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Proceedings of the Secret Committee from 2nd March to 27th April 1775. 


JPort William, the 2nd March 1775. 

At a Council, present: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ Vresident. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering, 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Biohard Barwell, Esquire. 

Philip Erancis, Esquire. 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 24 th ultimo. 

General Clavebing begs to lay before the Board the following minute with the letters 
and papers referred to in it 


To Lieutenant-General John Claverino, Commander-in-Chief, &c. 

Sir, — Just as I was about stepping into my carriage yesterday, in order to 
leave the presidency on my way to the sliip, on which I had tahen my passage 
for England, Colonel Leslie, the late Quartermaster-General, came to my house 
and delivered tlie following bill. 

Colonel Alexander Champion, late Comma.nder.in- Chief of the East India 
Company’s Troops in Bengal, to Lieutenant- Colonel Leslie ...Dr. 

To building cantonments and supplying materials, &c., for the Company’s 
troops under your command at Bissouly in the Bohillah country, in May 1774, 
by your orders, fifty thousand Sonnat rupees, which you received from the 
Vizier Sujah Dowlah for that purpose . . . 60,000 Sonnat rupees. 


Port William, 

The 22nd February 1775. 


} 


E. E. 

(Sd.) MATHEW LESLIE, 

Quartermaster- General. 


As the payment of this hill, were it just, would fall upon the Company, 
I think it incumbent bn me to make you acquaintied with the following circum- 
stances. 

When the late Vizier determined that the army should canton at 

Bissouly, it was directed in general -orders “ that 
* the several corps should send certain proportions of 

lascars, hildars, &e., and all the haioaries and tavildars in the Company’s pay to 
the Quartermaster-General, under whose orders they are to be employed in 
erecting cantonments for .the troops. Colonel Galiez will he pleased to order 
as many of the hand and bullock-beasties from the brigade as can possibly be 
spared to assist in performing this service.” 

On the 19th May the following paragraph was inserted in orders : — 

“ The ground for the officers’ cantonments having been marked out this 
morning, it is recommended to them to set about building bungalows without 
delay.” These were the only orders I recollect to ha,ve given on the subject 
of building cantonments. 

In consequence of the first of .them^ one thousand and eighty-four men, in 
the Company’s pay supplied by the different cor^s, were employed in erecting 
these temporary barracks, and from the second, it is evident, that the Quarter- 
master-General had nothing to do with the officers’ bungalows. 

4&3E.D. 
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Colonel Leslie has adventured to give it under his hand in this bill that 
I received fifty thousand Sonnat rupees from the Vizier for the purpose of erect- 
ing cantonments. It is not long since, he alleged, that I had received ninety 
thousand rupees on that account; perhaps he means to display his moderation in 
only demanding fifty out of the supposed ninety. Had His Excellency been even 
profuse enough of his money to have given that sum, it is not obvious that the 
Quartermaster-General would have any claim to a farthing of it. 

I need not observe to you. Sir, who are so well acquainted with the nature 
of military service, that his concern in buildings must have depended entirely on 
my pleasure as Commander- in-Chief of the forces. 

I know not who was Colonel Leslie’s informer, or whether the idea origin- 
ated with himself, but, be that as it may, I must beg leave positively to declare 
here, as I did to him personally, that the Vizier never advanced a rupee more 
than nineteen thousand, of which I never saw one ; they were expended as per 
account produced. 

If Colonel Leslie had built the cantonments and furnished the materials, 
why did he not, whilst we were in the field, present his bills to me to be counter- 
signed that they might be afterwards subjected to the examination of the 
Auditor of Accounts. 

If he had any just demand the Company were his debtors, and I believe 
it is the first instance that ever occurred of a Quartermaster-General making 
out a private bill for public works. 

It is true that if the Company had been charged for these cantonments, 
and if I had been capable of appropriating money received to defray the expense 
of them, the Administration would undoubtedly have a just demand upon me 
for a reimbursement, but surely the Quartermaster-General, even supposing 
him to have purchased the materials, ought to have made his demand of pay- 
ment upon the Company. 

What renders this charge of Colonel Leslie’s still more extraordinary is 
that he was sick and incapable of any duty whilst these cantonments were 
erecting, under the inspection of Captain Landig, Deputy Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral, so that if any demand could with propriety be made, Captain Landig had 
the sole and only right to make it, as he then became the principal. 

But the truth is that there was no expense incurred. I had insisted with 
Vizier that the Company should be put to no charge whatsoever for canton- 
ments. His Excellency therefore agreed to furnish all the materials, and the 
Company’s lascars, tavildars. The Vizier’s and Company’s haicaries with pro- 
per escorts were employed under the sanction of His Excellency to cut down 
and collect timber, bamboos, and straw ; and not only were the whole materials 
provided for the cantonments in this manner, but all the grammies or thatohers, 
and all the extra coolies, &o., -hired in order to expedite the work, were daily 
paid at the Vizier’s expense agreeably to the accompanying account. 

Colonel Leslie has demanded above six thousand pounds on account of 
erecting cantonments for which he never expended, nor was ordered to expend, 
a shilling, and which were raised whilst he was confined to his quarters by a 
long and severe illness. He has wantonly and injuriously attacked the 
character of his late Commander -in-Chief in a manner the most unbecoming. 

When I wrote to Mr. Hastings warmly recommending Lieutenant- Colonel 
Leslie to the command of the 1st' regiment, and consented to resign my 
brigade in his favor, I little imagined that be would have given occasion for 
an address of this natupe. 

I can only regret that I was so much mistaken in the man, and that I am 
under the necessity of requesting you will be pleased to submit these circum- 
stances to the Administration, who, I am persuaded, will take such public notice 
of that officer’s conduct as it seems most justly to merit. 

He has presented a bill positively asserting that he hnilt the cantonments, 
and .that he f urnislied the materials. I have already said, and I again repeat 
it, that he did neither one or the other ; yet Colonel Leslie thought proper, on 
the 22nd Eehruary, formally to subscribe to this bill with his rank, and in 

453 F. o. . 

258 



3 


character of Quartermaster-General. I leave you to reflect on this, Sir, and I 
have the honor to be, &o. 

Budgk! Budge, ) (Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 

The 23rd Febrttary 1775. j 


I had just furnished the above when I was favored with an address from 
an Attoi*ney-at-law on the part of Colonel Leslie. I must heg that you will 
he pleased to take immediate steps to relieve me from these embarrassments, as 
I am too far advanced in my departure for Europe to he retarded without sus- 
taining many disadvantages. I enclose the Attorney’s papers. 


To CoxoiTEL Leslie, Commanding the 1st Brigade. 

Sin, — I have just received a letter from Colonel Champion of the date of 
yesterday, informing me that when he was on the point of his departure from 
the fort to take his passage for England, you had called on him and did put a 
paper into his hands in the following words : — 

“ Colonel Alexander Champion, late Comm.ander.in- Chief of the Company's 
Troops in Bengal, to Jjieutenant- Colonel Leslie ..Jbr, 

To building cantonments and supplying materials, &o., for the Company’s 
troops under your command at Bissouly in the RohiUah country, in May 1774 
by your orders fifty thousand Sonnat rupees, which you received from the Yizier 
Shujah Dowlah. for that purpose .. . , . Sonnat rupees 60,000. 

E. E. 

(Sd.) MATHEW LESLIE, 

Quartermaster- General, 


As by tjie above demand you make yourself creditor for money which you 
gay the Colonel received from the late Vizier, it is my order that you furnish 
me with the proof you have that Colonel Champion did receive the specifick 
sum which you therein mention ; and likewise that you acquaint me with your 
reasons for believing that, if Colonel Champion did receive that or any other sum 
from the Vizier for the cantonments, he has not accounted to the Company or 
the Vizier for the same. * 

It is necessary I should be informed of these particulars as sOon as possi- 
ble, in order that I may lay them before the Governor-General and Council, so 
as to enable them to take such measures as they may think proper for recover- 
ing whatever sums may appear to be due to the Company, or to the Vizier, by 
Colonel Champion on the above account. 

It appears to me by the demand you have made on Colonel Champion that 
you have actually expended • fifty thousand rupees. It is very proper your 
demand should be adjusted and paid by the Company when liquidated. 

• For this purpose it is incumbent on me to require of you that you do 
immediately lay before me your acc.ount for all disbursements made by you, 
together with the vouchers, that I may send them to Colonel Champion to 
have them countersigned, and afterwards passed by the Commissary-General. 

Fort William, ) I am, &e.. 

The 24th February 1775. ) (Sd.)K J. OLAVEBdNG. 


To General Clavbuino, Commander-iD-Chief, &e. 

Sir, — I have the honor to receive your letter of the 24th instant, respecting 
an affair depending betwixt Colonel Champion and me. 

1 have the very highest respect for General Olavering and deference for his 
opinion, but on this occasion I humbly conceive I anj^ not amenable to him. . 

In his character of Counsellor I cannot, as I have not made any demand 
.on the Company, nor as Commander-in- Chief, as I had not the honor to be. 
4rS8 r. D. 
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tinder his command "when the affair occurred, and besides it is a circumstance 
of a private nature — I was employed by Colonel Champion as a labourer, 
and I hope I shall be found worthy of my hire. 

I confess my obligations to you for the anxiety you express that my 
account may be adiusted for the purpose of my receiving payment from the 
Company ; my demand is, as stated in your letter, not against the Company but 
against Colonel Champion, my employer. I hope therefore I shall stand excused 
in not troubling you with accounts and vouchers respecting my private demands ; 
I must reserve them to ascertain my rights in the Courts of Law, where I am 
determined to get such redress as by law I am entitled to. 

Poet William, ■) I have the honor to be, &c.. 

The 25th February 1775, J (Sd.) MATHEW LESLIE. 


To General Clavering, Commander-in-CLief, &c., &c. 

Sir, — By your favor of the 24jth of this month, with which I am honored, 
it is your order “ that I do immediately furnish you with the proofs that I have 
that Colonel Champion did receive the specific sum mentioned in a note by me 
delivered to the Colonel, dated the 22nd February 1775, and likewise that I 
acquaint you with my reasons for believing that, if Colonel Champion did 
receive that sum from the Vizier for the cantonments, he has not accounted to 
the Company or Vizier for the same.” 

You said that it appeared to you by the demand I had made on Colonel 
Champion that I had actually expended 60,000 rupees ; and, that it was proper 
my demand should be adjusted and paid by the Company ; and for that purpose 
you required me to lay before you my account for all disbursements made by 
me, together with the voucliers, that you might send them to Colonel Champion, 
to have them adjusted and afterwards passed by the Commissary-General. 

I shall always receive the orders of the Commander-in-Chief on subjects in 
which I am amenable to him with proper respect, and shall, as a soldier ought, 
pay implicit obedience to them ; had your orders bore the most distant relation 
to such subjects I would have done all in my powpr to conform to them. 

In the letter I had the honor to transmit to you, in which I declined 
sending you Pay demand against Colonel Champion, and my vouchers to support 
it, I did (thanking you nevertheless for putting me in a train to recover it against 
the Company) disclaim, and I do hereby again disclaim, any demand whatever 
against the Company, nor do I mean or think myself entitled to deliver in any 
account on this head to the Commissary. I must again repeat that my demand 
is personally against the Colonel, and is entirely of a private nature, and has 
no reference to any expenses of the lastcampaigne chargeable to the Company’s 
acommt. 

I by no means controvert your power of calling for the account of expenses 
for the last campaigne, if by that you mean such expenses as are to be brought 
to a publick account. I have not refused to deliver in any such accounts ; I have 
only explained that my accounts were not of that nature. The reason I have 
not sent the documents you required was that they are not of the kind 
you suppose ; I have no such, which I hope will be a sufficient apology for not 
sending them, and will, I hope, avert the effects of that displeasure which I 
feel myself unhappy in having fallen under. 

With respect to the^former part of your order of the receipt of the money, 
and my private reasons as to the disposition of it by Colonel Champion, and 
even as to my private demand against him, that I may not be thought wanting 
in respect and deference to you, I have the honor to acquaint you that I have 
given instructions to my Attorney- at- Law to file bills of discovery in the 
Courts at Law, from which my proofs must chiefly arise, which I have no 
doubt will turn out complete, and I shall, when I have so procured them, with 
the greatest pleasure lay them before yon for your private satisfaction, 

• ^ As you mention in-the first part of your favors that when Colonel Cham- 
pion was just on the point of departure I made my demand on him, I must 
take the. liberty to inform you that I had during the whole campaigne been 
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Tery explicit with Colonel Champion on the subject of it — that I had an inter- 
view with him many days before his departure — that I did then inform him 
of the reports and opinions of the world — that several things had reflected cen- 
sure upon me, and I did request he would explain these matters to me. He 
seemed candid towards me, and expressed his concern that any matter of 
censure had seemingly reached me, and he assured me in the most solemn 
manner that in a very few days he would perfectly satisfy every doubt and 
apprehension of min'*, with the performance of which I was flattered, till 
the point of his departure from this place, when to my surprise he told me he 
could satisfy me but would not. 

Fort William, ■) I have the honor, &c.. 

The 26th February 1775 . ) (Sd.) MATHEW LESLIE. 


To Colonel Leslie, Commanding the Ist Erigade. 

Sir, — ^I n answer to the honor of your letter of this date, wherein you 
refuse to send me the documents required of you in my letter of yesterday, I 
am sorry to be obliged to acquaint you that I differ so totally with you in 
opinion with respect to the power I have to call for such accounts of the 
expenses of the last campaigne, which have not yet been delivered into the 
Commissary-General to be audited, that in vindication of my authority I shall 
be under the necessity of taking a step which must prove very disagreeable 
to you if you refuse to submit to it ; I hope you will prevent it by your 
obedince. 


I am, &c.. 

The 25th February 1775. (Sd.) J. CLAVEEING. 


N.B . — This letter should come in before the foregoing. 


From Colonel Champion to the Nabob Vizier, in Camp, dated the 24th June 1774. 

That the money he had before advanced for ibuilding the cantonments 
being expended the Colonel begs he will order another supply. He hoped Ks. 
10,000 would have been sufficient for the whole, but now funds more to be 
necessary. 


(Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 

True copy taken from the letter 
book wrote by Lieutenant 
Eoberts. 

(Sd.) A. MACPHBESON. 


From Colonel Champion to the Nabob Vizier, in Camp, dated the 8th July 1774. 

The different workmen of the cantonments being in arrears six days the 
Colonel begs he will advance more money on account of the cantonments. 

(Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 

True copy taken from the letter 
book wrote by Lieutenant 
Eoberts. 

(Sd.) A. MAOPHEESON. 

4eSF. D. 

261 



6 


Translation of a letter from the Nabob Vizier to Coionel Champion. 

I have receivad your letter 'aud what you have wrote relative to the can- 
tonments is understood. I have given instructions to Elich l^han Eahadir to 
prepare materials. 

(Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 

Translated from the original. 

(Sd.) A. MAOPHEESON. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 3rd March 1775. 

Eriday. At a. Council, present: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- Qeneral, President. 

Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Eiohard Barwbll, Esquire. 

Philip Erancis, Esquire. 

Read and approved the Consultation held yesterday. 

Eesumed the consideration of the separate Minutes delivered in by each 
Member of the Board in Consultation of 13th ultimo on the subject for a new 
treaty to be entered into with the Nabob of Oude, and of the instructions to be 
given to the Besident at his Court. 

It being resolved that a new defensive treaty shall be executed with the 
Nabob Asoph-ul-Howlah, in case he himself shall solicit it, it remains , to be 
determined what part of the Nabob’s dominions shall be included in this defen- 
sive treaty. 

The Governor-General remarks that the Nabob’s present dominions consist 
of the Soubehdahry of Oude, the district of Corah and Illahabad, the country 
lately conquered from the Bohillahs, and the late Vizier’s conquests in the 
Duaub. To these may be added the Zemindarry of Rajah Cheyt Sing, which is 
tributary to the Nabob, and the Governor proposes that the question be put 
which of these territories shall be included in the proposed defensive treaty. 

Mr. Erancis. — My opinion is that we may with propriety guarantee to the 
present Nabob of Oude for his life all the countries guaranteed to the late Vizier 
by the Treaty of Illahabad, exc'ept the dominions of Cheyt Singh. I think that 
this guarantee may be also conditionally, and pro tempore^ extended to the 
countries of Corah and Illahabad, until we shall be informed whether the 
Treaty of Benares be ratified or disapproved of by the Court of Directors. I do 
not think it safe or prudent, to enter into any engagements, that may even- 
tually carry the Company’s forces beyond the limits of the countries I have 
mentioned. 

Mr. Barwell. — In the different resolutions that the Board have come to as 
a ground-work for a new defensive treaty, it is acknowledged that this Govern- 
ment is bound to support the right and pretentions of the son of Sujah Dowlah 
to the succession of his father’s dominions, and orders have conformably to this 
' resolution been sent to Colonel Galliez. Upon what terms the Nabob of Oude was 
to have his pretensions to succeed his father supported by this Government 
is not expressed. I therefore conceived that the aid of our troops was hereafter 
to be settled, by a subsidy adequate to the expense, and that the intention of 
the Board was expressly declared of opposing any competitor in prejudice to 
the rights this Government sanctify ; and as I do not suppose there is any design 
in the. English Government to withdraw the countenance already shewn the 
son of Sujah Dowlah, and by such means render commotions probable which 
may reduce him to that distress, to solicit our interposition on any terms, I ima- 
gine the son of Sujah Dowlah is to be maintained in the Soubehdary of his 

463 E. D. 
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father, on the equitable footing of his disbursing the just charge of the arma- 
ment he requires for his support, and if 2,10,000 rupees are inadequate to the 
expense of the brigade, it should be rated as high as the real charge. I premise 
this before I proceed to answer the question, because every additional advantage 
to be obtained to this Government, both upon the principles of equity and 
policy, must be in proportion to the advantages it gives to the other contract- 
ing parties. If therefore we propose the acquisition of wealth to this Govern- 
ment, that acquisition can only be in proportion to the policy which shall be 
adopted, and as I conceive the English Government may be benefltted both in 
its finances and its powers cf external defence, by guaranteeing the countries 
already in possession of the Soubah of Oude, such guarantee in my opinion 
should take place : if it does not, I must propose, equally for the mutual defence 
of our ally and this Government, that every after-persuation shall be used to 
influence the Soubah to maintain a body of 12,000 sepoys, agreeably to the 
English establishment, to be commanded by our officers and the pay to be 
advanced to the officers who shall issue it to the sepoys ; thus either by guaran- 
teeing all the countries now depending on the Soubah of Oude, or the alternative 
of furnishing him with means of maintaining his conquests, some advantages 
will result to the State, otherwise I do not see any means that is to influence a 
Prince to make such concessions as appear from the different minutes of some 
of the Members to be expected from him. 

CoLONEii Monson. — I do not conceive it to have been the intention of this 
Government to support Mirza Amauny in the succession of the late Vizier’s 
entire dominions ; the intention was to acknowledge the succession, and to sup- 
port him, under certain stipulations, in the Soubehdary of Oude. The defensive 
treaty now proposed to be entered into with that Prince for the guarantee of his 
dominions should not extend beyond those of Oude, Corah and Illahabad, 
with the proviso that the Treaty of Eenares is ratified by the Company. This 
guarantee should only be granted on such terms as may be advantageous for the 
Company. If the guarantee is to extend beyond the antient dominions of the 
Soubehdary of Oude, an equivalent is to be given to the Company for that 
extraordinary service granted to the Nabob. If in this defensive treaty the 
Nabob should make a requisition of any part of the Company’s military 
force he is to defray the whole expense attending them. 

General Clavering. — The opinion of the majority of the Board, when 
the question was agitated, whether there was an obligation by treaty in this 
Government to interfere in regulating the succession to the late Vizier, was 
absolutely that there was no such obligation. However, on occasion of the suc- 
cession, it was agreed to acknowledge Mirza Amauny to be the heir, and the 
successor to his father Sujah Dowlah. The question, therefore, is at present open, 
for any resolution which the Board pleases to take in regard to the defensive 
alliance. It was agreed that we would enter into it with Mirza Amauny, pro- 
vided he proposed it. On this footing I am ready to consent to guarantee the 
possession of the province of Oude to the young Nabob, provided he on his 
part consent to cede to the Company the sovereignty of Cheyt Singh’s conntry, 
and whenever he requires the assistance of the Company’s forces to defend the 
province of Oude only, and never to the Rohillah country. I will give my con- 
sent to such a subsidiary treaty, on his paying three lacs of rupees monthly, 
for a complete brigade. With regard to the Province of Corah, I think in justice 
it ought to be restored to the King, and a negooiation set on foot at the same 
time to obtain from him a renunciation of his tribute upon Bengal, 

The Governor-General. — My answer to the question is short, as it can 
be of no use ; we ought in my judgment to guarantee to the Nabob of Oudej 
the Soubehdary of Oude, the districts of Corah and Illahabad, and the country 
lately conquered from the Rohillahs, but no more. I do not wish to see the 
Company’s forces carried within the line of the Rohillah country, for its 
defence I believe that an engagement to defend that country for him would 
render it unnecessary. I fear he may lose it. We shall in that case have a 
^eater burthen imposed upon us in the defence of the Nabob of Oude, and he 
be less furnished with means of discharging his engagements with us. 

468 F. n. 
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Kesolred tliat the Board will agree to guarantee to the Nabob Mirza 
Amauny the ProTince of Oude, and conditionally those of Corah and Illahabad 
until tbe pleasure of the Court of Directors on the Treaty of Benares be 
known. 

The Governor-General proposes the following question, whether it shall be 
made a condition of the new treaty that Eajah Cheyt Sing shall exercise a 
free and independent authority in his own dominions, subject only to the pay- 
ment of his tribute. 

Mr. Erancis. — Yes. 

Mr. Barwell. — Yes. 

COEONEL Monson. — No, I think not, as I see no advantage in it for th® 
Company’s interest. 

General Clavering. — Provided he pays the tribute to the Company, I, 
think he should be rendered independent. 

The Governor-General. — Yes. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The Governor-General further proposes— -■ 

"Whether it shall be made an article in the treaty that, in consideration of 
the engagement to be entered into by this Government to guarantee the 
possessions of the Nabob of Oude as before resolved, he shall cede and make 
over to the Company the whole or any part of the tribute due from the 
Zemindar of Gauzipore. 

Mr. Prancis. — I consider the cession to the Company of the whole tribute 
paid by the Zemindar of Gauzipore to the late Nabob as the first and most essen- 
tial condition of a treaty with the present Nabob ; tlie advantage gained by the 
Zemindar will be also very considerable, as it has always been my opinion that 
his authority in his own Government should be left free and uncontrolled ; as 
long as this advantage is preserved to him he must consider it as his interest 
to be the tributary of the Company rather than of the Nabob. 

Mr. Barwell. — The policy which the Company have laid down to be 
pursued orders us to confine our views to the territories of which we are already 
possessedj^ and of course precludes the pernicious consequences which another 
system might influence. The Company, it is obvious, never intended that upon 
the necessities of our allies we should grasp at any part of the territories they 
possessed. The son of a man with whom we were so lately intimately con- 
nected, upon a supposition of his standing in need of our assistance, ought not, 
in my opinion, to be stripped of any part of his paternal territory. I am therefore 
against any separation of Gauzipore as inconsistent with equity and the Com- 
pany’s instructions : if we can secure to the son of Sujnh Dowlah any advantages 
as an equivalent for such a cession, I think in that case it ought to be demanded, 
otherwise that we should be content with receiving from him whatever may be 
the charge of the armament that marches to his assistance. 

Colonel Monson. — As I considered the Company’s interest as the rule of 
my conduct, I can have no objections to the whole or any pai*t of the tribute of 
the Zemindar of Gauzipore being demanded for the Company ; but I would by 
no means consider it as an absolute condition to be made in consequence of the 
defensive treaty, as I know of no compensation that is proposed to he given 
to the Nabob for so considerable a concession. 

General Clavbring. — It is equally repugnant to my ideas of justice, 
and to my conception of the Company’s intentions of not enlarging their 
territories, to strip any Prince of his possessions to enlarge the Company’s terri- 
tories. I only wish to obtain the sovereignty of Gauzipore by a negociation 
for equivalent services and for the protection to be given to tbe Nabob. If he 
pleases to cede it to us on these terms, it may he held by tbe Company, without 
extending the line of defence, which the Court of Directors has prescribed for 
the rule of our conduct beyond the bounds of our present engagements. By this 
means the greatest possible advantage will be obtained for tlie Company, with- 
out either violating the principles of justice or exceeding the Company’s 

458 V . D. 

264 



9 


orders, since the possession will still remain with the Rajah of the country, 
though the sovereignty and the tribute to he drawn from it will devolve to the 
Company. 


The Governor-General delivers his sentiments upon the question as 
follows : — 

I am of opinion that a demand should be made of a moiety of the revenue 
paid by the Zemindar of Gauzipore, hut I do not think that we ought to insist 
on this article, or that the Nabob’s refusal to consent to it should prove an 
impediment to our proceeding on the treaty. The zemindary of Benares, 
whilst the Nabob’s right to the tribute paid in acknowledgment of his sove- 
reignty is admitted, is our best security for the punctual and faithful discharge 
of his engagements with the Company. It is for ever within our immediate 
reach, and may be attached at any time in case of such a failure on the i^art of 
the Nabob as shall render it necessary and justifiable. A conviction of this ad- 
vantage, and a dread of incurring so mortifying a penalty, will at all times, 
except in the case of absolute insolvency, bind the Nabob of Oude firmly to bis 
engagements, and eventually prove a greater benefit to the Company in his 
possession than if the revenue was converted entirely to their use. 

Resolved that the demand he made for the tribute of Gauzipore, but that 
it be not considered an absolute and indispensable article in the negociation 
with the Nabob. 

The Governor- General proposes, for the next question — Whether the 
subsidy to be stipulated for the assistance of our troops to the Nabob of Oude 
by the proposed treaty shall continue on the present footing of 2,10,000 rupees 
per month for a brigade, or what other sum shall be demanded. 

Mb. Pranois. — I think that provided the whole tribute from the Rajah 
of Benares he transferred to the Company, we may then be content with the 
monthly subsidy on its present footing. This however should be our ultimatum. 
The first demand should be that the pay of our troops while in the Nabob’s 
service should be made equal to their real expense. 

Mr. Barwell is of opinion that if the 2,10,000 rupees are not enough the 
subsidy should he made equal to the real expense. 

ConoNBi. Monson. — If the present subsidy is not equal to to the expense 
a demand should be made on the Nabob to make the subsidy equal to the 
expense of the troops he may require. 

Gbnbbaij Claverino. — As I only consented that he should have the 
assistance of our troops on condition of the cession of Gauzipore to the Com- 
pany, I am of opinion that, without that condition obtained, no subsidy what- 
ever wUl be equivalent to the risque and expense which the Company may be 
drawn into in consequence of our affording support to a Prince so incapable of 
governing as the young Nabob is represented to be, and who is surrounded on 
every side by competitors to the several countries to which he has succeeded. 
The present subsidy is- thought to be inferior to the expense of the troops in 
the field by 70,000 rupees per month, exclusive of the cost of bringing recruits 
from Europe, and the price of military stores, the amount and the value of 
which cannot be estimated. 

The Govebnob-Genebaij. — I am of opinion that the present subsidy is 
sufficient, and that it ought not to be increased. I doubt whether a larger sum 
would in reality prove a gain to the Company. 

Resolved, that an increase of the subsidy be demanded from the Nabob to 
make it equal to the expense of the troops. 

Ordered, that the Secretary prepare instructions for the Resident at the 
Court of Oude, agreeable to the above resolutions and those of the 13th 
ultimo. 
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Fort Williamj the 8th March 1775. 

At a Council, present: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, JPresident. 

Lieutenant-General John Clavbring. 

Secret Dept. ThE Hon’RLB GbORGE MonSON. 

Wednesday. ElCHARI) BarWELL, EsQUIRB. 

Philip Francis, Esquire. 

Kead and approved the Consultation o£ the 3rd instant. 

Mr. Francis having sent in the following Minute the day after the date of the above Council, 
Mr. Francis’ opinion on a new treaty it was circulated for the perusal of each Member of the Board, 
with the Nabob of Oude. and is now recorded. 

Mr. Francis. — I believe it was understood by the Board that, in my 
answers to the several questions proposed last night by the Governor-General, 
relative to a new defensive treaty with the Soubah of Oude, I meant that all the 
conditions which I thought this Government might assent to, in favor of the 
Soubah, or insist upon in behalf of the Company, had a united and inseparable 
relation to each other. As however my answer to each position may appear to 
be given absolutely and independent of that mutual relation by which I 
meant to unite them, I now beg leave to explain my intention with respect 
to all the Governor’s propositions considered in one view. 

1. I make the cession or transfer of the revenue or tribute paid by the 
Bajah of Benares from the Nabob of Oude to this Government for ever a pre- 
liminary and fundamental condition, without which I do not mean to consent 
to any treaty of guarantee whatsoever in favor of the Nabob, unless an alternative 
shall be proposed, which may appear equally advantageous to this Government. 
If, for example, the Nabob would rather relinquish his claim to Corah and 
Illahabad than his present rights over the zemindary of Benares, I shall be 
very willing to come to an accommodation with him on that point. The re- 
covery of those countries might enable us to adjust all disputes or differences 
with the King upon a footing equally honorable and advantageous to the Com- 
pany. 

2. Supposing this first fundamental article to be settled, I then consent to 
the guarantee of Oude and Benares to the Nabob for his life without any 
reservation, or if he prefers Corah and Illahabad to Benares, I then include 
those countries in the guarantee, provided the Treaty of Benares shall be ap- 
proved of and confirmed by the Hon’ble Court of Directors. 

3. With this guarantee, on which one of the two principles it may he settled, 
I mean to unite the article of the subsidy to be paid for the service of such 
part of our troops as may be employed at the Nabob’s requisition in defending 
the dominions guaranteed to him, provided the first great point be adjusted 
to our satisfaction. I would not ttUimately insist on raising the subsidy beyond 
its present establishment. The first demand, however, should be made for the 
entire expense ; we may afterwards gradually relax from it if we think proper. 

4. In agreeing to the proposed independence of the Rajah of Benares 
my meaning was to adhere strictly to the third paragraph of my Minute of the 
13th February. The zemindary may be perpetuated in family on fixed and 
unalterable conditions. The conditions I proposed tend to secure us a great 
accession of revenue without any accession of territory. It is highly for his own 
advantage to be considered as a vassal of the sovereign of these kingdoms, 
holding a great hereditary fief by a fixed tenure and acknowledging the 
sovereign of Bengal and Behar to be his Lord Paramount. 

Speaking my sentiments without reserve, I must declare that in settling 
this article I look forward to the assertion or acceptance of the sovereignty of 
these provinces, plenofnre, on the part of His Most Gracious Majesty the 
King of Great Britain. 

P. FRANCIS. 

m V . D. 
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The Governor calls on the General, 
Colonel Monsfui and Mr. Francis for 
the inf onna t ions i;eceived from Mah- 
mud Reza Cawn, 


The Governor-General having delivered in the following* 
Minute late in Council, the 3rd instant, it is nowr read 
and recorded. 


The Govern or- Genei’al begs leave to remind General Clavering, Colonel 
Monson and Mr. Francis of the promise made by them, in their joint Minute of 
the 23rd January, “ to lay before the Board in proper time such parts of the 
communications made to them by Mahmud Ileza Cawn as may relate to the 
interest of the Company, or otherwise appear to them to be deserving of atten- 
tion,” and he thinks it bis duty to call upon them for these communications 
that he may have time to consider and record his sentiments upon them before 
the close of the last despatches. 


3rd March 1775. 


WAREEN HASTINGS. 


The Governor-General delivered in to the Board a copy of his address to the Hon'’ble Court 
The Governor’s Minutes, &o., sent of Directors by the Pacific and of the papers which he trans- 
to the Court of Directors per Pacific. mitted to the CoUQpany with it as follows : — 

To the Hon’ble Court of Directors, &c., dated Fort William, the 22nd February 1775, 

HoN*BiiE ScRS, — With this I have the honor to forward triplicate of my 
letter of the 3rd December, and duplicate of my last. 

These addresses I had hoped would have proved sufidcient to render any 
further justification of my conduct unnecessary, hut I find the labor multiply 
upon me by the 'accumulation of new charges and auxiliary assaults. Unprepared 
for such hostilities, I had suffered the short interval which succeeded the 
close of the last packet to pass without looking into the last letter addressed to 
you by the gentlemen of the majority till the day that -was fixed on for the 
ultimate dispatches of the Bute and Ba'iific. The detention of their packets by 
the load of papers with which the public ofiSces have been recently filled has 
furnished me with an opportunity of making a brief reply to it. It rec[uired 
some time to compose my mind to a temper suitable to the respect which it is 
my duty to maintain in an address to your Hon*ble Court after the perusal of 
a performance of so virulent a nature, hut I confess I scarce find myself equal 
to the reply. 

Were the charges contained in it against me explicit and direct, I might 
quote your records., I might appeal to facts in refutation of them, but dark 
allusions, mysterious insinuations, bitter invective and ironical reflections are 
weapons to which I have been little accustomed before the formation of the 
present Council, and I am equally unacquainted with the arms by which I can 
defend myself against them. I have been often engaged in contests at this 
Board from the year 1760 to this time, and have been too frequently compelled to 
fill many pages of your records with controversial discussions, hut I dare boast 
that there is not a passage, nor even a word in any of them, intended to cast an 
oblique reflexion on any man, nor an allegation not openly stated and supported 
by proofs or circumstances which in my conscience I believe to amount to proofs. 
The rule which I observe to others I require for myself, and in this instance I 
require no more than common j ustice. Loose, however, the charges advanced 
against me appear, I shall endeavour to answer them as fully as their nature 
and the short time allowed me will permit. 


Remarks on the first Minute of Gbnbeal Claveking, Coloxbl Monsost, and Mr. Fraxcis, 

dated 11th January 1775. 

These paragraphs labor to prove, that the conditions exacted from the Vizier 
References to part of the letter of by the resolutions of the Board passed on the 20th 
General ciaveting, itc., 3, 4. 2 . of November 1773, Were the same that the Vizier 

himself had previously offered for our assistance in the intended war against 
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the Bohillas, and that of course the rigid terms, which I had said it was prohable 
the Vizier would revolt at, and drop all thouglits of prosecuting the design, had 
no existence. 

In reply I desire that the three articles of the original draft of the treaty 
which was formed when I was with the Vizier at Benares, containing the first 
conditions on winch it was proposed to assist him in the reduction of the llohillas, 
may he compared with the draft of the letter dictated to he W'vitten hy the 
Vizier, and containing the conditions on which it was resolved in November 
1773 to assist him in that enterprise. The former will be found in my minute 
of appeal, in page 89 of the triplicate accompanying this, and the latter in the 
Proceedings of the late Select Committee, dated the 22nd November 1773, and in 
the Proceedings of the Board in their Secret Department on the 20th November 
1773. These will show the difference of the conditions proposed, which 
consists in this essential point; that the conquest of the Rohilla country was 
the criterion which established the Company’s right to the stipiilation of 40 lacs 
in the first instance ; and in the second it is agreed that the 40 lacs should 
become due and he paid in ready money whenever the Vizier should dismiss the 
brigade, or one-half of the brigade, whether the country of the Itohillas should 
he conquered or not. 

6. I am here charged with a concealed design formed in concert with the 
Vizier to extirpate the Rohillas ; and much use is made of this discovery both 
by the*majority in the letter before me, and by Colonel Champion in his vindi- 
cation. 


The word in the original language of the letter which is here translated to 
extirpate means to expel or remove. In another passage of the letter it is 
joined with a word which does literally express to extirpate or root out, and 
both passages mean no more than that it was the intention of the Vizier to 
expel or remove the llohillas from the country which they occupied, without 
suffering the smallest vestige of their povver to remain in. it. In this sense I 
most certainly did agree to assist the Vizier, and so did the lato President and 
Council, nor can I conceive how the war could have been undertaken with 
any other object. The majority know as well as myself that the Rohillas are 
not the people of the country, but a military tribe who conquered it, and 
quartered themselves upon the people without following any profession but that 
of arms, or mixing in any relation with tlie native inhabitants. 

I have already described the nature of this tribe in the 9th paragraph of 
my observations on the first letter of the majority, and tho same account of 
them has been given by Colonel Leslie and Major Hannah, and, if I mistake 
not, hy Colonel Oliampion himself, in their examination taken before the Board 
on the 19th and 26th of December. 


Major Hannah^s words are remarkable. I beg leave to quote them : I have 
learned from many people that it is only within fifty years that Rohillas have 
become masters of the country to the mouth of the Ganges, That they wore 
originally Afghans, came into Hindustan under a Sardar named Doud Oawu ; 
and that they conquered that country from the Hindoos ; and that since that 
time they have followed no other profession than that of arms, and the ancient 
Hindoos have cultivated the country. The Rohillas are Mussulmen of the 
sect of Omar, and the cultivators of the country are Hindoos. I suppose tho pro- 
portion to be about nine Hindoos to one Mussulman.” ^ 


7 to 9. In original letter Mr. Sulivan’s name was erased, and the wordi 
gentleman m the Direction ” inserted in its stead for the purpose of obviat 
mg cavils. I do not know that it was a crime in me to corrt'spotjd with Mr 
X ® affairs, or with any other person whether in or ou' 

of the Direction, whose opinion of public measures I thought of weight ii 
the decision, or whose knowledge might assist me in the communication o: 
many points of useful mf ormation or advice, which could not he received in thi 
letter and orders of a public office. I appeal to the practice of all my predeces 
sors m this and m every other of the Company’s Governments. I dare appea 
even to the conviction of the Hon’ble Gentlemen to whom I now address m-rael 
for the propriety of my conduct in this particular. 
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I suspect tliat tlie communication of “ the Governor’s private sentiments 
to his friend ” was thus expressed with no candid purpose. It too obviously 
glances at the situation in which the late contests among the Proprietors of 
East India Stock may have placed Mr. Sulivan in respect to the gentlemen who 
have the rule of affairs ; hut I entertain too honorable an opinion of those 
gentlemen to believe that the idea of my being in terms of friendship with Mr. 
Sulivan can possibly render me obnoxious to them. 

The reasoning of the 9th paragraph is fallacious. It was not necessary for 
me to tell the Court of Directors what I would have done for the retrieval of 
their affairs in a case which might have happened but did not ; neither do I think 
it a point of duty to magnify the distresses of the Company, or to expatiate on 
them too forwardly in a public letter, although it might have served the 
purpose of establishing my own credit by the success of the measures taken to 
remove them. 

The authority of this quotation, though from a private and familiar letter, 
will not be disputed, and it proves that these were my sentiments at a time 
when I certainly could not foresee the contest in which I am now engaged. I hope 
I shall stand acquitted to my more temperate judges of “ weakness and impro- 
priety ” in referring to it — “ We date the change of system from April or May 
1773.” 

In May 1773 I had not left Calcutta. They before dated the change of 
system from the time of my interview with the Vizier at Benares and insinuat- 
ed that it proceeded from a secret collusion between us. I have already given 
a full and connected account of the series of events which produced the Ilohilla 
war in my minute of appeal. To that I refer. 

10. It is no contradiction to say that the Company were in distress in May 

1773, and that their affairs in Bengal were in a prosperous state in September 

1774. It is literally true. 

11. “ Inconsistent principles of action must of necessity be defended by 
inconsistent arguments, and by a different language held at different times 
which no sophistry can reconcile.” 

The instances to which this reflection alludes are not shown. If it is meant 
to apply to the subject of the preceding paragraph a further answer is un- 
necessary. 

12 to 14. These paragraphs neither require a refutation nor deserve a 
reply. 

15. I know not by what unheard of prerogative, the gentlemen of the 
majority pronounce so magisterially that “ the late Council assented to measures 
which their consciences condemned.” If so bold an assertion deserves the credit 
of an examination, I beg leave to refer to the 13th paragraph of my observa- 
tions on the first letter of the majority for an ample refutation of it. The 
rest of this paragraph hints at some criminal accusation, which I desire them 
to produce openly, and in fair language like men, not in dark and mysterious 
insinuations. 

16 to 20. These require no reply. 

21. The complaints of the majority that they were not received with pro- 
per ceremonies were mentioned to me personally by Mr. Francis, and the offence 
they had taken on that account was the subject of conversation in public 
companies. 

22 & 23. These reqTiire no reply. 

24. I call upon the gentlemen of the majority to produce an instance of 
any official light being directly withheld fro’m them or communicated with 
studied perplexity.” They have not only had free access to every officer, but 
each member has at his pleasure called upon the heads of officers to furnish 
him with copies of accounts, a privilege which, in the former system of Govern- 
ment, was allowed to the President only. With respect to myself I cannot conceive 
any more candid mode of giving them information of the state of affairs than 
that which I adopted on their arrival, as explained in my letter of the 3rd 

468 P. D. 

269 



14 


December, 'which mode I should have continued bad they nob hiniislied me 
with ample occupation for my time, or had I not experienced ia the firsttaial 
which was made of it, that it was not received for informatioxi, hat coawied 
to matter of reproach against me. 

I have never affected the embellishments of style in any vriliug wlaiclir 
have committed to record, and many of the minutes wliieh. stand im my na.me 
■were either dictated or written at the Council JBoard. Yet I "beLiewe 'tlia.tffew 
of them will be found deficient in perspicuity having ever made it my ainx to 
avoid the use of technical terms, of several expressions and inti-iccite periods, 
which are most apt to create obscurity in official writings. Blow fa.r E hare 
succeeded my employers are best able to judge. 

25. 

26 to 28. I do not complain that we do not meet often enough or si'tlong; 
enough ; hut that when we do meet, w^'e waste our time in altercations instead- oE 
proceeding cordially to the despatch of business. 'Wbether "this iute.rro.ptfiont 
proceeds from me or from my colleagues I leave to our supexioxs "to juclge- 

“ We called upon him repeatedly to inform us what urgerLt lousiness, 

I do not remember when I was thus called upon, but I ana certain tliab th_ere 
was never yet a time in which there were not large arrears of urgent hu-sioLCSs 
in both departments, of which we were continually apprised byrtle Secrelaxies 
of both. 

29 to 31. In answer to these paragraphs, I beg leave to refer to my miu'vite 
entered on the Uevenue Proceedings of the 20th of Deceraher. I fiattei nay- 
self that neither the Court of Directors nor any one who is accpuaintcd witli ones 
■will deem me capable of protecting the contractors in tlio %)Xttmissioxi of in- 
juctioe, because Captain Weller had a concern with tliem. Tlxc Hcveaue Coa- 
sultations of the 9th of Pebruary, 26th Pehruary, 28th April. 29tli J unc, ytlx 
September, 26th October, and 16th November 1773, and tlie Yth. Januiar j a-udL 
12th pf April 1774 will show how little the late Administration were disposed, 
to allow them unreasonable indulgences. 

Por my complaint of the extraordinary commission girexi loy General 
Olavering to Mr. Powke, I refer to the Proceedings of the IStli, Idfcli, □LdbliaiindL 
23rd December last. 

I cannot avoid expressing my surprise to meet in this jolaco with aropcli- 
tion of the assertion before made by General Olavering, that lay banyan Can-toe 
Baboo was concerned in the complaint which was preferred against Carnal o doea. 
Oawn, because I have produced clean proofs on the Oonsultafcioris that xny 
banyan had no connection with Oumal o deen Oawn, but regarded hiam saa *he 
instrument of injuries sustained by him in the order passed by theBoaard ioir 
dispossessing him of his teeka collaries (or salt works manufactured by liixedL 
workmen) and giving them t.o Cumal o deen, and in his subseq^uemt dispates 
between theiin, concerning the separation of their property iu those works. 
Consultations of the 8th Pehruary, 21st June, 22nd July, 16tk lugust aaddtth. 
October 1774. 

^ 32 & 33. The sepoys who were allowed were merely for the purpose off pro- 
tecting the treasure from the attacks of ducoits. They had in like inanxierr been, 
allowedin other places. The power of obliging Molungees to 'rorkhasbeencTts- 
tomary from time immemorial. I will not here agree bow far it is prosper, ifc 
may be taken in consideration hereafter, hut if it be oppressive it is non. e'vr 
oppression established by the late Government, nor are the contiactoirs fcol^lame, 
of whose engagements b was an express clause; 'with respect to the pricse and. 

■ weight they were to be regulated by the former custom. Abuses should dioalit— 
less be examined into and redressed ; hut the complaint omight have heeoerxa- 
mined by the Committee of Revenue and reported to the Board, or by tiie DBoauci 
themselves, if it had been judged an object of so much iBapoxtance as to requaire 
their decision upon it, but surely it was unnecessary to give so many days as w «r© 
thrown away on examinations of the Molungees for the purpose of referring ffhe 
prosecution of them to the Supreme Court of Justice, while otker bixsiaess o£ 
real importance lay neglected. 
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34 & 35. In answer to these paragraphs, I refer to my minutes entered 
upon the Proceedings of the 23rd and 30th December. 

36. I do not inow where it is said “ that the Molungees are. in a state 
of vassalage and may be compelled to work at whatever' price the master 
pleases” I have already spoke to this subject in my observations on the 32nd 
and 33rd paragraphs. I know no other people who are at present under the same 
restriction except the chnnam-makers in the 24-Pergunnahs, and perhaps the salt- 
petre manufacturers in the Behar province, the public records and particularly 
the regulations that were formed on the 23rd May 1772, the resolution passed 
on the 12th iiprO. 1773 in favor of the weavers, and that of the E/evenue Council 
on the 16th ^November, in favor of the Molungees, or salt-workers, will show how 
much attention was paid by the late Administration to the relief of the ryotts 
and manufacturers from hardships whieb they formerly suffered. 

37. I was not in Bengal at the time of the famine, but I have always 
heard the loss of inhabitants reckoned at a third, and in many places near half 
of the whole. I know not by what means such a loss could he recruited in four 
or five years. I believe it to be impossible. I will not say there has been no 
oppressions in the country, but I can safely af&rm that it has been my constant 
aim to prevent them not by encouraging clamorours multitudes to assemble 
round my gates with, complaints against grievances sustained in the extremities 
of the province, but hy the establishment of regular Courts of Justice, where 
every man aggrieved might apply for redress without deserting his lands or 
moving far from his habitation, and where recourse might he had for evidence 
and vouchers on the spot. 

38 & 39. The result of the en4Tiii^y 'will the best guide for judging of 
the existence of tlfe fraud hei^e mentioned. In the meantime I suspend my 
opinion ; but admitting it to have existed, I wish to know by whom the gentle- 
men mean it has been countenanced. 

40. I leave the Ooui't of Directors to judge by the proceedings whether 
I could with propriety avoid taking notice of the complaints preferred to me; 
and whether the eonseq[uent interruption to business is to he attributed to me, 
or to the cause which produced the complaints and to the proceedings of the 
majority. 

41. The assertions of the majority in their address to the Court of Di- 
rectors rendered it necessary to interrogate the field officers for the Court of 
Directors’ information, and therefore I conceive whatever interruption of busi- 
ness may have been occasioned by it is to he attributed to them, not to me. 
I believe it will be found, upon a review of the proceedings, that the questions 
I put were few and pertinent, and that the examination was drawn out to a 
great length hy a variety of questions put by the gentlemen of the majority 
foreign from the business in hand. 

42 & 43. 

45 to 49. I refer to the Eevenue Consultations of the 30th December 
1 774, and to the separate set of the Troceedings held in Mr. Cartier’s Government 
on the same complaint then preferred hy the Danny. These proceedings having 
been long transmitted to the Court of Directors, and never objected to by them ; 
the resolution then taken of trusting the inanagement of the Eajah’s household 
and of his education to the management of Birge Kissore and the guardian 
rather than to a woman of the Ranny’s character should, I think, have been 
adhered to, unless some new light had been obtained to justify a contrary 
conduct. 

But whatever had been the Board’s determination with respect to the manage- 
ment of the Rajah’s household, the flonrishing state of the Burdwan province, 
in comparison with that of the country in general, and the consideration of the 
great increase of revenue it now yields ahovb what was produced from it before 
its cession to the CompaBy, should’ at least have secured Bii'ge Kissore from 
being even suspended from his employment in the revenue without a clear 
charge and his answer, to enable the Board to determine whether or not there 
was sufficient ground for prosecuting an enquiry against him. In this part of 
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his duty he Tras dependant on the Company alone, and the personal dislike 
even of the Rajah^ were he of age, would not have been a sufficient cause for his 
removal had he acted faithfully to the Company. The gentlemen speak of his 
being only suspended, but every one undei-stands the measures which have been 
taken as a total and absolute dismission of him. 

50 to 53. I refer to the Consultations of the 7th of February 1774 for the 
motives of the late Administration in granting to Colonel MacLean the pro- 
vision of the petty stores which could not be contracted for. The Company 
were sure of saving by it at least 15 per cent. The saving has been much 
more considerable, and was in fact the most effectual method of reducing tbo 
Company’s expences in those articles. I do not know on what grounds it is 
affirmed that he carried a considerable quantity of merchandize with him to the 
army. I am assured and do believe he carried none. He was not made the 
Comptroller of his accounts as Commissary of supplies. These were ordered 
to be furnished by indents countersigned by the Commanding Officers, and the 
accounts to be audited by the Board. For more particular information if 
you will be pleased to call upon Colonel MacLean, I doubt not he will afford 
you full satisfaction. That an advance of 9,000 rupees to Colonel MacLean should 
have escaped my memory will not,. I hope, be thought a great crime. As to 
the “ irregular manner in which the Company’s money affairs have been con- 
ducted ” I cannot wish for a more complete refutation of this assertion than the 
general establishments which have been formed in the Revenue Department and 
in the Board of Inspection for the controul of charges. 

64. I shall beg leave to subjoin lists of the persons proposed by me, and 
those nominated by the majority to the Provincial Councils, by which it will 
appear how little respect was paid to my recommendations. It was my opinion 
that the gentlemen who already filled these stations were tli^ best qualified in 
general to hold them, and that the revenue is always liable to suffer by a 
change of those who have the actual management of them, because new men 
carry with them new ideas and a new set of depfendants ; they frequently have 
their business to learn, and however they may themselves be disposed, the 
hopes and fears of the farmers and other persons connected with the revenue 
will naturally draw them to look to innovations, and occasion a temporary 
remissions in the payment of the collections. 

In the list therefore which I made out for the Provincial Councils, I 
inserted the names of all those who were then in those departments, and I pro- 
posed for the vacancies such as by their standing in the service, by local 
knowledge, or by the recommendations of the Court of Directors, were best 
qualified and entitled to fill them. 


Appointments proposed by me for the 
Provincial Councils. 


Appointments made by the Board on 
the 20th December 1774. 


Mueshedabad. 


Mr. Edward Baber . . .32 

Mr. Edward Baber 

m 

32 

*Henry Palmer . . .33 

William Maxwell 

• 

47 

William Maxwell . . .47 

William Hosea . 

• 

64 

William Hosea . . .64 

John Hogarth 

« 

72 

John Hogarth . . .72 

*David Anderson . , 

• 

87 

The names which I have marked were not before of this Council. 

All the 

rest were. I recommended Mr. Palmer for the vacancy, but he was rejected, and 
Mr. Anderson, a junior, put in his stead. 

Patna. 

Bank. Bank. 

Mr. Robert Palk . , .18 

Mr. Robert Palk * , 


18 

^Mr. Edward Stephenson . 22 

Isaac Sage 

« 

24 

Simeon Droz . , .25 

Simeon Droz a • 


25 

Ewan Law . ... 42 

Ewan Law 

« 

42 

Edward Golding , . .48 

Edward Golding . 


43 

* William Yormg, (Supernumerary) 58 

Willian Young (Supernumerary) 

53 
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In this list I proposed Mr. Stephenson, who formally had been a member 
of the Council at Patna, to he the Chief (Mr. Palk being on the point of being 
summoned to the Board of Trade). He was rejected and Mr. Sage, a junior, 
put in his stead. I recommended Mr. Young and he was appointed. 


Deenagepoee. 


NatM. Bateman 

• 

1 a 

20 

■^Mr. William Harwood 


. 37 

Herbert Harris 

• 

a a 

52 ‘ 

William Rooke . 


. 44 

George Robertson 


• • 

54 

Herbert Harris , 


. 62 

G. G. Ducarel 

« 

• • 

55 

George Robertson 


. 54 

A.. B. Goodlad 

. 

a • 

70 

A, B. Goodlad • 


. 70 

Francis Gladwin 

(Supernume- 

77 





rary.) 


In this list I recommended Mr. Nathl. Bateman to be the chief. He was 
rejected, and Mr. Harwood, a junior, appointed in his stead. Mr. Ducarel and 
Mr. Gladwin were recalled and Mr. Hooke appointed in their stead. Mr. 
Gladwin has since been reinstated. 


Buedwan. 


Mr. John Bathoe t « 

. 23 

*Mr. Edward Stephenson 

. 22 

Alexander Higginson . 

. 27 

John Bathoe . » 

. 23 

^William Rooke • . . 

. 44 

Alexander Higginson • 

. 27 

Samuel Lewis 

. 63 

Samuel Lewis 

. 63 

Charles Fleetwood 

. 79 

Charles Fleetwood 

. 79 


In this list Mr. Hooke, whom I had proposed, was rejected and Mr. Edward 
Stephenson, whom I had before recommended for Patna, for which place he 
was well qualified by local experience, was appointed the chief of Burdwan, 
of which place he had no experience, nor any other pretentions of preference 
but that of being one degree above Mr. Bathoe in the service. Although to es- 
tablish this right in his favor the chiefship of the Patna Council was given to 
Mr. Sage, who was junior to Mr. Bathoe, a gentleman possessing every quali- 
fication for that ofiBce, much local knowledge and strong recommendations both 
of the Court of Directors and the late President and Council on different 
occasions. 

Dacca. 


Mr. C. H. Purling . 

• 

. 51 

Mr. Charles B. Rons . 

m 

. 60 

^Thomas Pattle 

• 

. 65 

C. H. Purling . 

• 

.' 55 

‘W. M. Thackery 

• 

. 71 

W, M. Thackery 


. 71 

T. Shakespeare . 

• 

. 83 

T, Shakespeare . 


. 83 

William Holland 

. 

. 86 

William Holland. 

• 

. 86 


In this list I recommended Mr. Battle for the vacancy. He was rejected. 
I recommended Mr. Purling to be chief, and quoted the late orders of the 
Court of Directors in his favor. My recommendations and the orders of the 
Court of Directors were equally slighted, and Mr. Hous, who :was his senior by 
one degree, was placed in that station above him. 


Calcutta. 


*Mr. John Holme 

. 36 

Mr, Henry Cottrell • 

. 21 

"William Harwood 

. 87 

Charles Goring • . 

•. 85 

*J Eugt. Keighly 

. 48 

John Holme 

. 86 

*Edward Fenwick 

. 49 

G. Ga Ducarel . 

. 55 

*WiIliam Pye 

. 57 

John Shore 

. 92 

AT, JB. — Messrs. Cottrell and Stephenson were at this time Members of this 


Board, but having recommended them for other departments I did propose 
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Mr. Holme to be the chief, and Messrs. Keighly and Fenwick and Pye to fill 
up the other vacancies. I did not actually propose them, because I found my 
recommendations were totally disi’egarded. 

The whole list as appointed was proposed by the G-eneral. 

Chittagong. 

Chief Henry Cottrell . . , ^1 Nathl. Bateman . .20 

Assist, George Bright . .61 George Bright . . . .61 

My recommendation of Mr. Cottrell was rejected and a preference 
given to Mr. Bateman. I had proposed Mr. Bright for his assistant, because I 
had consulted the inclinations of Mr. Cottrell on this point. He remained there- 
fore no longer of my recommendation. He was however appointed. 

From all that has been said above, it will appear, that of all my recommend- 
ations only that of Mr, Young was accepted, and all the chiefs, except of 
Murshedabad, nominated against my recommendation. But in truth the ma- 
jority came prepared with their own lists, and paid no regard or attention to my 
recommendation, nor were they more attentive to the orders of the Company ; 
on the contrary, they seem wantonly to have overruled them, Mr. Droz at 
Patna, Mr. Bathoe at Burdwan, and Mr. Purling at Dacca are probably for 
ever excluded from succeeding to those chiefships by the appointments of 
Messrs. Sage, Stephenson, and Eous, who stand immediately above them on the 
list of the service. 

65 to 57. The majority have mistaken my application of Mr. Frederick 
Stuart’s family and connections when I proposed him to«,be appointed the 
Resident at the Court of the late Nabob Sujah Dowla, I alluded to the pride 
and ambition of the Vizier, which would give a greater degree of weight and 
consequence to these qualifications than to age or superior talents. As to 
myself I should hot have allowed them consideration on any other account. 
My opinion both of Mr. Stfiart and Mr. Bristow stands on record. 

68 &> 69. Require no reply. 

60 to 63. The fifteen lacks received by Mr. Middleton being the first 
payment of the Rohillah stipulation is arrived and in the treasury of Calcutta. 
This renders it unnecessary to make any observations on these paragrajjlis. 

64. The perusal of the letters now laid before the Board by Colonel 
Champion will, I doubt not, satisfy you. of the propriety of my withholding 
them when first demanded by the majority, and of the truth of my assertion 
that they contained no material public information. 

66 & 66. I have already fully explained my sentiments as to the propriety 
of the Rohilla War. It will appear by the proceedings, and by my letfiu- to 
Colonel Champion cn the subject, that the late Administration uniformly dis- 
couraged the hope of plunder. 


The following extract of my letter to Colonel Champion will probably appear to many too 
strongly expressed on this side of the question : — 

JExtraet of my letter to Colonel Champion, dated the 2 1st May 1774. 

“ Hitherto every part of your conduct has met with my most entire appro- 
bation ; but there is one subject which in some measure alarms me. The very ' 
idea of prize money suggests to my remembrance the former disorders which 
arose in our army from this source, and had almost proved fatal to it. 

“ Of this circumstance you must be suflBlciently apprized, and of the necessity 
of discouraging every expectation of this kind among the troops. It is to ho 
avoided like poison. .However, in ease any considerable capture should attend 
your future operations, I think you cannot pursue a better conduct than that 
which you intended, to determine nothing yourself, hut acquaint the Board 
with the circumstances and wait for their decision,” 

67. Requires no reply. . 
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68. I suppose this paragraph contains accusations. You have been already 
informed of the resolutions of the late Government passed in Consultation of the 
22nd November 1773 to present the Vizier with two thousand stands of arms. 
The two eighteen pounders were lent to him by my order and are mentioned in 
my letters to the Viziei% but not (I believe) in the Consultations. 

Major Hannay may have been appointed agent to receive Nudjuf Cawn’s 
pension, but this had not my confirmation, because it was not the intention of 
the late Council that any further payment should be made to Nudjuf Cawn till 
we had received your further orders. Not understanding in what respect these 
circumstances can be deemed criminal, I shall pass them without further re- 
mark. 

69. Eequires no answer. 

70 & 71. The operations have been carried on in conformity to the orders 
of the late Administration, which naturally remain in force till contradicted. 
The mountains and woods which form a great part of the western division of 
Bengal are thinly inhabited by a rude and savage people, with whom it has 
been an immemorial practice to make incursions into the open and cultivated 
country which at times has suffered exceedingly by their depredations. It was 
an object of the late Administration to eradicate this evil by subduing these 
wild regions and subjecting the inhabitants to a regular form of government ; 
for this purpose the corps of Light Infantry was originally formed and the 
Ofidcers Commanding the sepoy stations in the adjacent districts of Ramgur, 
Putcheet and Midnapore were ordered to co-operate occasionally with this 
corps and with each other for the same purpose. Captain Oarnac also received 
his orders originally from the Board as will be particularly seen in the formation 
of the Provincial Councilsjin Consultation of the 23rd November 1773. Captain 
Crawford too received his orders from the Board in Consultation of the 15th 
April 1774, and has since acted in conformity to those orders. The general 
rule which has been observed in these expeditions has been to compel 
the mountaineers to submit, or to drive them out of the country. For my 
own part I make no scruple to avow that I think it the duty of Government 
to proceed against such licentious banditti, by any means, which the laws of 
war will allow ; and if the peace of the country can no otherwise be secured 
than by their extirpation^ I look upon this, as a necessary measure which 
both justice and sound policy will justify.' To those who are unacquainted 
Avith my natural character I cannot refer to a better testimony for the lenient 
and equitable principles on which all my orders for the execution of such 
services have been formed than the journal of Captain Brooke who first 
commanded the corps of Light Infantry entered in Consultation of the 6th 
September 1774. 

72 to 76. These paragraphs merit attention, but require no reply. 


Remarks on the second Minute o£ General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Me. Francis, 

dated the 11th January 1775, 

2 to 4. I have been told a different story concerning the protection said to 
have been given by Nujuf Cawn to Sumroo, Maddoc and Redman, but I chuse 
to let him make his own vindication, and have written to him some time ago 
for that purpose. I know not how his moral character can affect mine. 

The reasons for continuing the payment of his allowance are explained in 
my report of my transactions at Benares, entered in Consultation of- 4th Octo- 
ber 1773, and the reasons for discharging that part of the King’s tribute for 
which a tuneaw or assignment had been granted by the King to the Vizier, are 
explained in the Consultation of 13th May 1773, and in my report. 

The principal reason was, that the assignment had been accepted by the 
late Government in the time of Mr. Cartier. It was a debt due to the Vizier, 
and paid to the Vizier, not to the Kin g, to whom the portion of the tribute for 
which the assignment was granted had been paid when that assignment was 
granted. 

The first part of the 4th paragraph I do not understand : the latter part 
indirectly charges me with having shared with the Vizier in the amount of 
this assignment. To this I shall not reply. 
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These measures have been long ago referred to the Court of Directors, 
and need no explanation here, as their det6h?mination upon them must have 
been formed before this. 

The gentlemen in different parts of their writmgs seem to blame me for 
stopping the payment of the King’s tribute. On the other hand, had I 
paid it, I suppose from the preceding paragraph, that I should have been charged 
with sharing in it. 

It is an undoubted truth, that the state of the Company at the time in 
which these measures were adopted was distressed both at home and abroad. 

It shall be incontestably shewn that “ their present condition is prosperous 
and flourishing.” 

The means by which this sudden alteration has boen effected have been 
repeatedly and fully shewn. It may sufB.ee here to say, that it has been 
principally occasioned by the acquisition of money from the Nabob Sujah Dowla, 
and the reductions made in the Company’s expences in Bengal. 

7. Requires no reply. 

8. The increase levied on Cheyt Sing was on his succession to the zemindary 
immediately on his father’s death. No farther increase was levied upon him on 
his confirmation in it during my interview with the Yizier at Benares. 

9 to 11. No part of these paragraphs requires any comment, except the 
insinuations contained in the conclusion of the last. The first letter written 
to me by the Yizier, which notices the late change of Government, was received 
on the 20th December, in answer to mine which advised him of that change. It 
is certain that many letters were written by the King and others to General 
Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis. It is plain that these gentlemen 
are either offended at the Yizier for not having paid them the same compli- 
ment, or impute the neglect of it to me. Your orders are peremptory, that the 
correspondence between this Government and the country powers shall be 
carried on by the Governor alone. They have arrogated to themselves cveiy 
other power of the Government, and this also they now too manifestly lay 
claim to in defiance of your most positive injunctions. 


Remarks on the third Minute o£ General Clavbring, Colonel Monson and Ma. Francis, 

dated 11th January 1775. 

.2. This paragraph seems to imply, that the late Administration had always 
flattered the Company with false hopes, and concealed from them the true 
situation of their affairs. A perusal of the general letters written in 1773 
and l774i would be suflBcient to evince the contrary. 

3. In this as in many other paragraphs there are very alarming intimations, 
hut although the gentlemen of the majority see a certainty of instant distresses 
they do not particularize them for your information. When this is done I 
shall submit , to you my sentiments upon them. In the meantime I hope this 
mysterious mode of writing will not be productive of any ill consequences at 
home. It certainly has such a tendency. 

4 to 6. The actual state of our treasury, and the estimate which has been 
prepared of receipts and disbursements of the year 1775, will shew you that the 
Company’s resources were much more than sufBcient to discharge the date of 
1771 as resolved by the late Council. With respect to the question • whether 
it is more eligible to pay off the principal of the debt, or to content ourselves 
.with reducing, the interest from 8 per cent, to 6, my opinion is clear for the 
foriher, and this is more consistent with your orders. Our different sentiments 
wiU appear in the Consultations of the 26th and 80th January. I see no reason 
why the Company should he put to the expense of borrowing money even at 
5 per cent, when they do not want it. 

7. In this paragraph, if I understand it, I am accused of an endeavour to 
create a coldness and want of cordiality between the Superior Council and the 
Board, of Trade, and that the majority, and the mgtjority only, took extraor^- 
nary pains to prevent it. Every letter written to that' Board, read with the 
minutes which preceded them, will demonstrate the reverse of this accusation. 
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8. No new hardship has been imposed upon the salt manufacturers by 
taking the management of that article into the hands of Government. The 
only difFerence is taat the profit, which was before reaped by English gentle- 
men and by banyans, is now acquired for the Company. 

The claims on account of balances have long ago been represented to you. 
They cannot be a charge for more th.an two or tliree years, after which the 
whole profit will be reaped by the Company, and in the interim they receive 
from the salt business a nett revenue of £l,ii0,000, which I believe is four 
times as much as they have ever before received except in the time of the 
scarcity of trade. The present mode of conducting it will be attended with this 
further advantage, that by destroying all private claims to the labor of the 
Molungees, it leaves the Government at full libei'ty, on the expiration 
of the present leases, to make whatever regulations they may judge most 
advisable. The majority have mistaken the nature of the salt balances due in 
the districts of Hidgely, &c. These were not occasioned by the appropriation of 
the salt works to the Company, but by contracts made by the Company before 
the year 1770 to furnish sundry merchants with salt to an amount exceeding 
the actual production, the advances received from the merchants produced a 
fictitious increase in the revenue of that period, and are a tax upon the pre- 
sent. 


9 to 11. I refer to what I have already said on the 70th and 71st para- 
graphs of the first Minute. 

The ordinary expence of the troops (I mean their pay and batta and all 
fixed allowances) would have been equally incurred, whether they were em- 
ployed on the frontiers, or in the interior parts of the country, and so indeed 
would a great part of the extraordinary expence, because were our troops to 
retire, the mountaineers would advance as formerly. 

12 & 13. The fifteen lacks paid to Mr. N athaniel Middleton on account of the 
Rohilla war are actually in the treasury at Calcutta, and the five lacks which 
were to have been paid to Mr. Grady are on their way from Patna. Till an 
accurate examination can be made of the paymaster’s accounts, I will not say 
that the subsidy of 2,10,000 per month is fully equal to the whole expence 
of the troops with the Vizier. It was formed on a calculation made by General 
Sir Robert Barker, and it should be remembered that there are some charges 
in the second brigade which are not on the Vizier’s account, particularly the 
disbursements of the garrison of Chunargur, the hospital at Dinapore, the 
troop of cavalry, and the corps of cadets. 

16 to 25. In the general statement which I transmitted of the balances 
of the treasuries, amounting to current B80,49,806, it is true the balances 
of the provincial treasuries are stated in September and those of the Cal- 
cutta treasuries are stated on the 30th of November, and consequently a 
part of the sums which have been remitted from the several districts 
to the Presidency was twice credited ; but although this objection appears 
plausible it is not in reality of any weight, because the collections in the 
districts in the intermediate time compensate the remittances, and are as likely 
to be more as less. The reason for the provincial balances not being made up 
to a later date was that no later accounts had been received from the several 
districts, nor would the account have been exact if all the balances could have 
been stated on the same day, because in such case the remittances from the 
districts towards the latter end of the period would not have appeared at all. 
They woTxld have been sent away from the districts, but would not have arrived 
at Calcutta. 

The account (No. 2) transmitted you by the gentlemen of the majority as 
a corrected account is very fallacious. The remittances are deducted and the 
collections are not added, but even were I to admit this account, still if I 
include the whole of your treasuries, the balance will amount to current 
®88,27,120, instead of fi80, 49,806 as before stated, as will be explained by the 
accompanying account No. 1. The accepted bills are not brought to credit in 
the treasury as cash, but they should certainly be inserted in a general state- 
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ment. They are debited in the Provincial accounts, and should, therefore, be 
credited in the accounts of the Presidency. 

I cannot comprehend the justice or the regularity of the account No. 1 
which the gentlemen of the majority say “ should be set against my balance 
if that cash account be meant to give the Company a true idea of the state 
of their affairs, and which would produce a real balance against them.** In 
speaking of the prosperous state of the Company’s affairs, I suppose the 
treaty of Benares is to be confirmed, and do not regard the balance on the 
King’s account as a debt to be paid by the Company. Should it be deter- 
mined to annul the Treaty of Benares, to continue the tribute to the King, and 
to pay him three years of arrears, I will then no longer assert that the Com- 
pany’s affairs are in a state of prosperity. 

The balances in the account of the Nabob Mobarick o Dowlah may for the 
most part be justly due, and ought not to have been omitted, had I been 
drawing up a general statement of the sums to be paid by the Company and 
the sums to be received by them ; but as tliose balances were due to nearly the 
same amount in October 1773 as in November 1774, they make no difference 
in my argument concerning the improved state of the Company*s finances. 

The three last articles in the account are the computed savings in the 
Company*s civil and military expen ces, and the receipts from Sujah Dowlah. 
How these are introduced among the balances due from the Company I know 
not : they serve only to prove how earnestly the gentlemen of the late Ad- 
ministration exerted their endeavours for the Company’s benefit, and how much 
such exertions were required. 

26. Every month has its proportion of disbursements. There are other 
payments due and advances which must be made, besides the salaries of the 
Council and the Judges, but these ought not to be taken into the estimate 
which closed with the preceding month ; at least, if the sums are anticipated 
which are to come in on the debtor side, the credits also should be included. 

27. The agreements of the farmers having been very high the demands are 
stated accordingly and the balances in consequence appears very large. Thq 
actual collections have not fallen so short as would be imagined from the style 
of the majority’s letters. I have subjoined a particular account of them. 

My everlasting Theme of the Famine (as the gentlemen are pleased to 
call it) I must continue to insist on as an event, the effect of which must still 
be felt for many years, and which renders it impossible that the collections in 
general should be equal to what they were formerly. I speak of the Dewanny 
lands. As to the Company’s ceded lands, the northern pergunnahs of Burdwan 
appear to have been the only part of them which suffered in the famin<s, and 
upon the whole their revenue at present is fully equal to the medium of former 
years and much superior to what they yielded on the first acquisition of them. 

It is true that the lauds were let in general too high, but the excess cannot 
prove a real loss to the Company, nor was it to be prevented. 

The exact value of the lands was known only to the zemindars and old 
farmers, from whom it was not to be expected that they should part with their 
knowledge. To find out the real value the most probable method was to let 
them to the highest bidders ; and the fairest and only means which would not 
admit of conclusions against the character of the gentlemen concerned in form- 
ing the new settlement was to dispose of the farms by public auction. 

This proved however such a source of competition that the lands in gene- 
ral were overrated. Especially in Nuddea, where this happened, a'batements have 
been allowed, that is to say, the excess which ought not to have been put upon 
the rents, if it could have been avoided has been taken off, and a competent 
knowledge has been obtained of the state and capacity of the lands throughout 
the provinces, which will be of great advantage in forming the next settlement 
when the term of the present shall have expired. 

The following is an abstract of the' nett revenue received from the Com- 
*pany’s ceded lands, and from the Dewanny lands of Bengal and Behar extracted 
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from the khalsa records. This will show beyond all argument the state of your 
collections in the different periods since your acquisition of the Dewanny. So 
much has been already said upon this subject in my minute of appeal, and the 
letters from the late Administration to which I have then referred, that I will 
not trouble you with needless repetitions. The profits arising from the salt 
farms and the sale of opium are not included in this account, but, if added, 
would raise the revenue of 1,180 to above 245 lacks. 


Abstract of the Net Revenue received from the Companfs Ceded Lands and from, the Lewanny 
Lands of Bengal and Behar as extracted from the Khalsa Records^ 


Tears. . 

Ceded lands. 

Dewanny lands 
of Bengal. 

Behar. 

Total. 

In the Bengal year 1171 or the 





Behar and Orissa year 1172 





answering to the English year 





1764-65 

• « 


. • • ••• 

39.03,855 


In 1172 or 1765-66 . 

m • 

• • • • • 


48,88,061 


117:1 or 17<i6-67 . 

f • 


1,45,90,815 

54,76.813 


1174 or 1767-68 . 

• • 


1,55,94,706 

54,90,14.3 


117.H or 1768-69 . 

• • 

56,64,795 

1,58,73,453 

50,60,sl7 

2,66,99,065 

1176 or 1769-70 . 

a • 

4«,91,.546 

1,4.3,41,168 

41,12,133 

2,33,44,847 

1177 or 1770-71 . 

• a 

54,55.834 ' 

1,40,06,030 

46,2-2,695 

2,40,84.559 

1178 or 1771-73 ., 

a • 

58,18,021 

1,50,23,260 

46,70,788 

2,55,12,069 

1179 01-1772-73 . 

m m 

57,75,093 

1,21,83,631 

43,19,632 

2,-22,78,356 

1180 or 1773-74 . 

a 

55,18,040 

1,34,48,-354 

4),lU,02I j 

2,30,76,415 


I have been so much strained for time that I know not whether I ought 
not to bespeak your pardon for the incorrectness of this address. I have en- 
deavoured to keep it within as small a compass as the design of it would admit. 
Many passages and entire paragraphs of the minutes of the majority I have 
passed without a reply, either because they contained nothing which required a 
reply, or because the language was too harsh, and the reflexions too personal 
to deserve one. These were the studied and deliberate production of the Closet, 
.and from them you will judge of the temper which is to regulate your interests 
in this difficult and extensive Government, in the long interval which must 
, elapse before your orders can apply the decisive remedy to the disorders inevi- 
tably resulting from it. 

My situation is truly painful and mortifying, deprived of the powers with 
which I have been invested by a solemn Act of the Legislature, ratifying your 
choice of me to fill the first office in this Administration, denied the respect 
which is due to my station and character, denied even the rights of personal 
civility by men with whom I am compelled to associate in the daily course 
of official business, and condemned to bear my share in the responsibility of 
measures which I do not approve, I should long since have yielded up my place 
in this disgraceful scene, did not my ideas of my Duty to you and a confidence 
. in your justice animate me to persevere ; and if your Becords must be dishonored 
and your Interests suspended by the continuance of such contests as have 
hitherto composed the Business of your present Council, it shall be my care to 
. bear as small a part in them as possible, making the line of my duty, exempt 
from every personal consideration in this, as in every other concern incident to 
my station, the sole guide of conduct if I can. 

I have the honor, &o., 

WAKBEN HASTINGS.- 
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G&meral Balance of Gash in the Treasuries in Bengal, the BOth November 1774. 

Balance of the Provincial Treasuries as stated by General Clavering, Mr. 

Monson and Mr. Francis, in wbicii tlie Provincial Treasuries are debited 


for the remittances made from 

them from September to the 

end of 




November, but not credited tor the receipts • • Sicca rupees 

21,57,233 

7 

9 

Khalsa Treasury— 







Beady Money 

12,85,847 

4 

1 




Ready Money receivable as per corrected list . 11,90,S63 

11 

13 




Transfer Bills . • 

. . . 6,34,008 

8 

0 

31,10,719 

7 

14> 


Sicca Rupees • . 

• 

• 

52,67,952 

15 

13 


Batta 16 per cent. 

• 

* 

8,42,872 

7 

13 


Current Rupees • • 

# 

• 

61,10,825 

7 

6 

Grand Treasury Balance 

• • • • • 

• 

■ 

18,00,724 

8 

0 

Tactory Balance . . 

• • 4^ • • 

• 

• 

14,29,295 

6 

10 


Current Rupees , • 

m 

• 

88,40,845 

5 

16 


Fort William, 30th l^ovemher 1774. 

Errors Excepted. 


To the Hon'ble Court of Directorsj &c., &o., &c. 

Hon’blb Sies, — Although you will receive au estimate of the resources 
aud disbursements for the present year with the despatches from the Public 
Department, yet as this account has been drawn out with great accuracy, and 
I believe with equal fidelity, by the two Accomptants, and is a stronger illustra- 
tion both of the diligence exerted by the late Administration for the retrieval 
of your affairs, and of the efdcacy of their measures than the most labored 
arguments, I beg leave to forward a copy of it with this address and recommend 
it to your particular attention. General Clavering has offered some objections 
to it, which with my reply I have also the honor to enclose. 

The different modes proposed by General Clavering and myself have been 
very largely discussed in the Consultations, more perhaps than was necessary. 
I should have been better pleased tliat the Board had consented to pay off the 
principal debt of 1772, but 1 am contented with the reduction of the interest, 
because I see it leads to the same end. Both propositions amount to a proof 
that your finances in Bengal are not in the ruinous state which the gentlemen 
of the majority have laboured to prove, since the debt which has been accumu- 
lated for some years past is now in a course of liquidation. 

In my last Ipromised that I would myself undertake the vindication of 
Mr. Graham against the aspersion of the Eanny of Burdwan. I have waited for 
her reply to his, and for the proofs which she was called upon to produce in 
support of her allegations. She has at length delivered her reply, but I believe 
J may venture to pronounce my judgment upon this composition, although it is 
before your notice, so far as to say that it contains no proofs of Mr. Graham’s 
misconduct, and that it admits of one fact, which even in her labored relation 
of it is much to his honor. 

As the Eanny has charged Mr. Graham with having been personally 
instrumental in depriving her of her authority which she held over the Eajah4 
household, and of the person of her son, and of having even treated and en- 
couraged others to treat her with personal disrespect, I judged it necessary 
to oaE upon Mr. Charles Stuart, who was the Collector of Burdwan at the 
time to which this transaction applies, for his declaration of the circum- 
stances of it. The despatches of both ships being closed when the Eanny’s 
reply was received, and Mr. Stuart, on the point of departing on one of 
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them, the copies of my letter to him and of his in reply will afford you the 
most satisfactory information upon this subject. I may not conceal from you, 
that information of Mr. Graham’s interference on this occasion was given me 
at the time by the B/arny, and you may perceive by Mr. Stuart’s letter, 
written to me on the occasion (which forms a part of the last-mentioned 
enclosure), that I was not disposed to suffer a circumstance of that nature to 
pass without enquiry. I was satisfied both from Mr. Stuart’s report, and the 
explanation which Mr. Graham himself gave me of his conduct at Burdwan, 
exactly concurring with the former, that the Banny’s complaint was without 
foundation. The measures which took place at this time for the regulation 
of the Bajah’s family were the issue of a tedious enquiry made in the Govern- 
ment of Mr. Cartier ; and the resolution of the Board passed at that time was 
no more than confirmed and carried into execution in April or May 1772. The 
proceedings of that period will shew, that I was not on such terms of cordiality 
with Mr. Graham as to have yielded to his wishes in a point of much conse- 
quence, if I can be supposed capable of so unworthy a motive. In truth 
it was in consequence of the Banny’s own representations, and the disturb- 
ances which her intrigues had created in the districts, that I determined to put 
an effectual bar to her future hopes, by proposing that the resolution of the 
preceding Council should be carried into force ; and I myself took care to 
have this effectually accomplished. The Banny has had better success with 
the present Administration, but I trust that your commands will put a more 
decisive conclusion to this unbecoming competition. 

Bobt ■William, I I have the honor, «feo., 

23rd February 1775. / WABBEN HASTINGS. 


To Petes MicaELi, Esq. 

Sir, — Having accidentally discovered an omission in my minute of appeal 
which accompanied my letter addressed to the Court of Directors, dated the 8rd 
December 1774, I request the favor of you to correct it in the original 
minute and in the duplicate and triplicate since forwarded, as the subject and 
sense are both incomplete without it. The passage to which I refer will be 
found in the 8th or 9th page from the end. The paragraph begins with these 
words — “To the public acts manifesting the temper of their proceedings I 
may quote another.” 

This imperfect sentence remains to be completed by the following addi- 
tion : — 

** Proof of a more personal nature in the minute of one of their number, 
Mr. Erancis, who has even descended to brand my conduct with the epithets 
‘ extravagant and mean ’ and other opprobrious terms.” 

1 am, &c., 

WABBEN HASTINGS. 


General Clavering also delivers in the following copy of the address of himself. Colonel 
Monson, and Mr. Franois to the Court of Directors sent by the Bute, together with the papers 
therein mentioned to be enclosed • 

Minute from Gbnbbai. CLAvEaixo, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis. 


The separate minutes which we have thought it necessary to draw up for 
„ , , the information of the Hon’ble Court of Directors, 

..a liaTe never yet retarded or interfered with the pro- 

Court of Directors per Bute. secutiou aud despatch of puhlic business. The 

hours which might have been dedicated to ease and relaxation, have been 
employed in the severe and toilsome duty of explaining the nature of those 
measures, which we nbt only had the strongest reasons to condemn, hut 
which we were obliged to act in immediate opposition. This labour however is 
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too heavy to he contimied ; nor have we anything at present to add to the 
arguments with which we have endeavoured to support and defend our con- 
duct. 

2. If the Eohilla war should he approved of hy our superiors, or if they 
should condemn us for withdrawing the brigade out of the Rohilla country, 
and brin^'ing it nearer to our own frontier, we shall submit to authority , hut 

4 we do not conceive it possible for us to alter our opinion. Without pursuing 
that or any other endless argument with the Governor-General, we now think 
it sufficient for the complete vindication of our conduct, to establish the credit 
of such of our assertions as the Governor-General has been pleased to dispute, 
by referring more particularly to the evidence on which they were founded, and 
which we presume will be deemed satisfactory. 

3. We mean also to convince the Governor, that in some material instances 
he has concluded hastily on groundless suppositions. In short, since we have 
not had the good fortune to succeed in our attempts to satisfy him of the impro- 
priety of his conduct and opinions, by the mode of argument which we have 
hitherto made use of, we shall endeavour to obviate all farther difficulties on 
this head, by appealing to authorities which he cannot dispute, or by setting 
some of his own declared opinions or positive assertions in a clear and direct 
opposition to each other. 

4. The Governor makes frequent reference to that passage in our intro- 
ductory minute of the 30th November 1774, in which we express our concern, 
“that the iustification of our conduct must of necessity carry with it, and cp 
only be supported by a strong and deliberate censure of the preceding Adminis- 
tration.” We for ourselves do not see in what particular the supposed weak- 
ness or impropriety of this declaration can be understood to consist. 

The adoption of a new system, in opposition to one already established, 
necessarily implies a censure of that from which we resolve to depart. To 
prove that the new system is good, it seems indispensably necessary to shew, 
that the one to which it is opposed was false or defective. Tho censure in 
that ease must be strong and deliberate. The accidental insertion of the word 
only seems to lead to a presumption very injurious to our argument. We 
believe, that the rectitude of our conduct has been supported by a train of posi- 
tive arguments sufficient to establish it, independant of that strong and deliberate 
censure which they necessarily fix on the measures of the late Administration. 
But we are not the judges in our own cause and willingly submit every part 
of the question between the Governor-General and ourselves to a higher 
authority. 

5. Before we proceed to those observation.s, which we hope will establish a 
positive defence of any former opinion delivered by us with respect to the 
Eohilla war, let us clear the ground. 

6. The Governor-General, without enquiring into facts, or without asking 
us an obvious question, which we should immediately have answered, takes it 
for granted, that the contents of the despatches sent to England by the Mercury 
pacquet had been communicated to us by the Court of Directors, and that w’c 
were thoroughly informed (as far as his report of 4th October 1773 could 
inform us) of the nature and extent of his negotiation with tho Vizier at 
Benares. 

On this gratuitous supposition he founds many a serious argument against 
the sincerity of our professed prejudices in his favor, and very justly con- 
cludes', that we could not be in earnest, in declaring, that we came into this 
country impressed with the highest idea of the wisdom and ability with which he 
had conducted the Company’s affairs. "We admit the conclusion to be just and 
regular, but we deny the premises. 

The despatches by the Mercury were received but a few days before we 
left London, and were never communicated to us by the Court of Directors. 
The following extract of a letter we wrote to their Secretary, Mr. Mitchell, 
from Spithead, dated the 9th of April 1774, will, we hope, convince the Gov- 
ern or- General, that we had at that time no reason to alter the too partial opinion 
which we had formed of his character and conduct, 
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As we sailed in three days after, it was impossible for us to receive an 
answer to that letter — 

" We think it very necessary to inform you, that among the several letters 
contained in the Company’s pacquet directed to us, and intended for our parti- 
cular use, we do not find copies of the last general letters, either from Port 
William or Madras, or any extracts from them, except one letter from the 
Revenue Department at Port William which relates solely to the bank. 

“ We are therefore entirely unacquainted with the actual state of the Com- 
pany’s affairs at Bengal, and upon the coast, where, nevertheless, as we under- 
staad from private intelligence, some very important events have lately taken 
place. Copies of the above letters were particularly desired by us, and we were 
inf ormed that we should be favored with them. We now request that they 
may be forwarded immediately to the Company’s agent at Portsmouth, who 
will either send them off to us, or return them to you, in case we should have 
sailed before he receives your pacquet.” 

7. Thus far, we presume, the Governor’s implied charge of insincerity in 
our first declarations is completely answered. The Court of Directors are 
already sufficiently informed at what time, and from what causes, we found 
ourselves obliged to relinquish our earliest opinions in Mr. Hastings’ favor, and 
to adopt others diametrically opposite to them. We now beg leave to go a 
little farther than we have yet done, in the explanation of our sentiments on 
this subject. 

8. If it had been possible for us to have seen the despatches by the Mer- 
cury, or if the subsequent proceedings of the late Administration in regard 
to the Rohilla war could have been known to us before we left England, we 
are very much inclined to think, that it would not only have shaken our 
opinion of Mr, Hastings’ character, but have deterred tis from engaging with 
him in any shape in the Government of Bengal. 

9. As for the Treaty of Benares, it is true we had heard that Korah and 
Illahabad were ceded to the Vizier, but we neither knew on what specific con- 
ditions, nor any of the circumstances that attended and might have justified 
such a measure. 

The word sale, we apprehend, is the only one that can be properly applied 
to the terms agreed on with the Vizier for putting him into possession of the 
King’s demesne. Of itself it implies nothing dishonorable to either party, 
unless we annex to it the idea of selling what is not our own without the 
owner’s consent. In that case, the dishonor, if any, is exclusively fixed upon 
the representatives of the Company. The purchaser has no share in it. 

10. Our remarks on some particular passages in the Governor General’s last 
volume shall be as short and distinct as possible, lest they should swell into the 
same alarming size. 

Many of his objections are already answered in our preceding minutes, 
which he had not an opportunity of seeing or considering when he wrote that 
of the 10th of January. We will not weary the Court of Directors with use- 
less repetitious. If our unfavorable representation of the present state of 
Bengal has been exaggerated, the evidence of facts will soon come forward and 
convict us. 


In the meantime we refer the Court of Directors to the answers given in 
by Messrs. Middleton, Dacres, and Yansittart to the queries proposed by Colo- 
nel Monson, concerning the internal state of this country. We presume it 
could not be the object of these gentlemen to condemn the measures of the 
late Administration, since they themselves made part of it. 

Let their own representation of facts be considered. 


Mr. Hastings — Hs minute o£ the 10th of 
January 1775. 

"Paragraph 10. — Brave and inde- 
pendent are epithets not very con- 
sistent with the discription given of 
the Rohillas in the 39th paragraph. 
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11. The discription referred to is, that 
they are loeaTc, divided, and defenceless, 
and that they live in dread of a superior 
neighbour. 
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Their independence was established 
by their having treated for a course 
of years with the neighbouring powers, 
particularly with the Vizier, and even 
with the representatives of the Com- 
pany, as an independent State ; as 
such they have been hitherto acknow- 
ledged. 

JBrave and Independent. — The 12. Admitting the facts, we say that 

Rohillasare nota waiioji, but atrihe of the Rohillas were lords of the country 
free-booters, who conquered the by right of conquest and of long 
country about sixty years ago, and possession. "We add that they governed 
have ever since lived upon the fruits it with lenity and moderation, as clearly 
of it, &c. The Rohillas are Maho- appears by the flourishing condition in 
medans ; the natives are Hindoos. which our army found it. If a defect in 

their title, or difference of religion, be of 
itself a sufficient ground for invading 
such a State, we desire to know on 
what principles Mr. Hastings will defend 
the right of the British empire to the 
actual sovereignty of these provinces. 
As this question evidently leads to others, 
which may not only affect his duty 
as a servant of the Company, but his 
allegiance as a subject, we desire him 
to be very cautious what answer he 
makes to it. 

Taragraph 11. — The majority, in 13. The particulars referred to are 
mentioning the deficiency in my contained in a short paragraph of Mr. 
report on the Rohilla expedition, sup- Hastings’ report of the 4ith of October 
pressed the particulai’s related by me, 1773 (copy of which was annexed to 
&c. our first minute. No. 1 of the 30th 

November 1774) and the report itself 
was already before the Court of Direc- 
tors. We apprehend that any paper 
annexed to a dispatch makes part of 
that dispatch, otherwise every document 
must be inserted in the body of the 
letter. 

Paragraph 13. — Let this minute 14. The same observation applies to 
be compared with the short mutilated the resolution of the late Select Corn- 
extract, &o. mittee of the 26th of November 1773, 

of which we enclosed a complete copy. 

Paragraph 16. — I am sorry to see 16. It is with the utmost degree of 
the names of Oiavering and Monson astonishment we perceive, in the Gov- 
subsoribed to such unworthy insinua- ernor-General’s observations on our 
tions, because I do not believe that letter to the Court of Directors, inti- 
even the heat of party contention can mations and suggestions injurious to our 
have so far warpped their minds from reputation and honor. We call upon 
theeonsiderationof that justice, which him to manifest in what instance we 
every man of honor will yield to have deviated from the sentiments 
the honor of others, as to make them therein delineated, and what shadow of 
really believe me capable of so base right there is to suppose that the names 
an artifice as they have imputed to me, of Clavering and Monson would be affix- 
without the slightest grounds to sup- ed to declarations inconsistent with their 
port it. I will not answer it. sentiments and opinions. Such insinua- 

tions may sometimes have the effect in- 
tended on the present occasion, but 
with men of honor will ever be treated 
with the disregard they deserve. 

J. CLAVERING. 

284 GEO. MONSON. 
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As I am not cliarged ■witli haying set 
my name to anything -vrhich I did not 
really belieye, I shall make no other 
objection to this paragraph, but that it 
seems to haye a tendency to divide me 
from those men whose public princi- 
ples I adopt, whose public measures I 
avow, whose private characters I respect, 
and to whom I have the honor to be 
united, not only in the support of pub- 
lic measures, but by the strongest ties of 
personal regard and esteem. 

I will not accept of a compliment 
from the Governor-General or any man 
that appears to be exclusive of General 
Clavering and Colonel Monson. 

P. PEANCIS. 


^Paragraph 16 . — I do not believe 
that even the heat of party conten- 
tion, &o. 


Paragraph 18.— An appeal to the 
passions is an insult to the under- 
standing. 


16. " We pretend not to look into the 
hearts of others, but we exercise the 
right allowed to all mankind of judg- 
ing of intentions by facts.’* 

[ yide Mr. Hastings’ paragraph 18.] 

17. We cannot assent to the truth of 
this assertion, if it be meant as a gene- 
ral proposition. In many cases we are 
convinced, that the appeals which de- 
serve the most favorable attention of 
the understanding, are those which find 
access to the head through the medium 
of the heart. True policy, true wis- 
dom does not indiscriminately reject 
such appeals ; but supposing the pro- 
position to be true to its utmost extent, 
we at least hawe a right to expect that 
it shall be impartially applied. 

Mr. Hastings, in his address of the 
3rd of December, which regularly should 
have contained nothing but a defence 
against a charge, takes care to remind 
the Court of Directors “ of his former 
services, of his reliance on their justice, 
of the consciousness of his own integrity, 
of his willingness to devote the remain- 
der of his life to their service, of his 
determination to submit without a mur- 
mur to their sentence ; nOr should the 
severity of it make him lose the sense of 
gratitute he feels and owes to the obli- 
gations already laid upon him, &c.” 

Is this an appeal to the justice of his 
judges, or is it an insult to their under- 
standing. 

18. *The accounts we gave of the 
enormities practised by Shuja Dowla, 
during the conduct, and after the deci- 
sion of the war, were founded on the 
authority of the Commanding Officer 
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of the British forces, on which we still 
implicitly rely. 

At that time certainly we had not the 
least shadow of reason to distrust it. 

The following private letter from 
Colonel Champion to Mr. Hastings, 
dated 10th of May 1774, will, we appre- 
hend, completely vindicate the truth of 
this part of our representation. As it 
is now upon record we have an unques- 
tionable right to appeal to it. 


Bissoitley, the 10th May 1774. 


COPY. 

” Dear Sir, — I have the pleasure to send you a short address for the 
Board, requesting permission to repair to the Presidency ; and I beg you will 
not fail to present it as soon as credible accounts shall arrive of any officers 
being on the way to Bengal to take the command of the army. 

** Not only do I wish to get down as soon as ’possible to put my little 
affairs in the best order for my return to Europe ; but I must be candid enough 
to unbosom myself to you freely, and confess that the nature of the service, 
and the terms on which I have been employed this campaign, have been 
inexpressibly disagreeable. 

" The authority given to the Vizier over your army has totally absorbed that 
degree of consequence due to my station. My hands have been tied up from 
giving protection or asylum to the miserable. I have been obliged to give a 
deaf ear to the lamentable cries of the widow and fatherless, and to shut my eyes 
against a wanton display of violence and oppression, of inhumanity and 
cruelty. ■ 

“ The Company’s interest constrained me in public to stifle the working 
of my feelings, but I must give them vent in private. 

" Though we had no active part in his base proceedings, yet it is well 
known that the success of our arms gave him the power of perpetrating these 
enormities ; and I much fear that our being even silent spectators of such deeds 
will redound to the dishonor of our nation, and impress all Hindostan with the 
most unfavorable opinion of our Government. 

"As matters now are, I know of no remedy that would so effectually re-estab- 
lish our character for justice and clemency as your taking the family of Hafiz 
under the win^s of your mercy and protection and infiuence the young Nabob 
to make provision for them in some degree suitable to their birth. 

" It would affect your sensibility too much were I to descend to particulars ; 
let it suffice that the Nabob Mahubbit Cawn, the eldest son, and the rest of^the 
fanoily of Hafiz who are under close confinement (the Begum and other women 
included) have been driven to the necessity of making private supplications for 
a little rice and water. 

"I wish my friend to leave scenes which none but the merciless Shujah can 
bear without heart-bleeding pain. EeUeve me therefore as soon as possible and 
oblige yours, &c., 

Hear Sir, &c., 

A. CHAMPION.” 
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letter is more, in our opinion, than suffi- 
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Paragraph 18 . — In the year 1764 
a detachment of our troops was em- 
ployed to burn and ravage Shuja 
Dowla*s country. It fell to the lot 
of Major Champion to execute their 


cient to justify everything we have 
said or suggested, relative to the con- 
duct of the war under the arbitrary 
command of the late Vizier. 

The records to which we now appeal 
carry the proofs of Shuja Dowla’s inhu- 
man treatment of his prisoners farther 
than the most prejudiced imagination 
could have conceived possible, or the 
most malignant spirit of calumny could 
have ventured to suggest. 

20. The letter from Shuja Dowla sent 
home by the last ship, and which Colo- 
nel Champion has given the Board 
some reason to think was fabricated and 
advised by Colonel MacLean, has pro- 
duced a reply from Colonel Champion, 
which we think deserves the highest 
attention, not only of the Court of 
Directors, but of Parliament and the 
nation. Such a detail of enormities has 
never yet, we believe, made part of the 
history of any nation. We submit to 
the Court of Directors, whether it be 
not absolutely necessary for the vindi- 
cation of the Company, for clearing the 
honor of the British name, and for fix- 
ing the oprobrium of these transactions 
upon the persons who alone shall appear 
to be guilty, that every letter and other 
document sent from hence relative to 
the Bohilla war should be immediately 
printed and published. Por the present, 
however, we beg leave to support our 
first ideas of the personal baseness and 
brutality of the late Vizier by the en- 
closed copies of seven papers* annexed 
to Colonel Champion’s reply. They 
come before us supported by every 
species of concurring evidence of which 
the subject is capable. If they should 
req[uire any farther explanation, Colonel 
Champion will be in England, and may 
be called upon to give it. 

21. Let us not be understood to mean 
that Mr. Hastings ought to be impli- 
cated in the personal charges fixed upon 
Shuja Dowla. In strict justice perhaps 
the author or promoter of an unjust 
measure may be deemed answerable for 
all the fatal consequences that attend 
it. We are willing to believe, that many 
of these consequences were not foreseen 
or intended by Mr. Hastings. 

22. To prove an inconsistency between 
Colonel Champion’s present sentiments 
and his own practice above ten years 
ago, Mr. Hastings produces an extract 
of a letter from Colonel Champion 
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commission, and how well he dis- 
charged it, and how little his feelings 
were at that time afEected. 


JParagraph 20 . — The Governor dis- 
putes the truth of the reports of 
brutal outrages offered to the wives 
and daughters of the E-ohillas, though 
of the highest rank. 


Faragraph 19 . — ^The Governor 
quotes a letter from Colonel Champion 
of the 12th June 1774. 
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to the late Mr. Vansittart, dated 20th 
June 1764. We leave it to our superiors 
to determine upon the validity of this 
evidence, with respect to the conclusion 
proposed to be drawn from it, and upon 
the fairness and equity of introducing it 
at this period. 

What we say for ourselves is, that 
the Governor manifestly contradicts him- 
self in the very paragraph in which he 
charges Colonel Champion with incon- 
sistency. 

Speaking of the Vizier’s sending out 
detachments to plunder, he says — this 
I pronounce to be both barbarous and 
impolitic yet, when he mentions the 
same scene of barbarities and wanton 
enormities supposed to have been exer- 
cised by Major Champion in the year 
1764, he says — “I do not mean to re- 
proach him with having done the duty 
assigned him.’* Our question is, could it 
be Colonel Champion’s duty to do what 
was both barbarous and impolitic, and if 
it was, by whom was it assigned him ? 

23. We continue to believe the truth 
of the charge upon the best evidence the 
nature of it will admit of — 

Ut , — Public notoriety and opinion. 

2nd . — The reports made to Colonel 
Champion, on which the Colonel can- 
didly observes “ that he had no grounds 
sufB-cient to prove the accusation.*’ 

3rd . — The personal character of the 
• Vizier; and lastly the indisputed evi- 
dence of Colonel Leslie, that he had 
repeatedly entered the women’s apart- 
ments which no Mussulman would do 
without a base and brutal intention, nor 
could do without leaving shame and dis- 
honor behind him. 

As for the rest, it appears by Colonel 
Leslie’s evidence that he had even de- 
cended to rob the women of their trin- 
kets. But as on this general head we 
have already referred to evidence of a 
more direct and comprehensive nature, 
it only remains for 'us to observe that, 
supposing the Vizier to have conducted 
the war upon the most moderate and 
honorable principles, or supposing his 
quarrel with the Bohillas to have been 
ever so well founded, it would have been 
no motive or justification of our engag- 
mg m it with him. 

24. As every word of this quotation 
tends to confirm in the strongest manner 
our representation of the Vizier’s inlm- 
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man treatment of his prisoners, we 
desire that it may be particularly con- 
sidered. 

Colonel Champion says “ that the inhu- 
manity and dishonor, with which the 
late proprietors of the country and their 
families had been treated was known 
all over those parts, that their letters to 
him would convey but a faint idea of 
the treatment those unhappy people had 
met with, that he could not help com- 
passionating such unparalleled misery. 

“ That the requests to the Vizier to 
shew lenity were frequent but fruitless ; 
and though professedly taken in good 
part by the Vizier yet only served to 
procure them more rigorous treatment.’’ 

On the representations contained in 
this letter we content ourselves with 
remarking that, exclusive of the proba- 
bility of their being true, and of the 
gross improbability of their being invent- 
ed by Colonel Champion, we have a 
right to appeal to his authority, as a com- 
petent witness of the ' facts he vouches 
for, until his credit shall be completely 
invalidated by some satisfactory and 
positive proof of his having deliberately 
intended to traduce the Vizier, and de- 
ceive his superiors, and that he adopted 
this dishonorable design so long ago as 
IMLay last. 

Paragraph SI . — I neVfer asserted 26. We well recollect that this was 
that my chief reasott f of withholding one of the reasons assigned by the Gov- 
the correspondence viras that they re- ernor, though it might not have been 
lated to a - dififerehce between the the chief one. It now appears that such 
Vizier and. Colonel Champion. a difference did exist, and that it arose 

from circumstances which he might 
naturally wish should continue to be 
concealed from us. As the truth of our 
assertion however turns upon personal 
testimony, we shall not insist upon it. 

Paragraph - SB . — It is a misrepre- 26. We do not pretend to understand 
sentation to say that the Vizier dared the Persian idiom. The words we quot- 
to tell the Presidency “ that he is the ed are plain English. That Shuja Dowla 
master of ' the Company’s army,” he consideredhim8elf,asin effect, the master 
says " but I am the master in these of the Company’s army, appears plainly 
affairs, , and the power of retaining or from the style he assumed in his dis- 
dTRmissing .thfl 'Rngliah army is mine.” courses with Colonel Champion; for 

which we beg leave to refer to the Colo- 
nel’s narrative and to the documents an- 
nexed to it. 

27. The facts relative to the negotiation 
at Benares, as far as they appear, are laid 
before the Court of Directors. It is for 
them to judge and conclude from the 
facts to the motives. We say that Mr. 
Hastings conferred constantly with the 
Vizier, without the presence of a third 
person, though the Commander-in-Ohief 
and two of the Council were upon the 
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spot. We say that the treaty contained 
nothing hut a defensive alliance ; but 
that in two months it appeared that Mr. 
Hastings had entered into offensive en- 
gagements with the Vizier. These are 
the transactions which we at first call- 
ed dark and mysterious. We are now 
ready to retract those epithets, and to 
declare our opinion that they are not so 
dark and mysterious as we thought 
them. 

'Paragraph S6. — I look in vain for 28. The orders for recalling the bri- 
the justification of their conduct in gade were not dispatched till the 4th of 
recalling the brigade at the crisis of November. The treaty with the last of 
the war. the Rohilla Chiefs was concluded on the 

Wide Mr. Hastings' mimte of 30th 6th October (the war was finally oon- 
Novemher 1774.\ eluded by the treaty with S'yzulla Oawn), 

but the fate of the war had been de- 
cided many months before. 

On other occasions we are charged with 
a wanton or malignant censure of a 
measure already passed and determined, 
in the sole view of throwing a useless 
reflection on the last Adrdinistration. 

Paragraph 41. — I do reckon the 29. The charge being thus deli- 
probable acq[uisition of wealth among berately admitted, and the doctrine thus 
my reasons for taking up arms against triumphantly avowed, we should go 
my neighbours. beyond the limits of our of&ce, if we took 

upon us to pronounce any sentence or 
farther opinion upon it. 

Paragraph 44.“-The rupees of the 30. If they have it must be known, 
currency of Oude have a fixed stand- "We have called upon the proper officers 
ard. of the mint to inform us what is the 

standard and intrinsic value of the Sicca 
rupees of the currency of Oude ; for this 
is the coin in which by the treaty of 
Benares the payments were to be made. 
By their report (No. 8), contained in the 
annexed paper, it appears that the Gov- 
ernor is mistaken in asserting that the 
above rupees have a fixed standard. Mr, 
Paxton, the Assay-Master, says — " that 
on examining the assay book for several 
years back, he does not find that any 
rupee under the description of Oude 
Siccas have been brought to the mint 
that *' the Viziery rupees seem to have no 
fixed standard but are found to vary in 
respect to fineness from 8:611 to 37*022 
per cent, worse than Calcutta Siccas. 

Mr. Lloyd, the Mint-Master, says — 

that the Sicca rupees of the province 
of Oude have no fixed standard, all rary- 
ing from each other in their intrinsic 
value.’* 

I 

Mr. Touchit, the late Assay-Master, 
says — “ that there is such a variety of 
Viziery rupees that no kind of standard 
can be ascertained. Those last received 
from Shuja Dowla turned out in the mint 
ip Bet money from 18 to 40 per cent. 
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JParagraph M . — I believe that upon 
examination of the. Paymaster’s ac- 
counts that the rupees received from 
the Vizier on account of the monthly 
subsidy have yielded 111 current 
rupees per cent. 


paragraph — ^lam informed, that 
the disbursement of the troops, which 
mmrched to the service of the Vizier, 
during the three first months amount- 
ed at a medium to current rupees 
2,37,773 per month. 


below the Calcutta Siccas ; and that the 
Benares rupee produces upon a medium 
7 per cent, less than the Calcutta Sicca.” 
If, however, it should be found that the 
sums received from Shuja Dowla are 
equal upon the whole, or superior in 
yalue to the same number of current 
rupees (which, notwithstanding the first 
payments were made in a better specie, 
we very much doubt) still it does not 
follow, that the Company will have 
received the full value of what they 
were entitled to by the treaty. 

31. Supposing 100 rupees of Oude to 
be worth 111 current rupees, it follows 
that twenty one lack of those rupees 
should be worth 23,31,000 current. 

The account we give of their produce 
in Siccas was received from the Mint- 
Master, 18,29,184, or current rupees 
21,21,863-7. 

If current rupees were meant by the 
treaty the Vizier has then paid 21,863-7 
current rupees too much. If Sunnats, a 
coin equal in value to them, were meant 
by the Treaty, he has then paid 2,09,146-9 
current rupees too little. 

If Siccas were meant the deficiency 
on this payment of 21 lacks- (which will, 
we believe, be found to be the best he 
has ever made) will then increase to 
3,14,146-9 current rupees. 

32. It is not at present necessary to 
go farther into this part of the subject 
of our respective minutes. 

when once it is determined in what 
specific coin the payments from the 
Vizier are to be completed, and when 
the several payments made on that 
account are appreciated at the mint, 
we presume there can be but one opinion 
at the Board, viz., that the deficiency, 
whatever it is, shall be made good by the 
State of Oude and justice done the Com- 
pany. 

We shall only add, that a^ far as our 
present information goes, the monthly 
subsidy to the brigade has not been 
paid up beyond September last. 

33. It is well known that the Pay- 
master of the second brigade has not 
adjusted his accounts, nor sent up any 
distribution for several months to the 
Paymaster-General here. 

Till this be done, and till all the extra- 
ordinary expenses attending the above 
service are liquidated, no certain judg- 
ment can possibly be formed, whetherthe 
Company are upon the whole losers, or 


291 



36 


Paragraph 45. — ^The troops of 
cavalry 'waa not expressly raised for 
tjiis service. 


Paragraph 4J5, — I am astonished 
to find the charge of recruiting add- 
ed, &c. 

Paragraph 52. — The chasm in my 
correspondence with Colonel Cham- 
pion will now be supplied, &o. 

Paragraph 60. — This and the con- 
cluding sentence of the last paragraph 
have much the air of insinuation 
thrown out to the disadvantage of the 
civil branch of the service. 


Paragraph 49. — say that the 
Vizier’s possessions, by these acquisi- 
tions, make a complete State shut in 
effectually from foreign invasions. 


Paragraph 66 1 — I am supported 
by the opinions delivered by Colonel 
Champion, Colonel Leslie, and Major 
Hannay. 

Paragraph 69. — ^The cession of 
Korah and lllahabad is stiled by the 
majority a sale, a purchase, and the 
subsidy is branded with the appella- 
tions of pecuniary terms and hiring 
out the troops, &C.. 


Paragraph 69: — ^To remove this 
heavy load it waa proposed to raise 
the subsidy, &c. 


gainers by the subsidy stipulated for 
the foreign service of their troops. 

34. Por whatever purpose it was rais- 
ed it still served in the field at the Com- 
pany’s expence, since no provision was 
made for it in the estimate of the month- 
ly subsidy. 

36. We meant the recruiting of the 
European battalion, not of the sepoys. 

36. The chasm taken notice of by us 
was in the correspondence of Mr. Middle- 
ton, not of Colonel Champion. 

37. The civil servants of the Com- 
pany, who, in our opinion, have involved 
the Company in offensive wars, are the 
few who sat in Council. The planning 
and execution of such measures must be 
confined to those persons only who were 
honored with the confidence of the Com- 
pany, and vested with their authority. 

38. If the Governor’s object was to 
give the Vizier the whole country of the 
Rohillas as far as the mountains, why 
did he propose that Nudjif Cawn, or the 
King, should have a share of the con- 
quest ? 

39. We very earnestly desire that the 
Court of Directors may think it advis- 
able to publish the examination of these 
oflBicers referred to by the Governor. 

40. We have already proved that these 
measures were unknown to us when we 
left England. We still adhere to the 
terms in which we have described them. 
The King’s demesne was sold for a 
specific Slim, and our troops, by the very 
plan of the agreement, acted as merce- 
naries in Shuja Dowla’s service. 

^ We refer to Colonel Champion’s narra- 
tive for the manner in which the British 
Commander-in-Ohief, and the troops who 
acted under him, were treated by the 
Prince from whom they received their 
stipend. 

41. Waving at present our objections 
to the subsidy not being equal to the 
actual expence, we insist upon another, 
which we have already taken notice of. 
The circulation created by the presence- 
of a brigade, with that of the numerous 
followers who attend it, gives life- to 
industry wherever the brigade is station- 
ed, furnishes a multitude of persons of. 
means of subsistence^ and of course is 
beneficial to the revenue. It is in the 
nature of things that the removal of a 
brigade out of the Company’s territories 
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must in every instance produce the op- 
posite effect. It has already been plead- 
ed by the farmers as a reason for their 
inability to pay their rent. 

Paragraph 69. — I retract and dis- 42. We desire that no advantage may 
avow tbe words, bg keeping them in he taken of a hasty inconsiderate expres- 
the continued practice of war. sion, especially after so solemn a retracta- 

tion. Without regarding words, or wish- 
ing to bind the Governor to the strict 
meaning of the terms he makes use of, 
we affirm, that whether the principle be 
avowed or not the practice corresponds 
with it ; and that the whole tendency of 
Mr. Hastings’ agreement, in defence of 
this part of his conduct, is to prove, that 
it is highly useful to the Company to 
keep their troops in the continued prac~ 
tice of war. 

Paragraph 70. — The plan for let- 43. We do not know whose opinion 
ting the lands has not miscarried, Mr. Hastings means by the word our to 
and is still in our opinion the best unite with his own. 

that could be adopted. We do not doubt, however, of proving 

in good time that it is a mistaken opi- 
nion, by facts, which he cannot deny, 
and by authorities which, we presume, 
he will not dispute. 

44). To obtain the most circumstantial 
information of the condition of the pro- 
vinces, the following queries in writing 
were put by the Board to the gentle- 
men who lately held the superintendency 
of them : — 

1st. — In what state are the provinces 
as to agriculture, population, commerce, 
and manufactures ? 

Snd. — The cause of the defalcation in 
the revenue with their ideas to remedy 
the evil. 

3rd. — The general statement of the 
balances of the collections of their divi- 
sions to April 1774(, with an observation, 
what part of them may be received and 
what measures have been used to re- 
cover those of the preceding year. 

4th. — ^Whether, from their knowledge 
of the condition of the country, they con- 
ceive that the payments will increase 
in the proportion fixed in the bunda- 
hust settled by the Committee of Cir- 
cuit in 1772. 

45. With concern we perceive that 
the gentlemen, in their several replies 
to these queries, have not given us 
the smallest expectation that the net 
receipts into the treasury will increase 
in the progressive proportion of the 
bundabust. 

46. The motives which induced the 
Committee to make this extraordinary 
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statement of the territorial revenues 
are best known to themselves ; no cause 
has yet been assigned for the defalcation 
in the revenue which did not precede 
that transaction. This settlement by 
the most candid may be deemed an 
error in judgment ; by others less can- 
did it will be attributed to a different 
cause. 

47. The famine is held out as an evil 
that still operates to the diminution 
of trade, revenue, and agriculture. It 
may have an influence, undoubtedly it 
has, but this calamity was antecedent to 
the leasing the lands, and should not 
now be admitted as a plea for their fall- 
ing short of their estimated value in 
1773. 

48. If the Dewannee lands of Bengal 
from 1772 to 1773 w^ero worth 
1,76,81,148 Sicca rupees, and only yielded 
into the treasury 1,15,60,639 rupees, the 
remainder, exclusive of the expense of 
the collections, should not be placed to 
the misfortune of the famine. 

49. This deficiency must be found in 
collateral causes, or in a defect in the 
system, a system which tends to alienate 
the affections of the people, and to des- 
troy all confidence in Government. 

60. The zemindar or proprietor of the 
land is deprived by it of his influence, 
and of the management of his zemin- 
darree, and becomes a pensioner. The 
amount of these pensioners is an accu- 
mulated burden on Government of more 
than 12 lacks o£ rupees per annum. 

51. The izadars or farmers, who oc- 
cupy the place of zemindars, are in gene- 
ral persons taken from the dreggs of 
the people, the Banians of Calcutta or 
people protected by them who take the 
farms at any rate, depending on the 
influence of their masters to screen 
them from the just demands of Govern- 
ment, provided their farms should not 
prove an advantageous bargain. 

62. These people to make good their 

extort the last anna from 
the xyott, and when they cannot get 
more, and their master’s influence is in 
the wane, they fly, leaving a depopu- 
lated and impoverished country behind. 

To a system which produces these 
effects, the cause of the balance in arrear 
may be truly imputed. 

63. Barge deductions and remissions 
have been made in the hundabust of 
Dinagepore, Burdwan, Midnapore, and 
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Paragraph 71 . — “The employing 
our troops with the Vizier does not 
suppose the destruction of nations, but 
on the contrary the preservation of 
them.” 


Paragraph 73 . — “ If the internal 
resources of a State fail it, or are not 
equal to its occasional wants, whence 
can it obtain immediate relief but 
from external means.” 


Paragraph 73 . — “ There is not a 
single word in their address which, 
in my understanding, defends or even 
aims to defend their measures.” 


we are apprehensive more may still be 
necessary in other districts. 

54. Our utmost attention shall be 
given to this branch of the Company's 
affairs, and no inflated jumma shall be 
established, to raise expectation or to 
gain merit in their opinion. 

Our endeavours shall be employed to 
fill their treasury with specie, not their 
records with speculative representations 
of an increasing revenue. 

65. A direct insult to the under- 
standing is in one sense an appeal to 
the passions. We will not trust our- 
selves with making any observations 
upon the Governor?s proposition, lest we 
should inadvertently depart from that 
respectful and guarded moderation 
which we owe to the superior power, by 
which the present argument is to be 
decided. 

56. The true resources of such a State 
as Bengal are agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce. If these are neglected 
and suffered to decline, an external sup- 
ply of money, obtained by force of arms, 
from nations unable to resist us, will 
scarce furnish even a momentary relief. 
It must go still faster than it comes. 
The other effects of the measures, by 
which such supplies are obtained, are 
not of so transitory a nature. 

67. Without implicating ourselves in 
the operations of the Governor’s under- 
standing, we beg leave to quote a few 
words from the 61st paragraph of the 
address to which he refers — “ The whole 
argument for and against the recall of 
the brigade from the Bohilla country, 
is so fully stated in the minutes of the 
several members upon the questions pro- 
posed in Council by General Clavering 
on the 28th of last month, that to enter 
into it here would only be loading 
you with superfluous repetition.” The 
minutes above mentioned were annexed 
to the address. 

68. The conclusion of the Governor’s 
minute makes it necessary for us to 
inform the Court of Directors that in 
the Debates bet wen us he takes every 
possible opportunity of manifesting his 
zeal in behalf of the late Administration. 

Let the question in debate be what it 
may, yet, if the opinion of any one of us 
unfortunately happens to differ from his 
own, he scarce even fails to reproach us 
with intending to attack the late Ad- 
ministration. 
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This weapon, when argument fails, is 
sharp enough, in his understanding, to 
cut through every difficulty. 

We shall now once for all make him 
acquainted with our plain and unaffect- 
ed sense of the matter. 

59. Some time before the late Act of 
Parliament was in agitation, it was 
generally understood in Pngland that 
Mr. Hastings found himself thwarted 
and embarrassed in his anxious endea- 
vours to serve the Company by a factious 
opposition in his Council. Yet before 
our arrival here he had certainly found 
means to persuade the most violent of 
his opponents of the rectitude of his 
measures. 

They were open to conviction and 
changed their conduct. 

It does not follow, however, that their 
second set of opinions was better found- 
ed than the first. The fact is, we found 
them heartily united as mutual auxi- 
liaries in a common cause. 

60. Setting aside the respect and con- 
sideration due individuals, we adhere to 
the sense of the legislature expressed in 
the act of our appointment, that the 
government of these provinces could 
no longer be safely trusted to the late 
Administration, taken collectively, and 
that a change of hands was become in- 
dispensably necessary. 

We do not understand that we were 
sent into this country to pay compli- 
ments to an Administration, which we 
presume would not have been disposses- 
sed of their power, if their use of it had 
been approved. 

61. Supported in our opinioij of the 
late misgovernment of this country by 
so high an authority as that of Parlia- 
ment, and confirmed in it by our own 
immediate observation and experience, 
we do not hesitate to declare to Mr. 
Hastings that he cannot offer us a 
stronger presumptive proof of the weak- 
ness, impropriety, or depravity of any 
political principle or public measure 
whatsoever than by telling us, it was 
adopted by the late Administration. 
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Fort William, 25tli February 1775. 

Minute from General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis. 

The death of the Vizier opens a new scene of politicks in Indostan, which 
we rather wish than expect may not extend beyond the intrigues of negoti- 
ation. Our own ideas lead us to unite, and settle, if it were possible, the 
various views and interests of the several contending powers in this country, 
upon a solid and permanent establishment, taking the acknowledgment of the 
constitutional authority of the Emperor (in faith as well as profession) for 
the basis of our future policy. We condemn the political measures of the 
late Administration, as not only defective on the score of justice and expe- 
diency, but as involving this Government in an endless train of difficulties 
and contradictions for want of the necessary foundation of some uniform and 
simple principle of policy. It appears to us that the late President a nd 
Council in their transactions with the country powers have adhered to no one 
system whatsoever. 

They in fact acknowledge the sovereignty of Shaw Allum by coining 
money in his name, and by collecting and appropriating the revenues of these 
provinces under his grant ; yet they withhold his tribute, and sell his country 
to the Vizier ; who, either as Vizier or Soubah of Oude, is no more than a great 
officer of the Empire, and removable at the Emperor’s pleasure. 

Our opinions with respect to the succession to Shuja Dowlah are fully 
stated in the Secret Consultation of the 13th instant. The Court of Directors 
should understand, that we were earnestly pressed by Mr. Hastings to declare 
that the Company were bound by the Treaty of lUahabad to support any one 
of the late Vizier’s sons on the Musnud, in whose favour he might have made a 
declaration, even in articulo mortis, and to assert the Company’s right to 
interfere in settling the succession. As the Emperor’s right to his tribute and 
to his demesne are founded on, or secured by the said treaty, we did not 
expect to see any stipulation contained in it, referred to as authority by Mr. 
Hastings. 

We differ from him, however, in the sense of that article by which he 
conceives that we are bound to support the Vizier’s heir and successor, at all 
events, in the Government. The treaty expresses simply an acknowledgment, 
not a guarantee. We have adhered to our principles in acknowledging the 
eldest legitimate son, who, we understand, has quietly possessed himself of the 
succession. How far we may think fit to engage in his support, or to use our 
influence to obtain from the Emperor a regular confirmation of him, in the 
Soubadarry of Oude, ■will depend on the event of a future negotiation. We have 
adhered to Qur principles in cautiously avoiding every step which might tend 
to involve us in the business of making Nabobs, which we do not pretend, or 
desire to understand. 

The Government of Bombay have pleaded the Company’s instructions for 
taking possession of Salset and Caranja by force of arms. We are far from 
agreeing with them in the interpretation they give to their instructions from 
home, admitting the acquisition of Salset and Caranja to be a desirable object 
to the Company. We think it ought to have been oljtained by treaty and nego- 
ciation, or (supposing the Government of Bombay to be actually involved in 
a war with the Marrattas) by directing their military operations to that acqui- 
sition, and by making it their object in the conclusion of the peace. As for the 
idea of their engaging in offensive treaties with either party of the Marrattas, 
or any other Indian power, and hiring out the Company’s troops to support 
any cause or quarrel for the sake of acquiring territorial possessions, it is a 
system of policy we never can approve of, conceiving it to be no less contra- 
dictory to the intentions of the legislature than to the commercial views and 
interests of the Company. It appears to us that the Presidency of Bombay 
might still desist from pursuing the engagements they have entered into with 
B/aganaut Bow, provided they were inclined todbe guided in the line of their 
conduct by the advice of this Council. Upon the whole, we are of opinion, that 
the Government of Bombay have acted a most unwarrantable part, and that 
^ving taken the steps in question without any authority from this Presidency 
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they must answer for it to the Court of Directors. In this sense, and to this 
effect, we propose that our. answer to their last letter shall he conceived. If, 
by an amicable treaty and composition with the Marrattas, the possession of 
Salset and Caranja can be confirmed to the Company, we wish to contribute 
our utmost endeavours to that effect, but on no other footing. In short we are 
determined, as far as it may depend upon our influence and opinion, to carry 
back the Company’s future political system to those original pacific principles, 
which in former times made the British name f espeeted and revered through all 
Indostan. 

By departing from those principles, the Company’s servants have indeed 
acquired an extensive dominion founded upon force, but they have sacrificed 
that consideration and respect in the eyes of the Indian powers which might 
have constituted a solid security to any reasonable acquisition of territory, 
and have obviated the probability of any foreign power whatsoever from being 
tempted or provoked to disturb us in the possession of it. 

J. CLAVERING. 

GEORGE MONSON. 

P. PRANCIS. 


Secret Dept., Port William, 11th March 1776. 

Saturday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Waerbn Hastings, Governor-General, President. 

Lieutenant-General John Olavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monscn. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Mr. Barwell, indisposed. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 8th instant. 

Mr. Prancis begs leave to inform the Board that he this morning received 
a visit from Rajah Nundcomar, in which the Raja delivered to him a letter 
addressed to the Governor and Council and demanded of him, as a duty belong- 
ing to his office as a Councillor of this State, to lay it before the Board. Mr. 
Prancis, conceiving that he could not, consistently with his duty, refuse such 
a letter at the instance of a person of the Raja’s rank, did accordingly receive 
it, and now lays it before the Board, declaring at the same time that he is un- 
acquainted with the contents of it. Mr. Prancis further begs leave to observe 
that he received this letter publickly in the presence of a considerable number 
of persons, and that the Raja’s verbal request was interpreted to him by these 
different persons. 

P. PRANCIS, 


Mr. Prancis brings a letter from 
Nundcomar accusing the Governor, 


Opened and read the letter from Maharajah Nund- 
comar, delivered in by Mr. Francis, which is as fol- 
lows 


To the Hon’blb Warren Hastings, President and Governor, &c., Superior Council of 
Fort William. 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — At the time that Meer Mahomed Causim Caun, 
having massacred and made prisoners many of the English, had acquired a 
superiority, and the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Oawn, thinking Mmself 
unprepared, refused to enter into a war with Meer Causim, in compliance with 
the English gentlemen’s desire I endeavoured by every method to persuade 
Nabob Jaffier Oawn to this step. I engaged myself to provide the supplies of 
money, to levy the troops, to assemble the zemindars, and in short to perform 
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every requisite part. Having by this at length prevailed upon the Nabob to 
join the English and engage in the war, Meer Mahomed was driven out of the 
province, and an advantage gained over Shujah Dowlah, who had espoused his 
cause. At this juncture I obtained from His Majesty the King Shaw Allam 
the Soubahs (of Bengal, &c.) for the Nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn. During the 
Nabob’s lifetime I faithfully transmitted to the King the amount agreed upon 
for his royal revenues ; I honestly paid the Company, the English army, and the 
Marrattas the sums severally stipulated to them, and the Nabob the sums 
requisite for the support of his own troops, and the dignity and expences of the 
Nizamut; and I provided the supplies of grain which at that time was 
attended with great difficulty. After Jaffier Ally’s death and the succession of 
Nabob Nudjum Dowlah to the Nizamut, a party of the English gentlemen 
deprived me of the office I possessed, in the business of which I was well versed, 
and for views of private advantage raised Mahomed Reza Cawn to the post. 
Eor the space of seven years Mahomed Reza managed the affairs of the Soubah 
of Bengal — what the measures were which he pursued in the administration of 
the country, the balances which he fraudulently wrote off, his violence and 
oppressions upon his own master and upon the ryots, and his trade in grain 
by all which his master’s house and the whole country were desolated, are well 
known to all. Whenever a just inquiry shall be made such will be found to 
have been his conduct. I have now been ten years out of employment. Maho- 
med Reza Cawn ardently wished, during the whole tinie of his ministry, to 
discover' some fault of mine in the settling the business of the country, or some 
fraud or delay in the method of transacting it. As nothing of the kind had 
been committed by me, he was able to produce nothing. Whoever occupies 
a great post, as well as faithful adherents, undoubtedly meets with discon- 
tented and turbulent men. The utmost search which Mahomed Reza Cawn 
could make could not produce a single man, who would lay his complaint 
against me. When Mr. Hastings arrived from Madras, and entered upon the 
Government, he promised me his friendship, and engaged me to assist him 
in regulating and adjusting the business of the country. The part I acted 
upon this occasion will hereafter appear in the course of this narrative. When 
General Olavering and Colonex Monson and Mr. Erancis arrived from England, 
appointed Councillors for the Government of this country, the President, Mr. 
Hastings, introduced many of the natives who had employment in the country 
to those gentlemen, and likewise gave permission to many others to pay their 
respects to them. At the expiration of a week after their arrival I begged of 
the Governor that he would introduce me. The Governor answered he was 
well assured I had a friend, who was his enemy, that acted as messenger from 
me to those gentlemen. “ You have contracted ” said he “ a friendship with my 
enemy — procure an interview by his means,” and he concluded with this 
menace *' I shall pursue what is for my own advantage ; but in that your hurt is 
included. Look to it.” I replyed with begging that he would not give credit 
to the slanders of Mr. Graham against me, who was my enenjy. The affairs 
remained for some time in this state. 

Afterwards the Governor sent Mr. Elliott with me to introduce me to 
General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Erancis. I continued after this 
to pay my respects from time .to time as usual to the Governor, and sometimes 
to the other three gentlemen. On Tuesday,, the 29th of Poos, I waited upon 
the Governor and found Mr.. Graham and the Governor in conversation to- 
gether. When Mr. Graham had taken his leave, the Governor called me to him 
and said — “ I am certain, that you are acting the part of an enemy towards me. 
I shall hereafter be your enemy here, and shall not cease to be such even in 
Europe. You must not come near me from this day. Go and do me the 
■utmost evil in your power.” 

I begged of him coolly and impartially to consider the justice of this 
declaration, and told him that till he had I should take care not to visit him. 
I left him upon this, conceiving that what he had said proceeded from a gust 
of passion, and that he would not seriously determine upon effecting my ruin. 
Since this, Juggut Ohund, whom I have educated from a child and patronised, 
who even now enjoys the office of Naib to my son Rajah Goordass, with the 
most abandoned undutifulness, has been seeking to injure myself and Raja 
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Goordass. He is now come to Calcutta without order of Council and contrary 
to Rajah Goordass’ desire, and he has never yet even been to visit me. This 
person is admitted to hold Council with the Governor, and Mohun Pershaud, 
whose villainy and lying intrigues are known to both the English gentlemen, 
and the natives throughout this city, who is my inveterate enemy, and whom 
the Governor formerly turned out of his house, and forbid him to appear there 
again, is now recalled into his presence, is presented with pSin by him, and 
assured of his protection. 

Mohun Pershaud is admitted by the Governor to private conferences both in 
town and at his gardens, and likewise frequently comes to Juggut Chund’s house 
and holds consultations with him. What title from rank or fidelity have these 
to such intimate connexion with the Governor ? What other title have they 
than their enemity and malevolence to me ? I have no power in this country. 
Mr. Hastings is the superir of all. The goodness of God is the only defence 
I have against the declared hatred of such an enemy. I esteem my honour 
dearer than my life, and I am not insensible of the injury my character may 
suffer from the discoveries I am about to make, but greater disgrace attends 
my silence, and I am left without a choice. I shall therefore request your 
attention to the following account of some few parts of the Governor Mr. 
Hastings’ conduct in the course of his government. 

When Mr. Hastings arrived in Bengal from Madras, and entered upon the 
administration of affairs, he told me that he was well assured of the embezzle- 
ments and malpractices of Mahomed Reza Cawn and .llajah Shitabroy, and 
desired that I would assist him in the intention he had of removing them from 
their employpaents, and prepare a statement of their respective accounts ; lie 
further added that he would cause me to be appointed by Council Aumin over 
the whole country, and that Mahomed Keza and Shitabi'oy should appear before 
and render to me the accounts of their provinces. “ I will dehigate to you,” said 
he, “ my whole power and influence.” Depending upon this dcclai’ation I 
readily lent the assistance in my power, and Mr. Hastings, liaving summoned 
Mahomed Reza and Shitahroy to Calcutta, directed me to draw out an account 
of thpir embezzlements, which I accordingly did and gave to him. 

Exclusive of embezzlements from the jewels, and on account of elephants, 
horses, sheep, and from the private treasury, the accounts of the omlxszzle- 
ments of Mahomed Reza Cawn in the Nizamut, from the commencement of the 
Bengal year 1172 to the conclusion of the Bengal year 1178, and in the pro- 
vince of Dacca, from the Bengal year 1170 to 1177, are, both togothor, stated at 
2,02,26,968 rupees and upwards. Besides this tlie sum of 13,00,000 balance 
of accountsj due by his agreement with the Company, for districts under his 
direction, within tlie years 1172 and 1178, he has prudently written off as out- 
standing and has himself embezzled. The sum total of this account delivered by 
nie to Mr. Hastings amounted to 3,05,26,957, and upwards. I likewise 
brought to him per&ons who were preferring their complaints against Mahomed 
Reza Cawn on account of injuries committed by him in the purchase and sale 
of grain. Mahomed Reza upon this sent a messenger to me proposing a pre- 
sent of 10 lacs of rupees to Mr. Hastings, and 2 lacs to mo, and that these 
enquiries should be stopt. I acquainted Mr. Hastings with this proposal. He 
made, answer that he could not suspend an enquiry for the amount of orores 
of rupees for such a sum, and that it was proper the Government’s money 

should be recovered, and added that he should not release him from confine- 
ment till the points in question were decided upon. He said no more to me, but 
after a few days he took the guards off Mahomed Reza Cawn, set him at 
lilserty, entirely dropt the enquiry into his emhczzlernents and malpractice, and 
did not do justice to the complaints against Mahomad Reza, who had prov(Kl in 
Oounefi their charge in the affairs of the sale and purchase of grain, to whom 
he adjudged no damages. Why this extraordinary favour was so suddenly 
shewn, the Governor can best assign the reasons. 

Reza ul Deen Mahomed Cawn and Mahomed Ally Cawn, on account of the 
oflttcers of Eojedars of Hoogly and Silut and Amul of Nudia, were accountable 
to the Company for lacs of rupees, yet upon their decease Mahomed Reza 
seized the whole of their estates, and delivered no part to the Company. In 
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the Bengal year 1181, Mahomed Reza threw Amannt Sing, his own Mutsuddee, 
into close confinement at Calcutta, and extorted large sums from him. Gopaul 
Sing was the Amul of his jaghire, and received from him annually a general 
release under his own seal, and which he has now in his possession ; notwith- 
standing this Mahomed Reza has thrown him into prison, and demands money 
from him to a great amount, he suffers great severities from Mahomed Reza in 
his confinement, but nobody listens to his complaints. The Governor Mr. 
Hastings formerly said tome, that as the jaghire of Mahomed Reza was merely 
annexed to the post of Naib of the Nizamut, it should be taken from him. 
This is now the third year since he has been deprived of that post, but the 
jaghire, which is a very large income, has not been remanded. "Why the Company 
should be deprived of so considerable a sum as the amount of this is, from the 
time of Mahomed Reza’s dismission from the Nabut, it remains with the Gover- 
nor to explain. 

I delivered to Mr. Hastings an account of the embezzlements of Shitabroy 
from the commencement of the year 1173 to the conclusion of the year 1181 of 
the Fussel era, stated at the sum of more than 90 lacks of rupees. . When the 
news of this reached Maharaja Dee Rudge Narain at Moorshedabad, he sent a 
vakeel with letters to the Governor and Mr. Read and myself, containing his. 
proposals that from the 90 lacks demanded from Shitabroy a deduction should 
be made of 30 lacks for deaths and irrecoverable balances, and he would him- 
self discharge the remaining 60 on condition that he should be put into Shitab- 
roy’s post, and that in future, having rendered the country more flourishing, 
he would give to Government a still greater revenue. 

When Raja Shitabroy heard of this proposal, he told me and likewise sent 
me word,' that he was ready to give 4 lacks to the Governor Mr. Hastings, and 
1 to me, and 50,000 rupees to Mr. Read, if the present demand for his 
accounts were put a stop to. I acquainted the Governor with what Shitabroy 
said ; he answered that it was proper the money of the State should be recovered 
without any views of this kind. In conclusion Mr. Hastings, without recover- 
ing the Company’s money, and without informing me of his intention, reinstated 
Rajah Shitabroy, and returned him to Moorshedabad with high honours. The 
motives of these proceedings, and why Maharajah Dee Rudge Narain’s propo-' 
sals, apparently so much for the Company’s advantage, were rejected wiU best 
be understood from Mr. Hastings himself. 

The sum of 25,000 rupees is the stated annual salary of the Mutsuddee 
of the Khalsa Sherif to be paid in ready money and by jaghire. Why Raja 
Raje Bullub enjoys a salary of 6,000 rupees, per month, exclusive of district 
of Dewan Gunge, the produce of which is very considerable, and how the Com- 
pany’s interest was in this consulted remains with Mr. Hastings to explain. 

At the time Mr. Hastings was going to Benares he desired me to give him 
an account in writing of any lands, which though properly belonging to the 
Soubah of Behar might have come under the dominion of Bulwant Sing, that 
they might be recovered from his son Rajah Oheyt Sing. The pergunnahs 
of Hera Mungrour and Birjay Ghur were exactly in this situation, having been 
usurped by Bulwant Sing from the Soubah of Behar. I accordingly delivered 
to Mr. Hastings the accounts of them, from the entrance of the Company upon 
the Dewanhy to the year 1179 of the Russel era, stated at 24 lacks. Mr. 
Hastings said — “ give a copy of this to Roy Radha Churn, that if Cheyt Sing is 
backward in acknowledging this claim, Radha Churn may answer and confute 
him.” Why Mr. Hastings, when he arrived at' Benares, and had called Rajah 
Chyet Sing before him, left these countries still in the Rajah’s usurpations, 
it remains with Mr. Hastings himself to explain. 

The Governor Mr. Hastings has given the Pergunnah Baharhunda and 
others in the zemindary of the Ranee Bowanney to Cantoo, his own banyan. 
The Ranee has committed no fault, and Cantoo has no right by inheritance, or 
any other title, to these pergunnahs. The reasons of this gift it remains with 
the Governor to explain. 

His Majesty Shaw Allum was graciously pleased to intend me an honor- 
ary present of a jahaldar palankeen, accompanied with other ensigns: of stat% 

468 P. D. 

301 



46 


according to tlie custom of this country. When this present reached Bajah 
Shitabroy at Patna in its way to me. Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Ally Cawn 
was dead, and, being out of all employ, I had retired to Calcutta. Baja Shitab- 
roy, from the fear oE offending Mahomed Beza Cawn, detained the royal 
present at Patna, Mr. Hastings gave directions to Shitabroy’s vakeels Khojah 
Assum and Meyelio Boy, requiring that it should be sent down, which it ac- 
cordingly was, to Mr. Hastings, with whom it has remained ever since. I 
humbly request that the Governor’s reasons may be required, and if the royal 
present shall be found to be my right it may be delivered to me. 

Thus far I have written in general terms. I shall now beg leave to offer a 
more particular and circumstantial statement of facts. - 


An account of Presents received hy the Governor, Mr. Hastings, on 

fuhlic nature. 


account of transactions of a 


Gold- 

moLurs. 


Given, by me to Mr. Hastings at Calcutta for procuring Rajah 
,, Goordass'’ appointment to the Nia- 

engaiyear , ssen .. but, and causing Munny Begum to 
be made the superior of the family, by means of Jagganaut 
and Baulkishen (Jansutnabs of the Governor, Mr. Hustings, 
together with Cytun Naut, Nur Sing, and Sedanund, 3 hags 
gold mohurs, viz . — 

1 bag containing goldmoburs ..... 

1 do. do. 

1 do. do. .... 

And adailes 1,140 = goldmoburs ..... 


1,471 

1,471 

900 

570 


Akbari 

Rupees. 


Total . 4,412 75,004 0 0 


Given by .me to Mr. Hastings at Calcutta by means of Jagganaut 

■R«r,<.-an Tr»«,.n< 7 Q Baulkislien Cansumabs. of Mr, 

JSeiigali year 1179, Assen loth, tt i- . *.7 r-. i i 

Hastings, together with Sedaaand 

and Nur Sing aforesaid, one bag, viz . — 

1 bag containing 

And adailies 359 =. ..... 


1,291 

179 


Total 


1,470 24,998 8 8 


Sent to Mr. Hastings for batta on tbe aforementioned sums which 

n-ro loi-i. having been paid as Arcot Mr. 
JSengali year 1179, Assen 19th, ty j.* • t j i t i v v 

Hastings required they should be 

made up Snnatts; by means of Jagganaut and BaulLisbeU' 
aforesaid, viz.-— 

1 Bag containing goldmoburs 182^ @ 17 A. Rs.per mohur . 

Sent to Mr. Hastings at Calcutta by means of Jagganaut and 

’ • Dheevaram, one bag containing 

Aicot rupees . . . . . . 


8,102 8 0 


1,000 0 0 


Given to Mr. Hastings at Moorshedabad by Munny Begum upon 
Bliadur, occasion of constituting her the 

superior of the family and take- 
ing away the superiority from Bubboo Begum ^ mother of tbe 
« Nabob Mobauruk nl Howlah, who before enjoyed that rank 

Rupees Sonatt 1,00,000 

The Governor Mr. Hastings, in tbe month Assar 1179, went from 
Calcutta to Moorshedabad, He remained about three months at 
CosBimbaz^ and sometimes went into the Nabob’s palace. After 
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An account of Presents received Mr, Hastings — eonclutled. 

Gold- Afcbaree 

mohurs. HupetiS. 

Mr. Hastings returned frona Moorshedabad to Calcutta Munny 
Begum said to Rajah Goordass — “ Write word to Maharajah 
Nundeomav that it is proper and requisite to give 1,50,000 
rupees to the Governor and beg of Maharajah to ask the 
Governor whether it shall be sent in ready money or by 
a bill of exchange.^’ I accordingly asked Mr. Hastings who 
answered — “ I have connections of trade in that part of the 
country; let this money be paid to Nurr Sing, Cantoo's brother, 
who is at Cossimbazar.'’' In consequence of which I wrote to 
Rajah Goordass and Munny Begum that they should deliver 
the money to Nurr Sing, Cantoo^s brother. Munny Begum, with 
Rajah Goordass^ knowledge, in the month of Aughun 1179 paid 
this money to the Governor Mr. Hastings by the means of Nurr 
Sing aforesaid from under the care of Chytun Dhurr, cash- 
keeper to the Behailah. Sonatt Rupees .... 1,50,000 

3,50,000 0 0 


3,54,105 0 0 


I am, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

. Your most obedient and 
most devoted bumble servant, 

Oaictjtta, T {The signature of Majah Nundcomar in Tersian.) 
The 8th March 1775 . 5 

Ordered tbat the Persian original which was enclosed in the above be 
translated. 


The Governor- General observes, as Mr. Prancis has been pleased to inform 
the Board that he was unacquainted with the contents of the letter sent- into 
the Board by Nundcomar, that he thinks himself justified in carrying his 
curiosity further than he should have permitted himself, without such a pre- 
vious intimation, and therefore begs leave to ask Mr. Prancis whether he was 
before this acquainted with Nundcomar’s intention of bringing such charges 
against him before the Board. 

Mr. Pbancis. — As a Member of this Council, I do not deem myself 
obliged ' to answer any question of mere curiosity. I am willing however to 
inform the Governor-General tbat I was totally unacquainted with the contents 
of the paper I have now delivered into the Board till I heard it read. I did 
apprehend in general that it contained some charge against him. It was this 
apprehension that made me so particularly cautious in the manner of receiv-. 
ing the Rajah’s letter. I was not acquainted with Rajah Nundcomar’s inten- 
tion of bringing in such charges as are mentioned in the letter. 

Secret Dept., Port William, 13th March 1776. 

Monday. At a Cotjnch., present : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 

Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’bijE George Monson. 

Richard Barwbld, Esq. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the lltb instant. 

Mr. Francis’s Minute. ' Mr. Francis lays before the Board the following Minute : 

The Governor-General, in a letter dated the 28th Pehruary, and addressed 
to Peter MitoheU, Esq., Secretary to the Hon’ble Court of Directors, has. 
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requested that gentleman to make an addition to a passage in one of the Govern- 
or's former minutes (recorded so long ago as the 3rd of December last) which 
he observes would be imperfect without it, viz. — “ Another proof of a more 
personal nature in the minute of one of their number, Mr. Francis, who has 
even descended to brand my conduct with the epithets ‘ extravagant and 
mean and other opprobious terms. 

I call upon the Governor-General to point out in what minute of mine 
the epithets, extraoagant and mean, are applied to his conduct, aud to specify 
the other opprobrious terms with which he supposes me to have branded it. 
If any terms deserving that description, or so applied by me, can be produced, 
I am content, for my own part, that the Governor shall make the alterations 
he proposes in the records here. 

"Whether a similar alteration will be admitted in the original minutes 
sent home will depend on the pleasure of the Court of Directors, to whom I 
think the Governor-General should regularly have addressed himself. Their 
Secretary, as I apprehend, can have no right to make an alteration, much less 
so material an addition to the original minute of any Member of this Board. 

P. FEAN CIS. 


The Secretary informs the Board that he has received the following note from Maharaja 
Nundcomar with a letter addressed to them : — 

To Me. Sjdokbtauy Stewart. 

Sir, — I beg the favour of you to deliver the accompanying letter directed 

to the Governor and the Superior Council 
and open it in their presence. 

I am, &c., 

{The Signature of Rajah Nundcomar.) 


Kaja Nundcomar. 


Calcutta, ) 

The 13th March 1773. ) 


Opened the letter sent in with the above which is read and found to bo as follows : 

To the Hon'blb Waeeen H astings, President and Governor, &c., Superior Council 
of Foi-t William, 

Hon'blb Sir and Sirs, — I had the honor to lay before you in a letter of 

Raja Nundcomar desirca to attend the Board. instant an abstracted but ttUe 

account of the conduct of the Honorable 
Governor in the course of his Administration. "What is there written I mean 
not in the least to alter ; far from it I have the strongest written vouchers to 
produce in support of what I have advanced, and I wish and entreat for my 
honor’s sake that you will suffer me to appear before you to establish the fact 
by an additional incontestable evidence. 

I have never had any other object in view but the prosperity of the Com- 
pany, and when I informed the former Governors at the time of their enjoying 
that dignity of the business and state of this country, I always told them that 
oy an immoderate attention to private emolument the Company and the coun* 
try would greatly suffer j that the welfare of the country and the increase of the 
revenues were the primary objects which they should continually keep in 
view. Mr. Hastings, till he had informed himself from me of the affairs of this 
country, remained exceedingly well pleased with me. When he had acquired 
this knowledge from me he no longer consulted me, instead of my patron be- 
came my enemy, and acted as such ; unattentive to the welfare of the country and 
the enriohnmnt of the State, he made his own private emolument the rule of his 
conduct. You, Hon’hle Sir and Sirs, will take into consideration this and my- 
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former address, and will act in whatever manner you may judge most condu- 
cive to the interest and prosperity of the State and country. 


Calcutta, 
ISth March 1775. 


I remain, &o., 

{The signature of Rajah Nundcomar) 


Colonel Monson begs leave to mate the following motion 

Q. If he »haii he called before the Board. ^ I propose that Baja Nundcomar he call- 

ed berore the Board to bring the proofs 
of the charge against the Governor in his letter of the 8th instant. 


The Governor Genei’al enters the following minute : — 

Before the question is put, I declare, that I will not suffer Nundcomar to 

The Governor ohjects. appear before the Board as my accuser. 

I know what belongs to the dignity 
and character of the first Member of this Administration. I will not sit at this 
Board in the character of a criminal, nor do I acknowledge the Members of 
this Board to be my judges. I am reduced on this occasion to make the 
declaration, that I look upon General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. 
Francis as my accusers. 1 cannot prove this in the direct letter of the law, 
but in my conscience I regard them as such, and I will give my reasons for it. 
On their arrival at this place, and on the fi.rst formation of the Council, they 
thought proper to take immediate and decisive measures in contradiction and 
for the repeal of those which were formed by me in conjunction with the last 
Administration. I appealed to the Court of Directors from their acts. Many sub- 
sequent letters have been transmitted both by them and by me to the Court of 
Directors ; by me in protestations against their conduct, by them in justi- 
fication of it. Quitting this ground, they since appear to me to have chosen 
other modes of attack, apparently calculated to divert my attention, and to 
withdraw that of the public, from the subject of our first differences which 
regarded only the measures that were necessary for the good of the service, to 
attacks directly and personally levelled at me for matters w'bioh tend to draw 
a personal and popular odium upon me, and fit instruments they have found 
for their purpose — Mr. Joseph Fowke, Maharaja Nundcomar, Boopnavain 
Chowdery, and the B/anny of Burdwan. 

It appears incontestibly upon the records, that the charges preferred by the 
Bianny against me, proceeded from the office of Mr. Fowke. All the papers trans- 
mitted by her came in their -original form, written in the English language, 
some with Persian papers, of which they were supposed to be translations, 
but all strongly marked with the character and idiom of the English language. 
I applied on Saturday last for Persian originals of some of the papers sent by 
her, and I was refused. I am justified in declaring my firm belief, that no such 
originals exist. 

With respect to Nundcomar’s accusations, they were delivered by the 
hands of Mr. Francis, who has declared that he was called upon by Bajah 
Nundcomar as a duty belonging to his office as a Councillor of this State, to 
lay the packet which contained them before the Board. That he conceived that 
he could not consistent with his duty refuse such a letter at the instance of a 
person of the Bajah’s rank, and did accordingly receive it, and laid it before ’ 
the Board, declaring at the same time that he was unacquainted with the con- 
tents of it. I believe that the Court of Directors, and those to whom these 
proceedings shall be made known, will think differently of this action of Mr. 
Francis. That Nundcomar was guilty of great insolence and disrespect in the 
demand which he made of Mr. Francis, and that it was not a duty belonging 
to the office of a Councillor of this State to make himself the carrier of a letter, 
which would have been much more properly, committed. to the hands ofa 
peon, or hercarrah, or delivered by the writer of it to the Secretary himself. Mr. 
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Francis has acknowledged, that he apprehended, in general, that it contained 
some charge against me. If the charge was false it was a libel; it might 
have been false for anything that Mr. Francis could know to the contraiy, since 
he was unacquainted with the contents of it. In this instance, therefore, he 
incurred the hazard of presenting a libel to the Board. This was not a duty 
belonging to his ojfice as a Councillor of this State. I must further inform the 
Board that I have been long since acquainted with Nundcomar’s intention of 
making this attack upon me. Happily Nundcomar, among whose talents for 
intrigue that of secrecy, is not the first, has been ever too ready to make the 
first publication of his own intentions. I was shown a paper containing many 
accusations against mo, which I was told was carried by Nundcomar to Colo- 
nel Monson, and that he himself was employed for some hours in private with 
Colonel' Monson, explaining the nature of those charges. I mention only what 
I was told, but as the rest of the report which was made to me corresponds 
exactly with what has happened since, I hope I shall stand acquitted to niy 
superiors and to the world in having given so much credit to it as to bring the 
circumstance upon record. I cannot recollect the precise time in which this is 
said to have happened, but I believe it was either before or at the tiim^ of the 
dispatch of the and Pacific ; the charge has since undergone some alteration, 
but of the copy of the paper which was delivered to me, containing the original 
charge I caused a translation to be made. When suspecting the renewal of the 
subject in this day’s consultation I brought with me, and I desire that it may 
be recorded, that when our superiors or the world, if the world is to bo made the 
judge of my conduct, shall be possessed of these materials they may, by com- 
paring the supposed originals, and amended list of accusations preferred against 
me by Nundcomar, judge how far I am justified in the credit which I give to 
the reports abovementioned. I do not mean to infer from what I have said 
that it niakes any alteration in the nature of the charges were they delivered 
, immediately from my ostensive accusers, or whether they came to the Board 
through the channel of patronage, but it is sufficient to authorise the conviction 
which I feel in my own mind, that these gentlemen are parties in the accusa- 
tions of which they assert the right of being the judges. From the first com- 
mencement of this Administration every means have been tried both to deprive 
me of the legal authoidty with which I have been trusted, and to proclaim the 
annihilation of it to the world, but no instance has yet appeared of this in so 
extraordinary a degree as in the question now before the Board. The chief of 
this A-dministration, your superior, gentlemen, appointed by the legislature itself, 
shall I sit at this Board to be . arraigned in the presence of a wretch whom you 
all know to be one of the basest of mankind. I believe I need not mention his 
name, but it is Nundcomar ? Shall I sit to hear men collected from the dregs of 
the people give evidence at his dictating against my character and conduct? 
I will not. You may, if you please, form yourselves into a committee for the 
investigation of these matters, in any manner which you may think proper, but 
I will repeat that I will not meet Nundcomar at the Board, nor suffer Nund- 
comar to be examined at the Board ; nor have you a right to it, nor can it an- 
swer any other* purpose than that of vilifying and insulting me to insist upon 
it. 

I am sorry to have found it necessary to deliver my sentiments on a sub- 
ject of so important a nature, in an unpremeditated minute drawn from me at 
the Board, which I should have wished to have had leisure and retirement to 
have enabled me to express myself with that degree of caution and exactness 
which the subject requires. I have said nothing but what I believe and am 
paorally certain I shall stahd justified for in the eyes of my superiors and the 
eyes of the world, hut I reserve to myself the liberty of adding my further 
sentiments in such a manner and form as I shall hereafter judge necessary. 

Ordered that the paper delivered by the G-overnor be entered after this 
Consultation. 

OoiiONEii Monson.— I beg that the Governor-General will inform the Board 
from whom he had his information respecting the visit Nundcomar made to 
pae to explain the paper of charges which he proposed to exhibit against the' 
Governor. 
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The Govebnor-Generaij- — I do not think the question a proper one. Colo- 
nel M onson will be pleased to recollect that he is one of a decided body of this 
State in which all the powers of it are inherent. I will not mark any indivi- 
dual as an object for his resentment, and I apprehend that upon a very slight 
recollection he will see the impi'opriety of requiring from me so unbecoming 
a sacrifice ; but as a further proof, in addition to wh^at I have already urged, 
that I had reason sufficient to credit the report, I will beg Mr. Barwell to in- 
form the Board whether he was not apprized of the same circumstances at the 
same period of time that I have mentioned myself. 

Mr. Barwell informs the Board that he was apprized of it, and received a 
copy of the same paper that the Governor has laid before the Board. 

Colonel Monson. — As the Governor-General has not thought proper to 
acquaint the Board from whom he received the information with regard to my 
conversation witli Nundcomar, I shall take no further notice of it as I presume 
an assertion, even from the Governor-General himself, will have no more weight 
or infl-uence in the opinion of the world than from a private Member of this 
Board. I do hereby declare that the Governor and Mr. Barwell likewise have 
been totally misinformed, for I never heard nor saw any paper in Persian or 
any other country language which contained to the best of my knowledge any 
accusation against the Governor-General. 


The question proposed by Colonel Monson being put as before stated. 

Mr. Francis agreed to it. 

Me. Barwell. — see no occasion for Raja Nundcomar’s presence, and I do 
not think the Board can with any pi’opriety place the Governor on the footing 
of a criminal arraigned at their tribunal andNundcomar on that of his accuser, 
The Rajah, if he lias any serious intention of proving the matter as he has set 
forth, and not of distracting still further the harmony of this Council, already 
too much divided, may have recourse to a very eligible and efficacious mode of 
establishing his allegations. The Supreme Court of Judicature, which is now- 
sitting, will hear anything that he has to say in behalf of the Company ; will 
examine his evidence and determine upon the representations he may make. 
I do not think this Board competent in judging of matters of this nature, and I 
think it a very happy circumstance that the legislature has appointed a juris- 
diction for the cognizance of all complaints that affect the subject or the Gov- 
ernment ; it ties up the hands of power from gratifying any partial- aims, and 
leaves the discussion of facts, which might otherwise be tinged with the passions 
of men interested, free and open. I am therefore against the motion, at the same 
time that I am for enjoining the Secretary to inform Nundcomar, that it is ex- 
pected he shall support, whatever he may think proper to set forth to this 
Board, by evidence produced before any one of the Judges, and that unless he 
does this, the Board will reject any complaints which he may prefer as an 
injurious libel upon the Governor. 

Colonel Monson. — I think the Rajah should he called in to show to the 
Board the nature of the evidence he has to produce as the proof of his charge 
against the Governor-General. If those proofs should he thought sufficient 
t.biR cause may hereafter be tried in the Supreme Court. I more particularly 
wish that the Board may receive hTundcomar, as it will give the Governor- 
General an opportunity of confuting the charges brought against him. 

General Olaverin&. — I think it both for the honor of the Governor-Gene- 
ral and for the dignity of this Board, which is wounded hy a criminal accusation 
exhibited’ against' the first member of it, that Rajah Nundcomar should appear 
before the Board to lay before, us the proofs he has of the allegations which he' 
has exhibited against the Governor-General. Were we to refuse him the Gov- 
ernor might justly reproach us with having defeated the only means by which 
his honor could be rescued from so reproachful an accusation. Bfe might’ 
th^ say, as he has done in his minute just delivered to us, that we have refused 
him the proof that he might obtain of his innocency. In respect to the prigi-. 

307 



52 


nal papers referred to in the Ranny of Burdwan s petition which he demanded, 
those papers as I understand were at the door and the Ranny’s Vackeel ready 
to deliver them. If the proofs which Nundcomar has offered to produce are 
judged groundless, or if the papers which the Ranny of Burd wan’s Vackeel 
still offers to produce are not authentic vouchers of Bridjoo Kissore’s account, I 
shall then he the first to propose the question to this Board that the accusa- 
tions brought against the Governor- General are malicious and false. For these 
reasons I desire that Nundcomar be brought. 

The Govbbnor-GbneraIi. — I have delivered my opinion. I do not under- 
stand the question to be whether N undcotnar shall be called before the Botird, but 
whether I shall be confronted with him, since the same effect may be produced 
as I have declai'ed before, by a committee of the Board, without my presence — ■ 

Resolved that Nundcomar be called before the Board and the Secretary 
. „ „ . „ ^ ^ ^ is ordered to summon him accordingly. 

Eesolved to call Raja iNundcomar oefore the Board. ^ 


Colonel Monson gives in the following minute 

The Governor-General’s, minute, on my motion to introduce Nundcomar, 
contains little more than general invective in answer to a positive charge. It 
tends to prove me his collateral accuser, from an information given him by a 
person who he refuses to make known, but supposing I had seen the paper 
alluded to it does not invalidate the fact contained in it. 

I made the motion, conceiving it was for the honor and dignity of Gov- 
ernment, that we should proceed as far as wo were justified by law to attain 
as much information as might be thouglit necessary to pass a censure upon 
Nundcomar, if any circumstances should appear which might incline us to be- 
lieve that Nundcomar has been guilty of a slander, and that this could be 
done in no way so well as in the Governor’s presence. 

The Governor-General. — I declare the Council now dissolved, and I do 
protest against any acts of it as a Council during my absence as illegal and un- 
warranted. 

Mr. Francis.— I beg leave to ask the Governor-General whether ho 
means to quit the chair. 

The Gov!;!!NO!i-Gi;NE;iATi.'— I shall not answer your question, because Ido 
not think it sufifteiently defined. I quit the Council. 

Mr. Barwell. — I think the Governor said he dissolved the Council ; it is 
now 6 o’clock in the evening. ' The Governor, as I understand him, did not say 
** I quit the Council” but that “ I leave it.” I esteem the Council as dissolved, 
and unless I receive a summons agreeable to the usual form, from the Gov- 
ernor-General, whose office still exists and is not vacated, I do not propose to 
partake in the debates. 

Mr. Barwell withdraws from the Board. 

Colonel Monson. — I think the Governor-General has no right to dissolve 
this Council ; an adjournment can only take place by a majority of the Board. 
The lateness of the hour should not be mentioned as an excuse for postponing 
of business of importance now before us, in which the honor and reputation 
of our President is at stake. I therefore propose that General Clavering should 
preside as President until Mr. Hastings shall again think proper to return to 
the Board. • 

M®. I’i^ANCis.— I think it indispensably necessary in itself, and conformable 
to the true meaning of that clause of the Act of Parliament which provides 
that, , in tbe absence of the Governor-General, the eldest Councillor present 
should have the casting voice which is allowed on other occasions to tire Gov- 
ernor. This provision plainly shows that the Council may subsist independent 
iof the presence or absence of the Governor-General, and that their acts in his 
absence are legal. 

General Clavbrino. — I could not agree to this motion were I not convinc- 
ed that the Board could not he dissolved but by a resolution of the majority. And 
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the majority of the Board having protested against his relinquishing the chair 
at a time when it was most incumbent upon him to have sat in it, to have 
faced his accuser and to have vindicated his honour, in compliance therefore 
with the resolution of the Board I take the chair. 

Nundcomar having been required to attend appears and is called in 
, accordingly. 

Colonel Monson moves that Nundeomar he desired to deliver to the 
Board what he has to say in support of his charge against the Governor-General. 
Sir John D*Oyly, Acting Persian Interpreter, being sent for and not yet arrived, 
Mr. Auriol, Assistant Secretary, is desired to interpret the questions to the 
Rajah and his answers to the Board. He therefore accordingly put the above 
question to the B,ajah in the Indostan language and he replies. 

A. I am not a man ofS.ciously to make complaints, but when I perceived my 
character, which is as dear to me as life, hurt by the Governor’s receiving into 
his presence Juggut Ohund and Mohun Pershaud, who are persons of low repute, 
and denying me admittance, I thought it incumbent upon me to write what I 
have. Everything is contained in the letter which I have given in, besides 
which I have papers which, if the Board orders me, I will deliver up. 

Being called upon for these papers he delivers the translation of a letter 
from Munny Begum to him, dated the 3rd Jemadee a Sauney, in the 14th year 
of the reign. 


Translation of a letter from Munny Begum to Rajah Nundcomar dated the 8rd of Jemmadee 

a Sauney the l^th year of the present reign. 

By the grace of God and the favor of the Governor everything is brought 
to just the conclusion I wished. When I found my own affairs in this happy 
and desirable situation I judged myself bound in gratitude to mate some re- 
turn for the great favor conferred in raising my rank and the dignity of the 
Nizamut. After considering what would be a proper offer, I sent a proposal 
of one lack of rupees begging it might be accepted as an acknowledgment 
on my part. The Governor answered — “ I have not done what I have from mo- 
tives of private advantage, but for the satisfaction of my employers.” When I 
pressed the present exceedingly upon him he at last said “ Yery well, if you do 
think proper to make a present give two lacks of rupees as Maharajah (meaning 
you), engaged, otherwise do as you please, you are your own mistress.*’ I guessed 
my friend that this two lacks was a part of the three lacks about which I wrote 
to you in a letter I despatched with KAim Beg, and of which I sent you word 
by Juggut Ohund. At any rate, however, I conceived that if I said anything 
about it, all that your kindness had done for me would be entirely destroyed and 
lose its effect. I therefore sent word to the Governor “ that at the time of distur- 
bances raised by a treacherous and ungrateful enemy, I wrote word to Mahara- 
jah that whatever was judged requisite and expedient for my advancement and 
the foiling of my enenoies I begged he would do. That Maharajah wrote me an 
answer but did not mention any precise sum. That when Juggut Ohund 
arrived with Maharajah’s and his letters I had not the opportunity of a meet- 
ing with him and therefore was ignorant of this promise of two lacks of rupees. 
That I thought it most probable that in conformity to what I formerly wrote 
Maharajah he had engaged for this sum, and that I considered myself as bound 
to discharge what Maharajah had engaged for. “ I therefore, begged that he 
would accept one lack of rupees here, and told him that I would draw upon 
you for the other lack whicH you would deliver to him at Calcutta.*’ I was so 
fortunate to meet with the Governor’s concurrence in this proposal. Your 
interest and mine are the same, and we are partners of each other’s prosperity 
and adversity. Presuming upon this, I request that you will lend me upon 
honour the sum of one lack of rupees, which you will be kind enough to pay to 
the Governor when he returns to Calcutta. I am raising one lack of rupees 
which I shall here present to the Governor, and shall repay the sum with which 
I depend upon your supplying me in a few days by the means of Bajah 
Goordass. I earnestly intreat that you will not upon this occasion entertain 
any "doubt of me. You may depend upon my faithful performance of what 
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I have engaged, which indeed my own interest strongly prompts me to. More- 
over I acknowledge myself hound for what sums you may have given or en- 
gaged to give to the gentlemen of Council for the advancement of my interest. 
Write me a particular account of them, that I may raise the sum required and 
send it. Eor the future let us take care in the conduct of our affairs to con- 
sult and plan beforehand that, when we are called upon no difference may 
appear in our representations and answers, and that I may conform to whatever 
you may say. In short, as words express* the meaning of the writer and are 
intimately connected with it, the same strict conformity and intimacy should 
subsist between us, that our secrets may not be known. What I have here 
written should be kept in the most profound secrecy, should only pass from 
my breast to yours. Let nothing of the secret part of these transactions be 
known to the Governor or the gentlemen of Council or any others ; the proverb 
is, “ a word to the wise.’* Make me happy with frequent accounts of your 
health. 

A true translation with respect to the substance though the phrases are 
varied, expect that in one part wherein the translation of 3 lacks of rupees is 
mentioned in the original it is 3^ lacks of rupees. 

(Sd.) J. H. D’OYLY, 

Acting JPersian Translator. 


Q. — Have you the original of this paper ? 

A . — I have. 

He produces a paper wliich he says is the original of the above transla- 

■ tion. 

Mr. Auriol, the Assistant Secretary, being asked to look at the characters 
on the seal and inform the Board what they are, he informs them the charac- 
ters are Persian and express the name of Munny Begum. 

Sir John D’Oyly, the Acting Persian Translator, being now arrived is called 
in and shown the seal. He also declares it to be Munny Begum’s. 

Mr. Auriol continuing to act as interpreter, and Sir John L’Oyly is desired 
to compare the translation of the letter delivered in by Nundcomar with the 
original from Munny Begum, and reports it to be a just one. 

Q.— -Have you any other proofs to produce ? 

A. — I have no more papers. 

Q. — Has any application been made to you by the Governor- General, or any 
other person on the part olE the Governor- General, to obtain from you the ori- 
ginal letter which you have produced ? 

.<4.-rThe Begum applied to me for it through Oantoo Baboo, the Governor’s 
Banyan. I gave it into Oantoo Baboo’s hands who read it, and on being refused 
the original, he desired that he 'might take a copy of it to send to the Begum. 
I told him he might copy it in my presence, but it being then late in the 
evening he said he would defer copying it till another day. 

Q . — Lid he renew his application for a copy ? 

A. — He did not renew his application. 

Q . — When was it Oantoo Baboo asked you for this letter ? 

A. — About four months ago, some time in the month of August, November, 
December. 

Q. — Did Oantoo Baboo make you any offers of money or any other advan- 
tages to induce you to part with the letter ? 

A. — ^No, none. 

Q - — ^It appears by your letter that you had given by means of Jaggernaut 
and Baulkishen, Cansumahs to the Governor, together witl\ Ohytun Naut, Nur 
Sing, and Sedanund different sums of money. Had you any person with you 
who dan bear witness to it, or have you any proofs of this fact ? 
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A. — It may be known from Jaggemaut and Baulkishen themselves, and 
Chytun Naut, Nur Sing, and Sedanund, who were employed on my part, can 
also^ bear witness to it. Nur Sing is now at Moorshedabad. The other two 
are in Calcutta. 

Q. — Who are the three last. 

A. — Chytun Naut was my servant and is now a shroff. Nur Sing was my 
servant, but is no longer so, and is now at Moorshedabad, and Sedanund is a 
shroff in Calcutta. 

Q. — Were you yourself present when they paid the money to the Can- 
sumahs. 

A. — They paid it in my presence in goldmohurs. 

Q. — Was there a receipt given for the money ? 

.4.— No. 

Q. — Is it the custom of the country to take receipts for money paid in 
that manner ? 

A . — In business or in lending money it is usual to take receipts, but not 
in transactions of this nature. 

Q. — Who is Sewaram ? 

A. — He is a barber and lives at Chandernagore. 

Q. — Was he in your service at the time he was employed in giving the 
money mentioned in your letter ? 

A : — He was my barber at that time but is no longer so. 

Q. — Are you sure that the Governor's two Cansumahs received the money 
on account of the Governor. 

A. — They undoubtedly took it for the Governor. I asked the Governor 
if it had reached him and he said it had. 

The Moonshy belonging to the Persian Translator being asked whether 
another letter from Munny Begum, which is produced by Sir John D’Oyly 
from the Persian Office, is the same handwriting as that delivered by Nund- 
comar, he replies that it is not, but that the seal of the letter is Munny Begum’s 
seal, and that the direction and body of the letter appear to be the same hand. 

It is observed by the Board that the letter which has been given in by 
the Hajah was written two years and a half ago, and that the letter produced 
by Sir John D’Oyly was written only a few days ago. 

The Board thinking it necessary to examine Cantoo Baboo he is called 
upon by a written order from the Secretary to appear immediately at the Board 
and sends an answer in the Bengally language to the following effect. 

It is ordered that I attend the Council. The Governor is at present here, 
and I am with him. He prevents me for which reason I cannot go. When 
the Council is complete, if I am summoned, I will attend. 

KISSEN CANTOO DOSS. 


Besolved that Cantoo Baboo, the Governor-General's Banyan, having 
refused to obey the summons of the Board, under pretence that he was with 
the Governor, but that he would attend whenever the Board was complete, has 
been guilty of a high indignity to this Board. 

The Board having no further questions at present to put to Rajah Nund- 
ooomar he is desired to withdraw. 

The Secretary is desired to wait 6n the Governor-General with the most 
respectful compliments of the Board to acquaint him that Maharajah Nund- 
coomar having been examined is now withdrawn, and that they desire he would 
be pleased to return and take the chair. 

The Persian Translator reports tp the Board that there appears some trifling 
inaccuracies in the translation of Munny Begum’s letter to Maharajah NUnd- 
oomar, which he has delivered in, but that in general it is a true translation. 
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Ordered that the Persian Translator he directed to make a copy of the 
original Persian letter, and to prepare a perfect translation of it, hut that the 
original he returned to the Rajah. 

The Secretary returns from the Governor-Gieneral and reports that he 
communicated the Board’s request to him and received the following answer, 
which he took down in writing : — 

The Governor-General cannot reply to a message delivered to him under 
a title which he does not acknowledge, hut presents his compliments to General 
Olavering, Mr. Monson, and Mr. Prancis, who he understands from the Secre- 
tary are at the Council House, and begs leave to decline meeting them in 
Council at this late hour of the night, when he has it not in his power to call 
a full Board. Mr. Barwell being in the country, he has ordered summons for 
a Council in the Revenue Department tomorrow, at which he- hopes to have 
the honor of meeting them. , 

It appearing to the Board that the several sums of money specified in 
Maharajah Nundoomar’s letter of the 8th March, viz . : — 


In Goldmoliurs •#. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

One bag containing 
Given by Munny Begum 
Given by means of Nundcomar 





Rs. 

£1. 

P- 

4,412 at 17 A. 

Rs. Mohur 

75,004 

0 

0 

1,470 at 

ditto 

... 

24,998 

8 

0 

1,824 at 

ditto 

* * « 

3,102 

8 

0 


• •• 

A Rs. 

1,000 

0 

0 

• •• 

... 

S. Rs. 

1,00,000 

0 

0 

• • • 

• . • 


1,50,000 

0 

0 


Total ... 3,54,105 0 0 


have been received by the Governor-General, and that the said sums of money 
do of right belong to the Hon’ble East India Company. 

Resolved, that the Governor-General he required to pay into the Company’s 
Treasury the amount of those sums for the Company’s use. 

Ordered that the Secretary wait on the Governor-General and communi- 
cate to him the above resolution requesting his answer to it. 

The Secretary reports to the Board that he has waited on the Governor- 
General, who refuses to receive the above as a resolution of the Board and will 
give no answer to it. 

Ordered that the proceedings of the Board and all the papers relative to 
Maharajah Nundcomar’s charge against the Governor-General be delivered to 
the Company’s Attorney, that he may lay them before Council for their opinion 
how to proceed in recovering for the Company’s use the several sums of 
money which the Governor-General has received from Maharajah Nundcomar 
or Munny Begum, for services done them through his influence. 

When Governor Hastings arrived in Calcutta from Madras, and entered 
upon the charge of affairs, he sent for me, and making a compact between m, 
\ahud peiman neemoda) said to me — "Meer Mahomed Reza Cawn and Rajah 
Shitabroy have done many bad things, and their oppression and mal-adminis- 
tration are notorious. I will divest them of their office. Do you give me your 
attendance and I will take their accounts tlirough you.” 

I attended agreeably thereto, and prepared an account of the embezzle- 
ments of both, which I delivered to him. 

The account of Mahomed Reza Cawn’s embezzlements, which I delivered 
to the Governor, contained the sum of about Rs, 2,03,28,957, partly arising 
from the money of which he had defrauded the Nizamut, hot mentioning the 
jevrellery, &c., during the period between the beginning of 1172 and end of 1178 
Bengali style, and partly from what he had amassed from Dacca during the 
period between the beginning of 1170 and end of 1177 Bengali style, and also the 
453 F. D 

312 



57 


sum of about B.s. 1,02,00,000, wbicb were written as tlie balance of tbe districts 
under bis collection, though he had taken it for his own private use ; both 
sums together amount to about Rupees 3,06,27,957. I moreover produced to 
the Governor the complaints which appeared before me concerning the pur- 
chase and sale of grain. Mahomed Reza Cawn, upon hearing the news, sent a 
man to acquaint me that he would give the Governor 10 lacs of rupees and 
me two lacs to prevent the prosecution of the enquiry into his accounts and 
the story of the grain. I related the circumstance to the Governor who replied — 
“How can an atfair of crores be dropped for such a trifling considei’ation ; no, 
I’ll take all that he owes to Government, and till he pays it he shall remain 
in confinement.” In tbe end he received something considerable through Ooja 
Petroos, Ally Ibrahim Cawn, and Cantoo, and released Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
and nothing was done relative to the embezzlements, and these accounts and 
the complainants, who had been confronted with Mahomed Reza Cawn and had 
proved their complaints against him, never recovered their right. 

I prepared and delivered to the Governor an account of Rajah Shitabroy’s 
embezzlements, amounting to 90 lacks of : rupees. Maharaja Deritchnarrain, 
upon hearing the news, wrote tlu’ee letters from Moorshedabad — one to the 
Governor, one to Mr. Reed, and one to me, to the following purport : — 

“ The accounts which have been delivered in of Rajah Shitabroy’s embezzle- 
ments state the sum at 90 lacks of rupees. Pet 30 lacks of it be set aside for deaths 
of ryots and irrecoverable balances, and let the sum be fixed at 60 lacks. Let 
Shitabroy be dismissed and let me be appointed. I will answer for the collec- 
tion and payment of the 60 lacks, as well as engage that the Soubah of Bebar 
shall produce more than when Rajah Shitabroy had charge of it, and I will 
keep the country in a state of population.” Upon receiving intelligence of 
this Rajah Shitabroy sent a man to acquaint me that he would give 4 lacks to 
the Governor and 1 to me, if I would desist from enquiring into the accounts. 
I related this circumstance to the Governor who replied — " Do not hearken 
to him but take from him what he owes to the Government.” Yet in the 
end, having received to a large amount through Cantoo, and Cantoo himself 
also having received something handsome, a rich kelat was given to Rajah 
Shitabroy and he received his dismission to Patna. 

When Mr. Hastings was on the point of setting oS to Benares he told me 
to adjust the account of the embezzlement of Rajah Cheit Sing, son of Bulwant 
Sing. I accordingly delivered in an account of what had been embezzled by 
Rajah Cheit Sing from the pergunnas Keera Mungroa and Bejeigurre, in Behar, 
from the beginning of 1170 to the end of 1178 Bengali style, settling each 
year at 3 lacks of rupees and the total at 24 lacks. Mr. Hastings said to me — 
“ leave a copy of this paper in the hands of Rada Churn ; that should Rajah 
Cheit Sing pretend to disown it he may be confuted.” After all he arrived 
at Benares, and having received something considerable through Mr. Motte 
and Cantoo. from the House of Cashmeery Mull, did not adjust the affair, nor 
procure the payment of any money to the Government. 

Illahabad, Hurrah, Korah, and Jehanabad having been rescued from the 
Mahrattas by the exertions of Major Carnac and brought into the possession 
of the Company were left by Lord Clive for the use of the King Shah Allum, 
who upon going to Dehly appointed the Nabob Moneer ul Dowlah to the charge 
of the bundoobust and collection of the said Kurrah and Korah. The jumma 
of the whole year will be near 60 lacks, but now the Governor having received 
something considerable from Shujah-ul-Dowlah has made them over to him 
for the payment of 40 lacks of rupees to the Company, and did not settle them 
upon the King, nor reserve them for the Company. 

Having caused Rajah Raje Bullub to be appointed to the Mutseddigurree 
of the Khalsa Shereefa, the Governor has received something considerable 
from him, and has also on other occasions benefited himself through him. 

Upon the bundoobust of Rajeshaye, •&o., the zemindarry of Rannee 
Bowannee, he has taken a considerable sum of money between the beginning 
of 1179 and end of 1180. 

He has taken money through Raja Kishen Chund, Zemindar of Ukra, &c., 
between the beginning of 1179 and end of 1180. If he denies it summon 
Siniboo Chund, son of Kishen Ohundi and enquire of him and it will be known. 
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A five-anna slaare of Jehangeerpore had "been settled upon. Bernisser Chow- 
drey, and the share of the other partners was eleven annas. Oantoo, the Gover- 
nor’s Mutseddy, caused nine annas of the zemindary out of the eleven to be 
given to Bernisser and received a present from him, and took for himself a 
kibbala or bill of sale of the remaining portion of two annas, which was the 
most profitable part. The late eleven-anna zemindars are now distressed for 
subsistance and are attending to complain. Besides this, Oantoo has caused 
the zemindary of Futta Jungpoor to be given to Bernisser and taken a bribe. 
He has also by collusion procured a kibbala of the pergunna Sheergurra in 
Pacheat from the zemindars and taken ijt. He has also obtained the lease of 
TJmberabad Shah-o-jal, &c., in Kajeshaye at the outcry through the zemindars, 
and has collected over and above the stated jumma considerable sums from the 
mofassul by oppression, and the ryots are attending to complain. Cantoo’s 
profit accruing from the above articles amounts to near Es. 1,26,000. Whether 
he has kept this money himself or given it to the Governor will appear upon 
enquiry. 

The Governor conformably to the wishes of Oantoo, who is the instrument 
of his embezzlements, has caused pergunna Bahr.bund, the zemindarry of Eannce 
Bowannee, to be settled as a zemindary in the name of Cantoo’s son. Eannee 
Bowannee has committed no fault, and Oantoo has no claim of inheritance on 
the pergunna, yet the Governor has given it conformably to Oantoo’s wish. 
Whether the perquisite is Cahtoo’s, or whether he gives it to the Governor, will 
be known if you will please to enquire. 

He has taken Es. 61,000 on account of the Eussoem and Eancas of tho. 
Canoongoes and Ohowdries of Midnapore and Jellasore. This is a new paragraph 
from the Munny Begum to Eajah Nundcomar, dated the 3rd of Jummadee 
Assany in the 14th year of the present reign. 

“ By the grace of God and the favour of the Governor all affairs are settled 
agreeably to my wishes. When I found my own affairs in this happy and 
desirable situation I thought myself bound in gratitude to make some return 
to the Governor for the great favours conferred on me in raising my rank 
and the dignity of the Nizamut. After considering what would be a proper 
offer I sent a proposal of one lack of rupees begging that it might be accepted 
as an acknowledgement on my part. The Governor answered. — " I have not 
done what I have from motives of private advantage, but for your satisfaction 
who have trusted your. interest solely to me.’ When I pressed the acceptance 
of a lack of rupees exceedingly upon him heat last said — ‘If you insist on 
making me a present, give two lacks of rupees as Maharajah (meaning you) 
engaged. I agree to it, otherwise it is at your option.* I guessed my friend 
that these two lacks of rupees was a part of the three lacks and a half about 
which I wrote to you in a letter dispatched with. Kaim Beg, and of which I 
sent you word, by Eoy Juggut Chund. 

At any rate, however, I conceived that if I said anything about it all that 
you had done for me would be entirely destroyed, and everything bo ruined. 

I therefore sent word to the Governor ‘that at the time that disturbances 
were raised by a treacherous and ungrateful enemy, I wrote word to Maha- 
rajah that whatever was judged requisite and expedient for my advancement 
and foiling my enemies, I desired he would put in practice ; that Maharajah had 
written me’ an answer, but had not mentioned any precise sum ; that when Eoy 
Juggut Chund arrived with his and your letters I had not an opportunity of 
a meeting with him, and therefore was ignorant of this engagement of two lacks 
of rupees ; that 1 thought it probable that in conformity to what I formerly 
•vn'ote Maharajah, he had engaged for this sum, and that I bound myself to 
discharge what Maharajah had engaged for and begged he would accept of one 
lack of rupees here, and that I would draw on the Maharajah for the other lack, 
which .he would deliver to him at Calcutta.* 

I thank God that I met with the Governor’s concurrence and approbation 
to this proposal. As your interest and mine are the same and we are partners 
in prosperity and adversity, I therefore request that you will lend me upon 
the strength of my word one lack of rupees which you will be so kind as to , 
present to the Governor on his arrival at Calcutta. I am raising one lack of 
rupees which I shall present to him here. I will repay the money which I 
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borrow from you in a very little time by the means of Hajah Goordass. I 
earnestly intreat that you will not entertain the least doubt of this. You may 
depend on my faithful performance of what I have engaged, in which my 
interest it so much connected. Moreover I acknowledge myself bound for 
whatever sums you may have given or engaged to give to the gentlemen of 
Council for the advancement of my interest. 

"Write me a particular account of them, that I may raise the sum required 
and send it. Eor the future, let us take care in the conduct of our affairs to 
plan and consult together, that in a case of our being called upon, no difference 
may appear in our representations and answers, and that I may confirm what- 
ever you report. In short, as words express the meaning of the writer and are 
■intimately connected with it, the same strict conformity and intimacy should 
subsist between us, that our secrets may not be known. All that I have now 
•written you must keep the most profound secret ; it must only pass from my 
breast to yours. Let nothing of the secret part of these transactions be known 
to the Governor, the gentlemen of Council, or to any others. The proverb is 
“ a word to the wise.” Make me happy with frequent accounts of your health.” 

A true translation, 

J. H. D’OYLY, 

Acting Persian Interpreter. 


Secret Dept., 


Port William, 20th March 1776. 


Monday. At a Council, pebsent : 

The Hon’blb Wabren Hastnigs, Governor- General, President. 
Lieutenant-General John Claveeing. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Eea.nois Esq. 

The Secretary informs the Board that he last night received an order from the Governor- 
General to summon a Council this morning, in consequence of the folio-wing letter 
to him which he ordered to be recorded 

SiE, — We have the honor to inform you that we have received advices of 

A Council called at the desire of great importance from the second brigade, now 

aenerai ciavering, Colonel Monson, and m th© field, whioli have a relation to the conspiracy 
Mr. Francis. mentioned in Colonel Galliez’s two last letters. 

We desire that you will be pleased to summon a Council in order that we may 
lay the above advices before the Board, and take the subject of them together 
with some other points of material business into immediate consideration. 


The 19th March 1775. 


■ We have the honor to. be, 

with great respect, &c., 

J. CLAYERING. 
G. MONSON. 

P. ERANCIS. 


Bead the Consultation of the 13th instant. 

The Govbenoe-Geneeal. — I declare that the words " I quit the Council ” 
were not recorded hy me ; what I said on leaving the room I do not remember, 
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but I know that I never meant to acknowledge tlie existence of tbe Council 
after I had quitted the room, and had declared it to be dissolved. 

G-eneral Clavering moves that the Proceedings of the 13th instant be re- 
corded as read and approved. 

Mb. Pbancis.— Agrees. 

Mb. Babwell. — The proceedings of the Board of that day I approve. 
The proceedings after the dissolution of the Board by the Governor- General, 
the majority of the members have certainly a right to introduce on the proceed- 
ings, but I esteem it merely in the same light as any consultation which 2, 3, or 
4 members of the Board assembling, in any other place but the Council House, 
may with equal propriety have conducted and introduced in a minute, as the. 
result of their joint opinions and deliberations. The subject which is treated 
on in this addition to the Consultation of the 13th instant I have from the first 
declared to be improper, and I look upon it to be more especially so as the 
Governor- General has expressly charged the three gentleman who took cogni- 
zance of the charges brought by Nundcomar against him to bo parties in the 
accusation. There is something so strikingly improper in the accusers and 
the accused sitting at the same tribunal, that I own, it would have afforded me 
extreme satisfaction if the alternative I had proposed, in delivering my opinion 
when this matter was first introduced, had been pursued, and the character and 
dignity of the first officer of the Government not lowered in the opinion of the 
natives, by promulgating throughout the whole country that all power and 
. authority was taken out of the hands of the President. 

Colonel Monson. — I agree to the motion acknowledging no power or 
authority in the Governor-General solely to dissolve this Board. 

General Olavebing. — Agrees to the motion. 

The Govebnob-Genbbal. — I agree to the motion so far as it respects the 
proceedings of the Board of which I am the head. The pi’ocecdings of General 
Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Prancis, held after my departure and after 
I had declared the meeting of the Board to be dissolved, I do not acknowledge 
to be the proceedings of the Board. I therefore cannot approve them. 


General Clavering, Colomd Monson, and Mr. Francis deliver in the following Minute. 

The Governor- General having repeatedly claimed and endeavoured to ex- 
ercise a power of dissolving this Council in its several departmcmts, and having 
also repeatedly and publickly declared his opinion that any acts done by tlie 
majority of the Council in his absence (when ho had quitted the chair in 
opposition to the sense of the majority) were not the acts of the Board, nor legal, 
which declarations he has been pleased to confirm by his letter to Mr. Bicliard 
Sumner of the 18th instant, recorded in the Consultation of the Eevonuc I)(ipart- 
ment; we beg leave to lay before the Board our reasons for thinking that his 
opinions and conduct ahovementioned are not warranted bylaw. And we request 
that he will he pleased to communicate to us the argumemts which induce him 
to think that such opinions and such conduct are conformable to the Act of 
Parliament which constitutes the pres, cut Government. Wo for ourselves are 
convinced that his conduct in this respect is illegal, and tliat the public declara- 
tion he has made of his opinion tends manifestly to encourage a gcniuvil resist- 
ance to the authority of this Government and to the sul)vcrsi()n thereof. If 
the Governor-General can legally dissolve the Council at his pleasure, it follows 
of course that any acts done by the remaining inomhcrs, in his absence, are not 
the acts of the Board, nor legal. But we deny the power claimed by the Gov- 
ernor-General in this respect, as we know no such authority in him, though, 
supposing he ever had been invested with such power, it is clear that the same is 
taken away by the late Act of Parliament, by which the constitution of our 
settlements in India is wholly new modelled; and the whole Civil and Military 
Government of this Presidency k vested “in a Governor-General, and four 
Counsellors in like manner to all intents and purpose whatever, as the same, at 
the time of passing the Act were, or might have been, exercised by the President 
and Council or Select Committee.’* This clause seems to us not at all to apply 
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or extend to the particular mode in which the power given shall he exercised, 
but only to fix and ascertain the extent of it. The subsequent clause describes 
and defines the manner in which it shall be carried into execution, and it is 
enacted “ that in all cases uDhatsoever, or wherein any difference of opinion 
shall arise upon any question proposed in any consultation, the said Oonernor- 
Q-eneral and Council shall be bound and concluded by the opinion and decision 
of the major part of those present.” Suppose then a question to arise, whether 
the Council, should be dissolved, the majority of the members should be of 
opinion that it should not, in opposition to the Governor-General. Does not the 
Act expressly declare that he by name shall be bound by the decision of 
such majority. Suppose again that he should be of opinion that the Council 
should not be dissolved, and the majority present should be of a contrary 
opinion, would it be at all consistent with the Act that he alone, or that he and 
one other member, should continue sitting and do business ? If he could do 
the one we think he might with equal propriety do the other : there seems to us 
the same reason, and the same right for each. 

In every act, whether of a public or private nature, the rule of construc- 
tion ought to be that the intent and purpose for which the same was made and 
done ought to be substantially pursued. How could this be the case. Suppos- 
ing the power of dissolving the Council was vested in the Governor- General. 
Whenever any business came to be agitated, which we will suppose he should 
not approve of, how easy a matter would it be for him immediately to dissolve 
the Council, and so toties quoties, whenever the same case should happen — 
this would stop all public business but such as he alone chose to enter upon, 
and in effect make him absolute. In both cases it would be directly to counteract 
the most obvious ends and purposes of the A ct of Parliament. 

Prom whence the idea of this power arises we are at a loss to conceive, 
unless from the nature of the power vested in His Majesty’s Governors in our 
American Colonies and plantations ; there, it is true the Governor is the sole 
representative and deputy of the King, and as such has the power of dissolving 
or proroguing their provincial assemblies as he thinks proper ; but then such 
power is annexed to the office by the original constitution granted by the King 
to those countries, and expressly confirmed by His Majesty’s Commission and 
instructions to each succeeding Governor, which is by no means the case here. 
Neither is there, as we conceive, the least analogy between the constitution of 
those countries and this ; but even supposing there ever had been, no doubt 
can be entertained but that the whole of the constitution of all those countries 
is liable to be new modelled and reformed by the general superintending power 
of the British legislature, and is in every respect subject to their control. Here, 
the Parliament has thought proper to interfere, and had clearly drawn the line. 

The instructions from the Court of Directors were, or ought to have been, 
till this Act of Parliament, the sole guide, as we apprehend, for the Governor, or 
rather President and Council here, to go by. Such instructions are still in some 
measure to be followed but not wholly so. The Court of Directors may, it is 
true, instruct the Governor- General and Council as to the particular manner of 
carrying the Act into execution, but were they to give any one instruction 
which might even indirectly tend to counteract it, it would not, we presume, be 
doubted, but that such instruction ought to be wholly disregarded. If so, and 
there is no particular authority given to the Governor-General either by the 
King, the Parliament, or the Court of Directors, to exercise the power in question, 
we do not see from whence it can originate. The name of Governor- General 
is, with all due deference, nothing ; a mere empty sound. The privileges and 
powers annexed to such title is what alone makes it valuable to its possessor, 
or respectable to others ; what such privileges and powers are can only be 
known and defined by a reference made to the grant by which such title is con- 
ferred ; that, in the present case, is the Act of Parliament, and we do not find 
that it either expressly or impliedly, directly or indirectly, gives any such 
power as that claimed by the Governor-General. 

We think the presence of the Governor-General is not essential to the 
constitution of a Council, since the Act provides that in his absence, and 
supposing the remaining members to be equally divided upon any question, “ the-. 
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eldest Councillor present shall have a casting voice, and his opinion shall he 
decisive and conclusive.” 


J. CLAVERING. 
G. MONSON. 

P. ERANCIS. 


The Govbrnob-Genbbal. — This question has already been put and amply 
discussed at the Revenue Board on the Idith instant. I do not recollect any 
arguments or authorities hy which I can sustain my part of the question stronger 
or more apposite than those which are contained in my minute upon that 
question, and in my minute in reply to a preceding question of Mr. Pranois on 
that day upon the same subject. If, on the revisal of those minutes and on an 
attentive perusal of the minutes now delivered in by the majority, I shall find 
it necessary to use any further arguments on the subject, I will record them; 
for the present I shall only declare that I abide by my former resolution. 

Me. Eeancis. — Moves that a letter to the Hon’ble the.Court of Directors 
be immediately drawn up and dispatched overland to acquaint them of the 
difference which has unhappily arisen in this Council between the Governor- 
General and Mr. Barwell on the one side and General Clavering, Colonel Monson, 
and Mr. Pranois on the other, respecting a power claimed by the Governor- 
General to dissolve the Council at his pleasure, the former asserting and the 
latter denying the legality of such a claim. That the arguments on both sides 
be also transmitted to the Court of Directors, with the unanimous request of the 
Board that a decision of the above question be obtained and transmitted to this 
Government as soon as possible. 

Mr. Barwell. — I see no objection to it at present ; if any should occur to 
me afterwards I shall send them in. 

Colonel Monson. — A grees. 

General Clavering.-— A grees. 

The Governor-General. — I cannot refuse my assent to the question, 
wishing equally with the gentleman, from whom I understand the proposition to 
come, an early decision of it. My seintiments unsupported but by a single 
member of the Board, imposing every disadvantage on me to which nothing &t 
my sense of the duty which I owe to the respectable powers from whom I hold 
my appointment, could induce me to submit; but there are many objections to the 
proposal which would have dissuaded me from being the mover of it. I do not 
^ approve of detached questions being sent to the Court of Directors, considering 
(as I do) this only a point of a connected and deliberate system, adopted on 
the first formation of the Council and continued without intermission to this day. 
To render our advices on this subject complete would require a great variety of 
materials on both sides of the question. It will be scarce possible to commit 
these to cypher in the midst of the voluminous dispatches, of the last ship of 
the season, and it will be dangerous to transmit them in plain writing. However, 
38 the question has been nut and resolved on, I will endeavour to perform my 
part in the preparation of the advices which are to be thus transmitted- 

Agreed that a letter to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors be prepared 
accordingly to he transmitted to them overland. 

General Clavebing. — ^The refusal which Cantoo Baboo, the Governor- 
General’s Banyan, made to comply with an order of this Board on the 13th 
insmnt, wMch required his attendance here, appears so contumacious tb the 
authority of the Government that I move that an order of the Board he imme- 
diately given to bring him here to answer for his contempt. 

The 6ovBRNOR-GBNEEAL.--Thi8 is the third time that specious pretexts 
have been ma^ use of to induce me to issue a summons for the meeting of the 
Board to introduce concealed matter. The first petition of the Ranny of Butd- 
warn and all the proceedings immediately subsequent upon it, were mtroduced 
m tms secret way , a Council was then called in the Revenue Department at the 
requisition of the gentlemen of the majority for special purposes minutely 
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expressed, and this was the subject first introduced. The meeting of the Board 
in the same department on the 17th of this month was likewise desired for 
express purposes, and the same question which is now before the Board was 
brought on before any other question was proposedj although no intimation of 
it or allusion to it had been made in the requisition for the meeting of the 
Board. The purposes for which the same gentlemen have required a meeting of 
the Board to-day are expressed in the letter to me recorded on this day’s Consul- 
tation, the first part qf which alludes to some matter of great danger impend- 
ing on the 2nd brigade, yet I find every other business must be postponed and 
the same question which was proposed at the last Bevenue Board again renewed 
in this without the least previous intimation. What conclusion am I to draw 
from these proceedings but that the sole business of this Board is to treat their 
President with personal attacks and indignities. I will not assent to the ques- 
tion and I protest against it. 

Mb. Francis gives his opinion as follows 

I apprehend that the Governor- General and Council, or the majority of 
them, are legally vested with a power to summon any native of this country, 
being a subject of this Government, to attend at the Board and to proceed 
against- the party refusing to comply with such summons as for a high con- 
tempt. The former Administration unquestionably exercised this power in 
a multitude of instances. The present Governor and Council, or the majority of 
them, are vested with the same powers to all intents and purposes as the same 
might at any time heretofore have been exercised by the late or any former 
Administration. I think that Cantoo Baboo has been guilty of repeated acts of 
contempt to the Supreme Council of this State, and that our first and most 
important business and duty is to arrest and maintain our authority. When 
this question is determined we may immediately proceed to the other business 
before us. I agree to the motion. 

Mb. Babwell. — I am against the motion not kno-wing any instance of 
contumacy that Cantoo Baboo has shewn to this Board. I esteem the Governor- 
General as head officer of the State to execute the resolutions of the Govern- 
ment, and to be responsible for any deviation that may be charged to him 
before a higher tribunal than this Board. I think this power proper and neces- 
sary to be vested in the Governor- General, and that it is vested in him by the 
act of Government, that his< conduct in this particular cannot be controlled by 
the Board, for could it, he himself might be made the instrument of every 
indignity and contumacy, if any such should be attempted to be thrown on his 
office. I therefore do conceive the Governor has a negative to the enforcing of 
any act of the Council ; that the Council cannot legally enforce any act but 
through the Governor- General, who is responsible, as I have already observed, to 
a higher power than this Board for refusing his authority to the enforcing a 
resolution that may lower his office and render it contemptable. This Could 
never be designed by the legislature, and the Governor himself is to judge the 
instances that may arise and the propriety of his refusing to concur in the resolu- 
tions with his executive authority. Cantoo Baboo is a very old servant of the 
Governor-General. It is well known that he would not have acted in opposition 
to the orders of General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis had he not 
conceived in so doing he wa? acknowledging a power superior to the Governor, 
If therefore he is called before this Board and censured for not obeying 
an order out of the usual terms and irregular, the censure will not adhere to him 
but to the Governor-General. This, I think, should be avoided, and any resolu- 
tion the Board may pass should be confined merely to our proceedings and not 
published by an express act that must degrade the Governor-General irretriev- 
ably in the eyes of all the inhabitants. 

CoiONEii Monson. — I think the constitution of the Government has been 
deeply wounded in the unjustifiable conduct of Cantoo Baboo in refusing to 
obey the summons sent him by this Board. This Board has ever exercised an 
authority to send for persons before them. This power in many instances was 
exerted during the last Government, and all powers that they enjoyed are in- 
herent in this Qevernihent by the late Act of Parliament. I therefore am for 
the question. 
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General Clavering. — ^No Govern mexit can subsist without its orders be 
obeyed. The resistance which Oantoo Baboo, the Governor’s Banyan, has shewn 
in disobeying an order of the Government renders it absolutely necessary that 
the first moment the Council assembles should be employed in asserting and 
vindicating its authority. The contumacy of this man is so much the greater, as 
he baa dared to make use of the Governor-General’s name as a reason for his 
disobedience. Therefore I could wish that the Governor-General himself would, 
in support of his own dignity, unite with the other members of the Board in 
bringing this man to condign punishment. 

The Governor-General.— Cantoo Baboo, as the servant of the Governor, is 
considered universally as the first native inhabitant of Calcutta. I observe the 
stress which hjas been laid upon the opprobious term Banyan applied to him, 
which is not applicable to him if used in the same sense by which the common 
brokers in this place are distinguished under that appellation. He is a man of a 
very creditable family, not a native of Calcutta, and has been publickly known 
many years in this country, in which his character is to this day irreproachable ; 
as my servant he is amenable to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature. By the express words upon Act of Parliament, he was not subject to the 
Mayor’s Court in which the exercise of the English law was vested before the 
constitution of the Superior Court. Any conclusions therefore drawn from the 
practice of former Governments, in which different rights and powers were 
supposed to be inherent, but have been since expressly abrogated, are fallacious 
and unwarranted. I repeat that I am against the question. 

General Clavering. — I understand that Cantoo Baboo is the Governor- 
General’s Banyan in the strict sense in which that term is understood in 
Calcutta ; that he exercises all the functions of that office, whatever it may be. 
I am not acquainted with his origin, but I have always understood that he was 
Mr. Sykes’s Banyan before he entered in the Governor-General’s service, but 
he is a farmer, as I have said before in the proceedings of the Eevenue Board, 
to a considerable amount, and in that quality alone I call upon the Governor- 
General to declare whether he is not amenable to this Board. 

The Governor. General. — Amenable to this Board as a farmer ? Most un- 
doubtedly he is, if by amenable is meant accountable for his rents ; but it appears 
then that I have been all along deceived. I thought he had been called upon for 
other purposes with wliich his profession as a farmer had not even the most 
distant relation. If I understand the Engli,sh law, and the universal principles 
of justice, the application of a legal power to illegal purposes, the assertation of 
a right to a legal power, for purposes which do not appertain to it, is oppression. 
If this is the case that the Board mean to make of their authority, which they 
hold over the farmers of the public revenue, I shall protest against it in every 
instance as tending to reduce those who unfortunately hold those officers to 
the last degree of servitude, to discourage men of property and credit from 
offering themselves as farmers, and thereby essentially to injure the public 

General Olavering.^ — I have declared in my motion that my reasons for 
proposing that Cantoo Baboo might be brought here was to answer for his 
contempt. Berhaps in the other Council I will take care that he answers for all 
the balances which may be due from him for those immense farms which he 
hRs been suffered to relinquish to the amount of 8 lacks of rupees. It is suffi- 
cient for the present that the Board carry into effect what has already been 
resolved by the majority of the Board. 

The Governor-General.— I must protest also against this resolution of 
General Covering, against all its consequences, understanding it as a declaration 
TO punish Cantoo Baboo in his character of a farmer, not for his conduct in the 
discharge of that trust, but for his conduct in matters which have no relation 


* Claveuing. — I have never said that I would punish him. I said 

that I would make him accountable for whatever balances may appear to be 
due from j if that is a punishment he certainly shall receive it, as far as 
my poor endeavours can be used to forward it. 
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The Goveenor-General. — I still adhere to my construction of the General’s 
declaration as it is not connected "with any subject that has relation to his farmsj 
nor furnished by any apparent occasion in the management of them. Whether 
I am right or wrong the Court of Directors will be the judges. 

Agreed to the motion of General Clavering and ordered that the Secretary 
issue a summons for the attendance of Cantoo Baboo. 

The General further moves that an order in the usual form be immediately 
sent to Cantoo Baboo to attend, with directions to the messenger to leave it at 
his house, if he should not hud him at home, to direct him to attend on the 
Council on the 1st day of its meeting, of which the Secretary shall give him 
previous notice. 

Mr. Brancis. — I agree. 

Mr. Barwbll. — I agree. 

Mr. Monson. — I agree. 

The Governor-General. — Having objected to the first q[uestion I cannot 
give my assent to this. 

Agreed to the above motion of General Clavering. 

Ordered that the Secretary immediately send the summons to Cantoo 
Baboo, and that he give the proposed directions to the messenger. 


General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis having received letters from the King 
Shah Alum and from Mujid-ul-Dowla they think proper to lay them before the Board 
translated as follows 

A . ® 

The King Shah Alum to General Translation of a letter from the Nawah Mujid-nl-Dowla 
Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis. to General Clavering*, dated the 16th of December 

1774, received 17th March 1775. 

“ I acquaint you that previous to this a favouring letter of His Majesty, 
expressing his satisfaction at the news of your arrival in health in Calcutta, 
accompanied by a congratulatory letter from myself, was dispatched to you and 
would be presented by Bajab Diaram. A second letter from His Majesty, 
comprehending some matters of business which will be evident to you, you will 
now receive. The particulars from first to last of the agreement which the 
Chiefs of the English Company bound themselves by promise and oath to pre- 
serve fifteen years ago, and their having now for nearly three years past acted 
contrary to that engagement, are distinctly written in His Majesty’s letter. As 
you are come on the part of His Illustrious Majesty of England, and friendship 
subsists between my sovereign and Him, His Majesty is assured you will 
endeavour to promote tbis harmony, conciliate his esteem in all matters, and 
exert yourself particularly in settling this stipulated business. It is necessary 
that you will speedily send to me a reply to His Majesty’s letter, and regard me 
as employed day and night in remembrance of you and desiring your friendship. 

B. E. BOBEBTS, 

Persian Translator. 


A. 

Translation of a letter from the King Shah Alttk, without date, received 17th March 1775. 

{After the usual address ). — " The Chiefs of the English Company gave us 
a see^ity of the value of one or two purgunnahs for the province of Bengal till 
it should become flourishing. We, regarding the faith, truth, and services of 
the English Chiefs, accepted it, and when the security was given we conferred 
the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa on the English Com- 
pany. Eorsome time the Chiefs paid the stipulated money, and remained 
jfixxn to their engagements and in their duty. It is now near three years that 
the stipulation has not been paid, and that they have departed from their 
agreements. Our faithful servant Bajah Diaram is present in C^cutta to 
receive the payments, notwithstanding which in paying the Stipulated money, 
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and in other matters the Chiefs of the English Company act contrary to onr 
expectations, and their own engagements. 

Hearing at this time that you and other gptlemen, who in rectitude and 
true knowledge are unequalled, are arrived in Calcutta on the part of my 
brother, King George, and that Mr. Hastings also is now honored by His 
Majesty’s service, the news affords us the highest satisfaction, because we have 
the sincerest regard for His Majesty, and doubtless He is also desirous of our 
health and prosperity. • W e have no question too, but that His Majesty will 
be pleased at your rendering services to us. Our business is of the most 
trifl^g consideration. We have clearly explained it to our faithful Minister 
and servant Mujid-ul-Howla. Having understood the particulars from him 
you will attend to the regulation of our affairs, and paying the stipulated money 
by means of Rajah Hiaram before all other matters. 

R. E. ROBERTS, 

"Persian Translator. 


Letter from His Majesty Shiah Alum to Colonel Monson. 

Our favorite subject, worthy of regard, chief of our loving subjects, 
honored with our royal favor, may the Almighty protect you ? The English 
Company entered into a written engagement to guaranty to our royal person the 
payment of a small sum not exceeding the revenues of one or two purgunnahs 
in the Soubah of Bengal till the country should be brought into a flourishing 
and cultivated state; and we, in consideration of the loyalty and faithful 
.services of the English, agreed thereto ; and as they gave a written security for 
the payment of the tribute, we were also pleased to confer on them the Dewannee 
of the Soubahs of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. Eor some time the English Com- 
pany adhered faithfully and steadily to their engagements, and remitted their 
royal tribute, and also continued in obedience to our Government. It is now 
near three years that they have neglected to remit the tribute money, and 
have acted contrary to their engagements. Diaram Pundit, an ancient servant 
of our Government, resides at Calcutta to receive the kistbundee money. 
Nevertheless the conduct pursued by the Company with regard to the payment 
of the said tribute, and the other affairs of our Government, has been con- 
trary to our expectations and in violation of their treaties. We have lately 
heard that you our favorite subject, with others who are without equals in 
candor and knowledge of right, are arrived at Calcutta on the part of our dearly 
beloved brother King George, and that our favorite subject Amand-ud-Dowla 
Bahadur is also joined in the Commission. We received the greatest pleasure 
and satisfaction at the news of your arrival, and that of our other favorite sub- 
jects, because we have conceived the most firm and perfect friendship towards 
our brother, dear to us as life ; and we are now convinced that our said brother is 
heartily interested in our welfare and satisfaction, and there is no doubt that by 
acting with loyalty and fidelity to our sacred person you will give pleasure to 
our dearly beloved brother. 

The affair of our tribute is very trifling ; we have given directions to our 
dear son Mujid-ud-Dowla Bahram Jung Bahadur, who is an old and trusty 
servant of our Government, and invested with the management of all the affairs 
of it, to inform you of all particulars, which being made acquainted with from 
his. letter, you will consider the settlement of our affairs, and the remittance of 
our tribute by the means of our faithful servant Bajah Diaram Pundit as 
superior to all other business and to be first attended to. 


The letter from Shah .Annu to Mb. Fraxcis is . conceived in flic same terais as the 
.iabeve ;■«- 


From Mujid-hl-Dowla to Colonel Monson. 

Soim time ago a Shukka Khas from His Most Sacred (Majesty, expresi^va 
of his regard to you and of the pleasure which the news ^ your arrival in 
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safety at Calcutta afforded him, was prepared to do you honour, which I for- 
warded to you accompanied by a letter containing assurances of friendship from 
myself which have been delivered to you by the exalted and dignified Rajah 
Diaram Pundit Bahadur. Another Shukka Khas concerning several affairs has 
lately been prepared for you, which you will receive, and will from that be 
made acquainted with the orders it contains. My most gracious master has 
therein fully set forth with his sacred pen all the particulars from first to last 
relating to the tribute which the English Company have been boimd by the 
strictest treaties to remit to the royal treasury for these 16 years past, and 
which they have violated for near three years. As you my friend are come on 
the part of His Most Illustrious Majesty the King of England, and a friendship 
subsists between your sovereign and His Sacred Majesty, my most gracious 
master has no doubt that you will endeavour to improve this friendship and 
that you will, on all occasions and particularly in the settlement of the affair of 
the tribute, exert yourself to the utmost of your power to give him satisfaction. 
You will return an immediate answer to His Majesty’s Shukka Khas and for- 
ward it to me, and will consider me as continually employed in thinking of you 
and anxious for your friendship. 


The letter from Mdjid-ul-Dowla to Mr. Francis is expressed exactly in the same terms. 


Ordered that these letters lie for consideration. 


The Governor-General gives the following reasons why in his opinion the 
The Governor’s reasons why General Commauder-in- Chief had no right to demand from 
Clavering had no right to demand the Colonel Leslie the proofs and vouchers of his charge 

on Colonel Champion. agaiUSt Coloiicl OhampiOH I 


1st. — Because, it appears evidently from the mode of Colonel Leslie’s pro- 
ceedings, as well as from his absolute declaration, that this is entirely a matter 
of private litigation between Colonel Champion and him, and that he renounces 
all claim whatsoever on the Company on that account. 

5rac?.— Because, there being a positive order of the Board to Colonel 
Champion to incur no expence whatever on the Company’s account for canton- 
ments, if Colonel Leslie has any demand for service of that sort undertaken by 
Colonel Champion’s orders, he is to look to him only for his reimbursements, 
and were he to recover against him (even supposing Colonel Champion had not 
been indemnified hy the Vizier) the Company would not he hound to indemnify 
him. To call on Colonel Leslie therefore to produce his claims is in a degree 
■ acknowledging that the Company is bound to see them satisfied, which I am 
confident they are not either in law or equity. 

3rd . — Because had even the Company an interest in the suit the proper 
way would be to defend it for Colonel Champion in the Courts of Law, or at 
least to come to a resolution in Council to indemnify him in case he be oast. 
Such an interest is still a stronger reason against calling on Colonel Leslie for his 
vouchers. It is unjust to require a plaintiff to bring his proofs before the 
defendant who denies the charge. 

4th , — Because for any man or body of men to call for, in an authoritative 
nianner, and hear proofs in any suit pending in the Courts of Law (or even 
only commenced hy the first process of the Court) appears to me ^ to be a 
contempt of that Court, and an obstruction to the ordinary course of justice. 

5th . — Because for the Oommander-in-Chief of the army to^ interfere in a 
private suit between officers, and under pretence of the public interest to take 
up the defence of either party, though the other renounces ,all claim on, the 
public, is a manifest perversion of military authority, and tends directly fe the 
oppression of every pepon ' under it, and ,to , deprive them .of their birthright, 
the benefit of the common law. 

W; HASTINGS. 
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Oantoo Baboo, attending according to tbe smnmons of the Board, is called 
Cantoo Baboo caUed in ana interro- in, and Colonel Monson proposcs tbe following 
gated. questions to be put to bim : — 

Question. — Bid you reeeiTe a summons from this Board on Monday, the 
13tb instant, to attend them ? 

Mr. Auriol, Assistant Secretary, is desired to interpret the questions to 
Cantoo Baboo with bis answers, and haying accordingly put tbe above question 
to bim be answers — 

Answer. — I did. 

Question. — Why did you not come ? 

Answer. — I was with the Governor, who heard of tbe summons and said 
what occasion is there for your going ? Bon’t go. 

Question . — Are you not sensible that tbe authority of this Government 
is placed in the Council ? 

Answer, — ^We Bengallies, tbe people of this country, know that tbe 
Governor’s orders are in force upon us, and that next to these the orders of the 
Council are over us. 

Question. — Would you not have obeyed the orders of tbe Council if tbe 
Governor bad not told you to disobey them ? 

Answer. — I certainly should have obeyed tbe orders. 

Question. — Bid you receive a summons on Tuesday, tbe Idtb instant, to 
attend tbe Board of Revenue. 

Answer . — I did receive it. 

Question. — Why did you not obey it ? 

Answer.— ‘Vox tbe same reasons as those I before mentioned. 

Question. — Bid you not receive another order to attend tbe Board of 
Revenue on Friday the l7tb instant ? 

Answer. — did not receive any on Friday. I got one on Saturday to 
attend at tbe first Council, and I returned for answer to Mr. Sumner that I 
would attend at tbe first Council. 1 went to Mr. Sumner’s this morning and I 
learnt that there was no Board there, but be directed me to be present on the 
first Council day. 

Question.— Did. you receive an order of this Board to attend here to-day ? 

Answer, — I received no written order to-day. A peon left word at my 
gate, and on receiving tbe notice I came. 

Question. — ^Bo you know from whom that peon came ? 

Answer. — I did not see the peon : my people told me that a peon had come 
with an order of Council, and had left word that it was the Council’s order 
for me immediately to attend. 

Withdraws. Oantoo Baboo is now ordered to withdraw. 

Genebal ClaveBiING. — T be Governor having threatened me for having 
proposed a form of punishment for Cantoo Baboo, that which be usually inflicts 
every day upon the poor natives by putting them in the stocks by ten or twelve 
at a time that if I meant anything personal to bim be would make me 
answer for it with his life ; I therefore move that Cantoo Baboo be put into the 
stocks to have that same punishment inflicted upon bim which the Governor 
inflicts every day upon so many miserable Hindoos merely for easing them- 
selves upon the Esplanade, two miles distance from the town. 

* # 

The Govbrnob-Genbbati.— ‘T he General has not used my words, which I 
will repeat. The General had twice proposed, and in the language of a menace, 
that Cantoo Baboo should be put in the stocfoi. I said if he attempted anything 
in his own person, and by his own authority, I would oppose it, with my person, 
or personally oppose it, at the peril of my life. I added that if he made use of 
the law I would oppose him by the law. Mr. Barwell, are these my words ? 
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Mk. Barweli — I remember -words to such effect. 

Genbbal Ceavbring. — I deny having used any language or any appearance 
of menace to the Governor-General. I know too well what I owe to his situa- 
tion to be guilty of it. As he must have been acquainted with the usual forms 
of punishment for contempt, I applied to him to know what it was, and asked 
him if the stocks were not used upon such occasions. I was then surprised to 
hear him declare that he would resent personal attacks, or words to that effect, 
with his life. ’ 

The Governor-Genbrae. — I cannot help remarking the pains taken hy 
General Clavering by allusions to every part of my conduct, and loading it with 
terms of reproach, to provoke me beyond the line of that moderation and temper 
which I have exercised in a course of almost exhausted patience during the 
last six months. I was first attacked on the subject of the Jautmalla 
Cutcherry, which was represented as arbitrary and oppressive, although this has 
existed from the first establishment of the Company and had no relation to the 
subject of debate before us. If it was improper, why was it not proposed long 
ago that it should be abolished, why reserved for this time to be made use of 
as an instrument of provocation ? The stocks were erected on my first coming 
to the Government, to preserve the air of the city from the foulest nuisance : 
they have continued ever since, and I have always understood that it was 
universally looked upon as a benefit : if it was wrong or illegal, why have they 
so long been permitted to remain there ? A motion of the Board might have 
effected their removal, but to propose to inflict such a punishment, so ' disgrace- 
ful to a man of character and credit, would be an extension of rigour equal to 
death. 

Mr. Brands moves for an adjournment of the Board. 

Mr. Barwell has no objection. 

Colonel Monson. — I consent to the motion. 

General Olaverino. — I agree to adjourn. 

The Governor-Geveral. — I have no objection. 

Agreed that the Board do adjourn accordingly. 


Secret Dept. 
Friday. 


Fort William, the 24th March 1776. 
At a Council, rresent : 


The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor - General , ’ Bresident . 
Lieutenant-General John Clave ring. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Bichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq- 


Bead and approved the Consultation of the 20th instant. 


The General Letter 

The General Letter signed. 


from this department to the Hon’ble the Court of 
Directors for the Arson's packet being prepared 
is now read, approved, and signed. 


The Governor- General thinks it necessary to lay before the Board the 
following remark, which he is obliged to make in consequenoe of this letter. 

The Governor- General, in signing the General Letters in this Department, 

thinks it necessary to declare that he does not mean 
the I'ettS^ldTaowiedge'^the legality ol thereby to acknowledge any proceedings • as legal 
all the proceedings. whioh Were Carried on by General Clavering, Mr. 

Monson, and Mr. Francis, and recorded as Minutes of Council in the absence of 
the Governor-General, and after he had dissolved the Council. His signature. to 

458 F. D. 
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these letters is only meant in obedience to the orders of the Conrt of Directors for 
the authentication of the facts narrated in them, without conveying any assent 
to the opinion which dictated them or approbation of the measures themselves. 

WAREEN HASTINGS. 


General Claveriiig‘’s answer to the 
Governor’s respecting Colonel Leslie, 


General Clavering delivers in the following minute in 
answer to that given in by the Governor-General at the last 
consultation : — 


Genbbal Claverinq's answer to the Governor-General’s minute in reply to that which 
he delivered in to the Board on the 2nd March complaining of the conduct of Colonel 
Leslie. 

I think it is the highest compliment the Governor-General can pay to my 
virtue to shew that he wishes to find fault with my conduct without being 
able to lay the least imputation to it. 

Ho may depend on it, I will never flinch from any accusations that he, 
or any body else, shall bring against me. I will never quit the Council, nor 
prevent my Banyan appearing there to be examined. 

The minute I gave in to the Board on the 20th March will justify my 
conduct to the Court of Directors. They will see by it that I could have no 
other view in calling on Colonel Leslie to deliver up the vouchers for the 
demand he made on Colonel Champion to be paid for a public work, than to 
fulfil a trust which the Company has conferred to me. I have said before, 
that a Quartermaster-General, acting as such, could make no demand on Colo- 
nel Champion as Commander-in-Chief of the army for a work performed for 
the Company’s troops that was not, or might not eventually become, a demand 
on the Company. In calling, then, for a military contingent account I exe- 
cuted the duty of my ofBLoe, and was very happy that the Council was 
pleased to approve of my conduct. Why Mr. Hastings’ approbation was 
withheld from mo can only be ascribed to that gratitude which ho owes to 
Colonel Leslie for the support he gave, him in his quarrel wdth Colonel 
Champion. But ought private motives, or even the Governor’s personal resent- 
ment to me for the public part I have taken against him, actuate him to make 
him forget what he owes to himself, and the duty of his station ? He ought to 
know that I should have been reprehensible if I had neglected to have done 
what I did do. It is, however, incumbent on me to acquaint the Board that 
the Governor-General’s assertion in the 4th paragraph in his minute, viz., 
“ That for any man, or any body of men, to call for papers or proofs in an 
authoritative manner, on any suit pending in the Courts of Law (or even only 
commenced in the first process of the Court)” is founded on assumed facts, 
which had no existence at the time, nor to my knowledge have they any yet. 
Consequently the inference the Governor-General would draw from it, in the 
6th paragraph (when I declare there was no process pending or commenced in 
the first process of the Court). That it is a manifest perversion "of military 
authority, and tends directly to the oppression of every person under it, and 
to deprive them of their birth-right, the benefit of the common law,” is very 
injurious to the Council, whose approbation I received, and derogatory to the 
honour of the Governor himself, whose office it is to countenance and support 
the Commander-in-Chief in the due exercise of the trust which the Hon’ble 
the Court of Directors have confided to him. 

JOHN CLAVBEING. 


The G-overnor-General enters the following minute in consequence of the remarks of 
The Governor’s miirate on Mr. Mr. Francis in Consultation 8th March On his letter to Mr. 
Francis’s remarks on his letter to Mr. Mitchell, desiring him to make a coiTectiou, by inserting 

a sentence which was omitted in his first minute of appeal to 
the Court of Directors : — ■ , 

The Governor- General in reply to the minute given in by Mr. Francis on 
the subject of his letter to Mr. Mitchell of the 21st February has only to 
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observe that the minute, the copy of which he desired Mr. Mitchell to correct, 
was not originally delivered in and recorded at the Board, hut transmitted hy 
him directly to the Court of Directors, without any previous communication to 
the Board, and made part of his private address to them of the 3rd December. 
That if any error or omission took place in transcribing that address, he con- 
ceives he has 'a right to correct it. That an omission such as he mentioned 
did happen he positively declares, and indeed he appeals to the judgment of 
Mr. Brancis whether the paragraph referred to was complete or could mean 
anything as it stood. He could surely have acquainted the Court of Directors, 
in his next address, of the omission in transcribing the former, but he chose 
the method of requesting the Secretary to correct the error in the original as 
the most regular, and what he thinks his letter would sufficiently warrant the 
Secretary in doing. 

As to Mr. Brancia calling on him to point out the passages he alludes to, 
in the above-mentioned minute, without attempting to rummage among the 
heap of personal minutes of attack with which he has been loaded for other 
invectives, he will only beg leave to quote the following passages from Mr. 
Branois* minute No. 6, Consultation, 'Srd November — “The conditions which 
the late Government have unfortunately suffered him (the Vizier) to prescribe 
to him, considered merely as the terms of a contract, for I do not mean to 
insist on it, in a political view, upon the danger and dishonor of submitting 
to such conditions, are so loose and unguarded, &c., &o.” 

“ I do not scruple to declare that if the extravagant engagement (meaning 
that of leaving the troops with him) had been ratified in all the forms by 
which public treaties are usually authenticated,^ but none of which have been 
observed upon the present occasion, I should reject it with disdain.” 

In minute No. 9, Consultation, 25th November — “ He (Mr. Brands) did 
undoubtedly mean to assert a strong disapprobation of those measures, and 
that the terms in w’hich he expresses himself are mild and moderate in com- 
parison of what he really thinks of that conduct. 

Thus, Mr. Brancis charges the late Administration, and particularly in those 
measures which were conducted chiefly by the Governor, with suffering the 
Vizier to prescribe to them conditions which in a political sight were danger- 
ous and dishonourable and with entering into engagements which w^ere extra- 
vagant, w'hich however ratified would have met with disdain from Mr. Brancis, 
and he’ declares that the terms which he thus uses in expressing his disapproba- 
tion of them are mild and moderate in comparison of what he really thinks of 

them. 

The Governor-General must also remark that with the' term extravagant 
Mr Brancis employed another epithet, which to the best of his recollection 
was mean, and which on being objected to he effaced, but the impression it 
made could not be obliterated from the Governor’s mind. 

The Governor-General thinks what he has above quoted is sufficient to 
■justify the paragraph alluded to in his minute to the Court of Directors, 
which he abides by, as containing the representation of a fact the truth of 
which they have it in their power to ascertain by the proceedings in their 

possession. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Mr. Francis delivers the following observations on the 

Mr. Vroncis’ observation on ditto. minute ■ 

The Governor-General’s minute in’ support of the charge he was pleased 
to bring against me in his letter to Mr. Mitchell of the 21st Bebruary has been 
communicated to me this day. I beg leave to submit to the Board the follow- 
ing observations on the Governor’s minute with my hope and expectation that 
they will allow the answer to accompany the charge, and appear together 
before .the Hon’ble Court of Directors. 
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I presume I had a right to call upon the Governor to point out the parti- 
cular passages in "which, as he asserts, I had branded his personal conduct with 
the epithets '^extravagant and mean and other opprobrious terms.” The 
labour of rummaging for such passages could not be very considerable, since 
they must have existed in some minutes of mine written and delivered in 
before the 30th of November last. I believe it will appear that ev.ery minute of 
mine from my arrival to that time might be comprised in a dozen pages. 

2. In the passages now quoted by the Governor-General, I submit it to 
the judgment of my superiors whether the terms on which I delivered my 
opinion of a public treaty had any relation to the Governor-General’s personal 
conduct, or whether they are in themselves opprobrious. I speak of the danger 
and dishonor attending the conditious which "the late Government suffered the 
Vizier to prescribe to them j the Governor now changes the word them into him 
and misquotes my words, in order to give them the air of a personal reflection 
upon himself. 

3. I said that those conditions, considered merely as the terms of a contract, 
were loose and unguarded, and I assigned my reasons for thinking so. 

4. I declared that the article by which the late Administration agreed to 
leave the second brigade in the Vizier’s service, without any limitation of time, 
or reserving any right of recall, but that without his permission they never 
never should depart, was an extravagant engagement, and that I should reject 
it "with disdain. Par from desiring to retract that declaration, I now beg leave 
to express my adherence to it in the strongest and most deliberate manner, 
submitting myself to the judgment of my superiors. 

6. The Governor- General again misquotes my words. In the explanatory 
minute of the 21st of November I said that the terms in wlxich I had 
expressed myself were mild and moderate in comparison of what I really 
thought of their conduct. The Governor now changes the word their into that, 
in order that the remark may appear to be confined personally to himself, when 
in fact it is applied generally to the measures of the late Administration. 

6. The Governor-General after having advanced a positive charge, the 
truth of “which could only be supported or refuted by the records, now says 
that, to the best of his recollection, the epithet mean w'as also applied to the above 
engagement. A charge supported in this manner will, 1 presume, have little 
weight. The only defence left me agaiost it is to declare, as I now do, and 
as I am ready to do upon my oath, that the passage in question was read by 
myself and delivered into the Board exactly in the terms in which it stands 
recorded, without any alteration whatsoever. 

If this question between the Governor- General and me should be thought 
worthy the attention of the Honorable Court of Directors, I flatter mysedf they 
will observe that it was re-vived by the Governor- General himself, at the end 
of three months, and that the share he compels me to take in it is purely 
defensive. ^ ^ 


P. PRANCIS. 


^ The Governor-General in consequence of Me. Feanccs’ remarks enters also the 
xollowing : — 

The Governor-General on Mr. Praneis’ reply to his minute observes that 
The Governor's further minute on he believBs Mr* IVancis is right iu ]iis corrections 

him and that to them and their. Tho 
error lies in the copy. The Governor-General did not copy them himsedf, nor 
does he think it of the smallest consequence in the conclusion ho draws from 
them. . Whether these expressions are applicable to him solely, or to him with 
others, makes no difference as to their propriety or effect. 

With respect to the erasement in the original minute by Mr. Praneis it 
may have escaped Mr. Francis’ memory ; but the expression made so strong 
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an impression on the Governor-General at the time, that he cannot be mis- 
taken in his recollection of the fact. 


WAEEEN HASTINGS. 


Ordered that copies of the several foregoing minutes he taken and sent 
Copies of all these to be sent by the Bumhers in the present despatch to the Hon’ble 

the Court of Directors. 


Amott, 


Ordered that they lie for consideration. 


Colonel Champion. 


Received the following letter and inclosures from Colonel 
Champion on board the Tacifie : — 


Gentlbmbn, — Under date the 17th ultimo I was honoured with a letter 

from Mr. Hastings in these words — “ In the vindication of your conduct 

which you have lately delivered to the Board, you have thought proper 
to advance several heavy accusations against me and the late Administration, 
from which it is incumbent upon me to exculpate both myself and them. But 
the short time remaining between the delivery of your vindication and the 
departure of the JPaoiJic, and the load of other business which necessarily engages 
my time, will render it impossible for me to prepare my reply to your vindi- 
cation before the departure of that ship on which you have taken your passage, 
I therefore think it necessary to inform you of my intentions of replying fully 
to your vindication, not only in defence of my own and the conduct of the 
late Administration from your accusations, hut also in examination of the 
charges which the late Vizier preferred against you, particularly that respecting 
the long inaction of the brigade before Lolldong. As these accusations were 
addressed to me by the Vizier in my capacity of first member of the Admin- 
istration, it became the duty of my station to submit them to enquiry, and the 
method I preferred was to give them to your perusal, never doubting but your 
promised vindication would contain an ample refutation of them ; but it does 
not appear to me that you have refuted them. 

“ X now acquaint you that I shall submit these matters to the examination 
and determination of the Board, and make a very free enquiry into such parts of 
your conduct as have been arraigned by the Vizier, and I give you this notice 
to prevent the supposition of my taking advantage of your absence in the pro- 
secution of these enquiries, that you may, if you think it necessary, defer yonr 
departure for the opportunity either of supporting the accusations you have 
brought against the late Administration and me, or defending yourself from the 
charges which may appear against you. The delay which has taken place 
in this enquiry raust be attributed to the length of time which has passed 
before the delivery of your vindication.’* 

In answer to the letter I did myself the pleasure of addressing Mr. 
Hastings as follows : — 

" I have your favour, dated the 17th. In my late address to the Board, I 
advanced nothing new ; it is only the substance of what I before said in the 
course of correspondence, collected into one view, with a few observations 
which naturally arose from the subject. These were inseparably connected with 
my vindication, and I beg leave to be of opinion that they are fuUy supported 
by the facts premised. 

“ It may he convenient to endeavour at making the gentlemen of the late 
Administration consider the cause a common one, in order to engage their 
support, but I hold them to he in a very different predicament. 

" Do you mean to apologize for producing the Vizier’s letter when you say 
it was a matter of duty ? I grant it was, hut I cannot a,dmit that it was any 
part of your duty to withhold, as you did, that letter from me for a month, 
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when yon knew I had taken my passage in the Paoifio, and that if she should 
sail at the time it was then intended to dispatch her, it would have been 
morally impossible for me to have prepared my vindication. 

“ With regard to your intended freedom of enquiry I am so conscious of 
the entire propriety of every part of my conduct — so self-satisfied of its being 
invulnerable — that I feel myself at perfect ease in suffering you to take 
advantage, not only of the influence which your station gives you, but also of my 
absence, relying on the honour of the Administration for impartial disquisitions. 

“You have already had my address sixteen days, therefore the delay in 
your enquiries must not be imputed to the time which I of necessity took to 
lay my vindication, and the immense volume of correspondence before the 
Board ; be pleased to acknowledge that it must be attributed to the extra- 
ordinary circumstance of your having kept up the Vizier’s letter from the 28th 
of November to the 27th of December. 


“ I am sorry you profess an opinion that I have not refuted the late Vizier’s 
charges, but I firmly hope and believe you will be thought singular in that 
respect ; it is not however your opinion or mine that can be the criterion of 
passing judgment on the parts we have respectively acted. I am on the eve 
of embarking for the place where all must be ultimately determined, and I go 
with cheerfulness to stand the decision, fully convinced that I shall carry with 
me documents that must infallibly render abortive the most rigorous enquiry 
it may be in your power to make.” 

Mr. Hastings would perhaps wish to pass off his letter as an instance of 
candour. I must be pardoned for not receiving it as such. I will, however, 
acknowledge that the design was masterly. 


Accusations against me of as deep a dye as it was possible to commit to 
paper have been transmitted to England without giving me an opportunity of 
saying a syllable in my own vindication, and I am even now ignorant of the 
particulars of what has been written to my disadvantage. 

The great end therefore of the last address with which I was honoured would 
have been answered had I been induced to have neglected the support of my 
reputation in England. I am sensible that the mode of attack which has been 
adopted would embarrass a man less conscious of the rectitude of his conduct. 

It is natural for Mr. Hastings to endeavour to support his measures, but I 
cannot discover the propriety of his declaring himself a party to the Vizier’s 
accusations, and I have to beg that the inferences arising from his declaration 
may be added to, and considered with, the circumstance mentioned in my 
address to you of the 30th January. 

If Mr. Hastings had really wished or had been disposed to have given me 
an opportunity of being present at his intended enquiries, he would have 
entered upon them immediately on receipt of the letter of the 30th January ; 
instead of which, though it was produced twenty-five days before the packet 
for the Pacific was closed, he thought proper to excuse himself from under- 
taking them till after my departure. 


It is very remarkable that although Mr. Hastings complains that a period 
was not put to the war somewhat earlier, yet he has not been able to conde- 
scend upon any public disadvantage that arose from the measures which were 
followed. Indeed it is impossible he should. Where then is the cause of oora- 
plaint ? Is it that I conducted and terminated a war speedily and successfully ? 
Or dp we trace the source of it in the following notable passage ? ^ 


“ I cannot suppose that you mean the reasoning which you have at present 
Letter from the Governor, 17th adopted on tMs subject as a reproach to the Board 

for having formed a design which by your arm- 
ment must defeat itself, even with all the success that can attend it ; hut it is 
astotmhing that this consideration should have escaped you, since by the fre- 
quent reiteration of this argument you have undoubtedly been oastinff the 
severest reflections on the measures of Government which right or mono we 
nrnst now maintam,^' ^ 
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The last request made of me, when I went upon the expedition, was that 
I should correspond freely ; and not conceal a sentiment ; yet it appears that in 
doing myself the honor of giving compliance to this request, I was so unfortu- 
nate to disoblige hy a difference in opinion. My disposition and principles did 
not prove flexible enough — hence the violent attack which has been made upon 
me ; hence, it is manifest, proceeds every exertion of management that can he 
devised — “ The measures of Government right or wrong we must novo main^ 
tainf 

Mr. Hastings is pleased to forget himself when he talks of enquiring into 
my conduct respecting the operations in the fleld. I so totally differ from the 
opinion he professes regarding the justiflcation which I have offered of my 
conduct, that I am humbly confldent it is unnecessary to add anything further 
in support of it ; but as the writings before you are voluminous, and as the 
Governor-General has been pleased to point particularly at the operation 
towards the latter end of the war, I shall take the liberty of justifying myself, 
not only under his own authority, but also under that of the whole Adminis- 
tration. 


*' We judge it necessary for your more particular guidance in the general 
Late Board’s instructions, 1st para- Hue of your Operations to give you the following 
graph. instructions, trusting the particular conduct in the 

field to your military skill and capacity” 

Late Board’s instructions, fith para- “ The military conduot of the expedition is 

graph. entirely l^t with you,” Sfc. 

“ We have only on this occasion to express our sincere satisfaction at the 
Letter from the Select Committee, dccisive advantage gained ovcr the Kobillahs, toAtcA 
9tu May. toe ascribed entirely to your good condvkot, Spc” 

“We cannot on this occasion neglect expressing as early as possible the 
Letter from the Board, 9th May, great Satisfaction We received in the news, and the 
congratulatory on the victory. high sense we entertain of your abilities and 

conduct, both in the operations which preceded and in the action itself.” 

“ We are happy to find that your resolution and rmlitary skill were so well 
seconded by the valour of the troops,” &o. 

“ I am happy in the prospect it affords of future success, and allow 

. XT Tvr,,, ^7 good friend, to say that I feel an equal 

Letter rom r. as mgs, . opportunity wMch has been afforded 

you of displaying your abilities and of acquiring an importance at a period in 
which your merits appear to have been so much neglected at home.” 

“ It is from the fulness of my heart I declare to you that none of your 
warmest friends will rejoice more at any accession to your reputation or would 
readier contribute to furnish you with the means of it. On this occasion I can- 
not omit to take notice of the sensible and humane counsel which you gave to 
the Vizier on the orders issued by him for laying waste the Rohilla country — 
a measure which would have reflected equal’ dishonor on our arms and reproach 
on his authority had it been continued.” 


I cannot help again repeating that the Hon’hle Governor, owing, we may 
presume, to his “ multiplicity and load of business ” must have forgot himself 
when he addressed me with his favor of the 17th. 

“ I have agcdn written to the Vizier on the subject of the immediate pay- 
Letter from the Governor, 16 th ment of the forty lacks, &0., but if he persists in 
July, received 7th August. refusing the claim, it will then be proper for you 

to insist upon his fulfilling the agreement : an acknowledgment that the forty 
lacks are now due, and an assurance of the payment, you must obtain from the 
Vizier.” 

“ I repeat my congratulations to you on the consequences of your victory, 

which has completely redwed the Rohillah country 
Letter from the^Govemor, 26th ay. otnd fully accomplished the scrvice proposed hy the 

Administration in their adoption of this enterprise.” 

“ Zabita Oawn being personally secured by the Vizier, I consider his 
country as equally subdued with the rest of the Rohillah dominions.” 
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I should be glad to know therefore what further business we had to concern 
ourselves with the Eohillah war ? And that, too, without stipulating any addi- 
tional advantage to the Company. 

Mr. Hastings is pleased to find fault with me because I thought it most 
advisable to bring the enemy to subjection by blockade. 

He would, perhaps, have attacked them, but he has not done me the favor 

pm r>n stTati n g how I should have exculpated myself if I had unnecessarily, 
mthout the prospect of reaping the smallest advantage to the Company, hurried 
the army to destruction or even put it in the power of chance. 

I have already given such reasons as will, I am hopeful, perfectly satisfy 
every unprejudiced person, who is a proper judge of military operations, that 
my conduct was such as became an officer of long service and experience, and 
independent of the established custom of every nation, independent of the 
absolute necessity that every Commander-in-Chief should act according to the 
best of his judgement, I will prove from other respectable authority, to which 
I beg Mr. Hastings may be pleased to pay due regard, that I was the sole and 
only judge of the measures to be pursued in the field. 

“The power which was expressly given to you in your first instructions 
Letter from the Governor. 11th for Conducting the Operations in the field fully 
July. authorised your conduct in engaging or declining 

to engage the enemy, under what circumstances you approved or disapproved.” 

If these authorities, and the powers inseparable from the station of every 
General at the head of an army on actual service, do not fully and amply justify 
my conduct, I know not what can be a sufficient authority for the guidance of 
any Oommander-in-Ohief. But, gentlemen, I have to request you may be 
pleased to remember that but for the late Vizier’s treachery in remaining 
behind, with between twenty and thirty thousand horse, besides the Burrak 
Fultan, consisting of about five thousand men, and 6 or 7 battalions of sepoys, 
with a large train of his best artillery, the war would have infallibly been 
finished on the 23rd of April, since it was morally impossible that Fyzulla 
Oawn and the other Chiefs could have escaped had the Vizier’s cavalry, and 
the whole of his infantry, been up to have done their duty. 

His Excellency promised to be in the action with all his army, as appears 
by the accompanying extract of my interpreter’s journal ; and the viranda of 
his houder was agreed to be the mark by which I should distinguish -him, 
in order to convey my advices to His Excellency in the course of the engage- 
ment. 

Yet not only did he, with an army of more than treble the number of 
all the troops we had in battle, remain in the rear of the ground from which 
we decamped to engage ; but even a part of his troops, who wore in the field 
of action, refused to do their duty ; and we had proof, three days before, of the 
dastardly behaviour of some of his chosen horse. After such conviction that 
neither His Excellency nor his troops were to be trusted to, or depended on, 
it cannot be wondered that I had little or no reliance upon them, and that I 
became cautious of embarking with them in any dangerous undertaking, with- 
out an indispensable necessity. 

In case any further lights on these subjects, or regarding the treatment of 
the E-ohilla prisoners of distinction, should be thought necessary, I have com- 
mitted some questions to writing on a separate paper herewith enclosed ; and 
I desire they may be put to the several gentlemen therein named, if you 
shall so think proper. 

Captain Wroe was witness of an affecting scene in the house of the Nabob 
Mahullah Cawn, of which he gave me a particular account upon honour ; but 
the paper has been mislaid. However, as he is now at the Presidency, you can, 
if you please, avail yourself of his information. 

That gentleman, with another officer, happening to pass through Bissouly 
soon after our arrival near that town, he was descried by the Nabob. MabuUa 
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Cawn,_ and invited into his house. He can acquaint you with the deplorable 
situation in which he saw that family. 

Thus much may be observed, that I believe he is the first European, or 
perhaps the first man of any nation, that ever was invited by a Musselman 
Prince or Chief into his zennana. He will inform you how the miserable 
women threw themselves prostrate at his feet, and grasped his boots, suppli- 
cating protection to their honor. 

The Nabob and the unhappy women entreated that he, and the officer 
who was with them, would take charge of some jewels and money in order to 
afford them relief in the event which they foresaw, and which has since 
happened, of their being in want of the necessaries of life. 

Captain Wroe’s humanity prompted him to receive, for that purpose, a 
small quantity of gold ornaments belonging to the women, of which liaving 
personally informed me, I requested he would give them up, that they might 
be presented to the Vizier, who, from the story of the palanquin, elsewhere 
related, T knew would make use of this circumstance in declaiming against 
and degrading the honor of English officers. 

Captain Wroe acquiesced in my desire ; the articles which he had received 
from Mabullah Cawn were delivered to the Vizier, in the presence of Lieute- 
nant Roberts, my interpreter, and His Excellency descended to accept of 
them. 

I have introduced this circumstance in order to prepare you for another 
which must greatly astonish you. It is this : a member of the late Admin- 
istration, who, if report speaks truth, is extremely industrious in his lucubra- 
tions regarding the late war, advised Captain wroe to prosecute me for the 
value of these gold ornaments, observing that, though he was Colonel Cham- 
pion's friend and wished him well, yet he could not help thinking there was 
a great hardship in Captain Wroe’s being deprived of these valuables, and that 
he thought it very proper and justifiable that he should avail himself of the 
assistance of the law to obtain redress. 

Captain Wroe knew that as an officer the consequence would be the for- 
feiture of his commission, but besides that consideration he was too much of a 
gentleman to listen to such insidious advice. 

It had been much to the credit of a certain officer of high rank that he 
had been equally watchful of his reputation. The advice given to Captain 
Wroe shows the spirit of the times ; it will account for the behaviour of the 
other officer, and convinces me how happy it is for me that I have been uniform 
in my conduct, and that truth and honour have been its basis. 

, Supported by these, I have much pleasure in committing my defence to 
the candour of the Administration, and I firmly rely on their justice to prevent 
any advantage being taken of my absence. 

I cannot however take my leave without bringing the following paragraph 
under review : — 

“ So decisive an instance of the superiority of the Company’s arms cannot 
Letter from the late Administration,' fail of reviving in all its foroe the reputation they 
9th May. formerly acquired in Hindustan and which ten years 

of peace had doubtless, in some degree, weakened in the minds of the Princes of 
the country. 

“ We are happy to find your resolution and military skill were so well 
seconded by the valour and discipline of the troops, and while we desire you 
may receive personally the thanks of the Board for the signal service you have 
on this occasion performed, we request you may in the like manner convey to 
the officers, soldiers, and sepoys our sense of their behaviour, &o. 

" We are also exceedingly happy to learn from the communications which 
the President has made to us that you have in the whole course of the campaign 
been so attentive to maintain the strictest order and discipline among the 
jbroops, and that you from the beginning opposed, and at last obtained a stop to 
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be vut to, the devastation of the Rohilla country by the army of the Vizier— a 
mistaken poUcy altogether incompatible with the design of the wp. and repug- 
nant to humanity, and we have a sensible pleasure in testifying our entire 

approbation of your conduct in this respect. Tour 
• See ^0 letter from the Select^ preserving such steady order and discipline on 

mittee of the same date, and one trom • j. 

the Governor of the 6th May, already GntGriH^ t»ll6 08/Hip Siltor VlCXOXy 6Q^U.3»lly 

*3^®*®*^* merits our applause/’ &c.^ 

“ The victory you have obtained and its conseq^uences to the Company 

have appeared to me of such importance that I 
21 st May. have sent accounts of them by an express to the 

Court of Directors, cts wsll by ihe Bafliest cidvioB to cloiivn that attontion to 
your merit which this increase of your reputation will demand, as to give 
information of the success and advantages of this measure of the present 
k dministration.” 


And we rely on your conduct and firmness and that subordination and 

strict discipline which experience has taught us 
letter from the Board, Srd June. always been your pride to maintain, ^c., SfG.'* 

“ We have had the pleasure to receive your letter dated the l-7th ultimo, 
letter from the Select Committee, and we Congratulate you upou the entire reduction 
8th September, received 30 th. of the EioMlla country to the Vizier’s government, 

which we consider as effected by the surrender of IBattergur, and the inextri- 
cable distress to which the Rohilla army is reduced. Our satisfaction is 
increased on this occasion by the Vizier’s intention of terminating the war in 
the manner you mention by an accommodation with the ilohillas, which must 
be easily settled in their distressful situation, and we hope Sis Excellency will 
he disposed to conciliate their affections to his Government by acceding to 
lenient terms. 


“ The service being completed wherein the brigade was engaged, under 
your command, a repetition of our thanks is due to you and the troops who 
effected it, which we request you to accept and make known to them.” 

After such warm commendations of the late Administration, after such 
repeated testimonies of their hearty approbation of my conduct, it would have 
been highly satisfactory to me, gentlemen, that I had been also honoured with 
some mark of yours, and I still flatter myself with receiving it at some 
future period. 

The rank which I had the honour to hold, the reputation with which I 
had the good fortune to serve the Company for many years, gave me reason to 
hope at least for an acknowledgment of the letter of resignation which I had 
the honour of addressing to you, more especially as it covered some papers of 
consequence. 


The only intimation given to me of the receipt of it, though it was 
approved of by the Hon’ble the Governor-General before it was presented, eame 
accidentally through the Fort Adjutant, to whom the Governor was pleased to 
transmit the minute or resolution of Ooimcil to be issued in orders, which was 
accordingly done without any previous communication to me. 

This much I thought it necessary to trouble you with, in consequence of 
the Governor-General’s letter to me of the l7th past ; and I have only to add 
my request that you will be pleased to order the copy with which you have 
promised to furnish me of the proceedings of the late Administration regard- 
ing my conduct in the Rohilla war to be delivered to Mr. Henry Grant, my 
attorney, under a sealed cover. 


Inoleb Eoad, 

ON BOAKD THE “PaOIPIC”; 

The 2nd March 1775. 



I have, &o., 

A. CHAMPION. 


Mnetraet Persian Interpreter's Journal, 22nd April 1774. 

The Vizier waited on the Colonel early. The Colonel desired he would 
order all hig cavalry to wear a small bough ia their turbans to distinguish them 
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from the enemy — the Colonel shewed him a plan for the march next day as 
follows : — 1st — All the English troops in a column on the right. Bussunt’s 
battalions in a similar column on the left, his other battalions to follow equally 
in the rear of us, and Bussunt’s to the Nejib and Burruck battalions equally 
divided on the right and left flanks, and the horse to bring up the rear, covering 
the whole of it. This he agreed to and went home. 

The brigade, &c., marched, fought and conquered the Rohillah army near 
23 rd April. Kutterah Fort. 

After the action the Vizier, who had remained on the bank of the nullah 
that we marched from till the success of the day was known, came to the Colo- 
nel’s tent bringing with him the head of Hafl&z, which he expressed a good deal 
of pleasure of having in his possession, 

A. CHAMPION. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 30th March 1775. 

Thursday. At a Council, pbesent: 

The Hon’ble Wabren Hastings, Governor- Generali JBresident. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavebing. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 


Biohard Babwbll, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the* 24th instant. 


General Clavbring. — The Governor-General having made an objection 

to bringing persons before the Board who may pro- 
e a es on i o. duce complaiuts or accusations against any Member 

of the Board, to be examined on the truth of their allegations, I desire that 
the 36th Article of the Company’s instructions be now read and the sense of 
the Board taken thereupon. 


Read the 35th Article of the Instructions from the Court of Directors, dated 29th March 

1774. 

Mr. Francis delivers his opinion as follows : — I conceive that the general 
duty by which I am bound on oath to the service of the Company would of 
itself oblige me to pursue the conduct recommended to me in the above 
article, and that, under this specific instruction, I cannot, without a palpable 
breach of my duty, and being liable to the consequences of disobeying my 
instructions, refuse to hear any persons who may bring charges against any 
member of this Board, in which the interest of the Company may . he con- 
cerned, provided the parties voluntarily take upon themselves to make good 
their charges, and give them in under their respective seals or signatures. 

Mb. Babwell. — I would not willingly give a hasty opinion on any instruc- 
tions from the Company. The object of this seems particularly directed to 
insure the public interests. Whether these intentions can in any respect be 
promoted by the promiscuous introduction of complaint that do not even 
remotely affect the advantage of the Company wiU be judged by the Directors. 
The whole time and attention of this Board given solely to the affairs of the 
Government would be found hardly equal to the arduous task. It is rendered 
now far less so, by multiplying matters that can be of no consequence to the 
public. If there is any investigation from which at any time the Company 
may benefit, I shall most heartily concur in it ; but I will neither encourage 
nor be the channel of aspersing any character, while it cannot conduce to the 
good of Government. 
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Colonel Monson.— I think it consistent with that duty I owe to the Com- 
nany under the ahoye-mentioned instruction to I’eceive such complaints^ as may 
come yoluntarily before me against any of the Members of the Administration 
provided the parties at the time undertake to make good the charges exhibited 
in their petitions, and to record the same for the Company s information. 

General CLAyEBiNO.— I conceiye that the intention of the Court of 
Directors in forming this article was grounded on the complmnts that had been 
carried to England of the abuses reported to have been committed by the former 
Goyernments in Bengal, and to enable the new O^ncil lately appointed by the 
Legislature to carry its ordinances into effect. TJpon these grounds I think I 
should be wanting, the legislature and to the Court of Directors, if I were not 
to receiye the complaints of the inhabitants when properly authenticated, and 
to prefer them to the Board for investigation, as the only means by which those 
grievances can be redressed, and the Company informed of the conduct of 
their servants. 

The GoyBENOR-GENBRAL.— I see no occasion for the question, nor under- 
stand the terms of it. It appears to me, from what I have heard to be the inten- 
tion of the gentlemen forming the majority of the Board now, to postpone all 
other business for the purpose of making me the sole object of their personal 
attacks. They have taken their line and they may pursue it. I shall have 
other remarks to make upon this transaction ; but as they will be equally appli- 
cable to many others, which in the course of this business are likely to be 
brought before the Board, I shall say no more on the subject. 

General Clavering desires that the Governor-General will be pleased to 
name a day for the appointment of Meer Zein-ul-ab-Deen to appear before the 
Board to authenticate the facts stated in his petition. 

The Governor-General.— My sentiments upon this subject are so well 
known that I am sorry to be again compelled to repeat them. I will not 
name a day for the appointment of Meer Zein-ul-ab-Deen to appear before the 
Board, neither will I suffer him to appear before the Board. 

General Clavering further moves that the opinion of the Board be taken 
whether the Governor-General’s refusal to appoint a day for the bringing a 
person before the Board who has made a complaint either against himself or any 
other Member of it does not tend to frustrate the intentions of the Court of 
Directors in our carrying into execution the above-mentioned 36th article of 
their instructions. 

Mr.. Francis. — I think the Governor-GeneraFs conduct in this and other 
siT«i1a.T instances has the tendency described in the question, and I must beg 
leave to add that supposing it to be agreed among ourselves that the Board 
shall not hear any charges or complaints against any members of it, a case or 
cases may hereafter happen in which, by a reciprocal complaisance to each 
other, our respective misconduct may be effectually screened from enquiry or 
censure, and the Company, whose interests may be concerned, or the parties 
who may have reason to complain of any one Member individually, may he 
left without remedy. 

Mr. Barwbll. — I do not think it does, though it may in some little degree 
preserve the Governor- General from personal insult. Where there is no judi- 
cial power lodged, that of inquisition can never answer any good purpose. It is 
subject, to every species of abuse, and falsehoods may with as much facility be 
made to carry the air of truth as any self-evident fact. From the nature of 
tbe constitution of this country and from the temper of the people they will 
pay their court, and in a manner which they conceived to he the most agreeable, 
to the power which they imagine is capable of promoting their designs. 
Subordination is too common and frequent in Bengal, and a trifling hint that 
a native’s prospects in life may be advanced by charging with crimes such as 
are disa^eable to the patrons they look up to, they will make little difficulty or 
scruple in doing it. How much more so they may he encouraged by any 
absolute measures of the Board, seeking a kind of solicitude in heairog and 
listening to complaints, is not difficult to point out. I have said before that 1 
did not think the Governor-GeneraFs denial could frustrate the intentions of 
the Court of Directors, because there is a tribunal and a legal one to which 
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all the natives may apply, and on any very extraordinary occasion it rests with 
any Member of the Board to inform himself of the circumstances of a fact 
coming to his knowledge, and he may bring it with the lights he has received 
to the Council, otherwise the interruption to public business will be so great 
and frequent that it will be impossible to discharge the duties of the Govern- 
ment. 

Colonel Monson. — The Governor- General’s declaration precludes us from 
giving the Court of Directors that information which they require from us by 
the 35th Article of their instructions. 

General Claveeing-. — I conceive that the preventing a man appearing at 
the Board to prove the allegations in his petition is in the first place a denial of 
that justice which we owe to the Court of Directors, and would deprive the 
Governor-General of the means of proving his own innocency. I have been told 
a story — whether the fact be true or false I know not — that when Mr. Benion, Gov- 
ernor of Madras, was accused of having taken a bribe of 1,000 pagodas, he desired 
that a Bible might be given to enable him, wherewith to purge his conscience. 
If the Governor- General should think proper to take the same method of 
purging his own from this accusation, or from any of the others which 
have appeared against him specifically, I will be very ready on my part to 
give my voice for the complaint being dismissed. 

The Govebnoe-General. — The question by the terms of it makes it un- 
necessary for me to reply to it, and therefore I shall make no reply. 

General Clavering proposes that Meer Zein-ul-Abdeen be required to 
attend at the Board of Bevenue tomorrow. 

Mr. Prancis agrees to the motion. 

Mr. Babwell. — I think it maybe an interruption to the business of the 
Government, and I am therefore against the motion. 

Colonel Monson. — I agree to the motion. 

General Claveeing. — I am for it of course, having proposed it. 

The Govebnoe-Geneeal. — I object to the motion. 

Resolved that Meer Zein-ul-Abdeen be required to attend the Board 
Meer Zein-ul-Abdeen to attend the tomorrow in the Ecvenue Department. 

Board of Revonue. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 3rd April 1775. 

Monday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Wareen Hastings, Governor- Generali Pre^dent 
Lieutbnaitt-Gbneeal John Claveeing. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Richard Babwell, Esq, 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 30th ultimo. 

The Governor- General delivers in the following minute, and requests that 
one copy may be sent in cypher with the letter written on the subject to go 
overland to the Court of Directors, and that another copy may he sent, with a 
duplicate of that letter, by the Anson. 

The gentlemen of the majority having set forth in a minute dated the 
The Governor’s minute on his power 20th iustant that "I have repeatedly claimed and 
to dissolve the Council. eudeavoured to exercise a power of dissolving this 

Council in its several departments, and that I have repeatedly and puhUcly 
deolar^ my opinion that any acts done by the majority of the Council in. my 
absence (when I had quitted the chair in opposition to the sense of the 
majority) were not the acts of the Board, nor legal, and having requested that 
I will communicate to them the arguments which induce me to think such 
opinions and such conduct are conformable to the Act of Parliament which GOh- 
stitutes the present Government.” 

453 F. D. 
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I thini it proper in the first place to inform them, that my opinions and 
conduct, and the arguments on which I ground my support of both, stand 
already recorded and fully stated in the minutes of Consultation of the Public 
Department, dated the 13th instant, and in those of the Revenue Department, 
dated the 14th instant. 


Por the further information .of my superiors, I shall next relate the grounds 
on which this question arose, and proceed to assign my reasons, at large, in 
support of my part of it. 

On the 10th instant a packet containing an English address to the Board 
from the Ranny of Burdwan, with sundry accounts in the same language,' and 
a copy of the former in the Persian tongue, was brought to tlie Council of 
Revenue by a servant of Mr. J osepb Powke, the Agent of General Clavering. 

In these papers a formal charge was produced against me, of having 
received, in the month of May or June 1773, a present from Bridjoo Kissore 
Roy, the Dewan of tbe Rajah of Burdwan, amounting to 15,000 rupees. 

On the 11th instant, Mr. Erancis delivered to the Board a sealed letter 
from Rajah Nundcomar containing a specific charge against me of having, in 
September 1772, received a present from Munny Begum of 3,61,105 rupees, and 
other charges of indefinite sums, received by me as presents, from sundry other 
persons to the apparent amount of many millions of rupees. 

On the 13th instant, a motion was made by Colonel Monson, and supported 
by General Clavering and Mr. Erancis, that Rajah Nundcomar should be 
called before the Board, and required to produce the proofs of his allegations. 

To, this I strongly objected, declaring that I looked upon the members of 
the majority themselves as my censors; that they were therefoi'e unfit to sit 
in judgment upon me ; that I would not suffer the dignity of the first Magis- 
trate of this Government to be debased, by sitting to be arraigned as a criminal 
at the Council Board, of which he was the President, by a man of a character so 
notoriously infamous as that of Rajah Nundcomar; and that I disclaimed their 
right in any respect to erect themselves into a tribunal to judge my conduct; 
that I had no objection and would consent to their forming themselves into a 
committee for the purpose of obtaining such information as they i‘c<piircd, but 
would not suffer them to bring such a business before tbe Board, They per- 
sisted in their purpose, and I declared the meeting dissolved. 1 aceordin'»’lv 
departed. Mr. Barwell did the same. The other members paid no regard to mv 
declaration, but continued to sit. 


The next day, being the 14th, the Council being assembled in the Eeveniu; 
Department, a like motion with that of the preceding day was made by General 
Clavering that Bridjoo Kissore Roy and Roopnarain Chowdry, who was the 
principal agent in the accusation preferred by the Ranny of Burdwan, should 
be called l^tore the Board for the like purpose of enquiring into those accusa- 
tions. 1 objected in like manner, .and repeated my proposition tliat a com- 
^ttee should he formed for these enquiries, hut without effect. I a'min 
declared the meeting dissolved and left them. Mr. Barwell did the same. ° 

On the 17th a Council was summoned at' their request for special purposes 
expressed m then-requisition. 1 met them: Mr. Barwell did not attend. 
Instep of proceeding to the business for which tlicy had boon exr)ros8lv 
assembled, a motion was immediately made by General Okvering and supported 
by the other members that Cantoo Baboo aid Kishen Cl.atfinj?, n.y ,,HruSl 
servants, should be called before them for the purposes of quistioniJig them 

^ the autliority of the^ Board in .having 
^ t)y the majority in their pre- 
?no- “Y dissolution, and of .support- 

As I had cause from the terms of tlie motion, 

Si^hl^ al^rtuoA^ proceedings, and from their refusal to give 

?f S ’ ' I demanded of them, of the personal safety of my 

S of'tW ^ apprehend some disgraceful treat^ 

■t, 1 , these men, which in the eyes of the people of this country would 

have been equal to the greatest personal indignity offered to myself I after 

XehwariXmi^\°S\%?^^^ meffwtuai rJaource 

wmen was left me, and a third time declared them dissolved, 
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How far I was justified in my suspicion of the violence which might be 
intended to be offered to the persons of my servants will best appear from a 
motion which was actually made by General Olarering at the public Council 
Board on the 20th instant, to inflict a punishment on my servant Cantoo 
Baboo, to which none but the meanest of the people are ever sentenced — that 
he should be put into the common stocks. 

I have been thus particular in the detail of the transactions which gave 
rise to the question now before the Board, because, in whatever way it may 
hereafter be determined by those who are to be the judges of it, nothing can 
so effectually justify my conduct in proceeding to such apparent extremities 
(for in effect they are rather declarations of a right than the exercise of a 
power), as the violence of those who compelled me to it. 

I shall now proceed to the question itself, which I shall take the liberty 
to repeat in words more applicable to the subject iu debate. 

I am called upon to communicate to the Board the arguments by which 
I support my claim to dissolve the meetings of the Council, and my opinion that 
the acts done by the majority of the Board, after such a dissolution, are illegal ; 
and why I think such a claim, and such an opinion, conformable to the Act of 
Parliament which constitutes the present Government. 

I answer that my claim and opinion are grounded on reason and the im- 
memorial usage of the late Presidency, approved by the Ooui’t of Directors, and 
passed into a positive law by the Act of Parliament. 

The power of summoning and dissolving the Council must exist some- 
where. It is reasonable that it should exist in the first and executive member 
of it. The members of the Council do not possess any authority as such, but 
when they are assembled. They cannot therefore assemble themselves, 
because that would be to exercise an act of authority. The Governor only, 
therefore, has the power of assembling them. It is equally reasonable that the 
same power should dissolve them. If this privilege rested only with the 
collective body of the Council, and the President had no authority to dissolve 
thorn, a prevailing faction in the Council would always have it in their power 
to steal in, or obtrude business on the Board, for which the other members were 
unprepared, and to impose such insult and indignities upon their President as 
he could not otherwise avert, than by an instant resignation of his office, and of 
the service — a case necessary to be strongly guarded against, as the temptations 
to force him to such a resignation are powerful in a body whose number is small, 
and whose succession to the first post in the Government is immutably fixed. 

Our hon’ble employers have an undoubted right to the assistance 
and advice of every Member of the Board. This they cannot have, unless 
each Member has an opportunity of considering and dehberating on each ques- 
.tion,'before it passes into an act of the Board. Such an opportunity cannot be 
ascertained to them without the existence of this power. 

The business to be discussed at each meeting of the Board (except the 
current business, which is always supposed to be the first in course of dispatch) 
ought to be specified in the summons by which the Council is convened, and 
without the consent .of each individual ^Member, business not specified in the 
summons, cannot legally be entered upon. But if a majority, notwithstanding 
the reasonableness of the objection, wiU (persist to go through with such busi- 
ness, the only means of preventing illegal acts from assuming the sanction of 
the Board is, that the Governor- General as President of the assembly, shall 
dissolve the meeting. This power, as he apprehends, is no more than what is 
incidental to, and universally- exercised by, the Mayor or other President of 

every Corporation in England. 

That this right founded in reason has been supported by the immemorial 
Tlsage of the former Presidency, and of all the Presidencies established by the 
Hon’ble Company to this day, I appeal to the Consultations of this and the 
other Presidencies. I appeal to the Court of Directors whether they have 
not ever understood this to be the rule, that the Presidents have universally the 
right of summoning the Councils is not disputed, that they alone have that 
power, and that they have a power of dissolving the Councils is equally certain; 
if there never yet was an instenoe of any Councils being either assembled or 
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of their meeting continued in opposition to the authority of the President. I 
firmly believe that no such instance did ever occur. If such ever did in this Gov- 
ernment since the time in which I have been acquainted with the service, that is, 
since the year 1749, it may be easily traced in the records which are in the 
possession of the Hon’ble Court of Directors, and I am willing to trust to the 
issue of such a search as decisive of the question. 

That the power which I have described has been confirmed by the Court 
of Directors I appeal to the general instructions of the Hon’ble Company, 
written with a knowledge of the exercise of such a power, and not forbid- 
ding it. 

The right being reasonable and having existed in, and been exercised by, 
the President of this settlement, has it been abrogated by the Act of Parliament ? 
No ; it has in express words been confirmed. The first clause of the Act pro- 
duced by the gentlemen of the majority, though with an attempt to explain it 
away, is direct in point to prove it, viz . : — 

“ The whole civil and military government of the said Presidency, &c., 
shall, during such time as the territorial acquisitions and revenues shall remain 
in the possession of the said united Company, be, and are hereby vested in the 
said Governor-General and Council of the said Presidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, in like manner, to all intents and purposes, whatsoever as the same 
now are, or at any time heretofore might have been exercised by the President 
and Council or Select Committee, in the said Kingdoms.” 

The powers are given, in like manner to all intents and purposes, as the same 
now are, or, at any time heretofore, might have been exercised by the President 
and Council, or Select Committee. Such a power was heretofore exercised by 
the President. It follows, reddendo singula singulis, that it may be exercised 
by the Governor-General, who is substituted in his place. I am at a loss to 
fi-ntl out why this clause seems to the gentlemen of the majority only to fix 
and ascertain the extent of the powers, when the words plainly and expressly 
apply both to the extent, and the mode of exercising them. Their construction 
is forced and unnatural. Had the legislature meant to confine it to the extent 
only, they would have used fewer words, and by that means have conveyed their 
meaning . more clearly, instead of “ in like manner, as the same now are, or here- 
tofore 3 night have been exercised.” They would have left out “ in like manner,” 
which plainly refer to the mode of exercising, and have simply vested such powers 
in the Governor- General and Council as were vested in the President and 
Council. They have not been contented with vesting the Governor- General 
and Council with the powers, but have vested them in hke manner as they were 
heretofore exercised. 

I understand it to be a rule of construction amongst lawyers that in all 
Acts of Parliament or Grants, every word, if it can consistently with the gene- 
ral tenor of the .Act or grant, should have an effect given to it, and, if possible, 
that no words should be rejected. By my construction the clear and obvious 
effect of all the words is given to them, consistently with the Act. By the 
other, the words " in like manner,” which are operative, are totally rejected. 

It is by no means true, as is asserted, that “ our constitution in India has 
been wholly new modelled.” The substantial operation of the 4ct on the con- 
stitution has only been to annihilate the President and Council appointed by 
the authority of the Hon’ble Company, and to erect, by its own authority, a new 
one, limited to a less number of members in its stead ; tp give that number a 
greater permanency in their ofldees, hnd to fix a certain succession to the chief 
ofBLce of the Government. The very same powers and no others, as far as they 
relate to the Government of this settlement, are vested in them as were vested 
in the President and Council and Select Committee, and the mode of exer- 
cising them is enacted to be the same. They still remain ser-^ants of the Hon’ble 
Company and are required “ to pay due obedience to all such orders as they 
shall receive from the Court of Directors.” 

The Hon’ble Company have considered the constitution no further altered, 
as is evident from the 39th article of the instructions, in which they treat the 
new as a continuation of the old, and clearly intend that the Government 
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should be administered as formerly. They expressly direct that the Governor-- 
General and Council shall strictly attend, not only to the standing orders of 
the Company communicated to their Presidency of Port "William, but to all 
such orders and instructions as the Court of Directors have transmitted to the 
Governor and Council, or the Select Committee. Had they simply not altered 
their former orders and instructions, I apprehend those orders and instructions 
would have been the proper rules of action for the Governor-General a nd 
Council. 

The other clause in the Act cited by the same gentlemen does not in my 
opinion apply to the question, “ that in all cases whatsoever, wherein any differ- 
ence of opinion shall arise upon any question proposed in any consultation, the 
said Governor- General and Council shall be bound and concluded by the 
opinion and decision of the major part of those present.” This is no more 
than would have been implied had it not been express ed. It is the law of 
all assemblies, except there is an express provision to the contrary, and no 
argument can be drawn from the legislature simply expressing that which 
would have been implied. The reason for introducing it seems to be to give 
the casting voice. “ All cases ” must mean all cases properly before the Board, 
and which they have a right of deciding upon. It cannot apply to a question 
concerning the manner of exercising the powers, the Act having before deter- 
mined that point that it shall be “ in like manner to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever, as the same at the time of passing the Act were, or might have been 
exercised by the President and Council, or the Select Committee. 

It can give them no right to change the constitution of the Council 
of which the power of dissolving is by the Act made a part. The words con- 
strued in the sense of the gentlemen of the majority, would give a power to the 
majority of excluding the Governor- General, or any Member of the Council, from 
their debates, and even from the service. 

If I have proved my right to dissolve the assembly, it follows of course 
that after a dissolution of it by me, the remaining Members are no Board, and 
consequently such acts done by them, as require the authority of the Board, 
are illegal. 

The case put of the Governor- General alone, or with one member conti- 
nuing to sit after the majority, shall be of opinion that the Council should be 
dissolved, does not stand on the same reasons as my claim of dissolving it. I 
am not apprised of any usage concerning it, and therefore do not know that it 
has been confirmed by the Act. Such a claim might possibly be considered as 
an attempt to vest in myself those powers, which I think illegally claimed and 
injuriously exercised by the majority, of compelling the Members to hasty 
decisions on matters they have not been permitted to consider. But the incon- 
venience would not be dangerous, for it would be in the power of the majority, 
who voted for the dissolution, by continuing to overrule the minority. My 
claim is to prevent illegal acts, not to enforce them. 

What the gentlemen of the majority have been pleased to advance con- 
cerning the Governor-General dissolving the Council when any business may 
come before it which he shall not approve, and by that means stopping all 
public business, is an argument drawn from the possible abuse of the power, 
not the legal exercise of it. There are no powers which may not be abused, 
but that is no argument against the existence, or propriety of the power. The 
abuse of the power is illegal. 

I had not in contemplation the powers of the Governors of the American 
Colonies when I asserted this claim. I apee there is no analogy between those 
constitutions and this. The gentlemen might therefore have spared themselves 
the trouble of supposing arguments for the purpose of confuting them, as they . 
were never insisted on, or thought of by me. 

I am not apprisdfl of any instructions sent out by the Court of Directors 
tending directly or indirectly to counteract the late Statute, and think it as 
unbecoming as unnecessary to enter into a discussion before the cases happen 
in what instances obedience is, and in what not, to be paid to my Hon’ble 
Masters. I have the same guide for my conduct since the Act of Parliament, 
as I had before, implicitly to obey all their lawful commands. I have not 
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received, nor will presume I shall receive, orders which it may be necessary for 
me to dispute. I do not see why the gentlemen have introduced this into 
their minute, except their diligence has found out, that the right of dissolving 
the Council hy the former Presidents has its foundation in positive instructions 
from the Hon’ble Court of Directors, which I think highly probable, though I 
have not time to investigate it, or hecMUse they expect, from the justness or 
necessity of the claim, to receive instructions positively confirming it, and 
mean, by imposing such constructions as they think fit upon the Act, to give 
notice of their intention to disobey them. 

That I have been placed at the head of the new Administration I shall ever 
esteem the highest honour, as it implies national approbation of my conduct. I 
am told that the name of Governor-General is a mere empty sound, yet 
I esteem it a title intended by the legislature to give additional dignity to my 
station, and cannot be persuaded that the Parliament at the instant in which 
they approved my conduct and dignified my station, if they did not mean 
to enlarge, intended to abridge, those powers which my predecessors had enjoyed, 
which I was then actually in possession of, and which at this day are exercised 
by all the Presidents in the settlements belonging to the Hoh’ble Company. 

I have never asserted that my presence is on all occasions necessary to 
constitute a Council. If by absence from the Presidency, by sickness, or any 
other unavoidable cause, I shall be unable myself to attend, I will, as has here- 
tofore been the practice, either give notice of it to the Council assembled by my 
orders, and the eldest member present will of course take my place ; aud in the 
case of my leaving the Presidency it has b(!en the rule to delegate my office, in 
form, to the next in succession, on whom all the rights of the President devolve 
of course. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Ordered that a copy be prepared in cypher to go overland, and that another 
copy he transmitted hy the Anson conformably to the Governor’s desire. 


Fort William, 6tli April 1775. 

Gbitbral Clavbring, Colonel Mobson, and Mr. Francis deliver in to the Board the 
following minute in consequence of that given in by the Governor- General at the last Council, 
and desire that copies of it may accompany his hy the Anson and in cypher overland : — 

Fort William, 46A April 177 B. 

General Clavering, Colonel Monson, Minute from GENERAL ClaVBRING, CoLONBL MoNSON, aud 
and Mr* Francis* minute on the Gov- 

611101*8 power to dissolve the Board. ^ KAJSOib. 

In laying before the Board our reasons for thinking that the right claimed 
and power exercised by the Governor- General of dissolving the Board at his 
pleasure, and against the declared sense of the majority, was illegal, we con- 
sidered the difference between us strictly as a question of positive right, and 
avoided entering into any narrative or other matter not immediately necessary 
for the determination of it. We, therefore, object to that part of the Governor- 
GeneraPs minute on this subject, in which he departs from the question of 
right, and enters generally into a state of those proceedings on both sides, 
which, in his opinion, justify his resolving to exercise the right now in dispute. 
Supposing our conduct to have been blameable ia any degree whatsoever, it will 
not convey a power to the Governor- General which the law has not allowed 
him ; nor should, in point of regularity, the Governor-General’s strictures upon 
it he introduced into the present argument. 

It appears to us that the opinion maintained by the Governor-General 
amounts to this conclusion that the members of this Council have only a deli- 
berative voice on such matters, or points of business, as shall be laid before us 
hy him,' and that if we enter upon any other business which he may deem 
offensive to himself, or otherwise irregular, he may immediately dismiss us. 

If this cortstruction of the Act of Parliament shall appear to he well-founded 
the Council then becomes merely a Board of reference, and the Governor-Gene- 
ral in effect is absolate. 
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With respect to the Governor-Generars representation of our conduct, we 
flatter ourselves that the Hon’ble Court of Directors will not suffer their judg- 
ment to he influenced against us until they see the whole state of our Proceed- 
ings as they are recorded in the Consultations sent home by the Anson. 

JOHN CLAVEPING. 

GEOEGE MONSON. 

PHILIP FRANCIS. 


Ordered that copies be prepared and transmitted by the Anson and over- 
land to the Court of Directors. 

Secret Dept. Fort William, 20th April 1775. 

Thursday. At a Council, present: 

Lieutenant-Geneeal John Clavering, President ^ 

The Hon’ble George Monson, and 
Philip Francis, Esq. 


Governor-General can’tattend. General , GENERAL ClatEKING lays before the Board the follow- 
Claveriog President. iog letter which he has received from the Govei’nor- 

Geaeral and in consequence takes the Chair. 

Sib, — Having been required to give my attendance at a Meeting of the 
Justices at the house of Sir Elijah Impey, I am afraid I shall be prevented 
from assisting at the Council Board. I am therefore under the necessity of 
requesting that you will be so good as to take my place, and direct the des- 
patch of such business as may require it. 

I have, &o., 

Thursday \ 

MCRNING. ) WARREN HASTINGS. 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 17th instant. 


Mr. Joseph Fowkb sends in the following letter 

. Mr. Joseph Fowke, aconsedof a con- To the Hon’blb Wareen Hastings, Goyernor-General, 

apiraey, desires papers. &c.. Supreme Council of Fort William. 


Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, — As I have now a charge of a conspiracy against 
me and my son Francis, I am to intreat the favour of you to deliver to me by a 
proper person, for that purpose, the original and translation of a paper delivered 
into Consultation on the 13th December last by Cumal-ud-Deen Oawn with 
the original and a translation of two other papers, accompanied by a letter from 
me, dated 18th instant. 

I am with duty and submission, &c. 


Calcutta, 

The 80th April 1775. 

Sib Elijah Impby’s House*. 


JOSEPH FOWKE. 


The Assistant Secretary acquaints the Board that a man has just brought him the follow- 
ing paper : — ■ 

Paper delivered into Consultation, 13th December, by Cumal-ud-Deen Cawn, 
with the translation and my refutation. 

Ditto — two papers delivered in by Mr. Fowke this day of Cumal-ud-Deen 
Cawn, original and translation, and Mr. Fowke’s letter accompanying them. 

We consent to the delivery of the above papers, which Mr. Fowke has. 
desired may he produced before the judges. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 

RICHARD BARWBLL. 
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Ordered that the Secretary to the Board of Eevenue do immediately take 
with him to Mr. Bowke at the house of Sir Elijah Irapey the original pd 
translation of the paper delivered into the Council of Eevenue, in Consultation, 
13th December, together with those sent to the Eevenue Department this 
morning, by order of the Board. 


Agreed that the following letter be sent to Me. Fowke 
Bgpjy To Joseph Fowke, Esq. 

SiE, We have just received your letter, dated this day, from Sir Elijah 

Impey’s house, and, in compliance with your request, have ordered the papers 
mentioned therein to he delivered to you by our Secretary, Mr. Sumner. As 
these papers are of very great importance to the Company’s service, we have 
ordered the Secretary to attend you and receive them back again, as soon as 
they have been inspected by the Judges; if you think it necesssary, you shall 
be furnished with authentic copies. 

JOHN CLAVEEING. 

GEOEGE MONSON. 

PHILIP PEANCIS. 


Ordered the Persian Translator be called in from his office to attend imme- 
diately with the original Persian papers of Cumal- 
?ersian Translator called. ud-Deen which Were Sent to him this morning for 

translation. 

The Assistant Secretary having been in the Persian Office to call the 
Translator acquaints the Board that he did not meet with him there, but that 
he has dispatched an order to him to attend, as soon as possible, with the papers 
required. 


Resolved that the following letter he written to the Governor-General 

To the Hpn’bi.b Waeeen Hastings, Governor-General, 

To the Governor-General. 

Sm, — General Olavering having laid before the Board the letter which 
you did him the honour to write to him, dated this morning, in which you inform 
binn that you had been required to give your attendance at a meeting of the 
Justices at the house of Sir Elijah Impey, and understanding from a letter we 
' have received from Mr. Powke, that an inquiry is now carrying on before the 
Justices into a conspiracy with which that gentleman and his son are charged, 
we think it proper to acquaint you that we mean to continue in Council until 
We shall he apprized of the subject and issue of that inquiry, as we conceive 
that a conspiracy at the investigation of which you and Mr. Barwell think fit 
to attend while this Council is sitting must be of great moment, if not in- 
teresting to the safety of the State. We flatter ourselves that you will be 
pleased to inform us, as soon as possible, of the circumstances and result of the 
inquiry in which you and Mr. Barwell are now engaged. 

We have the honor, &o. 

CoTJKoiL Chamber, 

The 2Qth April 1775. 


Sib. J ohn D’Otlt, the Acting Persian Translator to this Council, being 

arrived, and called upon to account for his 
absence whilst the Board is sitting, he acquaints 
the Board that he was ordered by the Governor-General to attend elsewhere. 

Question . — Where were you ordered to attend P 
Answer . — I was desired to attend at Sir EEjah Impey’s. 
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Question , — For what purpose ? 

Answer . — To make translations of some papers. 

Question . — What papers ? 

Answer . — An arzee from Camal-ud-Deen Cawn to the Governor. Being 
asked the date, he replies, without any date that I know of. 

Question . — Did you receive any summons from the Judges to attend at 
Sir Elijah Impey’s ? 

Answer. -^1 did not. 

Question.-^Did. you translate any other paper besides the arzee ? 

Ansioer.-^'No. 

1 

Question . — Did you translate the arzee at Sir Elijah’s house ? 

Answer. — No. 

Question . — ^When did you translate that paper ? 

A nswer . — T esterday . 

Question . — At what hour ? 

Answer . — Between the hours of 12 and 6 in the afternoon. 

Sir John D’Oyly being asked — 

Question . — What address was upon the paper ? 

Ansioer. — He says that there was no address upon it, but that he supposes 
it was directed to the Governor, by the Governor’s delivering it to him. 

Question . — ^Was Camal-ud-Deen’s seal upon it ? 

Sib John D’Oylt begs leave to correct the answers which he has given to 
these questions. He acquaints the Board as follows: It was not an arzee 
from Camal-ud-Deen Cawn to the Governor; but Camal-ud-deen Cawn first of 
all repeated his complaint to me, which I desired him to writedown in Persian, 
and I then translated it. . . 

Question . — Was this done in the Governor’s presence ? 

Answer. — No. 

Question . — Where was it ? 

Answer . — In my own apartments at this house. 

Question . — Have you been examined by the Judges at Sir Elijah’s 
to-day ? 

Ansioer. — No, I went there to-day to ask more questions of Camal-ud- 
Deen Cawn. . . . 

Sib John D’Ovlx is now desired to withdraw. 

Besolved that General Clavering be requested to signify to Sir John 

D’Oyly the high displeasure of the Board for neg- 
■ lecting to attend his duty in his office whilst the 

Board was sitting ; that the orders of the •Governor-General to him to attend 
elsewhere are no excuse for his neglecting to attend his business ; and that 
this caution is given him, as the Board is determined, on the first instant of 
the like neglect of his duty in future, to dismiss him from his employment. 

Sib John D’Otit being again called in, the above censure is accordingly 
signified to him by General Clavering, and he afterwards retires. 


Received the following letter in reply from the Governor-General ; — 

To General Cjlatheing, the Hon'ble George Monson, and 

Governor-General’s reply. PHILIP PeaNOIS, Esq. 

Gentlemen, — I have been honored by the receipt of your letter dated this 

day. 

Last night I received a letter signed by the Chief Justice and the Judges of 
the Supreme Court informing me that a charge had been exhibited upon oath 
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before them against Messrs. Joseph and Francis Fowke, Maharaja Nnndcomar 
nnd ELadacliurn for a conspiracy against me and others ; that they had summoned 
the parties to appear this morning at ten o’clock at the house of Sir Elijah Impej, 
and requested my attendance. The like notification was also made to Mr. 

Barwell. 

In consequence of this intimation, we hare both judged it indispensably 
incumbent upon us to give our attendance. I am soiiy that you should have 
thouo-ht it necessary to continue in Council until you shall be informed of the 
subject and issue of this enquiry, which I presume you will perceive to have 
no relation to the safety of the State, nor to any circumstance that requires 
vour present attention. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c., 

Calcutta; ^ MABliEbi HASTIING'S. 

The 20th April 1775. ) 


Secret Dept., Fort William, 22nd April 1775. 

Saturday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, G overnor- General, Tresident. 
Lieutenant-General- John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Eichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 


Read and approved the Consultation of the 20th instant. 


The copies of the address and minutes of reference from the Gover-nor-G eneral, from him 
and Mr. Barwell, and from General Claveriug, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis to tlie Court of 
Directors, which were sent by the Aimn, being now returned from circulation, are recortled as 
follows : — 


The Governor’s address to tlie Court 
of Uii'octors per j^nson. 


To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for the affairs of 
the Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants t)f 
England trading to the East Indies. 


Hon’ble Sirs, — I have the honour to send you a triplicate of my address of 
the 10th of January, a duplicate of my last, and observations on tlie minutes 
sent by the gentlemen of the majority to your Hou’ble Court with the last 
dispatciies. 

The various and accumulated attacks, which have been made upon me by 
my adversaries, exceed my abilities and the narrow compass of my time to 
repel them by that circumstantial mode of defence, which I have made use of 
in my former addresses. . 


I, beg leave to recall to your attention the original points of controversy 
which formed the subjects of our .first appeals. These were on their part a 
condemnation of the Rohilla war, a justification of their resolutions for the 
recall of the brigade, and the dismission of my Public Agent from his appoint- 
ment at the Court of the Nabob 8uja Dowla, and on mine a vindicutiun of 
that war, and a protestation against their resolutions. 

Not trusting to their strength on this ground, tin, ‘y shifted the .scene to the 
Treaty of Benares, which they endeavoured to decry and I have defended. 

Their next attack was on the management of your collections and finances. 
Those were represented as in a state of metric vablo ruin, and these exhau.sted, 
with what truth, you wall judge from facts, wdiieh supersode all arguments. 


Oa_ these points I have fully replied, and it rests with you to determine on 
the justice of their accusations and of my defence. Neither my judgment nor 
ray conscience will allow me for a moment to fear for the issue of your thjcision. 

^ To this period the contest between the majority and me were confined to 
subjects of a public natui-e, although my conduct and character, my credit at 
home, and my infiuence here, were the ultimate objects of them. Perhaps, even 
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these retrospections were foreign from the design of the legislature, in the con- 
stitution of this new Government, invested with such extended powers, and a 
charge of such vast importance to the British State. I have long ago (in my 
letter to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, dated the 11th of November 1773) 
offered to you my opinion of their effects, at a time W'hen it was impossible for 
me to foresee the present occasion for the application of it. 

The first acts of the majority manifestly shew that their aim was either 
by continual provocations to induce me to throw up my seat, and leave them 
the sole uncontrolled masters of the valuable State, or by annihilating my 
present influence, to render me a cypher in it, and by misrepresenting the 
measures of my former Administration, as universally tending and even systema- 
tically calculated for the ruin of your interests, and the national honour in this 
country, to effect my removal by a superior and legal authority. 

The ruling principle and spring of all their actions is fairly, but rather 
unguardedly, explained in their first letter of appeal, in the declaration that 
“ the justification of their conduct must of necessity carry with it, and could only 
be supported by a strong and deliberate censure of the preceding Administra- 
tion.” I have admitted the truth of this proposition in the application of it 
to such of their measures as are directly contradictory of those of the preced- 
ing Administration, but I will not allow it to be either just or fair, applied to 
measures with which these have no relation. But it is a powerful though 
trite policy, to which the unthinking part of the world have too often been 
the dupes. To such let them address themselves. I trust that my cause will be 
decided by other judges. 

The subsequent transactions have not even the pretext of a public object, 
but are directly and openly levelled at myself. Q’he ground is popular and 
calculated to the temper of the times, and whatever be the issue of them thei*e 
are thousands on whom the bare allegations will fix an indelible impression. 

On the 10th instant an English letter, containing English accounts, was 
brought to the Board in the name of the Eanny of Burdwan, by a servant of 
Mr. Joseph Eowke, charging me personally with having received the sum of 
16,000 rupees as a present from Dewan Birzoo Kissor Boy. 

On the next day a weightier charge was delivered to the Board, in the 
Public Department, through the hands of Mr. Erancis from Maharaja Nund- 
comar, of various presents having been received by me, which, on the most 
probable estimation of the indefinite sums, added to those which are particularly 
specified, must have amounted to many millions of rupees. 

The proceedings of the Board and of the majority, continued by their own 
authority, on those accusations, wall be found at large in the Consultations of 
the 10th, 11th, 14th, and 17th instant, in the Revenue Department, and of the 
11th, 13th, and 20th in the Public. I beg leave to refer to those records, as 
I think it necessary that you should have the most complete, as well as the 
most authentic information of the subject^ 

Those relating to the allegations of Raja Nundcomar have been committed 
to the hands of your attorney, for the purpose of commencing a suit at law 
against me, in the name of the Company, for the recovery of the sums said to 
have been received by me from Munny Begum in the year 1772. I reserve 
my defence for the same channel, not choosing to give my adversaries an 
advantage by anticipating it, nor to bespeak your premature judgment on a 
cause thus depending. I do not mean to restrict myself solely to this mode 
of defence. Let the law have its effect, and I am walling and shaU he proud 
to submit all my transactions of what nature soever to your justice, in any way 
or form which you shall prescribe. In the meantime I beg that you vrill 
suspend your opinion upon my conduct, except in those parts of it on which 
you have complete materials to decide, and on which your earliest decision is 
required ; in this decision the conduct of my opponents must necessarily be 
involved. 

A combined and declared majority of the Council have stood forth as 
iny accusers. I appeal for the truth of this assertion to the whole tenor of their 
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conduct since their arrival in this country, and to the undoubted evidences 
'Which appear in the public records of the last fifteen days’ consultations, -that 
these o‘0]itlem.en are themselves parties, if not the principals, as in my heart 
I believe them to be, and such the 'world esteems them, and the Ranny of 
Burdwan and Raja Nundcomar little more than instruments and ostensible 
agents, in the accusations preferred by them against me. 

Whether considered as my accusers or as joint members of the Adminis- 
tration, I disclaim their right to erect themselves into a tribunal to try my 
conduct, nor should any consideration prevail upon me to subject myself to 
such a state of humiliation. 

As little do I judge it consistent -with my own honour, or your interest, to 
suffer the first member of this State to be personally arraigned at the Council 
Board, and exposed to the insolence and calumnies of a miscreant like Nund- 
comar. Had the majority been disposed to accept of my proposition of 
appointing a Committee for prosecuting their enquiries, either into these or 
the Ranny’s allegations, they might have obtained the same knowledge and 
all the satisfaction in this way, that they could have expected from an inquisi- 
tion taken by the Board at large, their proceedings would have had the appear- 
ance at least of regularity, and my credit would have been less affected by 
them. The only point which they could possibly gain by persisting in bring- 
ing such a subject before the Board was to gain a public tiiuniph over me, and 
to expose my place and person to insult. 

Reduced to this extremity, and supported only by a single member of the 
Board, whose behaviour and reasonings on this occasion will, I trust, do him 
honor in your eyes, although they availed but little against a precom- 
bined resolution, had no alternative left, but to yield to the indignities 
offered me, or to make use of the authority which the ancient and unrepoaled 
constitution of your service has vested in the President of your Council, to 
declare the meeting dissolved. My declaration had no effect with them, nor 
did I expect it would. It rests with you to determine whether in this instance 
I usurped (or to speak more properly asserted) a privilege to which I had no 
lawful claim, or whether I am justified, by the ancient and invariable practice 
of the service, and by the necessity of the case, in that resolution. This point 
was debated and fully discussed in the next day’s consultation at the Revenue 
Board, and of course determined by the majority in favour of the practice 
which they had already begun. I cannot add any arguments to those which 
appear in my minutes upon this question to prove the legality of my claim ; 
I trust they will be found conclusive in point of fact, and am confident that the 
reasonableness of this power, and its necessity in various oases, will not escape 
your penetration — without it, a prevailing faction in the Council might have 
it in their power at any time to steal in, or obtrude business on the Board for 
which the other members were unprepared, and they would have opportunities 
of imposing such indignities upon their President, as he could only avert, by 
a resignation of his office and of the service. In such eases the only remedy 
seems to be that the power which summoned the meeting should dissolve it, 
and this surely could not be more properly, expreised than in the present 
instance, when not only new matter was attempted to bo introduced foreign 
from the declared purpose of calling the meeting, but even a personal indignity , 
and wanton triumph over my weakness in the Administration, were prcr)ared 
for me. 

My adversaries will doubtless allege that whatever was the constitution 
formerly in this respect, such a privilege does not now exist. I have carefully 
examined this point. I find no alteration expressed in the Act of Parliament, 
in respect to the powers of the internal constitution of the Council, except one 
single point, namely, that in the old Council the first member was styled 
President, a title specifically including him in the number of the Council, and 
assigning him only the first seat in it ; and in 'the new establishment be is 
dignified by a higher and exclusive title, and in a manner separated from the 
other members. How far the wisdom of the legislature meant by this distinc- 
tion to extend the privileges of the chief of this Government is not for me at 
present to enquire, but surely it is conclusive, as to their intention of neither 
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dimmisMng, nor abrogating the inherent rights of the former chiefs, unless spe- 
cially taken away.by other clauses of the Act. Besides, I even find in the Act 
itself a positive declaration that the rights of the Governor-General and 
Council shall remain to them in like manner, to all intents and purposes, as 
they were at any time before exercised by the Presidents and Councils. I 
may err in this construction, and suffer a subject too nearly allied to my 
feelings to impose on my judgment, but I am confident, whatever may be the 
opinions as to the right, that with you, gentlemen, and with all wise and mo- 
derate men, nothing will justify the intemperance of my opponents, who com- 
pelled me, by every circumstance of useless and indecent provocation, to fly to 
such an expedient, as the only means of saving me from personal insult. 

You will observe the attempts that have been repeatedly made by the 
majority to compel the attendance of my two principal servants before them. 
In this instance also, I presume to affirm, that they have acted without a 
precedent, and without any legal authority. To those w'ho know the custom 
and manners of the country, this will be considered as an outrage offered 
directly to myself, and whatever colour may be given to it, I believe there is 
not a man in this place that looks upon it as intended for any other purpose. 
If it were possible to ascribe it to any other, the behaviour of General Claver- 
ing at the Public Council Board on the 20th would put it beyond the possibi- 
lity of a doubt. 

Again I beg leave to refer you to the perusal of the Consultations upon 
these subjects, of which I wish that not a single word should escape your 
observation. 


Although I have declined entering at this time and place into a refuta- 
tion of the accusations which have been preferred against me in the names 
of Nundcomar and the Banny of Burdwan, yet I do not think it proper to 
pass them wholly unnoticed. 

You are well informed of the reasons which first induced me to give any 
share of my confidence to Nundcomar, with whose character I was acquainted 
by an experience of many years. The means which he himself took to acquire 
it were peculiar to himself. He sent a messenger to me at Madras on the 
first news of my appointment to this Presidency, with pretended letters from 
Munny Begam, and the Nabob Yeteram-ud-Dowla, the brother of the Nabob 
Jaffier Ally Cawn, filled with bitter invectives against Mahmud Beza Cawn, 
and of as warm recommendations as I recollect of Nundcomar. I have been 
since informed by the Begum that the letter which bore her seal was a com- 
plete forgery, and that she was totally unacquainted with the use which had 
been made of her name till informed of it by Juggutchund, Nund Oomar’s 
son-in-law, who was sent to her expressly to intreat her not to divulge it. 
Mr. Middleton, whom she consulted on the occasion,.can attest the truth of this 
story. I have not yet had the curiosity to enquire of the Nabob Yeteram-ud- 
Dowla whether his letter was of the same stamp, but I cannot doubt it. 


The promise which he says I made him that be should be constituted 
Aumeer (that is Inquisitor General) over the whole country, and that I would 
delegate to him my whole power and influence, is something more than a 
negative falsehood. He did once or twice intimate to me a wish of the kind, 
but with so little success that for a while he wholly dropped it. On Mr. Beed’s 
return from the coast, where he had been on leave of absence, Nundcomar 
made his application to him for the same employment, hoping through his 
influence to obtain it. Mr. Beed, deceived by his suggestions, brought the pro- 
, 0 X 1 . Tjv position before the Board, and supported it with 

Consttltation, 18th Febniary 1W3. ^ j.-i i . • x -i rrn • i - i 

warmth, but it was rejected. The manner in which 
this matter was then introduced contains striking proofs of the incendiary 
character of the man, and the proceedings will show the grounds on which 
the proposition was rejected. 

Por the enquiries which were made into the conduct of Mahmud Beza 
Cawn and Baja Shitabroy, I beg leave to refer to the proceedings themselves, in 
which every voucher and every evidence that I could obtain from Nundcomar 
are recorded at length, and you will yourselves hi® the best judges of the 
468 F. D. 
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dilio-ence which was exerted by me in the prosecution of them. Mahmud 
Reza Oawn, who was brought to trial by your express commands, on formal 
cbar<^es exhibited against him, was confined under a guard of sepoys from 
April 1772 to June 1773. Shitabroy, although there had not been any express 
n.H Tyi TYi a.Ti d received from you concerning him, was in lihe mannei confined 
from May 1772 to June 1773, and the most public notice was given with 
respect to both, that every complaint against them would be heard and 
strictly tried. 

The reasons for appointing a native officer at the head of the Khalsa, and 
the particular reasons which induced the Committee to mate choice of the son 
of Raja Dulab Ram for that office, appear in the records of that time. 

I recollect an information given me by Nundcomar concerning the pre- 
tended usurpations made by the^Rajah of Benares of the purgunnahs of Keera, 
Muno'rora, and Bidjygue in the Province of Bahar, hut at a much more distant 
period of time than Uundcomar has asserted. I do not i*ecollect his mention- 
ino- it again when I set out for Benares, neither did I ever intimate the subject 
either to Cheyt Sing, or his Ministers, because I knew I could not support the 
claim, and to have made it and dropped it would have been in every sense 
dishonourable. Not that I passed by it with indifference or inattention. I took 
pains to investigate the foundation of this title, and recommended it to the 
particular enquiry of Mr. Vansittart, who was the Chief of Patna at the time 
in which I received the first intimation of it. The following letter and voucher, 
which Ir eoeived from him, contain a complete state of this pretended usurpation. 


Extract of a letter from George Vansittart, Esq., Chief at Patna, to the Governor, dated the 

25ih Septe7nher 1772. 

When I was at Moprshedabad you mentioned a report of a Purgunnah 
haring been alienated from this province, and given by Shitabroy to Raja 
Bulwan Sing. I asked you if you meant Bejugar or Chowra. You said no, 
that neither of these was the name ; that the place you meant was somewhere 
in the neighbourhood of Rotas. Since my return hither, I have been making 
particular enquiry, and I imagine Mungrora must be the purgunnah you 
spoke of ; but it is not in the neighbourhood of Rotas. It belongs properly to 
Shawbad, and is situated not far from Benares. It paid its revenue to this 
province till 1085 or 1677. In 1086 it was all given away to jagheerdars; in 
1140 about a fifth part w^as resumed, and again paid a revenue. In 1142 
this part was again given to Jagheerdars, and the Bahar Government has 
never since received a rupee from it; about 8 years ago Meer Jaffir made a 
present of it to Bulwan Sing, to whom it was confirmed by Lord Olive and 
Carnac, and he afterwards procured sunnuds for it, as an alturagaw * from the 
King and the Vizier. Inclosed are copies of these several papers. 


Memorandam of a Sunnad and Furman, frono the beginning of the month Shabaan in the 8th 

year of the Reign of the King Shah Allum. 

The sum of 16,80,083 daums on the whole purgunnah of Mungrone, in 
the Sircar of Shahabad, in the Subah of Bahar, the revenues of which amount 
to 50,000 rupees and upwards, is granted agreeably to the Zinnum, from the 
latter end of Rubby-ul-Owel as a free and unconditional gift, to Raja Bulwant 
Sing and to his heirs without the association of any other person, and with an 
exemption from the payment of all customs. 


The Contents of the Zinnum. 

The w;hole of the purgunnah of Mungrone in the Sircar of Shahabad, 
in the Subah of Bahar, is granted as a free and unconditional gift to Raja 
Bulwan Sing, and his heirs. Tunca 16,80,083 daums. Jumma of the pur- 
gunna 60,000 rupees and upwards. 

* Altamgha, Altumgha, or Ultumgha. 

A royal grant under the seal of some of the former Kative Princes of Hindustan, and rocognisod by the Britkh 
G-overnment as conferring a title to rent-free land in the perpetuity, hereditary and transferable. Although probably 
originally bearing a red or purple stamp, the colour of the imperial aeal or signature became in Indian practice indiffer- 
ent. — Elliot. (Wilson’s Glossary of Indian terms). 
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Copy of a purwannah under the seal of the Vizier-ul-Mulk Suja-ud-Dowla 
Bahadre, Sufdur Jung, from the 29th of Shahaan in the Sth year of the 
reign of His Majesty Shah Allum, agreeable to the above Illustrious Eirmaun 
of the 1 Sth of S'habaan in the Sth year of the reign, the sum of 16,80,083 
daums on the whole purgunnah oE Mungrone, the revenue of which amounts 
to 60,000 rupees and upwards, with an exemption from the payment of all 
duties, from the middle of Rubby-ul-Owel, agreeably to the zinnum, is granted 
as a free and unconditional gift to Baja Bulwan Sing Bahadre, and to his heirs. 


Contents of the Zinnum. 

The tunca as a free gift and donation to Baja Bulwan Sing, on the whole 
purgunnah of Mungrone, in the Sircar of Shahahad in the Subah of Bahar, 
16,80,083 daums, the revenue of the said purgunnah 50,000 rupees. 


Copy of a Sunnnd from Meek Mahomed Jaepik Cawn Bahadre, written the 20th of 
Bujjub, in the fifth year of the reign of His Majesty Shah Alldm. 

In consideration of the attachment and services, High and Mighty Baja 
Bulwan Sing Bahadre, the revenue of 16,80,083 daums, in the purgunnah of 
Mungron, with the fousdarry ^and other duties usually paid to Govemmenifc, 
are remitted to him and given for his own emolument, that he may be always 
ready to protect that quarter. 


Bated as above., 

Copy of the Treaty under the Seals of the Nabob Sabxtt Jung (Lord Clive) and Geitbral 

Caehao Bahadre. 

In the Sth article of the Treaty between the Nabob Shuja-ud-Bowla 
and the Nabob Nudjum-ud-Dowla Bahadre, Nizam of the Suhah of Bengal and 
Bahar and the English Company, which was acceded to by His Sacred Majesty 
and signed and sealed by the respective parties, the affair of Baja Bulwan 
Sing is mentioned as follows : — 

Article the Sth — Bajah Bulwan Sing be established and continued in the 
jemindaries of Benares, Gazypore, and also the other districts which he 
possessed, at the time he entered into alliance with the Nabob Meer Jaffir 
Nban Bahadre, and the English, upon condition of his paying the same 
revenues as heretofore. 


|d6<^oranduiD of particulars relating to the Purgunnah of Mungrone extracted from the 

Records. 

Erom the records of the year 108S, it was annexed to the Khalsa Shereefa, 
in the year 1086 till the year 1136, Fussully, the whole of the purgunnah was 
relinquished to jaghirdars. 

In the year 1140, 3 lakhs and S,000 daums reverted in charge to the 
Nizamat and remained as a deposit till the year 1142, and were annexed to 
the Cabooleat of Shahahad; the remaining sums continued under the jagheer- 
dars. 

From the year 1143 Fussully to the year 1170, the records of the whole of 
this purgunnah were reannexed to the Nizamat. 

From the year 1171 Fussully, in the records of the Nizamut, it was con- 
sidered as separated from the authority of the Nizamut. It appeared that 
Bajah Bulwan Sing had obtained a sunnud for the whole purgunnah as an 
unconditional gift, and was in possession of it — the sunnud is not in the 
records. 

A true translation. 

J. H. H’OTLT, 

Acting ^Persian Translator, 
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The reasons trLich prevailed on the late Board to grant the purgunnah of 
Bahrbund to Oantoo Baboo, my servant, will appear in the Consultations 
of the I2tb and 19th of July 1774, in the Eevenue Department. To those I 
refer, you will find that this is not a part of the zemindary of Kanny Bowany, 
nor ever in her possession, but a mahal or district, depending immediately 
on Government and lying on the frontier of the province ; that no hind of 
indulgence was shewn to my servant in this grant, but an advantage provided 
for Government, by the peshkush or fine to be paid, and by the security 
which the collections of it would naturally derive from being in the charge 
of a man of business and property. 

The sunnud was never granted though ready drawn up and in my posses- 
sion, from the time of the order of Council ; nor of course the peshkush paid, 
because I chose to defer the confirmation of it till the assembly of the new 
Council. 

The majority in their separate meeting of the 17tli instant have thought 
proper to deprive Cantoo Baboo of this grant for reasons which they are yet 
to seek ; one indeed they have assigned, namely, that the person in whose 
name it was granted was described as a man of credit and property, but proved 
on enquiry to be a boy of 10 years of age. You, gentlemen, need not be told 
that it is the constant practice of the gentoos to register all deeds and con- 
tracts, and apply for all grants, in the names of their sons. Loknaut Nundee, 
the nominal zemindar, is the son of Oantoo Baboo, whom the Board intended 
by the above description. 

I beg leave to drop the immediate subject for a moment to take notice of 
the general reproach which the gentlemen of the majority have thought proper 
to cast upon me, for having permitted my servant to hold taluks and farms 
to a considerable amount in the province ; indeed such is the peculiarity of my 
lot, that I find that I must defend myself even against the opposite charge of 
having permitted him to quit many of his farms. I shall say but little to both 
accusations. 

Oantoo Baboo was in possession of his talooks before my arrival. 

Many of his farms were taken without my knowlege, and almost all 
against my advice. I had no right to use compulsion or authority, nor could 
I with justice exclude him, because he was my servant, from a liberty allowed to 
all other persons in the country. The farms which he quitted he quitted by my 
advice, because I thought that he might engage himself beyond his abilities, 
and be involved in disputes, which I did not choose to have come before me as 
the judge of them. 

The enclosure No. 1 is a comparative account of the jumma and collec- 
tions of all his farms in the year preceding this settlement, and in the years in 
which he has held them, with the jumma continued to the end of the lease. 
This, compared with the general accounts of the Bengal Province, will afford 
a more convincing proof than any words can offer, that he has received no sort 
of indulgence or privilege from my protection. If further proofs are wanting, 
the consultations referred to in my despatches by the Bute and Pacific contain 
many instances of my impartiality, and some even of rigour shewn him by the 
Board, with my concurrence, particularly in depriving him of his Teeka Salt 
Works, in favour of his competitor Oumaul-ud-Deen-— an act rather of necessity 
than strict justice. 

As to the charge of withholding from Nundcomar a palankeen which he 
lays claim to, I am ashamed to reply to so futile an accusation. The enclo- 
sure No. 2, delivered to me by Mudgelis Koy, the Vakeel of Eajah Shitabroy, 
contains all that I know of this affair, except that the palankeen is in my 
possession, as I am told, for I have never seen it. 

The appointment^ of Munny Begum to the management of the Nabob’s 
household, and of Eaja Goordass and the other relations and dependants of 
Nundcomar to the Dewanny and subsidiary oflBioes of the Nizamut and Bahia, 
took place in the month of August 1772. My motives , in these arrangements 
have been already fuUy explained to you in the minutes of the Committee of 
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Circuit, and the general letters of that year, and in my address to your Secret 
Committee, dated the 1st September. 

I believe there is scarce a man in Bengal who does not now commend 
my choice of Munny Begum for the trust assigned her. I heheve there were 
few to whom the distinction which was shewn by me on that occasion to the 
family of Nnndcomar did not afford matter of much astonishment, as his 
character was known to all, and my opinion of it to all who knew me. 

You have been pleased to honour me with your approbation of every part 
of this transaction. 

It is now scarcely three years since I received the charge of the Govern- 
ment of these provinces from Mr. Cartier, of which time the last six months 
may be accounted a blank. The variety, multitude, and importance of the 
arrangements which have been crowded into the narrow space of time in which 
I held this authority are fully known to you. Bor their effects the state of 
your treasury and the diminution of your debts will be my best vouchers. 

How much the trade of these Provinces has benefited during my adminis- 
tration the following authentic accounts of the customs and shipping of this 
port, for some years past, abundantly testify : — 

General view of the Calcutta Custom House Collections and Cash Accounts for the follow- 


tng years y vzz , : — 










Years, 



Gross duties. 

Net duties. 


Paid into the 









Treasury- 





C. Bs. 

a. 

P* 

C. Bs. a. 

P- 

C. Bs. a. 

P- 

1769 . 

ft 

0 

. 2,62,756 

12 

3 

2,37,960 12 

6 

2,24,306 5 

3 

1770 . 

• 

• 

. 1,46,801 

1 

6 

1,20,934 4 

6 

1,44,901 5 

6 

1771 . 

« 

• 

. 2,06,166 

6 

3 

1,83,526 IS 

3 

2,01,660 13 

6 

1772 . 

• 

• 

. 2,34,792 

5 

6 

2,05,515 4 

9 

3,07,542 0 

0 

1773 . 

• 

* 

. 3,39,484 

12 

3 

8,04,818 11 

3 

3,06,192 0 

0 

1774 . 

« 

• 

, 4,41,045 

2 

9 

4,00,966 12 

9 

4,08,992 16 

6 


' Errors excepted. 

Calcutta Custom House, ^ • W. BENSLEY 

The 1st January 1775. J Custom Master. 


Account of the numler of vessels arrived in the River Eughly, with their Tonnage, from the 1st 

of January 1771 to the 31st December 1774. 


Years. 

1770 

17’71 

1772 

1773 

1774 


No. of arrivals. 

Tonnage. 

Increase of Touxiag'e 
annually. 

95 

23,881 


81 

25,070 

1,239 

115 

26,184 

1,114 

161 

37,087 

10,833 

147 

43,985 

6,898 


N. j?.— The number of arrivals in the year 1774 being less than the fore- 
going year, and the tonnage more, is owing to the many small coasting vessels 
being put down in the account for the year 1773, and not included in last 
year's* 


H. WEDDERBURN, 
Master Attendant. 


Eor the rest I dare appeal to every man who has left Bengal since the 
date of my accession to the government of it, in the certain assurance that 
their concurrent voices will do me strict justice and ample credit. 
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Poiled in all their repeated attacks upon me, my adversaries have recourse 
to the charge of rapacity— a charge of all others the most foreign from my 
nature. I do not assert this on the empty credit of self-presumption : neither my 
general character, circumstances, nor conduct in life, before my appointment 
to this Government are unknown to many of your Hon’ble Court, and a slight 
review of mv measures since that period will manifest how little they have 
been guided by an attention to my private interest. 

The stoppage of the King’s tribute was an act of mine, and I have been 
often reproached with it : it was certainly in my power to have continued the 
payment of it, and to have made my terms with the King for any part of it, 
which I might have chosen to reserve for my own use : he would have thanked 
me for the remainder. 

Your order for the reduction of the Nabob’s stipend was communicated 
to him in the month of December 1771. He remonstrated against it and desired 
that it might be again referred to the Company. The Board tacitly acquiesced 
in his remonstrance, and the subsequent payments of his stipend were made as 
before. I .might easily have availed myself of this plea, I might have treated it 
as an act of the past Government, with which I had no cause to inter- 
fere, and joined in asserting the impossibility of his defraying the vast expenses 
of his Court and household without it, which I could have proved by plausible 
arguments, drawn from the actual amount of the Nizamut and Behla estab- 
lishments, and both the Nabob and the Begum would have liberally purchased 
my forbearance. Instead of pursuing this plan, I carried your orders rigidly 
and literally into execution ; I reduced the Nabob’s stipend from the date on 
which the first notification of it was made to him ; I undertook myself the 
laborious and reproachful task of limiting his charges from an excess of his 
former stipend to the sum of his reduced allowance ; and I had the satisfaction 
of viewing the Nabob in a state of magnificence suitable to his dignity within 
twelve naonths after at Flassy, where he had met me the year before, with every 
appearance of indigence and meanness. For this too I can appeal to many 
gentlemen of your service, who were witnesses of the Nabob’s condition, in 
both the periods which I have related. 

Had I been desirous of reaping any advantage from the new settlement of 
the lands, the very means which I employed were diametrically opposite to it, 
since it has been reproached to me, by my adversaries themselves, that the 
farms, particularly those in the settlement of which I was personally concerned, 
were let beyond their real value. 

When the Banny of Burdwan renewed her intrigues on my accession to 
the Government in 1772, she solicited my interest with proffers of many 
lacks ; prompted equally by ambition, hatred to Brizoo Kissore Roy, and the 
rage of former disappointment, she was prepared to have agreed to any condi- 
tions that would ensure her a victory over her enemy. But it will appear 
from the early date of the Consultations on this subject, that her solicitations 
served only to invite me to an instant conclusion of the dispute, by a full and 
effectual confirmation of the decree which had been passed upon it in the 
preceding Administration. 

It will not escape your observation that notwithstanding the violence with . 
which I have been persecuted, I am not even charged with a single instance of 
oppression, except in the grant of purgunnah of Baharbund, which I have 
already explained. There cannot, I think, be a stronger proof that my conduct 
in this respect has been wholly unexceptionable. 

To what length the violence of my adversaries, which have been progres- 
sively improving to this time, will be carried, when the last dispatches of this 
season will have left no means of further appeals, I can only conjecture. 

You will see how effectually they have already accomplished one part of 
their system, by the total extinction of my authority here, not only by ex- 
cluding me from a share in the Public Resolutions at the Council table 
where I sit only as an object of the most illiberal persecution, but by so 
manifest a declaration of their power and determined enmity towards me, that 
it is universally believed to be the surest means of acquiring an influence with 
the present Administration to bring accusations against their First Member, 
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as, on the other hand, those who are supposed to have shared any degree of my 
favour, are the marked objeets of their vengeance. If circumstances of such 
notoriety require the support of formal proofs, I might appeal to almost every 
page of your Consultations for the first part of this assertion, hut I content 
myself with instancing only the Consultation of the 20th, in the Public Depart- 
ment, and the inclosed minute Ko. 6 delivered at the Board yesterday (the 
24th) by General Clavering, on which I shall make no comment. Bor the 
latter the favours and honours heaped on the Burdwan itanny, and Roopnarain 
Chowdrie, and the countenance shewn to Nundcomar. The refusal of the 
majority to receive visits of Mahmud Beza Cawn, when they were offered 
through me, and his close connection with them since the selection of the 
salt contractor, for the subject of a civil prosecution, because it was supposed 
that Captain Weller, whom I patronized, did, while living, and his widow since 
his death, partake of the profits of the contract. The force and intimidations 
used to my servant Cantoo Baboo, and the dismission of Mr. Lewis from the 
Council of Burdwan, because he had my permission to go to sea for his health, 
are instances sufldcient to characterize both the temper and influence which 
rule the acting members of your State. 

I cannot help taking notice of the peculiar disadvantages which I have 
laboured under in the times which seem to have been chosen ; you will judge 
whether accident could have produced such an invariable similarity of effects 
for the introduction of the several materials which have the arraignment 
of my conduct for their direct or ultimate aim. 

The first letter from the Ranny of Burdwan, which I consider as the pre- 
face to all the rest, was sent to the Board on the 30th of December, after the 
day fixed for the close of the proceedings, in the height of business of the 
Button's dispatches, although it is publicly known that Lalla Khooshal 
Chand, her agent and present Dewan, who had been compelled to leave Calcutta 
on account of his former intrigues, returned thither almost as soon as the 
transports arrived, and it is not likely he was idle in the intermediate time. 

The Ranny’s reply to Graham’s vindication was sent in after the close of 
the public proceedings, on the dispatch of the Bute and Bacifio. 

Her last charge, in which I am directly included, was brought before the 
Board the 10th of March, Nundcomar’s accusations on the 11th, and Mahmud 
Reza Oawn’s, which I believe will be read as obliquely aiming at the same end, 
on the 13th, the day fixed for the close of the proceedings now in course of 
dispatch. 

The requisition which has been made by the majority for sending a 
number in the packet, the charges preferred against Mr. BarweE by Ooja 
Khwoek, which I never saw till the 24th, is a similar instance of this uncandid 
mode of proceeding. But it is not in these instances only that I complain 
of it ; they are the assistants and of course know the times and modes in which 
their attacks are to be made. XJnapprized of both, I have to encounter their 
deliberate and guarded projects by the instant and unpremeditated impulse of 
my own judgment, and my attention is thus kept perpetually drawn off from 
the calls of instant business by the expectation of fresh hostilities. Do not 
wonder therefore, Hon’ble Sirs, if my behaviour in any part of these disputes 
shall appear to you defective or improper. I am not yet conscious of any im- 
propriety in it, but I think that on many occasions I could have provided 
myself with a much completer plan of defence had I been allowed the same 
leisure and tranquillity to form it as my opponents possessed in concocting that 
of their attacks upon me. 

I beg leave in this place to make one short observation upon the right 
claimed and exercised by the gentlemen of the majority to examine persons 
before them on oath, even in accusations against the parties themselves. This 
you will find to have been practised with Brizoo Kissore, in their proceeding 
held after my departure on the 14th instant in the Revenue Council Chamber, 
and on the 17th instant, sentence was^formally passed against him, by the same 
gentlemen, expressly grounded on Ids answers to the questions which had been 
thus proposed to him. Thus to extort from a man evidence against himself is 
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so diteotly contradictory of tlie fundamental principles of justice that it 
requires no comment. Several other persons were examined by them on 
the 14jth, and put to their oaths — a measure which has an immediate tendency 
to the subversion of justice. The inhabitants of this country from the nature 
of their education, from the form of their own governnient, and from the 
timidity of their dispositions, are equally incapable of bearing up against the 
frowns of power or of resisting the allurements attendant upon it. Thus called 
before a settled majority, the violence of whose measures has filled the 
country with alarm, they will naturally give evidence as Nundcomar may 
have told them is expected, and having once done so, they are tied down to 
support it, whether true or false, when legally summoned before the Supreme 
Court of Judicature. 

In a former letter I pledged myself to prove that Mr. Graham was not 
guilty of the crimes laid to his charge in the petition of the Ranny of Burd- 
wan entered in Consultation the *****. These were, first, the cruelty 
and oppression with which he is said to [have separated the young Raja of 
Burdwan from the Ranny his mother ; secondly, the violence with which he 
wrested the seals from her ; thirdly, that he had appropriated to himself very 
large sums from the young Rajah’s allowance. 

The grounds on which I thus pledged myself to you were my knowledge 
that Mr. Graham did not possess any distinct authority since the death of 
Tillock Ohand, the former Raja, and the assurances which he made me before 
his departure from Bengal. 

The 1st and 2nd articles upon your records will prove to have been the 
deliberate acts of the Administration, and a letter from Mr. Charles Stewart, of 
which I have already transmitted you a copy, will shew that the orders were 
carried into execution by that gentleman, and that Mr. Graham did not interfere. 

The third charge you will observe to have dwindled from many lacks of 
rupees to thirty-five thousand, and this sum the Ranny allows to have been 
paid to Mr. Graham in discharge of a bond which had been given him, but 
she asserts that the bond was exclusively given, without any money being 
actually received from him, and that consequently the money thus paid him 
was in effect a present from Brizoo Kishore. Brizoo Kishore, on the contrary, 
positively denies that any present has been made by him to Mr. Graham 
since the death of Raja Tillock Chand, except some shawls, &c., to the amount 
of 4,000 or 6,000 rupees. With respect to the other sums of money which the 
Ranny accuses Mr. Graham of receiving, it is not pretended that they wei*e given 
since the death of Raja Tillock Chand, and therefore the accusation, whether 
true or false, is entirely foreign'from her original charge. The majority have 
now determined that a prosecution shall be commenced in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature for the recovery of these sums. I cannot with propriety say more 
on the subject. 

I am not able to reply by this conveyance to Colonel Champion’s vindi- 
cation ; besides the more pressing weight of other business preventing me, I 
must necessarily wait for the replies to the questions which I have proposed to 
put to the field officers and others concerning the subject of his vindication, 
which I have yet in vain attempted, through the channel of the Board. But 
I mean to give it a thorough and efEeetual examination ; in the meantime I am 

not much alarmed for the effects of such a production. 

« 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient humble servant. 


Eemarks on the Minute from Genebal Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Franois, dated 
the &5th February. 177 5, by the Governor-General. 

I shall not ring the changes for ever on the same trite subject. My 
observations therefore on this production shall be confined to such passages of 
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it as contain new matter, or new but specious argument on the old. The rest 
I shall pass without a comment. 

4th . — To this, what T have said on the subject in my letter per Dutton 
may serve for a complete reply. 

6th and the following . — The conditions of the Treaty of Benares were as 
well known to the world as to the Board when the Mercury sailed, and private 
advices, all concurring in the same points, bore equal authority to public. 
Private intelligence of the treaty they had received, and that is sufficient for 
my argument. 

lOlh . — I have read with attention the answers of Messrs. Middleton, Daores, 
and Vansittart, and recommend them to the attention of the Court of 
Directors, as containing the most valuable lights into the state of this 
country. 

But I do not recollect that their description of it is unfavourable. 

All that I recollect, to which that construction can be applied, is that the 
attempts of the Board in 1772 to increase the jumma have proved unsuccessful, 
and that, instead of such attempts, it would be more advisable to ease the people 
of a part of the new impositions, which took place before that settlement. 

To this opinion I heartily subscribe ; and for my fuller sentiments on the 
subject refer to the 37th paragraph of the first part of my last despatches, 
and to the plan recommended by Mr. Barwell and myseK for the new settle- 
ment of the lands, which will make a part of the present despatches. 

12th . — Neither my duty as a servant of the Company, nor my allegiance as 
a subject, are to be maintained by a sacrifice of the truth. If the principles 
on which I have examined , the rights of the Bohillas to the country which 
they occupied by force are applicable to those by which the British Empire 
holds its sovereignty of these provinces, the conclusions will be the same, nor 
shall I be ashamed or afraid to avow them. If even the Mahrattas or any 
other power should engage in a just war with this Government, and (which 
God forbid) prove victorious, they will acquire an undoubted right to treat the 
English as the English have treated the Bohillas, and expel them from this 
country ; neither the British nation, nor that of Bengal, will be extirpated by 
this expulsion. 

18th . — I do not admit the authority of Colonel Champion as unquestionable. 
His letter was written on a point of controversy in which he was a party. 

Concerning the cruelties charged to the Yizier, I have been very explicit 
in my remarks which went by the Dutton^ on the 18th and 19th paragraphs 
of the letter of the majority of the 30th November. To that I refer and shall 
have further elucidations to produce on this subject when I receive the replies to 
the questions which I have proposed to be put to the field officers and others 
concerning the matters contained in Colonel Champion’s vindication. 

I shall in this place only observe that the intelligence given by Colonel 
Champion’s hircarrahs, and of their conversations with the women of a harem, 
is so contrary to the manners of the East, and the whole of their report so 
void of probability, that I trust to the perusal of it by any considerate reader 
for its refutation. 

28. The orders of the Board for the recall of the brigade” were sent, it is 
true, after the conclusion of the Treaty with Fyzoola Cawn, but the Board had 
not received advice of it when those orders were resolved on ; even after the 
treaty it would require some time for the Nabob to establish his own government 
in the new conquest, and there was a rumour that Eyzoola Cawn would recede 
from his engagements, and the Kohillahs re-assemble, when there was no 
longer causq to dread an opposition from the English army. 

29. An imperfect quotation from my remarks. 

30. By a report made to me by Mr. Lloyd, the Mint Master, it appears that 
100 Eyzabad Siccas being assayed were found to contain 91 sicca weight 
7 ,dwt. 4 grs., or 2 lb. 10 oz. 1 dwt. 4 grs., 98 troy weight, of pure silver : and that 
100 Bengal siccas produce Sicca weight 97 -14-8, or 3 lb. 12 dwt. 23 grs. 7 dwt. troy 
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weio'ht of pure silver. The intrinsic difference therefore between the two coins 
is a'little more than 7^ per cent. 3?yzabad Siccas are Siccas of the currency of 
Oude. 

3tst. Keither Siccas Bengal Siccas) sunwantnor current rupees were 

meant by the treaty, but Fyzabad Siccas, and their value in the coin of Bengal 
has been ascertained as above. . 

According to that rate 40 lacks siccas of Oude will produce 43,16,279 
current Calcutta rupees. 

SSnd.—Uhe deficiency must undoubtedly be made good by the Nabob of 
Oude. 

This was agreed to, and actually performed by the late Nabob, in the 
payment of 16 lacks, which were made by^ him to Mr. Nathaniel Middle- 
ton, as will appear by the accompanying invoice, which will shew the differ- 
ence of batta between the rupees of iaferior value and the Sicca of the 
currency of Oude, or the Byzabad Sicca. The subject is as simple and easy 
as any of the common rules of arithmetic, and can only be made intricate by 
multiplying words, without waiting for distinct ideas upon it. 

34lh . — The troop of horse was allowed to attend Colonel Champion because 
it was not particularly wanted for any other service : it cost no more where it 
was than it would have done in Bengal, except the difference of batta to the 
officer commanding it. 

3Sth . — It does not appear the battalions required more recruiting in the field 
than they would have done in cantonments in Bengal, nor have any additional 
recruits been required to be sent out on account of that service : no additional 
expense has therefore been incurred on that score. 

40ih . — It is much easier to declaim than to argue. The word mercenary is 
meant to convey an idea which may suit these gentlemen’s purposes, but is not 
applicable to the true situation of our troops ; an assistance afforded an ally 
upon his agreeing to defray the expense is very different from hiring out 
troops to the highest bidder, or to both sides at the same time like the Swiss, 
without either friendship or enmity to either ; besides there is not much consis- 
tency in saying vrith one breath that the late Government hired out their 
troops as mercenaries, and with another, that they let them out without exact- 
ing what was sufficient to defray their expense. 

41st . — I believe the farmers of a few of the purgunnahs about Binapore 
have mentioned the absence of the brigade as an inconvenience they felt from 
the demand for the produce of their lands being thereby lessened, and I admit 
the argument here used to be in some degree a just objection to the removal 
of a brigade out of the Company’s territories ; but I think the arguments in 
favour of its removal greatly overbalance it, and I conclude the majority are 
of the same opinion, otherwise I know not why they should allow the assist- 
tanee .of our troops to Sujah-ul-Dowlah’s successor, notwithstanding their 
determination that the treaties of Allahabad and Benares do not oblige them 
to it. 

4Snd . — By a reference to my minute of appeal dated the ***•*« 
I find the following were my words : — “ I will only add that so long as no im- 
mediate danger threatens our own provinces, it is my earnest wish that one of 
OTxr three brigades might constantly be employed with the Vizier, as well to 
save so large a proportion of expense to the Company as to prevent the ill-con- 
sequences of total inactivity to our troops.” 

43rd to 47th . — I do not say that the next receipts into the treasury will 
increase in the progressive proportion of the settlement. I refer to my remarks 
, oh the 27th paragraph of the majority’s 3rd letter, of the 4th of January. 

The zemindars and farmers were themselves deceived, and bid more for 
the lands than they could afford; the circumstances which deceived them 
have been repeatedly explained. The committee’s statement was necessarily 
formed according to the engagements which had been made, nor did they at 
that time suspect the deficiencies which afterwards occurred. 
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As soon as the late Administration were themselves convinced that the 
lands had been overrated, they did not fail to represent it to the Court of 
Directors. 

4Sth . — From a cursory perusal of this paragraph, it would he concluded 
that in 1772-73 a balance had been incurred of 61 lacks of rupees. 

The next jumma, according to the Committee’s original statement, was 
only Rs. 1,21,83,631 ; besides, the sum of Rs. 10,09,443, which had been 
collected, but not remitted, remained a balance in the provincial treasuries, and 
about 5 lacks which had not been included in the receipts, because it was 
appropriated to the discharge of the old salt balances in the Hidgely districts. 

49th to Blst . — ^Whenthe zemindaries are of a moderate extent, the zemindars 
attend to the management of their own business, and agree to reasonable terms ; 
it is certainly better that the revenue should be settled with them than with 
any other persons. 

This was the opinion too of the late Administration, and, if I am not mis- 
taken, stands frequently recorded on their proceedings. In the five years settle- 
ment a greater portion of the country was actually farmed to the zemindars 
themselves than to other persons, but objections occurred to prevent this plan 
from being universally adopted. 

None of the zemindars are men of substance, nor in general is there any 
other means’ of recovering their balances than by the sale of their lands ; and 
the depriving them of their inheritance, even when done with the strictest justice, 
is always attended with some degree of odium, and is an act of severity which 
the late Administration ever wished to avoid. 

■Where the zemindars are minors, and where they are themselves incapa- 
ble of, or inattentive to, business, the' settling of the rents with them is sub- 
jecting them to be deprived of their inheritance by the misconduct of their 
servants, upon whom the fear of their masters* zemindaries being sold cannot 
be supposed to have so much influence as the hope of present profit. 

In some parts of the country, especially on the frontiers, there is no 
security against balances by a sale of the lands, because purchasers are not 
to be found. 

How' reasonable soever it appears that the zemindars should be solicitous 
for the good condition of their own estates, yet it is frequently a maxim of 
their policy to let them rather fall to decay in order to reduce their jumma 
(their rated revenue). The zemindars, especially in large zemindaries, have 
often been found to possess an influence, which they have exercised to the 
oppression of the ryots, the injury of Government, and the interruption of the 
peace of the country, and to destroy this influence has been deemed a desir- 
able object. 

When men of property have offered to farm the lands, on terms more 
advantageous to Government than the zemindars would agree to (I mean 
exclusively of their pensions) the late Administration did not think themselves 
at liberty to reject their proposals. 

These are what I recollect of the arguments which occurred to prevent 
the farming to the zenoindars themselves from being adopted as the general 
plan for the settlement of the^ revenue, and I know not how they can be 
obviated, till by proper regulations and a course of time, the landed property 
in the country is put upon a more desirable and more permanent footing. 

With respect to the persons to whom the farms were granted, they were 
let without partiality to whoever offered the most advantageous terms and 
found good security. How the plan of the five years settlement has a tendency 
to destroy all confidence in Government, I really do not understand. As to 
alienating the affection of the people, the sale of zemindaries has a stronger 
tendency to this purpose than the letting of them in farm. 

63rd and 54th . — The revenue of Bmrdwan, as expected to be realized this 
year by the Provincial Council, is equal to what it paid before the famine, and 
that of Midnapore is superior. 
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The deductions which have been admitted have already been fully ex- 
plained. I wish the want of unanimity at our Board may not extend itself to 
the Provincial Councils, and occupy the time which should be employed in 
enforcing the collections and checking oppression. 

56th.— In answer to this paragraph I beg leave to refer to my remarks by 
the Button on the 73rd paragraph of the majority’s letter of the 30th Novem- 
ber, and to the estimate of receipts and disbursements transmitted by the Bute. 

58th to the end.— Toe Administration, whose measures I have endeavoured 
to defend, is that in which I had the honour to preside, and those measures remain 
yet unimpeached, as far as I know, by any man but General Olavering, Colonel 
Monson, and Mr. Francis. I could not call them my own, because they were 
the concurrent acts of the collective body ; nor can I conceive either a reason 
why they should not be joined in the vindication of those measures which 
were peculiarly mine, nor in what manner I could have separated my own 
conduct from that of the Board, since I had no power to undertake any public 
measure without their concurrence. 

Neither the account they give of the origin and purpose of the late Act of 
Parliament, nor the conclusion they are pleased to draw from it against the 
late Administration, seem to me either just or fair. I do not know for whose 
information this history was drawn up ; it was surely needless for that of the 
Court of Directors ; and if for mine, I must beg leave to decline receiving it 
at second hand, when I can have it at the first. From every paper of unoon- 
tcsted authority it is notorious that the Company’s affairs were on the late 
occasion brought into Parliament by the distress which arose from their China 
trade, and from the heavy drafts on them from Bengal, by a former Adminis- . 
tration, to which the late bore no relation. The Company, from these causes 
became unable to fulfil their engagements with Government, and applied for 
relief. Government released them from their engagements, but thought it a 
favourable opportunity forao(iuiringashareinthe management of those affairs, 
in which the nation were deeply concerned. On these grounds I conceive the 
new Administration was formed, and not from any opinion of the misgovem- 
ment of the last. If that had been the case, I should think the person who had 
been the head and the leading member in it would hardly have been put at 
the head, or even joined in the new Administration. 


Bemarks on the 8rd letter. 

3rd . — The sum of 2,10,000 rupees having been calculated by General Sir 
Eobert Barker as the expense of an entire brigade excepting a battalion of 
sepoys in garrison at Chunargur, I have in consequence spoke of the Com- 
pany’s being relieved from *the whole charge of the forces lent to the Vizier. 
In the account here referred to I make the supposition of its relieving them 
from only a part of the charge in consequence of the assertions of the majority. 
I will not pretend to speak with certainty on this point till the paymaster’s 
accounts have been examined. 

4tk and 5th. I enclose a daily abstract of the state of the Khalsa treasury 
for the whole month of January. It will contradict the assertion of the 
majority, that in general the paper preponderates considerably, a-n d -vjrill shew 
that the pants* and bills are too quickly converted into specie to admit of the 
bankers making by them the profits which the majority suppose. The 
balances in the provincial treasuries are under the controul of the Provincial 
Councils, and the gomastas of the bank act only as their cash-keepers, and 
are always liable to be called upon for immediate payment of the sums in their 
charge. 


Arzee from Mahombd Asshux and MurEiT.us Bor, 


When Maharaja Shitabroy came last to Calcutta by order of the Council 
the Govemor-General, Mr. Hastings, sent a message to him, desiring to know 


• (w Pant). A leaf of a plant or tree, any leaf used for rreiting upon, as that of the birch or r*!"* or a 

8hMt ot papOT at metal on which giants of edicts are : a written page or leaf, any Written document, as a grant a deed 
abond, an almanaok.—«Wil8(ai’8 0108saiy of Indian Terms.” ■ ' ““S™»»aaee«, 
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what was become of the palankeen which was a present from His Majesty to 
Maharajah Nundcomar, and the reason why it was detained from him. Maha- 
rajah Shitabroy returned this answer, that by the direction of the Nabob 
Jaffir Ally Cawn, he had applied to His Majesty for a title and an order for 
a palankeen for Maharajah Nundcomar, and that when the sunnud for the 
title arrived, the Nabob Jaffir Ally Cawn being dead, he sent it to the Nabob 
Nudjeem-ud Howlah, and the palankeen was preparing. liord Clive arriving 
at that period, and he, not being acquainted with His Lordship^s pleasure con- 
cerning this affair, kept the said palankeen by him, but that he would imme- 
diately send for it from Patna. He did so, and when the palankeen arrived, 
gave notice of it to the Governor, who ordered him to take care of it; when 
Maharajah Shitabroy left Calcutta, he spoke to the Governor-General on the 
subject, and deposited the palankeen in his sarcar. 


A true translation. 

J. H. D’OYLY, 
A-Cting Persian Translator. 


Ji'or Geneual Claverikg s mioutB referred to in the above address, see Consultation, Secret 
Department, 24th ultimo : it respects his power to call on Colonel Leslie for the vouchers 
of his demand on Colonel Champion, in answer to the Grovernor- General on that subject. 


Fort William, 21st March 1775. 

General a.. veringr, Colonel Moiisoo, Minute from General ciaverinsr. Colonel Monson, and Mr. 
^ud Mr. Francis’s minute sent per Prancis ^ * 

Ansovk. * 

The Hon’ble Court of Directors have now undoubtedly sufficient materials 
before them to judge of, and determine upon, the propriety of our observations 
on the public conduct of the Governor-General and the measures of the late 
Administration. 

The cause in which we have hitherto pleaded is that of the Company 
and the nation, not our own ; we have supported it fairly, and impatiently 
wait the decision. There are hut two articles in the Governor- General’s minute 
of the 22nd of Pebruary that seem to us to require any further notice on our 
part. 

He adheres to the truth of the assertion contained in his letter to the 
Court of Directors of the Srd of December, viz,, that on the 30th of November 
there was a balance of current rupees 80,49,806 actually lying in the Company’s 
treasuries, as particularized in the account inclosed in that letter. 

We have now called upon Mr. Croftes to explain the account, and beg 
leave to refer the Court of Directors to the annexed copy of the questions put 
to him, and the answers, as they stood recorded on the Consultations of the 
Revenue Board on the 17th instant. 

Mr. Croftes declares that “ the account in question was not meant hy hiTn 
as the cash account of the Company on the 30th November ; that he did not 
draw it up with a view to prove that the balance stated hy Mr. Hastings was 
actually lying in the Company’s Jtreasuiies on that day ; and that it does not 
prove the actual existence of such balance .” 

As we have now the authority of Mr. Croftes himself for affirming that 
the account does not prove the truth of the proposition which the ’Governor- 
General proposed to prove by it, we shall leave any further question that may 
arise on this subject to he agitated between him and Mr. Croftes, and deter|- 
mined hy our superiors. 

In the account of arrears due to the King, annexed to our minute No. 3 
of the 11th January last, we are informed by Mr. Croftes that he has led us 
into a mistake : It seems that he has given credit to the King for one year’s 
tribute too much. In his letter to Mr. Pranois of the 26th of Pebruary, of 
which we enclose a copy, he says that he had never received any intimation 
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till the other day of the resolution of the late Board to withhold the tribute 
from the 7th of October 1773. Being asked from who he received this very 
late communication, he replies that lie really does not recollect. 

We leave it to Mr. Croftes to settle with the G-overnor-General in what 
manner the credit already given in the Khalsa Ledger is to be balanced on the 
other side of the account, or whether the books of the treasury are to be 
altered by erasure or otherwise. 

At any other time, or in any other situation leas embarrassed and per- 
plexed than that in which we are now involved, we might perhaps have 
pushed our enquiries into these transactions With greater exactness and atten- 
Son ; but the difdculties we have to contend with increase upon us every day, 
and are attended with such personal pain and mortification as not only dis- 
courage us in the execution of our duty, but disable us from going through 
business in the manner we could wish ; the anxiety and concern with which 
the Court of Directors will undoubtedly hear of the charges brought against 
the Governor-General cannot be greater than that which we feel in communi- 
cating them. 

He now stands publicly accused of the receipt of large sums of money 
corruptly taken for services performed by him, or places disposed of by his 
influence in his office. Maharajah Nundcomar, and the Bannee of Burdwan 
stand forth as his accusers, and desire to be heard in support of their several 
charges — the former in person, the latter by her authorized servants. 

On the other hand, the Governor peremptorily denies the authority of the 
Board to enquire into these accusations, instead of permitting his accusers to 
appear before him. He illegally endeavours to dissolve the Board, and repeat- 
edly quits the chair. 

Whether this method of proceeding be consistent with his real dignity, or 
whether the high and indignant language he constantly holds to us be that of 
injured innocence, are questions which we desire to have no share in deciding ; 
we are not his accusers, nor do we desire to sit as his judges. 

The services which our duty to the Company indispensably demands of 
us are already too painful and distressing. We will not increase the weight 
of theni by undertaking the invidious task of sitting in judgment on our Pre- 
sident. 


In the Consultations of the 13th and 14th instant, at this and the Bevenue 
Board, the Court of Directors will see on what grounds we have proceeded in 
directing the opinion of Council to be taken, with regard to the most effectual 
method of recovering from the Governor-General such sums of money as may 
appear to be due to the Company, by regular course of law. 

The separation and independence of the judicial power from any connec- 
tion with the supreme executive power of the State relieve us from every 
further duty. ^ 


In the course of our proceedings at the Bevenue Board some extraordinary 
facts have appeared, which we think will deserve the particular attention of 
the Court of Directors. 


Huzery Mull and Moden Dutt, the present managers of the bank 
have been called upon to pay into the Khalsa treasury the amount of the 
eoUeotions of the Bungpore district (being about 6 lacks), taking credit for the 
premium ^^d^ batta allowed by the institution of the bank on remittances 
from the district. They have declined complying with this requisition, and as 
there is no specific contract with them, nor security taken from them, we- are 
not certain whether they can be legally compelled to make good their virtual 
engagements with the Company ; on this point we, do not mean at present to 
dehver any opmion. It seems to us that the bankers think themselves at liberty 
to grant biUs or to refuse them for the collections in the districts, according 
as the remittance happens to be in their favour or against them. 

2nd.--In the regulations of the 14th of May 1772, for letting the lands in 
farm, it is provided that each farm shall not exceed the annual amount of 
one lack of rupees. Huzery Mull and Moden Dptt, the. present bankers, were 
45S F. D, 
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permitted at one time to farm tlie whole province of Purnia, amounting to 
9 lakhs, and Cantoo Baboo, the Governor’s Banian, did at one time hold, 
either dii’ectly or as security, a number of farms to the amount of above 
13 lakhs ; after enjoying the whole of these farms for two years he was 
permitted to relinq^uish three of them. Tliose which he still continues to hold 
amount to above 5 lakhs, besides which it appears that he had influence 
enough to procure the grant of a considerable zamindary for his son, a youth of 
about eleven or twelve years old, who is represented to the Court of Birectors 
as a man of substance and credit, 

3rd . — By the 17th article of the regulations abovementioned, it is pro- 
vided that no person concerned in the collections shall be allowed to farm 
lands, “ nor directly or indirectly to hold a conceim in any farm, nor to be 
security for any farmer, neither shall any European directly or indirectly be 
permitted to rent lands in any part of the countiy.” 

The present Naib Duan of Purnia holds in farm that province at rupees 
8,00,500 ; Mr. Christie holds the farms of Panjera and Apole in the district of 
Binagepore of the united value of about 1,20,000 rupees. 

4th . — By the 10th article of the above regulations, it is provided that 
“ the farmers shall not receive of the ryots more than the stipulated amount 
of the pottahs, on any pretence whatever.” 

It does not appear to us that pottahs have ever been granted to the ryots, 
or that any care has been taken to protect them against the vexations or 
oppressions of the farmers, or of the izadars, who manage the farms in their 
names. 

The Governor-General has moved that the separate opinions of the 
Members of the Council be taken, and sent to England with the last dis- 
patches of this season, concerning the mode which each shall judge it most 
expedient to adopt for the new settlement of the provinces, after the expira- 
tion of the present leases. 

On this point we should be happy in being able to furnish the Court of 
Bireetors with such a clear and determinate opinion as might assist them in 
forming their future resolution, and as we ourselves could safely rely on. 

Tlie Governor-General has very lately declared that the “ plan for letting 
the lands has not miscarried, and that it is still in his opinion the best that 
could be adopted. ” Yet in his observations on Mr. Francis’s proposed in- 
structions to the Provincial Councils, dated the 28th of January 1776, the 
Governor says, that he disapproves “ of letting the lands at auction. ” He 
says that he has “ tried this expedient, and found it unsuccessful, because the 
competitors are piqued to outbid the value of the farms, which too generally 
fall by this way into the hands of desperate or knavish adventurers.” 

We have already, in our minute of the 25th of last month, made some 
observations upon that plan for letting the lands, which Mr. Hastings says has 
not miscarried, and which is still, in his opinion, the best that could be adopted. 

What future measures should be adopted, upon the expiration of the pre- 
sent leases, will depend very much upon the condition in wliioh the lands are 
left in point of culture and population, as well as on the market or demand for 
the produce of the lands, as it may then exist. 

At this moment we should be very much embarrassed, if we were called 
upon to make a new settlement of the lands, and were entrusted with power to 
do it. 

The present system evidently leads to depopulation and loss of revenue. 

In the course of three years more, we think it much to be apprehended 
that the continued operation of this system will have reduced the country in 
general to such a state of ruin and decay as no future alteration will be able 
to retrieve. 

JOHN OLAVERING. 

GEORGE MONSON. 
PHILIP FRANCIS. 


isxd.— B. M. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 8th May to 31st May 

1775. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 8th May 1775. 

At a Council, present: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson, and 
Philip Prancis, Psq. 

Mr. Barwell, indisposed, 

nead and approved the Consultation of the 5tli instant. 


Received following letter from the Maharaja Nundeomar: — ■ 

Calcutta, the 8th Ma^ 1775. 

To 

The Hon’blb WAEaEN Hastings, Governor-General, &e., 

Superior Council of Port William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — After having been honored with the confidence 
of the Nabob Jaffir Ally Xhawn, so peculiarly the friend of the English; after 
having discharged the first oflB.ee in the Subah ; after being now ten years re- 
tired from all public employments, and having seen my son appointed to a dis- 
tinguished post with the testimony (as I have been credibly informed) of the 
Governor’s approbation of his services, that he instated my son in the post with 
a view to his perfecting from my experience and wisdom, I might perhaps 
startle the Honorable Board with an address from the common jail had I not 
in a degree prepared them for some fatal change in my situation by a represen- 
tation I made in the month of March 1775 of the severe menaces that had been 
uttered against me by the Governor-General. Where the first magistrate de- 
clares his determined intention of hurting an individual to the utmost of his 
power, the enemies of the man so maried for destruction will eagerly grasp at 
an opportunity of gratifying their malice, the dissolute and the abandoned will 
find a suflBcient inducement to persecute him from the hopes of gratifying the 
resentments of the man in power ; and if the unhappy man so devoted have by 
an upright conduct made the wicked his enemies, malice and wickedness may 
imite their endeavours to complete his ruin. , To advance a step further, should 
the first man in the State countenance one publicly known to be destitute of all 
moral principle and as pubKcly known to be the enemy of that person against 
whom he has denounced his resentment ; should he treat a man of such prin- 
ciples with a degree of distinction far above his rank in life'-; should he admit 
him to private conferences with him ; what is the wretched object of his resent- 
ment to expect, where shall he find an asylum, when the whole body of the 
wicked and abandoned is let loose upon him. I mean not, however, now to de- 
precate the Governor-General’s resentment ; the reason of the encouragement 
afforded to my enemies, and the motives to the Governor-General’s resentment 
against me, will he sufficiently explained to the world, by the representation I 
have already made in a former address to the Hon’ble Board. Should my life be 
taken away by the flagitious charge now laid against me the facts before allu- 
ded to will remain upon record, the witnesses will be ready, and the proofs pro- 
ducible whenever the Governor- General has courage sufficient to hear them. 
A charge, which has been now these three years depending in a civil court 
18 F. D. 
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without the witnesses, upon whose evidence I am now committed, having been 
once produced or mentioned, has been laid against me by men who are marked 
by the public as the most turbulent and abandoned. My only intention in 
setting forth the services I have done, and the character I have to an advanced 
age supported, is to introduce my request, that I might not suffer upon such a 
charge from the bare accusation a punishment equal to that of death, the viola- 
tion of the most sacred duties of my religion. The Honorable President, I am 
well assured, is fully sensible of the facts I allude to ; it may be requisite to 
explain to the rest of the Honorable Members of the Board that the institu- 
tions of our religion strictly enjoin a number of ablutions, prayers, and other 
ceremonies to be performed by the sect of Brahmins before they can take any 
kind of food. Nothing of this can be performed in the place where I am now : 
and, could even these obstacles be surmounted, the place itself, as being in- 
habited by men of a different religion, would prevent "my receiving any suste- 
nance without breaking those rules which I have hitherto religiously observed. I 
therefore humbly request that I may be permitted to reside, under as strict a 
guard as may be judged requisite, in some place where these objections may be 
obviated. 


I am with respect. 

Honored Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient and 
most devoted humble servant, 


Colonel Monson moves that the Sheriff and his Deputy be requested to 
attend the Board with the warrant of commitment for Nundpomar’s imprison- 
ment. 

Mk. Francis and General Clavering agree to the motion. 

The Governor-General. — I object to the motion as I shall do to every 
interference of this Board with the authority of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court. 

Colonel Monson — I do not conceive that this motion does in the smallest 
degree interfere with the authority of the Supreme Court of Judicature. I do 
not understand that he was committed to prison by the authority of the Judges 
but by two of the Judges acting in their capacity as Justices of the Peace. 
That the warrant of the Justices of the Peace to the Sheriff was for him to take 
to custody of Nundcomar’s person. That these Justices after having signed the 
warrant went to the House of the Chief Justice, from whence a note was wrote 
by Mr. Justice LeMaistre to Mr. Tolfrey, Under-Sheriff, acquainting him that 
it was their opinion, meaning the opinion of the Justices Mr. Hyde and Mr. 
lifeMaistre, that Nundoomar shordd be sent to the common jail, to which jail 
My. Tolfrey immediately committed him without waiting for the orders of the 
Sheriff, to whom he had sent a messenger and who arrived a few minutes after 
he was committed. 

Mr. Francis — I beg leave to inform the Board that I understand that 
Hajah Nundcomar, since his commitment to the common jail in consequence of 
the opinion of Mr. Justice LeMaistre exceeding the terms of the warrant of 
commitment, has taken no sustenance whatsoever, and that he cannot do it in 
1^. present situation without losing caste, which to a main of his high rank and 
seot is deemed a punishment worse than death. I think the motion . made by 
Colonel Monson perfectly regular and necessary. We , cannot take the prayer 
of the Haja'S petition into consideration until -we are regularly informed, by 
what" authority he is committed to the common jail. Jf it should appear that 
the' warrant dees not express a commitment to the common jail, hut that auoh 
commitment has larisen solely from the extra judicial opiaiou of Mr. Justice 
LeMaistre, I then think it may be legally within the power of i this Board to 
prevent the death of the Eaja .by trdieving ihim ' from:, tho vile confinement 
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under whicli he has been placed in the same prison with aE the felons of 
Calcutta, and securing him in some other manner under the safe custody of the 
Sheriff. This I conceive may be done without any infringement of the autho- 
rity of the Supreme Court of 3 udicature. At all events my endeavours shall 
not be wanting, as far as I shall think myself warranted by law, to prevent a 
man of his high rank perishing in a common jail for want of sustenance which 
he cannot take without forfeiting a religious rank and purity, which I presume 
from all that I have heard of the religious customs and prejudices of the 
Brahmins, to which sect he belongs, may be dearer to him than his life ; the Eaja 
has now, I believe, been confined upwards of forty hours, esclusive of the time 
taken up in his examination. 

The Governoe-Genbbal — I beg leave to observe that many things have 
been asserted which I presume Mr. Erancis gives only from report. I have not 
heard myself that Nundcomar is confined among common felons. I do not 
believe that by the principles of his religion his caste can be affected by any 
habitation that maybe allotted him. This is a point of which the heads of the 
religion are only capable of judging. I understand by a note received this 
morning from Mr. Durham that the Judges are at this time assembled for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the plea of Nundcomar in this particular, 
and that he was desired by them to apply to me for proper persons to give 
them information concerning the effects which his confinement might produce 
on his caste, or some points of the like nature, and I in consequence directed the 
Superintendent of the Khalsa Eecords to apply to such of the Pundits as were 
in Calcutta and to desire them to give their attendance on the Judges. 

General Olavbring — ^As I understand from the letter received from Maha- 
raja N undcomar that the institutions of his religion enjoined to the Brahmins 
(of which caste he is a member) a number of ablutions and other ceremonies 
without the performance of which they cannot take any kind of food. 
I move that Oantoo Baboo, the Governor-General’s Banyan, who, I under- 
stand, presides at a Cutcherry of castes, and passes judgements in this Court on 
all points relative to their losing their castes, be called before the Board and 
examined upon these particulars. 

The Governor-General, — Before the question is put I beg leave to 
inform the Board that I understand the Cutcherry over which Cantoo Baboo, 
my servant, presides has cognisance only of disputes among the lower kinds of 
the people, and that he presides in this Court in virtue of the immemorial 
usage of the settlement in the same manner that every other Chief Mutseeddy 
or Banyan of the Governors of Calcutta have formerly done. I know not that 
he is qualified to judge of the question proposed. At all events his opinion 
can be no authority as he is neither versed in the laws of his religion nor of 
that sect which could entitle him to give a judicial opinion on any point res- 
pecting it. I myself am President of that Court, but I conceive myself merely 
a name to authenticate the acts of others, and I very frankly acknowledge my 
own incompetency to judge of points relating to the Gentoo religion. 

Mr. Francis — I cannot conceive that a person who has for several years 
actually presided, whether in his own right or as a Deputy at a Court of Caste 
Cutcherry, should be ignorant of the laws of his own religion. I agree to the 
motion of General Olavering. 

Colonel Monson — It cannot be supposed that the Governor-General 
should have such a suflS.cient knowledge of the Gentoo laws and customs as to 
be a competent judge of all the rights and mysteries of their religion, but it 
might have been expected that the person whom he appointed to preside under 
him at the Caste Cutcherry should have been a sufficient judge of the rights of 
his religion. Cantoo Baboo, who is the person that is said to preside over this 
Court, I understand to be a Banyan and a person of very low and inconsi- 
derable family. I have understood that when the Governor-General first came 
into this country Cantoo Baboo served him for a salary of Rs. 15 or 20 per 
month ; that he rose in esteem and consideration with the people as the Gov- 
ernor-General rose in his rank in the Company’s service ; that Cantoo Baboo 
afterwards served Mr. Sykes as Banyan when Resident at the Darbar in which 
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office he obtained considerable riches. When the Governor- General returned to 
this country be received t^is man again into his employ and has since entrusted 
as it is said, with the most secret springs of Government, and now allows 
him to preside, although he declares him insufficient, in a Court which gives 
the greatest consequence and has the greatest influence on the minds of the 
people. I should be glad to hear his opinion on Nundeomar’s case, although he 
may not be a competent judge of it, and therefore think he should attend the 
Board. 

Ordered that the Sheriff and his Deputy be immediately sent for. 


General Claveeinu. — I am of opinion that no person can he so proper 
to inform us by what rules he decides upon conferring or losing castes as the 
person who presides in a cutcherry where those matters are always determined. 
The dangerous, use that may be made of such an engine of power in the hands 
of a man who immediately depends on the Governor-General, and who is im- 
plicated in many of the charges we are now bringing against the adminis- 
tration of the Governor- General, can only be conceived by those who know the 
force of the superstition which prevails in this country. I am informed that 
this same Banyan is the secret mover of the whole conspiracy against Nund- 
comar jointly with Mr. Graham’s moonshy and that infamous creature Oamaul- 
ud-deen Cawn. I may venture to call him infamous because his veracity has 
been disproved by the oaths of three positive witnesses, and I am sorry to And 
that the Judges should have been so far imposed upon as to trust to the oath of 
such a man who is ready to give it when it can answer any particular purpose. 

The Sheriff and his Deputy attending agreeably to the summons of the 
Board are called in and being asked for the original warrant for the commit- 
ment of Raja Nundcomar for the inspection of the Board, they dehver it as 
follows : — 


To the SherifE of the Town of Calcutta and Taetory of Fort William in Bengal and to the 
Keeper of His Majesty's Prison at Calcutta. 

Receive into your custody the body of Maharaja Nundcomar herewith sent 
you charged before us on the oaths of Mohun Persaud, Oamaul-ud-deen Khan 
and others with feloniously uttering as true a false and counterfeit writing ob- 
ligatory knowing the same to be false and counterfeit in order to defraud the 
executors of Bollokee Dass, deceased, and him safely keep tmtil he shall be dis- 
charged by due course of law. 

Given under our hands and seals this 6th day of May in the year of Our 
Lord 1775. 

S. 0. LbMaistre. 

John Hvde. (L.S.) 

Copy taken at the Board by the Secretary. 


Question by Colonel Monson to the Sheriff. 

Q . — Dpon that warrant did you commit Raja Nundcomar to prison ? 

A . — I was not in town. I did not execute the warrant. 

Question by Colonel Monson to the Deputy Sheriff. 

Q . — Did you on this warrant commit Maharaja Nundcomar to the jail 
of Calcutta. 

A . — I did. 

Q.~Did you not subsequent to that wanfant receive a note from Mr. 
Justice LeMaistre acquainting you that it was his opinion that Maharaja 
Nundcomar should be committed to the common jail. 

; A . — On receiving the, warrant from. Mr. Justice LeMaistre and Mr. 
Justice Ilyde, which has now been read, I was going to order it to be put into 
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execution but Mr. Jarrett, attorney for Nundcomar, expressing a desire that he 
might be sent to some other place than the common jail, and delivering it as 
his opinion that he might as properly be confined in any other place, the Judges 
took it under consideration, and in answer to Mr. Jarrett’s request told him that 
they were both of opinion he could be nowhere properly confined but in the 
common jail, but that for his satisfaction they would ask the opinion of the 
Lord Chief J ustice, to whose house they were then going. In consequence of this 
I detained Raja Nundcomar till I knew the Lord Chief Justice’s opinion and 
soon after received a note signed by Mr. Justice LeMaistre, which I beg leave 
to produce. 

“ Upon consultation with the Lord Chief Justice, we are all clearly of 
opinion that the Sheriff ought to confine his prisoner in the common gaol upon 
tMs occasion. ” 

S. C. LeMa-IStre. 


(Addressed) 

“ To Mr. TolfreyI ” 



Q. — Did you not acquaint Mr. Jarrett that you would not send Raja Nund- 
comar to jail till you heard from Mr. Mackrabie or for the space of half an 
hour from the time that Mr. Jarrett spoke to you ? 

A.—l did. Sir. 

Q . — Lid you send him to jail before you heard from Mr. Mackrabie ? 

A. — After receiving the note which has been before produced and 
finding the Judges to be clearly of opinion that he ought to be sent to the 
common jail, I did not imagine myself justified in keeping him from thence any 
longer. 

Q. — Lo you do your duty from the opinion of the Justices or by their 
warrant ? 

A. — I execute my duty agreeable to their orders, but am guided in the 
execution of it by their opinion. 

Q. — By orders, yerbai or written, do you execute your duty ? 

A. — I apprehend it to be my duty to execute both verbal and written 
orders from them. 

Q . — Have you any written order to send Nundcomar to the common 

jail. 

A. — apprehend the warrant authorised me to send him to the common 
jail as I was liable to be punished for sending him anywhere else. 

Q. — Loes the warrant order you to send him to the common jail ? 

A. — I apprehend that by the warrant expressing him to be charged with 
felony he could be confined in no other place, the Sheriff, I imagine, not having 
the power of confining a felon in any other place than the common jail, and the 
warrant itself being directed to the Keeper of His Majesty’s prison as well as to 
the Sheriff. 

Q , — As you conceive from the warrant that you were to commit him to 
the common jail, why did you ask the Justices their opinion where he should 
be confined ? 

A. — I did not ask the Justices their opinion, but when Mr. Jarrett started 
no objection, I should of course have ordered him to be conveyed to the com- 
mon jail, there being no other public place of confinement belonging to the 
Sheriff. 

18 F. D. 
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Questions by Mr. Francis to the Deputy Sheriff. 

Q . — Wlaat was the distance of time between the delivery of the warrant 
to you and your committing of Nundcomar to jail ? 

A . — I believe about an hour and a half, but I cannot speak precisely. 

Q . — ^Sow soon did you see the Sheriff after the commitment ? 

A . — ^About half an hour. 


Questions by Colonel Monson to the Deputy Sheriff. 

Q . — Are there many prisoners in jail, debtors and felons ? 

A , — ^There are many. 

Q.— How many ? 

A . — I cannot take upon me to ascertain the number without referring to 
the books. 


Question by Me. Francis to the same. 
Q . — Is the jail crowded ? 

A . — I am informed by the jailor that it is crowded. 


To the Sheriff by Me. Francis. 

Q . — Do you know what conveniences or accommodation Raja Nund- 
comar has in the jail ? 

A . — He has a small room in which the jailor used to sleep, who removed 
his family on that account. 


Mr. Tolrrey, the Deputy Sheriff, adds that it is without the prison gate and has no communi- 
cation with the other people in the jail. 

General Claverino to the Deputy Sheriff. 

Q . — If it is without the gate, it is not in the prison. 

A , — There are two gates to the prison. When I said it was detached from 
the place where felons and debtors were kept, I did not mean that it was not 
a part of the prison : the jailor’s house is always considered as a part of the jail 
and adjoins to it. 


By the Governor-General. 

Q . — Is the jailor’s house within the outer gate ? 
A . — ^It is. 


By Mr. Francis to the Sheriff, 

Q . — ^Whether the Raja has taken any sustemince sihoe he hiks been in jaU? 

A . — I am just informed the he has refused to take any. 

0----Has he made any representation to you or to the jailor of the cause 
of his refusing to take sustenance ? 

. _ — To me he has not ; I do not know what he may have done to the 

jailor. 

The Board laving nothing further to ask the Sheriff or his Deputy, at 
ipresent they are desired to withdraw. 
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Mr. Francis moves ttat the Sheriff and his Deputy be directed to wait on 
the Chief Justice on the part of this Board and to represent to him the situa- 
tion of the Eaja Nundcomar, whose religion, as he hath informed this Board , 
obliges him to deny himself sustenance in the particular circumstances of hi s 
present confinement, and to desire that the Chief Justice will consider of grant- 
ing the prisoner such relief as may be consistent with the strict security of hi s 
person to answer to the charges brought against him, and Mr. Francis furthe r 
moves that a copy of the latter part of the Baja’s petition to the Board ma y 
be delivered to the Sheriff. 

Colonel Monson agrees to the motion. 

General Clavering also agrees to it. 

The Govek.nor-Geneb.al— I object to the motion because the same repre- 
sentation may be made by the prisoner himself to the Chief Justice, and I think 
therefore it would be improper that it should be conveyed to him through the 
authority of Government. 

The motion of Mr. Francis being agreed to — 

The Sheriff is again called in and a written direction from the Secretary to 
the above effect delivered to him with a copy of the last paragraph of Baja 
Nundcomar’s petition, on which he retired for the purpose of waiting on the 
Chief Justice according to his instructions. 

General Olavbrinq — In reply to what the Governor- General has just 
said I conceive that the protection of the inhabitants of Bengal is immediately 
trusted to our care, and that it properly belongs to us to represent to the J udges 
such matters as may appear to us wherein they have acted iinproperly, either 
wilfully or ignorantly. In the present instance they probably are ignorant 
how much a close confinement may endanger the life of this man, which is of 
so much importance to the public for proving an accusation which he has made 
of venality against the Governor-General. 

The Governor- General — The severe personal attacks which have been 
made upon me by every member of the Board were expected by me. To 
answer minutely to each would take up more time than I think it proper at 
this late hour of the day to occupy at this Board. I mean fully to reply to 
the- whole at my leisure. 

Mr. Francis — I am not conscious of having attacked the Governor- 
General personally, either directly or indirectly, in any shape whatsoever. 

Colonel Monson — I do not know what the Governor-General alludes to 
when he charges me with a personal attack upon him. When the Governor- 
General delivers in his observations in this Consultation I shall then reply to 
the charge he may exhibit against me. 

General Clave ring — I have before in this day’s Consultation replied to 
a similar complaint which the Governor-General has made against me. 


Canto Baba attending agreeably to tbe order of tbe Board, be is called and tbe following 
qnesiions are put to him by Oxs-eeal Ci;.AvaEiB4;Na 

Q . — ^Where do yon hold your Caste Gutcherry ,? 

A . — Opposite to the west front of this house. 

Q , — ^What kind of oases do you take cognizance of ? 

All cases which respect the .caste, such as of persons haying lost their 
mste or any disputes relating to marriages. ^ . 

Q.— Have you anybody to assist you in the judgements which you give 
on these cases ? „ • : • • . 

A . — There are a Daroga and a Mohumr tp settle sm^U pai^s, and such 
as they cannot determine on are represented to me. .i^iny causes of Mussulmans 
which cannot be decided there are referred to the Mblvees of , the' other Court. 

i I 

<2* — Is your sentence final ? 
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A . — I never knew an instance of an appeal to any other Court. If the 
persons are not satisfied with my decision they complain to the Governor. 


Question by tbe Governor-General. 

Q. — Are not your decrees all brought to me for signature ? 

A . — I take them to the Governor to report them to him ; he signs them 
and also signs whatever summons are granted. 


Question by General Claveeing, 

Q. — What are the punishments usually inflicted on those who have com- 
mitted any great offence ? 

A. — It is generally customary for them to give an entertainment to their 
friends and to pay the expenses of the peons who are placed over them, and this 
is levied in proportions to their faults. 

Q. — Do you ever punish by fine or imprisonment ? 

A. — Never by fines, but sometimes, if the person against whom a decree is 
passed is obstinate, he is confined for one or two days. 

Q . — By whose orders do you place peons over the people ? 

A. — By the Governor’s orders. He had directed me to acquaint him when- 
ever a peon is placed over a delinquent. 

Q . — How long have you presided at this cutcherry ? 

A . — From the time the Governor came to the chair. It is usual for it to 
be under the direction of the Governor. 

Q . — ^Did Mr. Verelsts’ or Mr. Cartier’s banyans preside in that ofl£ce before 
you ? 

A. — They did, and those that preceded them also. I know it from the 
time of Mr. Vansittart’s Government, which was the time when I came to 
Calcutta. 

Q. — Is ablution a necessary part of the Hindu religion ? 

A. — If a person is in health it is proper, but when a man is sick he caiinot 
perform it. 


Question by tbe Governor-General. 

Is it held criminal if a man, when in health, does not perform his ablutions 
regularly ? 

.4.— -Whether it be a crime or not a crime is written in the books of the 
religion. I do not profess to be conversant in them. 

. Q , — Are you a Brahmin ? 

A. — ^No. 

Q . — Are not the Brahmins enjoined to be more particularly observant in 
the ceremonies of their religion than the other castes ? 

A . — ^The injunction is equal upon all castes, but the Brahmins have parti- 
cular orders in their books wMch I am not conversant in. 

Q. — Are not ablutions necessary before you take your sustenance ? 

A . — It is customary to bathe and to pray before we take any sustenance, 
but in case we cannot bathe it is necessary for us to pray before we eat. Per- 
sons of a low caste eat without bathing. 

Q.— -If you yourself had the misfortune to be confined in a prison, would 
you think yourself in danger of losing your caste ? 

•4. — Merdy to be confined I should- be under no apprehension for my caste, 
but a person confined for robbery or murder loses his caste. 

Oantu Babu is now acquainted that the Board having no further questions 
to put he may withdraw. 
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Secret Dept. Fort Williamj the 9th May 1776. 

At a Coukcix, present : 

The Hon’bie Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
The Hon’ble George Monson, and 
Philip Francis, Fsq. 

Mr. Bar well, indisposed. 

Road and approved the Proceedings of yesterday. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following report from the Sheriff and his 
Deputy 

CiLCUTTA, the 8th May 1775. 

Sir, — In. obedience to the commands of the Honorable the Governor- 
General and Council, signified to us in your letter, we have waited on the Chief 
Justice and represented to him the situation of the Haja Nundcomar as set 
forth in the extract of a letter from him inclosed in yours. We at the same 
time signified to the Chief Justice the request of the Honorable the Governor- 
General and Council that he would be pleased to consider of granting the 
prisoner such relief as may be consistent with the strict security of his person 
to answer to the charges brought against him. In answer to which the Chief 
Justice desires us to inf orm the Honorable Board that Baja Nundcomar was 
not committed by him, and that he has no authority to interfere in the affair, 
there being felony expressly charged in the warrant. 

We are. Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servants, 

ALEXANDER MAOKRABI, Sheriff, 
GEORGE TOLFREY, Vnder-Sheriff, 


General Clave ring — I acquaint the Board that I received a letter from 
Mr. Joseph Fowke, who is just come from visiting Maharaja Nundcomar, 
acquainting me that it is the opinion of the people who are about him that they 
do not think he can live another day without drink. 

He says his tongue is much parched but that his spirit is firm. In the 
conversation that he had with the Raja, the Raja told him, don’t trouble your- 
self about me ; the will of Heaven must he complied with. I am innocent. 

Mr. Francis — I move that the Gaoler may be sent for to inform the 
Board whether Raja Nundcomar has really taken no sustenance since confine- 
ment, and in what situation the Raja now is. 

General Olavering— I agree to it. 

The Governor-General — Although I have doubts respecting the autho- 
rity of the Governor and Council to summon the Gaoler to attend them, I will 
not oppose the question. 

General Olavering — I think that if the Governor-General has doubts 
whether we have power to send for the Gaoler, he must conceive that the 
authority of this Government must be entirely dissolved by the Act of Parlia- 
ment which has instituted the Supreme Court of Judicature, because I apprehend 
the power of Government over the Gaoler and the Sheriff was never doubted 
before till this moment by any Member of the Council. 

Resolved that the Secretary do require his attendance on the Board imme- 
diately. 

18 P. D. 
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Tlie Gaoler being arriyed is called before tbe Board and asked bis name. 

He answered Matthew Tandel. 

Questions by Me. Francis. 

Q. — "Wbetber Baja Nundcomar bas refused to take any sustenance since 
bis commitment, and wbetber you believe it to be true tbat be bas received 
none ? 

A . — I do believe it to be true tbat be has received none. I am some- 
times out upon business, but I don^t know of his having received any. 

Q . — What situation is tbe Eaja now in with respect to bis health and 
bis personal appearance ? 

A. — Ha appears to me very well, only a little dissented with tbe situa- 
tion be is now in — low in spirits. 

Q - — How many hours has tbe Eaja been in your custody ? 

A. — He came in on Saturday night a little after 10 ; it is now past 1, 
so that be must have been at this time in confinement 63 hours. 

The GovEKNOK-GENERAii — Have you any other prisoners of tbe Brahmin 
caste in tbe jail ? 

A. — I daresay I have, but have not enquired. We have generally of all 
castes in tbe jail. 


Me. Feancis. 

Q . — ^How many persons have you in tbe jail, debtors and felons ? 

A . — Between sixty and seventy persons. 

Q . — Is it crowded ? 

A. — Yes, fuller than in general; we have not bad it so full before. 
We have about twenty-two or twenty-three felons; five or six used to be a great 
many. 

He is ordered to withdraw. 

Mb.. Bran CIS moves tbat tbe information laid before tbe Board by 
General Olavering, and tbe further account given by tbe Gaoler be communicated 
to the Chief J ustioe by tbe Secretary on tbe part of this Board, and that tbe 
Secretary do wait upon him accordingly as soon as this Board is broke up. 

Agreed and ordered accordingly. 


Read the fullowing letters and enclosures from. SiE Elija Impbx. 

Calcutta, Ue 9th May 1775. 

Honoured Sir and Sirs — ^Before your message of yesterday was delivered 
to me by tbe Sheriff, I bad been informed tbat tbe Maharaja Nundcomar had 
on account of bis religion refused to take sustenance. I immediately sent my 
munsby to him to acquaint hi m tbat I had given strict orders to the Keeper 
of the prison tbat bis confinement should in every respect be made as easy as 
possible to him, and to know from him from whence his scruples arose. The 
answer returned to me was — that he could not eat nor drink in a room where 
Christians or Mussulmen had been, I thought it not proper to refer his case to 
tbe Judges who committed him merely on bis suggestion, and to ascertain tbe 
facts I sent for the Pundits, who are the keepers of tbe consciences and oracles 
of the Gentoos. I examined them in the presence of Mr. Justice Chambers 
and ]y^. J ustice LeMaistre, who happened to be with me when I sent for the 
Pundits. A copy of their answers in the Bengal language and a literal trans- 
lation of the same into English (marked A) I have the honour to enclose. The 
original signed by four Pundits (one of whom I am informed is the chief of 
that order of men in this country) I have preserved. They added — “ It is no 
easy matter to lose caste. A Brahmin must eat eight times of the meal of a 
Mussulman before he can lose his caste. Mr. Justice Chambers and Mr. Justice 
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Le Maistre declare themselves perfectly satisfied witli the answers of the Pundits, 
and that there were no grounds for altering the mode of confinement of the 
Maharaja. 

The Maharaja has two rooms to himself, Mr. Tandel, the keeper of the 
gaol, having given up to him the apartments which were occupied hy himself 
and wife. But lest I might he mistaken in the description given to me of the 
situation of the rooms, I prevailed on the Pundits to go to the prison and ex- 
amine the apartments in which the Maharajah is confined, and from thence to 
certify to me whether any and what prejudice would accrue to him on account 
of his religion from his confinement there. A copy of their answers from 
thence, and a literal translation into English (marked B), accompany this ; the 
originals signed by the four Pundits are in my possession. 

The Praiessehit * or penance alluded to, if the confinement should last for 
forty-one days, will, as I understand, consist of an obligation to fast two days and 
to dispose of a sum of money less than the sum of Bs. 1,000 in charity, this they 
did not choose to reduce into writing, desiring to refer themselves for more 
accuracy as to the sum to the Shastra. They are to send me an extract of that 
hook, a copy of which, when I receive it, I shall do myself the honour of trans- 
mitting to your Board. 

As the message brought to me by the Sheriff was verbal, my answer, which 
was verbal likewise, could only be short. But I thought it proper to lay before 
you the information I had collected that I might not appear wanting in that 
attention I shall always give to any message from your Board, and likewise to 
prevent your Board from being further deceived by improper suggestions. 

The Judges will, as far as by law they may, remit the rigor of the English 
law in all cases where its effects may be prejudicial to the natives on account of 
their religion ; and perhaps in some cases would yield even to prejudices, if 
national and deep-rooted, but they must not suffer the pretext of religion to be 
set up for the purpose of eluding the ordinary course of the law. 

Should the claim made by the Maharaja be allowed, it would go far 
towards abrogating great part of the late Act of Parliament by the difficulties 
which would thereby be created in the execution of the laws against a large 
body of people intended by the Act and by His Majesty’s Charter to be subject 
to the jurisdiction of his court. 

The Maharaja is of the caste of Brahmins ; they are very numerous in 
Calcutta over which there is an express jurisdiction. Many of the Company’s 
servants and most of the banians and gomasthas of His Majesty’s British sub- 
jects are of that caste. 

It would be a very heavy burden to the Sheriff should he be obliged to pro- 
vide separate houses for each Brahmin whom it might be necessary to confine, 
and much more so to provide a sufficient number of officers to surround those 
houses to prevent escapes. 

Many Brahmins are now in the common gaol. Men of higher caste 
than the Maharaja have been confined there. None of them have lost their 
caste, and this is the first complaint of the kind. 

Notwithstanding these inconveniences, had the facts turned out as repre- 
sented by the Maharaja, I have little doubt but that the Judges would have 
found out some means of giving him relief. 

I am happy in this instance that the Board has given me an opportunity 
of vindicating the Judges from any surmise of rigor or want of humanity ; but 
must make it my request that the Maharaja may be acquainted by the Board 
that if he has any further application to make for relief that he must address 
himself immediately to the Judges, who will give all due attention to his re- 
presentations, for, should he continue to address himself to the Board, that 
which will and can only be obtained from principles of justice may have the 
appearance of being obtained by the means of influence and authority, the 
peculiar turn of mind of the natives being to expect everything from power and 
little from justice. 

* Praiessehit properly Prdlyasclntta— • 

Vernaeularly Prayaschib, corruptly Praischitto S. Penance, expiation^ punishment, fine. 

Wilson^s “ Glossary of Indian Terms,” 
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I know I shall he pardoned the observation, being clearly convinced that 
the Board would be as cautious in furnishing grounds for, as the Judges can be 
jealous of, incurring the imputation. 

I am with great respect, 

Honored Sir and Sirs, 

Tour very obedient and very humble servant, 

E. IMPEY. 


P. S. — The Pundits have just informed by message that they are unani- 
mously of opinion that if a straw shed was built in the inside of the prison-yard 
separate from any house, the Maharaja after a month’s confinement would be 
obliged to pay Es. 12 or thereabouts only for the purpose of feasting the Pundits 
and Brahmins. 


OPINIONS OP THE PHNDITS UNDER THE SIGNATURE OP KISSEN 
JEWEN AND THE OTHER PUNDITS. 

A Brahmin who is confined within four walls of a prison in which Mussul- 
mans and others live, and is permitted to inhabit a house not under the same 
roof with them, though within the walls, to perform his ablutions in the water 
of the Ganges, and to eat and drink of things mixed with the water of that river, 
and who washes with and drinks of the water of the Ganges, when he is set at 
liberty, will not have lost his caste. 

A Brahmin is purified after having committed very great crimes by washing 
in the Ganges, but in such a little fault as the above it is not proper to do any 
severe penance. Instead of washing in the River Ganges, it is only necessary for 
the Brahmin above described to perform the penance known by the name of 
Perjat Birkt, which is to do some act of devotion twelve days running, for 
or if the Brahmin cannot do this, he should give one milch cow in charity, but 
if he has no cow to give and is rich, he ought to pay five cawns of cowries 
(equal to one rupee and three annas), which charity must be repeated for every 
day he remains in such situation. 

Translation of the question put to the Tundits by Sir Elijah Impey , Mr. Justice 
Chambers, and Mr. Justice LeMaistre, at Sir Elijah Impey* s house. 

If a Brahmin be confined in a prison, and a Mussulman or Englishman like- 
wise is confined in the same prison, and eats and drinks there, but the Brahmin 
who is confined under the roof of the prison is in a room separate from them, 
and eats and drinks in his own room, does the Brahmin lose his caste or not ? 

Answer. — Under the signatures of Kissen Jewun Sermah, Bannisser 
Sermah, Kissen Gopaul Sermah, and Gowree Gaunt Sermah, Pundits.) In the 
case above stated the Brahmin does not lose his caste, but if, in consequence of 
the orders of the Government, he remains in confinement, and eats and drinks, 
praiesschit or penance is necessary. If he is confined in a place not under the 
same roof, and eats and drinks, his caste shall not be lost, but a trifling praiesschit 
will be necessary. 

Translation of the question put to the Pundits at the jail after they had been 

shewn every part of the place in which Maharaja Nundcomar is conjined. 

If a Brahmin, being in the place where you have seen Raja Nundcomar, 
eats and drinks or sleeps, does he lose his caste or not ? 

Answer — Mussulmans and others live under the same roof in a separate 
room, and a Brahmin cannot perform his ablutions or eat and drink in the room ; 
but if he does perform his ablutions, and eats and drinks, he will not lose his 
caste, but, praiesschit must be performed. 

Question. — Can Maharaja Nundcomar perform his ablutions, etc., in the 
room in which he is confined or not ? If he does perform those ceremonies, does 
he lose his caste ? 

375 
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Anstoer. — It is not proper for Baja Nundcomar to eat in the room in 
which he is confined ; if he does eat his caste will not be lost, but he will he 
obliged to perform praiesschit. 

Agreed, in consequence of the above, that it is unnecessary to send to Sir 
Elijah °Impey the message proposed this morning. Agreed that Sir Elijah 
Impey’s letter be replied to as follows : — 

To Sir Elyah, Impey, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

Sis -—We have been favored with your letter of this date. 

• As the Government of the country is vested in us, we consider the natives 
of it as the immediate objects of our care and protection. Having received that 
petition from Maharajah Nundcomar, of which we had the honour to send you 
an extract, we thought ourselves bound, not only by our ofidcial duty, but by the 
obvious dictates of humanity, to communicate it as soon as possible to you, but 
in order to prevent that deception which you conceive we lay under, we examin- 
ed the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff with respect to the circumstances of the 
Eaia’s confinement, and afterwards put questions to the persons who act as 
Priident of the Caste Cutcherry in this city, by all which we are confirmed m 
thinkin<^ that the facts represented by Baja Nundcomar were true, a,nd that ^s 
refusal to take sustenance was founded on a sincere religious prejudice. We 
cannot refuse to receive any petitions presented to us, and if they relate to the 
administration of justice we conceive we are bound by our duty to communi- 
cate them to the Judges. 

warren Hastings. 

JOHN CLAVEBING. 

GEOBGE MON SON. 

PHILIP EBANCIS. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 16th May 1775. 

At a Council, pubsent : 

The Hon’ble Wabb-bn Hastings, Governor-General, 
president. 

Lieutenant-General John Clavebing. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Philip Eba-nois, Esq. 

Mb. Babwell, indisposed. 

Bead and approved the Consultation of yesterday. 


Translation of the opinions of the Pandits under the signature of KissEN Jewdn and five 
others. 

If a Brahmin is confined, washes, eats, and drinks in a house where a Mus- 
nr others live, he must do the penance known by the name of Chund- 
mueen but as that species of penance lasts for one month, and as the men of this 
We not strength for so long a penance (No. 1), it has been altered and in- 
sfead of performing ohundraueen, the Brahmin must i^rfeit eight milch cows 
aid their^calves; but if it should so happen that the Brahmmispoor and unable 
to do this he must pay thirty-eight cawns and seven puns of cowries (No. y 
TTn^ti mid the Brahmins the trouble they will have m his affairs (No. 3), and 
MWpSor the serraudo,* cleaning cake (No. 4), and fed a cow, the Brahmin 
k nur^ed^ The above penance is for one day and the same penance must be 
pe&ormed for every da y he remains in confinement. 

- i„ <5,.AAAha Ternaonlarlv SrAdli, Shridh, ShrAddba S. An obsequial ceremony in which food 

* of the Sacrifloer, or to the PitHs or Manes coUeotiYely; t^ oeremontes 

snd water are offered to the dece^ a mourmng, and hence various Srdddhas are enumerated, 

observed on eccasmns of as wdl o^m g ^ ^ 

, 1. Dasapmda Sraddha-OT Preta^ Au ^ 

of offerings to the deceased on the eleventh day after Ms decease, on which o«c«i<« 
Bratoans areTeS and the period of uncleanness for a Brahman terminates. 

Wilson’s “ Glossary of Indian terms.” 

18 P. D. 
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Hj^planation of the Pundit. 

No. 1. In ancient time -wlien men lived to the age of one thousand years, 
their strength was proportionably greater, and they could fast a month or more 
without endangering their lives, or vfithout considering it as a very severe 
punishment. 

No. 2. The price of a milch cow with its calf is from three to four rupees, 
and the value of the cowries is about eight rupees. 

No. 3. Seldom amounts to above two rupees. 

No. 4. The cake is not valued at more than six annas. 


Affidavit of General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis. 

Fort William, the 16th May 1775. 

Whereas it has been asserted by Sir Elijah Impey, in a letter written by 
him to the Governor- General and Council on the 16th instant, that reports had 
been publicly circulated in this town that if the Judges could not be prevailed 
upon to release the Maharaja Nundcomar he would be delivered by force. 
We hereby most solemnly declare that we never ourselves conceived such an 
intention, nor never heard of such a design in any Member of Government or 
by anybody else, nor did we ever hear any mention of such a report till we read 
it in Sir Elijah Impey’s letter above mentioned. 

JOHN GLAVERING. 

GEORGE MONSON. 

PHILIP PRANCIS. 

Sworn before me. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


The Governor- General has declined giving in the affidavit as deeming it 
unnecessary, but “ declares entire conviction and assurance that no Member of 
this Board ever conceived an intention of using force for the release of Maharaja 
Nundcomar from his imprisonment.” 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 22nd May 1775. 

At a OotjnciI/, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor^ General, Fresident. 
Lieutenant- Generaii John Olavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq., and 
Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 16th instant. 


• Bead a letter from the Supreme Court of Judicature as follows 

To THE Hon BLB Warren Hastings, Governor- General and the Gen- 
tlemen of the Coimcil. 

, Sirs, Sir Elijah Impey having communicated to the 

other Judges the last paragraph of your letter to him, dated on the 16th of 
this month, respecting the limits and exercise of the jurisdiction of the Court 
a subject vmich equally concerns us all, and which we all concur in thinking 
ot a. very delicate and important nature, we deem it incumbent on us to 
i^orm you that we have no authority to make, extra judiciaUy, a more particu- 
lar deolarationi or description of the powers of the Court, than that whSh is 
contained m the late Act of Parliament and in His Majesty’s charter 
378 
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We shall always be desirous to obviate, as far as we legally may, any inoon- 
veniences that might ensue from the exercise of our judicial powers; and to 
prevent, as much as possible, every abuse of our process ; and therefore, by the 
authority which we have to form rules of practice, we have required of every 
plaintiff, who applies for the King’s writ to arrest a defendant, that he shall 
swear to some fact, by virtue of which the defendant is subject to cur jurisdic- 
tion. This rule, which renders the plaintiff, if he swears falsely, liable to the 
penalties of perjury, will, we .flatter ourselves, preclude those inconveniences 
which you seem to apprehend. 

We are Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient and most 
humble servants, 

The 20th May 1775. E. IMPEY. 

EOBEET CHAMBEES. 

S. C. LeMAISTEE. 

JOHN HYDE. 


Agreed that the receipt of this letter be acknowledged in that ordered to be written, to the 

Court frona the Public Department. 


Me. Justice LeMaistee and Me. Justice Hyde send in the following letter: — 

The Governor-General proposes the following question from the contents 
of the above letter : — Whether there are recorded on the Consultations any 
minutes in which Mr. Justice LeMaistre and Mr. Justice Hyde are mentioned 
by name, and which relate to the exertion of the authority invested in them by 
His Majesty’s charter. 

Mr. Eranois — I find their names mentioned in the minutes, but no 
observations on the powers vested in them by charter. 

Mr. Barwelx — Yes, their names do, and respect the exercise of the 
authority vested in them by charter. 

Colonel Monson — Their names are mentioned, but no observation on the 
authority vested in them by charter. 

General Claverino. — I find upon examining tbe proceedings that the 
names of Mr. LeMaistre and Mr. Hyde are mentioned, and sometimes upon 
points which relate to the exercise of the authority vested in them by His 
Majesty’s charter, and sometimes on points which do not relate to that autho- 
rity. 

The Governor-General —The consultation of the 8th instant certainly 
expresses the names of Mr. Justice LeMaistre and Mr. Justice Hyde, and the 
motion for calling the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff before the Board on that day, 
with the debates which ensued upon it and the examination of the Sheriff and 
his Deputy, have an undoubted relation to the conduct of these gentlemen in 
the exercise of the authority vested in them by His Majesty’s charter. 

Agreed that the names of Mr. Justice LeMaistre and Mr. Justice Hyde 
are mentioned in the minutes and in relation to the exercise of the authority 
vested in them by His Majesty’s charter. 

The question is now put whether the Board will comply with the requisi- 
tion of Mr. J ustice LeMaistre and Mr. J ustice Hyde by granting them copies 
of the proceedings above referred to. 

Mr. Ebanc’is— As no charge has been brought against Mr. Justice Le- 
Maistre and Mr. Justice Hyde, nor any facts asserted which can be- any material 
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to them to controTert, I object to furnishing them with any copies of our pro- 
ceedings. 

Mu. Barwbll thinks their requisition should be complied with. 

Colonel Monson— As it does not appear on the proceedings that there are 
any facts which are necessary for Mr. LeMaistre and Mr. Hyde to controvert, I 
think it improper that their requisition should be complied with. 

General Clavering — Our proceedings are taken down for the informa- 
tion of the Court of Directors. When, on the examination of any person for a 
charge against him, any matter should be inserted there on which the party 
accused should think it requisite for his justification, I should be ready at all 
times to give my vote for extracts to be made out to be communicated to him, 
but in no other case whatever can we (I think) be justified in suffering our 
records to be delivered to anybody. If I am not mistaken a point of this kind 
was agitated at Madras when Sir J ohn Lindsay, on the part of the King, made an 
application that certain papers should be given to him, and, if I am not mis- 
taken, the Governor- General was one of the members of that Council and will 
set me right if I misquote their resolution on that occasion. Their words are : 
“ The Company hold their rights by Act of Parliament, their papers and their 
records are their rights, we are entrusted with them here, we are under oath of 
fidelity and under covenants not to part with them, nevertheless all conditions 
are subservient to the laws, and, when we shall be called upon in a legal and 
constitutional way, we shall readily and cheerfully submit ourselves, our lives, 
and our fortunes to the laws of our country, but we hold them sacred and in- 
estimable for the security of the rights and liberties of the people.” 

The Governor- General. — I am of opinion the requisition of Mr. Justice 
LeMaistre and Mr. Justice Hyde should be literally complied with, that is, 
such of the minutes as respect the exercise of their authority should be 
extracted, but with the omission of the names of the members by whom they 
were recorded, and copies thereof transmitted to them. The instance alluded 
to by General Clavering has no relation to the present question. The demand 
made by Sir John Lindsay to the President and Council of Port Saint George 
was to be put in possession of original papers or authenticated copies of all the 
transactions with the Nabob of Arcot or other Princes in that country since 
the definitive treaty of Paris, and to give him such information relative to the 
war with Nizam Ally and Hyder Ally as might enable him to render a faithful 
account to His Majesty. I joined in the refusal to comply with this demand 
upon grounds which I think it unnecessary in this place to describe, and which 
do not apply in any manner to the present question. 


Resolved that the requisition of Mbsses. LeMaistkb and Hyde be not complied with, but that 

the following reply be sent to them 

Gentlemen, — ^We are favored with your letter of the 20th instant, requir- 
to be furnished with copies of any minutes entered on our proceedings in 
which your names have been mentioned, and which may relate to the exercise 
of the authority invested in you by His Majesty’s charter in' order that you 
may have the opportunity of controverting the facts that may be there 
asserted. 

In reply to which we are to inform you that in the minutes on our records 
where your names are mentioned there do not appear to be asserted any facts 
which can be necessary for you to controvert. 

The minutes and resolutions recorded in our Consultations are drawn up 
for the information of "our superiors. "Where they contain formal charges against 
any individuals, we generally communicate them to the parties. Otherwise we 
deem it inegular and liable to many inconveniences to grant extracts or copies 
of our minutes and resolutions. 

We must therefore decline complying with your resolution. 

The 22nd May 1775, 

380 



17 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 25th May 1775. 

At a Counciij, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, Tresident. 
Lieutenant- General John Glavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

EiICHard Barwell, Esq., and 
Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the S2nd instant. 


Received and read the following letters from Mr. Gosing and enclosures : — 

To 

The Hon'ble Waeees Hastings, Governor-General, and the Gentlemen 

of the Council at Fort William. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — addressed you a letter from Plassey, -which I 
hope you have received, and have only further to add on the subject of it that 
I met -mth no attendance whatever from thence to this place, where I arrived 
yesterday morning at 4 o’clock very much fatigued. 

At 12 o’clock to-day I waited on the Nabob, and opened my commis- 
sion to him and to the Begum, and delivered your two letters to them, which 
were read in the Darbar, as well as that to Bajah Gurdas, who I invested with 
the authority the Begum had over the Nabob and his household, after having 
divested her of it and fully explained both to her and the Nabob the extent of 
the commission you have honored me with. The Nabob expressed himself 
highly delighted at being delivered out of her hands. He complained to me that 
he had been treated with great severity by her, was denied the most trifling 
requests even to the necessary linen, &c., for the use of his zenana, and beetle 
for his own, which allowance, he says, has been shortened, and though the 
Begum allowed him openly 1,000 rupees a month for his expenses yet he did 
not receive above 400 of it till the news of my coming when it was increased 
to 3,000 rupees a month. He complains too that most of the ancient servants 
of his household have been divested of their employments, and that those who 
remain were about to undergo the same fate to make room for a set of people 
that he knew nothing of, the creatures of the Begum’s eunuch Et-war Ally 
Ehawn, and, in short, that he is kept a State prisoner, and is not suffered to go 
out to take any recreation whatever. He says too the eunuch had instructed 
the servants not to suffer him to learn an 3 rthing by which he might make him- 
self acquainted with business, and indeed I believe there is great truth in it 
as His Excellency seems to be ignorant of almost anything a man of his rank 
ought to know, not from a want of understanding, but of being properly edu- 
cated. 

There is a sheristah kept by one Coosal Chund on the part of Etwar Ally 
Kha-wn called likjey,* or an abstract account of all disbursements and receipts 
of the several dufters. Both the Nabob and Baja Gurdas think it will be neces- 
sary to seize it. I have sent for the Sheristadar, and if I can get it by fair 
means it is well, if not, I must take such as I find necessary as it undoubtedly 
belongs to the Nizamut. 

At the Nabob’s desire I paid my respects to the Begum, his mother. I could 
not help being a little surprised at the desolate state of her apartments and was 
informed by one of the eunuchs in waiting that though there were 300 brick- 
layers belong to the killa, the Begum could not get three to put them in 
repair. 

Baja Gurdas has just iaformed me one Moot Ghund, a jeweller, has lodged 
a complaint of debt against the Nabob in the Supreme Gourt, and wants to take 
out a writ for the seizing of his person. I beg you will be pleased to acquaint 
me what is to be done in case it should arrive here, as it will be a very extra- 
ordinary circumstance if he should be carried a prisoner to Galcutta. 

* Likjey. (Approaching) Lekhajoka-Beng. A set of accounts or written documents. Wilson^s “ Glossary of 
Indian Terms.^' 

18 P, T>. 
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On the Begum’s hearing that part of the letter read relating to her being 
removed to Meer Jafider’s house, she exclaimed against it, and said that if she 
was to quit the killa she would go to Calcutta. I told her this was a discre- 
tionary order and left to me if I thought it necessary, explaining to her that 
part of my instructions, and assuring her she would be used with^ the utmost 
respect according to your orders. I beg to know however if you will admit of 
her going to Calcutta', should I find it necessary to remove her from the killa, 
which I fear I shall from the character of the people about her, particularly 
Etwar Ally Khan and Eoy Anoo Sing, the head of the hircarahs, who have 
been the chief managers since the Begum has had charge of the Nabob, and 
who have accumulated great wealth, particularly the former by His Excel- 
lency’s account, who was raised from menial station to the one he now holds. 

As the Begum hinted that there were Courts of Justice at Calcutta, and 
that the aggrieved could there get redress, if you think proper all orders for 
confining the servants who may be or are faulty shall be issued in the Nabob’s 
name, who I apprehend has an undoubted right over them. 

The accounts of the Nizamut, Bhelah, and Consumana* I sealed up under 
the Nabob’s seal and my own, and have deposited them in an apartment of the 
kina, till I can pitch on three Sheristadars, who I can confide in to receive 
them from those now in ofB.ce, and explain to me whether they are true or false, 
I mean to be very particular on the receipt of them to have an exact account 
taken of each book, and seal them in such a manner that no papers may be 
made away with. As they are got ready I wUl deliver them for investigation to 
the gentlemen you have appointed. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, 

Hon’bib Sib and Sies, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Mooeshbdabad, ■) C. GOEING. 

The 17th May 1775. j 


P.S . — Enclosed is a letter the Nabob has this instant desired me to for- 
ward you. 


iProm the Nabob Mobarek-itl-Dowlah, received 21st May. 


Tour Excellency’s letter informing me that the gentlemen of the Council 
having conceived an opinion that some irregularities had been committed in 
the making up the accounts of my household, and in the management of my 
affairs, and having judged it advisable for the interest and credit of my house 
to remove the Begum from the charge of affairs during the enquiry into the 
said accounts, they have thought proper to depute Mr. Goring, a gentleman of 
high rank and character in the service, to carry their intentions into execution ; 
and placiag an entire confidence on the fidelity and attainment of my Dewan, 
Eaja Gourdas, they have reposed the trust and care of my affairs and household 
to him during the enquiry : that you therefore advise me to pay attention to 
his counsel, and that you doubt not but he will conduct himself in a manTiPr 
which will be very agreeable to me, as it is your earnest wish to shew me at all 
times the great regard you entertain for me, was delivered to me by Mr. Go- 
ring on the 16th instant (17th May) and I received the greatest pleasure from 
the perusal of it. 

The Gentlemen of the Council have acted very properly in the affair, and 
I cannot express the greatness of my obligations to them for their kindness to 
me., ^ May the Almighty reward them fpr it by long preserving to them the 
blessing of prosperity. Mr. Goring’s visit to me gave me the greatest pleasure. 


♦ CmaCTnnana. Khansaman corruptly CouBummah, and Ponsamman, H. (probably feom Zhoan pronounced ZMn 
a tray and Samati efcects) A ]ionse*steward or bntler. Wilson's- ** Glossary of ludiau Terms.” * 
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Immediately on his arrival I assembled all the officers of the Consum- 
mana, N izamnt, and Bhela in his presence. All the papers and accounts are 
now under seal, and the greatest care is taken to secure them. The Begum is 
removed from the management of affairs. God willing, this enquiry will be 
conducted in the best and most eligible manner for the advantage and re- estab- 
lishment of the afiairs of the Nizamut, and whatever is carried into execution 
by the advice of Raja Gourdas will be for the best. As the said Raja is ever 
anxious that the affairs of the Company and of my Government should be con- 
ducted in the most advantageous manner, there is no doubt but his advice will 
be perfectly agreeable to me. 


To 

The Hon^ble "Wakben Hastings, Governor-General, and the Gentlemen of the Council, 
Fort William. 

Hon’bIiE Sib a.nd Sibs, — A complaint was this day preferred to the 
Nabob by Emuz Ally Khan, nephew to the late Consumma, Nasarallah Khan, 
who died some time ago. As it was a matter belonging to the Consummana I 
was present at it, and by the decree given on the report of the Bewan, which I 
now enclose, together with the copies of the several depositions of the parties 
concerned, the Nabob thought proper to confine the defendant, Etwar Ally 
Khan, chief manager of the deposed Begum, till orders arrive from you what 
may be done with him. Eor the particulars I beg leave to refer you to the en- 
closed papers Nos. 1-11. 

It appears from the face of the complaint that Rs. 15,000 have been 
illegally taken from the above Emuz and divided between Etwar Ally, the 
Begum, etc. 

Etwar Ally Khan, on being dismissed from the Nabob’s presence, made use 
of these remarkable words — ” I am the first person begun with, but all the ser- 
vants of the Nabob are concerned and will be hereafter called to an account.” 
On going away he requested I would allow one of my people to remain with 
him, which I have done with the Nabob’s leave and wait your further orders. 

Tomorrow I shall begin to arrange the accounts for the inspection of the 
gentlemen you appointed to receive them ; there is a prodigious heap, and I fear 
it will take up a considerable time before I shall be able to get through with 
them. The Begum defers giving an answer to the Rs. 9, 69, 693, 16, 6| till they 
have been inspected. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, 

Hon’ble Sib anh Sibs, 

Your most obedient and and humble servant, 

Moobshedabad, ■) 0. GORING. 

The 21st May 1775. } 


To-— The Hon’ble Waeeen Hastings, Governor- General and Supreme Council at Fort 
William. 

Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, — Enclosed I send you an account of several sums 
given by the Begum. It is under her seal, and was delivered me by the Nabob 
in her apartments. 

I am. 

The 22nd May 1775. Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 
C. GORING. 

T.S . — ^The Begum has made herself answerable to the Nabob for any 
sums that may be due to him by Etwar Ally Oawn, and the Nabob has thought 
proper to release him from confinement. 


383 
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Memorandum o£ ;disbursements to English gentlemen from the Nabob^s Sircar in the Bengal 

year 1179. 


Seal o£ Manny Begum, 
mother of the Nabob 
Nudjeem-ud- 
Dowlab, 
deceased. 


Es. 

To the Governor Mr. Warren Hastings for an entertainment . 1,50,000 

To Mr. Middleton on account of an agreement entered into by 

the Bahoo Begum ....... 1,50,000 

3,00,000 


Dated the 21st of Bulhee-uUAwul or 22nd May. 


To— The Hon^ble Waebbn Hastings, Govermr- General and Supreme Council at Fort 
William, 

Hon’ble Sib, and Sibs, — I am desired by tbe Nabob (and Eaja Gourdas) 
to acquaint you that there is not a rupee in his treasury, though he has de- 
mands on biTTi to a very considerable amount. 

I am, 

Hon’blb Sib and Sibs, 

Tour most obedient and humble servant, 

The 22nd May 1775. C. GOEING. 


Before the Board proceed to take the above letters into consideration, read the following 
letter from the Resident at the Darbar 

To — The Hon’ble Wabken Hastings, Governor-General and Council, Fort William, 

Hon’blb Sib & Sibs,— I am favoured with your letter .of the 27th ultimo. 
Your commands regarding the court of the Nabob shall be duly attended to, 
and I shall ' take care to give you the earliest information of all such occur- 
rences as are in any manner, and where your interposition and authority -ma y 
be more immediately necessary. 

I have herewith the pleasure of transmitting you an account of the ba- 
lances due to the Nabob, the Begum, &e., from the time of my taking charge of 
the Darbar up to the 6th of this month. The several stipends and pensions 
have been usually supplied by monthly .payments in proportion to their whole 
amount, whenever there was sufficient cash in the treasury at Moorshedabad to 
admit of it, otherwise by drafts from the Eesident on the Dinagepore Council, 
or the Nabob and his family were obliged to receive such parts only of these 
monthly proportions as could then be given to them, and wait for such further 
advances from the treasury as could occasionally be made from the amount of 
the collections. This wiQ explain to you the nature of the balances, and account 
for their irregularity ; in future the particular days on which any payments are 
made shall be specified, together with the sums to each person in the monthly 
Darbar treasury accounts. 

His Excellency the Nabob Mubarek-ul-Dowlah is not quite seventeen 
years of age. "With respect to his character and disposition, I have, as yet, had 
but few opportunities of making any remarks on his conduct, or of collecting 
sufficiently from my own observation to form an adequate judgement of either 
S8i 
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but if tbe general satisfaction expressed by bis people and the concurrent appro- 
bation of those more immediately about his person can be received as argu- 
ments in his favour, his character stands fair and unblemished, and the 
mildness of his temper Trill alirays secure it from censure. Those great dis- 
advantages, however, which the Nabob may be supposed to have laboured 
under from the little attention that was given to his education before his acces- 
sion to the masnad are not entirely removed, nor can it be conceived that they 
should in so short a time, even by the most indefatigable pains and application 
to study ; his understanding, though naturally good, requires yet more improve- 
ment, and to be more enlarged I should apprehend before he can be thought 
capable of taking on himself the management of his revenue and the direction 
of his affairs. His studies hitherto have been confined to the knowledge of the 
Persian language, and such accomplishments as are usually sought after by 
persons of his rank. Having never been instructed in any of the duties 
peculiar to his station in life, or expressed an inclination to be made acquainted 
with the direction of his own affairs, both his youth and inexperience seemed 
to urge the necessity of continuing them some time longer under the manage- 
ment and inspection of some able and judicious person. The Begum, to whom 
this charge was originally given, has conducted herself with such propriety and 
so much to the satisfaction of the Nabob, that he has frequently expressed his 
approbation in terms of affection, and acknowledged the obligations he owes to 
her care and attention to his interests, adding that it relieved him from a great 
deal of trouble and anxiety, and that he did not at present wish to remove the 
authority from her, and take it upon himself, while he knew he was incapable 
of transacting the business so well, and had no intelligent person at his court on 
whose advice he could depend, or who could afford him any assistance at a time 
when he should stand in so much need of it. 

These sentiments of the Nabob, delivered at a time when he might reason- 
ably suppose it would soon be put in his power to shake off the yoke if he 
found it^disagreeable, plead strongly in favour of the Begum ; and I have taken 
the liberty of mentioning them, as well to clear up any doubts that may have 
arisen to her prejudice, respecting her behaviour to the Nabob, as to evince the 
rectitude of her conduct in general ; I have no reason to believe her views are 
otherwise than honourable, or that she is actuated by any other motives than 
such as equally tend to the safety of his person, and the advancement of his 
happiness. 

As no complaints have ever been made me against any of the principal 
ofS.cers or servants of the Nizamut, I cannot accuse them of neglect of duty or 
impropriety in their behaviour. I shall pay a particular attention to your 
orders respecting their conduct, and give you the earliest information of every 
transaction that shall appear to be culpable. 

Prom all the enquiries that I have been enabled to make I cannot find out 
that any person has had access to the Begum on any real business, and she has 
assured me herself that no visits have been lately paid to her, except those of 
ceremony only, and which she has been accustomed to receive from those 
gentlemen who had before paid the same compliment to the Nabob. If it is 
your pleasure to have a list of these, I shall take care to transmit one regularly. 
At the same time I shall pay the strictest attention to the instructions contained 
in the latter paragraph of your letter relative to any secret negotiations which 
may be carrying on at the Nabob’s court, and I shall use my endeavours to 
make myself acquainted with all matters of business transacted there and 
acquaint you accordingly, 

I have communicated both to the Nabob and Begum your instruction 
regarding, the mode of application to the present Government, and the man- 
ner of transmitting their address, which will be punctually complied with. 

I remain with the greatest respect, 

Hon’biiE Sie and Siks, 

Tour most obedient and humble servant, 

Mooeshedabad, \ W. B. MAKTIN, 

The 5th May 1775. ) Mesident at Moorshedabad. 

385 



22 


Ordered that the abstract account enclosed in this letter be entered after the Consultation. 

The GoYEBNOH-GrENBEAi — As the commission given to Mr. Goring was 
to receive from the Begum all the accounts of the Nizamut for eight years past, 
and to deliver them into the bands of gentlemen appointed to examine and report 
their contents to the Board, I desire that Mr. Goring may be asked in what 
manner he came by the account he has now sent in his letter of the 22nd 
instant, in which two sums only are mentioned and said to be paid to myself 
and Mr. Middleton, and on what account this partial selection was made by him, 
and to desire an explanation from the Begum of the sum laid to my charge, and 
that he will ask the Nabob or the Begum their reasons for delivering this 
separate account. 

Ms. Francis— I think that Mr. Goring should be directed to inform the 
Board whether the delivery of this paper was accompanied by any explanation 
from the Nabob or the Begum, and if it was that he would state every circum- 
stance to us. 

Mb. Baewell has no objections to the Governor’s motion. 

COLONEii Monson — I think Mr. Goring should acquaint the Board, if the 
Begum gave any explanation of the account, and what passed between her and 
him when the Nabob gave the account to him. As for the intention of the 
Nabob or Begum in delivering, I think it impossible that Mr Goring can be 
acquainted with it, unless they have communicated their sentiments to him. 
On this subject Mr. Goring has already acquainted the Board how he came by 
the paper. I therefore think it uimecessary to apply to him further on that 
head, and it appears to me that the account is already explained, but if the 
Governor-General desires it, the Begum may be asked for a more minute 
explanation. 

General Olavering — I think that Mr. Goring should be applied to, to 
inform the Board whether the Nabob or Mony accompanied the account 
delivered to him by any circumstances, as the Persian word “ Zeafut ” is said to 
signify entertainment, and as from the declaration of Mony Begum it appears 
that this money was given to the Governor when he was at the city, settling the 
affairs of the Nizamut, I think it is most probable that it must be the same 
sum of a lac and a half of which Maharaja Nundcomar speaks in his letter to 
this Board on the 8th March last in the following words: — 

The Governor Mr. Hastings on the month Assar 1179 went from Cal- 
cutta to Moorshedabad. He remained about three months at Cossimbazar and 
sometimes went into the Nabob’s palace. After Mr. Hastings returned from 
Moorshedabad to Calcutta, Mony Begum said to Raja Gourdas : — “ Write word 
to Maharaja Nundcomar that it is proper and requisite to give one lack and 
fifty thousand rupees to the Governor, and beg of Maharaja to ask the Governor 
whether it shall be sent in ready money or by a bill of exchange.” I accord- 
ingly asked Mr. Hastings, who answered “ 1 have connections of trade in that 
part of the country, let the money be paid to Nurr Sing, Cantoo’s brother, who 
is at Cossimbazar.” In consequence of which I wrote to Raja Gourdas and 
Mony Begum that they should deliver the money to Nurr Sing, Oantoo’s 
brother. Mony Begum, with Raja Gourdas’ knowledge, in the month of Aughan 
1179 paid this money to the Governor Mr. Hastings by means of Nurr Sing, 
aforesaid, from under the care of Chyten Ahu, cash-keeper to the Behailah 
Rl,50,000.” And therefore I am of opinion that Mr. Goring’s instructions 
on this subject should be confined to every circumstance that passed on that 
occasion. 


Agreed that Mr. Goring be directed to inform the Board of every circum- 
stance which attended the delivery of the paper, and if any explanation was given 
by the Nabob or the Begum of these papers, to report the whole relation, 
to require of the Begum a particular explanation of the payment said to be 
made to the Governor-General. 

^e Governor-General desires that Mr. Goring may be desired to request 
that the Begum will deliver her explanation in writing. 

Agreed to direct Mr Goring to act accordingly. 
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Besolved that in answer to the paragraph of the letter from Mr. Goring, 
dated l7th instant, wherein he mentions an application from Moolchund to the 
Supreme Court for a writ for seizing the Nabob’s person, we can only say, that 
as ~we do not think the Nabob in any shape amenable to the jurisdiction of 
that Court, we must leave it to him and his ministers to pursue such measures 
as they may think advisable for supporting His Excellency’s dignity in ease any 
attempt should be made to offer an insult to his person. That we desire, however, 
Mr. Goring may caution the Nabob not to suffer any violence to be offered to 
the officer who may attempt to serve the writ. 

Mr. Barwell enters the following dissent : “ I do not perceive the necessity 
for or reason for this part, or whether the occasion mentioned in Mr. Goring’s 
letter was of so pressing and important a nature as to render it proper for him 
to take any notice of it to us, or intimate to the Nabob, if he has done it, whether 
he would address us affecting the powers of the Court over the Subah’s person. 
I do not know whether Mr. Goring has expressed a doubt to the Subah, but 
from the tenour of his letters I have great reason to suspect it. However this 
may be, I think it improper to give our advice to the Subah in what manner he 
should act upon an occasion which possibly may never occur. It is presupposing 
that attempt may be made to treat him with indignity. If the Company are 
to stand forth between the Nabob and any exercise of power in the Supreme 
Court it can be done at the period of time such interposition becomes necessary. 
If the Subah himself has the right of opposing the Judicature, in such instances, 
it may be exerted, that should be left entirely to himself and to his ministers.” 

General Olavbeing — Mr. Goring’s letters appear to be only a simple 
report to the Board of the apprehensions the Nabob seemed to be in of being 
arrested. I understand that he had already applied to Mr. Earrer for his advice 
how he should proceed if such an attempt was made upon him. It will appear 
upon our records that the apprehensions of the Nabob are not entirely ground- 
less since similar attempts upon the zemindars of this country have been made, 
and they have been dragged to Calcutta in consequence thereof. If the receiv- 
ing a stipend from the Company be deemed sufficient reason for arresting a 
zemindar, equally it may be considered as valid to offer an insult to the Nabob ; 
when the insult is once offered it will be too late for the Government to inter- 
pose. If I do not mistake Mr. Barwell was of this Board and gave his opinion 
for an order to be sent to the Council of Dacca to instruct Caja Oavorke, an Arme- 
nian, not to obey a writ of Habeas Corpus directed to him from the Supreme 
Court. I cannot help therefore thinking that an instruction to Mr. Goring as 
now proper to be given to him for the information of the Nabob as it was 
several months ago to the Dacca Council to instruct Caja Oavorke that he was 
no wise subject to the Supreme Court, though I understand he has been since 
made subject to it by one or more processes at law against him by Mr. 
Barwell. 

Besolved that the salary lately allowed to Mony Begum as guardian to 
the Nabob do cease on that day on which she was divested of her employment, 
and that this salary be in future a saving to the Company, and that these resolu- 
tions be communicated to the Resident at the Darbar, and as a charge of having 
received rupees three thousand appeared against him in one of the enclosures 
sent down by Mr. Goring that he be called upon to justify himself of this 
charge. 


Secret Dept. Eort William, the 31st May 1775. 

At a Ootjncil, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 
Lieutenant-General J ohn Clavbring. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Riohabu Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Eranois, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 25th instant. 

18 P. D. 
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Received the following letters and enclosures from the President and Council at Bombay. 

Hon’ble Sib. and Gentlemen, — In onr address of the 31st December last, 
which has been already transmitted in triplicate, we acquainted you with every- 
thing needful from this Department, as well with regard to the ^ attack of Sal- 
sette, as to the negociation depending with Haghoha, the rightful Supreme 
Governor of the Mahratta Empire. "We have been since favoured with your 
letter in your Secret Department of the 16th of January, to which our above- 
mentioned address, we flatter ourselves, will he considered by you as a full and 
satisfactory reply. 

Shortly after the date of that address, Eaghoba with his army arrived at 
Bradera, not very far from Surat ; the negotiation with him was continued 
through the Chief of Surat, in the manner he before acquainted you that we pro- 
posed doing, and at length was brought so near to a conclusion that we had 
transmitted from hence a treaty on the terms we proposed, and had every reason 
to believe that it would be directly executed; jewels to the amount of six lacks 
of rupees were deposited by Eaghoba, and the necessary sunuds were delivered 
for the several districts and territories the Company were to be entitled to in 
virtue of the treaty, and of the assistance that agreeable to the treaty we were 
to afford him. 

Our forces accordingly proceeded from hence to Surat that they might be 
ready to proceed from thence to join his army as soon as the treaty was actually 
concluded, and we had great reason to hope that the war between Eaghoba and 
the ministerial party, through the assistance of Company’s forces, would 
speedily have been brought to a happy and glorious issue, by which, when accom- 
plished, the Company will become quiet possessors of sundry districts and pergxm- 
nahs, whose annual revenue will amount to near 20 lacks of rupees, and by 
wMch we hope this Presidency may be enabled to maintain itself, and relieve you 
from the burden of sending us large annual supplies. And to add to our satis- 
faction about this time some material advantage was gained by. Eaghoba over 
the enemy’s army. 

This pleasing prospect was, however, for a short time clouded ; the minis- 
terial party possibly learning that Eaghoba was on the eve of concluding a 
treaty with the Company that would most probably overset their ambitious hopes 
of subduing him, corrupted, as it is supposed, a part of his forces, mostly 
Arabs, on whom he placed considerable reliance, and where he himself was 
posted; they then attacked that quarter with the strength of their army, 
Eaghoba seeing in the midst of the battle that the Arabs neglected to do their 
duty, and then not knowing how far the treachery had spread, or whom in this 
emergency to. trust, precipitately fled from the fleld, with about one thousand 
horse only, towards Cambay. 

The Nabob of this place, seeing his situation and dreading the power of his 
enemies, refused to admit him. He then made the best of his way towards 
Bownagur, where he luckily met. with one of our gallivats, embarked on board 
her, and on the 23rd ultimo arrived at Surat, where the Chief received him 
and entertained him as a friend and ally to the Company. 

Notwithstanding this alarming step, it shortly appeared to us (Mr. Draper 
excepted, who has given his reasons in writing for differing with us in 
opinion as per copy enclosed) that Eaghoba’s affairs were not nearly in the 
desperate situation there was at flrst reason to fear. Two principal Chiefs, Con- 
de Eow and Gobind Eow, with many of his great officers, remain firm ’to his 
interest, and have collected an army to the number of twenty-five thousand men, 
mostly horse, within 40 coss of Cambay ; many others are also likely soon to 
join him. We therefore esteem it our indispensable duty not to give up the 
great advantages that were to be reaped by the Company from the treaty * 
when so fair an opportunity offered of retrieving his affairs by sendino" our 
forces to Cambay to join his army. Eaghoba earnestly pressed us to this step 
and we have little doubt when a junction is once effected, but that success will 
a^nd their operations. Our forces proceeded accordingly, and arrived at 
Cambay the 17th instant. 

4 . 1 . • Lieutenant Colonel-Keating, the commanding officer of 

this detachment, proper instructions for bis conduct; have enjoined him to 
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observe the utmost prudence of circumspectioHj and never to engage in measures 
beyond bis own power to retrieve. 

On the 6tb instant, while Ragboba was yet at Surat, he executed the 
treaty to the Company ; the Chief also executed one to him, which has been 
since ratified and confirmed by us, an attested copy of which we transmit your 
honour, &c., inclosed for your full information, and we hope it will meet with 
your entire approbation. 

Por the want of a sufficient military force we were under a necessity of 
stipulating, that a less number should at first proceed than was originally in- 
tended, as your honour, &c., will observe by the treaty ; but the President and 
Council at Port St. George, having with great readiness complied with our 
request for troops from thence, and two companies of European infantry being 
actually arrived here, and a battalion of their sepoys being shortly expected, 
we therefore resolved to complete the detachment of two thousand five hundred 
men, the number first proposed ; and the remainder accordingly now proceeds 
to Surat, from whence they will embark for Cambay to join the former 
detachment. And as the different persons who form the ministerial party are 
reported to be very much divided amongst themselves, and that Madgee Sindy 
has actually deserted their cause, and others it is expected will very shortly fall 
from them, we therefore have reason to hope that Ragboba may in a short 
time be able to reduce them all to their due obedience to him. 

We are, &c., &c., 

Bombay Castle, W. Hornby, 

The 3l^t March 1773. J Trcsidevt 8co., Council. 


2^otb. — T he treaty is to be found in Vol. III. and page 24 of Aitchison's Treaties, and in Vol. I., page 211, 
Selections from State Papers, Bombay (Mahratta Series). 


To — The Hon’btj! William Homjby, President, &c.. Members of the Select Committee at 
Bombay. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sies, — I am concerned that after concurring with you 
in the whole progress of the negotiations with Ragboba, and likewise in every 
measure relative to the intended expedition for the re-estahlishing him in the 
Government at Poona, I should think myself under the necessity of dissenting 
to the resolution you came to the 7th instant for ordering our troops to pro- 
ceed on the expedition in conjunction with Raghoha, as soon as he may have 
ratified the treaty and have given us sufficient satisfaction relative to the 
payment of the monthly allowance for defraying the charges of the expedition 
agreeable to the minutes of that day. As I conceive that in consequence of 
Raghoha having so lately been routed and fled from his army to Surat, attended 
only by an inconsiderable quantity of followers, that there is a great alteration 
for the worse in the state of his affairs to what it was about the middle of last 
month, on our troops leaving Bombay, when, according to the advices we then 
had, he was at the head of so numerous an army as to have lately engaged the 
ministerial troops more than once with success, whereas from the intelligence 
in general we have since received from Surat, Broach, and Cambay, the forces 
of which his army was composed are still dispersed at a considerable distance 
from Cambay, and in my opinion any large number of them rerassemhling and 
acting with the necessary spirit and firmness is become very doubtful, espe- 
cially as the Company’s credit (as to immediately raising cash) as well as his, 
is now very unfortunately known to be at a low ebb at Surat, I cannot, there- 
fore, but consider the resolution Your Honour, &c., came to the 7th instant as 
premature, and of course that it would have been more advisable to have post- 
poned it, if necessary, about twenty days, as I, cannot but think that by so 
doing we might be qualified to come to a proper determination on very 
weighty an affair, both to the Hon’ble Company’ and Raghoha, especially for the 
following reasons : — 

Istly. — Because, that by the above time we may reasonably hope to have a 
pretty certain account what number of Raghoha’s forces may be able and wil- 
ling to join him, and whether he may have anyr tolerable prospect of paying 
them so long as our troops may be supposed to act jointly with him. • 
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2ndly . — That may like-wise, by the above time, hope to be at a certainty 
about the squadron with the expected reinforcement of troops from Madras, 
also the expected supply of money from Bengal, the former of which -wmuld 
enable us to determine whether it would have been best that the present small 
body of the Hon’ble Company’s forces under Lieutenant-Colonel Keating, con- 
sisting of about 1,500 men, should or should not proceed with B.aghoba without 
waiting for the reinforcement, considering the difficulty and risk of their effec- 
ting a junction afterwards. And the supply of money would enable us to 
relieve the Company’s pressing necessities at Surat without having recourse to 
the pledging of Raghoba’s jewels, or lowering the present very disadvantageous 
rate of exchange with Bengal, and also put the demands of our troops on a 
certainty of being answered, without which I apprehend very serious conse- 
quences may ensue. 

Srdly . — That should Cambay then on the whole be thought the most eligible 
place for our and Raghoba’s troops assembling at, the season might permit of 
it, and in the same time Raghoba’s friends, wherever situated, could have no 
doubt from the continuance of our forces with him at or near Surat, that 
they were kept in readiness to prosecute his cause, even though it might 
then be judged advisable in order to be joined by the Madras troops, to have 
deferred proceeding with the expedition till after the rains. 

4thly — Because I am of opinion that with Raghoba’s concurrence at least 
the expedition had better be so deferred than prosecuted at this juncture, 
without a very reasonable prospect of their being able to carry him to Poona 
before the rains ; and in which case the troops might remain at or near Surat, 
thereby affording full protection to that settlement and Broach, and be very 
serviceable, I conclude, in recovering the revenues of the districts to be ceded 
to- the Company, conformable to the 11th article of the treaty, particularly those 
on account the monthly allowance j and during the rains I imagine good offers 
might be made Raghoba and us by the ministerial party for accommodating 
matters, if he and we should think proper to attend to them. 

These were the principal reasons for my dissenting to Tour Honor’s, &c., 
above-mentioned resolution ; but in case Raghoba and our troops should be 
enabled to set out from Surat agreeable thereto, which in consequence of 
Raghoba’s late defeat appears to be rather improbable. Your Honor, &c., have 
my best wishes that your expectations therein may be fully answered. 

Being with respect. 

DANIEL DRAPER. 

Bombay Castle, \ 

The 11th March 1775. J 

A true copy, 

OHAS. SKIPP, 

Seer etary, S, C. 


Ordered that the letter agreed upon to he written in cypher to the President and Council 
at Bombay at the last Consultation be now withheld. 

The Govemor-G-eneral begs leave to record the following minute upoh 
the subject of the above letter 

The mtelligence conveyed in these dispatches appears of such great im- 
poitanoe to the general mterMts of the Company, that I think it hSombent 

on me to offer my partiomar sentiments prerious to the deliberation of the 
Board, upon it. 

adopted by the Presidency of Bombay bad been attended 
with any d^isive effects I should not have judged it necessary for this Board 

TnS fr. approbation upon them ; but, on the contrary, I am 

^ eetee that I see a tendency in them to a very extensive and indefi- 
of ^roubles m this Government, and aU the connections of the 
eventual involved. I think, therefore, it becomes 
fbA ^ to interfere in such a manner as either to put a total stop to 

the ope^Uons, or to mark the degree of our acquiescence in them. I must 
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plainly declare that I regard their conduct in this instance as unseasonable, 
impolitic, unjust, and unauthorised. 

It is unseasonable because the treaty was formed with Raghoba at a time 
in which he appears to have been totally abandoned by his former adherents. It 
was impolitic because it threw the whole burthen of the war on the Company 
without a force at the command of that Presidency equal to the undertaking, 
without money or certain resources, and because it was undertaken without 
any regard to the general interest of the other settlements of the Company in 
India. It was unjust because they had received no injury from any part of the 
Mahratta State which could authorise their interfering in their mutual dissen- 
sions, nor were under any actual ties to assist Raghoba. On the contrary, it 
appears, from their letter of the 31st December, that they were in actual treaty 
with those very powers against whom they have since declared war, and had 
even laid the foundation of it at the time in which they were making them 
offers of friendship. I quote the words of their letter as a proof of this : “ Yet 
it is the furthest from our wishes to occasion a rupture between us and the Mah- 
rattas by the steps we have been under the necessity of pursuing : the President 
therefore agreeable to our resolution will explain to the ministerial party at 
Poonah the real motives for our proceedings, and they shall be assured that in 
case they gain the advantage in the present contest by the overthrow of Raghoba 
that we shall resign the islands to them so soon as they are in a condition to 
defend them from the Portuguese, if they cannot be induced to cede them to us, 
provided also that they will give a suitable equivalent or compensation for 
them.” And in the paragraph almost immediately following they say : About 
four months ago Raghoba by means of an agent he has residing at Surat, again 
made proposals through the Chief of Surat for the assistance of a body of 
forces against his enemies the ministerial party at Poonah. As we were of 
opinion very material advantages might be derived for our hon’ble employers 
by affording him some assistance, we directed the Chief to enter upon the 
negociation and pointed the terms on which we might be induced to assist him 
with a body of Europeans, Artillery, and Infantry, and sepoys to the amount of 
about 2,500 men, which in consideration of the advantages the Company were 
to reap from the alliance we judged we might be able to spare for some few 
months on this service.” 

These opposite negociations, which must become public to the whole world, 
cannot fail to destroy that confidence which the powers of India have always 
hitherto placed in the honor and good faith of the British Government in 
India. 

It is unauthorised because it is expressly contrary to the Act of Parliament 
which declares it shall not be lawful for them “ to make any orders for com- 
mencing hostilities or declaring or making war against any Indian Princes or 
powers or for negociating or concluding any treaty of peace or other treaty with 
any such Indian Princes or powers without the consent and approbation of the 
said Governor- General and Council first had and obtained, except in such cases 
of imminent necessity as would render it dangerous to postpone such hostilities 
or treaties until the orders from the Governor- General in Council might arrive, 
and except in such cases where the said Presidents and Councils respectively 
shall have received special orders from the said TJnited Company ; and any Pre- 
sident and Council of Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, who shall offend in any 
of the cases aforesaid, shall be liable to be suspended from his or their ofBce by 
the said Governor-General and Council.” The exceptions above specified will 
nowise apply to the present case. They were in no actual danger, nor had 
they even the plea of a favorable crisis, the advantage of which might be lost 
by missing the instant opportunity to seize it. I do not therefore hesitate to 
pronounce that they have been guilty of a direct infringement pf the Act of 
Parliament and the authority of this Government founded. upon it. 

Having thus declared my opinion on the measure itself I am compelled to 
add my equal disapprobation of the manner in which they have copanienced the 
prosecution of it. By the removal of their forces to so great a distance bpth from 
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the centre of their own possessions and from the capital of the Mahratta State 
which I conceive ought to liave been the immediate and principal object of such 
an enterprise, they have laid the foundation of an indefinite war, depending on 
a series of unconnected operations, each liable to be frustrated by a variety of 
probable accidents against which it does not appear that they have made any 
provision. 

On the whole I offer it as my opinion that we ought to protest against the 
treaty formed by the Presidency of Bombay as invalid, and against the war 
as dangerous, impolitic, and unauthorsied. 

Although I am thus clear in my opinion of what is past, I confess I have 
doubts of the part which this Government ought to take with respect to the 
future. It is impossible to conjecture, amidst such a variety of probable contin- 
gencies and under our total ignorance of their plan of operations what turn 
affairs may have taken or what may be their actual state at the time our orders 
may arrive. It is certainly to be wished they could be replaced on the same 
footing on which they were before their engagement with Kaghoba, but this 
is now impossible, and to withdraw abruptly after having entered into posi- 
tive engagements^ with one party and offended the other, perhaps beyond the 
hopes of reconciliation, may be attended with greater danger than prosecuting 
the original design and even with national dishonour. I can therefore only 
venture to propose that the President and Council of Bombay be peremptorily 
enjoined to cancel the treaty with. Raghoba, and to withdraw the detachment 
immediately to their own possessions by whatever means may be in their power, 
unless any of the following cases shall have occarred,^>is. — 

— That they shall have obtained any decisive advantage over the 

enemy. 

2nd. — -That the detachment shall have proceeded to such a distance or be 
in such a situation as to make it dangerous either to retreat or not to go on. 

3rd, — That a negotiation shall have taken place between Raghoba and his 
opponents, in consequence of the support afforded by this alliance. 

These I conceive to be all the cases of necessity which must compel them 
to persevere, and which I must recommend to be made exceptions to the General 
Order. I can form the idea of many others, but I dare not propose them ; to mul- 
tiply exceptions would tend to frustrate our intentions, and I allude to these 
only to shew the unfortunate dilemma to which we are reduced, that we must 
either proceed with danger or retreat -with disgrace, and have no option but 
that of the least evil. 

J.X. Board, concurring in the opinion of the Governor- General, excepting 
the articles of reservation with respect to the recall of the forces from their 
expedition to Cambay. 

•XI question is put whether the recall of the troops shall be ordered 

without any specific exceptions. 

Mr. Francis I agree entirely with the Governor-General in disapprov- 
ing the conduct of the Government of Bombay, and in protesting against all 
the consequences which may attend it. I think that their engaging the Com- 
pany s troop in distant inland expeditions, especially without any determinate 
object fOT their operations, or limitation of time for their service*, ought not to 
receive the least puntenance or authority from us ; and that we ought to insist 
upon their recalling the troops without any consideration but that oi their safe 


Mr. Barwbll— I think not. 

the sS^^^t^oTtheToopr^ consideration of 

abov^Semd. ^S^ees with Mr. Francis in the whole of his opinion 

whi^'h ^ think not. I should propose the exceptions 

I^2d that preceding minute, which I laid before the Board. 

recalled without auy exception but the 
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General Clavering — I propose that a paragraph he inserted in tne let- 
ter to Bombay to acquaint the Government there that as we have directed 
them to quit their engagements with Baghoba and to withdraw their forces 
from him into their own garrisons, and as it is not lawful for them either to 
negociate or conclude any treaty of peace or other treaty with any Indian 
Prince or power without the consent of the Governor- General and Council, we 
will endeavour to open a negociation with the governing TVJahratta power at 
Poona, for the re-establishment of a peace with that State upon the most 
advantageous terms we can for the Government at Bombay, and the other set- 
tlements of the Company in India. 

But in case we are not able to open such a negotiation with the Mahratta 
State at Poona that we do empower them to do it. In the first place to refer 
the negotiation to us, but if that should not be found practicable, then to con- 
clude a treaty of peace with the ruling power of the Mahratta State at Poona 
upon the most advantageous terms, having always in view the obtaining the 
Islands of Salsette, &c., of which they are in actual possession for the Company. 

Resolved that a negotiation be aocordiogly opened with the Regent at 
Poona, and that notice thereof be given to the President and Council at Bombay 
with directions to encourage and receive any pacific overtures which may be 
made to them, and to hold as their first objects an immediate cessation of arms 
with the Mahrattas and a confirmation of the Islands of Salsette and Bassein 
to the Company. 

Resolved that the following letter be written in cypher and despatched in 
triplicate by different conveyances to Bombay: — 


To — The Hon^ble William: Horkbt, President, &c.. Council at B^mhaj'. 

Gentlemen, — We have received yours of the 31 st March, with the copy 
of your treaty with Raghoba enclosed and the advices of your subsequent- 
operations. 

Our duty imposes upon us the painful necessity of declaring that we 
totally condemn the measures which you have adopted ; that we hold the 
treaty which you have entered into with Raghob invalid ; and the war which 
you have undertaken against the Mahratta State impolitic, dangerous, un- 
authorised, and unjust ; both are expressly contrary to the late Act of Parlia- 
ment, and you have imposed on yourselves the charge of conquering the whole 
Mahratta Empire, for a man who appears incapable of affording effectual 
assistance in it. The plan which you have formed, instead of aiming at a 
decisive conquest, portends an indefinite scene of troubles,without an adequate 
force, without money, or certain resources to extricate you from them, nor 
have you the plea either of injury sustained from the party which you have, 
made your enemy, or of any prior obligation to defend the man whose cause 
you have exposed ; we solemnly protest against you for all the consequences, 
and peremptorily require you to withdraw the Company’s forces to your own 
gamsons in whatsoever state your affairs may be, unless their safety may be 
endangered by an instant retreat ; we leave the means of effecting this to you, 
hut shall expect your punctual compliance with our commands. 

You have neither informed us for what purpose the detachment was sent 
to a distance so remote from the obvious scene of its operations as Cambay, 
nor wbat plan you had concerted for their subsequent progress. You have not 
informed us of the situation of the places assigned you for payment of the 
subsidy, in whose possession they were, from whom they were to be either 
peaceably surrendered or taken by force, nor o£ the amount of the ceded island, 
all which points we conceive to be essentially necessary for our information. 

In the dangerous consequences which we apprehend from the state in 
which you have placed the Company’s affairs in your quarter, we scarce ad- 
vert to any part of your conduct which respects merely the formal line of your 
duty, yet as this Government has been charged by a solemn Act of the Legisla- 
ture itself, with the general interests of the Company in India and armed with 
a control over the other Presidencies, we cannot pass by without notice the 
entire disregard which you appear to have shewn to our authority. 
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For the past we content ourselves with leaving to you the responsibility 
of your own actions, hut for the future in cases of the like inattention on your 
part, after the peremptory injunctions which we have found it necessary to 
prescribe for your conduct, we shall deem ourselves accountable, if we neglect 
to exercise the powers vested in us by the Act of Parliament for the support of 
the authority committed to us. 

In order that nothing may be omitted on our part to extricate you from 
any difficulties to which your immediately relinquishing your engagement 
with Raghoba may expose you, it is our intention to open a negociation wdth 
the ruling party of the Mahratta State at Poona as soon as possible; w'e shall 
advise you of the measures we take for this purpose ; in the mean 
time we direct you to receive and encourage any pacific overtures 
that may be proposed to you, making the instant cessation of arms, and a con- 
firmation of your possession of the Islands of Salsette and Bassein your first 
object ; but you are not to aim at more extensive acquisitions, nor conclude 
any definitive treaty without our approbation. 

We are, &c., &o. 

The Goveenoe-Gbneeal— I must inform the Board that the person whom 
the ministerial party at Poona have constituted the Peishwa or prime minister 
of the Mahratta State in the place of Raghoba is an inf ant, and that the man who 
I understood has the chief conduct of their affairs is Suckeeram Baboo. I 
would recommend to the Board that a letter be addressed to this person signify- 
ing to him the sentiments and intention of the Board previous to the proposed 
negociations, which, if agreed to, I move that the following draft be written to 
him to that effect : — 

“ Understanding that the chief administration of the Mahratta State is in 
your hands, I have judged it expedient to address you upon the subject of the 
transactions which have lately passed between your Government and that of 
the English Company at Bombay. I am informed by letters from the Gover- 
nor and Council of that place that they have entered into an offensive alliance 
with Raghoba and sent a large military force to support him in his pretensions 
to the Peishwaship of the Mahratta State. As this is contrary to the orders of 
the Company, which expressly enjoin the strictest forbearance of every act 
wMch may lead their servants to become the aggressors in any wars or disputes 
with the powers of India, and to the commands of the Ring of Great Britain my 
master, by which the other Governments and settlements of the Company ai^ 
prohibited from forming treaties or engaging in hostilities without the previous 
concurrence of the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, orders have 
therefore heen sent from myself and the Council aforesaid to the Governor and 
Council of Bombay to withdraw the forces which they have detached to the 
assistance of Raghoba, and to desist from aU further acts of hostility with any 
party of the Mahratta nation unless in cases in which they shall be compelled 
to it in their own defence. And it is my intention to depute a proper and trusty 
person to Poona, which being the seat of the Mahratta empire is also contiguous 
to Bombay, to treat with you concerning the points of difference subsisting 
between the Government of Poona and that of Bombay, and to establish the 
conditions of a future peace and lasting friendship between both. 

I shall wait for your answer to this letter before I give the Deputy his 
d^patcbes, that I may be first assured it will be agreeable to you to receive 
him, ^d in the mean time I hope you wiU give orders for the cessation of all 
hostilities on your part with the forces of the English Company that no impe- 
diment may remain to the proposed pacification. 

I have written this solely with a view to the restoration of peace and 
friendship with your nation, and the preservation of good order and consistency 
in the affairs of the English Company who are subject to my charge. From the 
report which has been universally made to me of your wisdom I have the 
great^t reliance on your disposition to second with heartiness my endeavours, 
that neither you nor I may be to blame if the event should not prove answerable 
to them;’* 

gQ * G<>TOTnmeni; of Mia Central Printing 18 P. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 6th to 26th June 

1775. 


Secret Dept. Port "Williairij the 6th June 1775. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Olavering. 

The Hon^ble George Monson. 

Kichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation o£ the 31st ultimo. 


Mr. Prancis moves that the sense of the Board may be taken whether upon 
occasion of the signal service rendered by Mr. Bristow to the Company in 
concluding a treaty with the Nabob of Oude by which the Company gain an 
additional revenue ‘of nearly 30 lacks per annum, some reward ought not to he 
given him ? 

Mr. Prancis thinks there ought. 

Mr. Barwell thinks the same. 

Colonel Monson the same, and that it ought to be 1 lack of rupees includ- 
ing his contingent account. 

General Clavering thinks that some reward should be allowed him. 

The Governor-General has no objection to the motion of Mr. Prancis. 

Mr. Prancis — I think that Mr. Bristow’s service deserves a lack, and 
that a conditional bond bearing interest at 5 per cent, from the signature of the 
treaty by the Nabob should be given him subject to the final approval of the 
Court of Directors. 

Mr. Barwell — I have no objection to the reward being fixed to a lack 
of rupees, though the public advantages derived might with great propriety 
allow of a larger gratuity. I think the gratuity, whatever it may be, should be 
given fully and unconditionally. I have no conception that the Court of 
Directors can disapprove of any resolution deliberately taken and calculated to 
create an emulation among the servants to raise the revenue of the Company. 

General Clavbring — I am of opinion that Mr. Bristow’s services 
deserve a reward of a lack of rupees independent of any expense that he may 
have been at in the performance of the service which he has so well executed. 
Heretofore it had been usual for the servants of the Company to obtain these 
rewards from the Princes with whom they negociated, but, as such rewards 
could not be obtained without an equivalent loss to the Company, I have no 
doubt but that if Mr. Bristow had been unfaithful to the trust reposed on him, 
he might have obtained at least three times as much from the Nabob as it is 
now proposed should be offered to him from this Board. However, as I do not 
think that the Company’s servants have a right to dispose of the public money 
in presents without the consent of the Court of Directors, I acquiesce in Mr. 
Prancis’ opinion that a conditional bond, bearing interest at 6 per cent., should 
now be given him subject to the approbation of the Court of Directors. Their 
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approbation will, I am persuaded, give a pleasure to Mr. Bristow greater than the 
receipt even of the sum itself. 

The Governor-General acquiesces in the motion in the terms of Mr. 
Francis* second minute. 


Ao'reed that a conditional bond for 1 lack of rupees, bearing interest at 5 
per cent, from the 21st May, being the day on which the treaty was signed by 
the Nabob, be drawn out in the same form as those granted about two years 
ago to Mr. Lushington and Mr. Bateman for their houses at Hougly and 
Mongheer and given to Mr. Bristow. 

Agreed that the following letter be written to Me. Bristow : — 

To — M r. John Beistow, Resident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude. 

Sir, — W e have received your letter enclosing copies of the treaty proposed 
to be entered into by the Company with the Nabob Asuph-ul-Dowlah and of 
the separate engagements executed by him. We entirely approved of every 
article in the treaty and the negoeiation of it. We have ordered two fair copies 
to be immediately engrossed in form, which we shall transmit to you as soon as 
possible with our signature and the seal of the Company affixed to each, that 
you may obtain the seal and signature of the Nabob in like manner and return 
one of them to us. 

In the meantime, however, you will directly make known to the Nabob our 
acceptance of this treaty. 

In ratifying a treaty so highly honourable and advantageous to the Com- 
pany as that which you have had the honour of concluding with the Nabob, we 
cannot, in justice to your distinguished zeal and assiduity in the course of this 
important negoeiation, omit expressing to you the highest approbation of your 
conduct and returning you our thanks for the service you have rendered to the 
Company. The terms you have obtained are so complete and satisfactory that 
they equal our warmest expectations, and you may be assured that we shall not 
ffl.i1 to represent the whole of your conduct, since your appointment, to the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors in that .favourable light in which it appears to us, 
and in which we do not doubt it will be received by the Company. 

As a further mark of our approbation we have agreed to order a bond to 
be made out in your favour for one lack of rupees, bearing interest at 5 per 
cent, from the 2l8t May, being the date of the signature of the treaty, subject 
to the final approval of the Hon’ble Court of Directors, to whom we shall recom- 
mend it as a just reward of your services. 

We understand the 6th article of the treaty to give the Company aright tb 
the payment of the subsidy in siccas of the present currency of Oude or in pure 
silver to the same amount whether the standard be hereafter altered or pay- 
ment made in any other species of rupees. You will therefore adjust all future 
accounts with the Nabob in this manner, observing that this instruction is not 
in any manner to obstruct the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty, or to 
engage you in a dispute with the Nabob, because if he should make any objec- 
tions to this mode of adjustment, we desire you will receive the payment agree- 
able to the manner which he may propose, and report the same to us for our 
determination. 

We have advised Colonel Gailliez of the treaty entered into and directed 
him to canton the troops if he has not already done it. We judge it necessary 
at the same time to caution you against admitting any part of the charges of 
this measure to be brought into the Company’s account j indeed, as the expense 
of cantonments has hitherto always been paid by the late Vizier, we have no 
doubt that the present Nabob will readily agree to it. 

Fort William, ' I 

• 'Me 6th June 1775. } 
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Secret Dept. Fort William, the 8th June 1775. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ JPresident. 
Lieutenant-General John Clayering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Kiohard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Head and approved the Consultation o£ the 6th instant. 


The following letter from Me. Justice Le Maistrb and Mr. Justice Hyde, having been. 

received, is now read 

To — The How’blb Waeren Hastings, Governor-General, and the Gentlemen of the 
Council. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — We have received your answer to our letter of 
the 10th instant, refusing to comply with our requisition to be furnished with 
copies of any minutes entered on your proceedings in which our names may have 
been mentioned, and which may relate to the' exercise of the authority vested in 
us by Elis Majesty’s charter, and which minutes we have reason to imagine have 
been sent home to England without our having had any opportunity of contro- 
verting the facts which may be there contained. You will please to observe 
that we did not give you any reason why we required to be furnished with 
those minutes, and desire to be understood that it was not with any view of 
condescending to controvert those facts before your Board, but the meaning 
we intended to convey was, that we considered your not having offered us 
copies of those papers, [the facts contained in which we might controvert (if 
we thought proper) at home], as an uncandid proceeding and a considerable 
aggravation of the secret injury which we conceive to be intended to us by 
those minutes. 

We apprehend that in a matter which concerns our own honour we are 
the properest persons to determine what are and what are. not such facts as we 
deem necessary for the purpose for which we require them. It seems sufficient 
for our requisition that we are concerned in the contents, and upon that ground 
we must beg leave to renew that requisition as a matter of decency due to our 
stations, and which was not denied to the Under-Sheriff on his examination, 
against whom we do not find there either was or could be a direct charge properly 
cognisable by your Board. With regard to that examination we say nothing 
more because he was prudent enough previously to ask, and had, our express 
permission to attend on your Board, without which we should have deemed it 
great misconduct in our officer to have given to you any account of our warrant, 
or of any orders we thought proper to give in the execution of it, and his 
attendance on your summons is to be considered as his voluntary act as he was 
by no means compelled to obey your orders. 

The copy of this examination of the Under-Sheriff, which we have seen, 
and the admission in your letter of the 22nd instant, which we have now before 
us, leaves us no room to doubt that you have thought proper to assume to your- 
selves a right of inquiry into our conduct and liberty of corresponding there- 
upon with your superiors, the Court of Directors, both of which we deem 
highly improper as it tends to weaken that independence without which it is, 
impossible to administer impartial justice. 

The characters of Supreme Magistrates are much too sacred to be a sub- 
ject of your correspondence, and more particularly for so public a correspond- 
ence as yours is with the Court of Directors, which immediately after its arrival 
necessarily beoom.es of public notoriety, and should any insinuation or reflec- 
tion on the characters of such Magistrates appear upon the face of that corre- 
spondence, we conceive it to be an offence of a very high nature much more 
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illec^al and unwarrantable than a direct charge, and a much more serious injury 
to the indiyidual, not any wise justifiable as we apprehend by the general powers 
invested in you by the Act of Parliament, and much less so by the instructions 
of your hon’ble employers who seem carefully to have avoided any interference 
with our authority. 

In support, therefore, of the dignity of the stations in which we are placed 
by His Majesty’s authority, we think it incumbent upon us to protest in the 
strongest manner against any right you may usurp to make our conduct, either 
individually or collectively, the object of your enquiry or animadversion, either by 
formal proceedings at your Board, or by words or writings to any person or persons 
whatsoever, declaring that we hold ourselves totally independent of any control, 
check, or superintendence of your Board, at all times and in all cases and circum- 
stance’s whatsoever; and should there appear upon your minutes, when they come 
to be made public, any insinuation or reflection which may throw an imputa- 
tion upon our or either of our characters, and which tends to weaken that 
respect which we ought to have in the eyes of the public, we shall hold every 
individual at your Board who joins in such defamation as personally responsi- 
ble to us to the utmost extent of the law of England. 

It would have been in vain, that the Legislature had abolished the Mayor’s 
Court as having been too liable to the influence of the late President and Council, 
if the members of the new Administration should at any time presume upon 
their weight of interest at home to intimidate the Judges from daring to act 
contrary to the wishes and inclination of the Council under the terror of secret 
and partial representations of their conduct sent home under color of informa- 
tion to the Court of Directors but in fact intended to prejudice them in the 
opinion of His Majesty’s Ministers, before whom those proceedings must neces- 
sarily be produced. 

Just and tenacious of the great purpose for which it was His Majesty’s 
pleasure to send us out to this country, neither the tumultuous clamor of the 
multitude nor the angry frown of authority shall ever move us ; and whatever 
party warmth may at any time disturb this settlement, it is our inclination as 
well as our duty to preserve the most dispassionate neutrality chiefly confining 
ourselves to the exercise of our own powers and directly pursuing the straight 
path of our duty without swerving to the right hand or to the left. 

We are, Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient servants, 

S. 0. Le MAISTRB, 

JOHN HYDE. 


Port William, ) 
The 25th May 1775. ) 


General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis proposes that the following answer be 
written to Mr. Jnstice Le Maistre and Mr. Justice Hyde. 

Gentlemen, — We have received your letter of the 26th instant. In answer 
to it we shall not imitate the style in which you have thought proper to address 
this Board, hut shall adhere strictly to that moderation which becomes our 
own dignity, and which ought to be observed in all the proceedings of public 
bodies and of individuals in high and public stations. 

We beg leave, however, to inform you that our reply to your last letter is 
not so muob intended for your satisfaction as for the clearance of our conduct 
and the information of our superiors. 

-We did not express, or intimate an expectation, that you would con- 
descend to controvert any facts contained in onr minutes before this Board. 

paper granted to the Under-Sheriff was only a copy of his own 
examination; the minutes entered on our proceedings contain the several 
opinions of the Members of the Council on the immediate subject of debate. 
They are taken for the information of the Hou’hle Court of Directors in conse- 
quence of a particular instruction, which we apprehend the law obliges us to 
obey. 
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We do not think ourselyes at liberty to grant copies of snob minutes to 
any persons who on hearing uncertain reports may conceive themselves to be 
interested therein and demand a communication of them. 

Brd . — We now understand for the first time that the Under- Sheriff is your 
officer ; we had before apprehended that he was appointed by the Sheriff, from 
whom he receives his salary ; that he was removable at the Sheriff’s discretion ; 
and that he was not a sworn officer of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

" The character of superior Magistrates are much too sacred to be a subject 
of our correspondence ” is a question we need not enter into with you, as we 
have not made your characters the subject of our correspondence. Neither will 
we suppose a case of such violent aud illegal proceeding in the Judges, collec- 
tively or individually, as might make it the indispensable duty of the executive 
power to endeavour to check them. 

At all times, however, you may assure yourselves that we shall observe 
your conduct as Magistrates with an attentive eye, and that we shall not be 
deterred by the menace which you are pleased to hold out to us from making 
a due representation to our superiors of every occurrence which may appear to 
us to affect the welfare and good government of these provinces. If we shall 
neglect this duty we know not by what means Hus Majesty’s Ministers can he 
informed of any irregularities which may hereafter be committed in the 
exercise pf the powers vested in the Supreme Court of Judicature, and which, 
according to the doctrine laid down in your letter, might be carried to the most 
dangerous excess without the possibility of any immediate restraint or future 
remedy. 

We have only to add that we wish to decline any further correspondence 
with you on the present subject. 

We are. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, humble servants. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 12th June 1776. 

At a Ootmcii/, present: 

The Hon’seb Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
Lieutenant-General John Olavering. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq., and 
Philip Francis, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 8th instant. 


The Governor-General lays before the Board the following minute and observations for their 
consideration 

The sovereignty of the zemindary of Benares and its dependencies having 
been ceded in perpetuity to the Hon’ble Company by the fifth article of the 
treaty lately formed with the Nabob Asuph-ul-Uowla, it becomes immediately, 
necessary to determine in what manner this right shall be exercised, and the 
regular payment of the revenue due from the Raja secured. 

The Governor-General moves that this subject be taken into the considera- 
tion of the Board, and submits to their correction and approval the following 
plan of a settlement with Raja Cheyt Sing, to be observed until the pleasure 
of the Company respecting it shall be known, declaring his readiness to ac- 
quiesce in any other which may be proposed on terms by which a more effectual 
50E. D. . 
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provision may be made for tbe interests of tbe Company, witbout an encroacb- 
ment on tbe just rights of tbe Raja, or tbe engagements actually subsisting 
■with bim. 

1. That Eajab Obeyt Sing shall pay to tbe Treasury of tbe Hon’ble Com- 
pany at Patna ia equal monthly payments tbe yearly rerenue of 22,48,449 
Sunwant rupees, being the sum settled with the late Nabob Sbuja Dowlah, and 
confirmed by an agreement executed by tbe said Nabob in presence of tbe Presi- 
dent of tbe late Council of Port William at Benares under date tbe 6th of 
September 1773. 

2. That tbe Eaja shall be empowered to exercise a complete and uncon- 
trolled authority over bis zemindary under tbe acknowledged sovereignty of 
the Hon’ble Company in tbe Government of tbe country dependent on him, 
in tbe collection of tbe revenues, and in tbe administration of justice. 

3. That sunnuds be granted to the Eaja specially conferring upon him 
the power of appointing officers to tbe charge of tbe Cutwally and the Mint 
of Benares, the latter to be subject to such orders and regulations as tbe Gov- 
ernor-General and Council shall at any time think it proper to decree. 

4. That in return for these concessions, and for the performance of bis 
duty as a vassal to the Company, tbe Eaja shall engage to maintain in con- 
stant pay, and ready at all times for immediate service, a body of two thousand 
horse on such a fixed estabbshment as shall be prescribed by tbe Governor- 
General and Council ; and that whenever tbe services of this corps shall be re- 
quired by the Governor-General and Council, it shall be consigned to tbe com- 
mand of such officer or officers as they shall appoint, and be allowed from tbe 
Company an additional pay or gratuity of 15 rupees per month for each private 
man, and in proportion for the officers of tbe said corps, during the time of 
such service. 

5. That while the Eaja shall continue faithful to these engagments, and 
punctual in his payments, and shall pay due obedience to the authority of this 
Government, no demands shall be made upon him by the Hon’ble Company, 
of any kind, or on any pretence whatsoever, nor shaE any person be allowed to 
interfere with his authority, or to disturb the peace of his country. 


Secret Dept. Eort William, the 16th June 1775. 

At a Council, present: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-Oeneralt President . 
Lietjtenant-Gbnbbal John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Eiohard Barwell, Esq., and 
Philip Erancis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 13th instant. 


Read the last letter dated the 18th instant. 

To— The Hon’blb Wabrbs Hasbcnqs, Governor-General, and to the rest of the Gentlemen 

of the Supreme Council at Calcutta. 

Gentlemen, — ^By the intelligence which I have just received, I learn that 
the Erench factory at Monnepore, which was blockaded by a detachment of 
your sepoys on the 23rd of last month, is stiU. surroimded by them. 

As yet nothing has happened worth being recorded in history, hut the 
preparations which are carrying on undoubtedly declare that some great proieet 
is meditating. » r j 
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I am informed that the besiegers have received a considerable reinforce- 
ment of sepoys, peons and pykes from the factory which you have in that 
place. It is therefore to be believed that with so formidable a power they will 
not fail to carry the place, whatever fine defence Mr. Sanson may make with 
two peons, his cook, and one servant, who compose the whole strength of the 
garrison. Should you take these prisoners of war, what laurels would you not 
reap, what an eternal monument of the moderation which guides your conduct. 
Our superiors in Europe, whom I shall inform of all the circumstances, shall 
also be judges, whether in the midst of peace you are authorised to attack 
(without any cause) a European nation, and if by an extravagant abuse of 
power and authority you are suffered to exercise such acts of hostility. 

You have not only failed to pay any regard to the just and reiterated 
representations which I have made you upon this important affair, but by a 
procedure at once contrary to the civilities and to the reciprocal obligations 
which nations owe one another, you keep an obstinate silence on the several 
letters I have wrote you, although they all treat of important matters and 
regarding that nation who has placed me in a station which requires my being 
ever watchful over its interests. 

It is then the nation whom you affront, and in whatever light you may 
place such a conduct I much doubt of its meeting with the approbation of the 
public. 

At most it shall not discourarge me whether or no you t hink proper to 
answer the letters wrote you by the commandant on the part of His Most 
Christian Majesty; your silence shall not hinder me from faithfully discharging 
the trust reposed in me, in reclaiming the just rights of my master as often as 
you may happen to violate and usurp them. 

If I am not so happy as to bring you back to the true principles of justice 
and equity, I shall at least have the satisfaction of having neglected nothing in 
my power, and at all events of having freed myself from reproach. 

The letters which I have had the honour to write you, and to which I have 
so long expected answers, are as follows of the 17th and 30th April and of the 
2nd, 9th, and 28thMay. You have therefore had sufficient time and leisure, 
gentlemen, to answer them if you were equally inclined to do so. 

Concerning the affair of Monnepur, when the nation has been treated with 
so much indignity in the person of its Chief, I demand of you, gentlemen, in the 
name of the King, my master, a categorical answer, which in making me finally 
acquainted with your sentiments will also determine me what conduct to 
pursue. 

I likewise wait your decision regarding the trade of opium and saltpetre 
at Patna, which we have a right to participate in. Is it your intention to let us 
enjoy the share which is our due or to deprive us entirely of it ? 

Lastly, gentlemen, what do you say to the validity of the firmans and 
perwannahs (of which I sent you a copy) granted to our nation by the 
Emperors of Hindostan and the Nabobs of Bengal. Do you admit them as 
good, or do you reject them as vain rights which you do not acknowledge. 

In the first case I reclaim the enjoyment of the privileges and preroga- 
tives which they give us to their utmost extent ; in the second we must appeal 
to the decision of our two Courts. 

Your farmer at Bakergunge still continues his new and unusual exactions 
on our trade at that place, maltreating our agents who refuse to comply with 
them. 

I have complained to you of it several times, hut you have paid no more 
attention to this than to any of the rest, and so the trade continues. 

Waiting your decision on all these grievances, 

I have the honor to he. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and humhle servant. 

J. OHEVALIEE. 
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Referred to and read tie letter from the Chief and Council at Patna record- 
ed in the Consultation 8th ultimo. 

Also the remarks stated in Consultation 21st November 1770, on the subiect 
of the claims and right of the Dutch and Drench Companies to a share in the 
trade of saltpetre and opium. 


Secret Dept. Dort William, the 26th June 1776. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- Generali Fresident. 

Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq., and 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 2 Sind instant. 

Title of the paper sent by the Company’s Attorney, vie . — 

The Lord Chief J ustice’s reply to the Resolutions of the Governor-General in Council,” 

The Court with very great concern perceive that a message sent by tbe 
first ofi&oer for the purpose of preventing a correspondence, which if carried on 
must end in altercation, has been esteemed by the Council a want of respect in 
the mode of delivering it, and has produced that very altercation which in the 
first instance ought to be stopped. Therefore the Court will not make one single 
observation on the want of address to the Court on the subject-matter of their 
papers. Those who first end a dispute, which may be of as much consequence to 
the public, in our opinion act with the most dignity and deserve best of the 
public. The issue of this business sufficiently evinces the impropriety of the 
mode of application by the Governor-General and Council. If the Company 
thought it right to apply, there are but two modes in which it could properly be 
done. Though neither the Crown nor the Company have an Attorney General, 
the Company has a Standing Counsel, a motion might have been made by that 
Counsel, if they did not think proper to instruct their Counsel, but meant to ad- 
dress us themselves, the proper mode was by petition. It is the mode that char- 
ter has prescribed for the East India Company whose Agents the Governor- 
General and Council are. An appeal under the circumstance prescribed in the 
Act is a matter of right ; to preserve that decency necessary in appellants to 
His Majesty’s Court of Justice. The Company as well as all other appellants 
must not claim it but prefer an humble petition ; those are the words of the char- 
ter. ^ It is a false point of honor to decline it ; there is nothing humiliating in 
it ; it is mere matter of form. This being thus explained, to prevent any further 
altercations of this nature the Court must inform the Board that they cannot 
(respect being had^ to the dignity of His Majesty’s Court and to the welfare of 
the country ), receive in future any letters or messages but in that form. With 
r^pect to the application itself the Court does not esteem it any question rela- 
tive to the East India Company having a power of receiving ambassadors, 
nor what right ambassadors, properly constituted and received by them, may 
be^ entitled to. We observe that Roya Rhada Chum states in his mem- 
orial to the Council (for what purpose we know not) that he was called upon 
by a summons issued by Sir E. Impey, Kmight, one of His Majesty’s Justices 
of the Peace. We must acquaint the Board that the matter laid to the charge 
of Roya Rhada Churn being of a pub.lic nature, and affecting the first Member 
of the Government in this Presidency, the Chief Justice, unwilling to act alone, 
called upon all his brethren for their assistance, and’ that the summons was signed 
and every order in the cause madeby everyone of the Judges of the Supreme Court 
of Juffioature after mature deliberation and an examination that took up a whole 
day. Roya Rhada Churn was not at that time apprized of his being invested with 
thesacred rights of an ambassador. Though his claim is made very late, if he is 
really and invested with such rights, they will most undoubtedly be al- 

lowed him in their f ull^ extent — the claim seems serious and deserves the at- 
tention of the Court ; as it is made by the Governor-General and Council, they 
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know the facts upon which they claim it ; the Court cannot be apprized of 
them. As we are confident the claim would not be made without grounds ; we 
shall expect to be informed of the following circumstances without which we 
cannot determine that claim. The question appears to us to be whether the 
Nabob Mobarick-ul-Dowla stands in such a relation to the East India Company 
as to be able to send to this Presidency a public minister upon whom the rights 
of ambassadors can attach. Therefore we shall expect that the gentlemen who 
make this claim on his behalf do verify by affidavit that the Nabob Mobarick- 
ul-Dowlah is a sovereign independent Prince ; that he is in a situation to be 
able to make war and peace with this settlement ; that he is Princeps sui Juris ; 
that he appoints his own Ministers ; and performs all acts of sovereignty inde- 
pendently and without the control of this Government ; that he is in all uego- 
ciations treated as a Prince sui juris. 

These are facts within the knowledge of the gentlemen of the Council ; 
they can verify them, and if they do not, the Court will understand that they 
do not consider him as Princeps sui juris. It will be necessary likewise to 
inquire who the person is that is sent as vakeel or ambassador, and his power. 
We shall expect to have it verified by affidavit that a vakeel is a public minis- 
ter having a righty«s revocandi domum ; where he was commorant at the time 
he was appointed vakeel and 12 months before et cuj us ditioni tune subditus 
fuit. We shall likewise expect it to be verified by the gentlemen of the Council 
that they have always treated and do treat itoya Eadha Churn as a person invested 
with all those rights they claim in his behalf, and that they in no respect what- 
soever consider him subject to the order and control of this Government. 
These matters must be cleared up otherwise the allowance of this claim may be 
an inlet to a grievance much complained of, the exertion of the powers of a 
double Government. These circumstances are pointed strongly that they may, 
if possible, be obviated. As a treaty is mentioned in their papers between the 
Hon’ble Company and Mobarick-ul-Dowlah, the Court expect that treaty to be 
laid before them. 

“ Taken from Company’s Attorney, viz. — “ The Court desires to remind the 
Governor- General and Council of their petitioning for such servants as they 
would wish to be exempt from serving on juries iu future as otherwise it may 
be prejudicial to the business of the Clompany. ” 

General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis deliver into the Board the following 
protest 

The Governor-General and Mr. Barwell having lately in two in- 
stances refused to sign their names to letters resolved on in Consulta- 
tion, and it appearing to us that such refusal is an arbitrary act not founded in 
right, and capable of producing the most dangerous consequences, we have 
thought fit to deliver our sense of it in the most solemn manner upon record. 
The late Act of Parliament expressly provides “ that the Governor-General 
and Council shall be bound and concluded by the opinion and decision of the 
major part of those present.” We are also obliged by law to conform to the 
orders and instructions received from the Court of Directors wherein they are 
not repealed by the late Act of Parliament, which ordains that the whole 
civil and military Government of this Presidency shallbe vested in the present 
Governor-General and Council, in like manner to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever, as the same at any time heretofore might have been exercised by 
late President and Council or Select Committee. The 37th Article of our in- 
structions directs us to enter upon the Consultations all dissents, if such should 
at any time be made by any members of our Board, and the Hon'ble Court of 
Directors, in the 60th paragraph of their General letter of the 17th December 
(a copy of which is annexed), particularly order that “if a member of the Board 
thinks it proper to dissent to any resolution it is sufficient that his reasons are 
entered after that day’s Consultation, but he must nevertheless sign the letters 
and orders consequent upon that Consultation.” 

On a serious consideration of the true intent and meaning of the Legisla- 
ture, and of the Court of Directors, in establishing the preceding regulations 
for our guidance, it appears to us — 

That the Governor- General and Council would not be bourtd and conclu- 
ded by the decision of the majority, if any dissenting member were at liberty 
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to refuse his concurrence in carrying such decision into execution. That 
the reservation of a right to enter dissents on the Consultations 
implies the necessity of the dissenting member signing his name to the letters 
and orders of which he may disapprove, otherwise that such reservation would 
be superfluous. 

3. That the object, both of the Legislature and of the Court of Directors, 
which is manifestly to give strength and effect to the operation of Government 
by preserving an appearance of union, even in cases where the Council may be 
divided in opinion, woiold be utterly defeated if the dissentient members were 
permitted to make public their disapprobation of the resolutions of the majority 
which are by law the acts of Government. It cannot be supposed that a Gov- 
ernment, whereof part refuses to support the lawful resolutions of the other, will 
be duly obeyed or respected, and in effect we already perceive that an ojOScial 
letter signed by us is treated by the Chief Justice as a representation from 
private persons. He is pleased to say that the Court will expect that the gentle- 
men who make the claim on the part of the Nabob’s Vakeel shall verify certain 
facts upon oath. Speaking officially he could not have given us an appellation 
which only belongs to us as constituting the Government of this country. 

"We think that the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell, by refusing to sign 
letters ordered in Council, not only act in a manner unwarranted by law and 
contradictory to our instructions, but that they have thereby informed the 
world of the dissention which imhappily subsists in this Council ; and that 
their proceeding in this respect, united with the Governor-General’s repeated 
attempts to dissolve the Council, and with his declaration that the acts of the 
majority in his absence were not the acts of the Board nor legal, has a direct 
and manifest tendency to a total dissolution of Government and to excite and 
encourage a resistance to its lawful authority. 

We hereby solemnly protest against their conduct and declare that we 
deem them answerable to the East India Company and to the Legislature for 
all the fatal consequences which we think cannot fail to attend such arbitrary 
and illegal prodeedings. 

J. CLAVERING. 

GEO. MONSON. 

P. ERANCIS. 


General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Erancis likewise lay before the 
Board the following minute: — As the Raja Nundcoomar, who in a letter deli- 
vered to the Board on the 11th of March, has accused the Governor- General, Mr. 
Hastings, of having taken several STuns of money, and particularly that he had 
accepted two lakhs and a half of rupees of Munny Begum, one lakh of which he 
declared that he had himself paid to the Governor, is now convicted before the 
Supreme Court of Judicature of having some years ago committed a forgery, 
and as thereby his evidence is invalidated if not entirely impeached, it becomes 
necessary for the Board to take such further steps as they may think proper 
for the discovery and ascertainment of the facts alleged by Maharaja Nund- 
coomar. We therefore propose to the Board that the opinion of the Company’s 
Standing Counsel be taken whether under the present circumstances a bill of 
discovery may not be filed against the Governor- General, Mr. Hastings, in order 
to oblige him to declare what sums of money have been received by bim as 
presents from Munny Begum, Raja Nundcoomar, or any other person in these 
provinces since his appointment of President of the late Council. 

J. CLAVERING. 

GEO. MONSON. 

P. ERANCIS. 


Exd.— T. Y. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from lOth August to 28th 

September 1775. 


Secret Bept. Eort ‘William, the 10 th August 1775. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Oovernor-General, President . 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Eichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Kead and approved the Consultation of the 31st ultimo. 


The following' letter and enclosure from the Supreme Court having been received since last 
Council was sent in circulation for the perusal of the Board. 

To 

The Hon’blb 'Waeebn Hastings, Governor- General, and the rest of the Gentlemen of 
the Council. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — Thinking it necessary to write to the Honorable 
Court of Directors concerning the mention made of the Court and of us as 
individuals in your Consultations, that we might not appear to do ourselves 
what • we complain of in you, we take the liberty of enclosing a copy of the 
letter we have sent your Honorable employers. 

We are, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

E. IMPET. 

EOBT. OHAMBEES. 

Calcutta, *) S. 0. LbMAISTEE. 

The 2nd August 1775, 1 J OHN HYDE. 


To 

The Hon’ble the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, — Having the most perfect reliance on the candour and jus- 
tice of your Hon’ble Board, and being fully persuaded that you will readily 
afford us every assistance towards the due execution of the powers vested in us 
by His Majesty’s charter, we cannot help submitting to your consideration a 
matter which, you will see by a reference to the correspondence has been the 
subject of some altercation between us and your principal servants at this set- 
tlement. From a misconstruction (as we conceive) of your orders your Govern- 
nor-General and Council openly avow a determined purpose of watching over 
our conduct as magistrates with an attentive eye, and clami a right of entering 
their several opinions concerning acts done by us in our judicial capacity upon 
their Consultations for your information, as it is said, but which the - — — 
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(charter ?) requires shall he by you transmitted to one of His Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State, at the same time refuses to us copies of such minutes, 
whereby we might be enabled to deny facts, accidentally mis-stated, or to rectify 
any erroneous conclusions which might be drawn therefrom. 

As we apprehend it to be clear, beyond any doubt, that your servants here 
have no direct right of controlling any of our proceedings, we cannot but con- 
sider any secret animadversions of this nature upon our conduct as an indirect 
and consequently an illegal interference with our authority, tending to weaker^ 
that independency without which it is impossible to administer impartial 
justice, and to produce endless jealousies between two bodies, on whose union 
the public welfare greatly depends. 

To execute the office of Justices of the Peace in a place of such consider- 
able magnitude, and so full of inhabitants, as the town of Calcutta, a task not 
ususally expected of Juges, but the whole burden of which we have taken on 
us for the benefit of the settlement, because the Governor- General and Council 
have not acted in that office, and to decide in all cases of property and personal 
injuries between man and man, without the intervention of a jury, are duties 
of the most invidious nature ; the conduct of the Magistrate, instead of being 
scrutinized with a too jealous attention, and his conduct subjected to secret 
reprehension, requires the most ample confidence, and the full protection and 
assistance of every branch of Administration ; he must not be responsible for 
involuntary errors, or required to enter into a justification of his conduct by 
every petulant suitor who thinks proper to arraign it ; yet this must be perpe- 
tuaUy the case if it is pnce understood that the Governor-General and Coimcil 
are permitted to exercise that power which they now claim. Every disappointed 
suitor would become a petitioner to that Board, which would in fact be a Court 
of Appeal from our decisions, hearing only one of the parties and inflicting on 
us ^cret censures, which must at least render our character dubious in the eyes 
of His Majesty’s Ministers for a considerable length of time, before we can 
have any opportunity to enter upon our defence. Add to this that the conti- 
nual obligation of defending every act we do, howsoever regular, which these 
gentlemen (ignorant of the grounds of our proceedings and not supposed bv 
them stafaons to he much conversant with law) may conceive to be wrong must 
keep us m a pe^etual state of disquiet and uneasiness, and totally take away 
that respect and veneration which the people ought to entertain for the persons 

— (decisions ?) of their Ma gistrates, of which at present we fed our- 

1 , 0 ™ confidence necessarily arising from seeing that our judgements 

to the^contrL^^^^^^ unanimous, whatever representation may be made 

■7 * 

For these reasons we take the liberty of requesting that you will send 
®o^e"ioJ^”G^e^eral and Councfl at Eort WiUiam for the future not 
Sn ® conduct as Magistrates, either in or out of Court, or to 

canvass our judgements, or proceedings by public letters or by minutes entered 
upon their Consffitations, except they should have reasons to found a direct 
oliarge tte Suweme Court, or auy Justice thereof ; and thVn we remSt 

S’ transmit to the Court or to such Justice a true con v 

It is to beriSiSr^^p^rth^roo:^^ ji:»ereS 

MKrXttte”co“^e® *“ His Majesty through 

We have the honor to be, 
HoNORABiiE Sirs, 

Your most obedient and most 
humble servants, 

E. IMPEY. 

BOBT. CHAMBBBS. 

S. 0. LeMAISTBE. 

} JOHN HTDB. 
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The Secretary informs the Board that the following letters have been 
received since their last meeting and sent in circulation : a letter and enclosure 
from Mr. Justice Hyde and Mr. Justice LeMaistre. 

Mr. Justice LeMaistre and Mr. Justice Hyde present their compliments to 
Mr. Stewart. They inclose a letter to the Honorable Court of Directors which 
they beg the favor may be forwarded by the packet in the Northumberland. They 
inclose also a copy of that letter which they will be obliged to Mr. Stewart to 
present to the Governor- General and Council, as the letter relates to them and 
they have desired to decline any further correspondence with Mr. Justice Le- 
Maistre and Mr. Justice Hyde on the subject mentioned in the enclosed letter. 

Eeibat Evening, \ 

The 4th August. J 


To THE Honble the Coubt oe Directors oe the United Company of 
Merchants oe England Trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, — As the general letter of this date signed by all the Justices 
of the Supreme Court is in a great measure founded upon positions laid down 
by your Governor-General and Council in a letter addressed to us bearing date 
the 8th of June last, which closed a cerrespondence between us and them con- 
cerning obstructions which we met with in the due discharge of our duty, and 
as the true statement of these obstructions will serve greatly to demonstrate to 
you the necessity there is of your immediate interference and control, we have 
thought it incumbent on us to send you copies of that correspondence with the 
reasons upon which it was entered into on our parts. 

When the charge of forgery was exhibited against the Maharajah Nundo- 
comar, Mr. Justice Le Maistre happened to be the sitting Magistrate. He re- 
quested the assistance of Mr. Justice Hyde, who attended with him the whole 
day, upon the examination which lasted from nine in the morning till near ten 
at night, when no doubt of his guilt remaining in the breast of either of us, 
upon the evidence on the part of the Crown, a commitment in the usual form 
was made out, directed to the Sheriff and to the Keeper of His Majesty’s prison 
at Calcutta. Just as we had risen and were going away, Mr. Jarrett, the com- 
pany’s attorney, came in and desired to be heard on the part of the prisoner. He 
represented to us that he was a person of very high rank, of the caste of 
Brahmins, and that he would he defiled and polluted if placed in the common 
gaol. Willing to give every indulgence to a native of his rank, we enquired if 
there was any more commodious prison where persons of his state and religion 
were usually confined, but finding that there was no such place, and deeming 
totally irregular what Mr. Jarrett requested, that he might be confined in a 
private house, we had no alternative but to order him to be sent to the common 
goal, but Mr. Jarrett pressing the matter very much we readily agreed to 
consult with the Lord Chief Justice, our brother Chambers being out of town, 
and that if he could suggest any other alternative we assured Mr Jarrett we 
should readily adopt it. We did go accordingly to His Lordship’s house, and Mr. 
Justice LeMaistre as the Senior Justice present at the examination sent to the 
Under Sheriff the result of the Consultation as nearly as possible in the following 
words 

Sir, — Upon consultation with the Lord Chief Justice we are all clearly of 
opinion that the Sheriff ought not upon this occasion to confine his prisoner in 
any other place than the common goal. 

I am Sir, &o., 

S. 0. LeMaistre. 

After proceedings so tender to the prisoner and so regular in point of law, 
we were not a little surprised at hearing the next morning that the Council had 
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thought there was something so reprehensible in our conduct upon that occasion 
that they thought it necessary to make it a subject of very particular enquiry. 
The SheriS and Under-Sheriff were summoned to the Board, our warrant of 
commitment and IVCr. Justice lie Maistre^s note were ordered to be produced, 
and the Under-Sheriff underwent a very long and particular examination, a 
copy of examination having been granted to him at his request, and by 
him shown to us, it was impossible not to perceive that it was meant to insin- 
uate that our conduct on that occasion had been unusually severe. And con- 
ceiving that such an examination would hardly have been taken without some 
consultation or debate upon the subject, on which our names must of course be 
mentioned, we conceived ourselves entitled to copies of all such minutes or 
consultations that might be made in consequence, in order to controvert and 
contradict any facts which might have been mis-stated to that Board, for without 
a supposition of such mis-statement of facts it was impossible for us to account 
for such interference in a matter so evidently within our department, and in 
which we had acted with so much tenderness and circumspection. 

We therefore addressed the Council by letter, dated the 20th of May last, 
requesting copies of all minutes on their Consultations wherein our names 
particularly were mentioned, and which in anywise related to the exercise of 
the authority committed to us by His Majesty’s charter. To our very great 
astonishment we received a peremptory refusal, and our astonishment was the 
greater, because that refusal was founded upon such very unsatisfactory reasons. 
They seemed to admit that if there was a charge they ought to send us a copy 
of it, but they add that in the minutes where our names are mentioned there do 
not appear to be any facts asserted which it can he necessary for us to contro- 
vert. We are sorry to be obliged to differ so widely from them in a plain 
matter of fact. We have already shown sufficient grounds for our belief that some 
facts must have been asserted as the groundwork of the solemn scrutiny into 
our conduct in the matter of the Maharaja Nundoomar; but should we be 
even mistaken in that idea, and that the gentlemen should have entered into 
that minute enquiry without any foundation whatsoever, it was impossible of 
them to have forgot that there was standing upon the minutes of the Revenue 
Department, under date the 11th of January, a positive and direct charge against 
Mr. Justice LeMaistre, and that there was a debate and consultation thereupon 
on the 20th of the same month. As our requisition was not only for copies of such 
minutes as concerned us jointly hut for all such wherein our or either of our 
names have been mentioned, and which in anyway related to the authority com- 
mitted to us by His Majesty’s charter, copies of what passed on that subject on 
that day ought in justice to have been sent to us, and more especially as Mr. 
Justice LeMaistre had so candidly cleared up that matter through the medium of 
the Governor- General, though he would not condescend to enter into a corres- 
pondence with their Secretary, nor deemed himself obliged to defend his con- 
duct before a tribunal to which he was not amenable. 

As this was the first instance of the interference of the Council with the 
judicial authority of the Judges, and as it serves as a strong corroborating argu- 
ment to justify the request made to you in our general letter, we send you, en- 
closed, a copy of that charge and of affidavits totally contradicting and refut- 
ing it. Had the Council been as ready to investigate the truth as they were 
to register upon their proceedings that paper, they need not have called upon 
Mr. Justice LeMaistre for any answer to it, or for the grounds of this determi- 
nation, for a little consideration might have made it occur to them that the two 
persons alluded to in that paper, the Sircar who is said to have interpreted that 
oppressive order, and the Hircarrah who is supposed to have been the actual, 
agent to carry it into execution, were upon the spot and might easily have been 
examined. Their powers as Justices of the Peace were sufficient to enable them 
to apprehend that Hircarrah, who could not have justified himself under pre- 
tei^ce of such illegal orders given him by his master, nor could Mr. Justice Xe- 
Maistre have taken any offence at their adopting that mode of proceeding, as he 
could only have inferred from it, that they could not presume him privy to an 
act of such atrocious violence and oppression. 
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It being therefore clear to ns that there were minutes upon their Consult- 
ations containing facts yery material for us to controvert, we thought it neces- 
sary to our dignity to persist in a demand of a communication of those minutes, 
and justly alarmed at the dangerous tendency of such a secret superintending 
power exercised over our judicial acts, however regular and conformable to law, 
we wrote a second letter protesting in the warmest and strongest terms 
against the illegality of such proceeding. And whatever offence the gentlemen 
may think proper to take at the terms of that letter, we cannot conceive that 
as their equals we were bound to address them with any marks of particular 
respect, at a time when we had reason to believe they were doing what might 
injure our reputations most essentially in the eyes of His Majesty’s Ministers to 
whom those minutes by the late regulations must be transmitted. 

We recommend the answer of those gentlemen dated the 8th of June to 
your particular notice. We submit to your candour whether a tone of such 
haughty superiority is becoming from your servants to His Majesty’s Judges. 
We will leave to your impartiality to determine whether we or those gentlemen 
have in the letters most deviated from the proper dignity or adhered most to 
that moderation which, the gentlemen justly remark, ought to be observed in 
all the proceedings of public bodies and of individuals in high and public 
stations. 

We need make little observation upon that answer beyond what is said 
in our general letter. It contains doctrines of the most dangerous tendency 
neither founded on any rights derived from the Act of Parliament, nor on any 
part of those instructions from yoiir Honorable Board, which have come to our 
knowledge. 

If either of the two principal branches of administration, each deriving its 
powers from a different authority and acting independently should, taking on 
itself the character of protector of the natives, or on any other pretence, 
assume a right of interfering in the department of the other, upon a supposed 
necessity of which it shah, conceive itself at all times to be the proper judge, 
the barrier of the constitution of the Presidency as now by law established, 
would be totally broken down, and the natural consequence would be confusion 
and anarchy to the affairs of the public and the Company. 

We have no doubt but that by a timely interference on your part these 
evils will be totally prevented, and that furnished as you are with the ablest 
legal assistance you will be satisfied that we have not encroached on the powers 
of the Council, and you will be able to inform them from the best authorities 
that their claim of superintendence over our conduct is a total misconception 
of the Act of Parliament ; once satisfied of that error we are persuaded they 
will require very little admonition from you to induce them to abstain for 
the future from those proceedings towards us of which hitherto we have had 
some reason to complain. 

We ought to apologise for the length of this letter. We can only say we 
would not have troubled you with a separate address had we not been precluded 
from any further correspondence with your Governor-General and Council by 
the mandatory clause with which they have thought proper to conclude that 
letter which we have submitted to your consideration. 

We have the honor to be, 
with great respect. Honorable Sirs, 

Your most obedient and most 
humble Servants, 

Port Wn-niAM; S. C. LbMATSTRE. 

The 2nd August 1775. . JOHN HYDE. 
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Secret Dept. Port William j the 14th August 1776. 

At a Council, present: 

The B.on*ble Waeren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Lieutenant-General John Olavering. 

The Hon’ble Georsb Monson. 

Eichard Harwell, Esq. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 10th instant. 


General Clavering — I beg leave to inform the Board that on the 4th of 
this month a person came to my house, who called himself a servant of Nundo- 
comar, who sent in an open paper to me. As I imagined that the paper might 
contain some request that I should take some steps to intercede for him and 
being resolved not to make any application whatever in his favor I left the 
paper on my table until the 6th, which was the day after his execution, when 
I ordered it to be translated by my interpreter. As it appears to me that this 
paper contains several circumstances which it may be proper for the Court of 
Directors and His Majesty’s Minister to be acquainted with I have brought it 
with me here, and desire that the Board will instruct me what I am to do with 
it. The title of it is a representation from Maharajah Nundocomar to the 
General and Gentlemen of Council. 

Mr. Prancis— As the General informs the Board that the paper contains 
several circumstances which he thinks it may be proper for the Court of Direct- 
ors and His Majesty’s Ministers to be acquainted with I would request that he 
may lay it before the Board. 

Mr. Harwell — I really do not understand the tendency of this question, 
or by what authority the General thinks he may keep back or bring before the 
Board a paper addressed to them, or how this address came to be translated for 
the particular information of the General before it was presented here. If the 
General thinks himself authorized to suppress a paper addressed to the Gentle- 
men of Council, he is the only judge of that authority. Por my part I confess 
myself to be equally astonished at the mysterious air with which this paper is 
brought before us, and the manner in which it came to the General’s possession, 
as likewise at the particular explanation of every part of it, before it was 
brought before the Board. 

If the General has a particular commission to retain this paper from the 
■knowledge of those to whom it is addressed he alone is the proper judge how 
he ought to act. When the paper comes before me I shall judge of it. 

General Olavering— If Mr. Harwell will be pleased to recur to the 
introduction of my minute, he will observe that I mentioned having put the 
paper into the hands of my Persian translator, consequently could not know 
the contents of it, or to whom it was addressed till it was translated. I brought 
it with me to the Council the first day which they met after I knew its con- 
tents, but the Board not having gone that day into the Secret Department I did 
not think it proper at that time to introduce it. Nobody can be answerable for 
the papers they may receive. All I, can say is that this paper has the seal and 
signature of Raja Nundocomar to it and I bring it to the Board just in the form 
I received it, that is to say open. 

Colonel Monson — As this paper is said to contain circumstances with 
which the Court of Directors and His Majesty’s Ministers should be acquainted 
I think the General should lay it before the Board. 

The Governor-General— I do not understand this mystery. If there 
can be a doubt whether the paper be not already before the Board by the terms 
of the General’s first minute upon it, I do myself insist that it be produced, if it 
be only to give me an opportunity of knowing the contents of an address to the 
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Superior Council of India excluding the first member in the title of it, and con- 
ferring that title on General Clavering, and I give it as my opinion that it 
ought to he produced. 

General Claverinq- — I am sorry to observe that the Governor-General 
should have mistaken the title of this address to the Board by calling it an address 
to me as Governor-General when the title of it had been so recently mentioned 
by my saying it was addressed to the General and Gentlemen of the Council, 
which in my opinion does not express either by words or by inference that 
even that title is such as the Governor-General has mentioned ; at all events I 
am no more answerable for the title of the paper than I am for its contents. 

The Goternor- General — I did not say that the address gave the Gene- 
ral the title of Governor-General, but meant only to imply that it conferred that 
title on him by mentioning him particularly, and the rest of the Council collect- 
ively. 

Besolved that the paper delivered by the servant of Nundocomar to General 
Clavering be produced and read. 

The General is accordingly requested to produce it and it is read. 


N. B . — This paper is ordered to be expunged from the records by a resolu- 
tion of the Board taken at the subsequent Consultation on the 16th instant. 


Secret Dept. Dort William, the 16th August 1775. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Bichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Eranois, Esq, 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 14ith instant. 


The Persian translator sends in a corrected translation of the petition of 
the late Maharaja Nundocomar delivered in by General Clavering and entered 
in Consultation the 14th instant, in which the Board remark that the address 
is made in the usual form to the Governor- General and Council and not as was 
understood from the first translation of it laid before the Board. 

The Governor-General moves that as this petition contains expressions 
reflecting on the character of the Chief Justice and Judges of the Supreme 
Court a copy of it may be sent to them. 

Mr. Eranois — I think that our sending a copy of the Baja Hundoeomar’s 
address to this Board to the Chief Justice and the Judges would be giving it 
much more weight than it deserves. I consider the insinuations contained 
in it against them as wholly unsupported and of a libellous nature, and if I am 
not irregular in this place I would move that orders should be given to the 
Sheriff to cause the original to be burnt publicly by the hands of the common 
hangman. 

Mr. Barwell — I have no objections to the paper being burnt by the 
hands of the common hangman, but I would deliver it to the J udges agreeable 
to the Governor’s proposition. 

Colonel Monson. — I differ with Mr. Barwell in opinion. I think this 
Board cannot communicate the letter to the Judges ; if they did, I think they 
might be liable to a prosecution for a libel ; the paper I deem to have a libel- 
lous tendency, and the assertions contained in it are unsupported. I agree 
with Mr. Erancis in opinion that the paper should be burnt under the inspec- 
tion of the Sheriff by the hands of the common hangman. 
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General Clayering- — I totally disapprove of sending to the Judges the 
paper, agreeably to the Governor-General’s proposition, because I think it 
might make the members of the Board who sent it liable to a prosecution, 
and therefore agree with Mr. Francis that it should be delivered to the Sheriff 
to be burnt by the hands of the common hangman. 

The Govebnor- General — I should have no objection to any act which 
should publish to the world the sense which this Board entertain of the paper in 
question, but it does not appear to me that such an effect will be produced by 
Sir, Francis’ motion. The inhabitants of this settlement form but a very 
small class of that collective body commonly understood by that expression of 
the word. The petition itself stands upon our records, through which it will 
find its way to the Court of Directors, to His Majesty’s Ministers, and in all 
probability will become public to the whole people of Britain. I do not however 
object to the motion of its being burnt. 

The Board do not agree to the motion for sending a copy of the address of 
Maharaja Nundocomar to the Judges, but resolve that orders be sent to the 
Sheriff, with the original letter, to cause it to be burnt publicly by the hands 
of the common hangman, in a proper place for that purpose, on Monday next, 
declaring it to be a libel. 

Mb. Francis — I beg leave to observe that by the same channel through 
which the Court of Directors and His Majesty’s Ministers or the nation might 
be informed of the contents of the paper in question, they must also be inform- 
ed of the reception it had met with, and the sentence passed upon it by this 
Board. I therefore hope that its being destroyed in the manner proposed will be 
sufficient to clear the characters of the Judges, so far as they appear to be 
attacked in that paper, and to prevent any possibility of the imputations in- 
directly thrown on the Judges from extending beyond this Board. I move that 
the entry of the address from Raja Nundocomar entered on our proceedings of 
Monday last be expunged. 

Agreed that it be expunged accordingly and that the translations be 
destroyed. 


Secret Dept. 


Fort William, the dith September 1775. 
At a Council, present: 


The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Richard Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 31st ultimo. 


The Supreme Court of Judicature send in the following letter 
To 

The Hoh’blb ‘Wabebn HASTnres, Governor-General, and the Gentlemen 

of the Council. 

I 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — A paper containing a false scandalous and mali- 
cious charge against the Judges of the Supreme Court, produced at your Board, 
having been by you declared a libel, and ordered to be burned by the hands of 
the common hangman, we return you our thanks for having shewn so due a 
sense of this outrage to public justice ; hut as we must be interested as well in 
the minutes introducing and condemning the paper, as in the paper itself, we 
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find ourselves obliged to desire that you will furnish us with a copy of the libel 
and of such minutes which relate to it, as stand on your Consultations, and 
must therefore be conveyed to England, that we may judge whether they con- 
tain any matters necessary for us to take notice of. 

Knowing the satisfaction His Majesty and his Ministers, as well as the 
Hon’ble East India Company, who are deeply interested in the due adminis- 
tration of justice, must receive from the high reputation which the Supreme 
Court has acquired in this country, we thought we owed it to ourselves and 
the State to transmit to you the enclosed papers that they may stand recorded 
on your Consultations, which we think peculiarly proper at this time, as by 
promulgating the universal sense of this settlement in relation to our conduct 
they are a direct and public refutation of the libel, and corroborate such of 
your minutes as tend to vindicate our reputations. 

We are, 

HoN’niiE Sin & Sirs, 

Your obedient humble Servants, 

E. IMPEY. 

KOBT. OHAMBEES. 

S. 0. LeMAISTRE. 

JOHN HYDE. 

S8th August 1775, 


The Governor-General — Objections having been started to the entry 
of the enclosures in the above letter, I move that the opinion of the Board may 
be taken whether the said enclosures shall be entered. 

Mr. Francis — I object to the entry of the papers enclosed in the letter 
of the Judges on our records because the libel to which the papers are said to 
contain a direct and public refutation has been expunged, the original burnt, 
and I do not believe a copy of it now exists. His Majesty*s Ministers and 
the Hon’ble East India Company should be informed of the high reputation 
which the Supreme Court has acquired! in this country. They are at liberty to 
communicate such information directly from themselves; they have already 
addressed the Court of Directors upon points in which they thought themselves, 
interested, and may continue to do so, but I see no reason that we should load 
our Consultations with copies of papers which do not come authenticated to us, 
and which appear to refer to facts of which we have no direct knowledge. 

Mr. Barwell— I am of opinion that the request made by the Judges 
should be complied with, and the papers they think it necessary to communi- 
cate to the Company through this Board be entered upon the records. 

The Hon’blb George Monson — I think it unnecessary to introduce on 
our proceedings the papers enclosed in the Judges’ letter, as it is said to be for 
the purpose of refuting a libel which does not appear on our proceedings, and 
as the papers are not properly authenticated, and as a member of this Board I 
am unacquainted by what means these addresses were procured, and as I think 
they contain circumstances the facts of which I very much doubt, for I, as 
Justice of the Peace, have never issued a blank warrant nor have ever heard of 
any Justice having done it. The Supreme Court of Judicature have com- 
menced a .correspondence with the Court of Directors. If they think it 
necessary for establishing their reputation that these addresses should be 
known to the Court of Directors, they have the option of transmitting them, 
but it is unnecessary to swell our proceedings with extraneous subjects that 
in no manner relate to the Company’s concerns. 
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General Cla.vbring — I think it would be very improper to introduce 
upon our proceedings the enclosed papers in the letter just received from the 
Judges, because they mention that their reason for having sent them to us 
was to refute a libel which does not exist. I have besides many other objec- 
tions to their standing upon our records : 1st, because one of the papers seems 
to authorise an imputation upon the maimer in which justice has been exer- 
cised. I mean the declaration that blank warrants had been issued, which I 
believe to be both false and malicious, and only intended to impose upon the 
Court of Directors and the English nation, as if those warrants had been 
issued either by the Judges themselves or by some of the members of the 
Board acting as Justices of the Peace. 

Seconf^ly . — Because the papers themselves are not authenticated, and i£ 
they were, I see some names affixed to them, which I think would discredit 
any testimony of approbation which the Judges have supposed has been given 
to their conduct in the administration of justice. I see the names of people 
who have been dismissed from the Company’s service ; I see the names of 
several delinquents amongst the Banyans, who have been particularly stig- 
matized by this Government, for being the instrument of that corruption and 
venality of the particulars of which we have transmitted to the Court of 
Directors so circumstantial an account. 

The Governor- General — I am of opinion that the enclosure in the 
letter from the Chief Justice and Judges of the Supreme Court cannot be 
rejected without disrespect to the Court ; with respect to the blank warrant, 
which expression has been objected to as being contrary to fact, I conceive 
that its meaning is very evident and very different from the sense in which it 
has been understood in two of the preceding minutes. In the address from the 
Free Merchants they are called blank subpoenas for the attendance of wit- 
nesses : in the address from the Armenians they are styled blank warrants for 
summoning any persons from all parts of the provinces, which I conceive can 
mean only subpoenas. In both it is expressed that an attempt has been made 
to introduce it into practice, but had been opposed and frustrated by the Judges 
of the Supreme Court. This, I believe, to be a fact and of notoriety. For the 
rest I shall waive in this place any further arguments upon the question as it 
has been determined that the enclosures shall not be entered. 

General Clavering — As the Governor-General seems to suppose that the 
blank subpoenas and blank warrants ailuded to are synonymous terms, and 
that they mean to express only blank subpoenas, I must beg leave to declare 
that I never beard that any of the former had been applied for till the affrays 
were over, as I believe that none of the members did. The Governor-General 
and Council have not interfered in the proceedings relating to the trial of Raja 
Nundocomar, but as I cannot suppose that the Judges would have admitted the 
law term “ warrant” in so public a paper to stand for a subpoena without some 
observations upon it, I confess I should be glad to see whether they made any 
remarks upon it - in their reply to the Armenians’ address, in order to form my 
judgment, whether they understood the terms “ warrant ’* and “ subpoena ” to 
have the same signification. 

Resolved — That the enclosures in the letter from the Supreme Court 
be not inserted on the records of this Board. 

Q.— Whether the Judges shall be furnished with copies of the minutes upon 
the libel agreeable to their request. 

Mb. Francis — No. 

Mb. Babwell — Yes. 

The Hon’ble Geo. Monson— No. 

General Glaverinq — ^We have already told the Judges several times that 
we never give copies of our minutes to any body, that they are reserved only 
for the Court of Directors, for which reason I am surprised that they should 
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again apply for them and must now object once more to their being given 
to them. 

The Governor-General. — My sentiments upon this question appear very 
fully upon our records already, it is unnecessary to repeat them but to declare 
I am for the question. 

Eesolvbd that the J udges be not furnished with copies of the minutes 
upon the libel. 

Mr. Francis — I propose the following heads of a letter to the Judges in 
answer to theirs — to acknowledge the receipt of their letter. 

To request that they will be pleased to inform us from whom they received 
the information which they seem to have obtained on this and other occasions 
of the proceedings of this Board in our Secret Department. 

That we do not think ourselves at liberty to communicate to them the 
minutes which may have passed on the present subject, as such minutes are 
drawn up solely for the information of our superiors. 

That we cannot furnish them with a copy of the libel in question, having 
ordered the original and translation of it to be destroyed and no copy kept of 
either. 

That as the libel is expunged from the records, we do not think it proper or 
necessary to enter those papers enclosed in the letter which as they say contain 
a direct public refutation of it. 

That if they deem it necessary to inform His Majesty and his Ministers as 
well as the flon’ble East India Company of the high reputation which the 
Supreme Court has acquired in this country, we leave it to them to follow the 
method they have already adopted in other instances of addressing themselves 
immediately to the Court of Directors, and that we send them back the 
enclosures. 


Fort William, the 14)th September 1775. 

Secret Department. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
Lieutenant-General John Slavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Eicharo Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 


Head and approved the Consultation of the 1 1th instant. 

The Governor-General delivers in a copy of his separate address to 
the Court of Directors in consequence of the proceedings of the 7th instant. 


To— 


The Hon'blb the Court op Directors por the Affairs of the Hon^blb United Compant 
OP Merchants of Engjland trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, — The occasion of this address is to vindicate my character 
from a most extraodinary charge which was yesterday produced against me in 
Council by Colonel Monson. For your information of the particulars I beg 
leave to send you an attested extract of the Consultation, and to recommend it 
to your perusal in this place. 

Colonel Monson has been pleased to deny that he either meant or 
brought any charge against me, and the other members of the Board to whom 
he made his appeal have declared in the words of his question that the ques- 
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tions put to me by Colonel Monson did not convey a charge of high trea son 
against me. 

I will not dispute upon words. I will grant that no charge is formally 
against me, but I am certain that your Honorable Court and every impartial 
reader of these minutes will understand them as intended to convey a charge 
of the most criminal nature in terms which, though only implying it, are as 
intelligible as the most direct affirmations. 

Hacts may be as strongly asserted and their tendency as pointedly declared 
to the understanding by questions, by allusive reasonings, and other modes of 
insinuation as by plain and formal accusations. Their impression is the same 
though in the eye of the law they may differ, but they are more difficult to be 
worded because of the seeming ambiguity with which they are covered, and 
because of the necessity which they impose on the person accused of forming 
them into charges against himself before he can reply to them. This must be 
now my task. I conceive myself to be accused of — 1st, maintaining a secret con- 
nection with Cossim Ally Cawn, a man not only proscribed but known to have 
been the most inveterate enemy of the British nation ; 2nd, of having harboured, 
subsisted, and held a communication with his vakeel or avowed representative 
without the knowledge of the Board ; and 3rd, of countenancing his adherents 
and the enemies of this Government even in the city of Calcutta. 

The first of these articles is nowhere expressed, but to what else can the 
imputation allude which Colonel Monson says “ may be thrown on my conduct 
by having any connection with a person in a public character who is the 
avowed representative of a proscribed Prince ; ” to what else can the following 
expression allude, “ all the world knowing the connection that formerly has 
been between the Governor- General and Cossim Ally Cawn. ’* Or the following: 
“ I am more particularly desirous at this juncture to have this matter clearly 
explained, as I perceive many of Cossim Ally Cawn’s adherents and strenuous 
opposers of the English now standing forth as the arraigners of the conduct of 
this Administration, and who receive many compliments and civilities from some 
of the most distinguished characters in this Presidency.” 

Colonel Monson does not arraign me of a crime, but he calls upon me to 
clear my conduct from an imputation which is much the same, and though the 
crime is not specified the context plainly speaks it, and will justify me in having 
called it a crime not short of treason. 

Mr. Prancis is of opinion that “ to jpeceive and countenance a vakeel from 
a prince at war with the India Company or their allies is not an offence that 
would, as far as he understands the law, fall under the description of treason, ” 
which he had before said “ could only be committed against His Majesty’s 
person.” This may be a true interpretation of the law, but will not acquit me 
of the guilt which every honest man will ascribe to me in his heart, if I shall 
be found to have betrayed the trust reposed in me by plotting with the enemies 
of the State, whether it appertain to the King or to the Company. 

It is not for me to determine on whom the sovereign power of this country 
depends. An offence against that power is a crime against the State ; it is a 
crime against the King, from the fountain of whose authority all the powers of 
the State originally flow. 

The story on which this charge is grounded is in a few words as follows : — 

A few months ago Kereem Oolah, the vakeel of Cossim Ally Cawn, came 
to me with a verbal representation, which I had not then leisure to attend to, 
and directed him to come again ; I have seen him once or twice since but had 
little conversation with him. A week or ten days ago he brought me the 
petition which stands at the head of the enclosed minutes, which for the 
reasons I have already assigned I thought it inoumbent on me to lay before the 
Board. He at the same time represented the distressed condition of his own 
circumstances in such terms as excited my compassion, and I gave him the 
trifling sum which is mentioned in his examination, little suspecting that while 
I intended only an act of charity I was committing a sin against the State or 
abetting a traitor. 

I shall not deny the connection which formerly subsisted between Cossim 
Ally Cawn and myself while he was the Nabob of these provinces. It is as well 
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known to the world as the little advantage which I made of it. More I shall 
not say iipon this subject, unwilling to revive the remembrance of the cala- 
mities of his government or to awaken the unhappy dissensions which attended 
them. 

It is scarce possible that you should read without alarm the declaration 
made by Colonel Monson that “ Many of Oossim Ally Oawn’s adherents and 
strenuous opposers of the English are now standing forth as the arraigners of 
the conduct of this Administration.” What ideas must it excite in your minds 
if you can believe that the very capital of your possessions at this time 
swarms with the enemies of your government who receive countenance and 
support from the first members of it. I am happy that the same information 
which conveys this alarm also provides the removal of it, and that you will at 
the same time find the disaffected multitude which threatens the safety of your 
possessions reduced to the single person of Oojah Petruce, whose brother was in 
the service and confidence of Cossim Ally Cawn, and who was murdered by his 
command. 

The title of vakeel has been rendered so equivocal by some late debates 
upon it, that I think it necessary to inform you, that Kereem Oolah, the vakeel 
of Cossim Ally Cawn, neither hove o. publio character nor was his avoioed repre- 
sentative, but a mere attorney appointed by him to settle some pecuniary trans- 
actions between Oossim Ally Cawn and a banker. 

I think it unnecessaiy to enter into a more minute refutation of the 
charge which has been produced against me. I am persuaded that what I have 
already said, if I have the happiness to preserve the smallest portion of your 
confidence, will be found sufficient to overset so extravagant an accusation, and 
if I supposed myself so sunk in your estimation, which your candor and 
indulgence to me on all former occasions forbid, as to doubt of your receiving 
it in that light, I fear that the most ample clear vindication of my conduct in this 
instance would avail me but little in support of my general character. 

I am sorry to have been under the necessity of saying so much on a matter 
of so little direct consequence to your affairs, but I was called upon, and even 
in your name so abruptly, that I declared, perhaps too inconsiderately, that I 
would make it the subject of a special appeal. While I comply literally with 
my promise I acknowledge the futility of the occasion, and trust. Honorable Sics, 
to your feelings, for my excuse for the effect which I have suffered it to produce 
upon my own. 

But although I avow the unimportance of this refutation, I do not regret 
the opportunity which it has furnished me of setting before your eyes from this 
small sample the distracted state of your affairs, and the temper and objects of 
the members who rule your present Administration in these provinces. It is 
evident that from the moment of their landing their aim was. by personal indig- 
nation to provoke me to resign my station, and leave them uncontrolled masters 
of this Government, and by accumulated attempts to blast my character to effect 
the same end by alienating your confidence from me. These are the principles 
by which they judge of almost every matter which comes before the Board of 
whatever nature or importance, and for the truth of this 1 dare appeal to any 
part taken at hazard of your consultations. Thus the merest trifles impede 
the course of business and swell the minutes of the public proceedings, and 
points of real consequence, which require the coolest and most temperate deli- 
beration, and which should be directed solely to the advancement of your inter- 
ests and the national honour, are warped and converted to instruments of per- 
sonal violence and the support of a party system. 

Some deference I might naturally have expected would be paid to the high 
authority by which I hold my present appointment in their personal treatment 
of the first member of their Council, whatever wounds they might aim at my 
reputation or howmuch soever they might disregard my authority. Even this 
respect is denied me. 

The whole tenor of the extract which is herewith presented to you, affords 
proofs, and one most striking and indecent, in a question put at the Board by a 
member of the Supreme Council of India to a miserable vagrant “ whether he 
ever received any money from the Governor- General.” 

115-119— r. D. 
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But it is Dot of the injuries I sustain only in my own person that I com- 
plain. These I disregard. They scarcely affect me. The evils which I feel are 
those in which my credit suffers with your interest. I have seen all the labors 
of my former administration rendered abortive and my measures repealed for 
the sate of condemning the principles on which they were formed. Letters 
from all quarters lie for months unanswered, because the time of the Board is 
occupied in collecting proofs of my demerit, and of the virtue of my adversa- 
ries in detecting it. The business of every department stands still though the 
Board meet four days at least in every week and I sit in them all a passive 
spectator without the power of giving motion to your affairs, or for any other 
purpose that I know but to be the butt of everlasting contumely. I’he Pro- 
vincial Councils wanting the confidence of their rulers suspend the most trivial 
matters for references to the Board, and the contagion of the capital has already 
infected some of them with the spirit of discord to the irreparable hurt of the 
collections, in the want of dispatch and regularity which is inseparable from 
a divided administration. 

The springs of Government may yet operate for some time longer by their 
original powers, but there is a period at which unless new movements are given 
to them they must cease to act, and the whole machine fall into disorder. It is, 
I fear, impossible for your commands to arrive in time to prevent the danger. 
They may, if decisive, apply the remedy to it. I again earnestly entreat that 
your commands may be speedy and that they may be decisive. Prompted 
equally by duty and gratitude, I have hitherto resolved to bear my part in this 
distracted scene, and if I live I will see the end of it. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect, 


PbnT William;, 
The 8th September 1775 



Your most obedient and 
most faithful humble servant, 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


The Honorable George Monson. — The Governor- General having deli- 
vered into the Board his letter of accusation to the Court of Directors against me, 
I think it necessary to lay before the Board my letter of justification with the 
reasons for my conduct, which was sent a number in the packet, as also a letter to 
the Earl of Rochford, His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State. I must 
likewise observe ‘that the Governor’s letter contains an accusation and an 
arraignment of the conduct of the members of this Board as well as the parti- 
cular charge against me. 


To THE Honoeabm Court of Directors. 

Gentlemen, — I must now lay before you the reasons which oblige me to 
address you in a separate letter, and make it my most earnest request that you 
will not only receive them with candour and indulgence, but that you will con- 
sider the substance of the enclosed papers with your most serious attention. 

The Governor-General having declared on the 7th instant that he consider 
the questions put to him by me in that day’s proceedings as amounting to a 
charge against him of a crime not short of high treason, and having put a stop 
to the public business of the Presidency in order to give himself time to address 
you on the subject, I fl,atter myself I shall not be thought unreasonably trou- 
blesome^ in thus intruding myself for a few moments on your more important 
occupations, with a view to prevent any unfavorable impressions taking place 
which might otherwise arise from a partial representation of this affair. 

It will appear from the proceedings that I put to the Governor-General 
two questions, which occurred to me as naturally arising out of the business 
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before the Board, on the most mature deliberation. I continue fixed in my 
opinion of the propriety of my conduct, 1st, in the faithful discharge of the 
duties of the distinguished station I have the honour to hold in this country ; 
2ndly, in order to give the Governor- General the earliest and fullest opportu- 
nity of elucidating a subject from the general complexion of which, while 
remaining wholly unexplained, unfavorable conclusions might, as the affair 
struct, be drawn by persons uninformed. These two questions were followed by 
a third, which arose in consequence of one being put to me by the Governor- 
General. 

In order that you should more fully comprehend the force of the follow- 
ing observation I beg leave to refer you first to the Governor-General’s intro- 
ductory minute and next to the arzee of Kurreem Alice. I shall then quote 
the questions abovementioned, as they are short, and will not take up much of 
your time, and of following each of them with my reasons in support of the 
tw'o propositions on which I have grounded my opinion above stated. 

Question 1st . — “ Whether Kurreen Allee Cawn, who represents himself to 
be vakeel of Cossim Allee Cawn, late Nabob of these Provinces, and who was 
proscribed by public proclamation, had his (the Governor- General’s) permission 
to come to the Presidency.” 

The situation in which Cossim Allee Cawn stands towards the East India 
Company is too well known to require any comments. He is an open and 
declared enemy, drove out of the Provinces by force of arms, after having 
created a dangerous and bloody war, a price set upon his head, and excluded the 
dominions of our neighbouring ally, Sujah-ul-Dowlah, by a public treaty still 
subsisting with his son and successor. Can it be doubted then but that it became 
the duty of the Administration of this Presidency, on their fi.rst receiving infor- 
mation of the vakeel of such a person being resident here, to enquire whether 
or no permission had been given for his coming ? Surely it cannot. 

The vakeel of a Nabob or Bajah being, as I understand the word, a person 
to be considered as a Resident, duly authorised by letters of credence to 
transact business for his master with the Government where he resides, and who 
is usually received in that light by the Chief Magistrate of Government, if 
such a person, therefore, I beg leave to observe, had come with permission, it 
was necessary for Administration to be informed upon what political principle 
it had been granted him, and to answer what public purpose, if he had not, it 
became equally necessary for them to know it, that they might deliberate and 
determine on the proper mode of treating him. It would be taking up time 
unnecessarily, which is not my view, to use further arguments in support of a 
proposition so self-evident. The Governor-General having answered this ques- 
tion in the negative, but further saying he understood such person had been 
resident here some years (in which however it is observable he does not say 
when he first knew he was come and on what occasion.) 

Question 2nd . — “Whether the Governor- General knows with whom he (the 
vakeel) has lived during that time, and who has subsisted him ?” 

I conceive it almost unnecessary for me to assert, and still more to use 
any arguments to prove, that I was not acting out of the line of my duty, as a 
member of the Administration of this Presidency, to make the inquiries con- 
tained in this question, in order to collect as far as might- be such information 
as might lead to a discovery of the connections, business and designs of a person 
falling under the description before given. This would, as I conceive, be 
thought the dury of administration in any country where the Government is 
established upon the most ancient, secure, and permanent footing ; how much 
more so then must it be in this where our authority is of so modern a date 
where the person who disputed not only it, but also our very existence in the 
country by force of arms, murdering such of our unfortunate countrymen as 
fell into his hands, is still in being ; together with most of his principal ad- 
herents and is moreover the very person whose vakeel is now the subject of, 
enquiry. In a country so remote from our native one, where the native inhabi- 
tants .are in number greatly more than ten thousands to one European and who 
are besides universally known and acknowledged to be a people of the most, 
subtle and refined cunning, of the deepest intrigue and amongst whom plots 
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assassinations, and reTolutions hare beenlDoth more frequently and successfully 
planned and executed than amongst any other in the known world. If it- was 
consistent then with the duties of my station to make the inquiries before men- 
tioned, the first part of my original proposition is thus far proved ; to prove the 
second it remains for me to show that the GoTernor-General was the proper 
person of whom to make such inquiries, and this I conceive he was for the 
following reasons : first, that as the person who received the arzee from the 
vakeel’s own hands and introduced it in Council, he might be presumed best 
able to give some account of its author, for which reasons I should have made 
the like inquiries of any other person who might have introduced it, even had 
he been the most obscure individual ; secondly, that as Governor-General he 
ought, and must be presumed on all occasions to have the earliest and best 
intelligence of all suspected persons within the limits of the Presidency and 
the more especially so, in this case in particular, as by his answer to the first 
question he appears to have known that this vakeel had been resident here 
some years, and therefore, as I submit it to you, gentlemen, might well be pre- 
sumed to have made such inquiries at the time he received that information 
as I, in the proceedings of yesterday, made of him. 

Question 3rd . — “ Whether the Governor-General thinks a proscribed prince 
has a right to send a vakeel to reside here, as the Governor- General has repre- 
sented in one of his former answers, to his knowledge sometime without his 
having mentioned it on the Board ”? 

This question arises out of and is in consequence of the Governor- General’s 
answers to the former ones, and that at the time I put such former ones I did sup- 
pose either that this vakeel had had due permission for coming in that character 
to this Presidency, for which, if he had, I doubted not but that the Governor- 
General would be able to give a sufficient reason, or if he had not, I presumed 
the Governor- General had informed the Board of his coming, so soon as he had 
been informed of it. Had either of these been the case, by giving the Gover- 
nor-General the earliest opportunity of publicly stating the same liis conduct 
on the occasion might, as I conceived, have been freed from every imputation, 
which might otherwise have been thrown upon it while either of these matters 
remained anyways in suspense. If the Governor-General’s answers did not 
come up to my expectations, in either of the above particulars, did I for that 
reason become reprehensible for having asked the questions, or he for not satis- 
factorly answering them ? He did not, however, as I conceive, so answer them, 
wherefore I gave him a further opportunity, and that to the only one remaining, 
as the matter then struck me, by which he might still place his conduct in a 
favorable point of view, for there might perhaps be substantial reasons, how- 
ever they might militate with my ideas, which the Governor-General might 
have it in his power to give for his having received advice of such a Vakeel’s 
being Resident at the Presidency without his permission, and not having com- 
municated the same to the Board. I also at his desire immediately acquainted 
him with the real object that induced me to put those questions, for which I 
refer you to the part in the proceedings, directly following my third question. 

Having thus gone through the three questions put by me to the Governor- 
General, applying to each such reasonings as will, I flatter myself, to you seem 
fully sufficient, without troubling you with the many others which might be 
brought in support Of them, to establish each part of the original proposition 
laid down by me in the introductory part of this address, viz., that it was proper 
for such questions to be put ; first in discharge of the duties of the station in 
which I have the honor to stand toward the Honorable East India Company ; 
and secondly, that they were equally proper in order to give the Governor- 
General an opportunity of throwing light upon a subject, from which conclu- 
sions unfavorable to him might otherwise be drawn. 

You will permit me here, gentlemen, to assure you that I have acted on 
this occasion in such manner, as I shall ever, while I have the honor to continue 
in your service, wish every member of this Administration or others who have a 
right to inquire into my conduct to act towards me ; that I shall ever think 
myself indebted to the person who gave me a candid opportunity for accounting 
for my public conduct, in whatever part of it may seem to require explanation, 
and that if ever I complain it will only be for slanderous aspersions (should I 
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ever lie under any) secretly propagated "by base and narrow-minded men to 
answer particular purposes. 

Having hitherto confined myself to my own questions, I shall conclude 
this address with such observations as are naturally suggested by the Governor- 
General’s answers and those of the Vakeel, Hurreem Allee, on his examination 
before the Council, from whence, collectively taken, it appears that the Vakeel 
had come to this B-esidency without the Governor-General’s permission ; that he 
had been Resident here seven years ; that he made himself known to the Gover- 
nor-General five, six, or seven months ago; that the Governor- General had since 
given him a hundred rupees at one time for his support; and lastly that the Gover- 
nor-General, instead of giving such answers as might have been expected to my 
third question, in order to have evinced the propriety of his conduct, to the 
Board in the first instance (a thing to which I should have hoped he would 
not have been indifferent) and to you, gentlemen, in the regular channel in the 
second, breaks out into invectives against me, alleging that I have arraigned 
bim of a crime not short of high treason, and thus instead of freeing himself 
from an imputation, whicli may perhaps be refiected upon him of at least an 
irregular discharge of his duty, he gives notice that he shall address you, gentle- 
men, in order to exculpate himself from a charge, which has never been 
brought against him by me, or I believe ever thought of by any one except in 
his own breast. 

I leave it to you, gentlemen, to determine which conduct would have been 
most proper, observing only that to me it seems somewhat strange that instead 
of pursuing the former plan of conduct in endeavouring to acquit himself of a 
real imputation, he should take measures to acquit himself of a mere ideal one, 
which never either has been or as I conceive can be brought against him. This 
he can best explain, and I hope will to your satisfaction, together with his 
meaning in alleging that I have arraigned him of a crime (to use his own words) 
not short of high treason. In the catalogue of crimes everyone, in my idea, 
which is not of that species, falls much short of it in enormity. 

I beg leave next to observe that what he alleges in respect to me is not 
well founded either in principle or practice ; and first, that it is not so in prin- 
ciple inasmuch as to me it seems a contradiction in terms to assert that the 
bare asking a question which arises upon a matter under consideration in Coun- 
cil is exhibiting a charge ; secondly, inasmuch as if there really had been a 
charge brought it could not, as I conceive, amount to high treason ; and thirdly, 
as to my observation of its being contrary to practice I will by way of elucida- 
tion suppose a matter to be agitated from the general contexture of which, 
charges of what nature soever might be brought against any one of the parties, 
would not the most sanguine friend of such person, confident in the inte^ity 
and honor of his principles and candour, put to him such questions as might 
tend to a full explanation of the subject and his consequent exculpation, ought 
he not, if conscious of the propriety of his conduct, to thank the person who 
should give him such an opportunity instead of his attributing his so doing to 
unfriendly motives ? Surely he ought, and that is really the case, every day’s 
practice I beg leave to contend fully evinces and confirms ; for these and the 
precedent reasons therefore it is difficult to determine from whence the idea of 
High Treason could originate, but as nothing to warrant it is either expressed 
or implied by me, it is, I submit it to you, gentlemen, fairly allowable in argu- 
ment to conclude that the questions did not sit easy on the Governor- General’s 
minute, which, if really so, I shall be extremely sorry for ; but that conscious 
to himself of an impropriety of conduct he either purposely or mistakenly 
wished to avoid the true grounds of the inquiry, and to justify himself on such 
as had never anywhere been suggested (unless in his own breast), expecting 
thereby, as may well be supposed, that he might be able to divert the attention 
from the true and substantial cause of complaint (if he was conscious of any) 
from which he might foresee some difficulty in acquitting himself, and that the 
same would be swallowed up and lost in the superior degree of enormity con- 
tained in a false and ideal one, from which there could be no such difficulty. 
How far the hasty and undisguised works of the Governor-General’s mind 
may have tended to enable you, gentlemen, to fix with any degree of precision youp 
opinion of his then feelings in regard to his own conduct you must determinej 
liS-llS F. j>. , , 
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I must observe that tbe only question put by the Governor-Q-eneral to the 
deposed Nabob’s Vakeel is — “ Are you a Vakeel of State or Vakeel for private 
business.” Tbe answer is — “ Tbe Nabob Cossim Allee Oawn sent me to Boolaky 
Doss wbo was bis friend to receive money from bim.” Upon wbicbtbe follow- 
ing remarks seem to occur ; first, that a person coming in tbe character before 
mentioned from a Nabob, late in tbe most exalted state in these provinces and 
being introduced to tbe knowledge of this Council by tbe Governor-General, 
must necessarily, till tbe contrary was made to appear, be presumed to qome in 
a public capacity, and that tbe contrary did not appear till after my ques- 
tions and consequent minutes which fully accounts for my calling bim a pub- 
lic vakeel ; secondly, supposing tbe fact to be, as I will readily admit it might, 
that the Governor-General when be came to tbe knowledge of this man’s resi- 
dency here about seven months ago, was informed that be was, and for some 
years before bad been, so Resident for private business, viz., for tbe receipt of 
money on his master’s account to a very large amount, which according to tbe 
Governor-General’s own ideas is tbe legal property of tbe Hon’ble Company but 
which might notwithstanding in the intermediate time have all been received 
by bi-m and conveyed away, it still makes tbe propriety of tbe Governor- 
General’s conduct on tbe occasion tbe more irreconcileable to my ideas of tbe 
duties of his station, first, that he did not then minutely enquire into every 
particular in which the private business of such a person, who was here with- 
out permission, did consist ; secondly, in that he had not, for tbe reasons before 
given, in like manner enquire into all his private connections, but, for what 
appears to the contrary, had remained even to this day unacquainted with the 
last mentioned circumstances ; thirdly, in that he bad not given notice to tbe 
Council of what he had so obtained a ^owledge of, immediately on his becom- 
ing acquainted with it. 

The designs of such a person, privately resident here without permission, 
were, as I conceive, much more necessary to be guarded against than if he had 
openly come in a public character j and therefore the suffering such a vakeel 
privately fco remain here for such a length of time, without any precautions 
taken to obtain the necessary information of bis conduct and connections, seems 
to me a circumstance much more wanting explanation than if he bad been a 
public vakeel. 

I submit it to you, gentlemen, that my duty to the East India Company, 
in order to obtain for them tbe earbest and fullest information on a subject, 
which to me appears sufficiently to merit tbe inquiry, required this conduct of 
me on the one hand, and that a real wish to give the Governor-General an 
opportunity of accounting, if be could, for a conduct which, while unexplained, 
might subject him to unfavorable and I trust unmerited imputations required 
it of me on other. 

"Whether I am culpable or otherwise for asking the questions, or the Gov- 
ernor-General either for his conduct on the subject, or in the proceedings in 
Council it * * * * . Whatever may be the result of your delibera- 

tions you will give me leave to assure you that so long as I have the honor to 
continue in your service I shall upon all occasions act, to the best of my judge- 
ment, upon the truest principles of pubho utility, unbiassed by interest, un- 
influenced either by friendship, affection, prejudice, or party, or by any other 
motive save that of honorably obtaining your approbation of my conduct, of 
which I shall ever wish my actions alone may be the test. 

The Governor-General having declared that he shall complain of me to 
Has Majesty, I have enclosed a copy of the proceedings of 7th instant and of 
this letter to the Earl of Rochford, Secretary of State, with a letter to His Lord- 
ship, a copy of which I herewith send you, I must request that you will be 
pleased to forward it to His Lordship that * * * * an ex-^arte represent- 

ation of this affair. 

I have the honor to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and 
most humble servant, 

Calcutta, GEO. HONSON. 

The 8th September 1775. 

W.n. These hlanha are occauoned from the docnments being in a tattered condition, portions of which hare 
fallen away. 
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Calcutta, the 8th Se’ptemheT 1775. 

My Lord, — It is with the utmost concern I am tinder the necessity of 
troubling Your Lordship with this letter and the enclosed papers. 

Mr. Hastings, Governor-General, did impute to me in Council yesterday 
(September the seventh) intentions which my words do not import, nor cannot 
by any forced construction be made to apply. The Governor says I have 
arraigned him of a crime not short of High Treason ; if the accusation is not 
short of High Treason it is High Treason. I submit to Your Lordship how 
groundless such a charge must be from the nature of high treasons. I refer 
Your Lordship to the papers for your information and my justification. 

The Governor- General’s warmth of temper, or his conscience, hurried him 
into a conception of a charge, whereas to take off every symptom of imputa- 
tion which might be suggested was my intention, as all persons conversant in 
Indian affairs are informed of the connections that formerly subsisted between 
him and Cossim Allee Cawn. The Governor will ! complain of my conduct to 
His Majesty. I must therefore request of Your Lordship, relying on your can- 
dour, to remove from His Majesty’s mind every unfavorable impression he 
may receive of me, by a misrepresentation of this affair, and I am with the 
greatest respect. 

Your Lordship’s, 

Most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

GEO. MONSON, 


The Earii of Hochford, 

Principal Secretary of State. 


Mk. Francis delivers in the following minute and protest’: — 

I think it is my duty to record my dissent from the resolution come to by the 
Board on Monday last “ to direct the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade 
to comply with any requisition which the Nabob of Oude may make, during 

the rainy season, for the aid of a detachment of our forces to reduce the 

Gossein.” 

The reduction of Anoop Gyr, who is stationed in the Huab, must neces- 
sarily carry our troops beyond the line, which the Board thought advisable to 
fix by the late treaty for the conducting of their operations. "When once they 
are begun it will be difficult for us to determine how far they should extend. 
The Nabob will of course see that the ********* they are 
employed on shall be completed. 

I have the honor of laying my opinion against ever employing the Com- 
pany’s troops beyond the limits of the countries guaranteed to the Nabob 

repeatedly before the Board. I see no reason for departing from it in the 

present instance, more especially as the Nabob has made no ***** to 
Mr. Bristow. 

I deem the resolution taken by the Board to be inconsistent with the 
general defensive system hitherto observed by this Government. * * * * 

j'qj. Q.^ justification, I beg leave to enter 

my protest against it. 

P. EBANOIS. 


The Governor-General moves that the subject be reconsidered and the opinion of the Board 
be taken whether the orders written to the Commanding Officer of the Snd Brigade and 
Mr. Bristow shall be confirmed or repealed. 

Mr. Francis — I think they should be repealed. 

Mr. Barwelii — I think they should be confirmed. 

The Hon’siiE George Monson — I think they should be repealed. 
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Genekal OLAVEEiNa— The revisai oi me Consultations of the 11th instant, 
when it was determined by a majority of the Board, consisting of the Governor- 
General and Mr. Barwell, that the troops of the Company should pass the 
limits which had been prescribed by the Court of Dnectors for their operations 
wiU show that Honorable Court of the necessity there is of that firm and con- 
stant union between the members who have been so consistent in their opinions 
in not departing from the Company’s positive commands with respect to the 
employment of the troops. An advantage was taken of the absence of one 
of the members to give orders to the Commanding Officer of the Brigade, 
who possibly might have sent a part or the whole of his brigade at bis discretion 
to Delhi or any other place whither Anoop Gyr might have retreated. I therefore 
most willingly concur with Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis in repealing the 
orders given that day. 

The Governor-Gbneeal — The General having affirmed that an advan- 
tage was taken of the absence of one of the members to give orders to the 
Commanding Officer of the Brigade, who possibly might have sent a part or the 
whole of his brigade at his discretion to Delhi or any other place whither 
Anoop Gyr might have retreated, I am compelled in my own justification to 
declare in opposition to this assertion, that so far from taking advantage of the 
absence of Mr. Francis, I proposed that the opinion of Mr. Francis should be 
taken upon it before mine was finally given, for the sake of preserving our 
measures from inconsistency, but my proposal was overruled. 1 now adhere to 
my former opinions for the orders which have been given. 

General Clavering- — I must maintain the assertion that I have made 
that an advantage was taken of the occasional sickness of Mr. Francis to bring 
on a business which the Governor- General knew very well by the constitution 
of this Government must by law be determined at the Board. Mr. Barwell 
agreed with Colonel Monson and myseK in our opinion that the Board could not 
refer its resolutions to the opinion of an absent member. 

Mr. Barwell — I do not recollect any part of the proceedings of that day 
which expresses an opinion of mine to the effect the General has quoted. I 
beg if there is, that the words of any such opinion may be recited. It would be 
the height of absurdity to form an idea of taking an advantage of an occasional 
majority when every proceeding and resolution is liable to revision and rever- 
sion. This I conceive to be an unanswerable argument. The idea the General 
seems to have formed may be mistaken. I am sure he is with respect to 
my intentions, for I absolutely disclaim and disavow such a motive to have 
influenced me in the business recorded in the proceedings of that day. 

General Clavbrino — "When the Governor-General had proposed the 
referring the matter for the decision of Mr. Francis, though he must be ac- 
quainted with the constitution of this Government, that his opinion could not 
properly be taken when absent, Colonel Monson started the objection of the 
illegality, to which Mr. Barwell concurred ; and this is exactly the state of the 
case. Colonel Monson and myself agreeing to it. The Court of Directors will 
therefore judge between us which of us are right or wrong in point of fact. I 
have nowhere said that Mr. Barwell brought on the motion for reading Mr. 
Bristow’s letter : it was not his business to do it. The letter was read at the 
requisition of the Governor-General. Everyone is acquainted that any measure 
of Government may be repealed, but the orders for doing so may be given so 
late as not to preclude the pernicious effects which might ensue from it. The 
letters to Mr. Bristow and to Colonel Gailliez were sent away on the 12th, and 
the Governor-General having earnestly pressed the members to postpone the 
meeting of the Council on this day, which they had assented to, no other meet- 
ing could have been held for the revoking those orders till next Monday, which 
will be the 18th, and consequently there is a possibility that Colonel Gailliez 
ireceived his orders and might have passed the Ganges before they could be re- 
voked. 

The Govbenor-Genera.l — It is a painful duty and which I would wish 
never to be subjected to while I sit at ihis Board to deny facts. They ought not 
to be affirmed without the most undeniable proofs, and when they are 
affirmed for the purpose of conveying criminal accusation they must be denied. 
426 



21 


I must and do deny that the business of Mr. Bristow’s letter of the 22nd 
August was brought on by me. I wished to have brought it on and expressed 
my wish to have brought it on in the preceding Council, it was not then deter- 
mined : it came on of course the next. 

The q[uestion was put, whether in case of an application from the Nabob 
for the Company’s assistance in reducing Anoop Gyr to subjection it shall be 
granted. If the General had then thought an advantage might be taken of 
Mr. Francis’ absence he might certainly have prevented it by moving the pre- 
vious question on account of a want of a full Board. I gave him a further 
opportunity by my proposal to defer the decision of it for Mr. Francis’ opi- 
nion. It was not agreed to. The General has affirmed that I knew very well 
that by the constitution of this government the question must by law be deter- 
mined at the Board. I agree to this assertion in the words of the General’s 
minute. The question might have been determined at the Board with the aid of 
Mr. Francis’ opinion which is all I moved for ; it was neither illegal nor 
unprecedented. The same attention was paid by the Board to Colonel Monson 
during his sickness and absence from the Board in the month of November 
last. It was neither deemed illegal at that time nor was the slightest objec- 
tion made to it. I know not why it should be objected to now. Any member 
may withdraw his motion before the final resolutions of the Board are taken 
upon it. Any member may propose that a motion should be left to another day 
for consideration ; nay by the rules of the service, if rigidly adhered to, no resolu- 
tions of the Board are valid until they have been received and confirmed in a 
subsequent consultation. The Board met on the next day in the Revenue 
Department ; the letters had not been signed at that time. Mr. Francis was then 
present. It might then have been reconsidered. Many instances have occurred 
in which this has been done. It is not a practice to be recommended because it 
mixes the business of the different departments and impedes the general cur- 
rency of business, but there is no law which forbids it, and in cases of a very 
urgent nature it is certainly justifiable. As this has been considered a case of a 
very urgent nature, the orders given on the 11th instant might with great pro- 
priety have been revised on the 12th when the members of the Board were all 
regularly assembled. 

General Clavbring — There is no end of refuting assertions which are 
contradicted by facts that stand upon record. 

The Governor- General has asserted that the business of the Secret Depart- 
ment might have been revised in the Revenue Department the next day. I 
would wish, when he asserts so roundly, that he would produce one instance of 
a matter belonging to Foreign Affairs ever having yet been treated in the 
Revenue Department. I believe he will find none. As to other business which 
may have occasionally been brought on relative to the affairs of this country, 
and which from their nature might be deemed secret, I am sensible that they 
may have been transacted there and transferred to the Secret Department. Con- 
formably therefore to the constant practice of the service since I have had the 
honour of sitting in Council at Bengal, I did not think it proper to introduce 
the revision of the resolution of the former day in the Revenue Department, 
when Mr. Francis was present, but I opposed yesterday as much as I could the 
Governor’s intentions of not holding a Council to-day, which, I have said before 
would have frustrated the reconsideration of this measure, and consequently 
the repealing the orders that were sent to Colonel Gailliez. 

The Governor-General — I want no other support for the assertion which 
the General with his usual candour and civility says I have roundly made than 
his own declaration. I did not assert that matters belonging to Foreign Affairs 
had been treated in the Revenue Department. My assertion respected the 
general business of the Secret Department, in which I know of no distinction 
between foreign and domestic, nor has the constitution of this Government made 
any. Whether matters of a foreign nature have been considered by the Council 
assembled for the business of the Revenue Department I will not pretend to 
affirm from my memory, but there was no necessity to have brought on this 
business in the Revenue Department, because the Board were assembled, and 
they might have formed themselves into a meeting for this department al- 
though under the roof of the Revenue .Council house. Why this was not done, 
ixs-119 p, n, 
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■why the resolution was suffered to pass on the day preceding when it might 
have been prevented, I leave to the members of the Board who dissented from 
the question to explain. 

The Hoh’ble George Monson — It appears to me that when a question 
is put, and the opinions of the members taken upon it, that the question can- 
not be referred regularly or legally to the decision of an absent member. I must 
own that the motion made by the Governor- General carries the appearance of 
taking the advantage of the absence of a member. The business did not require 
an immediate order, nor had a requisition been made by the Nabob on the 
subject. Mr. Barwell was desirous of an occasional order. If the Governor- 
General had not wished for the opinion of the Board in a measure so contra- 
dictory to those which had been taken by the majority, I think he would not 
have urged the business at that time. The Governor- General paid me the com- 
pliment in November last to require my opinion on a subject when absent from 
the Board. I thought the measure irregular, and deemed it a compliment, I 
think, to the best of my recollection. I expressed myself so in my minute. W e 
were yesterday at the Eevenue Board on a particular business of the greatest 
importance to the welfare of the Company and the Government of this country, 
no less than that of the contending for the rights given us by Act of Parliament 
which I imagine have been assumed and others. They may sufficiently 
explain and be given as a reason why our attention was taken off from this _ 
subject. When the letter came before us to be signed, if a motion had been made ' 
to reconsider this business at that time I should have deemed it irregular 
and have given my negative to it. That I think is a sufficient explanation of 
my conduct in what the Governor-General required. 

Mr. Pranois — It being now determined, as I apprehend by a majority of 
votes, that the orders given to Mr. Bristow and Colonel Gailliez should be 
repealed, I move that we should adjourn. 


Agreed to and resolved— that the following letter be written to Mr. 
Bristow, Besident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude. 

To, Mr. John Bristow, Resident with the Nabob of Oude. 


Sir, — IT pon reconsidering the subject of your letter of the 22nd ultimo, we 
find it necessary to repeal the authority granted in our letters to you and the 
Officer Commanding the 2nd Brigade of the 11th instant to comply with any re- 
quisition the Nabob might make for a detachment of the Company’s forces to 
act with his against Anoop Gyr, and have resolved that no part of the brigade 
shall be allowed to pass the boundaries of the dominions guaranteed to the Nabob. 
We now direct therefore that instead of delivering the letter addressed to the 
Commanding Officer of the Brigade you cancel it immediately on the receipt of 
this. 


The 


Port William, 

14th September 1776. 


We are, &o., &c., 
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Proceedings of tlie Secret Select Committee, IStli October 1775- 

Secret Dept. Fort William, 18th October 1775. 

At a COTJlTCIIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 

LtEiJTENANT- G eneral John Clavering. 

* 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 


The book o£ Standing Orders upon the table. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the I6tb instant. 

Resumed the consideration of the paragraphs 39 to 47 of the General letter from the Court 
of Directors, dated 8rd March, and the Governor-General's motion recorded on the I6th 
instant. 

General Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis having drawn np their 
sentiments on this subject deliver them in the following Minute which is now 
read : — 

Fort William, the 18th October 1775, 

Minute from Genekal Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis. 

After an attentive consideration of the Company’s orders relative to Maho- 
med Reza Cawn and Raja Goordass, contained in the 39th and eight following 
paragraphs of the General letter of the 3rd of March 1775, we agree with the 
Governor-General in thinking that the Court of Directors have mistaken the 
office actually held by Raja Bullub for that which the late Administration con- 
ferred on Raja Goordass. This mistake, with the consequences drawn from the 
facts supposed by the Court of Directors, produces an ambiguity in their 
orders, which makes it difficult for us to determine in what precise sense they 
are to be understood, or by what resolution of ours we can with certainty carry 
their intentions into effect. On one side, they express a repugnance to the oon~ 
tinuance of Baja Goordass in the high office of Roy Soy <*«, and direct us to 
appoint Mahomed Reza Cawn to it, if he can accept of it with propriety, under 
the regulations and restrictions established hy the late Fresident and Council ; 
on the other, it is to be observed that Raja Goordass is not Roy Royan, and 
that the office is by no means of such a rank or consequence as could possibly 
restore Mahomed Reza Cawn to any improper degree of power. 

The Roy Royan is no more than principal Muttesedee or clerk of the 
Khalsa, whose duty it is to attend at the meetings of the Board of Revenue, to 
make reports, to answer to all enquiries and to receive occasional instructions. 
It appears to us that such an office conveys no degree of dignity whatsoever. 
The inconsiderable share of -power annexed to it is immediately under the control 
of the Revenue Board. It must also be remarked that the Roy Royan is a 
Hindu office, consequently not to be exercised by a Musulman •, and that, for 
this reason, Mahomed Reza Cawn could not accept of it toith propmety. 

this view of the instructions before us, and considering that they do 
not prescribe to us such a clear and determinate line of conduct, as would pre- 
clude any difference of opinion, and leave nothing to our own discretion, we 
apprehend that the present sense and intentions of the Court of Directors can- 
not be better ascertained than by recurring to the plan, which they originally 
adopted, for the regulation of the Country Government, when they received 
advise of the accession of the present Nabob to the Musnud. We find it stated, 
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in their letter of the 28th of August 1771, in terms too clear and precise to 
admit of any misconstruction ; and we do not doubt that, upon due consider- 
ation of the subject, it will be found much more judicious and better adapted 
to the re.spective circumstances of this country and of the Company, than that 
which the late President and Council, of their own authority, thought proper to 
substitute in its place. In our Minute of the 15th of September, we hare 
already observed that the appointment of Munny Begum, Baja Goordass and 
Raja Bullub, and the distribution of the salary among those three persons, which 
the Court of Directors had appropriated to a single office, was a direct disobe- 
dience of their orders. 

It is our opinion, taken on the most mature deliberation, that the Board 
should now revert to those orders, and endeavour to carry them into execution, 
as far as our present circumstances will permit. On the removal of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn it was evidently the Company’s intention to substitute a single 
Minister in his place to transact the political affairs of the Sircar ; they 
instruct their servants to select “ for that purpose some person well qualified 
for the affairs of Government, and of whose attachment to the Company’s 
interest they were well assured, and to recommend him to the Nabob to succeed 
Mahomed Beza Cawn as Minister of the Government and Guardian of the 
Nabob’s minority.” ' The mischievous consequences of departing from the 
system have been such as the late President and Council might easily have 
foreseen. Por want of a person of credit and abilities to fill the station of 
Minister, and who, supported by our influence, and subject to our controul, 
might represent and act for the Nazim during his minority, the Country Govern- 
ment, which it has been the constant policy of the Company to support, has 
been reduced to such a state of weakness and insignificance as not even to 
carry the appearance of a Government, either to its own subjects or to 
foreigners. All differences and discussions with the foreign factories, in which 
it is not the true interest of the Company to appear as parties, and which ought 
properly to have been referred to the Nabob or his Ministers, have been taken 
up directly by the representatives of the Company as principals. The Company, 
of course, without necessity and contrary to their own political system, are 
made responsible to the nation for all the consequences which may attend any 
acts of force or hostility exercised by their servants in checking the encroach- 
ments of the foreign factories on the rights and authority of the Country 
Government. In this view alone the expediency of supporting an ostensible 
authority in the Nabob is too obvious to be disputed. At the same time his 
positive rights are founded on a specific treaty, and cannot, in our opinion, he 
invaded by the Company’s servants, without a violation of every principle of 
justice and good faith. 

The consequence of reducing the just and constitutional powers of the 
Nizamut to their present feeble state, have not been confined to the political 
interests of the Company. 

Every Member of this Board must know, and we believe that no man feels 
it more sensibly than the Governor-General himself, that, since the transfer of 
the lands from the original owners to the present farmers, and since thd 
abolition of the local jurisdictions exercised by the zemindars in their respective 
zemindaries, which followed that transfer, the internal government of the 
country has fallen into a most alarming state of confusion. 

By the constitution of Bengal the zemindar, presided in the Criminal 
Court of his district, pronounced and executed sentence on all offences less 
than capital, and was answerable to the Nazim for the peace and good order of 
the country, as far as his jurisdiction extended. An institution of this nature 
might undoubtedly be i&able to abuses, but it was conformable to the manners 
and prejudices of the people, who looked up to their chiefs alone for justice 
and protection. It made an essential part of the constitution of the country, 
and could not he abolished without breaking that regular chain of subordi- 
nation and dependance by which the Government and the people were united 
in one political body. Mr. Hastings himself admits these consequences, and 
declares “ that, by the removal of the zemindary jurisdictions, the confidence 
of the deceits was increased, and that no method had been substituted for 
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giving intelligence to Government of such events as related to the peace of 
the country.” Abuses will find their way into the pratice of the wisest institu- 
tions, but they ought to be corrected by a steady and vigorous administration, 
not by rashly forcing the accumulated wisdom and experience of ages to yield 
to the crude ideas of a few foreigners (for such the English are in Bengal), 
on a subject, which they can hardly be supposed to have understood, even 
if they had had the welfare of the country ever so seriously at heart. 

The annihilation of the judicial powers, formerly exercised by the zemin- 
dars, was however a necessary consequence of dispossessing them of their lands. 
The revenues could not easily be collected by the farmers, if a power had been 
reserved to the zemindars, to which the ryotts might have recourse against 
the oppression of their new masters. 

It became necessary therefore to form a new plan for the administration 
of criminal justice. A Court of Phouzdary Adawlet was accordingly estab- 
lished in each district for the trial of all crimes and misdemeanors ; a Supreme 
Court of Phouzdary Adawlet was established at Calcutta under the special 
care of the President, with power to confirm all sentences from the subordinate 
Courts, except capital, which were referred to the Nazim. 

It was soon found by experience that the institution of these Courts did not 
produce “ the benefits expected from them, and that the public tranquillity could 
not be secured without the exertion of other and extraordinary means.” 

What benefit indeed could be derived from the new Courts of Justice, 
when even the regularity and precision introduced into their proceed- 
* « Vide Mr. Hastings’s Minute o£ ings are assigned by Mr. Hastings as * one cause of 
19 th April 1774 .” the increase of Tohbers f No stronger proof can be 

produced, that they were not founded on principles reconcileable to the genius 
and temper of the people. 

As a remedy for this and many other evils, which the establishment of the 
Phouzdary Courts had either created or not removed, particularly the want of 
Ministerial Officers for the apprehension of offenders, wffiich the new system 
had not provided for, the late President, in his Minute of the 19th of April 
1774, proposes the farther institution of several Phouzdars or Officers of Police, 
to he stationed in the districts, with power to apprehend deceits and other 
offenders, and bring them to justice. Even this expedient has failed of its pro- 
posed effect. We have too much reason to believe that the Phouzdars them- 
selves, with their numerous followers, have in many instances either 
skreened the deceits or joined with them, and that upon all occasions they have 
made use of their power to ;^under and oppress the people, whom they were 
sent to protect. The Governor- General has repeatedly represented" to this 
Board the deplorable state of the provinces with respect to the administration 
of justice. He has desired to he relieved of the superintendence of the Phouzdary 
Courts and controul of the Phouzdars, as of a burthen to which he is unequal, 
and has requested us to take the subject generally into onr consideration. 

It seemed necessary to enter thus far into the internal state of the country 
and government, not only that the measures, which we mean to recommend to 
the Board, might he regularly introduced, but that the Governor-General and 
Mr. Barwell might be able to determine at one view whether those measures 
are conformable to the spirit of our instructions and adapted to our actual 
situation. • 

It is now the clear unquestionable determination of the Court of Directors 
to support an ostensible and active power in the Country Government. The 
Nabob himself, from youth, inexperience and the total neglect of his educa- 
tion, is incapable of exercising this power. The executive authority of the 
Nazim must be delegated to a Minister who, acting in his master’s name, may 
nevertheless he sensible that he owes his appointment solely to our recom- 
mendation, and that his continuance in office depends upon his attachment and 
gratitude to the Company. We are convinced there is no man in the pro- 
vinces in every respect so well qualified for this important post as Mahomed 
Bieza Cawn, and we think the declarations now made in his favour by the Court 
of Directors intitle us to replace him in it. 
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We offer it therefore as our opinion that the Board should recommend him 
to the Nabob to be Minister of the Government and Guardian of His Highness’s 
minority with authority to transact the political affairs of the Sircar. He 
should he instructed to superintend the Nabob’s education, to choose proper 
servants and companions for him, and to endeavour to recover him. from the 
dishonourable state of ignorance and dissipation in which, we fear, he is still 
immersed. He should be particularly empowered and directed to reduce and 
regulate the expences of the Nabob’s household in such a manner as to enable 
him to extricate His Highness from his debts and incumbrances without calling 
upon the Company for an increase of his present income. 

After the appointment of a Minister at the Durbar, it will be equally un- 
necessary and inexpedient for this Board, whether as principals or parties, to 
enter into any discussions with the foreign factories, on questions touching the 
rights and authority of the Country Government in which, as representatives of 
the East India Company, we have strictly no concern. Every question of 
that nature may be immediately referred to the Nabob and his Minister, who, 
understanding the constitution of the country and the extent of the privileges 
originally enjoyed by the foreign factories, will probably be better able than 
we are to answer any arguments produced by those factories in support of 
their pretensions. If ultimately it should be found necessary to maintain the 
authority of the Country Government by force, the Nabob will call upon us 
for that assistance which we are bound by treaty to afford him, and which may 
be effectually employed in his name. In the meantime we shall be relieved 
from the burthen and odium of many discussions with the foreign factories, 
in which, though not strictly parties, they affect to consider us as principals. 
Another and most important branch of the Minister’s duty should be to ex- 
amine into the actual state of the Phouzdary Courts and conduct of the Phouz- 
dars, and to take a general review of the administration of criminal justice 
throughout the country. He should have full authority given him, either to 
infoi^ce the operation of these Courts upon the present establishment, or to new 
model and correct them. If neither of these measures should be found practi- 
cable, it will be bis duty to form and propose some other plan better accom- 
modated to the state of the country and manners of the people, and which at 
the same time may not be incompatible with the system on which the lands 
are actually farmed. In short, as Minister of the Nazim, the criminal justice of 
the country, with all the Courts and ofidcers belonging to that branch of 
Government, is properly under his care, and he should be made responsible for 
the due administration of it. The office, established under the controul and 
authority of the late President, for receiving and registering all reports from 
the Phouzdars and issuing orders to them, should be transferred to Muxadavad 
and placed xmder his direction. 

It is our opinion that he should be allowed a salary of two lacks forty 
thousand rupees, which, though inadequate to the dignity of his station and 
to the services expected from him, is, we apprehend, the utmost the Board 
can allow him, out of the three lacks appropriated for this office by the Court 
of Directors, the remainder being reserved for the Eoy Boy an. 

We are now to consider in what manner it may be proper to carry the 
Company’s instructions in favour of Baja G.oordass into execution. The Court 
of Directors say that in “ consideration of the favourable character they have 
received of him they have no objection to his being appointed to any office 
of less importance than that which they supposed him to be in possession of, 
if we should be of opinion that this behaviour has inti tied him to such a mark 
of their indulgence.” We cannot refuse Baja Goordass our testimony in his 
favour, and we know of no employment, in any degree proportioned to his rank 
and station, of less importance than that of Roy Boyan. The office is merely mi- 
nisterial and the, salary annexed to it less by two-fifths than what heat present 
enjoys. We must in this place declare ourselves totally unacquainted with the 
merit or services of Raja Bullub. His original appointment was unauthorised, 
and, supposing such an office to have been ever so necessary, we think it should 
not have been intrusted to a very young man who certainly had no experience^ and 
could not be supposed to possess any knowledge of the business of the revenues. 
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We tlierpfore feci no seru[)Ie or roluctaiice ■whatever in advising the dis- 
mission of Raja Bullub and the appointment of Raja Goordass to succeed him. 

J. CLAVE RING 

GEORGE MONSON. 

P. FRANCIS. 

J/r. JBcu-icelL — The orders of the Company are in my opinion clear and 
explicit, they direct that the station to which Raja Goordass was advanced 
during the investigation ordered into Mahomed Reza Cawn’s conduct shall he 
vacated ; they direct that Mahomed Reza Cawn shall he placed in his room ; 
they declare the conduct of Nund Coomar appears to them inconsistent and 
unworthy, and that they feel a repugnance to the continuance of his son in the 
high office of Boy Royan of the Province ; this can mean nothing more than 
the high office he at present holds or any other that may bespeak their approba- 
tion of the conduct of Nund Coomar in the honours conferred, or to be con- 
ferred, by this Government on his son. They direct concerning the office of 
Roy Royan to be blended -with the trust that Goordass has hitherto discharged 
that he shall no longer act in that office, but, in consideration of the favourable 
character they have received of him, they have no objection to his being 
employed in offices of less importance if this Government shall be of opinion he 
is entitled to such a mark of the Company’s indulgence. The word objection 
strongly marks the sentiments of the Court of Directors respecting the son of 
Nund Coomar; that they were unwilling, by any public honours to be granted 
to him, to convey to the minds of the natives their approbation of the services 
rendered by the father, but if any particular merits of the son might independ- 
ently entitle him to favour, their Governor and Council are merely permitted 
to consider them. The words of the Company cannot be too often repeated, 
'“they say they have no objection;” if they meant in any respect to recom- 
mend the son of a person whom they have declared to be notoriously obnoxi- 
ous in their eye, it would certainly have been done in express words. In. 
the manner in which his name is now noticed, the Company have pointedly 
declared that under no consideration whatever do they allow this Govern- 
ment to employ Goordass, the son of Nund Coomar, unless some particular 
services rendered to the Company and the merits of the man give him a 
claim to favour, and then they only say, supposing some specific services and 
merits, we have no objection to his being employed. The Company have 
repeatedly confirmed Raja Rajee Bullub, both on account of his supposed 
personal knowledge in the revenue, having been from his infancy employed 
in the Khalsa Department under his father Raja Dulubram, the Dewan of 
these provinces, and likewise on the score of his father’s services rendered to 
the Company, to fill the station of Roy Royan. It will be both partial and 
contradictory to the intentions of the Company to place Goordass in competi- 
tion with this man, who never had any employment in the State, from which 
it was possible for him to acquire the most trifling knowledge of the interests 
of these provinces, their rents and revenues. It is plain that the Company did 
not design to leave it in the option of this Board to pursue any particular aim 
in favour of Goordass to the detriment of an officer fixed in his station by them- 
selves ; the most that can be understood, from the Company’s obviously mistaking 
the Roy Boyan’s office to be blended -with Raja Goordhss’s is to interpret this 
mistake in favour of Mahomed Reza Cawn as he is expressly pointed out by 
their orders to fill the station in which Raja Goordass has been no more than 
a pageant — I say a pageant — because it is notoriously known that he has 
neither acuteness • of parts, knowledge or talents, that he has been the mere 
instrument in the hands of his father and must ever remain an instrument in 
the hands of some one, and though he may appear ostensibly to act, I make 
no doubt in the course of time it ■will appear that European or Native influence 
has been the spring of every transaction of importance he should seem to 
engage in. In these sentiments I dissent to the opinion delivered by the 
majority on the sense of the Company’s letter from paragraph 39 to paragraph 
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47, fully persuaded the construction is equally forced and unnatural'; that the 
same bias which our public proceedings in various sheets show to the father, 
has interpreted the orders of the Company in favour of the son. The Com- 
pany have ordered Mahomed Reza Cawn, in my opinion, to be placed in the 
station now occupied by Raja G-oordass. They have ordered Raja Goordass 
to be removed to make room for him. They have not ordered (as the majority 
premise) the employing Raja Goordass in any other station; they have only said 
they have no objection, provided he has merit and specific services to plead. I 
beg leave to explain the grounds, upon which I have said the Company enjoin 
that unless Raja Goordass has particular merit and specific services to plead to 
their indulgence that he shall not be employed. Their own words are — “ If you 
shall be of opinion that his behaviour has entitled him to such a mark of our 
indulgence, we have no objection to his being appointed to any office of less 
importance.” 

Mr. Francis . — I think Mr. Barwell allows himself a very considerable 
latitude, when he interprets the word behaviour into Raja Goordass’s having 
merit and specific services to plead. 

The Governor- General . — I dissent from every resolution of the majority as 
contradictory to the orders of the Company and inconsistent even from those 
which they are professed to carry into execution ; and I hereby enter my 
protest against them and all the consequences which may ensue from them. I 
have too much to say upon the subject to be dictated in a verbal minute at this 
Board, I will deliver in my reasons in writing at another time. I meant to have 
contented myself with this short dissent to the resolutions already formed, con- 
ceiving my opinion to be unnecessary and precluded from any possible effect by 
those resolutions, understanding of course the recommendations of the majority 
delivered in so formal and decided a manner as the resolutions of the Board. 
But as I perceive that it is expected of me to give an opinion on the terms 
of my own question, I wiU comply with the favour required of me in a few 
words. It is my opinion, then, that the Company’s orders require that Raja „ 
Goordass should be removed from the appointment which was granted to him 
under the sanction of the last administration and afortiori from every addition 
since made to it, and that Mahomed E,eza Cawn be appointed Dewan to the 
Nabob’s household in his stead. 


Resolved that the Board recommend Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Nabob 
to be Minister of the Government and Guardian of his majority with the powers 
and authorities as described in the Minute delivered in % General Clavering, 
Colonel Monson and Mr. Rrancis. 

Resolved also that Raja Goordass be appointed to the office Roy Royan 
in the room of Raja Raj Bullub. Ordered that notice be sent to the Board 
of Revenue of the foregoing appointment, and that Baja Raj Bullub may be 
acquainted of his dismission from that Board. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee, from 2nd October to 6tb 
* lTo\rember 1775- 


Letter from His Majesty to the Nabob of Arcot, dated the 3rd Jaauary 1770. 

It gives TJs very great pleasure to learn from your letter, dated the ninth 
of last March, that Ours to you of the sixth of February 1768 had been safely 
delivered into your hands by the Governor and Council of Madras, as also that 
the pictures which We sent you of Ourself and of Our Most Dear Consort the 
Queen had been received by you with such pleasing marks of your affection 
and attachment to Our Persons. We feel the utmost satisfaction in the good 
accounts you give in your letter of your own welfare, as well as that of your 
family, and you do justice to Our constant good wishes for your prosperity 
when you place confidence in the support We are desirous to give you. We feel 
a very particular satisfaction in learning from the Company that the blessings 
of peace are restored to the Carnatic and We hope that a proper attention lias 
been therein paid to your interests as well as those of your family. We very 
earnestly wish it may be of long duration, and as We have not the least doubt 
but that on your part you will do everything in your power to preserve the 
public tranquillity, so We shall particularly enjoin Our subjects to observe the 
same conduct. We received by the hands of the Company the presents you 
were pleased to send TTs of attar and white cloths, the manufacture of your 
country, and at the same time that We return you Our sincere thanks for this 
fresh mark of your affection. We desire you will accept of a few pieces of 
cloth manufactured in Our dominions and a sword, which is also the workman- 
ship of this country, which We have ordered Our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir 
John Lindsay, Knight, the Commander-in- Chief of Our ships in the East Indies, 
and Our Plenipotentiary to you, to deliver to you, and at the same time to 
accompany them with the assurances of Our friendship, and We desire that upon 
this and every occasion you will put entire confidence in whatever he shall say 
in Our name, and so repeating Our wishes for your felicity. We bid you heartily 
farewell. Given at Our Court at St. James’s, &c. 

Your affectionate friend, 

WEYMOUTH. GEOEGE, Bex. 


Letter from His Majesty to the Nabob of Arcot, dated the 3 7th June 1770. 

The invariable friendship and good understanding which has long subsisted 
between Us and which We are desirous on Our part to promote and improve on 
every occasion, thoroughly persuaded of your corresponding with Us in the 
same sentiments, has induced Us to write to you on a subject which We flatter 
Ourselves will not only be pleasing to you from the affection you bear towards 
Us, but will be advantageous to your affairs and to the public peace and tran- 
quillity in your parts, as it will testify to the world Our esteem and regard for 
you, and the good correspondence which we wish to cultivate. Having thought 
proper to bestow a high mark of Our approbation on two of Our subjects, whose 
conduct We hope will have rendered them worthy of your esteem. We cannot 
add to the dignity of conferring those honours on them more than by desiring 
you will represent Our person upon this solemn occasion, and that you will 
perform those functions for Us which We always perform ourselves when the 
circumstances will admit. Our intention being to confer the Order of the Bath, 
one of Our most honourable marks of distinction, on Our Trusty and Well- 
beloved Sir John Lindsay, Knight, Oommander-in- Chief of Our ships and vessels 
in the East Indies, and of the marine force of Our United Company of Mer- 
chants trading to and in those parts, and on Our Trusty and Well-beloved Eyre 
Coote, Esq., Major-General of Our forces in the East Indies and Commandei’- 
in-Chief of all the said Company’s military force there. We have directed the 
said Sir John Lindsay to deliver to you this letter, with the Ensigns of the 
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Order, and to learn from you the time when it may he most agreeable to you 
to perform this ceremony, as well as to make known to you the nature and 
manner of bestowing these honours upon him and the said Eyre Coote, and so 
repeating Our wishes for your felicity. We bid you heartily farewell. Given at 
our Court at St. James’s, &c. 

Your affectionate friend, 

WEYMOUTH. GEOEGE, Bex, 


Proceedings of the Secret Oonmiittee. 

Eort WiEiam, the 8th November 1775. 

At a Council, Peesent: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings Governor- General, F resident. 
Lieutenant-General John Olavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 6th instant. 


Received the following letters from Mr. Bristow, Pyzabad, the 11th of October 1775. 

To the Hon'ble Warbrk Hastings, Esq., Governor-General, and the Members of the 

Hon^ble Supreme Council at Fort Willisim. 


Mr. Bristow’s letters. 


Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, — I had the honour 
to write last on the 6th instant. 


The Hon’hle Board are fully convinced of the distracted state of the 
Nabob’s Government. In the guaranteed provinces, though the brigade is 
upon the spot, yet he is exceedingly ill-obeyed and in many parts his troops 
have been defeated and only seven or eight days he was obliged to despatch six 
battalions to reinforce those on command. 


_ A great part of this country is possessed by zemindars who having held 
their lands in their families for a long period of time support a personal in- 
fluence with their riats, and can at all times induce them to resist, the aumils. 
The zemindars ever evade the payment of their rents, frequently from a spirit 
of litigionsness alone, and as frequently from the demands of the aumils exceed- 
ing the established custom. Military men are generally appointed to this 
station ; they have been accustomed to exercise almost unlimited authority, for 
if the late Vizier obtained the money he little regarded the means, and when 
balances accrued he compelled the aumils to make good the sums out of their 
private fortunes, imagining that they must have embezzled the deficiency, or 
caused it by their negligence. This was the consequence of oppressions for 
the complaints of the people were only a pretence for him to make exactions 
from the aumils, and the man, who, hut a month ago, refunded the fruits of his 
extortion, was frequently entrusted with the management of ' an extensive 
department. 

We may judge, from what is above recited, that neither the aumils nor the 
people will ever pay their rents regularly hut when compelled, and without 
the Nabob is punctual in demanding them, numberless evasions will he made. 
This indeed is the case, for he himself confessed to me, that instead of twenty 
lakhs which ought to have been collected on the new year, he had received 
hardly ten : he said, it was much owing to the drought, though, I believe, we 
may impute the principal causes to he the want of vigor and regularity on his 
part in not obliging his aumils to the discharge of their duty, for at this early- 
period the dearness cannot well he materially felt. At all events, I fear, what 
has passed^ cannot be retrieved, for the season for the collections once suffered 
to elapse without enforcing payment, the balances are rarely recovered, and, if 
at all, with the greatest difficulty. 
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To add to tliis unfortunate circumstance, the Js’ahoh has not ret heen able 
to procure any money from the Begam. Immediately on his return from Fyza- 
had he stated his distresses to me, and begged of me to use my endeavours to 
persuade the Begam to assist him. I wished to have declined complying with 
His Excellency’s request, especially after he had indirectly objected to my 
having any correspondence with her, but being sensible of his necessities I 
consented upon the condition of his not expecting of me to use violent means. 
I accordingly went to Eyzabad and explained particularly in writing to the 
Begam how impossible it was for the Nabob to conduct his Government with- 
out her assistance, and likewise insinuated to her, that slie could not complain 
of him, for he had granted her an additional jaghir of four lakhs a year for the 
sums he had already borrowed of her, and treated her with great respect. I 
further insinuated to her, that the treasures she possessed, were the treasures of 
the State, as she had not succeeded to them by any legal right, and they had 
been hoarded up to provide against an emergency. That that emergency was 
arrived, and I recommended it to her to spare His Excellency the sum of fifty 
lakhs as a donation. If this did not please her, to let the treasure be divided 
according to the laws of the Koran, or else grant him a loan, and that 1 could 
engage for the re-payment of it. 

After much persuasion the Begam agreed to pay the Nabob twelve lakhs, 
and this she declared was wholly to oblige me, and upon the conditions of the 
Company’s being to secure her the possession of her jaghyrs for life, and that the 
Nabob should not interfere with her upon any account. I excused myself 
because of the insignificancy of the sum, but offered to comply with her terms 
in case of her granting fifty lakhs. This I had authority for from the Nabob, 
who, on desiring me to undertake the negoeiation, repeatedly and earnestly ex- 
pressed his desire not to use any violence. And in order to prove it, he said, 
he would submit to the Company’s being mediators of all differences between 
him and the Begam. But it was hard, when reduced to such distress, that his 
mother should uselessly keep up immense treasurys. 

On my return, His Excellency approved of my conduct, and desired of me 
to write to tlie Begam very fully, again explaining his situation to her. That 
I had interfered merely to prevent any differences or doubts subsisting between 
them, which I thought the part of a mutual friend ; that I had always dis- 
suaded the Nabob from violent measures and would continue my endeavours, 
but the point in question was a domestic matter in which I could not insist 
on His Excellency’s following my advice. 

The Begam in her answer complained much of the administration of affairs, 
and told me in plain terms that what she would do should be for the sake of 
the English, and as for the Nabob, she would not advance him a single rupee 
upon his word, but sooner throw her jewels and money into the river. On my 
presenting the letters to His Excellency, he again desired of me to go to Eyza- 
bad as there were great doubts entertained of the eunuch, employed be- 
tween the Begam and me, not having explained my representations fully to 
her, but concealed such part as did not conform to his views. The Nabob 
ordered Sellar J ang and Bassant Ali Cawn to go to Eyzabad also, and follow 
Mui'tehzeh Cawn’s and my advice in making any additional representations 
which might be found necessary. It is generally believed the Begam has four 
crores in her possession, but I fancy, I may venture to say, she has one orore 
and seventy lakhs. Considering this immense sum, I hope, now we are all here 
and when circumstances are impartially stated, that she will yield to our 
persuasions. 

Anoop Gyr and Amrow Gyr act now more disrespectfully than ever to the 
Nabob. In an instance of some horses for Captain Toonie’s troop passing 
through their districts, I had procured the Nabob’s dustuck. The horses were 
stopped at many of the ohowkeys, and the man who had charge of them was 
told immediately from Anoop Gyr “ that twenty dustueks from the Nabob would 
be disregarded, but one slip of paper from Nudjiff Cawn would suffice.” On my 
sending to Anoop Gyr’s vaqueel to inform him of this circumstance, he waited on 
me and desired me never to apply to the Nabob, but to send for him, that he 
might inform his master, who would take care that no dependent of the Eng- 
lish should meet with impediments. Anoop Gyr refused to come to the Nabob 
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upon some frirolous excuse. Amrow Gyr did come. During liis stay he paid 
me a visit, and desired me not to look upon him as upon, the other officers of 
the Nabob’s Government, for he was no mottesedy, but a soldier, and hoped that 
I would return his visit. That he considered himself obliged to his sword for 
everything held, and repeatedly threw many reflections upon the Nabob, whom 
he pretended to disregard, but said he wished much for tlie friendship and pro- 
tection of the English. I heard him out and then told him I considered men 
only as they were attached to the Nabob Assuf-ul-Dowlah, who was the firm 
ally of the iSnglisli, and that be must expect we should look to his satisfaction 
prior to every other consideration, and furthermore that I could not give him 
the friendship and protection of the English. In regard to returning his 
visit, I said my station excused me from it, besides, I did not know if the Nabob 
would like it. 

I informed the Nabob of all that passed and observed to him that a man 
who expressed himself in this style ought to have no terms kept with him, and 
advised His Excellency to seize him at once. He answered he had formed a 
better plan of marching towards the Doab and taking the country out of the pos- 
session of the Gossaynes, and he thought on his approach that they would run 
away. How this enterprise will end I cannot say, for it is certain the Nabob’s 
troops have no confidence in him, and the fidelity of Myr Afzul’s corps, now with 
the Gossaynes, is much doubted. Anoop Gyr and Amrow Gyr have ten thousand 
foot and nine thousand horse, men of their own caste, in their pay, whom they 
can depend on. They are, 1 understand, daily collecting together ammunition, 
entertaining new troops, using their best endeavours to attach the liana of 
Goad, the Hajas of Bundelkhand, and all the petty Rajas in the neighbourhood, 
to their interest. I think it probable though that the whole of them will look 
on and be the friends of the strongest. In the late conquered countries the 
Gossaynes demand very low rents, if any, of the zemindars, and try by all 
means to attach them to their cause. Upon viewing the conduct of the Gos- 
saynes, I think there seems little appearance of their running away, and I am 
therefore the more anxious about the affair of the money, for, without getting 
it, the Nabob tells me he actually cannot take the field ; the consequence will 
be giving time to foreign powers, whenever any one shall he able to do it, to 
join the Gossaynes. Notwithstanding, the Nabob is so well informed of the 
conduct of these Chiefs, he gave Amrow Gyr a very honourable dress on his 
departure and delivered him another for his brother. The whole sums he con- 
sented to pay at this juncture was three lakhs of rupees ; he pretended this was 
not due from him, and in short, that the Nabob owes him and his brother twelve 
lakhs for monies advanced to pay the expense of the war, &c. 

Surut Sing is arrived at Dara Nagur and has taken upon him the manage- 
ment of the affairs of Rohilkhand, but a very inconsiderable sum is as yet 
realised. There are parties upon the spot — Murtehzeh Cawn of Baraitch, and 
Lettafut Ally Cawn, are supposed to he disaffected and ready to join the Nabob’s 
enemies. These Chiefs were before ordered to march to Delhy, but on the 
flight of Basheer Cawn, countermanded, and as the view the Nabob had in it 
was the settlement of the matter of the Vizarut, I shaR (agreeable to the 
Hon’ble Board’s orders) use my best endeavours to dissuade him from suffering 
any troops to be sent to the King in the present state of his own affairs. As to 
His Excellency’s journey to Delhy, - he now tells me he shall entirely drop all 
thoughts of it. 

My former letters speak fully of the discipline of the Nabob’s army and 
it is now, if possible, upon a still worse footing. A few days ago a man belong- 
ing to the Nudjib Regiment quarrelled with a sepoy, and their dispute coming 
to blows the latter was killed. The whole corps of sepoys to the number of 
eleven battalions and the corps of the Nudjib with the cavalry on their side 
drew up one against the other, and the Nabob with the greatest difficulty pre- 
vented them from fighting. It was not by punishing himself the offender by a 
fair trial, but by delivering him up to the discretion of the sepoys, who upon 
this event made a general discharge of the artillery. 

The day after this had happened the sepoys found out that one of their 
Commandants had secreted five thousand rupees received at Mindy Gaut to ' 
distribute amongst the heads of a set of mutineers who had created a disturb- 
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ance when the army was encamped at that place ; they beat the Commandant. 
The Nabob interfered, and with much intercession sa\red his life, but at the 
same time he himself received many insults from the ranks. The next day the 
Nabob wished to possess himself of the artillery in charge of the sepoys and 
sent two companies as an escort to bring it. The whole corps saw through the 
design and returned His Excellency for answer, “ that they could take very 
good care of it ” and would not suffer a gun to be moved, and in this manner 
they could themselves upon all occasions obey the Nabob*s orders or not, just 
as they think proper. 

Another very striking anecdote happened on our arrival at Lucknow, in a 
battalion under a Frenchman, who, having been on command, had preserved 
some kind of discipline. On his joining the Nabob’s army fifteen sepoys behav- 
ing ill, he dismissed them the service. The other sepoys on the spot reproached 
those of the Frenchman’s battalion for submitting to such an in^gnity. That 
if anything of the kind was once suffered they would hereafter be perpetually 
ill-treated, and insisted upon their making it a common cause ; they in conse- 
quence assembled in the night, severely beat their black officers upon the 
pretence of their giving the French commandant bad advice, but never touched 
the commandant himself. The affair ended by the Nabob’s yielding the point, 
for he reinstated the fifteen sepoys. The French commandant was one Soulier, 
who holds a commission in the French service. Shortly after this event he 
applied to me for a passport into Bengali, which I procured for him as well as 
for many others. There are now very few Europeans in the country, and those 
few are to set off in four or five days, staying only to settle their private affairs, 
for as the Nabob has once dismissed them his service they have no other 
means of gaining a subsistence. In regard to their passing up the country I 
have had some stopped, though it is difllcult, as they disguise themselves in 
Mussellman habits, and travel in covered hackeries, but the men of consequence, 
by their ability or military knowledge have all gone towards Bengali. 

I hope the circumstances above stated and the contents of my former letters 
will explain fully to the Hon’ble Board the situation of the Nabob’s internal 
government on the commencement of this season. 

In regard to foreign affairs, Nudjif Oawn has finally concluded the peace 
with the Bajputs who are put into possession of Camoo. It was agreed at first 
that he should keep Namdal, but he afterwards gave it up and has received 
three lakhs of rupees in ready money, jewels and shawls, and eight lakhs are to 
be paid him in eight equal monthly kists. The armies of both parties have 
ceased hostilities. 

Bunjeet Sing succeeded to Nool Sing, who though only in fact the guar- 
dian and regent for the true Baja of the Jauts, Kehry Sing, yet, being his 
uncle, he assumed an independent authority. He died at a time that the affairs 
of the Jauts were in a most distracted state. Bunjeet Sing was for some time 
obeyed, but the mother of Kehry Sing, wishing to get more authority into her 
own hands, attached Beum Haad Cawn to her cause and got him to introduce 
one thousand Rohillas into the fort in order to seize Bunjeet Sing. They were 
repulsed with the loss of seven or eight men. Oownher Dawnsaa was the 
person whom the mother wanted to make regent, and as his party by the assist- 
ance of the Bohillas was as strong as Bunjeet Sing’s, the latter apprehended 
the consequences and therefore entered into a correspondence with Nudjif 
Oawn, and I should imagine that Dike will soon fall into his hands, or else a 
peace will be made upon very advantageous terms to him. It is also probable 
the Bohillas will not hold out long, as the son of their Chief is in confinement 
with Bunjeet Sing, who threatens to make his life answer for any attempts the 
father may make contrary to his views. 

There is now every probability of Nudjif Cawn’s being soon relieved from 
the present war, but I should imagine his country is in too distracted a state 
and his treasury too low to admit of his undertaking new enterprises, otherways 
the Gossaynes have entertained a correspondence with him and he has expressed 
his inclination to assist them. At all events they ought not to have time given 
them to strengthen their confederacy, especially as the Mahrattas have been 
invited to join in it. I do not hear of any certain measures they have in con- 
sequence adopted, and from all appearances, there is little probability of their 

468 F. D. 



6 


coming before tbe Kabob (if be gets money) will hare the opportunity, as I 
hope, to settle the Doab. 

At the same time that Nudjif Cawn and the Nabob correspond in the 
most amicable style, they still privately encomuge the disaffected persons in 
both Governments to take refuge with them. Nudjif Cawn has applied to the 
Nabob for his assistance, as he complains heavily that the confusion created in 
his country by the war and the drought will inevitably reduce him to great 
.distress, it not being possible for him to collect any considerable revenues 
during the ensuing year. Notwithstanding it is in every respect the intei’est of 
these two Princes to be upon amicable terms, they bear one another such an 
inveterate enmity that they will hardly ever be able to depend upon each other’s 
assurances. Ellye Cawn and Basheer Cawn foment the division. The former 
has a considerable property. The latter saved some matter before his flight, 
he has united in strict alliance with Nudjif Cawn, at whose instance he stop- 
ped at Agra, where he now is. 

The King remains in the same distressed state without money or resources, 
perplexed by the intrigues of Abdul Abut Cawn and perpetually insulted. 
Sabiter Cawn, who had entered into Abdul Abut Cawn’s views, was obliged to 
leave Delhy, to defend the small extent of country remaining in his possession 
against the Sikes who are now at Gossgurra to the number of flve thousand 
horse. The riiain body is retired. 

The King has, at Abdul Abut Cawn’s instigation, written to Timur Shaw a 
very long letter inviting him to come to his assistance and proposing a double 
marriage between their children. By intelligence only received this day, it is 
said that a part of Timur Shaw’s army has actually crossed the Attock. The 
Sikes and Naseer Cawn, a Prince, who governs a country lying between Lahore 
and Bissore, well defended by hills,* through which he must pass, will oppose 
him so that I imagine before he enters Hindostan he must have many diffi- 
culties to encounter ; however as to the authenticity of this intelligence I must 
tefer the Hon’ble Board to my future address. 

Upon the whole, fortune seems singularly to have favoured the Nabob, 
for at the present juncture, a foreign enemy might do him immense mischief, 
hnd from probable appearances there is none immediately able to hurt him. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Mesident at Court of the Nabob of Oudh. 


Eld.— T. Y. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee ffom 7th to 27th December 

1775. 


Secret Dept. Dort William, the 7th December 1775. 

Thursday. At a. Cotjnoii;, Present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Govemoi'-General, Fresiding. 
Lieutenant- Generae John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Barwbll, Esq. 

Philip Erancis, Esq. 


Reconsidered the subject of the late differences between the President 
and Council at Port St. George, and the Nabob of the Carnatic, and read the 
minute and opinion of the Board on the same subject recorded in consultation 
the 8th November last. The Board having formed this judgment upon an 
attentive perusal of the order of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, respecting 
the extent of the Nabob’s authority, and the right of interference allowed by 
them to the President and Council at Fort St. George, think it pi’oper, for the 
sake of bringing the whole into one point of view, to subjoin a copy of those 
orders to the following minutes with a summary recapitulation of them 
annexed. 


Resolved that, in conformity to the sentiments expressed in consultation 8th November, the 
following letter he now written to the President and Council at Fort St. Gteorge 
and that the Governor-General be requested to write to the Nabob of the Carnatic in 
similar terms. 

Gentlemen, — We have attentively read and considered your letter of the 
12th August last, together with all the proceedings which you transmitted us 
respecting the late disagreement between your Government and the Nabob of 
the Carnatic. We were under extreme concern to observe these unhappy 
differences ; they do not come under our cognizance, either by the controlling 
powers vested in us by the Act of Parliament, or the instructions of the Court 
of Directors ; and it cannot but be very unpleasant to us to give our senti- 
ments on a matter so delicate ; but as we have received a like reference from 
the Nabob, we consider ourselves voluntarily chosen as arbitrators by each 
party, and shall therefore gladly take this occasion to offer our mediation in 
hopes that it may be the means of effecting a reconciliation between you and 
the Nabob. The occasion not being sought by us, but brought before us in a 
solemn and deliberate appeal, mutually made by you and the Nabob, we hope 
and expect that a deference will he paid to our judgment. 

[In forming onr decision upon the points referred to us, we have allowed 
great consideration to the several orders of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, 
on the extent of the Nabob’s authority, and the right of interference given 
to your Board. These we have made the chief grounds of our opinion, which 
will he found entirely consistent with them. 

We think that yon have an undoubted right to offer your advice to the 
Nabob on all matters by which you apprehend that either the common 
interest, which the Company’s possessions with the Nabab in the Carnatic or 
even their separate concerns may be affected ; but in all matters which respect 
the internal government of the Carnatic, the management and collection of its 
revenues, — ^in a word all acts depending on him as the Sovereign of that 
country, — he has the sole right of deciding. You may advise, may remonstrate, 
but can neither demand, insist, nor interpose any degree of authority without 
breach of the positive orders of the Company. 
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The greatest tenderness and delicacy should he ohserred in every commu- 
nication with the Nabob. This is a rule repeatedly enjoined and in the strong- 
est terms hy the Hon’ble Court of Directors, recommended by the example of 
the King himself, and consistent with the strictest policy.] 

But we are of opinion that you have departed from both the above-men- 
tioned rules in your late proceedings towards the Nabob, in the manner in 
which you have disputed his right to nominate his son Amir-ul-Amra to the 
command and government of Tanjore ; in the severe reflections which you 
•have east upon the character of that son, and the reproach and contempt with 
which you have expressed your own sentiments of the Nabob’s honour and 
understanding. 

The order issued by you forbidding all the Company’s servants and 
dependants from visiting the Nabob without the permission of the President 
was consonant to the orders of the Company, and agreeable to the former 
practice of your Government. 

Poet ‘William, We are, &c. 

The 7th Deeember 1775. ) 


The Board now proceed to consider the further sources of mutual dis- 
agreement, to which the Nabob and the Government at Fort St. Geoi^e are 
liable, that they may offer their sentiments upon them in the next advices to 
the Hon’ble the Court of Directors. 

In the first place we cannot reflect upon the nature of the alliance and 
connection which subsist between the Company and the Nabob without the 
most alarming apprehensions for the dangerous consequences which they may 
draw on the Company’s interests and possessions in the Carnatic, in the event 
of his death and the uncertain succession to his Government. From the long 
union which has subsisted between the Nabob and the Company, the habit 
of confidence and attachment which a participation of all the vicissitudes and 
extremes of ill and good fortune experienced by both in a course of near 30 
years must have indelibly impressed upon his mind, and the little probability 
of his shaMng off, in the decline of his life, all the ties which bind him to the 
Company, to the British nation, and even to the person of the King himself, 
who has honoured him with the most public as well as the most gracious 
testimonies of his friendship, there is little cause of apprehension during the 
life of the present Nabob ; but none of these causes can operate in the mind of 
his successor, and therefore it becomes every day more and more necessary to 
provide for all the contingencies of such an event. . Hitherto the alliance 
between the Company and the Nabob has continued without any express or 
written engagements, supported only by mutual necessity, and strong natural 
obligations. These are not likely to exist longer than the person of the present 
Nabob, whose interest and fears will obviously prompt him to aim at ah in- 
dependency, as, on the other hand, the ambition of those to whom the repre- 
sentation of the British authority in the Carnatic will devolve, may as obviously 
tempt them to encroach on the bounds of his rights and authority unless a clear 
line be drawn between them. 

The government of the Carnatic, the appointment to commands, the re- 
gulation of the forces of the provinces, the collection of the revenues, the 
correspondence with foreign Chiefs and States, the negotiation and even the 
execution of foreign treaties — are strictly the rights of the Nabob and must 
of course descend to his heirs, unless a provision shall be made by future 
treaty for such cases as may admit or require the intervention of the authority 
of the Company. It is not easy to establish such a partition and leave the 
line of their separate powers clearly defined between them, with every degree 
of precision, that may preclude future contests: Yet this ought to be done, 
or even the present uncertain system will be preferable to any adjustment 
that shall leave an opening for encroachments and afford a specious sanction 
to the strongest under-forced interpretation to attempt them. 

In the subordinate government and superintendency of the province the 
Nabob must be the sole disposer, nor ought the Governor of Fort St. George 
to interfere without the most clear and urgent necessity. 
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The appointment to the commands in his army and of fortified places 
mnst be left entire with him, but in a like reserTation with the preceding 
article, in eases of extreme necessity, which ought not in decency to be sup- 
posed, and which, whenever they shall happen, will suggest their own remedy. 
In the collections of his revenues no case can occur which could require a 
foreign interposition. These should be left wholly at his disposal. 

He should be allowed to correspond and negociate with whom and in what 
manner soever he pleased and with or without the participation of our Gov- , 
ernment ; but he ought not to conclude any treaty without the consent of the ' 
Government of Fort St. George, nor even without admitting them as parties or 
principals equal with himself in the engagements ; and we think it proper also 
that he should consult the President and Council at Fort St. George on all 
matters of importance which may at any time be the subject of his nego- 
tiations. 

The regulation of his army, the number and strength of every corps ought 
to he fixed by treaty, without an option reserved to the Nabob to make any 
alteration in either, without the concurrence of the President and Council at 
Fort St. George, while the defence of the Carnatic depends, as it ever must, on 
the military power of the British Government. That Government has a natural 
right, which cannot be taken from it without hazarding the safety of the 
whole system, to dictate the means of its defence; in whatever manner the 
Nabob’s military establishment shall be resolved on, it ought to be such as may 
aid — not counteract — the effect of ours, nor load the Nabob with superfluous 
expenses. He can neither want infantry nor artillery while he depends on our 
forces, which consist of both. The Sibendy or country militia will be neces-, 
sary for enforcing the collections and preserving the peace of the country, and 
a large and well-appointed body of cavalry will serve to complete all that is 
wanting to put the united military system of that province on the most respect- 
able footing ; neither of these corps would clash with ours, but would render 
his alliance almost equally serviceable and necessary to us as ours would be to 
him. 

■We would recommend to him the appointment of British ofiGLcers to com- 
mands in his army ; but these should be left to his absolute nomination, wdth 
the exception only of persons who may be obnoxious to our Government, and 
for this cause it should be required of him, in all new appointments of such 
officers, to deliver their names previously to the Governor, to give him an 
opportunity of objecting to improper or disqualified persons. French should be 
absolutely excluded from his service, whether civil or military ; all other 
Europeans may be admitted, with the consent of the President and Council at 
Fort St. George. 

We observe the Nabob’s residence at Chippauk to be much objected to 
by the Presidency of Fort St. George, as contributing to alienate the Nabolj’s 
confidence from their government, by the facility of access which it affords to 
disaffected or intriguing dependents of our own Government, and by the means 
of encouragement and confidence afforded to the Nabob himself, in his opposi- 
tion to the President and Council, by assurances received from individuals and 
by a daily knowledge of the competitions and inclinations of the different 
Members of the Council ; on the other hand, it may be agreed that by dwelling 
in the midst of our colony and by a daily association with the English, he will 
naturally contract an affection to the nation and familiarize himself to its 
manners and customs ; but that a remote residence will breed a strangeness 
between him and his allies, will expose his mind to be drawn from them by 
the most dangerous suggestions which his own suspicions or the artifices of 
ill-advisers may- create, and in the end utterly destroy his confidence in the 
Company ; while we allow both sides of the question their due weight, we must 
offer our opinion that in the present case the Nabob ought to be left entirely 
to his option. He has passed his youth in the society of the English, and a great 
part of his life has been spent within the boundaries of Madras itself, from 
which no pretext could justify his exclusion in his old age. The possession of 
the jagheer has been another source of great disagreement with the Nabob. We 
conceive that the first design of the appropriation of this territory to the 
Company’s use was to afford their settlement of Madras and their army the 
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means of subsistence independent of the Nabob^s will or_ bounty. This design 
is certainly frustrated by learing the possession of it in his hands, as the daily 
supplies of the markets still depend on his power and may be totally inter- 
cepted at his pleasure or withheld by the caprice or knavery of his officers. 


Eead the following letter from Sir Edward Hughes : — 

(Secret and Confidential!) 

Dated Eort St. George, the 30th September 1775. 

SiE AND Gentlemen, — That nothing may be wanting on my part towards 
the success of the treaty now coming forward between your Board and the 
Ministerial party at Poonah, I take the liberty to relate the information, which 
I have received from the Nabob, on some particulars, which, if well grounded, 
are likely to put a total stop to that desired measure. His Highness means, he 
tells me, to relate the whole to you himself. My wish is to give you as early 
notice as possible. The Nabob expressed himself confidentially to me, in words 
to this effect : — 

“ The Nizam hath written to the Governor-General and Superior Council 
of Bengal, making a tender of his services to assist in the treaty now coming 
on between that Board and the Ministerial party at Poonah, offering to aid the 
English effectually therein, but I have secret intelligence of the duplicity of 
the Nizam ; he hath already made a proposal to join the Poonah party with 
60,000 horse, that a like number shall be furnished by that party, and it is well 
known what choice Hyder Ally Cawn would make of a part to act in this scene. 
JThe design being sufficiently ripe for execution, the mask is to be thrown away, 
and they are in conjunction to break with the English, whom, by the sanguine 
liopes of the Nizam, they are to find unprepared for such a piece of treachery^ 
My opinion ever was that the Mahrattas should be treated with sword in hand. 

“ The Nizam never had any affection for the English, and whatever he may 
at. any time do, in concert with them, will be to answer some purpose of his 
own, which has been instanced already. The Mahrattas formerly took a part 
of his territory ; he hopes now to regain it by one means or other. 

“ My views are all untired in the welfare of the English and for my own 
counti’y, the Carnatic, and it is well known that they ever have been so.” 

Thus far the Nabob. I beg leave to add, that I think His Highness sin- 
cere, and at all times to be depended on. 

(Sd.) Edwaed Hughes. 


The Governor-General lays before the Board the following paper of intelligence : — 

Intelligence of the progress of the expedition which was fitted out from Chandernagore in the 

winter 1774. . 

Its destination it seems was not for forming an establishment in the 
islands in the Bay of Bengal, as then surmised, but for the revenging on the 
Sultan of Posser, on the island of Borneo, the loss of a Erench ship which was 
treacherously cut off by him about two years ago, and all the people massacred. 
The Btoile, a King’s frigate commanded by Mr. Danbriant, mounting 44 guns, 
was sent on this service, with two small vessels to accompany her. Great care 
was taken to conceal this expedition from the Dutch, who, they suspected, might, 
from their known jealousy of all Europeans in these parts, give notice to the 
Sultan of its destination. It is by the return of one of the small vessels to 
Bengal within these fiive days that this intelligence is come. The letters 
bear what Mr. Danbriant arrived at Posser at the season of the year when all 
the vessels were at home and before the people had any intelligence of him. 
That they however made a stout resistance, and even boarded one of the small 
vessels before the frigate came up, but that she soon obliged them to abandon 
her and that afterwards he sunk, burnt, or destroyed every vessel they had, 
putting every ^ man to the sword ; that he then landed, took and destroyed the 
town, massacring all the inhabitants who made resistance. That the Sultan 
to their great disappointment escaped. After this the frigate proceeded to 
China,' and the small sloop was despatched here with the advices. There was 
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nobody killed on board the frigate, but several on board tbe small ressel, 
particularly one gentleman of Chandernagore, wbo served on board, but wbose 
name is not recollected. 

These letters also mark that tbe new Chief of Balanbangan was arrived 
in these parts, that be had not repossessed that island, but was, when these 
advices came, away at a place on the mainland of Borneo, where it was 
thought he would form a settlement. 


Eesolved that a copy o£ the above intelligence be sent to Sir Edward Hughes with the follow- 
ing letter : — 

Sir, — We have had the honour to receive the letter which you addressed 
us on the 30th September last. 

We return you thanks for communicating to us the sentiments of the 
Nabob, Walla Jah Bahadur, upon the projects and views of Nizam Ally Cawn. 

Having now obtained intelligence of the destination of the lEtoile, we beg 
leave to enclose a copy for your information, and remain with esteem. 

Sir, 

Bort Wilmam, ■) Tours, &o. 

The 7th December 1775. ) 


Observations on the Minute of GENERAt Clavbeing, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, 
No. 2, entered in Consultation of the I5th September. 

Little can be said on the minute of the gentlemen of the majority, dated 
the 16th September, No. 2, but what would be a mere repetition of my former 
addresses. I shall therefore be very concise in my remarks upon it. 

My reasons for stopping the payment of the King’s tribute, and for the ces- 
sion of Corah and Allahabad have already been fully explained, and the entire 
approbation of those measures, which you have been pleased to express in your 
commands of the 3rd of March 1775, renders me totally indifferent to the repro- 
aches of the gentlemen of the majority on those subjects. Indeed I doubt not but 
I should have been equally censured by them had I acted on a contrary plan. 

It is true that the stipulations which were made with the Nabob Sujah 
Howlah, the subsidy excepted, have afforded only a “temporary supply; ” but 
this temporary supply has served for the discharge of the Company’s debt, 
which was before incurred ; and the internal resources of the country with the 
plan of economy established by the late administration are fully sufflieient to 
prevent them from being again involved in difficulties. 

I am sensible that in forming estimates of the Company’s dead stock it is 
impossible to ascertain its real value. The enormous sums which have been 
expended on forts, barracks, cantonments, &c., were disbursed long before my 
arrival in this country, Tbe expenses on this account since the commence- 
ment of my government will be found, on a comparison, to be very moderate. 
I do not pretend to appraise the Company’s property in Bengal, and when I 
say they are two crores richer in 1775 than in 1772, I conceive it in no way 
affects the truth of my proposition whether the new fort is stated on both 
sides of the account at one hundred and fifty lacks or at fifteen. 

I have already shown that the excess of the five years’ settlement beyond 
the amount which could be realized proceeded, not from any desire of the late 
administration to deceive the Company, but from their accepting the highest 
offers, and from the farmers being themselves deceived in the value of the lands. 
Balances have ever been incurred in this country, and must continue to be so, 
until landed property becomes more valuable and the revenue is settled oh 
easier terms. To form a just idea of the present revenues, the actual collec- 
tions should be compared, not with a settlement, which in almost every district 
has imdergone alterations, but with the actual coUections of former years. I 
must further observe that the majority in their state of the revenue of 1181, 
make no allowance for the established charges, but compare the nett collections 
with the gross settlement. 
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That you may have a comprehensive state of the revenue of these pro- 
vinces, I have now the honour to transmit enclosed the folllowing accounts : — 

Abstract account of demands, receipts and balances of the Beioany lands of Bengal from 1172 to 

1181,— No. 1. 

Abstract of the ceded lands of Bengal from 1175 to 1181,— No. S. 

Abstract of ike province of Behar from 1172 to 1181,— No, 3. 

Abstract of the neat receipts from the whole during the above periods, — No. 4. 

Prom these it will appear that notwithstanding the vast loss which the 
country sustained of its inhabitants by the famine, the nett revenue of Bengal 
and Behar in 1181, exclusive of the profits of salt and opium, does not fall 
short of the medium of the years preceding the five years’ settlement more 
than 12 lacks of rupees, of which above half arises from Bazy Jumma, and 
other oppressive taxes, that have been totally abolished for the relief of the 
people and in conformity to your orders. 

In reply to the observation that “ no just and vigorous measures had been 
taken for accomplishing the reduction of the bonded debt before the arrival 
of the gentlemen of the majority,” I must observe that the former administra- 
tion had actually discharged a part of it, and by a system of economy and their 
engagements with Sujah Dowla, had provided the fund for discharging the 
whole, and I desire the gentlemen of the majority will point out a single 
measure taken since their arrival which has contributed to the reduction of 
the debt, either by a saving in the Company’s expenses or by an addition to 
their receipts. 

The quantity of salt which may have been smuggled I apprehend was 
too inconsiderable to affect the Company’s sales. I attribute the want of 
purchasers to different causes, viz., the exclusion of Europeans from dealing in 
that article of trade, the little confidence which the natives place in the equity 
and attention of the present Government, and above all the very great quantity 
of foreign salt imported, which the proprietors can afford to sell even at so low a 
price as sixty or seventy rupees per 100 maunds. This the gentlemen of the 
majority know to be a principal cause of the low demand of the salt of this 
country, although they attribute it to no other but to the immense quantities 
of salt smuggled from the contractors themselves, or now on hand in the pos- 
session of English gentlemen. 

There was no contract for opium in the year 1773. It was purchased at 
Patna for ready money. The contractors in 1774 brought down the opium at 
their own risk and expense to Calcutta, and paid duties to the Company; 
whereas the present contractor is to deliver it at Patna. The difference of price, 
therefore, although considerable, is not so much as it is stated by the gentle- 
men of the majority ; and I am not without doubts of the ability of the present 
contractor to perform his engagements without loss to himself. At any rate, 
I should think it extraordinary from any but these gentlemen that my having 
opened to the Company a new source of profit should be converted into a 
matter of reproach against me, on the plea that the profit might have been 
something greater. 

I have replied to all the points which required it in the noinute of the 
gentlemen of the majority. A vein of fancy runs through the rest to which 
it is not easy to reply ; but I hope that I also may be excused by their example 
if I for once deviate from the plain path of business to follow that of 
speculation and conjecture. Not satisfied with passing their censures on what 
has actually been done, they have led^ their imaginations into other probable 
events, deduced from the principles which they condemn. In like manner I 
shall venture from the avowal of their maxims to draw the conclusion of the 
probable measmes and consequences which would have taken place had they 
held the administration in the period which preceded theirs. 

The gentlemen of the majority, whose will has been a law ever since their 
arrival in Bengal, have in general contented themselves with depreciating the 
conduct of the late administration without aiming at any amendments ; few 
changes in the system of government have taken place : the 'bank indeed has 
been abolished, the superintendence of the Courts of Justice has been suspended, 
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tlie ofiB-cers appointed by the late Administratioa have been removed to mate 
room for others, and endless inquisitions have been undertaken. But the 
important arrangements of the last Government and the plan for the manage- 
ment of the revenue have been condemned, but are still retained. 

Prom this mode of conduct the gentlemen of the majority derive a great 
advantage. If the Company’s affairs prosper, they attribute all the merit of 
it to themselves ; if they decline, it is the effect of my government, or of the 
defective system which had been established. But your Hon’ble Court will, 

I hope, appreciate their services not hy their professions, but by the real 
advantage which the Company has reaped from them. They have been 
employed in the management of the Company’s affairs only twelve months, 
during which Mr. Barwell and I have assisted in all points of business, with 
our advice, our experience and our labours. I have served the Company during 
five and twenty years, have been engaged in various and not seldom in difficult 
conjunctures, and my conduct has been exposed to a test to which theirs cannot 
be subjected. Upon my succeeding to this Government, your affairs wore the 
most unfavourable aspect : your expenses were immoderate, the treasury was 
drained, and the Company was loaded with a heavy bonded debt without any 
funds or any prospect of discharging it. Before their arrival the chai’ges in 
every Department of Government were reduced, the revenue in spite of every 
deduction yielded nearly as much as it had done at any period since the Com- 
pany’s accession to the Dewany, and the bonded debt was partly paid off and 
^he funds for discharging the whole of it secured. 

The short period of their administration, the tmimportance of the measures 
which they have adopted, and the circumspection which party and faction 
naturally beget, render it difficult to discover the line of conduct which under 
different circumstances they would have pursued in the management of the Com- 
pany’s affairs. It can only he collected from their maxims of government and 
from negative conclusions. Yet as it is of consequence for you to be acquainted 
with the opinions of those who are candidates for your favour, not by the 
merit of their own services, but by detracting from the services of others, I 
beg leave to submit to your Hon’ble Court an account of what the gentlemen 
of the majority would not have done, had the government of this country been 
entrusted to them. To determine what they would have done, had they held 
the undivided power in Bengal, requires a skill which, whatever may be my 
conjectures, I pretend not to possess. 

The repeated disapprobation which the gentlemen of the majority have 
expressed at the measures of the former administration may surely be allowed 
as an undoubted proof that they would not have adopted them, and the Com- 
pany of course must have been precluded from the certain advantages which 
they have akeady produced. In stating these, I will confine myself to such 
points as are noticed in their minute of the 15th September last. 

I will suppose, then, that the government of this country had been com- 
mitted to the gentlemen of the majority during the period in which I had the 
honour to hold it, and I will endeavour from their maxims and opinions to 
draw a picture of their administration and to trace its effects. 

The sacred right which they entertain for the faith of treaties (of at least - 
a doubtful validity) would have led them under every circumstance, whether of 
necessity, of good policy, or of interest, to have preserved them inviolate. They 
would have found the Company hound to pay the Eling an annual tribute of 
26 lacks of rupees, to guarantee to him the provinces of Corah and AUahabad, 
to defend the territories of Sujah Dowlah, and to pay the Nabob of Bengal an 
annual stipend of 32 lacks. Upon reading your orders for reducing the 
Nabob’s stipend to 16 lacks, they would have remonstrated against them as a 
" breach of pubHe faith,” and their anxiety for your honour would have pre- 
vented their carrying them into execution. The King’s tribute being considered 
as a just debti would have been regularly remitted to Delhy, when the King, 
enticed by the Mahrattas, threw himself under their protection, repaired to 
Delhy, and abandoned Corah and Allahabad ; they would have either undertaken 
to preserve these provinces which were “trusted” to our good faith and put 
under our care/ or in obedience to his royal mandate wotdd have allowed him 
to dispose of Kis territory, and the Mahrattas to take quiet possession of it. 
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The Rohillas, unable to defend themselves against such powerful neighbours, 
would either have been obliged to unite their arms with those of the Mahrattas 
or been reduced to subjection. The Mahrattas thus holding Corah, Allahabad 
and the Rohilla country and possessed of the Eling’s person, would have appro- 
priated to themselves the annual tribute of 26 lacks and become formidable to 
Sujah Dowlah and to the Company by their power and vicinity of their domi- 
nion. The guaranteed territories of Sujah Dowlah would have been exposed to 
frequent invasions ; and as the Company were bound to defend them without 
any stipulated compensation, a Brigade would have been marched to his assist- 
ance, and from a regard to “ justice ’* and a desire of avoiding the imputation 
of “ liiring out the troops of the State for the benefit of a subsidy,” it would 
have been done gratis. The Mahrattas would soon have discovered the secret 
of carrying on their operations to advantage. Secure from reprisals, they would 
have crossed this frontier of our ally, plundered his country, and upon the 
appearance of our troops, if they still dreaded the English arms, would have 
retired within the line of their own territory. 

Nor would the effects of this refined system been confined only to your 
political affairs. The same generous concern for the “ Company’s honour," 
the same strict adherence to the letter treaties and the same contempt of 
“ pecuniary advantages ” would have led the gentlemen of the majority to 
disregard every means of supplying the Company’s treasury from external 
reso urces. 

1 will endeavour to form a list of these resources : — 

The cession of Corah and Allahabad to Sujah Dowlah would 
have been considered as selling the property of our allies ” 
and the Company would not have received . . . 50,00,000 

The troops of the State would not have been “ hired out for the 

benefit of a subsidy.” I will estimate this fund only at . 25,00,000 

The King^s tribute as a " just debt of the State ” would have 

been paid. ' By their own account it amounts to . . 90,00,000 

The Itohilla war has drawn upon me such foul reproaches that 
it may well be reckoned upon. The consideration to the 
Company was . . 40,00,000 

There are also some measures of " Finance,” which ought per- 
haps to be added to this account. 1 will mention only two. 

The gentlemen of the majority question whether I had authority 
to throw the salt trade back into a monopoly. Their objec- 
tions against it operate more strongly against that of opium. 

If these measui’es are wrong, why are they allowed to conti- 
nue ? At any rate the disapprobation of them implies that 
they would not have been adopted. I will estimate the pro- 
fit to the Company only at 20,00,000 

Thus the Company would not have gained above two orores of rupees. 

I submit to your Hon’ble Court whether the above conclusions are forced 
or exaggerated, or whether they are not fully supported by the scope of the argu- 
ments of the gentlemen of the majority. They exhibit to you a system of 
refined policy which, however it might have redounded to the “ honour of the 
Company,” would, I humbly apprehend, have contributed very little to extri- 
cate them out of their difficulties. 

In answer, I expect from the gentlemen of the majority an elaborate 
account of the intemM mismanagement of Bengal, and of the wealth whict 
would have flowed into the Company’s Treasury from their better services. 
W^t credit your Hon’ble Court may be pleased to bestow on these professions 

conjecture. When, personal and partial accusations 
schemes of public utility, when the views of your Council 
sh^l he turned to the administration of justice, to the prosperity of the in- 
habitants, and to the improvement of the revenue, when our attention shall be 

currency to business, and vigour to government, I also 
will jom in acknowledging the services of your present administration. 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Eeply to the Minute of General Claveeing, Colonel Monson and Me, Francis entered in 

Consultation of the 18th October 1775. 

I have already entered my protest against the Eesolution of the majority 
for the appointments of Muhamad Eeza Cawn and Eaja Gnrdass and the dis- 
mission of Maharaja Eajbulab, in the Consultation of the 18th of October. 

On a revisal of the minnte deliverd on that day by Mr. Barwell, I find 
the subject of those appointments so fully discussed as to leave little for me 
to add in elucidation of it. Indeed to attempt a deliberate and minute refut- 
ation of the arguments which have been made use of by the majority for the 
justification of their conduct on this occasion would be to allow them more 
weight than in my opinion they can justly claim, since a plain recital of the 
Company’s orders and of the measures professedly taken in obedience to them 
will be sufficient to shew their total incongruity. The following is a clear state 
of both : — 

The words of the general letter are as follows : — 

TaragrapTi 46 . — ^The conduct of Nundcomar in the part he has taken 
against Mahomed Reza Cawn appear to us so very inconsistant and unworthy, 
that we feel a repugnance to the continuance of his son in the high office of 
Boy Boyan of the province ; and as the acquittal of Muhammad Beza Cawn 
warracts us again to employ him, we direct that if he can with propriety 
accept of that office, under the regulations and restrictions established by our 
President and Council, and with the salary granted to Baja Gurdass for exe- 
cuting the same, he be forthwith appointed thereto, and receive a proper 
khellaut and such other marhs of distinction as are usually conferred on natives 
on like occasions. We mean not by this appointment to restore Mahomed 
Beza Cawn to any improper degree of power, but merely to testify our satis- 
faction on finding his former conduct has been so much better than we expected. 

paragraph 47 . — ^And in regard to Baja Gurdass, though we cannot con- 
sent to his remaining Boy Boyan of the province, yet in consideration of the 
favourable character we have received of him, we have no objection to his 
being appointed to any office of less importance, if you shall be of opinion that 
his behaviour has entitled him to such a mark of our indulgence. 

The plain and evident meaning of these orders is that they disapprove of 
the continuance of Baja Gurdass in the office which had been assigned him as 
an incitement and gratification of his father’s services, whose conduct they 
condemn ; that they therefore direct him to be dispossessed of it, and Muham- 
mad Beza Cawn to be appointed in his 'stead. They add in explanation of their 
intentions respecting both that the dismission of Gurdass for Ms father’s deme- 
rits was not to disqualify him for any office of less importance to wMch he 
might be entitled by his own behaviour, nor Muhammad Beza Cawn restored 
to any improper degree of power, but employed in such a manner only as m^ht 
serve to publish Ms restoration to their favour. 

Unfortunately in specifying the office held by Baja Gurdass they have 
mistaken it for that of Boy Boyan, which he never possessed, but which had 
been given to Maharaja Bajbullub, and tMs they direct to be transferred 
from Gurdass to Muhammad Beza Cawn. 

It would have been consistent with the respect which is due from the 
servants of the Company to their superiors to have drawn a veB over any 
errors which in the variety and intricacy of their affairs are sometimes un- 
avoidable, and to have adopted the spirit of their commands where the letter 
differed from the facts upon which they were formed. Instead of this rule, 
the majority have given an eclat to a mistake which was in itself of no conse- 
quence, by making it the foundation of measures diametrically opposite, both 
in spirit and letter, to those which had been enjoined. They have conferred 
on Muhammad Beza Cawn the dignity of Naib Subah, with all the appendages 
of that high office, which had been abrogated by the late President and Council 
with the subsequent approbation of the Court of Directors, by wMoh all the 
powers of the Magistracy and of the Courts of Criminal Justice throughout 
the provinces center in the person of Muhammad Beza Cawn alone, without 
a check or control. This certainly was not such an appointment as the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors alluded to when they said they meant " not by it to 
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restore Muhammad Eeza Cawn to any improper degree of power, but merely 
to testify their satisfaction on finding his former conduct had been so much 
better than they expected.” 

As a preparative to this measure Eaja Gurdass was divested of the office 
which he unworthily filled in the Nizamut ; and because the Court of Directors 
had been pleased to declare that they had no objection to his being appointed 
to any office of less importance” than that of Eoy Eoyan, he was appointed to 
that of Eoy Eoyan, from which they had expressly enjoined his removal. 

Maharaja Eajbullub, who lay under no disqualification, who had held 
the office of Eoy Eoyan by an appointment long since confirmed by the general 
approbation of the Court of Directors, whose father had an equal share with 
the Nabob Taffur Ally Cawn in the negooiations which laid the foundation of 
the British Empire in India, was abruptly and ignominiously dismissed to make 
room for Eaja Gurdass, and to expiate in his stead the inconsistency and 
unworthiness of his father Maharaja Nund Comar, 

One cause indeed they have assigned for the dismission of Maharaja 
Rajbullub, which is implied in their objection to his original appointment, 
viz.^ his extreme youth and inexperience. If these are disqualifications, the 
gentlemen of the majority have been very unfortunate in the choice which 
they have made of Eaja Gurdass to supply his place. Maharaja Rajbullub is 
at this time 31 years of age and had acted in the character of Eoy Eoyan before 
his appointment by the late President and Council. Raja Gurdass is at this 
time but 24 years of age, was never employed in the business of the revenues, 
and I will venture to say is incapable by any practice of acquiring a competent 
knowledge of it. This opinion of Gurdass is not of late adoption. It wiU be 
found both in my minutes, and in one of Mr. Middleton’s in the proceedings of 
the Committee of Circuit at the time in which he was proposed for the Dewany 
of the Nizamut, and assigned as the principal reason for giving him that ap- 
pointment. 

I have reason to believe that the Court of Directors in the orders which 
have been above quoted considered them as strictly conformable to the senti- 
ments which I had myself entertained and even expressed to them upon the 
subject to which they refer, and will hear perhaps with surprise that these 
have been made use of to exact a reproach on my conduct and to ground on 
them the repeal of the measures of the past administration, which have 
already had their repeated applause and fullest confirmation. 

I hope therefore I shall stand sufficiently excused to them if I decline to 
enter again into a field of superfluous argument to prove the propriety of those 
arguments, or to convince those from whom I have received the most honourable 
testimonies of their satisfaction with my conduct, that it was not, as the gentle- 
men of the Majority are pleased to affirm, “ a direct disobedience of their 
orders.” Yet as the Minute of the majority contains many misrepresentations, 
misquotations and conclusions, which according to my conception do not justly 
follow from the premises, I shall beg leave to extract such passages of it as 
appear liable to these objections and insert my replies in the opposite column 
to them. 

The mischievous consequences of The mischievous consequences in- 
departing from this system have been tended by this paragraph ought to be 
such as the late President and Council pointed out. I know of none which 
m^ht easily have foreseen. Eor want were produced by the abolition of the 
of a person of credit and abilities to office of Naib Subah, or the appoint- 
fill the station of Minister, and who, ment of Munny Begum to be the Minis- 
supported by our influence and sub- ter of the Nawab’s Government. It is 
jeot to our control, might represent of little consequence whether Munny 
and act for the Nazim during his Begum, Eaja Gurdass or Muhammad 
minority, the Country Government, Eeza Cawn, whether with the title of 
which it h,as been the constant policy Guardian, of Diwan, or of Naib Subah, be 
of the Company to support, has been made use of as the instruments of 
reduced to such a state of weakness authenticating the acts of Government 
and insignificance as not even to carry . which affect the foreign European 
the appe^ance of a Government nations. All the arts of policy cannot 
either to its own subjects or to for- conceal the power by which these pro- 
eigners. vinces are ruled, nor can all the arts of 

452 



11 


Every Mem'ber of this Board must 
know, and we believe that no man 
feels it more sensibly than the Gov- 
ernor-General himself, that since the 
transfer of the lands from the original 
owners to the present farmers, and 
since the abolition of the local juris- 
dictions exercised by the zemindars in 
their respective zemindaries, which 
followed that transfer, the internal 
Government of the country has fallen 
into a most alarming state of confu- 
sion. 


sophistry avail to transfer the responsibi- 
lity of them to the Nabob, when it is as 
visible as the light of the sun that they 
originate from our own Government, 
that the Nabob is a mere pageant with- 
out so much as the shadow of authority, 
and even his most consequential agents 
receive their appointment from the re- 
commendation of the Company and the 
express nomination of their servants. 
Even the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors of the 28th August 1771, which 
direct the appointment of an ostensible 
Minister to the Nabob, and under which 
the late arrangements are professedly 
formed, appear in the printed proceedings 
of the House of Commons and are open 
to the view of every nation in Europe. 

If more shall be thought necessary 
for the elucidation of a subject of such 
self-evidential conviction, I beg leave 
to refer to the minutes of the Committee 
of Circuit entered on their Proceedings 
of the 11th and 28th July 1772 and to 
my minute of the 31st July last, which 
went a number in the Northumberlands 
packet, in which the mode of conduct to 
be observed with the foreign European 
settlements and the consequences, of the 
pretences which have been held out to 
them by this Government are very fully 
discussed. 

I can not subscribe to the opinion 
which is quoted as mine in this para- 
graph. In the plan which I delivered 
into the late Board of Revenue on the 
19th April 1774, and to which I suppose 
it alludes, I mentioned as one cause of 
the increase of robbers “the removal 
of that claim, which the public by 
immemorial usage before possessed, to 
the restitution of all damages and losses 
sustained by robbers on the zemindars 
of the country.” It was not the aboli- 
tion of the local jxirisdiotions exercised 
by the zemindars, but of the disuse of 
the penalty, to which I in part attri- 
buted those disorders. The farmers pos- 
sessed the same power which the zemin- 
dars had exercised before, but the 
penalty was not exacted from them 
because, as I have stated it in the same 
minute, it would have fallen ultimately 
on the Government itself. And so it 
would if the zemindars had been left in 
possession and the penalty exacted from 
them, unless such a share of the rents 
had been allowed them as was retained 
by the zemindars, when they held their 
lands in a less degree of dependence on 
the Government, which has not been 
the case for many years before I re- 
turned to this country, or even before 
the acquisition of the Dewani. 
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By the constitution of Bengal the The nature of the jurisdiction which 
zemindar presided, in the criminal the constitution of Bengal allowed to 
court of his district, pronounced and the isemindars as it is explained in the 
executed sentence in all offences less opposite paragraph differ yery widely 
than capital, and was answerable to the from the idea which I haye always en- 
Nazim for the peace and good order tertained of it. I venture to pronounce 
of the country as far as his jurisdic- with confidence that by the constitution 
tion extended. An institution of this of Bengal the zemindar neither presided 
nature might undoubtedly be liable to in the criminal court of his district, 
abuses, hut it was conformable to nor pronounced nor executed sentence 
the manners and prejudices of the on , aU. offences less than capital, nor on 
people, who looked up to their Chiefs any ofiences whateyer except the non- 
alone for justice and protection. It payment of the rents. “ He was answer- 
made an essential part of the consti- able,*’ it is trne, for the peace and good 
tution of the country, and could not order of the country as far as his juris- 
be abolished without breahing that diction extended, hut only as the suhor- 
regular chain of subordination and dinate instrument of a larger system, 
dependances by which the Soyern- The land servants, or the ancient militia 
meat and the people were united in of the country, were under his immediate 
one political body. charge, and being distributed through- 

out the zemindary, enabled the zemin- 
dar both to watch over its internal quiet 
and to obtain information of whatever 
passed in any part of it, and so far the 
fouzdary jurisdiction is inherent in 
the zemindar. In the exercise of it, he 
was subject to a foujdar, who had the 
superintendence of a district compre- 
hending many zemindaries, and had the 
thanas or inferior stations under the 
charge of officers and armed men de- 
pendant on him, besides a part of the 
land servants of each zemindary, the 
rest being employed to guard the vil- 
lages and enforce the collections. 

It was the zemindar’s duty to give 
constant intelligence to the Nawab 
through the Roy Royan and to assist 
the Fouzdar in the apprehension of 
robbers and in executing the measures, 
which were required of him for pre- 
serving the peace of the country ; but 
this duty first and immediately belonged 
to tbe Fouzdar, who was the representa- 
tive of the Nazim, and to him the people 
looked up for justice and protection 
even against their Chiefs.” The Rouz- 
dar was the check even upon the zemin- 
dars, who were often and those of the 
Dacca district always, the patrons and 
abettors of dacoits, whose haunts and 
practices it was their especial duty to 
detect. In effect the law or custom 
which made the zemindar responsible 
for all robberies committed in his dis- 
trict, whatever might have been the 
purpose of its original institution, oper- 
ated and was regarded under the Mo- 
hamedan Government rather as a 
punishment for connivance than a fine 
for neglect. Many instances may be 
quoted of zemindars who exercised 
other powers, and particularly in the 
oppressive custom, which they had 
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Mr. Hastings himself admits these 
consequences, and declares that by 
the remoral of the zemindary juris- 
diction the confidence of the daeoits 
was increased, &o. 


Abuses will find their way into 
the practice of the wisest institution, 
but they ought to he corrected by a 
steady and yigorous administration, 
not by rashly forcing the accumu- 
lated wisdon and experience of ages 
to yield to the crude ideas of a few 
foreigners (for such the English are in 
Bengal) on a subject which they can 
hardly be supposed to hare under- 
stood, eyen if they had had the wel- 
fare of your country ever so seriously 
at heart. 


assumed, of levying unlimited fines from 
their royots on accusations of fornication 
and a variety of other pretences. Such 
is the case in all despotic Governments, 
especially in those which have under- 
gone frequent revolutions; but I believe, 
and I have authority for believing, that 
the constitutional powers of which the 
general Police of Bengal was composed 
will be found to have been exactly as 
I have described them. The abuses 
which were exercised by the zemindars 
and others in authority are enumerated 
among other evils by the Committee of 
Circuit in a letter to the Board, dated 
the 16th August 1772, in these words ; — 
The zemindars, " farmers, sheidars, and 
other officers of the revenue assuming 
that power, which no provision is made 
by the law of the land, &c.” This is a 
clear demonstration that the zemindars 
were at that time regarded by myself 
and by the Committee of Circuit as 
possessing no right to exercise a judicial 
authority and being written on an oc- 
casion on which we : could hot be sus- 
pected of any biass, will be admitted by 
every candid judge as a proof that the 
zemindars really did not possess that 
right. The zemindar of Burdwan 
was allowed the exercise of a fouzdary 
jurisdiction by a special sunnud from 
the Nazim. I believe there is not an- 
other instance, and this is rather a proof- 
of the existence of the system which I 
have described than an exception to it, 
otherwise an especial sunnud would 
have been unnecessary. 

This is misquotation, which by sub- 
stituting one word for another entirely 
changes the original sense. It was not 
by the removal of the zemindarry juris- 
dictions, " but of the fouzdary,*’ that I 
declared that confidence of the daeoits 
was increased, &c., and it was for that 
reason I recommended the restoration 
of the fouzdaries. 

Men who treat with contempt the 
opinions of others ought to be very 
well grounded in their own. The sim- 
ple construction of this paragraph does 
not point out with precision whom it 
intends by “ the few foreigners who 
have rashly forced the accumulated wis- 
dom and experience of ages to yield to 
their crude ideas.” But as the cen- 
sures of the gentlemen of the majority 
have never been carried further back 
than the period of the late administra- 
tion in which I presided in it, I con- 
clude that it is meant to charge me and 
my former colleagues with ' having 
abolished the ancient constitution of 
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The revenues could not easily be 
collected by the farmers if a power 
bad been reserved to the zemindars 
to which the ryots might have re- 
course against the oppression of their 
new masters. 

It became necessary therefore to 
form a new plan for the administra- 
tion of criminal justice. A Court of 
Pouzdary Adawlut was accordingly 
established in each district for the 


Bengal and introduced innovations 
formed on our own crude ideas in its 
stead. 


To obviate any impression which 
might be made by such an imputation* 
I am glad of this occasion to declare that 
all the measures of the late Adminis- 
tration to which the minute now before 
me has any reference were no more 
than the forms of government which 
belonged to the ancient constitution of 
Bengal revived with such modifications, 
and such only, as were absolutely neces- 
sary to accommodate it to the genius and 
principles of our own. The Pouzdary 
jurisdiction was abolished long before 
' the commencement of my government. 
The custom by which the zemindars 
were compellable to make restitution 
for stolen goods was become obsolete, 
and the courts of justice had fallen 
into disorder many years even before 
the Company acquired the Dewany. 
These changes and corruptions were the 
natural effects of a disordered system, 
and the usurped power of individuals 
under the frequent revolutions to 
which the country had been subject 
during the course of the last twenty 
years j and it was the labour of the late 
administration to eradicate and correct 
them, not by inventing new expedients, 
but lay endeavouring to adopt those 
which the accumulated wisdom of 
ages had already prepared. Confirm- 
ably to this rule the courts of jus- 
tice were re-established with little 
other variation, besides the entire separ- 
ation of the criminal from the civil 
judicature, and the admission of the 
authorized jurisprudence of the Hindus, 
which the bigotry of the Muhammadan 
rules permitted, but without an ac- 
knowledged right to the exercise of it. 
On the same principles an attempt was 
made to restore the Pouzdary establish- 
ments, but not universally, because we 
were fearful of hazarding their effects 
at once over the whole face of the coun- 
try, till some experience had convinced 
us of their utility. 

This is a very strange reason assigned 
for the establishment of the Pouzdary 
Adawlats, a;nd is so peculiarly inappHo- 
able to their institution that the oppres- 
sions which the farmers exercise over 
the ryots are not even cognizable in the 
Pouzdary Courts. Those who candidly 
read the plan which was formed by the 
Committee of Circuit for the adminis- 
tration of justice will conceive very 
different and more liberal sentiments of 
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trial of all crimes and misdemeanors. 


Wliat "benefit indeed could be de- 
rived from the new courts of justice 
when even the regularity and preci- 
sion introduced into their proceedings 
are assigned by Mr. Hastings* as one 
cause ^ the increase of robbers ; no 
stronger proofs can be produced that 
they were not founded on principles 
recon ciJeable to tbe genius and tem- 
per of the people. 


the motives and design of the Courts, 
•both of Civil and Criminal Judicature, 
which, unless I am deceived by my ad- 
vices, have obtained universal applause 
in England and have been productive of 
the most beneficial effects in Bengal. 

It is difficult to reply to a reasoning 
of this kind, which consists only in a 
superficial state of the argument which 
it is intended to refute, without a direct 
conclusion from it. 

In the plan which was proposed for 
the institution of Eouzdaries, four princi- 
pal reasons were assigned for the in- 
crease of robbers, one of which was 
“the regularity and precision which 
had been introduced into the new courts 
of justice,” because the Muhammadan 
law req[uired the positive testimony of 
two witnesses for the conviction of capi- 
tal offenders, and the dacoits carrying 
on their designs in the night and under 
disguise could only be convicted by pre- 
sumptive proofs, by the notoriety of 
their characters, or by their own confes- 
sion. I know not by what connection 
this is said to be a proof that the Eouz- 
dary Courts were not founded on prin- 
ciples reconcileable to the genius and 
temper of the people. The law was 
introduced into Bengal with the first 
Muhammadan conquest and is as old as 
the Roman Civil Law, from which it is 
probably derived. It has never been 
found to be repugnant to the genius 
and temper of the people, and its effects 
have been such as every nation, how- 
ever civilized, must have experienced, 
where justice was administered with a 
scrupulous exactness. To this defect, 
which is the defect only of the best 
institutions, the Muhammadan law has 
provided one effectual remedy by allow- 
ing a power in the Magistrates to inter- 
pose an extraordinary authority for the 
punishment of such offences as the law 
in its ordinary course could not reach. 
In such cases, if the guilt was enor- 
mous and the proofs amounted to an in- 
ternal conviction, it was usual, and the 
law enjoined it, to punish the offender 
with death, for any example and terror 
to others, and this practice I ventured 
to recommend, because it was the law 
of the country, because it was recon- 
cileable to the genius and temper of the 
people, and because I know that the 
peace of the country could not be pre- 
served without it. More I presume 
need not be said to prove that the de- 
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As a remedy for tliis and many 
otlier evils wMch the establishment 
of the Fonzdary Courts had either 
created or not removed, particularly 
the want of ministerial officers, for 
the apprehension of offenders, which 
the new system had not provided for, 
the late President in his Minute of 
the 19th April 1774 proposes the 
further institution of several Pouzdars 
or officers of police, to be stationed 
in the districts, with power to appre- 
hend dacoits and other offenders, and 
bring them to justice. 


We have too much reason to be- 
lieve that the Pouzdars themselves, 
with their numerous followers, have 
in many instances either screened the 
dakoits or joined with them, and that 
upon all occasions they have made 
use of their power to plunder and 
oppress the people whom they were 
sent to protect. 


The Governor-General has repeat- 
edly represented to this Board the 
deplorable state of the provinces vdth 
respect to the administration of 
- justice. He has desired to be relieved 
of the superintendance of the Pouz- 
dary Courts and control of the Pouz- 
dars, as of a burden to which he is 
unequal, and has requested us to take 
tne subject generally into our consi- 
deration. 


fects of the Pouzdary Courts, if such 
•can be called defects, were not owing 
to any form given them by the late 
Government, but were inherent in their 
original constitution, and inseparable 
from it. 

The gentlemen of the majority very 
unfairly pass over the real causes, which 
were assigned for the institution of the 
Pouzdars or officers of the police, and 
confine it solely to one which had no 
original share in it. 

The Pouzdars were recommended to 
be appointed for the guard of the 
country, because since their former 
abolition no other, or at least no effec- 
tual means, had been provided for secur- 
ing the peace of the country, because 
many of the land servants, who were 
the constitutional guards of the country, 
had been dismissed, and because the 
farmers and zemindars being no longer 
answerable for robberies, either neg- 
lected or encouraged them. The en- 
couragement afforded to public robbers 
by the scrupulous exactness of the 
.Pouzdary Courts of Justice is men- 
tioned for the purpose of recommend- 
ing another remedy as above explained 
with which the office of the Pouzdars 
has no kind of relation. 

Affirmations are no proofs. I hare 
reason to believe that the Pouzdars in- 
stead of screening the dacoits, as the 
gentlemen of the majority suppose, did 
very effectually contribute to suppress 
them, and produce, as a proof of this, 
the petition of the ryots of Buzurgomed- 
poor, which is entered in the Revenue 
Proceedings of the 7th April last, for 
the appointment of a similar jurisdic- 
tion in that district, expressly ground- 
ing their request on the effects which 
had been produced in the neighbouring 
districts, from that of Mirzangir. 

This has no evident connection with 
the preceding subject, nor do I know 
why it is introduced in this progression. 
I shall reply to it as it stands, without 
regard to any other conclusion to which 
it may point, except the everlasting 
theme of the impropriety of every mea- 
sure which was formed by the last 
Administration. It is true that I have 
frequently represented the deplorable 
state of the provinces with respect to 
the administration of justice, and de- 
sired to be relieved from the superin- 
tendence of the Pouzdary Courts and 
the control of the Pouzdars. But I 
beg leave to assign in this place my 
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He slioTild be instructed to super- 
intend the Nabob’s education, to 
choose proper servants and companions 
for him, and to endeavour to recover 
him from the dishonourable state of 
ignorance and dissipation in which 
we fear he is still immersed. 


Another and most important branch 
of the Minister’s duty should be to 
examine into the actual state of the 
Pouzdary Courts and conduct of the 
iPouzdars and to take a general review 
of the administration of criminal 
justice throughout the country. We 
should have full authority given him 
! either to enforce the operation of 
these Courts upon the present estab- 
lishment or to new model and correct 
them. 
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reasons for the one and my motive for 
the other. The courts of justice were 
regularly conducted, till the accession 
of the present Council, From that date 
the Dewany Courts have been neglect- 
ed. The Sudder Dewany, to which all 
appeals were made from the inferior 
Courts, has been disused and since totally 
abolished. From the same period may 
be dated the disordered state of the 
Fouzdary Courts. To these I used for- 
merly to give a large portion of my 
time, but neither in the superintendence 
of these Courts nor in the control of 
the Fouzdars could I venture any longer 
to act, when I saw myself deprived of 
the confidence and support which had 
formerly enabled me to execute so 
delicate a trust, and when every occa- 
sion was seized by my associates in the 
Government to weaken my authority 
and to blacken my conduct. 

The implied sense of this sentence is 
that the Nabob’s education has been 
greatly neglected by Munny Begum. I 
believe the charge is without foundation. 
When I met him at Plassy in June 1772, 
I found him in a state of extreme mean- 
ness and deficient in language, sentiment, 
and even of the most ordinary forms of 
civility. I met him at the same place 
next year with a retinue suitable to his 
dignity and his manner and language 
totally changed. He was about 14 
years of age when he was placed under 
the tuition of Munny Begum, and I 
believe it is generally allowed that the 
bent of genius and habits of inclination 
which have taken possession of the 
mind at that period are seldom to be 
eradicated by any subsequent precept 
or example, but decide the future cha- 
racter of a man through life. 

From this sentence and from other 
passages in the minute of the gentle- 
men of the majority, in which they 
seem to confound the Fouzdary Courts 
and the Fouzdars, I am afraid from 
the similitude of the name, which was 
perhaps too scrupulously retained in the 
institution of the latter, others who 
have less means, of being informed of 
the nature of those establishments may 
be misled to understand them as being 
connected or as bearing some mutual 
relation. It may be proper therefore to 
obviate this misconstruction by a brief 
explanation of the nature of both. 

The Fouzdary Courts are Courts in- 
stituted for the trial of all crimes and 
misdemeanors. The ‘ Fouzdars and 
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officers appointed to guard the peace 
of the country and to seize all ofPenders 
against it. They have no power to 
judge or to punish, hut are to consign 
such persons as they have apprehended 
to the Pouzdary Courts, where they are 
to undergo their trial. This transfer is 
the only connection which one office 
has with the other, their proceedings 
and their authority being totally dis- 
tinct and independent. Both will, I 
hope be continued, and the Bouzdary 
or the establishment of the police ex- 
tended to every part of the country ac- 
cording to the design of its first institu- 
tion. I am still of opinion that better 
plans cannot be devised for the satisfac- 
tion of the people and their protection 
from the worst of oppressions. 

(Sd.) WAKREN HASTINGS. 


Geneeal Clavbeing, Coloxel Mokson and Me. Feancis also deliver in their separate 
address to the Court of Directors per Salisbury as follows : — 

Dated Fort William, the 21st November 1775. 

Since our arrival in this country, it has been one of our principal objects 
to give the Hon’ble Court of Directors an insight into the real state of their 
affairs in every branch and department. We must now request their atten- 
tion to a short and general review of our conduct, the effects it has produced, 
the difficulties in which this Government is involved, and the state of the 
country. 

Notwithstanding the constant opposition we have met with from the Gov- 
ernor-General and Mr, Barwell, we believe it will appear that our labors 
have not been useless to the Company. Some salutary measures have been 
carried into execution ; some abuses have been checked or corrected ; some im- 
portant advantages have been obtained : much, more might undoubtedly have 
been done if the system of government in which we found Mr. Hastings in- 
volved had permitted him to co-operate heartily with our endeavours for the 
public service. 

We are sensible that, in the regular course of government, the measures 
of the Council should originate with the Governor, and that it is the duty of 
his colleagues to advise and assist him. 

We came into this country filled with the most favourable impressions of 
his conduct, and determined to support his administration. The records of 
the last twelve months will, we hope, justify our departing from this resolution 
and taking that lead in the conduct of business which naturally belongs to his 
station. The representations sent home will give the Company but a faint idea 
of the accumulated difficulties with which we have been perplexed or opposed. 
We therefore hope that, in reviewing our measures, large allowance wiU be 
made for the disadvantages under which we have acted. 

1st . — We began with recalling the Company's troops from a service equally 
unjust, impolitic, and dishonourable. In this instance the approbation of oiir 
conduct is anticipated in terms as strong and precise as we ourselves could 
have dictated, by the general letter of the 7th of March last. No condemnation 
can be more severe than that which the Court of Directors have passed on 
the Rohilla war, and on the conduct of the late Administration, even on their 
own state of the .facts. What judgment will the Company form of the measure 
and of the persons who planned it when they see our representation of it. 
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Snd . — As soon as it was possible for us to obtain sufficient lights into the 
nature and institution of the Bank, we resolved to abolish it. In addition to the 
arguments suggested to us by the Court of Directors, we soon saw the reasons 
for taking that step, which probably were not suspected at home. 

8rd . — We put an immediate stop to an arbitrary inquisition into the titles 
by which the inhabitants of Dacca held their land in the city. We have reason 
to believe that this inquisition, which in fact was undertaken by the sole 
authority of Mr. Barwell, and without the sanction of the late President and 
Council, would have depopulated Dacca, and spread a general alarm, productive 
of the same effect, through all the provinces. 

4th . — In order to relieve the Company from the burthen of their bonded 
debt, we set out with a plan of reducing the interest upon the whole debt 
from 8 to 5 per cent. A considerable portion of the capital has also been dis- 
charged. Unless our expected resources fail us, and setting aside the case of 
a foreign war, which it shall be our study to avoid, or of a domestic calamity 
which we cannot foresee or prevent, we have great hopes of being able to con- 
gratulate the Company in the course of the ensuing year on the total annihila- 
tion of their bonds, or at least on the acquittance of so considerable a part of 
them as to leave a debt too trifling to deserve their attention. 

5th . — We have enquired with unwearied diligence into the frauds and 
corruptions almost universally practised and connived at under the late 
Administration. In this branch of duty the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell 
were able to h^ve given us the surest lights, and the most effectual assistance. 
In this branch of duty they have most strenuously thwarted and opposed us. 
We lament the success of our enquiries : they are invidious in their nature, and 
cannot fail to load us with the enmity of individuals. If the importance of a 
service were to be measured by the labor and anxiety of the persons who 
perform it, we should not scruple to say that our efforts in this line of duty 
particularly entitle us to the support and approbation of the Company. 

6ih . — The Board of Ordnance, planned and recommended by the Com- 
mander-in- Chief , will, we believe, be found a beneficial institution. Where consi- 
derable savings are the object, regularity is the first step to economy. The 
operation of a year or two must be allowed to prove the advantages of this 
establishment. In the meantime the expense incurred by it is trifling. 

We are happy to observe that our opinion of the impropriety of employing 
the Commissary-General, to furnish contingent supplies to the army, is con- 
firmed by the strong disapprobation which the Court of Directors have ex- 
pressed of this measure in the case of Colonel MacLean ; we have anticipated 
their orders on this head by the regulations under which the above supplies 
are now furnished. 

7th . — The principles on which we have condemned the war in which the 
Presidency of Bombay have engaged themselves with the Mahrattas, and the 
steps we have taken to obtain a secure and honourable peace, will, we doubt 
not, be honoured with the entire approbation of the Court of Directors. They 
were founded on the knowledge we had of their pacific system of policy ; and 
in effect we have the happiness to see them implicitly confirmed by the sentence 
passed on the Rohilla war. On the same principle we refused the alluring 
offers made to us by the Subah of the Decan, to relinquish the Paishcash paid 
to him by the Presidency of Madras, and to give the Company his aid for the 
conquest of Cuttack. 

The motives on which we have restored Muhammad Keza Cawn to the 
office of Naib Subah have been clearly explained. To recover the country 
government from the state of feebleness and insignificance to which it was 
Mr. Hastings* avowed policy to reduce it was no easy task. According to the 
Governor- General’s plan, we should have confined the only man, perhaps, of 
real abilities and extensive knowledge in the country to the unimportant office 
of Steward to the Nabob’s household, at a time when a Minister of the Gov- 
ernment was wanted, and when the administration of criminal justice through 
the country was at a stand. The measure seems to us indispensably necessary 
and promises success. , ... 
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In recommending Muhammad Eeza Carni to his present post, we presume 
to think that we have rendered an. essential service to the Company. 

9th . — The permanent advantages secured to the Company hy our treaty 
with the present Suhahdar of Oudh are equally conspicuous and important. 
They have extorted an acknowledgment from the Governor- General, with 
which he has not been accustomed to honour any measures but his own. In 
return for an acquisition of 22 lacks a year for ever, with an increase of fifty 
thousand rupees to the monthly subsidy of the Brigade, besides many other 
advantageous and honourable stipulations, hardly any thing is granted on our 
part, but a personal guarantee of the same countries to the son which we were 
before bound to guarantee to the father. The frontier country of Ghazipore 
must, at any rate, have been defended hy our arms in case of an invasion, 
whether the revenues of it had been ceded to the Company or not. These 
revenues are in effect a clear gain to the Company, and a seasonable relief to 
the declining circulation of Bengal. The measure is strictly and exclusively 
ours. The original plan was opposed in every step by the Governor-General 
and Mr. Barwell ; it gives us the highest satisfaction to observe that, by the 
terms of the treaty, the guarantee of the Nabob’s dominions and the service 
of the Company’s troops are exactly confined within the same limits which the 
Court of Directors, in their last letter, have thought fit to prescribe to us in 
our engagements with the Vizir. In spite of numberless discouragements, our 
endeavours to serve the Company have not entirely miscarried. If more shall 
be expected from us, the power and the means must be proportioned to the end. 
Considering the resistance and opposition we meet with from every quarter, we 
are in truth unable to determine whether any and what powers are left to this 
Government. If by our authority as Dewan, confirmed to us by parliament, a 
farmer be confined for arrears of rent, the Supreme Court of Judicature take 
the cause out of our hands, decide upon the merits, and discharge the prisoner. 
If we dismiss the Judge Advocate, he applies to the Supreme Court for a manda- 
mus to reinstate him in his office. If we dismiss the Secretary of our own 
Board, we see him encouraged to bring an action for his salary against his 
successor. If we order a British subject to repair to the Presidency, he pleads 
the protection of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and declines or refuses to 
obey us. If, for reasons of the most serious political importance, we endeavour 
to support the authority of the country Government and the sovereignty of 
the Subah, we have not only the foreign factories, but the Supreme Court of 
Judicature to contend with. They publicly deny the existence of such a Gov- 
ernment, and affectedly hold out the person and authority of the prince to the 
contempt of the world. 

According to the doctrines maintained by the Judges, there is scarce any 
act of Government, however necessary or expedient, which if it tends to con- 
trol the actions, or to thwart the interests of individuals may not expose the 
Members of the Council to actions in the Supreme Court. "We even doubt 
whether we are authorized to prevent any persons from quitting the provinces, 
and going up the country, though we should be certain of their intention 
to enter into the service of a foreign Power. In these circumstances, many 
useful and obvious regulations for the benefit of the country necessarily must 
be left unattempted. A general recoinage has been repeatedly recommended 
to us by the Court of Directors. Such a measure is without doubt indispensably 
necessary, but it is of a nature too delicate and important, and likely to be 
attended with too many difficulties in the execution, to be undertaken with 
safety by a divided Government, with a hostile Court of Judicature. 

We could point out a number of other objects which would deserve our 
attention, and of abuses which call upon us for redress ; but this is not a 
season for a mere majority of a Council to undertake any measure for the 
pubho service in which the learned in the laws of England can discover any 
thing, to cavil at. 

^ While a standard is publicly hoisted against our authority, and every 
individual in the country invited to repair to it : while protection is given to 
every man who denies or resists the authority of Government, and while the 
Governor- General takes a willing and a decided part in every measure that 
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tends to degrade the Co-ancil and to disarm us of our lawful powers , — vre are 
not sanguine enough to expect that any efforts of ours should he equal to the 
execution of the trust reposed in us. We cannot answer for the collection of 
the revenues ; we cannot answer for the internal Government of the country, 
nor for the safety of the State. Our utmost endeavours shall still he exerted to 
preserve the peace, and to promote the welfare of the country, until the neces- 
sity or expediency of a new arrangement shall be determined at home. But 
divested as we are of all power, we owe it to our safety and character to dis- 
charge ourselves in the most solemn manner from all responsibility. 

(Sd.) JOHN OLAVERING. 

„ GEORGE MONSON. 

„ PHILIP PRANCIS. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 13th December 1776. 

Thursday. At a Counciii, present: 

The Hon’bee Warren Hastings, Governor - General , President . 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson, 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Pbancis, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 11th instant. 

The Governor-General lays before the Board tlie following letter which he has received from 

Mr. Bosie ; — 

Hon’ble Sir, — I have already laid before you a report of my late mission 

into Tibet. As it was impossible at the time of 
my appointment to foresee my probable expenses 
in countries hitherto unknown and on a business entirely new, no fixed allow- 
ance was made for them. '1 hey were left to be defrayed by me as the circum- 
stances should require, and I was ordered to give in an account of them on my 
return, which I have now the honour to submit to you. 

Except the charge of servants’ wages, they consist chiefly of presents, the 
other expenses of my journey being very inconsiderable. Por according to the 
practice in Bootan and Thibet, accommodations of all sorts were provided for 
me on the road. During my stay in the first of these countries, I had a house 
alloted for my residence and provisions supplied me hy the Government. While 
I remained with Teshoo Lama, I lived in his palace and every necessary was 
provided for me hy his order. 

A sense of this hospitality, a regard to the character of the nation I re- 
presented, and above all the desire of forming a connection and good under- 
standing with people hitherto strangers to the Company, and of facilitating my 
negociations as to trade, rendered presents on my part necessary. These I have 
charged and at the same time have given credit for such gold dust, &o., as I 
received in return, but I have taken uo notice of some pieces of silk, blankets 
and Tanyan horses, as they were of little value, and rather entailed upon me an 
expense. Neither have I charged such of my own effects as I gave away, 
or other expenses merely personal. 

I have only to add that as you were pleased to prohibit me and Mr. 
Hamilton, who accompanied me, from engaging in trade, these charges were 
incurred only on the public service upon which I was deputed. 

I take the liberty of troubling you with these particulars for the informa-, 
tion of the Hon’hle Board. The circumstantial manner in which the acoom- 
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panying accounts are stated precludes, I imagine, the necessity of any further 
explanation, and 'will serve to point out the propriety or impropriety of the 
disbursement. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Caxctjtta, (Sd.) George Bogle. 

The 11th Deeemher 1775. 


Ordered that the accounts referred to in the foregoing letter he entered 
after the Consultation. 

Agreed that the balance of his account expenses, amounting to current 
E9,063, be discharged by the Buxey. 


The Governor-General, — It is my duty to express to the Board the sense 
I entertain of Mr. Bogle’s services in his late deputation, which has been 
conducted with great prudence and perseverance, and produced all the effects 
which could have been expected, the means being now furnished for a free 
communication of trade, between this country and Thibet, which has long been 
an object of the Company's attention, and earnestly and repeatedly enjoined in 
their general letters. The accounts which have now been laid before the Board 
contain an exact (account of his expenses, the presents which he has made 
and received, besides which he has assured me that he has parted with many 
things of value belonging to himself, and which he has not charged in the 
account. It must rest with the Board to determine in what mode his service 
on this expedition shall be rewarded. By the abolition of the Select Committee 
and lately of the Suddur Dewanny Adawlut, he has lost the only offices which 
he held in the service, and has now no other employment than that of acting as 
one of my assistants. I submit it to the consideration of the Board whether a 
monthly allowance may not with propriety be granted him, from the date of 
his appointment to proceed on the deputation to Thibet, to the day of bis 
return; the sum I leave at large to the determination of the Board. 

Mb. Francis — I think he ought to be allowed a monthly salary, and I dare 
say the Governor-General will not propose any salary in which I shall not be 
ready to acquiesce.' 

Mr. Barwell thinks Mr. Bogle should have a monthly salary allowed bim 

Colonel Monson thinks he should be allowed a monthly salary. 

General Clavering thinks the same. 

The Governor-General proposes that he be allowed a salary of Bl,200 
per mensem during the period of this service, to wit, from May 1774 to August 
3775, inclusive. 


Agreed that the sum of Sicca fil,200 per mensem be accordingly allowed 
Mr. Bogle during his absence. 

Ordered that the Buxey be directed to pay bills to that amount. 


The Governor-General lays before the Board thefollovrfng letter from Bahas Begum, mother of 
the Nawab Asopk^ul-Dowlah, received by her servant Coja Shagoon Ally Khan. 


Prom the Baboo Begum, mother of the Nawab Asoph-nl-Bowlah, received the 3'2nd of Dec- 
ember 1775. 

loJig space of time has elapsed since I have had the pleasnre of a 
letter from you, during which I have been continually on the rack of expecta- 
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tion. I formerly sent you a letter expressive of my friendship through the 
channel of Mr. Bristow, to which I have not yet been favoured with an answer, 
I do not impute this to unhindness, hut supposed that you never received that 
letter. How shall I represent to you my disti’essful situation ? My grief is 
without hounds and my life a burden to me. Since the decease of the late 
blessed Nabob I have bid adieu to all worldly affairs, and with a broken heart 
given myself up to sorrow. I cannot bear the reflection of my own melan- 
choly situation ; .how can I represent it to others ? My wounded heart is 
made to bleed afresh every instant, and fortune seems to take delight in 
tormenting me. 

As my son the Nawab Asoph-ul-Dowlah is entirely inexperienced in the 
affairs of the' world and ignorant of what is good or bad, Murtezza Khan has 
taken advantage of his inexperience and turned his thoughts to frivolous 
amusements, and has taken on himself the entire management of all the affairs of 
the Government, appointing his brethren Foujdars in all the different Soubahs. 
My son, the Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowlah, took from me the first time 13 lacks of 
rupees for the discharge of the dues to the English Chiefs, giving me a written 
engagement to repay this sum in the space of a month ; the second time he sent 
Salar Jung and Murtezza Khan to me with a message importing that he was 
in want of money to discharge his debts to the English Chiefs. I then delivered 
seven lakhs of rupees with jewels. The third time he came to me himself and 
informed me of the importunity of the English Chiefs. Though 1 was con- 
vinced that this was a lesson taught him by Murtezza Khan, I nevertheless 
delivered him six lacks of rupees in specie together with jewels. He gave me a 
written engagement and promised on oath that all these sums should be repaid 
me. Some time afterwards my son sent Mr. Bristow to me for further sums. 
Mr. Bristow wrote me many letters desiring that I would furnish money or the 
Nabob’s affairs would be ruined. After a long correspondence Mr. Bristow went 
to the Nabob, and soon afterwards came ta my house accompanied by Salar 
Jang and Murtezza Khan, and sent a message to me that if I would furnish the 
sums wanted quietly, it was well ; if not, he would withhold provisions from me 
and take the money ; that he would even beat my people and send men into my 
house to plunder whatever they found there. I returned for answer “Do 
whatever is in your power.” As Mr. Bristow was concerned in this affair, it 
was at last settled by an agreement under that gentleman’s seal on the payment 
of the sum of 30 lacks of rupees. Out of these 30 lakhs it was agreed that 11 
lacks should be in goods, elephants and camels, and the remainder in specie and 
jewels. I assented, concluding that as Mr. Bristow was a party in the affairs, it 
would be conducted in a proper manner, but they valued the goods which they 
■took at a fourth part of their intrinsic worth ; how then could I make good 
the sum? The amount of the several sums taken from me by the Nabob 
Asoph-ul-Dowlah in specie, jewels and goods is 56 lakhs of rupees. He for- 
merly gave into my possession for the discharge of the monies due to me the 
Mahals of Ackberpore, &c., but after a few days took them from me again. 

My son and Murtezza Khan sent me word that I had written to and 
received many letters from Mr. Hastings, that I now saw of what effect they 
were — such ironical answers did they send me. I did some time ago write you 
a letter, but mentioned therein nothing to the disadvantage of my son. This 
you well know. Let me have a letter in answer from you, and write to the 
English Chiefs to afford me their assistance and support, and communicate to 
me the substance of such letters, that I may apply to them in consequence. 

Murtezza Khan is striving with all his might for the ruin of this ancient 
family, which he wishes utterly to destroy. If it is your pleasure that the 
mother of the late blessed Nabob, myself, and his other women and infant 
children should be reduced to a state of dishonour and distress, we must submit ; 
but if, on the contrary, you call to mind the friendship of the late blessed Nabob, 
you will exert yourself so effectually in favor of us, who are helpless, as to 
remove Murtezza Khan. He is the author of all tlxe evil. I have no dis- 
pleasure against the Nabob Asoph Dowlah. Let him be master of his own 
affairs. If you do not approve of my remaining at Eyzabad, Sehd a person here 
in your name, to remove the mother of the late Nabob, myself, md about 2,00ff 
other women and children of the said blessed Nabob’s, together with the 
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women of the Nabob Burhan-ul-Mulk and those of Sufdar Jung, from this city, 
that we may reside with honour and reputation in some other place. We cannot 
even exist here. Whatever remedy occurs to your wisdom, let it be applied 
without delay, for we are now brought to the very brink of dishonor. In the 
Nabob’s lifetime he was possessed of no more than this single Soubah, and the 
dues to the English Chiefs were paid out of the revenues of it, as also the 
expenses of his ai*my and his own. At pi’esent that the Soubah is increased to 
three times its former extent, what becomes of the revenue ? No one thinks of 
making this enquiry, but sums are continually taken from us, helpless women. 
Murtezza Khan possesses the sole authority in the Nabob’s family, and his 
brethren are Eoujdars over all the provinces, the revenues of which they em- 
bezzle and dissipate. 

Murtezza Khan and Mr. Bristow as soon as they had taken the 30 lakhs of 
rupees from me went to Lucknow, from whence Murtezza Khan sent word that 
my people were not to be admitted into the Kellah, in consequence of which 
they have been prohibited going there, nor are any of my things suffered to be 
brought out. Murtezza Khan has also sent word that the things which his people 
took from me are the property of the Sirkar, that they must not he considered 
as part of the 30 lakhs of rupees, hut sent to the Nabob. A guard has been 
placed on my goods. 

I one day sent some copper furniture to be sold in the bazar, but the guard 
would not suffer them to pass. I say frequently, take the copper utensils at 
their value as a part of the 11 lakhs of rupees, but no one will attend to me. 
In a word I am reduced to the most astonishing distress. Eor the sake of God 
and of your Prophet relieve me from my misfortunes. It is written in the 
coulnama. — “ I have taken 56 lakhs of rupees on account of my inheritance,” 
I sent word that others had a right to part of the inheritance. Murtezza Khan 
replied I had taken the inheritance of all. I have now given you a detail of 
every circumstance. I send to your presence Mahomed Shagoon Ally Khan, 
an eunuch who is possessed of my confidence. Eor further particulars I must 
refer you to him. 

I enclose for your inspection copies of the coulnamas in my possession, 
under the seals of Mr, Bristow, the Nabob jAsoph-ul-Dowlah and Murtezza 
Khan. 

I went to the Nabob when the hour of his death approached and asked 
him to whose charge he left me ; he replied — “ Apply to Mr. Hastings whenever 
you have occasion for assistance; he will befriend you when I am no more and 
will comply with whatever you may desire of him.” The recollection of the 
long friendship which subsisted between you has induced me to write you so 
particularly. 

In the colunama given by Mr. Bristow and the Nabob Asoph-ul-I)owlah 
it is written that it is agreed 19 lacks of rupees out of the 30 shall be in 
specie and 11 lakhs in goods, elephants and camels. I accordingly paid the 19 
lakhs in specie and jewels and with respect to the goods, elephants and camels 
which I delivered on account of the 11 lakhs of rupees, the Nabob Asoph-ul- 
Howlah and Murtezza Khan have sent word that they are the property of the 
Sirkar and will not be allowed as a part of the 11 lakhs of rupees. I wrote a 
full account of these circumstances to Mr. Bristow, who returned me for answer, 
^ at the desire of Murtezza Khan, that those goods, elephants and camels are the 
' property of the Sirkar. T returned an answer to Mr. Bristow in which I said 
Erom whence should I procure them. All that I possess is by the bounty of 
the late blessed Nabob.” Nobody will pay attention to this, but they are bent at 
all events to dishonor me. They have again sent people to disgrace and force 
money from me. I have all along placed my reliance on you. Should the 
answer to this letter be delayed, my affairs will be ruined and I shall suffer 
the greatest disgrace. Let me be speedly favored with a satisfactory answer, 
for which . I am very anxious. The affair before-mentioned was settled on con- 
dition, of .pay paying 30 lacks of rupees. I accordingly paid 19 lakhs in specie 
and jewels and, gave goods, elephants and camels to the value of 11 lakhs. 
When apt account of ,tl)Le pi^ice of the several goods was making, Murtezza 
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Khan sent word to have them, brought without valuation, which was accord- 
ingly done. I sent word of this to Mr. Bristow, saying — “ Is this the method of 
observing engagements ? ” He replied — “ I am told by the Nabob and others 
that the goods you have delivered are the property of the Sirkar.” No one wUl 
pay attention to what I say. Asoph-ul-Dowlah and Murtezza Khan have again 
sent people to me to demand 11 lacks of rupees. Where shall I procure this 
money ? I am oppressed beyond measure. Bavor me with a letter to Mr Bristow 
to the following purport, that one company may be stationed as a guard at my 
house to prevent my being oppressed. Write also to the English Chiefs here 
that whenever I have a mind I may begin my journey to Kerbelah, and that 
no one is to obstruct or hinder me. When I am delivered from the burden of 
these misfortunes I will proceed to you. Should I be tired with remaining 
here, I will go to Benares or Azemabad, and stay there for some time, or will 
proceed to you. Be so kind as to write on this subject to the English Chiefs 
here, and direct that whenever I choose to set off for Benares or Azemabad, they 
are to supply me with an escort to conduct me thither in safety. 

The late blessed Nabob called you his brother and mine also. Exert your- 
self so effectually in favor of us, helpless women, that Murtezza Khan may be 
displaced and Mahomed Elich Khan and Mahomed Busheere Khan be restored 
to the offices they held in this Soubah in the lifetime of the late blessed Nabob. 
By them the revenues will be collected, and whatever sums are due to the 
English Chiefs I will cause to be paid out of the revenues. This I will 
strictly perform. I am induced to represent all these matters to you solely 
from my regard to the prosperity of this family. Do you act in such a manner 
as to secure the prosperity of this family, by which your name will be trans- 
mitted with honor to the latest posterity, for having preserved your friendship to 
the late Nabob beyond the grave. Murtezza Khan is so far from wishing well 
to this family that he is desirous of its destruction, that he may raise himself 
on its ruin. He is in fact at present possessed of absolute dominion. 

You have doubtless learnt the transactions of this part from the news- 
papers. I have written nothing but truth. Eor the rest, you are the master to 
act as you think most proper. Eavor me with an immediate answer to this 
letter. 

[The enclosures mentioned above are the same as those transmitted by Mr, Bristow and have 
been already translated and sent into the Council.j 


Agreed that it lie for consideration. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 3rd January to 25th 

March 1776. 


Secret Dept. Port William, tlie 3rd January 1776. 

No. 1. 

Wednesday. At a . OounciIi, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 

LlBTJTENANT-GENERAIi JOHN OIjAVERING. 

The Hon’beb George Monson. 

Philip Pranois, Esq. 

The book of standing orders upon the table. 

Head and approved the Consultation of the 27th ultimo. 

Received the following letter from Lietttbnant-Coloitei:, Paekee ; — 

Gentlemen, — I last night had the honour of receiving your commands 
t,. of instant, and in compliance thereto, I 

shall the first favourable opportunity return the 
presents made to me by Eaja Oheyt Sing. 

I am with the greatest respect, &c. 


Camp at Belgram, 
The 21st December 1775. 


NAVILL PARKEE. 


GeneeaI Claveeino lays before the Board a letter which has been transmitted to him by 
Xiieutenant-Colonel Commings from the King’s Minister Nujab-o-Dowlah. 

I formerly sent you a friendly letter accompanied by a Shukka Elhas,in which 
The King’s Minister to Lieutenant- I informed you that although you had addressed 
Colonel Cummings. no friendly letter to me the warmth of my friend- 

ship induced me to begin a correspondence ; this you have doubtless received. 
My friend, I have for a long term of years entertained the sincerest regard for 
the English Chiefs ; for example, I have the most ardent friendship for the 
Nabob Sateet Jung, Lord Olive, the Nabob Shums-ud-Dowlah, Bahadur, the 
Nabob Amand-ul-Dowlah, Mr. Hastings, General Parker, and General Clavering, 
and reflecting on the uprightness, good qualities and virtues of the said gentle- 
men, I entertain the most unlimited regard for you also. 

You, my friend, may have heard from report that Oossim Ally Cawn is 
arrived here with a view of paying his respects to His Majesty and of remaining 
at the Presence. As I learnt that the English Chiefs were displeased with him 
I did not introduce him, and he remains in distress without the city. I have 
repeatedly written to the Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowlah, that as His Excellency is 
coming to the Presence and. will he accompanied by the Chiefs, whatever 
measures will give pleasure and satisfaction to the English Chiefs regarding 
Cossim Ally Cawn shall he carried into execution. His Majesty has also 
said — " At the time that we resided at lUahahad, the English Chiefs peti- 
tioned us, that if Cossim Ally Cawn came into our power, we would keep him 
under our authority.” At this time, in spite of prohibitions, and in opposition 
to the pleasure and orders of His Majesty communicated to him in repeated 
shukkas sent to interdict him, he is arrived. As the Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowlah 
is now coming to the Presence, if you also or Mr. Bristow come with him, 
whatever will gratify the English Chiefs in rerpect to the said Cawn, I will 
represent it to the Presence, and. carry it into effect, for it is well known to me 
that he has unjustly spilled much blood, and has forgot the obligations due to 
the friendship of the Chiefs. The said Cawn being now arrived in opposition 
to His Majesty’s and my will, you must regard me so entirely imharked for your 
gratification, let no uneasy thought enter your mind on account of the arrival 
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of Cossim Ally Cawn; I have ‘written to the Nabob Asoph-nl-Do’wlah, be assured 
that ‘tvhosoever is an enemy of the English Chiefs him I regard as my enemy. 


*Tbe Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowlah has repeatedly -written to me to procure 
• This paragraph appears to have Cossim Ally Cawn’s dismissiou from the Presence, 
been written af Ur the letter was ftnish- -which I ha ve accordingly effected. If he takes his 
ed and m a different handwriting. departure it is Well, but should anv difficulty arise 

on this occasion when the said Nabob arrives here it may be remedied. 


The question is put whether this Board shall authorise Lieutenant- Colonel 
Cummings to accept the offer made by Nujab-o-Dowlah for dehvering up the 
person of Cossim Ally Cawn into the hands of this Government. 


Me. Eeancis. — I think that no means should be neglected by this Govern- 
ment for seizing and securing the person of Cossim Ally Cawn in order to his 
being brought to condign punishment, if indeed any punishment can be sup- 
posed equal to his crimes. I think Colonel Cummings should be directed to 
accept the offer made by the King’s Minister, and that it should be signified, 
through the same channel to the King, that we shall consider his surrender 
of Cossim Ally to us as a singular act of grace and friendship to the Company 
and of regard to the British nation. 


CoiONEL Monson. — I think they should. 
Geneeai, CiAVEEiNG.— Also thinks so. 


The Goveehoe-Geneeal, — I am of the same opinion, but I think it neces- 
sary to add that this opinion goes no further than the terms of the question, but I 
shall not recommend nor shall I approve any declarations to be made to the Kirq; 
or to his Minister which may admit of a construction, however remote from the 
direct meaning of the expression of a promise implied in it, that a return shall 
be made for so great an instance of condescension. I think it will be sufficient if 
the acceptance of the offer be accompanied with acknowledgment of the King’s 
favor to the Company, and of his justice manifested by such an act ; this will 
amount to the same sense nearly as the compliment proposed by Mr. Erancis, 
but cannot be interpreted into anything like a promise or an obligation to 
make a return for it. 


KesoNed that Lietjtexaiit-Colonbl Cummings be atithorised to accept the offer of Nujab-o 

Dowlah, &c. 

Agreed that the following letter be immediately written to him 
To Lieutbnant-Colonbi. John Cummings, Commanding the 2nd Brigade in the Field. 

^ SiE, — ^The Commander-in- Chief has communicated to us a letter from 
Nujab-o-Dowlah, the King’s Minister, which you transmitted to him proposing 
to deliver up the person of Cossim AUy Cawn to this Government. 

We authorise you immediately to accept the offer of the Minister, and we 
desire you will through him express our acknowledgment to the King for this 
token of his favour to the Company, which we also consider as a mark of his 
regard for the British nation and a manifest instance of his good and impartial 
justice ; in case you obtain possession of the person of Cossim Ally Cawn in 
consequence of this offer, we direct that pu advise us immediately and keep 
him under a strong guard until you receive our further orders respecting him. 

Eoet William, We are, &c. 

The 3rd January 1773, 


Reconsidered the letter from Bunco Bbgum, mother of the Nabob Asobh-ul-Dowiah, recorded 

in Consultation of the 21st of last month. 

This letter having been circulated with the following note, the opinions entered after the note 

, were returned : — 

A translation of the letter from Buhoo Begum# 
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The Governor-General requests that the IT embers of. the Board will he 
X)leased to consider this letter and to deliver their statements upon it to 
enable him to write an answer, the person who brought it being very impatient 
to obtain one and having refused a house which the Governor had offered him 
to live in, preferring to remain in his budgerow that he might be in readiness 
to return with the answer. 

I. P. 

JBrivate Secretary. 


I should be glad to know the Governor- General’s sentiments on it. 

I. CliAVEEING. 

G. MONSON. 

P. FRANCIS. 

I should have been better pleased on such a subject to have concurred 
in the resolutions which the other Members of the Board might have thought 
it proper to pass in consequence of the present remonstrance than to offer my 
separate opinion upon it, in the uncertainty whether it would be adopted. 
All my present wish is that the orders of the Board may be such as may 
obviate or remove the discredit which the English name may suffer by the 
exercise or even the public appearance of oppression on a person of the Begum’s 
rank, character, and sex. Had the Nabob chosen to have made use of the 
means with which his own power alone supplied him to exact money from 
the Begum, his mother, this Government would have wanted a pretext to 
interfere in her behalf. But as the representative of our Government has 
become an Agent in this business, and has pledged the honour and faith of 
the Company for the punctual observance of the conditions under which 
it was concluded, we have a right to interfere, and justice demands it, if it 
shall appear that those engagements have been violated, and an injury offered 
to the Begum under the cover of the authority by which they were contracted. 
I am therefore of opinion ahd recommend that a letter be written by the 
Board to Mr. Bristow commanding him to remonstrate to the Nabob against 
the seizure of the goods as his own original property, which he received from 
his mother in payment of the eleven lacks stipulated to be so made, to insist 
on the Nabob’s receiving them in payment, and that he either admit of the 
valuation which she has put upon them, or that he allow them to be approved 
by persons appointed for that purpose by both parties. And that Mr. 
Bristow be further ordered to request, and if necessary to insist in the name of 
this Government, that the Nabob do grant permission to the Begum to repair 
to and to reside within any part of which she may chuse of the Company’s 
territories. 

If these propositions are approved it will be necessary to give other orders 
for the accommodation of the Begum in any place which she may chuse for 
her future residence, and these may be conveyed in the name of the Board by 
Mr. Bristow, either to Mr. Francis Fowke, or to the Chief of Patna, as it would 
be improper to notify to either the intentions of the Board, on a point of such 
delicacy, until it was finally determined. 


■WARREN HASTINGS. 


I think the Nabob should be informed of the representation which the 
Begum has made to this Government, and a copy of her letter sent to him. 
I join with the Governor-General in thinking that the goods which the Begum 
has delivered should be appraised, and whatever their value may appear to 
be, under 11 lacks which the Begum engaged to pay, she ought to be made 
acquainted with the difference, for it was upon the full accomplishment of her 
promise that Mr. Bristow’ll^guarantee was to have its effect. Provided that the 
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Begum be desirous o£ withdrawing her person within these provinces and the 
JSTahoh do consent to it, I think every assurance of protection should be given 
to her, and a proper place provided for her residence ; but I cannot consent that 
the Company’s authority should be employed in placing both Elich Oawn or 
Eurhur Cawn in their former offices, agreeably to the Begum’s request, because 
the Nabob, considering them as his mortal enemies, would never be prevailed 
on to acquiesce in their return, from the certainty, that his removal from the 
musnud and probably his death would be the certain consequence of such an 
event. 


I. CLAVEEING. 


The Begum’s letter should be sent to the Nabob and Mr. Bristow as it 
contains a charge against them ; and a breach of faith in this Government in 
the conduct of the Eesident which it will be necessary for him to obviate. She 
should be informed of the sums of money the late Nabob owed this Govern- 
ment by treaty for services performed, and which were not liquidated at 
his death ; that she received the | advantages of the Bohilla conquest, the 
plunder of those countries being deposited with her ; as she succeeded therefore 
to all the Nabob’s wealth it is just she should discharge the demands due for 
those services by which she is the principal gainer. The Vizier’s estate has 
not been divided according to the usual custom (of Mahemedan Princes. 
The present dispute turns upon the value of goods, elephants, and camels. I do 
not conceive, according to strict justice, these effects to be the Begum’s property, 
as I understand women can claim a right only to what is within the janana ; 
but if it be a condition made by the Nabob with his mother that he should take 
these things in part of payment of the thirty lacks, the value of them should 
be ascertained by arbitration. 

If the Begum has an inclination to retire within these provinces she may 
be received; the Nabob’s consent being obtained and it being understood that 
she is not to expect any support from Government. We have no right to 
insist that the Nabob should restore Elich Oawn and Burhur Oawn ; such an 
application from us would be justly offensive to him. 


G. MONSON. 


The Board have already approved of Mr. Bristow’s conduct in negociating 
the late agreement between the Begum and the Nabob ; until she has fulffiled 
her part of it she has no claim to the Oompany’s protection. Before we 
determine whether she has been ill-treated or not, we ought to hear the Nabob’s 
reply to the charges contained in her letter. Eor this purpose, and that he 
may be able to judge from whose advice they originate, a copy of it should be 
communicated to him. With respect to the property, of the effects in question 
I am inclined to think with Colonel Monson that women can claim a right 
only to what is within the janana. The property being determined, the value, 
if disputed, may be settled by arbitration or public sale. I cannot conceive 
that she has the least right to interfere in the Nabob’s Government. In a 
country where women are not allowed a free agency in the most trifling do- 
mestic affairs, it seems extraordinary that this lady should presume to talk of 
appointing Ministei’s and governing kingdoms. Upon the whole, I look upon 
the letter before us not as of her writing, who probably cannot read, but as 
the composition of some of her servants, perhaps of the eunuch who brings it. 
With respect to receiving her into the provinces, I shall have no objection to 
it provided she can obtain the Nabob’s consent ; without that she can have no 
right to remove the immense wealth she possesses, or even her own person out 
of his dominions. 
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Agreed that Mr. Bristow he desired to recommend it to the Xabob that 
•the goods taken by him from the Begum be appraized by such persons appointed 
to value them as shall be agreeable to both parties and resolved — 

That a retreat shall be granted by this G-overnment to the Begum if she 
can obtain the consent of the Nabob to her retiring into these provinces. 

Eesolved also that as soon as her engagements with the Nabob, to which 
Mr. Bristow is a party, shall be fulfilled on her pai’t, this Government will 
think themselves bound to protect her against any further demands or moles- 
tation. 

The 6oveenoe.-Gbiteb,a.l. — I dissent to the second resolution, because I 
think by being made guarantees to the engagements between the Nabob 
and the Begum we have a right to require his consent to her removal from 
his dominions, as we can have no other security for the faithful performance 
of those engagements, and it may not be in the power of the Begum to make 
a second application to this Board after the notification of this to the Nabob, 
in which case we shall not have it in our power to afford her protection not 
knowing that she is injured. 

Mr. Brancis — I think that Mr.Bristow should be ordered to observe the con- 
duct of the Nabob and his Minister to the Begum, and to assure her of his readi- 
ness to interpose in her behalf, if she should at any time hereafter have reason to 
complain of ill-treatment. "We have no right to suppose that the Nabob will 
violate an engagement guaranteed by this Government as long as our present 
influence at his Court continues ; at present there is no appearance or likeli- 
hood of its diminishing; if, however, any injurious attempt should be made 
against the Begum, after she has fulfilled her part of the agreement, I shall be 
iaclined to give her a retreat in the provinces. At all events I don't think that 
in the present circumstances we should be justified in doing it now. 


Agreed that orders be sent to Mr. Bristow agreeable to the terms of the 
above minute. 

Besolved that a copy of the Begum’s letter be sent to Mr. Bristow with 
orders for him to communicate the contents of it personally to the Nabob only. 

The Goternor-Gbneral. — It appears so consonant to the principles of 
strict justice to afford those who are accused, the means of vindicating themselves 
that I shall request the Board’s permission to wave at this time entering the 
objection which I have to this resolution, as it will be necessary to explain 
my sentiments very fully upon it. I approved of the resolution and should re- 
commend it for communicating the Begum’s letter to Mr. Bristow ; I disapprove 
of its being made known either to the Nabob or to Murteza Oawn. 

Mr. Brakois. — Having observed in the Begum’s letter a passage apparently 
reflecting on Mr. Bristow’s character and conduct, and charging him directly with 
having sent a message to her in his own name that he would stop her provisions, 
beat her servants and sent people to plunder the jenana, I beg leave to lay before 
the Board a literal translation of the whole passage as I think it differs mate- 
rially from the first translation, viz . : — 

“After a great deal of writing and reading Mr. John Bristow went to the 
light of my eye (an expression applied to a son). Afterwards Mr. John Bristow 
and Salar Jung Bahadur and Murteza Cawn came to my door and sent word, 
if you easily deliver sums it is well, otherwise having stopped water and grain 
(meaning provisions of all kinds) I will take monies, even your people (literally 
men.) I will beat, and having sent people into the mahul, whatever goods shall 
be there, I will plunder.” 

The Board will observe that in the construction of this sentence there is 
a sudden and irregular change of the person which makes it uncertain who it 
is that speaks in the first person, or who it is she means to charge with having 
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sent the message. I submit my opinion to the Board that Mr. Bristow should 
be req[uired to explain this part of his conduct, and that the Begum should be 
asked whether she received the message in question directly from him or by 
the channel of any of his servants. 

Besolved that Mr. Bristow be required to explain this part of his conduct 
and relate very circumstantially all the conversation and messages that passed 
on that occasion ; and agreed — 

That in the reply to the Begum she be asked whether the message was 
delivered to her directly by Mr. Bristow or through, the channel of any 
of his servants. 

Resolved that with respect to her recommendation of recalling and re- 
placing in the former oJOdces Muhammad Elioh Cawn and Burhur Cawn, 
the Nabob is the master of his own Government, and this Board cannot with 
propriety interfere. 

Resolved that Mr. Bristow be addressed as follows : — 

To — M e. John Beistow. 

Sm, — Buhoo Begum has addressed a letter to this Government by one of her 
eunuchs, a copy of which we think it necessary to transmit you enclosed, that 
you may personally communicate the contents to the Nabob but to him only, 
acquainting him at the same time, if he should demand a copy of it, that you 
are not authorized to grant him one. 

As some parts of the letter contain direct charges against'you, we expect a 
full explanation of that part of your conduct, and desire you will relate very 
circumstantially all the conversation and messages that passed on the occasion 
referred to by the Begum. 

With respect to the articles taken by the Nabob from the Begum, we think 
that they should be appraized by such persons appointed for that purpose as 
may be agreeable to both parties, and received by him at the amount of their 
valuation, in part payment of the 30 lacks which she had engaged to supply. 

We therefore desire that you will recommend this mode of adjustment to 
the Nabob. If the Begum can obtain the Nabob’s consent to her retiring 
into the Company’s provinces to fix her residence there, we shall agree to 
grant her a suitable retreat. We have apprized her of this circumstance in reply 
to her letter, and have also informed her that as soon as she shall have fulfilled 
her engagements to the Nabob, to which you became a guarantee on behalf of 
the Company, we shall think ourselves bound to protect her from any further 
demands or molestations of the Nabob, her son. 

We have also told her in reply to her recommendation of Muhammad 
Elich Cawn and Burhur Cawn to be replaced in their former pflSoes, that 
the Nabob is master in his own Government, and that we cannot with propriety 
interfere. 

We have ordered the officers whom we have appointed to the Nabob’s 
service to proceed to the English camp at Belgram by the Ist March next, and 
we desire you will take such measures, as may be necessary, to forward the plan 
particularized in our last, and for carrying it into execution in the best manner 
you can, by fixing the stations where the officers are to recruit men and horses 
for forming their respective corps. 

It will be further necessary that each of the officers of these corps should 
be furnished on their arrival at Belgram with the Nabob’s instructions for 
their further proceedings, and that he should prepare a specific fund for the 
expenses of each corps. 


Eobt WniiliM, 

The Srd January 1776. 
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E-esolvecI that the ofS.cers appointed to the K’ahoh’s semee he required to 
proceed immediately to the English Camp at Belgram to assemble there in or 
before the 1st of March, on pain of being superseded in their appointments, in 
case they should not be there by that day, when they will receive instructions 
from the Nabob for their further proceedings. 

The rank of Captain Webber, one of the Captains appointed to the Nabob’s 
service not being ascertained, he holding only a commission in the Bang’s 
service which gives him no rank in the Company’s. 

Agreed that he be granted a Brevet Commission of Captain to rank as 
such in the Nabob’s service and in the Company’s, when he shall act with the 
Nabob’s troops in conjunction with the brigade from the 7th June 1773, being 
the date of his commission in the King’s service, and this commission is to 
endure only so long as he shall continue in the Nabob’s employ. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 25th January 1776. 

No. 5. 

Thursday. At a Council, present : 

TheHon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor-General^ President. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’bxe George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation, of the 1 6th instant. 

The following minutes from General Clatering, Colonel Monson, and Mr, Francis 
having heen delivered to the Governor- General for perusal are now returned : — 


1. The necessity of reading and answering the Governor-General’s volu- 
Minvtes from General Clavering, minous addresses to the Court of Directors makes 

Colonel Monson, and Mr. Erancis to a Considerable addition to our labours. Our obser- 
the Coart of Duectors. vations ou those wbich he has sent home by the 

NortJivmberland, under several dates, from the 16th of May to the 30th July, 
shall be confined to the matter before us, and introduced without preface. 
If we may judge from our own rulings, the representations already transmitted, 
on both sides, must have exhausted the patience of the Court of Directors. 

2. The Governor-General accuses us of attacking him with declamation and 
invective ; yet, from the first outset of the differences between us, he has not 
ceased to attribute every one of those measures which we thought it our publio 
duty to pursue, and which we do not doubt will stand the test of a Parlia- 
mentary inquiry, to a premeditated design to drive him' from the Government. 
A man, who on all occasions; permits himself to ascribe our conduct to so 
base a motive as the sole immediate purj^ose of working hia overthrow would 
have no title to complain of any terms in which we might think fit to retort 
such injurious treatment. But although we have his own example to plead, we 
do not admit that we have followed it. The proofs produced against him, 
both positive and presumptive, are too strong to require the assistance of decla- 
mation, and whatever emotions the whole or any part of his conduct might 
excite in us they are certainly unmixed with any personal resentment which 
alone could give birth to invectives. 

3. Mr. Hastings says, it is an insult in his situation to suppose that it 
requires courage in any man to declare openly against his Administration. After 
the prosecution so obstinately continued against Mr. Fowke until a verdict 
could be obtained against bim notwithstanding he had been honourably acquitted 
at his first tryal for the same charge, and after the death of Nundeomar, 
the Governor, we heheve, is well assured, that no man, who regards his own 
safety will venture to stand forth as his accuser. 
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4 On a subject of this delicate nature it becomes us to leave every 
honest and impartial man to his own reflections. It ought to be made known, 
however, to the English nation that the forgery of which the Raja was accused 
must have been committed several years ago ; that in the interim he had been 
protected and employed by Mr Hastings ; that his son was appointed to one of 
the first offices in the Nabob’s household with a salary of one lack of rupees, and 
that the accusation which ended in his destruction was not produced until he 
came fhrward and brought a specific chai'ge against the G-overnor of corruption 
in his office. If Mr. Hastings had been careful of his own honour, we think 
he would not have appeared himself as the prosecutor of his accuser, and that 
he would have exerted his influence with Mompersaud to suspend the other 
prosecution until he had proved the falsehood of the charges brought against 
himself by Nundcomar. As things are now circumstanced the world may 
perhaps conclude that this man was too formidable a witness to be suffered to 
appear, and that any degree of odium or suspicion, which the violent measures 
taken to destroy him might throw on the Governor’s character, was not to be 
weighted against the danger of his proving the truth of his accusations. 

6. Mr. Hastings tells us he was well acquainted with the infamous charaC’ 
ter of Nundcomar at the time when he afforded him his greatest stipport and 
when he recommended his son for the high station he now holds. We know not 
what was the real object of this crooked policy. If he avows that his purpose was 
to compass at any rate the destruction of Muhammad Reza Cawn, it will 
remain to be considered whether the end, however laudable, can justify the 
means ; by Ms own confession he is not very delicate in the choice of them. ■ 

The Governor now declares that it does not belong to him on every occa- 
sion to undertake Mr. Graham’s defence, and leaves him to answer for himself, 
the ardent and voluntary zeal with which, but a few months ago, he professed 
to make common cause with that gentleman, seems to be considerably abated. 

6. Neither will he be responsible for the conduct of every Member of the 
late Administration, or of every gentleman in the Company’s service. It seems 
he has thought it right to toinic at some of their emoluments however liable 
to abuses ; that in order to prevent ill humour in his Council he has suffered 
some persons to benefit themselves by a mode which he disapproved, and that 
he considered such compliance as a necessary sacrifice to the emstitution of 
this Government. We believe indeed that such sacrifices were very necessary 
on his part, and we do not doubt that they were reciprocal between him and 
Ms Gounefl. Let it be observed however that he does not plead the necessity of 
winking at abuses until such facts are brought to light in almost every branch 
of the Administration of the Company’s affairs as it is impossible to defend. 
If he had held this language to us immediately on our arrival, if he had fairly 
communicated to us the true state of the Government, and laid open the abuses 
which he was compelled to connive at, or unable to prevent, we should have 
given him credit for his candour : we should have made allowances for the 
embarrassment of his situation, and joined heartily with him in endeavoring 
to bring some of the principal delinquents to punishment, and to establish a 
more honourable system of Government for the future. 

7. The acknowledgments he now makes must appear to be extorted, es- 
pecially after having affirmed but lately that his administration stood unim- 
peaehed. When Mr. Barwell avows the appropriation of above two lacks of rupees 
from the Company’s salt farms of Selimabad, Denkin, Savagepore, and Sundeep 
during the short time he was Chief at Dacca, Mr. Hastings indeed does not 
undertake his defence, but he has still no doubt that he will acquit himself to his 
own credit, and to the satisfaction of the Court of Directors ; such is the bias of 
his opinion in his favor! The expectation of our arrival here undoubtedly 
eonyinced those gentlemen of the necessity of a strict political union between 
them; whether it has yet produced that personal partiality to Mr. Barwell 
which Mr. Hastings now professes will, we believe, appear very problematical 
to the Court of Directors. 

8. Was he unacquainted with Mr. Christie’s holding two farms in Dinage- 
pore, or of the shameful oppressions and extortions committed by him there ? 
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Was he uninformed of Mr. Thackeray’s farming the whole district of Silhet of 
which he was Collector ; — of Mr. Barthoe’s agreeing for R14,000 a year from 
the salt farm of Mundlegaut in return for the easy terms granted through his 
influence to the zamindar ? Was Mr. Eleetwood’s holding the farm of Shairgur 
a secret to him ; — or was it to keep Mr. Vansittart in good humour that he con- 
nired at his accepting a share in the emoluments of Mr. Bathoe after a fund 
had been provided out of the ophium contract, for allowing E.3,000 a month 
to the Chiefs of the Provincial Councils in lieu of all advantages what- 
soever, even those of trade ? Did he never hear of Mr William Barton’s holding 
the salt farm of Belloa, and monopolising the salt trade in the district of 
Luckipore? The transactions of the Committee of Circuit could not he entirely 
unknown to him, though it may he diflBLcult or impossible for us to obtain 
direct proofs of all their misconduct. The bribe they received from Mr. Grueber 
of E12,000 for the lease of one farm, and which he paid them out of the 
Company’s advances, united with the fortunes notoriously possessed and carried 
liome by Messrs. Lawrell and Graham, will enable the Company to judge upon 
what principle the whole settlement was made. 

9. We admit that the Government of a great empire is not to be conducted 
with that regularity and exactness which may be observed in a little State; — 
petty abuses will unavoidably arise, and cannot perhaps be prevented without 
a loss of time and attention, which ought to be bestowed on objects of greater 
importance. The Court of Directors will judge whether the abuses already 
pointed out to them are of a nature to justify the connivance of the Chief 
Magistrate ; or whether, instead of sacrificing his own sense of them to the con- 
stitution of this Government, it was not his duty to have represented them 
fairly to his superiors, and insisted upon such a change in his Council as might 
assure him of support without the necessity of purchasing it by any dishonour- 
able compliances. 

10. The Governor’s assertion that we have dispossessed his Banian’s son of 
the zemindary of Beherbund, and that we had ordered a prosecution against him- 
self, is contradicted in both instances by the facts ; the case of the zemindary 
is referred to the decision of the Court of Directors, and we have not yet 
received any opinion from the Company’s Counsel in what manner it may be 
proper to proceed against the Governor. At the same time we confess that we 
are not very anxious about instituting any suit against him in the Supreme 
Court of J udicature here. 

11. When we affirm that farms to the amount of 13 lacks and a half per 
annum, and contracts for providing the Company’s investment to the amount 
of 16 lacks more, could nob have been heaped upon the Governor's Banian, or 
his son or his brother, entirely for their own profit, we do not pretend to give 
the gross and palpable proof of a communication of interests between the 
master and his servant ; this perhaps is impossible. The Court of Directors, how- 
ever, will observe that in all the abuses already proved, the Banian is constantly 
the ostensible man in whose name the farm or the contract is held by his 
master. Mr. Eleetwood’s Banian is the nominal farmer of Shairgur ; — Mr. 
Thackeray’s of Silhet ; — Mr. Christie’s of Ban j ora and Apole ; Mr. Barton’s of the 
salt farm of Belloa ; and we have reason to believe that not less than one-third 
of the Company’s lands in these provinces are, or have, till lately, been held by 
the banians of English gentlemen. The Governor’s .Banian stands foremost 
and distinguished by the enormous amount of his farms and contracts, to say 
nothing of the large sums standing in his name in the accounts of money 
received from the Rannies of Rajeshahy and Burdwan, which have either been 
proved by the production of the original papers at the Board or by witnesses 
upon oath ; our opinion of Mr. Hastings will not suffer us to think that a 
participation of profits with his servant would have been repugnant to his 
principles, to assert as he does that it would have been opposite to his interest 
seems too extravagant to deserve an answer. 

12. In stating the evidence brought before the Board of his receiving 
a moiety of the late Eouzdar of Hooghly’s salary, he takes no notice of the 
two letters from the Eouzdar himself, by which the charge is supported. 
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Witliout these letters, the authenticity of which was not disputed by the 
Fouzdar, we should have given but little credit to the evidence of the person 
who produced them. Mr. Hastings does not deny the fact, nor has he in this 
or in the case of the specific charge brought against him by Nundcomar, ever 
ventured to plead not guilty. Provided he can secure himself from conviction 
in a Court of Law he seems to care very little what the Court of Directors or 
the world may think of him. 

13. He seems very ready however to appeal to the knowledge or opinion 
of gentlemen who have gone from this country, or who have connexions here, 
for testimonials in his favour. We will not submit our cause to such a tribu- 
nal. At a crisis like that which is probably approaching, he has reason enough 
to expect that a considerable part of what is commonly termed the India inter- 
est will be united to support him. Whether we shall be supported or not in 
the execution of the heavy task assigned us is with respect to ourselves a 
question of perfect indifference. Let the decision at home be what it may, it can- 
not but be attended with some personal advantage to us. If we are continued 
in the Administration of this Government our principles and conduct must be 
honoured with the approbation of our superiors ; if not, we shall feel no reluc- 
tance in quitting a country, in which the strictest execution of the most 
painful and laborious duties serves only to harass and distress us, without 
offering us the prospect of any proportionate acknowledgment of our services. 

14). In answer to everything the Governor- General has said upon the sub- 
ject of the dismission of Muny Begum, we content ourselves with observing that 
it was not an operation of such mighty and pompous importance as he makes 
it. She is not the Nabob’s mother. She is not by birth a woman of any rank, but 
originally as we are informed, a slave and a dancing girl. We consider lier merely 
as an instrument in the Governor’s hand to dispose of the Nabob’s revenue as 
he might think proper. His committing the guardianship of the Nabob to a 
weak woman, as he calls her in another place, is not to be accounted for cn any 
other principle. In this country, still more than in any other, a woman is parti- 
cularly disqualified for such an ofl&ce. We af&rm also that her appointment 
was in direct opposition to the orders of the Court of Directors contained in 
their General Letter of the 5th August 1771. They order the Governor and 
Council to substitute some person in the place of Mahomed Eeza Cawn, who 
might be well qualified for the affairs of Government, and to recommend him 
to the Nabob to be Minister of the Government and Guardian of the Nabob’s 
minority. Instead of obeying these judicious orders, Mr.' Hastings and his 
Council divided the office and the salary annexed to it amongst three persons ; — 
the first a weak woman, incapable in this country of any active employment ; 
we believe there never was an instance in India of such a trust so disposed 
of ; — the second Baja Goordass whom Mr, Hastings now calls a young man of 
mean abilities, a Qentoo and the son of Saja Nundcomar ; — the third Eajah 
■ Bullub, whose youth and inexperience evidently made it impossible that he 
should be fit for such an office as that of Roy Royan. In the hands of the 
Governor-General he may be a convenient instrument. By the state of the whole 
transaction it appears that the first measure of Mr. Hastings* Government 
was a direct disobedience of the Company’s orders. 

16. Our appointment of Rajah Goordass was temporary. We had no choice 
but between him and the Nabob’s mother. As for Mnny IBegura, the present 
distresses of the Nabob and his family, the clamours of his creditors, and the 
mean and dishonorable state in which he was kept, sufficiently shows what care 
she took of his revenues, and in what manner they were disposed of. Her care 
of his education stands much upon the same footing. While she was destroying 
his fortune, it is not likely that she should attend to the • cultivation of his 
mind, nor do we conceive it possible she could be qualified for such a trust. 
The accounts brought down by Mr. James Grant are under examination. 
The over-payment of near fourteen lacks on account of the Nabob’s pension in 
the year 1772 is admitted by Mr. Hastings as a material error. The Nabob’s 
present debts are supposed to amount to nine lacks,' contracted during the guar- 
dianship of the Begum. If any regard had been paid to the Company’s orders 
of August 1771, which direct that the , Minister pf.the Darbar should deliver 
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annually to the Board a regular and exact account of the application of the 
several sums paid by the Company to the Nabob, such waste and embezzle- 
ment could not have happened, but, on the other hand, some gentlemen who 
appear to hare profited by the Begum’s bounty would have been precluded 
from one of the principal sources of their emoluments. 

16. The Court of Directors are already informed of the circumstances and 
motives of our visit to the late Rajah Nundcomar ; this was the only mark of 
favour we ever showed him ; the Governor-General himself admits that toe never 
afforded him the slightest countenance till he became his ostensible accuser. 
We are acquitted therefore of using any means to influence him to appear 
against the Governor, and we challenge Mr. Hastings to point out a single 
instance where we have contested the power of judicature in his favour. The 
fate of this unhappy man, which depended on the evidence of several black 
witnesses, plainly shews that either we do not possess that influence, which the 
Governor says we derive from the unlimited command of rewards and punish- 
ments, or that we did not exert it in his behalf. 

17. Comaul-ul-din, the original prosecutor of Mr. Rowke and Rajah 
Nundcomar, does not appear to have dreaded our supposed resentment or to 
have expected the most ruinous consequences from the hand of 'power by persist- 
ing in his accusations. It is true he is a capital farmer for two branches of 
tlie revenue ; but it is also true that he is in debt to the Company one lack 
and thirty thousand rupees ; and that he is insolvent. His desperate situation 
made him a fit instrument for any service and accounts for his conduct. 

18. The Governor admits that Deloll B oy, the late farmer of Rajeshahy, did 
levy those excesses on the ryotts with which Rajah Ramkissun charged him. 
He had no plea or excuse for such extortions since the farm was let to him at a 
rent considerably lovfer than it was before let to the Ranny without having 
suffered the extortions which were exacted from her. She is the zamindar of 
the district, and the farm is now restored to her. Our permitting her to recom- 
mend another Dewan in the room of NuuDuloll was just and reasonable 
since she is now responsible for the collections. Mr. Hastings attributes this 
resolution to his having refused to be concerned in the accusations preferred to 
the Board by Ramkissun. An assertion wholly unsupported by proof or prob- 
ability admits of no answer but a denial. 

We can make no other reply to his assertion that we have determined the 
succession to the zamindaree in* favour of Rajah Ramkissun, but that it is 
not fact. 

19. With respect to the late Rouzdar of Hooghly the Board alone had 
a right to judge of the contempt shown their authority by the multitude of 
delays, evasions, and equivocations, to which he had recourse, before he would 
give us any direct answer whatsoever. His refusing at last to answer upon oath 
to questions which could not possibly affect his own safety, and Mr. Hastings’ 
excessive zeal to prevent his being put to this test, will not lessen the pre- 
sumption of the truth of the charge. 

20. We now proceed to the Governor’s minute of the 30th July. As to the 
reports that the Begum was compelled to deliver a paper to Mr. Goring containing 
an account of two sums of a lack and a half each given to Mr. Middleton and the 
Governor, we pay no regard to that private information from which the Gov- 
ernor collects his accounts. Of Mr. Gorin g’s supposed ill-treatment of the 
Begum, we do not believe that any compulsion was used with her to induce her 
to make this discovery ; if there was, let him prove it. The Court of Directors 
will see that on her mentioning an intention to come to Calcutta, she had 
immediate permission given her to remove to this town or to any other part 
of the provinces. We confess that it . appears very extraordinary that Mr. 
Hastings should employ so much time and labour to shew that the discoveries 
against him have been obtained by improper means, but that he should take 
no step whatsoever to invalidate the truth of them. He does not deny the 
receipt of the money. The Begum’s answers to the questions put to her at his 
own desire make it impossible that he should deny it. It seems he has formed 
some plan of defence against this and similar charges, which he thinks will 
avail him in a Court of Justice, and which it would be imprudent in him to 
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anticipate at tliis time. If he has not received the money we see no reason for 
such a guarded and cautious method of proceeding. 

An innocent man would take a shorter and easier course ; he would volun- 
tarily exculpate himself hy his oath. 

21. The Governor quotes part of a letter from Nunid E-oy. If he had given 
the whole of it, the Court of Directors would see that it contains an account of 
seven lacks of rupees distributed among gentlemen in the Company’s service 
out of the Nabob’s treasury. 

22. "We cannot avoid taking notice of the malignant insinuation thrown 
out by Mr. Hastings upon the event of Mr. Dowke’s second trial; that with the 
aid of his son’s evidence, which had been denied him on the first, he had been 
found guilty on the second. We offer no opinion on the different verdicts given 
hy two juries on the same precise charge, and on the same evidence, but it is well 
known that the evidence given by Mr. Drancis Fowke was clear and strong 
in his father’s favour, and tuat it was delivered with a candour, caution, and 
consistency which received repeated marks of approbation from the Bench. 

23. We are ignorant of any attempts to overawe and reduce the authority 
of the Supreme Court, but we agree with Mr. Hastings, that not only he 
himself, but many other persons in this settlement, have reason to thank God, 
as he expresses it, for the institution of this Court. At the same time we doubt 
whether the addresses lately presented to the Judges will be received at home 
as a satisfactory proof of the high reputation which the Judges themselves tell 
us they have acquired in this country. 

24. We leave them to reconcile this declaration with the charges they 
bring against us in their letter of the 9th instant, of i;^e facility with which 
any complaints against the Supreme Court and the Judges of it are recorded in 
our Consultations. The united testimony of the whole setttement in their 
favor seems to exclude the idea of complaints against their conduct. The 
fact however is, that we have not received any such complaints against their 
conduct except in the single instance of Mr. LeMaistre, when every part of it 
was regularly communicated to him as we received it from the Calcutta Com- 
mittee. 

25. In one of the addresses above mentioned the famous N obkissen takes 
the lead with the title of Maharajah and is followed by Contoo Babu and 
Santiram Sing, Banians of the Governor and Mr. Middleton and the whole 
black tribe of Banians. The second appears under the auspices of Mr. Playdell 
and Mr. Robinson, who have been both turned out of the Company’s service. 
The third is headed by the Armenian Coja Petruce, whose connexions with 
Cossim Ally Cawn are well known, ^ and we believe are not yet ended. As to the 
dismission of Mr. Playdell, we have assigned our reasons, and disclaim any 
right in Mr. Hastings to attribute oUr conduct to other motives. 

26. The notice taken of our visit' to Nundcomar in public Court might 
entitle us to be serious on the subject of^ visits. Nevertheless we only mention 
it as a ridiculous fact, that since the delivery of the address, Coja and Mrs. 
Petreus have interchanged ceremonious visits with Sir EHjah Impey and his 
family. 

27. The Court of Directors are fully informed of every circumstance that 
has passed between this Board and the Court of Judicature, as well with respect 
to Nundcomar as to our claim of privilege in behalf of Roy Rada Chum ; we 
will not weary their attention with useless repetitions. The indulgence we 
endeavored to obtain for Nundcomar arose from motives of compassion, and a 
consideration of his religious scruples, to which the Judges themselves after- 
wards yielded a relief which they had refused to our intercessions. We are 
unable to comprehend how any part of our addresses to the Judges on behalf 
of Rada Churn could reduce them to the necessity of deciding upon t h pi 
Nabob’s sovereignty. Mr. Chambers was of opinion that the Vakeel’s claim of 
privilege might be dismissed on other ground. If his claim had been allowed, 
his prosecutors, however high in station, would not have been exempt from the 
censure of the law for infringing the privilege of a public Minister. 
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28. We l3elieve it to be true tbat Hada Churn himself did not know that 
lie was entitled to privilege ; he therefore did not claim it, in the first instance, 
and we understand he has made a declaration to this effect before the Chief 
Justice. The enclosed narrative delivered to us by E,ada Churn will shew 
by what means that declaration was obtained from him. At all events his igno- 
rance of his right is no ground for depriving him of it. 

29. The Governor’s pathetic representation of Mr. Goring’s tyranny exer- 
cised over the Begum, the Ifabob, and their servants has not a single fact or 
proof to support it. 

Supposing the necessity of dismissing the Begum of which we are every 
day more and more convinced, we know not how such a measure could be 
conducted with greater mildness and moderation. The remainder of the Go- 
vernor’s minute is in the same state of declamation. We have made no authori- 
tative demands on the Supreme Court of Judicature, nor proposed any ensnaring 
questions to them, neither have we reduced the Nabob and his household to 
a state of servitude : on the contrary, we have relieved him from the vilest 
dependance upon the caprices of a woman who wasted his fortune, neglected 
his education, and denied him not only every indulgence but the common 
necessaries to support an appearance equal to his rank. Our observations on the 
several accounts of the state of the Company’s debts, revenues, &o., sent home 
by the Govern or- General shall be delivered in the separate minute. 

30. We have no objection to the general system which Mr. Hastings 
recommends to the Company for our future conduct towards the Nabob of 
Oude and the Bajah of Benares. We only observe that the tenderness he 
expresses for the rights and possession of those Princes but ill-corresponds 
with his own former principles and practice. When he sold the Eling’s demesne 
to Shujah Bowla ; when he agreed to extirpate the Bohillas for forty lacks of 
rupees, he had not then, we presume, established in his own breast that plan 
of justice and moderation towards the neighbouring State which he now 
professes and recommends to this Government ; in effect these doctrines are 
unnatural to him, and of course he soon forgets them. On the 30th of J uly he 
deems it the best policy to leave the country of Benares entirely to the manage- 
ment of the ilajah, and not otherwise to interfere with him than to receive the 
established stipend, yet on the 31st of August he strongly recommends the send- 
ing gomastahs on the part of the Company to buy up all the saltpetre in the 
Bajah’s country ; the Court of Directors cannot but remember what mischiefs 
were produced in these provinces in the years 1762 and 1763 by the licentious 
conduct of the gomastahs who were spread all over them, nor the part which 
Mr. Hastings took in conjunction with the late Mr. Vansittart to check those 
abuses. If gomastahs armed with the Company’s authority were once per- 
mitted to enter the Bajah’s territorie.s, we fear, he would not long preserve his 
own independence, or even the peace and tranquility of his country ; on this 
occasion we have adhered to Mr. Hastings* professed principles more steadily 
than he does himself. 

J. CLAVEBING. 

G. MONSON. 

P. PBANCIS. 


P.S. — We beg leave to annex to this minute a comparative state of the 
receipts, remissions, and balances of the Provinces of Pachut and Bessenpore 
for the two years ending in April 1771 with that of the two succeeding years, 
together with some observations on the extraordinary decline of the revenue 
of those Provinces. 

Port William, J. CLAVEBING. 

15fh September 1775. G. MONSON. 

' . P. PBANCIS. 
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Minute from Gestesj^l Clatering, Coxonel jMohson, and Mr. Francis. 

We have repeatedly declared our apprehension and opinion that the revenues 
and internal resources of these provinces were in a state of decline. The ac- 
counts produced by Mr. Hastings do not, in our opinion, prove the contrary even 
supposing them to be drawn up with the strictest truth and accuracy. The 
Government of a great kingdom cannot place a permanent dependanee on 
any other resources but those which the country possesses within itself. The 
occasional sale of any portion of property whether belonging to ourselves or 
others ; — the hiring out the troops of the State for the benefit of a subsidy, 
and the refusal to pay just debts, will undoubtedly bring a temporary supply 
of money into the public treasury, but these are measures which at once 
imply considerable ^stress in the Government that has recourse to them, and 
at best only afford an immediate relief to it. No judge of the internal state of 
these Provinces, whether it be really flourishing or not — it is not fair to draw 
our conclusions from a treasury supplied from external sources, and which are 
not of a nature to be depended on beyond the present moment — we compare the 
real collections of the Dewanny revenues with the settlement made by the 
Committee of Circuit, and we find the balances arising in the first three years 
only to amount to above a crore of rupees. In the other districts the balances 
and remissions we believe will be found to stand in nearly the same proportion 
to the settlements. 

The revenue from the Dewanny lands as settled for the year ending in 
April 1775 was rupees 1,92,52,538. By an account signed by Mr. Oroftes, dated 
the 28th July last, the total receipts on account of that year stand thus — 

Received into the Khalsa ...... 1,0590,403 

Valuation of salt . _ . . ' . . . 5,12,014 

Balance of cash in the Provincial treasuries . , . 22,63,844 


Total . 1,33,66,261 

Difference between the settlement by the Committee of Circuit 

and the receipts 68,86,277 


Total . 1,92,62,638 


Mr, Hastings, in his letter of the 16th of May, says that the Court of Di- 
rectors have received repeated explanations on this subject, which he does not 
doubt “have satisfied them that the late Administration could not wish to 
deceive them, and' that neither their interest nor credit were likely to gain by 
such a deception.”^ What the wishes of the gentlemen who composed the late 
Administration might he w'e.know not. We believe they were very little 
anxions what opinion might be formed of them after they left Bengal. In 
the meantime it may easily he seen what interest they had in gaining an imme- 
diate credit with the Company. They form a settlement upon an increasing 
jumma for five years, which they well know can never be realised. They 
strain and exhaust the country for the first year or two, establish their own 
fortunes, and leave it to their successors to answer for the subsequent disap- 
pointment for the Company’s expectations, and to extricate the country and 
the Goverment, if they can, from the difdoulties in which they have involved 
them. 

Our intention in closing the yearly accounts at the expiration of the 
■year, and the monthly kists within five days after they became due, was to 
■oblige every ofacer concerned in the collections to exert himself in the execu- 
tion of his duty, that the collections might not run in arrears, and that the 
b^ances of the preceding year might not he confounded with the collections 
of the present. We do not mean to relinquish the balances already outstand- 
ing, if it be practicable to recover them, but we are convinced that the only 
way to avoid heavy balances for the future is to allow as little remission as 
possible after the kists become due. 

We proceed now to offer a few general observations on the accounts trans- 
mitted home in Mr. Hastings’ letter of the 16th of May and 30th of July . 
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1st . — ^We are of opinion that his comparative statements of the quick and 
dead stock in April 1772 and Tehruary 1775 does not prove his proposition that 
the Company are above two crores richer in Bengal at the latter than at the 
former period. The credits under each head diJGfer considerably from the 
intrinsic value of the articles. In the dead stock every article is credited for 
the whole amount of the money expended on it. The new fort for example is 
valued at 150 lacks of rupees : this would not be a fair way of estimating the 
Company’s property, even if the enormous sums charged for forts, barracks, 
cantonments, &c., had been really expended upon them. 

The Court of Directors are in possession of too many lights on this subject 
to make it necessary for us to insist on the fallacy of such an estimate. 

Snd . — ^With respect to the reduction of Bonded Debt, we appeal to the 
Court of Directors, whether before our arrival here any just and vigorous 
measures had been taken for accomplishing it. 

3rd. — Mr. Hastings affirms that the salt produce, exclusive of the duty, 
amounts to 10,85,715 sicca rupees from the commencement of the present 
contracts, from which, however, should be deducted the interest on the advances 
made by the Company. With respect to the measure itself, we know of no 
authority he had to throw the salt trade back into a monopoly. The Revenue 
Consultations are filled with representations of the endless frauds and oppres- 
sions which have taken their rise from these contracts ; in another year the 
Company will be better able to judge of the advantages of the new system. 
The fact is that at present the Company’s salt bears no price, there were no 
bidders at the last sales ; we can attribute this alarming failure to no other 
cause but to the immense quantities of salt smuggled by the contractors them- 
selves, or now on hand in the possession of the English gentlemen. Till these 
are disposed of, we do not not expect that there will be any demands for the 
Company’s salt. 

dth . — The net profit on 3,311 chests of opium produced under the late 
contract, in the years 1773 and 1771, is stated at 7,85,127 current rupees. Of 
the above quantity, 850 chests (the profits on which are estimated at 3,64,110 
current rupees) were sent to Balambangam, where we have reason to fear 
it lies perishing, and that the Company will lose the sale of it entirely. In 
justice to us the Court of Directors will compare the terms of the late opium 
contract with that which we have entered into for the ensuiug year. The last 
contractor engaged to deliver the opium at 320 rupees the chest. The present 
contractor engages to deliver the same quantity at 190, which with his commis- 
sion cannot exceed 202 rupees and a half per chest, and this too under restric- 
tions which tend to insure the good quality of the commodity ; if the same care 
had been taken in forming the late contract the profit on the 3,311 chests pro- 
duced in the years 1773 and 1774 would have amounted to 11,74,169 instead 
of 7,85,127 rupees. 

— The account of balances in the different treasuries on the 31st of 
July is liable to the same objections which we formerly made to a similar 
account, viz.^ that the several balances are not taken at the same period. Con- 
sequently it is possible that credit may be twice taken for the same sums, and 
that in the balance of the general treasury the deposits, together with the 
fund for discharging salt balances, are included. 

The deposits are in fact no part of the Company’s cash, and may be drawn 
out of the treasury on demand: on the 31st of July they amounted to 
10,95,399 C rupees. . The salt fund amounts to above nine lacks, and must be 
considered as a sum appropriated towards the discharge of a debt. Supposing 
it, however, to be true that on the 31st July there was a balance of near 85 
lacks in the treasuries, Mr. Hastings has no right to offer this as any proof of 
his care of the revenues, or of the flourishing state of the country. The Com- 
pany’s growing debt to the King amounts of itself to above ninety lacks of 
rupees, exclusive of the arrears of pensions due to Muhammad Reza Cawn, 
Juggut Sett, and others. The payment of these debts would alone absorb the 
balance in hand. Whether tdtimately paid or not, they ought at least for the 
present to be set against it. Mr. Hastings has no claim to any merit from 



16 


tlie esisteBce of a talance 'wliicTi is created by the '•irv’i-pnyiVi.o’it of the just 
debts of the State. If the Court of Directors should think ht to authorize us 
to pursue the same methods of obtaining supplies of money which were prac- 
tised and boasted of by the late Administration, we do not doubt of meeting 
with equal success. We may sell the dominions and property of our allies if 
hereafter any prince should be so unwise as to trust them to our good faith 
and deposit them under our care. 

Sixteen lacks a year may be saved by stopping the young Nabob’s pension. 
He has no protector to appeal to, nor any evidence of his right, but the same 
public faith by which the Subadairy of the provinces was guaranteed to him 
for his life, and by which the King held his territory and his tribute. 

When these resources are exhausted, when we have nothing left to sell or 
to save, it will naturally occur to us that we have a considei’able army unem- 
ployed, which, in conformity to Mr. Hastings’ principles and practice, should be 
kept in the constant exercise and discipline of war. The little neighbouring 
States, if there are any which yet preserve their independance, may be disposed 
of to advantage. The last source of revenue is to put the empire up to 
auction. 

Koet William, J. OLAVEB-IN G. 

15th September 1775. Geo. MONSON. 

P. ERANOIS. 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs — 

The repeated applications I receive from the Begum of the ill-treatment 
she meets with, induces me to trouble the Hon’ble Board on this very disagree- 
able subject. I find all my endeavors to reconcile her and the Nabob in 
vain ; but as the facts have happened so shall I state them, and entreat the 
particular instructions of the Hon’ble Board. 

The heads of the Begum’s complaints are as follow : viz . — 

Article 1st. — That the Nabob’s agents at Eyzabad treat her servants in a 
manner unbecoming her rank and character, so that they have not the same 
liberty as the other inhabitants of the place. 

" Article 2nd — That Murtezeh Oawn, when at Fyzabad, threatened to prevent 
her servants from bringing her the necessaries of life into the zenana, and did 
actually, by having a number of military with him when he waited upon her, 
terrify her and sent her a message that he would order sepoys to force money 
from her if she did not willi n gly give it. 

Article 3rd. — That the Nabob encourages his agents to make difficulties 
about the receipt of goods in part payment of the stipulated sum, by objecting to 
the identity of her property, and claiming effects as His Excellency’s which belong 
to her. 

Article 4ih. — ^That in matters relative to her treaty with the Nabob, I have 
not backed her applications in the style I ought to have done, as the inducement 
she had for stipulating to pay any sum of money was the confidence she placed 
in the Company’s guarantee of the treaty^ and the justice she expected to have 
rendered to her on all occasions. She therefore makes the Company principals 
in the violences committed against her. 

Most of these heads, I have already troubled the Hon’ble Board with, in my 
address of the 30th November. 
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The violences complained of in the 1st Article I really, from the evidence 
of any individuals I ever met with, do not understand to have been committed. 
I before informed tbe Hon’ble Board that I obtained positive orders from the 
Nabob not to have any disrespect shewn to the Begum or her servants, and 
indeed it is improbable anything of the kind could have happened, for Myrza 
Ally Oawn and Sallar Jung, her brothers, were both at Byzabad a long time 
after Murtezeh Cawn and I left it, and were tbe Governors of the town ; they 
are under many obligations to the Begum, and pay more attention to her than 
to the Nabob himself. Sallar Jung in particular always backed her assertions 
relative to her poverty, and was even with difficulty persuaded to undertake 
the negociation, and throughout the whole of it, did not promote the ^^abob’s 
interests so much as he might have done. He joined the Nabob since we 
left Lucknow, but Myrza Ally still remains with the charge of Pyzabad. In 
making this complaint the Begum forgets the improper conduct of her own 
servants, who have hitherto preserved a total independance of tbe Nabob’s 
authority, beat the officers of his Government, and refused obedience to his 
perwannas. 

I humbly conceive the second Article to be erroneous also, for on the first 
visit to the Begum, Myrza Ally, Sallar Jung, Murtezeh Cawn and I went to- 
gether. Sallar Jung had two companies of sepoys as his guard, being the number 
he generally appears abroad with, and for the reasons given in my first answer, 
he could hardly be suspected of agreeing to any violent measures. 

Murtezeh Cawn had perhaps twenty troopers and some orderly sepoys, but 
in other respects he did not go with half his usual retinue. The Begum’s 
eunuchs did industriously spread reports of Murtezeh Cawn’s ill intentions to 
break into the zenana and seize all the effects and money that could be found. 
On the other hand Murtezeh Cawn pretended to be afraid of attempts on his 
life, and kept a body of sepoys constantly under arms at his house. I con- 
sidered the reports spread by both parties intended to serve the purposes of 
discrediting each others, as much as possible, and which I did not believe to 
have any foundation in truth. 

Murtezeh Cawn, when he went from Mindy Ghaut to Byzabad in April 
last, was said to have sent a harsh message to the Begum, but this instance 
being previous to the solicitation for the English to interfere, of course no blame, 
I humbly conceive, could fall on me for any transactions at that period when 
I was at Eyzabad. I am persuaded none but respectful language was used to the 
Begum. One thing only that I remember could be taken amiss, and that was 
my telling her that unless she paid the money the treaty became null ; whether 
such a hint was necessary, I submit to the consideration of the Hon’ble Board, 
for the eunuchs practised every art to delay the payment, protesting in positive 
terms that the Begum had neither money nor effects, though upon my one day 
representing to her that I should immediately leave Eyzabad unless the condi- 
tions were fulfilled on her part, she found means to send six lacks in specie in less 
than three hours after, and it was hardly a month before that she asserted her 
inability to pay a single rupee. The copy of the Begum’s letter to me making 
this assertion I troubled the Hon’ble Board with in my address of the 9th 
September last. 

The third complaint I am persuaded is partly erroneous from the Begum’s 
claiming every article of the late Vizier’s property, even to his military stores. 
■The Nabob would be very glad to receive anything, but the appraiser appointed 
by the mutual consent of both parties remains at Eyzabad without having any 
goods offered him but such as are already in the possession of the Nabob’s own 
officers. 

I understand the late Vizier deposited the surplus of his revenues with the 
IBegum, and having died intestate, or at least a will was never produced though 
one is said to be secreted by the Begum, it left a door open to the. disputes 
which have happened, for according to the Koran, and the usages of the 
country, the Nabob could claim an infinitely greater share than he has got. It is 
beyond a doubt that she has money, for her principal eunuch brought me a 
ipessage one day, not as a matter of any secresy or confidence, that the wealth 
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the late Nabob had amassed -n^as intended to supply an emergency. I answered 
the Nabob could not well want it at a greater one ; and pressed* her very ear- 
nestly to supply his necessary wants. 

That she has jaghires in every respect equal to her rank is evident from 
her own confession to me in one of her letters, wherein she says her own 
charges amount to twelve thousand rupees a month, and her income is known 
to be seven lacks a year. 

If the complaints contained in the three first Articles are groundless, I 
humbly conceive, the fourth is not much better founded. The Begum can 
make no great claim on the Company for protection, when she herself has 
infringed the conditions of the treaty of which they were the guarantee. 

Let her pay the Nabob the stipulated sum, and he not only consents but 
is desirous that the treaty should remain in force. He has observed that conduct 
to the Begum which nature dictates, and so far from harsh usao-e he has on 
all occasions treated her with the greatest delicacy. “ 

Murtezeh Cawn is afraid to use her iU, for he knows the influence she 
has over over the Nabob, and besides this a contract of marriage is to take 
place between his and Sallar Jung’s children. 

The Begum had great influence in the late Vizier’s time. On the Nabob 
Asoph-ul-Bowla’s accession, he at once placed the sole management in the 
hands of Murtezeh Cawn, which disgusted both her and her adherents, parti- 
cularly her eunuchs who have their views in keeping the wealth in the Begum’s 
possession. The principal, Behar Ally Cawn, enjoys her entire confidence; 
and how far she may be better affected to the English than the Nabob* 
I leave to the consideration of the Hon’ble Board from the followin*^ 
fact :~-On the conclusion of the treaty between the Company and the Nabol^ 
the Begum blamed His Excellency very highly and insisted on his not 
ceding Benares, offering of herself a sum of money in lieu of it. The pro- 
posal was afterwards made to me by the Nabob, but I answered I was not 
authorized to accept an alternative, and that if he intended to have me represent 
the matter to the Hon’ble Board, he should give me his instructions in writing 
and explain his sentiments himself to the Govemor-General which he did not 
do. 


As the Begum’s sentiments at the present juncture will be best explained 
in her own words, I trouble the Hon’ble Board with a copy of the last letters 
I received from her, as also my answers to it. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

CA.MP NEAR EtAWA, 

The 3rd Jamnry 1776. JOHN BRISTOW, 

Resident at the Court of Nabob of Oude. 


Enclosure in Mr. Bristow’s letter to the Board dated the 3rd January 1776. 

Copy o£ a letter from the Begum, mother of the Nabob Asope-ul-Dowla addressed to Me. 

Bristow. 

X have received your agreeable letter and perfectly understand the con- 
tente. Some time ago the affair in question was settled in your presence 
for 30 lacks of rapees. The ^ goods which I delivered for appraisement were 
taken possession of and carried away. It is not I who interrupt tbia busi- 
ness, but Asoph-ul-Dowlah and Murtezah Cawn, I am so far from wishing 
the continuance of this dispute that I am very desirous it should be speedily 
accommodate^ but Asoph-ul-Dowla and Murtezah Cawn do not desire to have 
It adjusted. I enclose you an inventory of the prices of the broad cloth, 
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elephants, and camels whioli I delivered in your presence, hy which you will he 
made acquainted with the value of the several articles ; whatever balance 
remains shall he paid. 

You ask me “since the accession of the Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowla, what 
“ ill-treatment or disgrace I have experienced from him.” Alas ! that you should 
he still ignorant of it. God forbid that even my enemy should suffer so much 
disgrace. Murtezeh Cawn stationed a battalion of sepoys at my door and sent 
me word that if I would quietly deliver the sum it was well, otherwise he 
would prevent any provisions being brought me and take it. This is not all 
the disgrace I have suffered ; whatever he says is a law. You were not a wit- 
ness of the late blessed Nabob’s Musnud, and without having seen it, you 
can form no idea of what kind of a ruler he was. You came at an unreasonable 
time and saw it* and A.so’ph-ul-DovolaJi on the Ji£usnud of the late hlessed 
'Nahoh went with hint. There never was an instance in the world of a son exerci- 
sing such oppression on his own mother as to send her servants to distress and 
affect her. 

Eeflect maturely that no such instances even occurred in former times. 
I have already written you what Asoph-ul-Dowla has done to his own mother 
and that I am ready to give up my life without fear : whatever he wishes let 
him do. 

I have written the real value of the several articles in the list which I 
have sent you without the least variation. Did I wish to procrastinate this 
affair I should have written that the goods which were seized and carried off 
amounted to 11 lacks of rupees, but I do not wish to delay it, and have there- 
fore written down the real value and sent it to you. 

Deduct this and whatever balance appears shall be made good in other 
goods, Chinaware and bullocks. Guards are stationed over my goods, cause 
these to be removed that a price may be set on them, and the balance made 
good ; you have repeatedly written me that the coulnama is inefidcacious. 

You were a party in this affair and took from me the sum of 66 lacks of 
rupees : if you will cause the 66 lacks of rupees to be restored to me, then the 
coulnama will not he binding, and do not you then take ,any part in the affair, 
and then let Asoph-ul-Dowla and Murtezeh Cawn in whatever manner they 
are able take sums of money from me. They will then see the consequences. 

Contents of the three funds. 

1st fund. 

Inventor of the prices of the goods viz « 

S 

Broadcloth ......... 4,00,000 

Broadcloth with raoties, kennauts, and broadcloth raoties, 
furshes, 1 musnuds, broadcloth nnmgiras and fonr white 
putta puttoo serraichas . ^ . . . . . 20,000 

' Linen cloths ........ 54,S 90-8-3 

35 elephants, each at 3,000 ...... 1,05,000 

176 camels each at 100 ...... 17,600 

2nA Furd. 

26 Butths, 44 Chukras, »*«., 4 for the transportation 
of boats and 40 for that of baggage under Shabaz Ally 
Ckwn for the service of the army 2 Ghaurthals and 2 Gaul- 
huls. 

3rd Furd. 

Butths, &c., belonging to the Government House hold under the 
charge of Isahur Ally Khan viz,-— 

22 Butths at 100 S each ...... 2,200 

40 Chukras at R 50 each ..... 2,000 

50 Nagowrahs at fi 150 each ...... 7,500 

198 bullocks of this country at E 25 each .* . . . 4,950 

6 war do. at E 150 each ..... 750 

4 bullocks of this country at El 00 ..... 400 

13 bullocks of this country at H400 .... 5,200 

• This paffiage is very obscure in the original — I imagine some words are omitted. The translation I have mad* 
4^ it is quite literal — (Sd.) 1. B. 
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Copy o£ Me. BeistoVs answer to the Begum. 

I liave been honored "with your friendly letter accompanying an inventory 
of bullocks, &c., with their prices and undei’stand the contents. The Nabob 
consents to take the Butths, bullocks, elephants and camels at their real value. 
I represented to the Nabob and Moktar-ul-Dowla what you wrote me con- 
cerning the broadcloth at the price of 4 lacks of rupees. The Nabob replied, 
I have not received the broadcloth and linens : such of those articles as were 
out Her Highness carried within the mahul. As the Nabob is desirous of 
paying Your Highness the greatest respect, and has agreed to take the broad- 
cloth and linens, if Tour Highness will deliver them, let them be appraised 
by a creditable Ameen. Anka Cawn has been here a longtime in expectation 
of such employ. ’ Your attendants who related to you the circumstance con- 
cerning the stopping your provisions were undoubtedly the inventors of it 
themselves. It never proceeded from the Nabob, for he never acted in this 
manner ; and it is contrary to the disposition as well as the inclination of the 
Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowla. Some evil- disposed and malicious persons have thus 
represented matters to Your Highness, and sown the seeds of dissension. It is 
incumbent on Tour Highness to give no heed to the representations of insi- 
dious men, but to regard the advice of well-disposed persons and settle this 
affair on an eligible footing. With regard to what you write me concerning 
the compensation for the house at Gorukpore, I shall undoubtedly take the 
necessary measures in this affair, if you comply with the terms of the Coul- 
nama. 

It would not be proper or becoming that Tour Highness should not give 
your assent to my representations, as by denying it, disgrace is brought on 
the English chiefs. I have therefore given a full and particular account of every 
transaction to the Governor and Council, and whatever directions I may receive 
from them I shall carry into execution. With respect to Tour Highness’s 
jaghiers, the Nabob agrees to one method which is that you give them up 
entirely, and instead thereof receive a monthly stipend through the channel 
of any person you choose to fix on ; for the Nabob observed to me that two 
rulers were too much for one country. By this proposal the Nabob is desirous of 
promoting Your Highness’ quiet, tranquillity and satisfaction. The Nabob 
says that in this case you will have no vexation, and will constantly receive 
your stipend without trouble. 

The Members of the Board having returned their opinions on the last letter 
as follow, respecting the Begum, a copy of it was accordingly sent a number 
in the packet by the Silshorough. 

GenbkaIi CLAVEBiNa. — I am of opinion that Mr. Bristow’s letter of the 
3rd January ought to be transmitted a separate number in the packet. 

J. 0. 

G. M. 

P. E. 


Mr. Bristow’s explanation of the subject of the Begum’s complaints corre- 
sponds exactly with the opinion I had formed of them upon the receipt of her 
letter (expressed in my Minute of the 3rd instant). I think Mr. Bristow’s letter 
should, by aU means, go a number in the present packet,, together with transla- 
tions of the papers referred to in it. 


P. P. 


Ordered that a copy of the translation of the Begum’s letter be sent to 
the Court of the Directors by the Secretary, 
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Secret Dept. Port William, the 7tli February 1776. 

Wednesday. At a Coxnsrciii, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, Fresidenf. 

Lieutenant-General J ohn Glatering. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the consnltation of the 5th instant. 

Received the following letters from Mr. Bristow > 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — wrote last on the 21st and am favored with 
the Hon’ble Board’s letter of the 3rd instant. Agreeable to the directions 
therein contained, I presented to the Nabob, Buhhoo Begum’s address to 
the Governor-General, at the same time for fear of any omission in my 
verbally explaining the Board’s sentiments I troubled him with a written 
representation, of which the enclosed is a copy. As His Excellency did not re- 
quest either this or the letter to be left with him, I had no occasion to excuse 
myself from it. He informs me he has fully answered every article of the 
Begum’s complaints in a letter to the Governor- General which renders it un- 
necessary for me to relate any of his observations. 

In respect to the particular charge against myself of having in conjunc 
tion with Myrza Alii Sallar Jung and Murtehzeh Oawn threatened to stop the 
necessaries of life from being brought into the zenana, in my address of the 3rd 
instant I was particular on this subject, and I can further safely assert if any 
such message was carried to the Begum, that it was wholly without my 
knowledge or acquiescence. I think it very probable she might have been told 
this by her eunuchs in order to irritate her against the Nabob. I knew the 
difficult part I had to act and avoided as much as possible all verbal messages, 
as misinterpretations might be given to them. The only menace I ever used 
was to threaten to set off from Fyzabad and leave the Nabob and Begum to 
settle their differences without the mediation of the Company ; for that it was 
unnecessary for me to stay unless my representations were attended to. It is 
astonishing that the Begum does not produce any of my letters which were 
numerous, and upon this evidence, the Hon’ble Board might, at once, acquit or 
condemn my conduct. 

In regard to the Begum’s insinuation of her having sent many letters to 
the Governor-General without receiving answers, I am persuaded all that were 
transmitted to me I regularly forwarded; but this matter may be easily 
settled by her dispatching copies of any which may haye miscarried. For fur- 
ther pai'ticulars relative to the Begum’s charges, I had, previous to the receipt 
of the Hon’ble Board’s commands, been explicit in my addrpss of the 3rd instant 
to which I refer. 

In my negoeiations between the Begum and the Nabob, I have been very 
disagreeably situated, as I never could give entire satisfaction to either. My 
motives for entering into them were for procuring money at a time that the 
Nabob could not have taken the field without it, and his affairs must have 
materially suffered. 

I have the honor to he, &c., 
Camp near Etawa, -i JOHN BRISTOW, 

25th of January 1776, 1 ILesident at the Court of Oud. 
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Enclosed in Me. Beisto'w^s letter to the Boards dated the 25th of January. 

Representation made by Mr. Bristotv to the Nabob Asoph-til Dowla. 

I hare already presented, for Tour Excellency’s inspection, copy of a letter 
addressed to the Governor by Her Excellency the Begum, the contents of 
which you doubtless retain in your remembrance. As you regard the payment 
of respect and duty to the Begum in preference to every other consideration, it 
is incumbent on me to give you in writing the particulars of the orders which 
I have received from the Governor in Council on this subject, that you may 
clearly comprehend them, and that there may be no possibility of your losing 
the memory of them. 

— Respecting the goods and effects which the Begum may have given 
or may give on account of part of the SO lacks of rupees stipulated in the 
Goulnama, that they be received on an appraisement made by a person mutually 
chosen for that purpose ; I recommend this method of accommodating the matter 
to Tour Excellency. 

2nd . — Regarding the Begum’s coming to reside in the Company’s territories, 
should this meet with your approbation and consent, the Governor and Council 
will undoubtedly agree thereto, and will treat her with that respect and honor 
which is due to her rank. This the Governor has communicated to the Begum. 
Moreover, when the Begum has fulfilled the conditions of the Coulnama, she 
will not be liable to further demands or trouble on account of money, and no 
one agreeable to the terms of the Coulnama vrill in any manner obstruct or 
molest her. The English Company are the guarantees of this. 

Brd . — At the Begum’s request to recommend the re-establishment of 
Mahomed Elieh Elhan and Muhammad Bushere Khan in their former appoint- 
ments, the Governor and Council have answered that Tour Excellency is the 
master of your ovra Government, and that it does not become them to make 
such a recommendation to you. 


Port William, the 29th Eebruary 1776. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, JPresident. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Erancis, Esq. 

Read and approved the consultation of the 26th ultimo. 


The Governor-General delivers in his Minutes sent to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors by 

the Eilshorough. 

Hon’ble Sirs, — Enclosed I have the honor to send separate observations 
on three Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. JPrancis : one 
belonging to the General and two to the Revenue Department, and all hearing 
date the 21st November 1776. 


I have the honor to he, &c.. 

Port William, ' WARREN HASTINGS. 

20th Jmmry 1776' j 
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Observations on the Minutes o£ Geijeeal Clavering, Colonel jSIonson and Me. Feanois, 

dated the 21st November 1775, 

Hitherto the letters and minutes of the Gentlemen of the majority 
addressed to the Court of Directors have been confined to one unvaried theme — 
the condemnation of my conduct, and of the measures of the last Administra- 
tion. They have now changed the subject to the ennumeration of their own 
services, but even in this they have not lost sight of their original object, as the 
sum of their merits on which they lay claim to the applause of the Court of 
Directors amounts to little more than a disavowal of the principles and a sub- 
version of the measures of the late Government. 

They begin with asserting generally that “ some salutary measures have 
been carried into execution, some abuses have been checked or corrected, some 
important advantages have been obtained.” These general positions are after- 
wards particularized in the following instances : — 

Xst . — ^The recall of the troops from the Eohilla War. 

2nd. — The abolition of the Bank. 

— The stop put to the inquisition into the titles by which the inha- 
bitants of Dacca held their lands in that city. 

4th. — ^The reduction of the interest on the Bonded D ebt from 8 to 6 per 
cent, and the payment of part of the capital. 

5th. — ^The inquisition into the frauds and corruptions almost universally 
practiced and connived at under the late Administration. 

6th. — The Board of Ordnance. 

7th. — The condemnation of the war in which the Presidency of Bombay 
had engaged with the Mahrattas. 

Sth. — The appointment of Mahomed B.eza Cawn to the oflSce of Naib 
Subah and the restoration of the powers of the Nizamnt. 

— The treaty with the Nabob of Oude. 

When this list shall be read by those whose wisdom planned the system 
established by Parliament for the Controuling Government of India, and com- 
pared with the expectations which they must have naturally formed from so 
great and extensive a design, they may be led to think very differently from 
the Gentlemen of the Majority of such services, and be disappointed to find, 
that instead of converting the great powers granted to the Governor-General 
and Council to the consolidation of the British dominions and the improvement 
of the British property in India, their time and attention, in a long period of 
13 months, have been occupied on no greater objects than negative measures, 
the temporary adjustment of the right of property in a heap of old ruins, the 
substitution of a new treaty in violation of former engagements, and attempts 
to usurp or depreciate the merits of their predecessors. 

To show that these are the amount of the services which have been so 
pompously displayed, I shall take the liberty to examine them in their order 

1st.’— The majority improperly claim a merit in having withdrawn the 
troops which were employed in the Rohida war before that service was accom- 
plished. It was imprudent in every sense. It was highly prejudicial to the 
Company*s interests if that service was undertaken on expedient and allowable 
grounds. It was unjust if that Government was bound by previous engage- 
ments to prosecute it to a conclusion; and yet more unjust if it has since 
exacted the sum stipulated as a part of these engagements. 

I cannot admit either the justice or decency of binding the Court of Di- 
rectors to the interpretation which the majority have been pleased to force on 
their orders. I understand the paragraph of the General letter of the 3rd 
March to be an approbation of the Rohilla war. 

■ *1 understand the disapprobation expressed in their letter of the 7th of 

March to apply to a subject totally different from it, to a supposition that the 
troops whidi were employed in the Rohilla war had quitted the country which 
was the seat of it, and had crossed the Ganges to engage in an indefinite service 
beyond the prescribed line of their opemtions. These censures arose from a 
misinformation, or from a misconception of the words of a letter from the 
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late Select Committee, and I presume that the explanation given tliem in my 
letter of 25th November which went by the last ship will have totally removed 
all them displeasure upon this head. 

2nd . — The answer from the Provincial Council to the queries stated to 
them proved that some advantages had been produced from the institution of 
the bank, and that it was not attended with any inconveniences to justify the 
majority’s hasty abolition of it. 

Si'd . — This hardly merits a comment ; the Council of Dacca had ordered an 
enquiry to be made into the title by wliich the inhabitants of the city of Dacca 
held the lands occupied by them. Mr. Prancis warmly espoused the cause of 
the occupants. The Board ordered the enquiry to be suspended, and this very 
important act of the Governor- General and Council, which probably was never 
heard of ten miles from the spot which was the object of it, is blown up into 
magnitude, and is held up as a measure which, by the critical interposition of 
the first powers of Government, rescued the City of Dacca and all the Provinces 
from depopulation. 

4th . — This is an usurpation of the merits of the late Administration. The 
reduction of the interest of the Bonded Debt was unnecessary. The payment 
of the principal was effected by the Treaty of Benares, by the B.ohilla war, by 
the savings made by the former Board of Inspection in the civil and military 
expences, by the reduction of the Nabob’s stipend, by the suspension of the 
King’s tribute, and by the other economical regulations of the late President and 
Council. I again defy the Gentlemen of the Majority to produce a single in- 
stance in all their measures by which a rupee was gained to the Company, or a 
rupee saved to them. I beg leave to refer to the Consultations of the 10th of 
Pebruary, 3rd of March and 26th July 1774, which successively ordered that 
the Bonds of 1769, 1770 and 1771, including all of prior dates, amounting 
altogether to 38,16,933-10-9 should be discharged ; and to my Minute, 
which was entered in Consultation of the 26th January 1776, recommending the 
discharge of the whole by means which the different balances of the Treasuries 
since that date have proved to have been effective ; but my recommendation 
was rejected ; and the proposal of General Olavering which was delivered to 
the Board on the same day for paying off part of the debt by new loans of a 
reduced interest of 6 instead of 8 per cent, was adopted. In the prosecution of 
this plan the debt on the 31st December last was reduced to 62,61,280-0-3 bear- 
ing 6 per cent, interest ; and it is certain that, had mine been followed, none would 
have remained, since the balance of cash in all the treasuries on that day amount- 
ed to E97,97,199 -8-17-2. 

My proposition for liquidating the Bonded Debt was founded on an esti- 
mate of receipts and disbursements drawn out by the Accomptants-General 
which stated the probable balances in the Company’s treasuries on the 31st of 
December last at R18,7l, 366-5-11. After cancelling the debt and providing 
for every expence, many flaws in the estimate were pointed out, and the 
Company were warned against giving credit to the flattering account of their 
affairs which I had laid before them. I endeavoured to support the probability 
of the estimate by arguments, and the Gentlemen of the Majority to coimtravert 
the principles upon which it was formed. What was then a subject of debate 
may now be precisely ascertained ; and the Court of Directors wiU please to 
observe by the accompanying statement No. 1. that although the salt and several 
other branches of revenue failed in yielding those funds which were expected, 
the estimate was formed with so much moderation that the surplus balance 
in the Company’s treasuries on the 31st December turned out actually to be 
near fifteen lacks of rupees more favorably to the Company than what I had 
supposed it. While I congratulate the Company upon this prosperous situa- 
tion of their affairs, I have only to jregret .that they should have cohtinues^ so- 
long to be burthened with a debt at interest, which the state of their finance^ 
could long ere now have cancelled. 

Bth . — I cannot- but allow that the labours of the Majority to obtain' 
accusations against the former agents of the Company have been carried on 
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with unremitted attention. I'd* this grand object, the management of the 
current business, and the administration of justice, throughout the provinces, 
have been neglected. 

I do not admit that “ the importance of a service is to be measured by the 
labour and anxiety of the persons who performed it,” but by the utility which 
may be derived from it. Let it be shewn by what obligation, either of office 
or necessity, the Gentlemen of the Majority were pressed into so regretted a 
service. Let it be shewn how it has operated either in its immediate effect on 
the present interests of the Company, or tends to influence the future ; and 
that the same zeal which has animated them in their search of past abuses 
hath equally incited them to attend to the discharge of the trusts which have 
been directly committed to them, that the revenue has been improved, that 
new sources of profit have been discovered, that inordinate expences have been 
reduced, that the dispatch of current business has been promoted, that justice 
has been administered, that the discipline of the army has been attended to ; 
in a word, that any one important object of Government has been vigorously 
pursued. But if these duties are neglected by the rulers of a country, it will 
avail them little to plead in excuse, that busied in arraigning the conduct of 
their predecessors they were unable to attend to their own. 

6th . — I should be sorry to object to any measure of the Gentlemen of the 
Majority that appears to have economy or real business for its object. I shall 
not now offer any judgment of the utility of this institution. This can only be 
proved from the savings which it may produce, and, “ as the operation of a year 
or two is required for this effect,” I am diffident in forming conjectures at so 
distant a period, when I reflect with regret on the many plans from which I 
myself expected to have derived credit, but which have been blasted while I 
was rearing them to maturity. , 

The remarks repeated under this head upon the impropriety of employing 
the Commissary-General to furnish contingent supplies to the army appear to 
me as much out of place as unluckily applied to an encomium on the Board 
of Ordnance which is liable to the very same objection, as the members who 
compose it, excepting those of the Supreme Council, consist of the heads of 
those offices which are placed under its immediate controul and superinten- 
dancy. I shall avail myself, however, of this occasion to vindicate both the late 
President and Council and Colonel Macleane from the censure to which this 
appointment has given occasion by requesting that the IEon*ble Court of Di- 
rectors will be pleased to read the letter of Colonel Daw upon this subject 
addressed to the Board of Inspection, on the 23rd of May last, of which I have 
annexed an extract, No. 2 ; and I will venture hardily to pronounce upon the 
strength of it, that whatever reductions may hereafter take effect in this hitherto 
unbounded stream of military expence, they will derive their origin from 
the grant of the contingent supplies to Colonel Macleane and to his integrity 
in the provision of them, notwithstanding the severity with which the conduct 
of the Board in this instance has been condemned. 

7th . — The Hon’ble Court of Directors will be the best judges of the 
merits of the Gentlemen of the Majority in the steps they have taken to degrade 
the Presidency of Bombay in the eyes of the Mahrattas, and to deprive the 
Company of the advantages which might have been secured to them even with 
an honorable peace which, there is every reason to believe, might have been 
much sooner obtained by more vigorous measures. 

8th . — I do not think that the uncontrouled administration of criminal 
justice ought to be trusted to any native. If it should, Mahomed Reza Cawn 
may be as fit for it as any other. As to the Country Government, it must ever, 
in my opinion, continue feeble and insignificant, while the real power is in 
our hands and the nominal authority is vested in a person who receives his 
salary from us and is removable at our pleasure. 

^^A.~The new treaty with Asoff-ul-Dowla is certainly advantageous to 
the Company, if the conditions of it can be fulfilled ; but of this I ever did 
and do still entertain a doubt, notwithstanding the acknowledgments which it 
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is said, to have extorted from me, but Trhieh I do not remember to have ex- 
pressed and now disclaim; for I cannot deem it honorable to have extorted 
from the Nabob concessions inconsistent with our former treaties to which the 
necessity of his situation alone obliged him, however, unwillingly to submit. 
The fairest opinion which I could now give of those concessions would be to 
repeat the substance of my Minutes entered on our Proceedings of the 13th of 
Pebruary and 3rd of March. To those I refer as prophetic (if I may so express 
myself) of the effects which have been since experienced from the conditions of 
that treaty. 

The remainder of the Minute, to which this is a reply, consists of little 
more than a repetition of the complaints which have been before repeatedly 
made against the Supreme Court of Judicature, yet I may not pass them with- 
out reply, but I shall make it as brief as possible, placing it in opposite 
columns to the cases which are stated in the Minute — 


If by our authority as Dewan, con- 
firmed to us by Parliament, a farmer 
be confined for arrears of rent, the 
Supreme Court of Judicature take the 
cause out of our hands, decide upon 
the merits and discharge the prisoner. 


If we dismiss the Judge-Advocate, 
^e applies to the Supreme Court for 
a Mandamus to reinstate him in his 
office. 

If we dismiss the Secretary of our 
own Board, we see him encouraged 
to bring an action for his salary 
against his successor. 


If we order a British subject to re- 
repair to the Presidency, he pleads 
the protection of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature, and declines or refuses 
to obey us. 

If for reasons of the most serious 
political importance we endeavor to 
support the authority of the Country 
Government, and the Sovereignty of 
the Subah, we have not only the 
foreign factories, but the Supreme 
Court of J udicature to contend with ; 
they publickly deny the existence 
of such a Government, and effectedly 
hold out the person and authority 
of the Prince to the contempt of the 
world. 

According to the doctrines main- 
tained by the Judges there is scarce 
any act of Government however 
necessary and expedient which, if it 


This, I suppose, alludes to the case of 
Comaul Ordun Cawn ; he apj)ealed to the 
Court against an act of oppression and 
was a proper object of their jurisdic- 
tion. 


Which the Court refused to grant. 


I know not who encouraged Mr. 
Stewart. His friends, I believe, have 
attempted to dissuade him from bring- 
ing his action into Court, thinking it im- 
prudent and likely to prove hurtful to 
his interest, but it was not in the power 
of the Court to prevent it. 

Not knowing to whom, or to what 
fact this sentence alludes, I cannot re- 
ply to it. 


The person and authority of the Nabob 
(I know not who made him a Prince) 
ought to be held out to the contempt of 
the world, if these are employed like a 
sanctuary to protect debtors from their 
creditors, and criminals from the pur- 
suits of justice. I know no other uses 
which the Nabob’s name and authority 
can be applied to. 


I do not believe that any doctrines 
have been delivered in the Supreme 
Court to warrant this conclusion of the 
Majority, nor do I apprehend that the 

469 P. D.— 17 


491 



27 


tends to controul the actions, or to 
thwart the interest of individuals, may 
not expose the IVl'emhers of the 
Council to actions in the Supreme 
Court. 


"We even doubt whether we are 
authorized to prevent any persons 
from quitting the Provinces and go- 
ing up the country, though we should 
be certain of their intention to enter 
into the service of a foreign power. 


In these circumstances many use- 
ful and obvious regulations for the 
benefit of the country necessarily 
must be left unattempted. 

A general re- coinage has been 
repeatedly recommended to us by the 
Court of Directors ; such a measure is 
without doubt indispensably necess- 
ary, but it is of a nature too delicate 
and important, and likely to be attend- 
ed with too many difficulties in the 
execution to be undertaken with 
safety by a divided Government with 
a hostile Court of Judicature. 


Members of the Board are liable to any 
ill-consequences from the decrees of the 
Court upon any such of their acts as 
although not strictly legal shall have 
arisen merely from error in judgment, 
and do not evidently tend to purposes 
of oppression, since there is always an 
aj)peal to a superior tribunal. 

The right of preventing Europeans 
from passing through those provinces 
to enter into the service of any foreign 
powers has not been yet before the 
Court, but I do not conceive it to be a 
matter of difficulty. The opinion of 
the Chief Justice delivered. in the case of 
Pavesey, applies only to the right of our 
Government to expell unlicensed, vaga- 
bond foreigners from the country. I 
cannot let this occasion pass without 
remarking that the conduct of the Judges 
in the case just referred to manifests in 
the most striking manner, the candor 
and temper with which they examined 
the' acts of this Government, and their 
endeavors to support its authority. 

This will appear from the Attorney’s 
report entered in the Consultation of 
the 23rd December in the Secret Depart- 
ment. 

It will requu’e leisure and atten- 
tion to carry into execution the orders 
of the Court of Directors for the im- 
provement of coinage of this country ; 
but no doubt with respect to the pro- 
bable interference of the Court in the 
execution of such a measure either has 
proved or can prove an impediment to 
it. 


The remainder of their Minute is pure declamation and of a kind which I 
find it difficult to answer in the want of determinate facts which might serve 
as a color for their allusions. Where is a standard hoisted against their authority 
and by whom have the people been invited to repair to it ? Who affords protec- 
tion to persons denying or resisting the authority of Government ? What 
are the proofs that the Governor- General has taken ” a willing and decided 
part in every measure that tends to degrade the Council and to disarm them of 
their lawful powers ?” 


They form an invariable and decided majority at the Board and arrogate 
to themselves the whole authority of the State to the utter exclusion of Mr. 
Barwell and myself. The collection of the revenues, the internal govern- 
ment of the country, and. every political arrangement are at their absolute dis- 
posal, and every measure they have adopted has operated in its fullest extent. 
It -will avail them but little with their employers and the public to declare that 
“ they discharge themselves from all responsibility,” when it is as manifest as 
the light of the sim that they act as they please, without any present power to 
controul or oppose them. 


WABBEN HASTINGS. 
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To tlie Hon’ble tlie Court of Directors for the Affairs of the Hou^ble United Company of 
IVIerchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, — Although we have differed from the other gentlemen of 
the Council in our opinion of the propriety of the conduct of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in those points which have been represented 
to you as usurpations of the rights granted by Parliament to the Governor- 
General and Council, and as impediments to the current business of the reve- 
nue, yet we are fully sensible of the effects to which the powers of the Court might 
be liable from their present constitution were they committed to Judges of less 
moderation and caution than those whom the wisdom of the Legislature hath 
chosen for the first exercise of them, and of others which are yet unavoidable 
from the undefined state of the Courts, which were before established for the 
administration of justice to the inhabitants of these provinces, and which still 
in part subsist but without any legal authority. 

We should have been glad that the sentiment of your Council on this 
subject had been unanimous ; and that we could have cordially joined in 
recommending such improvements on the system of justice already introduced 
into this country, as might give the Supreme Court of Judicature a complete 
and effectual controul over every part of it, and render the other Courts both 
consistent with its authority and subservient to the general purposes of its 
institution. 

A work of this kind is, however, become the more necessary even from the 
differences which have prevailed in our opinions, and especially from the 
alarming contests which have arisen between this Government and the Sup- 
reme Court concerning the extension of its authority. We have attempted it, 
with less difddence, because though the object was the most important, that 
could excite the attention of any state, yet the means by which it was to be 
attained, appeared simple and easy. Nothing was required but to combine the 
different materials which we found prepared to our hands into one compact form. 
This we have accordingly done in the inclosed plan, which we humbly sub- 
mit to your judgment and correction, in the hope that if we shall be so happy 
as to receive your approbation' of it, it may obtain the sanction of Parliament 
for its confirmation. 

We have the honor to be, &c.. 

Port William, WARREN HASTINGS. 

The 18th January 1777. J RICHARD BARWELL. 


A plan for the better administration of justice in the Provinces of . Bengal. 

The distribution of justice in these provinces is yet very defective in two 
essential points : Pirst, in the want of a provision for cases which are excluded 
by the late Act of Parliament from the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature ; and, secondly, in the limitation of the powers 6f that Court, which is 
impracticable in many eases, and which, if it were practicable in all, would 
defeat the first purpose of its institution, if that purpose was to relieve the in- 
habitants from oppression. 

W e presume that the Legislature did not intend by the act to form a com- 
plete system either of Government or Judicature; but rather an introduction 
to one more perfect, which should be accomplished by successive improvements, 
as necessity and experience might suggest them. To effect this it is necessary 
in the first place that the Government itself should be made entire ; the powers 
which it is permitted to exercise should be legally annexed to it ; the distinof 
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tions of Ifizamut and Dewanny should be abolisbedj and the British soTereignty 
through whatever channels it may pass into these provinces should he ail in 


aU. 


The only use for which the Company have enjoined the observance of 
these distinctions cannot longer avail them. The Brench and Butch have long 
since repeatedly declared that there is no ruling power in these provinces hut 
the English Company ; and if a fact of such glowing notoriety could he dis- 
puted, the late publications made under the authority of Parliament itself 
would afEord incontestable evidence of its reality. 

The uses, which may be made of these distinctions, in securing the acts of 
Government from interruption by warrants and writs issued from the Supreme 
Court of J udicature will be found fallacious on examination, and may be per- 
verted to the most dangerous of all abuses. Those who are aggrieved by un- 
warrantable acts of Government ought to have a refuge from it^. Those who 
fly to the Court as an asylum against the regular and official acts of Govern- 
ment will he disappointed with costs and fruitless trouble ; and it will soon he 
publicly known what cases are, and what are not, within the cover of its 
protection. But were every titular department of the Jfizamut, and every agent 
of the Dewanny, to he exempted from the claims of justice, or which would he 
the same in effect accountable only to the Nazim or his sensible Minister, 
or to the Governor-General and Council, crimes of the most atrocious nature 
might be committed by such instruments, private property might he invaded, 
evidences suborned ; and even the lives of men might be sacrificed to accomp- 
lish the designs of avarice or ambition, or to gratify private revenge. In a 
word, every evil, for the suppression of which the Supreme Court of Judicature 
was constituted and armed with such an extensive jurisdiction, not only over 
all British subjects and their dependents, but over every person directly or 
indirectly employ’d by the Company or their agents, might be practiced by 
those very agents with impunity under the sanction of the Nizamut and Bewan- 
ny, and the jurisdiction of the Court reduced to the trial of common felonies- and 
breaches of the peace ; and the examination of litigated property among the 
inhabitants of Calcutta. 


The Government being constituted in the manner which has been proposed 
let the power of the Supreme Court of Judicature, which should accompany it in 
every stage of its growth, be extended to all parts of the Provinces without 
limitation, and even to such countries as may at any time now or hereafter be 
annexed to them as hath lately been the case with Cooch Behar. 

If the bounds to which the Judges of the Supreme Court are by nature re- 
stricted, could admit of the possibility of their deciding in their own persons all 
the causes and offences which might be brought before them in so extensive 
and populous a country as this is, their jurisdiction alone would be a sufficient 
blessing to it. But this is impossible, they must have aids. These should be 
conformable to the laws, usages and manners of the people, to the necessities 
of the State, and to the constitution of the Supreme Court, in such points as 
might be found necessary to connect them with it, and fix their dependance 
upon it. 

The following plan is proposed on these united principles. It has for its 
groundwork the plan which was formed by the late President and Council in 
August 1772 with the alterations since made to it in Becember 1773 on the 
establishment of the Provincial Councils. 


Xst . — ^That the following Courts be established for administration of 
justice. 

{1st) The Sudder Bewanny Adaulut or Superior Court. 

{Snd) The Provincial Councils. 

{3rd) The Courts of Adaulut Bewanny, ZiUajat or Provincial 
Bewanny Courts. 
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{4th) The OoTirts of Adaulut Dewanny Mofussul, or Subordinate 
Dewanny Courts. 

That the first of these shall be composed of the Governor-General and 
Council, and the Chief Justice and Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
assisted by the Koy Royan, the Canongos and other Chief Of&cers of the Khalsa. 
That not less than three members shall decide on any cause, of whom one shall 
be a Member of the Council and another a Member of the Court, but that the 
whole may sit if they chuse it. That this Court shall receive all appeals 
from the Provincial Councils in causes of personal property exceeding one 
thousand rupees or of Mulguzzarry lands (or lands which pay the common 
rent to Government) the jumma of which (or rent paid to Government) is 
more than one thousand rupees, or of alienated or free lands of which the 
jumma is more than one hundred rupees. That its decrees shall be final. 
That it shall be lawful for the Court, if they see occasion, to receive fresh 
exhibits, and to examine new witnesses to any appeal before them ; but not to 
take up any cause which shall not have been appealed from the Provincial 
Councils. That the Court shall sit every Wednesday without a summons, and 
as often besides as the business may require by a summons from the Govern- 
or-General. 

That the second shall consist of the Provincial Councils in their usual 
and ofSicial meetings assisted by the Provincial Dewans, the Canongos, Mowla.- 
vies and Pundits. That they shall hear and determine all complaints from 
the inhabitant of their respective divisions, or refer them at their option to the 
3rd and 4th Courts, and that they shall receive such appeals as shall be made 
to them from the 3rd and 4th Courts. That the judicial proceedings of the 
Provincial Councils shall be entered on their official records ; but that separate 
copies shall be extracted of their proceedings on all cases which shall be appealed 
and be transmitted to the Sudder Dewanny Adaulut. 

That the third shall be superintended by a Member of the Provincial Coun- 
cil in each division in yearly rotation, assisted by the Provincial Dewan, the 
Canongos, one Mowlavy and one Pundit, who shall be appointed by the Gover- 
nor-General and Council to hear and determine all complaints from the in- 
habitants of the division with an appeal, as above, to the Provincial Councils. 
That these Courts shall be held in the capital town of each division. That 
they shall sit regularly three days in every week, and of tener if the business 
shall require it. That the Superintendant of each division shall deliver into 
the Provincial Council on, or before the 5th day of each month, a fair copy of 
his proceedings in the preceding month, and that an abstract of the same con- 
taining the names of the parties and the causes of action, and expressing for 
whom the decree was given, be immediately transmitted by the Provincial 
Courts to the Sudder Dewanny Adaulut to be kept in the records of that 
Court. 

That the fourth shall consist of the Naib Dewan and the Canongos of 
each respective district, one Mowlavy and one Pundit, which shall be appointed 
by the Governor-General and Council. That they shall be held in the Cut- 
chery, or capital town of each district formerly superintended by the Collectors, 
That they shall sit four days in every week and oftener if required. That they 
shall hear and determine all complaints from the inhabitants of their districts 
with an appeal as above to the Provincial Councils of the divisions to which 
they respectively appertain. 

2nd.— -TUhsit it shall be lawful for the Governor-General and Council and the 
Chief Justice and Judges assembled together in the Dewanny Court to frame 
such laws, rules, and ordinances as they shall judge necessary whether for the 
regulation of the proceedings of the Dewanny Courts or for the good govern- 
ment of the country, and for the welfare of the people, and to amend or 
repeal such laws, rules, ordinances and usages in being, as they shall judge 
detrimential to Government, or to the welfare of the people ; but that it shall 
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be Tieeessary in both cases that the majority of the Members of the Council, 
and the majority of the Members of the Supreme Court shall agi’ee in the 
said resolutions without 'which they shall not be valid. That such regulations 
shall be subject to the same cohtroul in England as the rules and orders formed 
by the G-overnor- General and Council with the allo'wance of the Judges as di- 
rected by the Act of Parliament. 

3rd . — That all the forms, usages and rules which have been generally 
practiced, or which have been constituted for the management and collection of 
the revenues, shall be valid and legal untill they shall be repealed, or abrogated 
by the Governor-General and Council and by the Chief Justice and Judges in 
the manner directed by the preceding Article. This is proposed to obviate all 
doubts ; although the practice of the Coixrt has been invariably guided by this 
maxim, and the Chief Justice on reading this article has declared that he consi- 
ders the local laws and customs of the provinces proved in the Court as rules 
by which he is to administer justice in the same manner as the local laws and' 
customs in England are understood to be part of the common law thereof. 

4th . — That it shall be la'wful for the Eoyroyan and the Superintendant 
of the Khalsa Records to issue their warrants under the seal of the Royroyan 
and signature of the Superintendant of the Khalsa Records to apprehend any 
person against whom complaints shall be made and referred to them, either by 
the Governor- General and Council or the Judges, or by any individual of either, 
to answer to the said complaints and to summon 'witnesses to attend and to 
give evidence on the same. That they shall report to the Sudder Dewanny 
Adaulut their proceedings on such complaints, but shall not inflict any punish- 
ment, nor detain any person in custody, against whom complaints shall have 
been made longer than forty-eight hours, nor on any person summoned as an 
evidence longer than the time which shall be required for his examination. 

5ih . — ^That it shall be lawful for Royroyan and the Superintendant of the 
Khalsa Records to issue their warrants under the seal of the Royroyan, and 
signature of the Superintendant to apprehend any farmer, under-farmer, 
security, or other person of whatever denomination, on whom the Chief and 
Members of any Pro'rincial Council shall have complained for payment of the 
public revenue, and shall require them by a letter under the hands and seal of 
the . said Chief and Council to apprehend and send the said persons to the said 
Provincial Council; and that it shall be lawful for the Royroyan and 
Superintendant of the Khalsa Records to cause the persons whom they 
shall have apprehended in compliance ■with such requisition to be trans- 
ported and delivered over to the said Provincial Council, to be dealt with as the 
nature of the case shall require. That each letter of requisition as aforesaid 
shall specify distinctly the cause for which the warrant of the Royroyan and 
Superintendantis required,|and the sum in which the person, who is the object 
of it, is indebted ; and that a copy of the said letter shall be delivered to the 
the party by the officer who shall serve the warrant upon him for his informa- 
tion. 


6th . — That no officer of the Khalsa shall be liable to an action or punish- 
ment for the execution of a regular summons on warrant of the Royroyan or 
Superintendant of the Khalsa Records, nor the Royroyan or Superintendant 
be made accountable for them, but that if the farmer or other person who 
shall have been apprehended in virtue of the warrant of the Royroyan and 
Superintendant of the Khalsa Records, and sent to the Provincial Council 
which required his presence shall deem himself aggrieved thereby, he shall have 
his action against the members of the Provincial Council, who shall be liable to 
such penalties as the Chief Justice and Judges of the Supreme Court shall 
think proper to inflict, if it shall appear that they have acted without sufficient 
grounds to warrant such a proceeding ; and that they have been guilty of 
wilful oppression. 

7th . — That no officer of the Provincial Councils, or of any of the other 
Courts of the Dewanny, shall be liable to an action or punishment for any 
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legal acts committed by him in the execution of a written order or warrant of 
the Provincial Councils or Courts given him in the usual form, but that if 
any person against whom any such order or warrant shall have been issued, 
shall deem himself injured thereby, he shall have an action against the person 
or persons by whom the said order or warrant was signed who shall be liable to 
such pains or penalties as the Chief Justice and Judges of the Supreme Court 
sha ll think proper to inflict, if it shall appear to have been a wanton or wilful 
act of oppression. 

8th . — That it shall be lawful for the Chief Justice and Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature to refer to the Provincial Councils, or to any 
other of the inferior Dewanny Courts, such causes as shall at any time be 
brought before them, which may be more easily or speedily decided in the said 
Courts, or which from the natui’e of the causes requiring numerous witnesses 
or exhibits, or from the distance of the places where the parties may reside, 
cannot without great loss or vexation to the parties be tried in Calcutta ; and 
to order the said Courts to hear and decide the same in the usual forms, 
which order the said Courts shall be obliged to obey. And that it thall be 
further lawful for the Chief Justice and the Judges of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature to issue their orders to the Provincial Councils, or to the other 
inferior Dewanny Courts, to stop their proceedings in any cause, which shall 
be pending before the said Courts, that the same may be tried in the Supreme 
Court, which orders the said Courts shall be obliged to obey. 

9th . — That the following Courts shall be established for the administration 
of criminal justice : — 

{1st) The Nizamut Sudder Adaulut. 

{2nd) The Courts of Poujdarry Adaulut. 

That these Courts be constituted precisely on the mode and form es- 
tablished by the plan formed by the late President and Council in August 1772 
and intitled “ A plan for the administration of justice,” but that it shall be 
lawful for the Governor-General and Council and the Chief Justice and Judges, 
or the majority of both, to constitute such other subsidiary rules and forms as 
they shall judge necessary for the controul, government and pi’ocess of the said 
Courts, subject to the same controul in England as the rules and orders formed 
by the Governor-General and Council with the allowance of the J udges as 
directed by the Act of Parliament. 

J 0th.— ThSii the Daroga of the Nizamut Adaulut under the title of Naib 
Nazim be informed to confirm, mitigate, or change the punishments decreed in 
the Pellwahs or sentences of the Nizamut, and to issue warrants under his hand 
and the seal of the Nazim or under any other ofl&cial form which may be after 
appointed for the execution of the sentences of the Nizamut Adaulut, or of 
such other punishments as he shall decree in their stead, provided tliat such 
warrants shall have been first submitted to the inspection of the Governor- 
General and Chief Justice and obtained their sanction to be carried into execu- 
tion. 


The latitude here proposed to be allowed to the Naib Nazim of changing 
the punishments ordained by the strict letter of the law has always been 
exercised by the Nazim, and is founded on a principle of the Mahometan Law 
which appears to be diametrically opposite to that of the Criminal Laws of 
England. These are highly penal and require mitigation from the Supreme 
Magistrate. The letter of the Mahometan Law inflicting punishment is mild 
to an excess ; but the law itself injoins the Magistrate to increase the punish- 
menj; in cases of enormity, for the sake of example. 

llth . — That the Amlas or Judges of the Poujdarry Adauluts shall not be 
made liable to any action or punishment on any complaint of imprisonment 
or punishment inflicted by them in the regular discharge of their functions ; but 
shall be accountable for jiheir conduct only to the Nizamut Adaulut, which shall 
pass sentences thereon, subjected to the correction of the Naib Nazim with the 
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ultimate sanction of the Governor-General and Chief Justice as in the preced- 
ing Article. 

12th . — That no ofSicer of the Poujdari'y Adaulut shall he liable to any 
action or punishment for the execution of any regular vairant or summons 
of the Court under which he serves, but that the Daroga or Members of the 
Court who issued the warrant or summons shall be answerable for the legality 
of the same before the Nizamut Adaulut. 

13th . — That the President and Members of the Board of Trade and the 
Chiefs of the Provincial Councils shall be Justices of the Peace. 

14th . — That for the more easy and effectual maintenance of the peace -in 
the City of Calcutta, and for the relief of the Governor-General and Members 
of the Supreme Court, who cannot bestow that portion of their time which is 
necessary to so important an object, the city be formed into a certain number 
of divisions, each of which shall be superintended by an officer called a Kut- 
wall, who shall be chosen by the Governor-General and Council and the 
Judges from amongst the people of that sect or nation which constitutes the 
majority of the inhabitants of the division, and shall preside over the peace of 
that division with power to imprison during no longer a space of time than 
twenty-four hours or to inflict corporal punishment not exceeding twenty 
lashes with a rattan on such vagabonds or offenders against the public peace as 
shall be apprehended within his division ; and that an officer shall be appointed 
under the title of Superintendant of the Police, who shall receive daily reports 
from the Kutwalls, with such prisoners as they may have in charge, whom he 
shall either punish immediately by stripes given with a rattan not exceed- 
ing fifty in number or bind them over to the next quarter Session or Sessions 
of Oyer and Terminer ; and that for this purpose he be invested with the 
powers of a Justice of the Peace. The subsidiary regulations which may be 
necessary to make this office more complete may be formed upon those which 
were published by the late President and Council, the 26th November 1772, 
and which require only the sanction of the Council and the Supreme Court 
for their legal confirmation. 

15th . — That the plan for the administration of justice which was formed 
and published by the late President and Council in August 1772 be confirmed, 
except such parts of it as it is proposed either to amend or cancel by these 
regulations. 

The following additional regulations have been recommended by the Chief 
Justice : — 

16th . — That an able Advocate shall be appointed for the management of 
all lawsuits in which the Company shall be a paHy or indirectly engaged. 

17th . — That as many offences may be committed which either partiality 
or other motives may prevent the. superior servants of the Company from pro- 
secuting with effect, and others which may be hid from their knowledge, an 
Advocate on the part of the Crown be appointed, who shall receive petitions, 
and being satisfied on a summary enquiry of the truth and enormity of the 
grievances complained of therein, shall he authorized to prosecute the offenders 
to conviction. 

18th . — ^That there be a power in the Supreme Court to condemn crimi- 
nals, who in England, would be sentenced to he transported to His Majesty’s 
American Colonies, to work on the highway, or on the public works, for 
such time as accordin g to the degree of the crime the Court shall, in their 
discretion, think proper; and also to give the like discretion to the Court to 
condemn for a limited time to the like punishment all capital convicts to 
whom His Majesty may hereafter be pleased to extend his mercy, unless he 
shall signify his gracious pleasure to the contrary. 

WABEN HASTINGS. 
RICHABD BABWELL. 
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General Clavering delivers in two Minutes (Nos. 1 a^id^ 2), dated 20tli 
January, signd l>y himself. Colonel Monson and Mr. iPrancis with three papers 
annexed to No. 2. 

General Clavering thinks it necessary to observe that in the account of 
extra resources and disbursements annexed to Minute No. 2 there is an error 
taken notice of at the foot of the account, to the disadvantage of the argument 
maintained in that Minute, and that it is intended to send home a rectified 
account by the next ship. 


Minute from Genbrat:, Ciaveeing, Colonel Monson, and Ms. Feanois. 

The Governor- Generates addresses to the Court of Directors by the Salisbury 
are still as voluminous as ever, though he professes to make no reply to the greatest 
part of the observations contained in our Minutes of the 15th September. The 
facts collected in those Minutes appear to us to convey a high impeachment of 
his government, which still, as he asserts, stands unimpeached. It is not for us 
to judge whether they do or do not deserve a reply. The Governor-General 
cannot be more desirous than we are to quit the field of controversy as the 
brevity of our i-emarks on his last performances we hope will shew. 

We shall leave the appointment of Mahomed Eeza Oawn to be justified by 
the reasons already assigned for it, observing only that his office gives him no 
share in the management of the collections, and that the Company, by forbid- 
ding him to be restored to any impro;per degree of power, evidently means that 
he should be restored to some degree of power. 

In reviving the office, of Naib Suba, we have their avowed policy and 
express orders to support it ; and we challenge : Mr. Hastings to point out 
another man in the Provinces so well qualified in every respect to fill it as 
Mahomed Heza Oawn. We fear the truth is, there are no men of credit and 
consequence* left among the natives — a fatal and necessary effect of the general 
reduction of the country. 

The Governor advances a charge against us for not drawing a veil over the 
mistake in the General letter of the 3rd of March last, about the office actually 
held by Raja Goordass. We believe it will appear that he himself has not been 
so tender of the credit or submissive to the opinion of his superiors, in instances 
of much greater moment, and where it was impossible for him to mistake their 
intentions. With respect to the error in question, he himself was the first 
who took notice of it. The Court of Directors, by referring to the Secret 
Consultations of the 16th of October, will see that the Governor introduced the 
subject by stating the mistake, and. in consequence desires that the opinion of 
the Board may be taken in what sense the orders of the Court of Directors 
shall be received, both with respect to Raja Ooordass and Mahomed Reza Gown. 
If, as he now asserts, the meaning of these orders was plain and evident, it 
seems unnecessary to have desired our opinion upon the sense of them ; if, on 
the other hand, it was our duty to have adopted the spirit of the Company’s 
commands where the letter differed from “the facts on which thay were 
formed,” we do not see how it is possible for any measures of ours to be at 
once diametrically opposite, both in spirit and letter to those which had been 
injoined. We leave it to the Governor-General to explain and amend his argu- 
ment as long as he thinks proper. 

The Court of Directors must judge whether the appointment of Muny 
Begum, Raja Goordass (whose character he then placid, gentle, and 

without disguise) and Raja Raj Bullub to their several offices, was or was not 
a disobedience of their orders, contained in the General letter of the 28th of 
August 1771, by which the Administration here were directed to recommend a 
single minister to transact the political affairs of the Sircar, or whether the 
division of (ihat employment into three offices, the principal of which was to 
be executed by a woman, could possibly answer the intention of those orders. 

The Governor-General thinks it unnecessary to say anything respecting 
the collections of Bessempore and Patoheat, as Mr, Barwell has fully replied 
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to our Minute on that subject, liut he assures the Court of Directors that Cantoo, 
his Banyan, never was the farmer of either. 

The object of our remarks on the account of nett receipts and balances of 
the farms of Bessempore and Patcheat in the years 1770 and 1771 compared 
with those of 177:2 and 1773, when the same provinces were farmed by the 
Governor’s Banyan, was to shew that the receipt of the two latter years fell 
short of that of the two preceding years in the sum of 2,19,806 Sicca rupees. 
This fact is proved by ^Ir. Crofte’s statement annexed to our Minute ; and is 
not disputed by Mr. Barwell. The conclusions naturally ai’ising from it are 
not invalidated by a comparison of the medium revenue of the years 1779, 
1780 and 1781 with that of the five preceding years. 


The question is whether the receipts fell in the two first years of Cantoo’s 
farm to the amount of 2,19,806 Sicca rupees below what was paid by the 
preceding farmers, who appear to have been dispossessed of their leases to 
make way for Cantoo. 


to the declining state of the 


Mr. Barwell now attributes the diminution 

V lands, and to their being too high rated. It rests 

With the Court oi Directors to cleteriBine whether 
Mr. Barwell has a right to advance this plea in behalf of the new farmers who 
(as Mr. Barwell observes in his Minute of the 23rd July 1773) engaged for an 
increase of rent “ in consequence of the length of their lease, and the size of 
their farms being more favorable for the improvement.” At that time the 
pretensions of the new farmers to a remission appeared to him equally evasive 
and frivolous. At this time the balances are attributed to an over-valuation 
in the new settlement which he took so much pains to make. 


That Cantoo was really the farmer of Patcheat and Bessempore during 
the two first years of the settlement appears incontrovertible. They are 
inserted in Mr. Croftes’s account of the farms held by Cantoo entered 
on the Consultations of the 17th of March 1775, where they are particu- 
larly marked as having been relinquished by lum at the end of the second 
year, and Mr. Barwell himself says that “at the time when Kisnanupd 
Sircar gave in the durkaust, or proposal, he understood that Kisnanund 
was a servant of Cantoo ; but when Cantoo was called upon he disavowed 
him, and Xisnanund producing no authority from Cantoo for the transaction, 
Cantoo was in consequence and very justly relieved from all responsibility.” 
If he had never been bound, we know not how he could be released. Amidst 
the general confusion of names and interests with which almost every farm 
in this country is' affectedly perplexed, it is often a difficult task to ascertain 
who the responsible person is. In this case the evidence that Cantoo was the 
real farmer, is partly direct from the title of Mr. Oroftes’s accounts, and partly 
presumptive from the delivery of the original proposals by a servant of Cantoo ; 
and much more strongly (to us at least, who have a nearer view of things than 
can be presented to the Court of Directors) from the extraordinary severity, 
not to say injustice, of depriving the preceding renters of their farm several 
months before the expiration of their leases, when no pretence of want of 
punctuality in their payments was alleged against them; and from the 
extraordinary indulgence shewn to the subsequent farmer, in granting him 
remissions (for which Mr. Barwell in the year 1773 thought he had no claim) 
and in suffering him to relinquish a lease of five years, as soon as two of it 
were expired, that is, when it probably would no longer answer his purpose to 
keep it. The Governor asserts that it is remarkable that in all the troubles 
of Mr. Yansittart’s Government there is not a single instance of a complaint 
produced against a Gomastah of the Company. 

Disputing a fact of this [kind is no otherwise of moment than to shew 
that the Governor is not always correct in his assertions. The following is 
Tide Mr. Vacsitfart’s Narrative, au cxtract of a letter from the Collector at Dacca 
Volume 2 nd, page 7.16. to the late President, Mr. Yansittart. 

“ The Gomastahs of Luckipore and Dacca Pactories oblige the merchants, 
&c., to take tobacco, cotton, iron, and sundry other things at price exceeding 
that of the bazaar, and then extort the money from them by force, beside's which 
they take diet money for the peons and make them pay a fine for breaking 
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tlieir agreement. By these proceedings the Amnings and other places are 
ruined. The Gomastahs of Luckipore Factory have taken the talooks from the 
talookdars, talooks from the izadars by force, for their own use, and will not 
pay the rent.’* 

"We do not doubt that many other instances of the same nature might be 
produced, if it were worth while to look for them. 

The Governor roundly insists on the futility of attempting to maintain 
a Country Government. He asserts that “ all the arts of policy cannot conceal 
the power by which these provinces are ruled, nor can all the arts of sophistry 
avail to transfer the responsibility of them to the Nabob,” yet this was the 
original and is to this hour the invariable policy of the Company ; nor do we 
believe that they have had recourse to any arts of sophistry to support it. 

The relation in which Mr. Hastings stands to the Company does not oblige 
biin to disavow his political principles in submission to any authority whatever, 
but neither has he aright to oppose them in practice to those of the Court of 
Directors. An old servant of the Company might at least have treated their 
deliberate and invariable opinion with greater respect. With regard to us, 
if our ideas on this subject had not entirely concurred with theirs, and if we 
had not been convinced that, in their circumstances, it was the only rational 
system they could pursue, we should still have thought it our duty (though not 
bound to the Company by those ties and obligations which Mr. Hastings has 
so often acknowledged) to have adopted their doctrines, and supported their 
interests, on that ground, which they themselves thought most firm and defen- 
sible. 

If the Nabob be a mere pageant, if his authority be a shadow, we think 
it is not the office of the confidential servant of the Company to betray to the 
world even the weakness of a system, the support of which the Company 
thought essential to their interests: If we do not mistake the terms in which 
he expresses his contempt of the Company’s policy, they are nearly the same 
which those formerly made use of by Mr. Bolts, and lately by the Supreme 
Vide Mr. Vanaifctatrt’s Narrative, Vo- Court of J udicature. There have been times when 
iume2,pageS56. Mr. Hastings Mmself professcd a different way of 

thinking. 

In March 1763 his opinion in support of the Country Governinent stood 
alone against that of the whole Council. He was then the only Member of 
the Board who affirmed “ that the English Gomastahs should be subject to the 
controul of the officers of Government.” This language then was "in whose 
hands can power be so properly lodged as in those of the Government, to 
whom it belongs, to take from them that right, (a right which we should never 
suffer to be contested within our own districts) will be to introduce oppression, 
rapine and anarchy into the country, which we are engaged to protect ; ” and 
let it be obser'ved that he professed this doctrine at a time when the power 
which we had acquired in these Provinces had reduced them to a condition as 
nearly resembling a conquest as if was for our interest to wish it. If since 
that period the authority of the Soubadar has in fact been considerably dimi- 
nished, some endeavor to restore it would, as we conceive, have been more 
consistent with his first policy than an avowed determination to reduce it to 
nothing. 

The wisdom or necessity of so entire a change of system should he clear 
and unquestionable, especially when it was prepared and introduced by an 
Tide Mr. Hasting’s letter to the explicit declaration, that [the affairs of the Com- 
Secret Copauittee, ist September 1772. pany Stand on a footing uot to be maintained on 
the rigid principles of private justice. 

He is pleased to pronounce with confidence that by the constitution of 
Bengal " the zemindars neither presided in the Criminal Court of his dis- 
trict, nor pronounced, nor executed sentence on all offences less, than capital, 
nor ^y offences whatever except the non-payment of the rents. Notwith- 
standing this peremptory assertion, we still think the opinion he now contradicts 
was well founded — at least we have such authority to produce in support of it — 
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as we believe it will embarass him not a little to dispute. The Committee o£ 
Secrecy, in their further report to the House of Commons in the year 1773, 
inform* the House that “ the Criminal Court iu every district was* generally 
known by the name of the Fouzdary; that the zemindar or Raja of the 
district was the Judge in this Court; that his jurisdiction extended to all 
criminal cases; but that, in such as were of a capital nature, the sentence was 
not to be executed until a report of the case was made to the Government at 
Moorshedabad and their orders received upon it.’* 

It might possibly be supposed that the materials on which the Committee 
formed this part of their report were defective if we did not find their repres- 
entation confirmed by that of Mr. Hastings himself. We beg leave to refer 
the Court of Directors to his Minute entered on the Consultation of the 22nd of 
April last, containing a proposal for a new settlement. In the 15th Article 
of that Minute he and Mr. Barwell assert that the Fouzdary jurisdiction accord- 
ing to the constitution of the Empire is inherent in the Zemindar. 

We leave it to Mr. Hastings to reconcile if he can his present assertion 
with the report of the Committee and his own former declarations. 

We apprehend he will find the same difficulty in this attempt, which he 
has already met with in an instance of greater importance. It seems he is glad 
of an occasion to declai’e “ that all the measures of the late Administration (in 
respect to the distribution of justice) were no more than the forms of Govern- 
ment which belong to the ancient constitution of Bengal revived with such 
modifications and such only as were absolutely necessary to accommodate it to 
the genius and principles of our own.” 

We are not satisfied of the wisdom or expediency of such a design, sup- 
posing it possible to carry it into execution. When Mr. Hastings, however, shall 
have succeeded in accommodating the forms of a simple despotic Government 
to the genius and principles of a most refined and perfect system of civil liberty, 
or in blending the jurisprudence of the ignorant, unimproved native of Bengal 
with that of, perhaps, the most enlightened and polished nation upon earth, 
we shall not despair of seeing all his works since he had a share in this Gov- 
ernment, collected into one consistent mass, and a perfect harmony resulting 
from a multitude of discordant assertions and opinions which the occasional 
service of the moment has obliged him to deliver. In their present state of 
hostility it appears to us that there is no representation of facts, nor political 
opinions, with respect to the government of this country, which his successor’s 
in office may not assume and support by his authority. 

The Governor expresses his gratitude to the Court of Directors for their 
complete approbation of his services contained in their letter by the Godfrey 
in terms which they themselves will probably think too sanguine to be sincere. 
If it should appear in fact that their approbation of his measures is not so com- 
plete as he endeavours to represent it, it will not be difficult to penetrate into 
the true motives of this affected gratitute, nor to account for the good policy of 
obliging the Court of Directors to make common cause with him in defence of 
those measures which he would persuade them to understand they have now 
by their sanction and confirmation stamped for their own. His superiors 
perhaps will not be so eager to undertake the responsibility as he to transfer it 
to them. 

1st , — ^The suspension of the King’s tribute is approved of, but it is only on 
motives of expediency founded on his removal to Delhi, and the danger of its 
becoming in effect a supply to the Mahrattas. This right is not disputed, nor 
is there a word in their letter to authorize our withholding the tribute in 
future, if His Majesty should think proper to return within the limits of the 
provinces. 

The late Administration have ordered the credit given him in the Company’s 
books to be discontinued from the 7th of October 1773, but on their own prin- 
ciples it should have ceased on the day when he quitted Illahabad ; consequent- 
ly they have given him credit for one year’s tribute too much. They have 
^ ^ also paid Tuneas or assignments to the amount of 

’ ' ■ eight lacks Sicca rupees since his departure, on this 
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very tribute, -wbicb they say be forfeited by the change of his residence ; the 
real disposition of this sum, in our opinion, deserves a strict investigation. 

2nd . — The sale of Korah and Illahabad to the Vizier is also approved of. 
The Court of Directors think their servants acted with great propriety in com- 
mitting them again to, his management. The facts are that these Provinces 
were intrusted to our care, as a deposit by the King*s late Minister, Munero 
Dowla, and accepted by the late Administration on that footing. ^ They 
belong to the King by titles, which though often violated in fact, no prince or 
civilized State professes to hold in contempt. As soon as Mr. Hastings got 
possession of this deposit, he sold it to Shujah Dowlah. If the Court of Di- 
rectors, with this view of the transaction before them, think fit to sanctify it 
by their approbation, it is not for us to dispute their authority, though we are 
not bound to regulate our private judgment by it. 

3rd . — The alteration made by the second Article of the Treaty of Benares 
in the amount of the subsidy to be thenceforward paid by Shujah Dowla, 
whenver he should demand the assistance of our troops, is also much approved 
of. 

We believe that the Court of Directors did not observe that the increase 
in the subsidy was purchased by a di m inution of ten lacks in the sum which 
he originally promised to pay for our assistance in extirpating the Bohilias, 
and Mr. Hastings’s own words are — “ I easily yielded my assent to the Rohillah 
vfie his add. ess to the Court of plan, on the stipulation of 10 lacks for its acoom- 
Direotors, the Sid of Deeembor 1774. plishment, ten laoks being deducted from his first 
offer on account of the difference, which had taken place in the subsidy.” 

4th . — The Court of Directors even in their letter of the 3rd of March have 
have strongly condemned the whole measure of the Bohillah war ; they say 
that “ notwithstanding the pecuniary advantages which the Company have 
gained by the event they are exceedingly concerned to find that their arms 
have been employed in the conquest of the Rohillas, that they fear that in a 
political view the late engagements with Shujah Dowla are not altogether 
unexceptionable, and they absolutely prohibit this Government from employ- 
ing their troops on such expeditions on any pretence whatsoever.” 

These terms, however, are moderate in comparison with the condemnation 
passed on the Bohillah war in the letter of the 7th of March. In that letter they 
speak of it as of a “ repugnant to every idea of sound policy . They 

order their troops to he forthwith recalled, and positively direct that we never 
more consent to employ them beyond the limits <f our own provinces, or those of 
our ally which we are obliged by treaty to defend against actual invasions'* 
This is a language which no sophistry can interpret into an approbation of the 
measure, still, however, Mr. Hastings labors hard to shift the question ; and to 
impute their censure to a false supposition that the brigade had crossed the 
Ganges, When the fact, as the Court of Directors very justly state it, is that 
“ a considerable part of their army is sent at such a distance from their terri- 
tories, and so employed as to render it difficult for them to repair within the 
provinces in time to prevent the ravages of a an enemy, in case the tranquillity 
of Bengal should be suddenly interrupted,” — we believe they will think it very 
immaterial, with respect to this object, whether their army be in the mountains 
of Tartary or on the western side of the Ganges. Their apprehensions, however, 
that the brigade might have crossed the river, are not so ill-founded as Mr. 
Hastings attempts to represent them, though, in fact, the march of the troops 
was directed another way, and to a much greater distance from these provinces. 
Prom the whole tenor of his apology it might naturally be concluded that 
such a measure had been utterly repugnant to the views and principles of the 
Select Committee here. He says they had given the Court of Directors the 
most solemn assurances that the brigade should remain on this side of the 
tAv ex, whatever powerful motives might occur to encourage a deviation from 
this resolution, and that to these assurances they had most scrupulously adliered. 
After such a declaration, if we had not the recorded consultations to support 
us, we should not expect to be believed, when we assert that on the 17th of 
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September 1774 be and his Select Committee resolved to order the brigade to 
cross the Ganges, and that, when they laid this resolution before the Council, 
the operation of the brigade was limited hy the Council to a march of one day on 
the other side of the river. 

presume the institution of the Bank is not one of those measures 
which the Court of Directors have sanctified and made their own. They stated 
their objections to it at large as they arose upon the face of the plan, and 
declared that, unless it could be freed from those objections, it would not receive 
their approbation. 

Our observations upon it are now before them, with such accumulated 
evidence of the weakness and pernicious consequences of the institution, as we 
believe can no way be reconciled to their opinion of his knowledge and abilities 
but by conclusions still less to his advantage. 

6th. — The mode in which the late Government thought fit to employ Colonel 
Macleane so evidently inconsistent with the purpose of his appointment, has 
also been condemned in the severest terms by the Court of Directors, yet this 
is one of Mr. Hastings’s measures, and if we may believe his present declaration 
is sanctified by their approbation and stamped for their own. If a language, so 
opposite to the evidence of facts, can be attended with any immediate or future 
advantage to Mr. Hastings, we are content to leave him in possession of it. A 
very short passage in one of our late Minutes has seduced Mr. Hastings into a 
speculation of many pages upon the probable measures and consequences which 
would have taken place, had we held the Administration in the period, which 
preceded the present Government. Our answer to it shall be short, and in point. 
In the face of every conceivable opposition, we have detected enormous abuses, 
and endeavor’d to put a stop to them. Amidst the ruins that surround us the 
first labor is to clear the ground. In our last Minutes, however, by the Salis- 
bury ^ we have endeavored to shew that our efforts to serve the Company have 
been attended with more than negative advantages ; new and general arrange- 
ments are not to be attempted, especially in the management of the revenue, 
without the hearty concurrence of the executive Member of the Council. 
The Governor’s situation, his knowledge of the language and connections with 
the natives, furnish him with means of thwarting and defeating the effect of 
any resolution whatsoever of a mere majority, unless it be a single act un- 
attended with any detail of operations. 

With respect to his success in the improvement of the revenue, we pre- 
sume the Court of Directors, after having seen the plan formed by the Com- 
mittee of Oircait, so long and so highly magnified by Mr. Hastings, will not 
expect to be to'.d as they now are “ that, to form a just idea of their present 
revenues, the actual collections should not be compared with that settlement, 
but with the actual collections of former years.” 

If these are to be the rules by which the Company are to judge of their 
revenues, we know not for what purpose a new settlement should be made. It 
can only serve to mislead their judgment, or disappoint their expectations, and 
probably to engage both them and their servants in expences proportioned to 
their estimated income, but not to be supported by their actual receipts. 

Though better informed than Mr. Hastings with respect to our own 
principles of action, we do not find it so easy a task as he does, to deter- 
mine for us precisely what we should or should not have done, in his former 
situation, or in any other supposed political conjuncture. Measures of Govern- 
ment are too often decided, like those of individuals, by instant impressions of 
danger or immediate prospect of advantage, and no man can positively say 
how far his own passions or judgment might have been influenced by such 
motives, if he had been called upon to act in any given circumstances. With 
this reserve we are ready to declare how far we believe Mr. Hastings may be 
right or mistaken in his conjecture. 

(1) During the King’s expedition to Delhy, or while he might be under sub- 
jection to the Mahrattas, we should probably have thought it prudent to suspend 
the remittance of his tribute, but we should have reserved the amount, as it 
became due, as a separate fund in the treasury, to answer his just claims, 
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TrhenBver he should return, or to he otherwise disposed of as the Court of 
Directors should think fit. 

(2) It is true we hold the faith of treaties sacred, and feel a just, not _a 
Yide instrnctioas to the Commis- yenevoiis coucein foi the^ Company honoi, in 

sioners, 15th Septtmher 1769. which the honor of the British name in India is 

included. The Company themselves tell us that it “ is their determined resolu- 
tion to adhere to and keep inviolable the faith of treaties,”^ Principles such as 
these are, we trust, far above the reach of sneer and ridicule. Many reasons 
would have concurred to prevent our selling Korah and Illahabad to the Vizier. 
The first is that the measure itself seems to involve the Company in a triple 
breach of justice. We violate a solemn treaty ; we sell the property of another ; 
and we alienate a deposit committed to our good faith. 

The second is, that this transfer of the King’s demesne was directly con- 
trary to the orders of the Company contained in their instructions to their 
Commissioners, dated the 15th of September 1769, which, considering the 
extraordinary occasion on which they were given, we should have looked upon 
as the basis of every future arrangement in the government of Bengal. The 
following are their own words ; — “ The two Provinces of Korah and Illahabad 
must be preserved to the King as they are guaranteed by the Company unless 
an equivalent can be obtained in lieu thereof, by way of revenue or otherwise 
to the King’s satisfaction. 

The King’s change of residence did not warrant so gross a departure from 
the first spirit of this instruction as the alienation of his property for ever 
without his consent, or in any shape consulting his satisfaction. The revenues 
of the countries intrusted to our care might have been reserved for their de- 
fence, instead of that, they have been sold in perpetuity for less than two 
years* purchase. 

(3) We should assuredly not have conspired with Shuja Dowla to ex- 
tirpate an inoffensive people with whom we were but the year before in alli- 
ance. We consider the money stipulated for this service as the price of blood. 
The Court of Directors themselves say that they are exceedingly concerned 
to find that their arms have been employed in such a cause notwithstanding 
the pecuniary advantages which the Company have gained by the event. Those 
advantages were never realised by Mr. Hastings. We believe it will appear 
beyond a doubt that the recovery of the money was solely owing to the vigorous 
measures we took with Shujah Dowla. There was not a rupee of it paid 
till some time after our arrival, though the Company’s immediate claim to the 
whole sum was completely established and ought to have been insisted on in 
April 1774. 

When Mr. Hastings fixed the infamy of the measure upon the Company 
he should at least have taken care to secure the reward of it. Undoubtedly he 
had his reasons for never assuming a peremptory tone with Shujah Dowla. 

Mr. Nathaniel Middleton’s letter of the 13th June 1774 to Mr. Hastings, 
whose private agent he was, will throw a considerable light on this subject. 

It appears by this letter that, when Colonel Champion was directed by the 
Board to demand from the Vizier an acknowledgment only for the forty lacks 
(which strictly ought to have been paid before the time), the Colonel acquainted 
him that “ although such an acknowledgment was deemed necessary, the 
immediate payment of the stipulation was by no means insisted upon, and 
that, in addition to this explanation, the Governor’s private agent endeavored 
to satisfy His Excellency, “ that the demand was nothing more than a matter 
of form, common and even necessary in all public transactions, and that al- 
though the Board considered the claim of Government literally due, it was not 
the intention of Administration to prescribe to His Excellency the mode or even 
limits of payment.” 

(4) Before the Treaty of Benares that Prince was already bound to defray 
the expence of the Company’s forces employed in the defence of his dominions. 
There is no injustice in fixing the subsidy of an army so employed, because 
here is nothing unjust or dishonorable in the service itself. It ought to be 
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equal to the real espence, aud in this view we have raised the pay of the 
brigade in onr own treaty with the present Nabob of Oude fifty thousand 
rupees a, month higher than it was settled by the Treaty of Benares. 

5. Mr. Hastings has no right to suppose that we should have disputed the 
Company’s orders to reduce the young Nabob’s stipend ; besides that we profess 
implicit obedience to positive orders, we are well assured that the Nabob lost 
nothing by the reduction of his stipend. A system of policy formed on these 
principles must be of a plain and simple nature, refinements are unnatural to 
the policy of a great State, and generally spring from want of wisdom in the 
rulers, if not from something worse. 

6. In the formation of a new settlement for the provinces, we should have 
taken a view of the miserable state of the country and endeavoured, as nearly 
as possible, to proportion our demand to the abilities of the people. We pro- 
fess not to aim at immediate additional receipts, either by straining this terri- 
tory to the dregs of its resources, or by plundering our neighbours, much less 
would we have attempted to deceive the Company by forming a settlement on 
paper, which we are sure could never be realised, at the very time when Mr. 
Hastings formed a settlement, which promised a higher revenue than ever had 
been received before. He himself describes the country as almost in the last 
stage of decay. In his letter of the 1st of September 1772, to the Secret 
Committee, he says that “ the lands had suffered unheard-of depopulation by the 
famine, and more lately of 1769, that the collections violently kept up to their 
former standard, had added to the distress of the- country, and threatened a 
general decay of the revenue, unless immediate remedies were applied to pre- 
vent it.” The remedy applied to this distress was to put the lands up to auction, 
and let them for five years to the highest bidders, upon an increasing rent to be 
collected by any succeeding administration, when the projectors of the plan had 
retired with the reward of their labors to England. 

7. The Treaty of Eyzabad will shew that “ we have not disregaded every 
means of supplying the Company’s treasury from external resources.” The 
permanent advantages which it secures to the Company require no illustration. 
Conforming to the policy we profess, the spirit of this treaty is to acquire 
revenue without territoi’y, that is, without any direct interference of .the 
Company or infl.uence of their servants in the internal government -of the tri- 
butary dominion. If the same policy had been pursued in former times, we 
have no doubt that a considerable portion of the revenues of Bengal, on the 
footing of a fixed tribute, might have been enjoyed by the Company for a long 
period without distress to the country and -without embarrassment to themselves 
either here or at home. We know of no principle so likely to defeat its o-wn 
unreasonable purpose as that of grasping at the whole produce of the lands or 
in the language usually held here raising the greatest possible revenue from the 
Gountry, 


Tout William, 

The 20th January 1776. 
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J. CLAVEllING. 

GEOBGE MONSON. 
P. E RAN CIS. 
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Proceedings of tlie Secret Select Oommittee from 1st April to 6th May 

1776. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the loth April 1776. 

Monday. 

At a Ootjncil, Present : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor-General^ Fresident. 

Lieutenant-General John Olavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

PiCHARD BaRWELL, EsQ. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Received the following letter from Me. Powke 
To the Hon’blb Wareen Hastings, Governor-General, &e.. Council of Fort William. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — I hare the honor herewith to inclose hills for the 
amount of Calcutta Sicca E6, 55, 732-8, drawn as per accompanying account par- 
ticulars, in favor of the Hon’ble the East India Company, on account of Baja 
Cheyt Sing, in part payment of his annual tribute. 

The sum of B 23,40, 209 of 10 mashas, which is the amount of the 
annual tribute as settled.by your Hon’ble Board, being reduced to rupees of the 
weight of 9 mashas 6 rutties and 5 choul, produces the sum of E23,81, 134-12. 
This is the annual amount which the Raja is bound to pay in case it should 
at any time be your pleasure to receive his tribute at Benares. A premium of 
2 per cent, being deducted from the sum of Calcutta Sicca E22,66,180, 
leaves the sum of E22, 21, 745-1-9, the nett amount to be annually remitted by the 
Raja to Calcutta so long as it shall be the pleasure of your Hon’ble Board 
to receive his tribute at the Presidency. The following is an equal division of 
the above sums into monthly kists, commencing from the 4th of July, or 5th 
of Jemmady-ul-Awul. I have here and shall in all my future accounts 
distinguish the new rupees of the weight of 9 m. 6 r. 5 ch. and fineness of 
18 choul by the name of standard Gowershahy rupees : — 

1 Monthly kist due 4th Augnst 1775, Calcutta Siooa Bl,85,146-6-16-l or Standard Gowershahy. Rl,98,427.14.6-3 


2 

do* 

4fch September 1775 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

l,9S,427.14-6-3 

3 

do. 

4th October 1775 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-3 

4 

do. 

4th November 1775 

do. 

1,85,146-6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-3 

6 

do. 

4th December 1775 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-3 

6 

do. 

4th January 1776 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-8 

7 

do. 

4th February 1776 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-3 

8 

do. 

4th March 1776 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

1.98,427-14-6-3 

9 

do. 

4th April 1776 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-3 

10 

do. 

4th May 1776 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-3 

11 

do. 

4th June 1776 

do. 

1,85,145-6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-3 

12 

do. 

4th July 1776 

do. 

1,85,146.6-16-1 

do. 

1,98,427-14-6-3 


22,21,746-1-15-0 23,81,134-12-0-0 


Bbnaees, 

The 30th March 1776. 
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The Secretary having prepared the Sunnud/ Potta^ and Cahhoolyet® for Raja 
Cheyt Sing’s zemindary, now begs leave to lay them before the Board, with 
copy of an obligation to be executed by him for the remittance of his tribute. 

The Board having signed the former — 

Ordered that they be transmitted to him and translations of all of them 
entered in this place. 


Translation of the Sunnud granted to Raja Cheyt Sing, for the Zemindary of Gazypore, 

Benares, &o. 

Be it known to the Mutseddies^ in office present and to come, Cannoongoes,® 
Mukudums,® Ryotts, cultivators, to all the inhabitants and people resident and 
belonging to Sircar Benares, Gazypore and Ohunara, in the Soubah of Illahabad 
that, whereas by virtue of a treaty with the Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowla concluded 
on the 20th of Rubby-ul«Awul 1189 Hejeree, or 21st May 1775, the Govern- 
ment and Sovereignty of the Sircars above mentioned has been ceded to the 
Hon’ble East India Company, from the 4th of Jemmady-ul-Awul 1189 
Hejeree, or 4th July 1775, the said East India Company, therefore, in virtue of 
the rights thereby obtained, do confirm unto Raja Cheyt Sing the Zemindary, 
Ameeny^ and Eouzedary® of the said Sircars, agreeably to the Zemmun,® together 
vdth the Cuttwallies of Juanpore and Benares, and the Mint of Benares, from the 
said date : Whatever gold and silver shall' be coined in the mint, the said Raja 
shall coin conformably to his muchulka.“ He is not to be in the smallest par- 
ticular remiss in the observation and execution of the several duties incumbent 
on biTn ; he is to behave with moderation and kindness to the ryotts and people 
to promote the cultivation, and increase of inhabitants and produce of the lands ; 
expelling thieves, nightly assaulters and robbers, and so effectually punishing 
the disturbers of the peace that no trace of them may be seen ; and he is to pay 
a tribute of R23,40,249 Benares MuohHdar rupees, or 22,66,180 Calcutta Siccas 
annually to the Company’s Treasury, should he receive orders to pay the above 
revenue at Benares. He shall in that case pay the sum of 23,40,249 

^ Sanad, Sunud, incorrectly, or vernacularly, Sunnnd. ** A grant, a diploma, a charter, a patent. A document con- 
veying to an individual emoluments, titles, privileges, olGBces, or the G-overnment rights to revenue from land, &c., under 
the seal of the ruling authority/’ — WilsovCs Glossary of Indian Terms, 

^ Patta, Putta, corruptly Pottah. ** A deed of lease, a document given hy the Collector to the zemindar, or by 
some other receiver of revenue, to the cultivator or under-tenant specifying the condition on which the lands are held 
and the value or proportion of the produce to he paid to the authority or person from whom the lands are held/’ — 
Wilson^s Glossary of Indian Terms. 

® Kabuliyat, corruptly Cahuleafc, Kahuleat, Cuhalot- A written agreement, especially one signifying assent, as 
the counterpart of a revenue lease, or the document in which, a payer of revenue, whether to the Government, the 
zemindar, or the farmer, expresses his consent to pay the amount assessed upon his laud.” — Wilson’s Glossary of 
Indian Terms. 

^Mutasadde, corruptly Mootsuddy, Mutseddy, Mutta-seddee. *‘A writer, a clerk.” — Wilson’s Glossary of 
Indian Terms. 

® Canongo, Pers. Kanun-go, i. e., law-utterer. “In Upper India, and formerly in Bengal, the Registrar of a tahsil 
or other revenue suh-division who receives the reports of the Patwaris or village Registrars.” Yule’s Sobson-Johson. 

® Mulcudums, corruptly Mokuddum, Mocuddim. “ A chief, a leader, one who goes before. In India applied espe- 
cially to the headman of a village or of a caste or corporation * * In Hinclostan the MuJcaddam has, in some 
places, become solely responsible for the public revenue, having been suffered to assume the character of a petty 
proprietor, and being designated as Malik-Muhaddam under the former system. The title was not unfrequently 
given to the village zemindars. In some places the term is applied to the hereditary occupant of an estate in a village 
immoveable as long as paying a ffxed rate to the zemindar or Raja/’ — Wilson's Glossary of Indian Terms. 

^ Amin, Umeen, corruptly, Aumin, Anmeen, H., but occurring, slightly modified sometimes, in most of the 
dialects (A from to trust, Hindi A confidential agent, a trustee, a Commissioner 

applied in Upper India especially to a native officer of Government employed either in the Revenue Department to take 
charge of an estate and collect the revenues on account of Government or to investigate and report their amount ; or 
in the Judicial Department, as a judge and arbitrator in civil causes. In the Presidency of Bengal, in particular, two 
classes of native judicial functionaries are ^now so named, or the Sadar Amin, empowered to try causes to the 
extent of 1,000 rupees, and the Sadar Amin S.ali or principal Sadar Amin, to whom lies an appeal from the decisions 
of the Amin and who decides suits to an unlimited amount. — Bengal Regulation lY, XLV, 1793 j YII, 1822; 
XXm, 1814; IV, 1827 ; V, 1831 ; Act IX, 1844. 

® la/ujdari, H., subst,, the office of a Magistrate or head of police, or Criminal Judge. Adj. relating to the 
offi.ce of Fauzdar, criminal, as opposed to civil, levied as a tax for the support of the police, &c. 

® Zimu, corruptly -Zimin, Zimmum, Zymu, H. The endorsement of a grant giving an abstract of its contents, an 
abstract statement or account, a cover, an envelope, a clause in a legal regulation ; also suretyship, obligation. See 
Zaman. 

° Muchalka or Muchalka, Moochulka. “ A written obligation or agreement, a bond, a deed. It is commonly applied 
to a counterpart covenant on the part of the proprietors or cultivators of land, agreeing to the rates of assessment 
imposed by the Government, also to an engagement under as penalty to observe the conditions of any deed or grant, 
or to one exacted from thieves or suspected persons engaging to desist or refrain trom any illegal acts, or to one from 
superior police and other officers engaging to be responsible for the conduct of the subordiimtes appointed by themselves, 
or to any penal recognisance which may be required hy a Magistrate/’— Glossary of Indian Terms. 

479 F. D. 

512 



3 


Benares Mnchlidar rupees, eacli rupee to Treigh 10 maslia, and to contain 2 
ruttee and 2 chowl of alloy and no more ; should the weight be less, or the 
alloy more, he shall make up the deficiency. WheneTer the money shall not be 
wanted at Benares he is to remit the annual amount of 23,66,180 of Sicca 
• This word afterwards ordered to I’upees punctually, agreeably to his kists” and 
be omitted. muchiilJca * by monthly payments at Calcutta ; in 

consideration of which he shall be allowed a deduction of 2 per cent., amourit- 
ing in all to Sicca 544,434-14-5, account of hindoowunny, or exchange, 
which being deducted, the nett amount is 22,21,745-1-7 Sicca rupees of 
Calcutta, which he is to pay at that place. After the settlement of accounts at 
the end of the year, he shall in the customary manner reoeiTe credit for his pay- 
ments and he is by no means to collect the prohibited abwaul^^ of the Durgah of 
His Majesty. This Sunnud being granted is to remain in force, and ail former 
Sunnuds to become null and void. You the Mutseddies and persons abov» 
mentioned are to regard the said Baja as truly and lawfully possessed of the 
Zemindary, Ameeny, and Bouzedary of the above Sircars, and to acknowledge 
his authority in the several acts appertaining thereunto ; know that we have 
here issued the most strict and positive commands, and obey them accordingly. 

Written on the 25th of Suffer 17th Sun or 15th April 1776. 

(Signed by the Governor-General and Council.) 


The Zimmtjn. 

The office of the Zemindary of Sircar, Benares, Gazypore, Chundara, the 
Cutwauly, the duties and the Mint in the Soubah of Hlahabad have been 
conferred upon the great Chief Eaja Cheyt Sing Behadre, also the Ameeny 
and Bouzedary. 

Mahals 19, viz . — 

Sarcar Benares. 

Chundara. 

Sircar Gazypore. 

Mahals of Jaunpore, comprehending maul and duties. 

Havily Mohomed Abad, Benares. 

The Cans Daums, or for supplying clothing to the King. 

Purgunna Bhaduwy. 

The Talook of Sacramow in Chundar. 

Suktusgur. 

Bidgeypore. 

Sekunderpore. 

Khireed Shadyabad. 

Tuppa Serringa. 

The Cutwauly and duties of Benares free. 

Do. do. of Juanpore do. 

The Mahal of the Mint of Benares do. 

The Benares Mukeemi or brokerage. 

The Sungwuzzenne, or stone- weighing of Benares and the other mahals. 
The Yautesauby or office of Muttassub of Benares. 

Kist. Instalment, portion, the amount paid as ah instalment, the period fixed for its payment, as a revenne 
term is doubtless the portion of the annual assessment to he paid as specified periods in the course of the year 5 such 
periodical payment is called a kist.” — Wilson^ s Glossary of Indian Terms, 

Ahwauh, Abwah, ** Heads or subjects of taxation, or the taxes which were imposed under the Mahoincdan 
Government in addition to the regular assessment on the land/* — Wilson’s Glossary of Indian Terms, 
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Potta granted to Cheyt Sing. 

This Potta containing the under-written stipulations is granted unto Eaja 
Cheyt Sing Bahadur. 


Sircar Benares, Gazypore, Chunar, and the Mahals of Sircar of Juanpore, 
comprehending the maul and duties, Hayily Mahomed Ahad, Benares, the 
Caus daums in Purgunna Bhaduwy, Talook of Sunkeramow in Purgunna 
Chunar, Suktesgur, Bidgeypore, Sircar Gazypore, Purgunna Sekunderpore, 
Khireed Shadyabad, Putna, Serringa, including the Cutwally duties of Juan- 
pore and Benares, the Mint of Benaras, the Mokumee Tahtisauh and stone 
weighing, both maul and duties and the Dewannee dustoor excepting the 
Nanoar of half the Jaghwar of Bhaduwy, the exempted Jagheers and Ayma'® 
which hare been inserted for a length of time in the accounts as deductions, 
all the articles of the Taheed are settled upon you, from the 4th of Jemmady-ul- 
Awul 1189 Hejeree, or the 4th of July 1775 English, at a stipulation per annum 
of 23,40,249 Mahid Benares rupees, not short of the weight of ten masha each, 
and not containing a greater portion of alloy than 2 ruttys and 2 beringe 
agreeably to your Muchulky and Oahoolyet. This sum you will therefore pay, 
but should it not suit the convenience of the Company to receive it at Benares, 
you are to pay it in Calcutta in Sicca rupees of Calcutta, amounting in which 
specie to 22,66,180 Sicca rupees, the amount of the hindooaun, or exchange 
allowed you at the rate of 2 per cent, is R44, 434-14- 6, which being 
deducted the nett sum will be 22,21,745-1-15 Sicca rupees of Calcutta ; this 
you are to pay, without the least deduction or depreciation whatever, in the 
course of each year by monthly payments agreeable to your separate kistbundee ; 
this you are to pay without any allowance for Seebundee. You will remit the 
money to Calcutta without fail, conformably to the said kistbundee. Parti- 
culars of the tribute, mz .\ — 

It It 

Former Caboolyet . . . '. . , ... 20,86,607 

Deduct — 


Nancar ..... 
Exempted lands . . . 

MaafEy fourth part and Siry Sicca 
Half jaglieer of Bhaduwy . 

Altamgaw of Mussummaut Moorad 
Bannoo .... 


9,800 

8,000 

2,358 

67,500 

500 

88 , 158 , 


Add— 

Nuzzerana . 
Tuppa • 
Mukeeme, &e. 

Increase— 

Total . 
Deduct 


19,98,449 


. 90,000 
. 34,207-12 
. 1,800 

- 1,26,007-12 


. 2,50,000 
. 84,207-12 

2,15,792-4 


Benares Eupees 

Batta to reduce them into Siceas 


23,40,249 

74,069 


Remains ...... Sicca rupees 22,66,180 

Deduct Hindooarim . . * . • . ... 44,484-14*5 


Remains nett amount in Siceas 22,21,745-1-15 


Written on the 26th of Suffer 17th year, or 15th April 1776. 

Aima,less correctly Ayma, H. " Land granted Toy the Mogul Government either rent-free or subject to a small 
quit- rent to learned or religious persons of the Mahomedan faith, or for religious and charitable uses in relation to 
Mahomedanistn. Such tenures were recognized by the British Government as hereditary and transferable,” — Bengal 
Eegulations before 1793, page 5 Keg* VIII, 1793, &c. 
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Cuboolj'et or Agreement executed by Eaja Cbeyt Sing for the Zemindary of Benares, &c. 

Whereas a treaty has been concluded between the English East India 
Company and the Nabob Asoph-ul-Doula, Chia Cawn Bahadur, Huzzubber 
Jung, Nazim of the Souba of Allahabad, under date the 20th of E,ubbee-ul- 
Awul 1189 Hejeree or the 21st of May 1775, Christian, whereby the sovereignty 
of the Sircars Benares, Gazypore, Chunara, &c., hath been ceded to the 
English East India Company from the 4th of Jamady-ul-Awul 1189 Hejeree, 
or the 4th July 1775, Christian, and the Company having granted the Zemin- 
dary, the Ameeny and the Eouzedary of the aforesaid Sircars, together with 
the Cutwallys of Benares and Juanpore, &e., and the Mint of Benares unto 
me from the above date; I do hereby voluntarily consent and agree, 
under my hand, that whatever coins shall be struck in the said Mint shall be 
conformable to a separate obligation which I have executed under date the 
25th of Zihiza in the 17th year of the reign and delivered to the Government for 
the Company. It shall be my duty to do everything that may be needful 
and usual for the interest and security of the country ; to provide for the 
welfare of the inhabitants ; to be attentive to the increase of cultivation and im- 
provement of the revenues ; to use my endeavors in such manner to expel 
robbers and assassins and to punish offenders of every kind, that not a trace 
of them may be left ; and will pay the annual revenue of the Government 
being at Benares Muchlidar rupees of Benares 23,40,249, each rupee to weigh 
no less than 10 masha, and to contain no more alloy than 2 rutties and 2 chowl, 
any deficiency of this standard to be made good. If the Government shall not 
have occasion to receive the same at Benares, I will in such ease pay it at 
Calcutta annually, by monthly payments according to kistbundy and conform- 
ably to the Eussul Zile or particulars in the margin, the sum being Calcutta 
Sicca R22, 66,180 including Nuzzerana, &c., but deducting on account of 
hoondyan or exchange a premium of 2 per cent., which premium of 2 per cent, 
upon the whole sum being Sicca £44,434-14 annas 5 gundas, I will accord- 
ingly deduct for remitting the remainder to the Company’s Treasui'y at Calcutta, 
so that after the deduction of exchange I shall pay net and without further 
deduction into the Treasury at Calcutta the sum of Calcutta Sicca 
£22,21,745-1-15 at the end of each year. After payment of the same and 
observing the conditions agreed upon, I shall receive a release or discharge in 
full, wherefore I have written this agreement to be adhered to accordingly. 

In the margin follows a list of the monthly instalments. 


Dated SSth Suffer 17th Sun, 
corresponding with the 
15th April 1776, Christian. 


(Signed by the Baja.) 



Secret Dept. Fort William, the 29th April 1776. 

Monday. 

At a Ooitnoil, Present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastinos, Governor - General , President . 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Philip Ebanois, Esq. 

Mr. Barwell, indisposed . 

Read and approved tbe Consultation of the 15tli instant. 

Received the following letters from Mb. Beistow : — 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — I addressed the Hon’ble Board on the 9th 
instant, and this day had the pleasure to attend His Excellency three miles out 

479 F D. 

615 



6 


of camp to meet the Kelaat of the Vizarat, with which he was clothed on the 
spot in a tent pitched for that purpose. The Vizier expressed more satisfaction 
on the occasion than ever I yet saw him. He had the ceremony conducted 
with great state, and on receiving the Kelaat fired a royal salute. 

In my last address I mentioned the plan intended to be pursued for the 
defence of the country, and the prosecution of the war with Mahrattas in case 
they would not listen to the Vizier’s proposals for peace. On maturely consi- 
dering the force to he put under British officers, four battalions of infantry 
were deemed inadequate to the service, for which reason seven more of these 
under Bussant were recommended by the Minister to be delivered over to their 
charge, and it has been accordingly done. Including the body-guard there 
are now altogether twelve battalions under British officers. 

The Mahrattas express an inclination for peace. It is however judged 
necessary to guard against the worst, and therefore Mahboob has been ordered 
to march to Kalpy, there to remain till further orders ; and for the defence of 
Gorah, as was before planned, the Nabob has requested of Colonel Hibbert to 
order two battalions to that province. The principal reason for urging the 
Vizier to act with vigor and spirit at the present juncture is the approach of the 
rains, at which season the Mahrattas cannot act, and it is probable they will be 
glad to conclude a peace. 

The disposition of the officers is not yet completely made by the Vizier, so 
that it is impossible for the Adjutant- General to furnish a general return. No 
time will be lost in doing this, but I believe I may inform the Hon’ble Board 
that there will not remain above two or three of the officers unprovided for. 

I have the honor to be, &o., 

Camp near Etawa, JOHN BRISTOW, 

The 16th April 1776. ) Mesideni at the Qourt of the N. JB, of Oud. 


Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — I yesterday addressed the Hon’ble Board and I 
now do myself the pleasure to forward the following accounts, vis .: — 

No. 1. Cash in the hands of the Resident at the Court of the Nabqb of 
Owd. 

No. 2. The Nabob Aussuf-ul-Dowla in account current with the Hon’ble 
Company. 

I also enclose three receipts of Mr. Kirhman’s which are referred to in 
the cash account No. 1. 

I have adjusted my accounts with the Nabob, and settled the different 
battas conformable to the Mint Master’s Assay and the Brigade Orders. The 
Hon’ble Board will therefore please to cancel those I transmitted the 80th 
November last, which contain the gross sums received and paid and were only 
intended as a memorandum for the satisfaction of the Hon’ble Board, until the 
value of the various sorts of rupees should be ascertained. 

I hope in a few days to transmit the account of all my transactions to 
the Hon’ble Board up to the end of the month of March. Notwithstanding 
the great pains I. have taken to urge both the Minister and the Nabob’s officers 
to settle all accounts with the Company, yet the confusion and irregularity in 
this Government did unavoidably affect my transactions. Now that I have the 
necessary assistance, and by the intended plans, affairs bear every appearance of 
being fixed in the coume of a few months upon a permanent footing. I expect 
also to bring my accounts into some order. As the great object of establish- 
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in^ the K’ahoh’s Government has been effected, I hope any neglect in this 
branch will pass unobserved. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

Camp xear Etawa, JOHN BRISTOW, 

The 17tli April 1776. ) 'Resident at the Court of the N. S. of Oud. 


R.S . — I enclose the Proceedings of the Court-Martial relative to the 
one thousand rupees stolen out of the guard. 


J. BRISTOW. 


Hon’blb Sib anb Sies, — The following remarkable circumstances having 
this day occurred, I think it my duty instantly to communicate it to you jusc 
as I understand it to have happened. 

A message was brought to me just after dinner that the Minister Moctar-ul- 
Dowla had been assassinated, and this news was speedily followed by the intelli- 
gence of Bussunt’s having been put to death by the Nabob’s orders for the 
murder he had been guilty of. The mode in which both these events occurred 
was as follows : — Bussunt in the morning had pressed the Minister to come to 
his house and partake of an entertainment, which the latter accepted, and 
they both drank hard together. Some dispute arose betwixt them, during or 
at the close of which Bussunt expressed his being overpowered by the liquor 
he had drank, and said he must go out to vomit. He accordingly went out, 
and immediately four or five of his people entered the room he had left and 
assassinated the Minister. Immediately after the commission of the fact, 
Bussunt went to the Nabob, and mentioning that some people had murdered 
the Minister, the Nabob immediately told him that, as done at his house, it must 
have been committed by his orders. This he denied, but the fact being plain the 
Nabob instantly ordered his attendants to put him to death. This was executed 
after some resistance from four or five of Ids companions, who, finding at last 
resistance vain, fled, and have not been heard of since. I have waited on the 
Nabob, and found his guards and house in the utmost tranquillity, and no appear- 
ance of any kind of further commotion. The sepoys newly given over to the 
British ofi0.cers, who were encamped about three miles from the Nabob’s place 
of residence, could not be kept from marching in order to see that the Nabob 
was safe. The intelligence of their approach reached me as I was sitting with 
His Excellency, and I persuaded him to go out and shew himself to the sepoys 
to satisfy their apprehensions. This he cheerfully and immediately complied 
with, and ordering the sepoys to obey the orders of the British ofi&cers, the 
former immediately returned to their old encampment j and I am in great hopes 
there is no reason to apprehend any further disturbance amongst these batta- 
lions. Considering the short time they have been under the British ofELcers, 
it appears to me that their behaviour on this occasion was at least as quiet as 
could have been expected, especially if we reflect on the lax discipline they had 
been used to under their former Commanders. Mirza Saaudut Allie, the 
Nabob’s brother, fled upon the first news of the murder of Mootar- ul-Dowla. 
The Nabob, upon hearing thereof, desired Mr. Grant to go after and persuade 
binri to return. That gentleman is accordingly gone after him, and, as I am 
told, he is not above three coss off, I hope, on hearing that matters are quiet, he 
will return. There is no appearance at present of the above events being 
followed by bad consequences. I shall not however fail to acquaint the Hon’ble 
Board from time to time of every material circumstance which may occur, and 
should there be reason to apprehend that the assassination of the Minister was 
in consequence of a plot laid, and, as a leading step to some more capital 
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manoeuvres, I shall take every pains in my power to trace the affairs to its true 
and genuine source, and communicate whatever I may discover, as soon as it 
may come to light. 

I am, &c., 

Ca-MP near Etawa, JOHN BRISTOW, 

The 17th April 1776, ) iLesident at the Court of the N. B. of Oud. 


Ordered that the Proceedings of the Court-Martial, enclosed in the above letter of the 17th 
instant, lay for revisal, and that the accounts be entered after the Consultation. 

Agreed that a salute of nineteen guns be fired in compliment to the Nabob on his having 

received the Vizierut. 

Agreed that the following letter be written to Mr. Bristow 

Sir,- — We have received your letters of the 16th and 17th instant. 

We are very much concerned to hear of the unhappy fate of Murtiza Oawn 
and of Bussunt. We wish however that the Nabob had endeavoured to in- 
vestigate the causes of the murder of his Minister before he had passed sen- 
tence of death for that crime upon the latter. 

We ordered a salute of nineteen guns to be fired in compliment to the 
Nabob, immediately on receipt of the news which you transmitted us of his 
having received his investiture as Vizier of the Empire. 

By the accounts enclosed in your letter of the 16th, we perceive that the 
balance due from the Nabob is considerable, and we desire that you will take 
every favorable opportunity of pressing him for the discharge of it. 

The Nabob having requested that three Surgeons might be appointed to 
attend the officers lately allotted to his service, we have nominated Messrs. 
Harwood, Murchison and Gowdy to that duty, and ordered them to proceed 
to the Nabob’s Court. 

We are, &c. 

The S9th April 1776. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 9th May to 27th 

June 1776. 

Secret Dept., 

Monday. 

Eort William, the 13th May 1776. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon*ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavbring. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Harwell, Esquire. 

Philip Prancis, Esquire. 


Received tbe following letters from Me. Bristow, Camp, near Etawah, dated 30th April 1776. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — I had the pleasure of addressing the Hon’hle 
Board on the 24ith instant. 

The Nabob, in order to put a stop to all further disputes with the Begum, 
had transferred the share of the balance due to him to the Company, in con- 
sequence of which I did myself the honor to write to her and request the pay- 
ment of the money. The Begum refuses to admit the whole of the Vizier’s 
demand, and I therefore, for the information of the Hon’ble Board, enclose the 
copies of my letter and her answer. 

As I suppose it will be impossible to settle the account to the Begum’s 
satisfaction without attending to every minute circumstance, I informed her 
that I should not trouble her on the subject any more by letter, but send Mr. 
Chandler to examine into every particular soon after my arrival at Lucknow, 
of which I hope the Hon’ble Board will approve. 

Intelligence in this day arrived that Nudjif Cawn stormed and took Dike 
.on the 27th instant. Runjeet Sing escaped, but his family have fallen into the 
captor’s hands ; matters were understood to have been settled, for Runjeet Sing 
had the day before the storm agreed to pay Nudjif Cawn seven lakhs to raise 
the siege, as many of his people died for want of the necessaries of life. If I 
hear of any further material circumstances I shall be sure to inform the 
Hon’hle Board. 

I have the honor, &Ci, 

JOHN BRISTOW, 
Hesident at the Court of Vizier. 


Camp, near Etawah, dated 1st May 1776. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — I addressed the Hon’ble Board on the 30th 
ultimo, and purpose to set off this evening for Lucknow. 

I have often mentioned the mutinous spirit of His Excellency’s troops even 
since the example made of the battalions at Mindighat and it lately broke out, 
in a more violent manner than it had done for some time. The Vizier before 
his departure particularly instructed me always to withhold one month’s pay 
from the troops under British officers. About two months were altogether 
due to them, and there was a report spread by the commandants and 
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adjutants of the battalions tyader Lieutenants Blacker and Menee that I had 
reoeiyed the full sum, but that I retained half. One month was ordered to be 
issued on the 26th instant, which the sepoys refused to receive, and during the 
whole day some of them behaved and spoke to their officers in the grossest and 
most unbecoming terms. I positively insisted on the officers adhering to 
the point, and the sepoys at one time agreed to receive one month’s pay upon 
condition that they were promised another month in 20 days. I returned for 
answer it was always my intention, as also the Nabob’s, to have them regularly 
-paid, and as there remained twenty-five days of the fixed time, that I would 
engage to give them another month at the expiration of that period. On 
having the message explained to them they positively refused to receive any 
part but insisted upon the whole, so that I was obliged to send for the com- 
mandants to my own tents. I told them their officers had already explained 
to them that it was a false report my having received the full amount of their 
pay ; I had it not to give them, and they must not expect to receive it. I 
reproached them with the unbecoming behaviour of their men and asked 
them what service they could do to themselves, the Nabob, or the Com- 
pany, by making a disturbance, and furthermore instead of engaging to fix a 
day for a further payment, I positively protested against it. I assured them at 
the same time that they might expect the money whenever I received it 
myself. I desired them further to explain to the sepoys that the Vizier had 
enjoined them^ implicitly to obey the orders of their officers ; but if they would 
not it was a disgrace for them to command such troops, and they would leave 
them, the conseq[uences of which they ought to consider. They listened very 
attentively, understood all I said, and returned to the lines. 

In so numerous a body as six battalions of sepoys without any authorised 
leader, it is hardly possible to expect unanimity. All the battalions except- 
ing those under Lieutenants Blacker and Mence refused to stand out, as they 
said, to forward the designs of a few prejudiced men, and so resolved on sub- 
mitting, which of course brought the other two to do the saime. The com- 
mandants in about two hours again waited on me and informed me of the 
sepoys having consented to obey in this and all other points. 

I do not think we were ever in any great danger. Lieutenant Balfour’s 
battalion, which is a new raised one and encamped separate from the others, 
offered to stand by us, and the commandants of the right and left hand 
battalions in the lines said they thought we might depend on their men in 
case of its coming to extremities. 

The day after this affair the greater part of the black officers in • Lieute- 
nant Blacker’s battalion refused to submit to his command upon the ridiculous 
pretence that his appearance did not please them. I assembled them at my 
tents ; and told them that they should submit to him or have no other officer ; 
and they immediately consented. I took this opportunity of informing the 
commandant and adjutant that I knew they were ringleaders in all mutinies, 
and that it would be their ruin. I wanted to have them dismissed the service on 
the spot, but the officers objected to it as they said they coul^ not yet suffi- 
ciently depend on their men. This was the last weak effort of their refractory 
spirit, for now they obey all orders, and what makes me think discipline may 
be very easily introduced is that sepoys, to above the number of forty, in each 
battalion, who were marked as ringleaders by the officers, have asked their 
discharge, and gone off with their arrears paid up. By thus weeding the 
battalions we shall in less than six months new model them. 

4 . happened 1‘judged it expedient to separate the battalions, 

that the ring-leaders might not have the opportunity of holding their con- 
sultations, and that the officers might obtain a personal influence in their differ- 
^t corps. TMs measure was also much recommended by Zyne-ul-Addyne 
Cawn, the Naib of the Province,, who urged that at this juncture it , would be 
mrticularly useful in establishing his authority and collecting the revenues, as 
the zemindars were very refractory, and it was necessary to have the strongest 
-Agreeable to his advice I made the disposition of the officers in 
the Doab ; a return of ^ the whole I have the honor to enclose. Lieutenants 
JMaxwell and Martin, will have the first vacancies ; Lieutenant Maxwell acted 
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as Aid-de-Camp whilst the seyen battalions were encamped together, but this 
appointment is now rendered unnecessary by the separation of the batta- 
lions. 

I perceived before the Vizier marched that it was necessary to give the 
officers every authority and weight amongst the troops that it was possible, 
and therefore advised His Excellency to write a letter to each of them em- 
powering them to retain or dismiss men as their behaviour might render it 
necessary ; a translation of it I have the pleasure to enclose, and hope it will 
meet with the approbation of the Hon’ble Board, though I would recommend 
such an extraordinary power to be only temporary until such time as the 
discipline shall be properly established. 

The mediating of peace with the Marrattas. The principal object of my 
stay was so delicate a point, that I did not chuse positively to conclude it, and 
therefore wrote to Bolow E-ow recommending it to him to continue the cessa- 
tion of hostilities, until I should be favored with particular instructions from 
the Hon’ble Board. The Nabob could not in any respect be detrimented by this 
delay, as in the interim of my receiving these instructions the battalions being 
dispersed to different parts of the country, we should be able positively to ascer- 
tain what degree of dependence was to be laid on the different corps, whereas 
it would be neither safe nor prudent to trust these troops in their present state 
in the face of an enemy, in case the Vizier should be obliged to continue the 
war. The terms the Marrattas require are for them to keep all the countries 
on the other side the Jumna except a small extent near to Bend, which 
Captain Stewart is going to protect, and the Vizier to keep all these on this side 
the river. It is true His Excellency had conquered the country very near to 
Juney only six months ago, but the Gossaynes gave it up again, and it is now 
partly in the possession of the Marrattas and partly in possession of petty 
zemindars. 

The Vizier would not declare what he wished to have me settle, but left 
me at liberty, to act as I thought most for his interest, a discretional power I 
should be happy if he had not delegated to me as I conjecture he is desirous of 
holding the country on the other side of the Jumna, and I do not know whether 
I should be able to obtain it for him without risking a war. One advantage 
both to him and to the Company I recommend to the consideration of the 
Hon’ble Board. That by the Vizier’s having possession of a stronghold so far 
advanced as Juney, the severest check would be laid on the attempts of the 
Marrattas against the Company’s frontiers, as a numerous and regular army 
under British officers might at a very short notice enter the very heart of their 
dominions. No inconvenience will result to the Vizier from not concluding any- 
thing definitively for a month, because the Marrattas can keep the field for 
near that period, and afterwards on the setting in of the periodical rains they 
will be obliged to retire if attacked. They cannot stand against regular troops 
at any time, and their only mode of conquering is to lay waste the country 
and cut off all supplies, which they could not do at that season of the year, nor 
could they provide for themselves. The Marrattas have at present no force 
equal to what the Vizier could bring into the field, though at an after period 
• they may collect a very formidable one, and advance into the Doab to the great 
loss of His Excellency’s revenue, and perhaps ultimately the involving the 
Company in a war by an attack on the guaranteed provinces. The country 
to be conquered will, I expect, hardly pay the expenses of the army. It is only 
intended to keep this country from ever being the seat of war ; and when I 
speak of suffering the Bana of Goad to hold the districts on the other side the 
Jumna, in fact I only mean as a farm from the Vizier, as all forts and strong 
places should be garrisoned by His Excellency’s troops. Peace having been 
concluded with the Marrattas at Poona, I feared to insist on what I conjectured 
to be the Vizier’s inclinations, lest it should clash with the good understanding 
that had taken place between them and the English ; at the same time I could 
not relinquish His Excellency’s interests, so for every reason I thought it my 
duty to wait the instructions of the Hon’ble Board, not knowing how far they 
might even approve of my mediation. At all events I am satisfied that by the 
disposition of the troops the Doab is secured from any danger at present, as 
upon only seven days’ notice six battalions of sepoys can always be assembled 
in any part of the province. 
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I some time ago forwarded letters from the Vizier to the Governor-General, 
soliciting to be supplied with gentlemen for the undermentioned stations : — 

Three surgeons. 

Two officers under Lieutenant Connellan, who commands the Body-Guard, 

An officer and an assistant to superintend the Arsenal. 

The surgeons and the superintendent of the arsenal are absolutely 
necessary, and I also submit to the consideration of the Hon’ble Board the pro- 
priety of having the Body-Guard well officered. 

I have the honor, &c., 

JOHN BB.ISTOW, 

^Resident at the Court of the Vizier. 


Ordered that the enclosures in the above letters be entered after the Consultation. 

Resolved that the following reply be written to Me. Beistow 

To Mb. Beistow. 

We have received your letters of the 80th past and 1st instant. 

We conclude that you will be apprized of the Begum’s ultimate resolution 
with respect to the payment of the balance of her account with the Vizier before 
this letter reaches you, and that you will either have recovered the amount or 
received her peremptory refusal to pay it. We do not disapprove of your ac- 
cepting of the Vizier’s transfer of that debt to the Company. But as it is highly 
improper to make them the instrument of asserting his pretentions on any of 
his subjects, not in open rebellion against him, and more particularly in 
inforcing disputed claims on his mother, we direct that if she sjiall not have 
discharged the assignment or freely consented to pay it when you receive this 
letter, you will immediately return it to the Vizier, and leave it to him to 
adjust the account with the Begum, accepting at the same time any part 
■that she may be willing to pay you on account. 

We approve very much the advice which you gave to the English officers 
after the mutiny, respecting the removal of the native officers under them, 
as we are of opinion that these last, being the only sufferers by the new 
establishment, will continue to foment, as it is evident they lately contrived the 
seditions among the sepoys, and that these corps will never be reduced to a 
perfect state of good order and discipline until the former native officers, or at 
least the greatest part of them, be dismissed. This opinion we desire you will 
take occasion to communicate to our officers in such manner that it may not 
be publicly known. 

We are inclined to think that the terms on which some of the principal 
mutineers have been allowed to depart with their full arrears of pay were too 
advantageous to them, and more likely to encourage others to behave in the 
same refractory manner than to produce the good effect which you seem to 
expect from it. We rather think that in every similar instance the ring-leaders ■ 
of the sedition ought to be publickly punished with particular severity; for 
this reason we desire that you will advise the Nabob to cause every officer oif 
sepoy against whom a charge shall appear, either of mutiny or any other gross ’ 
offence, to be brought to a public and formal trial before a court martial, and 
to abstain himself from every kind of summary punishment but when reduced 
to it by the last extremity. 

We have now in our service many supernumerary native officers at 
Patna, who have been long accustomed to the English service and discipline. 
As we think they may be of great use in reforming the Nabob’s troops and 
introducing subordination among them, we are willing to spare them to fill up 
any vacancies that may happen in his battalions. Captain Hasty has been 
ordered by the Commander-in-Ohief to furnish you with a list of their nanaes,, 
that you may apply to him for them in case the Vizier should think proper to 
engage them. 
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Witli respect to tlie negotiation you have entered into on behalf of the 
Vizier with the Marattas, we can give you no particular instructions, as we are 
yet unacquainted with the objects of contention and the nature of the transac- 
tions which have hitherto passed between them ; but we advise you on the 
whole to endeavour to accommodate matters between them on the most secure 
and hon’bls terms that you may be able to obtain for the Vizier, without engag- 
ing the Company in any guaranty, or risquing an interruption of the peace 
lately concluded at Poona. 

We are, &c., 

Fobt William, 7 
The 13th May 1776. 5 


Letter from Mb. Bristow to the Begum, dated 3rd Safar (17th year of the Kiiig^s 

reign). 

Having neglected for a length of time to write to you, but being over- 
desirous of testifying my good wishes and concern for your welfare, I now 
enclose to you a statement of the balance due agreeable to the coulnama, as 
adjusted by the Nabob. The articles of bullock carriages and carts and horses, 
&c., are valued by your mutseddies in the fied enclosed in your letter at 
E42,320, but by the estimate which has been since made by the appraisers, they 
are only valued at E13,934, which sum has been written to your credit in the 
wasil baky. The difference is E2S,396. Perhaps your servants may have 
made a mistake in the valuation of the articles, for it appeared to me when I 
saw the bullock carriages that they had been charged at twice their worth. 
The balance due from you to complete the coulnama amounts, agreeable to the 
account current which I now enclose you, is B9,48,966, the payment of which, 
according to this adjustment, will put an end to all dispute. The Nabob has 
promised to pay this money to the Company which makes me so earnest that 
you should send it by Meer MahomSd Hossen, the Naib of Mirza Hossen Reza 
Khan, who holds the office of Sezawid for the receipt of money on account of 
the English brigade, and who I have appointed to this particular charge. I 
request that you will favour me with letters. 

Answer of the Begum. • ' 

After a long silence I have been favored with your letter in which some 
accounts are enclosed. The case is as follows : Allow me credit agreeable to my 
account and take balance. Perhaps there may have been a mistake in the 
accounts which you have enclosed in the valuation of the bullocks, <fec., which 
amounts to no more than E13,000. The proper value is that at which I have 
estimated them, in which there is no mistake, and from which there shall be 
no difference. Your mutseddies have much under-valued the articles, and I 
cannot, this being the case, answer the balance. I now enclose an account in 
which it is clearly explained. Allow me credit for this and send to me a trusty 
Tnan that I may deliver in his presence other articles at the bazar price, for 
the payment of the remainder. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Hastings and the Council, informing me 
that they have written on the above subject to you, and that the articles which 
I deliver shall be valued at an equitable price, and by no means otherwise 
which I may rest assured* 

I charged the broadcloth, &c., which I sent, at a proper price that there 
might be no disputes. I know not when the present dispute will end. I shall 
be always happy to hear of your welfare. 

The Governor- General and Council assure me that no one shall distress me 
in future, or treat me in an unbecoming manner ; and that they have written 
for this purpose to Mr. Bristow. You have not written to me on this subject, 
but I request that you will communicate to me the instructions which you have 
received from the Governor-General and Council. 

479 F. D.— 19. 
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Fort William, the 29th May 1776. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, president. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavbring. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esquire. 

Philip Francis, Esquire. 


Eead and approved the Proceedings of the 22nd instant. 

The Governor-General lay before the Board the following copies of his separate address to the 
Hon^ble the Court of Directors and his observation on the minutes of General 
Clatering, Colonel Monson, and Me. Peancis, which were transmitted to England 
by the Talbot, 


To 

The Hon’ble the Court op Directors, &c. 

Hon’ble Sirs, — I am almost ashamed of the importunity of my late 
The , Govemor-Qenerara separate addrcsses. I feel my respeot for your Honorable 
address to the Court of Directors. Coiirt injured by the part which I am still com- 
pelled to bear in a contest, which neither tends to promote your interests nor 
to afford you information. The enclosed observations on the minutes of the 
gentlemen of the majority which were transmitted to you by the last dis- 
patches are the last trouble which I hope you will ever receive from me of this 
kind. For these I need and request your pardon. 

I have the honour, &c., 
WARREN HASTINGS. 

Fort William, 

The 27th March 1776. > 


Observations on the minute of Genbeal Claveeing, Colonel Monson, and Me. PEANCiSj 

dated 20th January 1776, No. 1, 

In this minute I am charged by the gentlemen of the majority with 
writing voluminous addresses, and with not replying to every part of theirs* 
which would made mine yet more voluminous. It is not my fault if I am 
compelled to stand on my defence ; but they are certainly to blame who impose 
on the Hon’ble Court of Directors the unremitted fatigues of reading so much 
useless controversy on subjects long since exhausted. The minutes of the 
majority which were written by the last despatch contain very little new matter 
*or argument ; but I am obliged to reply to them because the recent allegations 
must make some impression on the mind which may have either forgot, or 
indistinctly remember the distant refutation of them in my former letter. I 
cannot, however, avoid remarking that it was rather unreasonable to prefix the 
complaint of my addresses being voluminous to a packet of theirs, which con- 
sisted of no less than nineteen sheets of paper. I will not promise to be more 
brief in this reply, but I will attempt it. 

The extracts quoted from Mr. Vansittart’s narrative to refute my assertion, 
that " in all the trouble of Mr. Yansittart’s Government there is’ not a single 
instance of a complaint produced against a gomashtah of the Company,” is 
nothing less than a refutation of it, since the gomashtsihs of the faietories of 
Lashipore and Dacca, who sare mentioned in the letter from Mahomed Ally,. the 
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Collector of Dacca, were not the gomashtahs of the Company but of individuals. 
Had the gentlemen of the majority taken the trouble to read but three pages 
further, they would have discovered their mistake, for it appears from the 
extract of a letter from the gentlemen of the Factory of Lashipore (volume 
2, page 121), which was written nearly at the same time with the preceding, 
that the complaint is retorted upon the Nabob’s officers for opposing the trade 
of the gomashtahs, and the following words place it beyond a doubt whose 
gomashtahs they were : — “ this has occasioned an entire stoppage to our trade, 
greatly to the detriment of our private fortunes as we have now large quanti- 
ties of goods detained at the different chokeys, miless we submit to pay the 
extravagant custom they require, and were we to do that our boats are liable 
to be stopped at the very next chokey, and the same duty again demanded. Of 
these circumstances , we think it necessary to advise you, and hope speedy 
measures will be taken to procure us redress. We are under daily apprehensions 
that a custom will be demanded on our cloth purchases which must be of great 
prejudice to our hon’ble employers.” 

The words which I have underlined shew that these disputes regarded 
only the private trade of the Company’s servants residing at the factories, and 
were not yet extended to the Company’s investment. 

Many other passages occur in the subsequent pages of the book, which 
afford additional confirmation of my general assertions, that all the complaints 
against the English gomashtahs were against the gomashtahs of individuals and 
not of the Company. It is not worthwhile to quote them. 

In this minute I find another attempt at a refutation of the same kind 
drawn from Mr. Vansittart’s narrative. Their words are these — 

“In March 1763 his opinion in support of the country Government stood 
a-lone against that of the whole Council. He was then the only Member of the 
Board who affirmed that the English gomashtahs should be subject to the con- 
troul of the officers of Government.” His language then was — “ ‘ in whose hands 
can power be so properly lodged as in those of the Government to whom it 
belongs,? ’ ” When conclusions are drawn through such obscure channels from 
their premises, I find myself at a loss, for want of a clue, to reply to them. 
Having vainly searched for the contradiction inforced from the above extracts 
to my latter opinion, I shall only reply, that in the year 1763 I contended 
for the rights of Government, and that I do so still. The Government at that 
time belonged incontestably to the Nabob. It has been since assumed by the 
Company, and I maintain now, as I did then, that in whatever hands the Gov- 
ernment is held, the powers which are necessary for the exercise of it should 
be lodged in the same, and exercised without foreign controul or participa- 
tion. » 

“ If since that period the authority of the Subadar has in fact been con- 
siderably diminished, strange ! ” I affirm to be wholly extinct and annihilated. 
If this be disputed, let proofs be produced of the instances in which the 
Nabob’s authority has been exerted without the immediate direction and sanc- 
tion of our Government. 

I still adhere to the declaration that “ by the Constitution of - Bengal the 
zemindar neither presided in the criminal court of his district, nor pro- 
nounced nor executed sentence in all offences less than capital, nor any offences 
whatever, except the non-payment of the rents. 

The Committee of Secrecy proceeded on the information which were given 
to them. I have no cause to believe that they doubted the authority of mine, 
^hioh appeared in the letter from the Committee of Council to the Board, 
which ^eompanied the judicial regulations of 1772. This contains a just ac- 
curate description of the modes of administering justice, which had been estab- 
lished under the Mogul Government. To that I appeal, for it is certainly good 
authority in this place, as it was impossible for the Committee to have written 
It: with a view to the support of my present argument or with a bias to deceive. 
The, Foujdarry jurisdictioni which was affirmed by Mr. Barwell and myseff, in 
otir pfen of the 22nd April last, to be inherent in the zemindar,ha8 noaffi.- 
ntty wilh the judicial authority, but meant only the authority ve^^ ; in the 
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zemindar, to guard and maintain tlie peace of the country. I am astonished 
to find in the minutes of the gentlemen of the majority the same confusion of 
terms still prevail between the jPoujdarry Adaulut and that of the IToujdarry 
jurisdiction, the first of which mean the courts of criminal justice, the second 
the ofB-cers of the police. The former were wholly independent of the 
zemindar, the latter were especially intrusted to his charge and inherent in 
the constitution of his of6.ce. 

I shall not follow the gentlemen of the majority step by step through 
their examination of the measure of the late Government, which have been so 
often and so largely canvassed on both sides ; neither do I think it necessary 
to contend with them whether the Court of Directors have approved or 
censured them ; they best know their own intentions, and I am satisfied with 
the mode in which they have been pleased to express them. 

Yet as one new argument has been introduced to prove the violation of 
faith which the late Administration is charged in the cession, or, if they please, 
the sale of Corah and Illahabad to the late Vizier, I must take notice of it. It 
is said " that these provinces were entrusted to our care as a deposit by the 
King’s late Minister, Moneer-ud-Dowla and accepted by the late administration 
on that footing,** and “ that as soon as Mr. Hastings got possession of this 
deposit he sold it to Shujah Dowla.** 

I am at a loss to conjecture the authority by which the gentlemen of the 
majority may have been misled to make an assertion so totally devoid of real 
foundation. It is sufdcient for me to declare that I know not, nor have the 
least conception, of any transaction between the late Administration and the 
Nabob Moneerrud-Dowla, which can admit of such a construction, as that he 
either entrusted these provinces to the care of the President and Council as ai, 
deposit, or that they accepted them under any condition from him. Por fuller 
information of this transaction, I beg leave to refer the Hon’hle Court of 
Directors to the Consultations in the Secret Department dated the 1st and 18th 
Pebruary, 26th April, 18th May, and 4)th October 1773, in which the whole 
progressive state of it is recorded. 

I must also reply to the following passage : It is asserted that “ before 
the Treaty of Benares, Shujah-ud-Dowla was bound to defray the expence of the 
Company*s troops employed in the defence of his dominions.” This is a 
mistake. In the Treaty which Lord Olive concluded with Shujah Dowla the 
extraordinary expence only of the troops is stipulated, and this was afterwards 
settled by General Smith at E30,000 a month, of which Shujah Dowla paid 
half ; had the gentlemen of the majority experienced the difldoulties which I met 
with in Treaty with Shujah Dowla on this point, they would probably have been 
convinced that^he did not consider himself as bound by treaty to yield it. The 
subsidy of E2,10,000; which he at length agreed to pay for a brigade, appeared 
by an estimate of the Oommander-in-Ohief to be the real expence. It has been 
raised by the present Administration to E2,60,00'0. The weakness and the necess- 
ities of Shujah Dowlah*s successor obliged him to submit to any terms which 
this Government thought proper to prescribe ; but it must be observed that the 
poverty into which he has fallen disables him from fulfiling this engagement. 
3?he subsidy is now greatly in arrear ; and whatever praises may be due to the 
gentlemen of the majority on this occasion, I am apprehensive that the advauT 
tage which the Company may have been led to expect from it is merely nominal ; 
and that the Nabob of Owde, stripped of Benares, and involved in an accumu-r 
lated expence, will be unable to .pay even the original stipulation of two lacks 
and ten thousand rupees. 

, I read with astonishment the information which the gentlemen of the 
majoritv are pleased to give to the Court of Directors that “ the recovery of th^ 
money, ’ due on account of the Eohillawar, “was solely owing to the vigorous 
ineasures they took with Shujah Dowla.’* In the same spirit they have at various 
times laid claim to the merit of every beneficial act of the late Administration, 
even while, they 'brand them and the authors of them with the most injurious 
epithets. In the same spirit they give themselves the credit for the payment 
of the -Company’s debt by the means, which the labours of the late Adminis- 
tration had provided. Surely it is not necessary to waste proofs in the refutation 
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of such groundless pretensions, or to demonstrate that the sums received from 
the Isabob of Owde for stipulations made with the deceased Nabob by the late 
Government, were acquired by the measures of the late Government, with whom 
he had fulfilled all his preceding engagements ; such is far from being the case 
with his successor and heir. Much less is it necessary to inform the Court of 
Directors that the resources provided, and the savings effected by the late 
Administration, produced the means of reducing the Company’s debt, when they 
themselves so easily discovered those means as to point out the application o*f 
them in the 125th to 144th paragraph of their letter of the 3rd March 1775. 

The following paragraph of the minute of the gentlemen of the majority 
breathes so much candor and moderation that I may be excused perhaps in 
repeating it : — 

“Though better informed than Mr. Hastings with respect to our principles 
of action, we do not find it so easy a task as he does to determine for us pre- 
cisely what we should or should not have done in his former situation, or in 
any other supposed political conjuncture. Measures of Government are too 
often decided like those of individuals by instant impressions of danger, or 
immediate prospect of advantage ; and no man can positively say how far his 
own passion or judgment might have been influenced by such motives, if he 
had been called upon to act in any given circumstances.’* 

I agree perfectly with the gentlemen of the majority. ’ Mankind in every 
situation are liable to error, and a sense of those imperfections to which we are all 
subject ought to lead us to judge charitably of the actions of others. Yet on 
this occasion I cannot but lament that so small a portion of that liberal spirit 
which dictated the above sentiment has actuated those who have set them- 
selves up as the judges of my conduct. 

In the various political situations in which the late Administration were 
called to act, I pretend not to say that “ impressions of danger, or the pros- 
pect of advantage ** never influenced their Councils ; but I trust that whoever 
wishes to form an impartial opinion of the measures of my Government will 
examine them not by theoretical and abstract principles, but will consider the 
diffi cult and important conjunctures in which we were placed. 

In the conjecture which I hazarded concerning the probable conduct 
which the gentlemen of the majority would have pursued in my former situa- 
tion, I confined myself to such measures as they had branded with their dis- 
approbation. I concluded that they had weighed every circumstance before 
they proceeded to censure, and that candor would have forbid them to vilify 
measures which in particular circumstances they might have thought it prudent 
to adopt. Perhaps I have been too hasty in drawing this conclusion, perhaps a 
more intimate knowledge of my situation would have thrown a different light 
upon my conduct, and have enabled my colleagues to determine with less 
reserve how far they would or would not have adopted those measures which 
they now condemn. I have already explained to them fully the public 
grounds of my conduct. Other motives I confess on some important occasions 
may have influenced me and might have influenced them. 

Let the gentlemen of the majority then suppose themselves placed in this 
country in April 1772 with the same authority as they have possessed since 
their arrival ; and before they delineate their line of action, let them carefully 
survey the ^fficulties that surrounded them; the Company in England re- 
duced to a state of bankruptcy and supported only by the loan of almost a 
million and a half ; the expences of this Government exceeding its resources, 
and supplied by bills drawn upon the Company the foregoing year, to the 
amount of near a crore of rupees ; the revenues greatly reduced ; the finances 
loaded with a bonded debt of above a crore of rupees ; the country however 
drained of its wealth and depopulated by the famine, obliged by the letter of 
unprofitable treaties to export annually above half the sum to foreign countries, 
mz.i twenty -six lacks to Shah Alam for an ideal title which he had won and 
held only by ouir arms, and as much more for the pay of a brigade sent every 
year for the assistance of Shujah Dowla ; the Marrattas in possession of the 
person of Shah Alam, and preparing to establish themselves in Corah and 
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Illaliabad lay right of his snnnud ; the Kohillas afterwards refusing to fulfil 
their engagement by Treaty to pay forty lacks of rupees in consideration of the 
protection they had derived from the combined arms of Shujah Dowla and the 
Company. Let the gentlemen of the majority suppose themselves called to 
decide under these circumstances, and let them declare their resolutions : — 


Proportioning the assessments to the exigencies o£ the country, 
would they have reduced the revenue still lower ? State 
this diminution at only 25 lacks of rupees it would have 
amounted before the 19th November to above 

TTouId they have continued to I’emit the "King's tribute, or by 
locking it np in chests as a deposit have withdrawn from 
circulation and from the finances .... 

Considering Corah as the indefeasible property of the King, 
would they have kept possession of it for his use, in opposi- 
tion to his grant to the Marrattas. It might have defray- 
ed the expense of the troops, but the consideration for the 
cession of it would not have been received 

And the presence of a brigade in the neighbourhood of his 
dominions would have saved our ally, Shujah Dowla, from 
the expenee of paying our forces ..... 

Having before entered into an alliance with the Robillas, who 
refused to comply with the terms upon which it was 
founded, would they have quietly submitted to the infrac- 
tion of the Treaty ....... 


It 

60,00,000 

90.00. 000 

50.00. 000 

50.00. 000 

40.00. 000 


In deliberating upon these different points it would not have beeu suffi- 
cient to conclude that the collection of a smallei’ revenue would tend to the 
advantage of Bengal; that although the stipulations in the Treaties with the 
King and Shujah Dowla have been imposed upon the Company without an eq^ui- 
valent, their administration was hound to fulfil them ; that it would have been 
worthy of the loyalty and generosity of the English nation to have guarded, 
in spite of his orders, the country of a Prince who had flung himself into the 
hands of a hostile power, or that on principles of forbearance and humanity it 
is better to allow a foreign State to break its engagements than to quarrel with 
it. In the midst of their solicitude for the interests of Shah Alam, of the 
B-ohillas, or of Shujah Dowla, some attention might have appeared due to the 
exigencies of that State, with the charge of which they were entrusted ; a 
desire of retrieving the Company’s affair might have prompted them to un- 
common exertions; and, however anxious they were to avoid the smallest impu- 
tation of breach of Treaty, necessity might have obliged them to withhold 
subsidies that had exhausted Bengal, had brought the Company to the brink of 
ruin, and which from the state of the country and the finances of this Gov- 
ernment it was impossible longer to pay. 

Should the gentlemen of the majority, after weighing those propositions, 
persist in condemning the measures to which they allude, I may be justified 
perha,ps in expecting that they will inform the Company, first, in what manner 
the disbursements of this Government could have been reduced so as to have 
answered for the want of those funds, or secondly, from what probable sources, 
the ways and means of this Government, could have been encj;eased in the same 
proportion, and thirdly, whether they consider Bengal in so aflluent a state as 
to bear a diminution in circulation of above two crores of rupees. 

Before the gentlemen of the majority lay down the plan which they 
would have adopted in assessing the revenues, let them reflect on the state In 
which they would have found the country; the effects of the famine had been 
felt with uueq[ual severity in different provinces ; some districts were almost 
depopulated, others had hardly suffered by that calamity ; the state of Bengal 
was totally changed^; the ancient hustaboods or valuations of the lands could 
no longer be depended upon; tbe distresses of the people in many places called 
for a remission in the rents ; the exigencies of the Company at the same time 
would scarcely admit of a diminution under such embarassment. Are the gentle- 
men of the majority absolutely certain that they would not have let the lands 
to farm on a reduced but gradually encreasing rent, and for a fixed term of 
years P Are they certain that they would have considered themselves as better 
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qualified to judge of the real ralue of the lands than those who offered to farm 
them ? Would they hare informed a 2emindar or farmer who proposed to pay 
a revenue of twenty lacks of rupees that he had offered five lacks too much ? 
And do the savings and economy of their Administration encourage them to 
think that they would have conducted the affairs of the Government at a far 
less expence than any of their predecessors ? When they declare that “ they 
would have proportioned their demands to abilities of the people,” I have a 
right to ask them by what rule their ability could have been ascertained ? 
When they assert that they could have collected a less revenue I have a right 
to expect that they will ]point out how the services of Government might have 
been reduced in the same proportion? Until this is done the Company 
perhaps will consider their plan of government as merely chimerical, and 
class it with schemes for paying the National Debt or reducing the Land Tax in 
England. 

WAEREN HASTINGS. 


Observations on the minute o£ General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Me. Feancis, 

dated 20tli January, No. S. 

The minute of the gentlemen of the majority (No. 2) continues to exhibit 
the revenues and finances of this Government during the late Administration, 
in the most unfavorable point of view : it contains no information or materials 
with which the Company were not before furnished. The accounts of the 
revenue and of the receipts and issues during my Administration were regularly 
transmitted to the Court of Directors ; and every article may he examined, 
contrasted, and analysed by them with the greatest exactness from the best 
authorities, and with the most able and o£S.cial assistance. 


The gentlemen of the majority assert that the state of the revenue which 
I sent to the Court of Directors is unfair and fallacious. They find fault with 
my having informed the Company that the collections of last year were only 
eleven lacks ninety-one thousand rupees less than the medium of the first 
seven years of the Dewanny at the same time that they admit the fact. They 
are eager to inform the Company that the annual revenue of the last three 
years fell eighteen lacks short of that of the first seven, and they might sm’ely 
have done this without wantonly stigmatizing my account with the epithet of 
fallacious. When this country was represented by them as in a state of bank- 
ruptcy, and unable to pay the revenue, it was my duty to undeceive the 
Company. A comparative view of the collections now and formerly realize^ 
seemed the most likely means of removing the alarm which those representa- 
tions might occasion. I transmitted this to the Court of Directors, accompanied 


9WR w T, with a state of the revenue for ten years past. The 

' accuracy of these accounts has been uneontrovert- 

ed, and fully warrants the ponclusion I drew from them. The gentlemen of 
the majority, by adding or separating the different articles, may draw other 


conclusions from them, hut this in no manner invalidates mine, nor proves the 


account fallacious. 


Had I purposed, indeed, to have shewn the Company the state of the 
revenue since my accession to the Government, it might have been necessary to 
state the proposition in a different manner. I should certainly have taken the 
nett results immediately before my Administration — 

it 


In 1770-71 they amount to ...... 3,43,72,876 

In 1771-73 to 3,58,38,668 


The medium o£ these two years is . . . . ^ S>, 61, 06,723 

The medium of the collections during the three years of my 

government is ....... 3,40,15,300 


The difference is ...... a • 10,90,433 

which is less than the medium which I had stated by above a lack of rupees. 
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Wliatever doubts tbe gentlemeii of the majority may express ^ concerning 
many transactions that happened in the country prior to their arrival, I pre- 
sume they ■will hardly dispute the reality of the famine and of the great depopu- 
lation in Bengal. This event happened in the year 1769-70, and forms an 
epoch in the estate and in the revenue of the country. I should be justified 
therefore in contrasting the receipts during my Government ■with the receipts 
subsequent only to the year 1769-70. Bor to blame me because Bengal -when 
depop'ulated yielded not so high a revenue as before is equally as just as to 
accuse me of having been the cause of that calamity. 

It is difficult, I confess, to answer the different and contradictory charges 
that are brought against the late Administration. They are censured for 
having obtained a far less revenue than their predecessors ; and they are cen- 
sured for having exacted more from the country than it could bear; in one 
place proofs are brought that the revenue annually fell short by eighteen lacks, 
or above half a crore of rupees in the whole period of my Government, in 
another it is expressed as a matter of astonishment that with the plentiful funds 
we possessed the Company were not much richer than they were. Bor the sake 
of supporting their own argument, they state that the revenues of Bengal yielded 
nearly as much during my Government, that the domestic funds were as ample, 
and the Services in no instances greater than before ; then let them enquire into 
every article of extraordinary resource and why there did not exist a balance in 
the Treasury when they arrived. If they shew that a small revenue was raised 
let them censure me for allowing it to decline. But to accuse me first of 
realizing a less revenue than my predecessors, and next of not conducting the 
finances with the same effect as if I had received the full amount, is a mode of 
argument too intricate and subtle for me to combat. 

I will not attempt therefore to follow the gentlemen of the majority 
through all the mazes into which their ingenuity has led them. My Govern- 
ment was not spent in ineffectual or logical discussions and must be tried by 
facts, and on principles of common sense. Whether at my accession to the Chair 
the Company’s officers were or were not in an unfavorable situation ; whether 
the exertions which I profess to have made have or have not served to retrieve 
them, are questions which I will not take upon me to determine. But they 
will be determined, I trust, on grounds very different from those which the 
gentlemen of the majority assign. It is not by the selection of a few articles 
from the Company’s books, or by the partial balances of cash in some parti- 
cular treasuries, that the state of their affairs is to be known ; it is not by the 
gross sum advanced to the Military Bay Master that the real expence of the 
army is to be ascertained. 

The military charges from the 80th April 1774 to the. 1st May 1776 are 
.stated in- the minute at Company’s El,33,ll,383-6 ; an abstract signed by the 
Sub-Accountant is referred to in support of this position, which shews the gross 
amount issued during twelve months for military disbursements, but without 
specifying what portion of such payments were made for services performed 
within that period. 

The gentlemen of the majority, when they transmitted this account to the 
Court of Directors, no doubt believed that the actual expenses of the army 
within that year had amounted to the enormous sum set forth in their minute. 
They must have known also that this information would greatly alarm the Oom- 
pany, yet instead of applying to the Commissary or Pay Master for an expla- 
nation of this charge, which exceeded General Clavering’s estimate almost forty 
lacks of rupees, or calling the attention of the Board to an object of so great 
importance, they are satisfied with observing- that it does not appear that a 
reduction of the military expences is to be reckoned among the savings at or 
before their arrival. . 

During the last six months however, the period referred to, I was entirely 
excluded from the Administration ; and if the disbursements were exorbitant the 
gentlemen of the majority must answer for it. But in truth their desire of 
censuring me has led them on this bccasion to submit in some measure to an 
undeserved censure themselves. In proof of this I beg leave to refer to the 
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annexed account signed by the Commissary- General, and accompanied vrfth his 
letter, which will shew that the military expences during the last six months 
of my Administration — 

S a. p. 

Amounted only to ...... 44,08,195 12 2 

And daring the remaining six months to . . . 45,92,949 1 0 

So that the whole expence of the military, exelusiYe of 
stores from the 30th April 1774 to the 1st May 1775, 
is only . ....... 90,01,144 23 2 

which is E3'7, 28,817- 6-1 less than the sum stated in the account transmitted 
by. them to the Company. 

Great stress is laid on a comparison between the state of the treasuries at 
my accession to the Chair and at their arrival. On the one side the balance of 
cash at Patna is included, on the other it is entirely omitted. I will only remark, 
however, that at the first of those periods the Treasury had the advantage of 
the collections of the whole year, and of what remained unspent of the great 
supply which the bills on the Company had thrown into it the foregoing season, 
and that only a small portion of the issues on account of the investment and 
other annual expenses had been made. Yet the funds of this Government 
were so unequal to its expences, that although the charges during my Adminis- 
tration were at no period higher than during that of my predecessors, a further 
loan became necessary. The expencive establishments, both civil and military, 
were reduced by a painful and laboring attention which has been rewarded 
with the thanks of the Company. The effect of these retrenchments, however, 
on the finances could not be immediately felt, and in candor some merit may be 
allowed to the liquidation of that part of the bonded debt which, though 
contracted during my Administration, the exigencies of this Government has 
* rendered unavoidable. 

I am at a loss to discover the particular purpose for which the different 
articles of debt and credit in the account entitled extra resources and disburse- 
ments have been selected. If it is meant to prove that the late Administration 
procured funds, and enjoyed resources which their predecessors had not, I will 
readily admit the truth of the proposition. The charge of breach of treaties, 
of not paying just debts, of selling the property of others, and of hiring out the 
troops of the State, has been too often repeated to leave any doubt that the 
Company’s orders for reducing the Nabob’s stipend, that the suspension of 
the King’s tribute, that the cession of Corah and Illahabad, and that the 
subsidy for the assistance of our troops took place under my Government. 
These, together with the stipulation for the Eohilla war, are articles of real 
profit, or of saving to the Company, and the uses which the gentlemen of the 
majority have made of them are various and singular. They have served, first, 
as proofs of injustice and cruelty to vilify my conduct ; next, by applying the 
funds which they yielded to liquidating the bonded debt they have served to 
magnify theirs ; and now being collected together and placed in a different point 
of vieWj they serve to evince that I have not availed myself of all the means 
in my power to retrieve the Company’s affairs. 

21 8i. p. 

In the former part of the minute the military charges 
are stated as having exceeded the annual estab- 
lishment about ' . . . . . . 38,00,000 0 0 

The gentlemen of the majority, by the manner in 
which the account of extra resources aud dis- 
bursements is formed, next produce a balance of 
extraordinary resources, unaccountably made away , 

with, of . . . . . . . 1,85,83,693 5 0 


1,73,83,693 5 0 

and conclude, upon what principle I know not, that “ it is not their business, nor 
indeed are they able to account for the disposition of the great balance, which 
they think should have existed in the treasury when they arrived.” 
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After liaviBg emy, loved every art during eighteen months in procuring 
accusations against the late Administration and scrutinizing into their conduct, 
they will hardly say that it is not their business to examine into the supposed 
misapplication‘or embezzlement of so vast a sum of publick money. Is it from 
tenderness to my character that they forbear this enquiry? Is it from 
indifference to the Ccnpary’s interest ? or is it that busied in discovering some 
petty abuses they consider crores of rupees as an object unworthy of their 
attention. 

It is not my fault if they are unable to account for the disposition of these 
larger sums. I* have furnished them with ample materials, which it rests with 
them to examine ; I have asserted that during my Administration larger invest- 
ments were sent to Em’ope than before ; that the resources of this Government, 
being brought to answer the Services, bills to the amount of near a crore of 
rupees were not drawn upon the Company, and that by a comparison of quick 
and dead stock at the beginning and at the end of my Administration, the 
Company appear to have been two crores richer. These are propositions which 
I have long ago made; if true, they will fully account for the application of the 
extra resources. If false they are open to detection. But they must be tried, 
particularly the last, not by a partial selection of entries from the Company’s 
books, but by a liberal and comprehensive view of their affairs. To have per- 
formed those services, and at the same time to have retained the amount of 
every saving and of every profit a deposit in the treasury, I confess far 
exceeded the extent of my abilities. 

Many insinuations are thrown out in different parts of this minute. The 
Company are desired, with an air of great mystery, to remark that the payment 
of the tuncaw in the Eing’s tribute for E6,96,000 took place a few months 
after my meeting with the Vizier at Benares. "Whether this transaction 
happened as it did, on six months or six years after my journey to Benares, is 
a circumstance of little consequence. The Company are well acquainted that 
these assignments, granted long before my arrival in the country, had been 
accepted by my predecessors, and that the faith of Government was hound to 
make them good. As to the payment of Nudjiff Oawn’s stipend it has been 
approved of by the Company. 

The last part of the minute endeavours to shew the fallacy of an estimate 
by which I proposed, in January 1775, to pay off sixty-one lacks of the bonded 
debt on the 28th of February following. The accompaning state of the treasury 
at that date will enable the C)ompanyj;to judge of this structure — 

fi a. p. 

The balance of cask in the treasuries of Calcutta and 
the Provincial Councils on the 28th Fehrnaiy 
was actually ...... 99,85,801 9 3 

Exclusive of the sums received from the Nabob of 
Owde, all which arrived within a few days of that 
period 80,81,614 0 0 


1,30,17,315 9 8 


I humbly apprehend that 61 lacks might well have been paid off with 
180. Nay, that it was sufficient to have liquidated the whole of the bonded debt, 
and still to have received the amount of the salt balance a deposit in the 
treasury as will appear from this account. 

The justness of the estimate formed by the Accountants which stated the 
probable balances in the treasury at the 31st December last is again contra- 
verted. I have already transmitted a state of the treasuries in Bengal at that 
date, which, after providing a fund- for discharging the whole of the bonded 
debt, left an ovei^lus of 35 lacks ; an error to the disadvantage of thifi account 
arose by omitting the batta on the money in the Provincial treasuries ; a cor- 
rected account accompanies this address. 

It may appear extraordinary to the Court of Directors that while their 
treasuries in Bengal were so full the Company should have continued so long, 
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and even still continueSj subject to a beavy intei’est, for the bonded debt is not 
even now paid off. The real fact is this. Every proposition which I offered was 
rejected. The bank which served as a channel of remittance was abolished; 
large balances of cash which required only an order of the Board to transport 
to Calcutta were left unemployed with the Provincial Councils, and the low 
state of the Treasury at Calcutta was held forth as a proof of the decline of our 
finances. But even this argument will no longer avail them ; the Company 
will observe from the state of the Treasury transmitted by this ship that the 
balance of cash at the Presidency exceeds the amount of the bonded debt, and 
except the sum of Sicca fi7,40,285, received from Benares, I must again request 
the gentlemen of the majority will point out by what measures or arrange- 
ments they have contributed to fill the Treasury and to liquidate the bonded 
debt. 


WAIIRE2T HASTINGS. 


The Goterxoe-Genekal and Me. B^ewell lay before the Boai’d a copy of a letter addressed 
by them jointly to the Court of Directors by the Ship Talbot, with the copy of a Bill 
proposed for an Act of Parliament and other enclosures. They have thought proper to 
add some corrections to the Bill, which are intended for the next copy to he transmitted 
to the Court of Directors, aud are distinguished by being written in red ink. 

To 

The Hon^ble the Court of Directore for Affairs of the Hon’ble United Company of 

The Governor-Gener^l and Mr. Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Barwell^s address to the Court of 
Directors. 

Port Wnham, tbe 30th April 1776. 

Hon’blb Sirs, — The accompanying sheets contain the drafts or scheme of 
an Act of Parliament formed on the plan which we had the honor to transmit 
to you in duplicate by the last dispatches for the better administration of 
justice in these Provinces, and drawn up at our instance by the Chief Justice. 
The enclosed copy of a letter from him to the Governor- General, now sent 
with his permission, will best explain our motives for engaging his attention to 
so laborious and difficult an undertaking. 

The other Judges, to whose candid assistance we must also acknowledge 
ourselves greatly indebted, have together revised the whole with great care and 
attention ; and have been pleased to signify tbeir general approbation of it in a 
letter which we likewise enclose for your satisfaction. 

Though incompetent judges of a composition of this nature, it appears to 
us to he written with such accuracy and perspicuity, and guarded with such 
ample provisions, that we believe it will not need the alloioance which the 
Chief Justice has thought proper to claim for its defects. Yet it is a duty 
which we owe to his appeal to declare that although it was most cheerfully 
undertaken, it was begun immediately after a fit of sickness so late, as the time 
of the close of our puWio dispatches and delivered as it was finished in parts 
for repeated revisah The same excuse we must plead for the blots and erasures 
of the copy having been obliged to employ several hands in transcribing it, and 
to correct some parts, after it had been written for your use. 

The short time which is now left us (the packet being already closed) will 
not allow us to offer many observations upon this performance. Hew devia- 
tions have been made in it from the original plan. The most essential are iu 
the jurisdiction respectively assessed to the Provincial Councils, and the Courts 
of Adawlut Bewanny ZUlajaut. The former are restricted to the cognizance of 
such causes only as had an inomediate relation to the public revenue ; tbe latter 
are entirely freed from their dependance and connection with the Provincial 
Councils, and invested with a jurisdiction in all cases which do not appertain 
ito the revenue, and even in the trial of complaints from the ryots against the 
inferior agents of the collections for exactions not warranted by their pottahs' 
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or leases, for altliougli these, as matters of revenue, should he properly cogniz- 
able by the Provincial Councils, yet from the innumerable instances of this 
kind of oppression, u’hich Tve apprehend •will occur whenever the ryo-fcs shall 
have a resource provided for their redress, they would prove too heavy a charge 
upon the Provincial Councils, and encroach too much upon the time which 
they ought to bestow on the receipt and management of the larger collec- 
tions. 

By this distribution the objection is in a great degree removed which 
might have been made to the mixed powers which were proposed by our first 
pl-iU to be given to the Provincial Councils ; and we hope it will be found that 
the judicial authority which is still left with them, is no more than will be in- 
dispensably necessary to enable them to conduct the business of their ofidcial 
department, without the embarassments and delays to which it would be per- 
petually exposed in the ordinary and daily process of their collections by 
applications to the Courts of Justice from litigious and insolvent debtors of 
Government. 


Of the other alterations and additions which have been introduced by the 
Chief Justice into the plan as it now stands we think sufficient to declare that 
they have our entire approbation, being calculated, as far as we are able to 
judge, to promote the ease of the people and the benefits of society, to render 
the process of the courts effective of the ends of their institution, and to free 
it from unnecessary expense, trouble, and vexation. 

In thip delivering our opinion of the probable effects of the regulations 
laid down in the Bill we presume not to look beyond the line prescribed by 
onr own local knowledge. It will rest with you, Hon’ble Sirs, to consider in 
what manner they may effect your general interests; and those to whose 
professional knowledge of the principles and forms of law it may be thought 
proper to trust the revisal of them, to decide on their propriety or expediency 
in other respects. 

However, it may be your desire to govern the people of this country by 
the fixed mles of law and justice, we dare venture to pronounce that it will 
be impossible to effect this by any system, however judicious, which shall have 
the sanction of sovereign authority ; especially with courts which are to exercise 
a concurrent jurisdiction with the high powers granted by Parliament to the 
Supreme Court of Judicature. 


We have already had some experience of the courts which were established 
m the year 1772. These, though imperfect for the reason above assigned, have 
been conveniently approved by the inhabitants of these provinces ; and with the 
improvements proposed by this Act, by giving them a legal sanction, and plac- 
mg them under the cpntronl and instruction of the Judges of the Supreme 
Cour^ we have every reason to promise ourselves that they will prove in aid of 
that Court an effectual security to private property, and eventually the instru- 
M population and revenue of the country. Por 

w iile the farmer depends on the arbitrary will of Government, a large portion 
ot the rents will be unavoidably sunk in the intermediate channels, before it 
canfindits way to the public treasury, which would not be the case, at least 
not m sogreat a degree, if his engagements were secured by legal protection, and 
he could be sure of immediate redress against the attempts of undue influence, 
or the chicmery of office. And if the ryot is guarded from the extortions of the 
lower agents ot the collections, when the experience of a few years shall have 
confirmed the puhho confidence that their pottahs will prove the full measure 
o heir rents, it is our belief that snob an encouragement will draw multitudes 
ot new inhabitants into Bengal, who may hope to enjoy a state of tranquility 
unknown in any other Government in India. u 

We shall not offer any opinion concerning the constitution of your present 
Government m ^ese provinces. Many reasons at this time forbid it. Although 
we conceive it to he of essential importance in the formation of a complete 
system of judicial controul, that the power which is to protect and give -vio-or 
to its operations, shoifid he as free as it can he rendered from imperfection~a 
nse o u y req^uired us by this brief intimation to bring before your notice, 
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a subject so apparently connected with the object of our present address, and 
to leave the prosecution of it to your superior wisdom. 

We have the honor to he, with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithful humble servants, 

WAREEN HASTINGS, 
RICHARD BARWELL. 


P. S . — Since closing the above the Governor-General has received a letter 
from Mr. Justice Chambers, relative to the proposed Bill, which, with his con- 
sent, we take the liberty to enclose. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 
RICHARD BARWELL. 


Copy of a letter from the Chief J ustice to the Goveraor-General. 

Dear Sib, — I now send you the last sheets of the scheme for an Act of 
Parliament drawn up on the plan you communicated to me, as agreed upon by 
you and Mr. Barwell. You will see I have taken the liberty to depart from it, 
according to the permission given me in some instances, and have added some 
clauses which entirely relate to the Supreme Court. Inconveniences which we 
have already experienced suggested them to me ; if either of you think there is 
anything in those not suited to the present situation either of the Company’s 
affairs, or the country, strike them out and do not embarrass your scheme with 
them ; deal in like manner with the alterations I have made in the original plan ; 
either the alterations themselves or the conversations I have had with you at 
different times will make the reasons for them obvious. I have so pruned down 
one part of the plan, which though conformable to the ideas of the Govern- 
ments that have prevailed in this country and absolutely necessary where the 
Mahomedan religion dictates the law, which without it could not repress the 
most atrocious crimes, is so contrary to the genius of the English Laws, and 
the jealousy of the people that it will, I fear, even in its present situation, be 
ill-received by a British Legislature. 

What I mean is the power which the Nizam formerly possessed, and is 
now transferred to the Governor-General and Chief Justice, of altering a 
sentence. It can now only, as it now stands, be aggravated to a capital punish- 
ment in such cases as would be capital in England, or by the laws of this 
country, for the power is only given in cases capital by the laws of this 
country, or which are declared so by the Sudder Dewanny Adaulut ; and that 
Court is prohibited from making any offence capital but such as would be so in 
England. I believe adultery is almost the only crime capital by the laws of this 
country, which would be so in England. I could have rather wished that the 
Judge should have pronounced a certain unalterable sentence, but would not 
take on me to propose so material an alteration. But you are so much better 
instructed than I am in the manner of thinking of the people, and what 
power .it is safe to trust to the black Judges without controul. My small 
experience has already shown me the natives should not much be confided in. 

1 have in all instances made the power of appointment reside in the 
Governor-General and Council (where in my opinion aR patronage ought to 
remain) except in cases of the Coroner and Superintendent of the Police, and 
the Cutwals, which I have placed in the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut ; the Coro- 
ner would perhaps be full as properly made an officer of the Supreme Court, 
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as he should he conversant with the English Laws, and must he amenable to the 
Court, I thought the Judges of that Court ought to have a share in his appoint- 
ment ; the others are officers of the police, and the 13th of George III 
gives the Supreme Court a negative in all matters of police. I therefore 
thought it more conformable to the intention of the Legislature that the Court 
composed of both bodies, that which was empowered to make laws of Police, 
and that which had a power approving or disapproving, should appoint officers 
concerned in it. 

I have made all salaries, fees, &c., reviseable by His Majesty in his Privy 
Council. Those which are not fixed by Act of Parliament are made subject to 
such review either by the 13tli of George the II or the King’s Charter. I did 
not make them revisable by the Court of Directors, because I apprehended the 
Legislature would hardly pass an Act which it might be in^ the power of the 
Com]Dany to defeat ; which by appointing too small salaries the Company 
might do if it was finally left to them, a case which I am sure would never 
happen ; but as it was a possible objection, and what I thought Parliamentary, 
I did do what I would otherwise have submitted to them. I am very far from 
wishing to see any Act pass, which both the nation and the Company may not 
think conducive to their interests. 

The having declared the sovereignty in the King naturally suggests the 
idea of the final appeal being to His Majesty in Council. The very great in- 
conveniences which you have mentioned to me, which must unavoidably follow, 
if all matters of disputed property were to wait for final decisions in England, 
pi'evented me from inserting a clause to that purpose ; and I hope the sagacity 
of the King’s officers, and of the English Parliament, will foresee them suffi- 
ciently to prevent any such clause being added in England. 

I need not make any apology to you and Mr. Barwell for inaccuracies, 
repetitions, and want of properly digesting the matter, as you know that my 
indisposition prevented me from attending to anything till the ship was actually 
under dispatch, and that I was prevented from revising it, or comparing the 
parts, by being obliged from hurry to send away each sheet, as I finished it, to 
be copied. There will therefore be necessarily many sections, which might 
have been added to several matters together, repeated distinctly and separately 
to each ; and as the whole was reduced to writing as it now stands for the 
first time, it is in nature of memorandums which suggested themselves as I went 
on, and many clauses may and must be misplaced. I fear the sanctions, restric- 
tions, limitations, and provisions, &o., which are meant to be the same, are not in 
many places in the same words, which they ought literally to be, to prevent 
any argument of construction that the variation of expression would not be, if 
there was no intent to vary the substance. 

On the whole you will find it to be far from complete. Nothing but your 
great desire that it should go to England by this ship, to shew the solicitude 
which I know you feel that the country may be properly settled as speedily 
as possible, and my being likewise anxious on the same subject, could have 
prevailed on me to deliver it out of my hands in the state it is now in. 

It is in some form, though not in the proper form, I hope sufficient to shew 
the practicability of the plan in Europe. I know how much people shrink back, 
especially lawyers, and indeed more especially some friends of mine in that linei 
to which this, if approved of, will most certainly be submitted, when they see 
a great quantity of loose materials which they are to form into a fabrick ; when 
this fabrick has some shape they wiU attempt perhaps to mend it. It was 
repeatedly said to me on a late occasion in England, when I suggested anv 
idea to one of His Majesty’s principal Law servants, and a particular friend, 
reduce it into form in writing. Suggesting ideas frequently embarrass though 
they strike the mind, but are often difficult to reduce to form. Many a man has 
new-modeled an inconvenient ill-constructed house,- who would not have 
meddled with brick and mortar in its original state. They are tempted to it : 
I hope this rude fabrick will tempt some able hand to new-model it, though 
perhaps he may find, as is often the case of those who patch up a house already 
built, that in the end there would have been less trouble and expense if they 
had pulled it down to the foundation and had built a new one. 
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After you have gone over them judge coolly whether it is not too inaccu- 
rate to he sent to England. I have heen very severe you will see against taking 
more from the ryot than is reserved in his pottah, and have made the record 
of judgment in another court evidence against them on a prosecution. This 
severity proceeds from your state of the consequence and universality of the 
offence ; the making the record evidence from the difficulty of trying a matter 
of account, and especially an account kept in foreign language ; and the incon- 
veniences it will he to the Company to have their Revenue Officers perpetually 
called to Calcutta to prove the accounts. But if I proceed to explain my 
reasons my letter will he more voluminous than the Bill itself. 

If you do transmit it to England, you will do me justice, either not to 
mention the drawer, or, if you do, the time which was allowed for it, the 
manner in which it was done, the state of health he was in, and his total want 
of assistance from the necessary avocations of the other Judges. 

lam, &0.5 

E. IMPEY. 

Four Wii/LiAM, 7 
The 28th March 1776. ) 


P. <S^. — I shall rely much on Mr. Barwell’s opinion, whether it is in a 
proper state to he sent to England. 


We have read the draught of a Bill entitled a Bill for the better Govern- 
ment of the kingdoms or provinces and countries under the Government and 
Control of the Governor-General and Council of Fort William in Bengal, and 
for the administration of justice therein, and in general think the regulations 
thereby proposed are wise and just in themsel 7es, and will probably in their 
effects contribute to the honor and advantage of Great Britain, as well as to 
the safety and happiness of the native and European inhabitants of these 
provinces. 

The length of the proposed law, the great number of provisions which it 
comprises, and the approaching departure of the packet for Europe, render it 
impossible for us to give a decisive opinion on every part, but the consideration 
which we have given to it enable us to say that we all approve greatly the 
general scope and tendency of the Bill. 

R. CHAMBERS. 

S. C. LEMAISTRE. 

J. HYDE. 

Fort William, 

The 30th March 1776. > 


(Sunday morning.). 

Beau Sir, — Lest in the hurry of concluding your letters it should happen 
to be omitted, I take the liberty to remind you that from the general approba- 
tion given last night of the Bill which you are about to transmit to the Court 
of Directors, I thought myself obliged to make a particffiar objection against 
the establishment of a full and absolute Provincial Legisl^ature, without any 
negative power of rejection, vested in the Chief Magistrate, and I now repeat 
my request that in every letter which mentions the approbation this exception 
may also be mentioned. 

My brother, LeMaistre, and my brother, Hyde, were not willing that in our 
written opinion any notice should be taken of this objection, because they had 
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not for want of time given so mucb. attention to the point, as to have formed a 
judgment upon it ; but as I had considered this particular question some time 
ago, and have frequently resolved it in my mind since, and as the subject 
appears to me too important to he passed over in silence, I wish to have it 
understood that I cannot approve of the proposed Legislative establishment 
unless a power of refusing be given to the Governor-General. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect. 

Dear Sir, &c., 

ROBERT CHAMBERS. 


To 

The Governor-General. 


Ordered that the Bill be entered after the Gonsaltation. 

Genbeal Claveeino, Colonel Monson, and Me. Fbancis also deliver in their joint address to 
the Court of Directors, dated Fort "William, the 21st March 1776. 

Whether the facts and arguments already before the Hon*ble Court of 
Directors be or be not sufficient to establish the truth of our representations 
of the total misgovernment of Bengal under Mr. Hastings’ Administration, we 
submit to judgment — 

(1) We think it appears that in his system of foreign policy he has 
professed an utter disregard of the faith, of treaties, the principles of public 
justice, and the fundamental orders of the Company for the defence and 
security of Bengal. 

(21 That the first object of his internal policy has been to dissolve the 
country Government, of which be had been the most zealous advocate in the 
time of Cossim Ally, without however attempting to substitute any other in 
the room of it, except an irregular desultory exertion of a power without 
right, operating under the form of Edicts of the Council, but in effect vested in 
his own person. 

(3) That the professed object of his domestic economy has been to raise 
the greatest possible revenue from the country ; that in order to compass it 
he has universally ousted the hereditary proprietors of the soil ; that at a season 
of general calamity and distress he raised the nominal jumma of the provinces 
higher than it ever stood before, and set the lands up to public auction, in con- 
sequence of which a considerable portion of them has fallen into the hands of 
Calcutta Banyans, Europeans, and their dependants; that he has revived one 
great monopoly in contradiction to the express and repeated orders of the Com- 
pany, and created another ; that he has taken these several measures without 
accomplishing his pretended purpose, and, as we firmly believe, merely to keep 
up appearances at home without an expectation of success. 

(4) That he has subverted the ancient establishments formed for preserv- 
ing the peace of the country, the security of individuals, and their property, 
and the general administration of justice ; that his Civil Courts have sunk 
under a weight of business which they were not calculated to perform ; and 
that his Criminal Courts and Eoujdary officers have either done nothing, or 
added to the oppression of the people. Hundreds of causes lie undecided in 
aU the Dewanny Adauluts, and the country is overrun with deceits, who even at 
this moment are daring enough to penetrate into Calcutta and the neighbour- 
ing villages. Eor some time after our arrival hardly a night passed in which 
robberies or murders were not committed in the heart of Muxadavad. These 
are facts of public notoriety here, to which Mr. Hastings, availing himself of 
the distance of Bengal from England, and of the doubt and obscurity which 
that circumstance enables him to throw on the plainest truths, will oppose a 
flat denial. 
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(6) That in a period not exceeding seventeen months he introduced two 
changes in the mode of collecting the revenues ; first, by the appointment of 
Collectors, secondly, of Provincial Councils, from which last system he thought 
it advisable to depart in one considerable instance, in order to accommodate Mr. 
James Barton with a sepai’ate Oollectorship. So sudden and partial a variation 
from system can only be explained by the impression which the Act of Parlia- 
ment must have given him of the necessity of an immediate union with Mr. 
Bar well. 

(6) His application of the ordinary and extraordinary resources, of which 

ourMinuteNo. 2 of 2 othJanu- he might have availed himself, is not yet accounted 
ary 1776. appears beyond dispute that the bonded 

debt was greater, and the cash in the several treasuries less, less on the day of 
our arrival than on that of his accession to the Government, and that although 
during a considerable part of the interval the pay of one brigade was supposed 
to be saved by the boasted subsidy from Shuja Dowla ; and, notwithstanding all 
his pretended retrenchments in this line, the Company’s military expenee was 
greater during his Administration than in any equal period preceding it. 

This state of his public measures is sufficient to determine his real merits 
and character in a public view, without making him answerable for the mis- 
conduct of persons in office under him, or for abuses not immediately com- 
mitted by himself. 

Connivance and permission at least appear to be admitted by his own. con- 
fession. Whether such a sacrifice was more necessary to the constitution of the 
late Government than to his own safety may be a question among men who 
are unacquainted with the real state of this Government. 

,Some of the facts with which he has been personally charged have been 
proved. The presumptive evidence in support of the rest will, we apprehend, 
lose none of its weight by the precipitate removal of Maharajah Hundcomar. 

W''e shall make no reply to the Governor-General’s last voluminous 
minutes by the Hilslorough. The merits of the various questions between 
him and us are before the Court of Directors, though not with that complete 
evidence in every instance which perhaps may be produced hereafter. At all 
events, we deem it unworthy of us to continue a controversy which the Gov- 
ernor-General has reduced to a mere verbal altercation. We are content to 
leave him in possession of the argument, and of every advantage which our 
silenoe and moderation may give him over us. 

As we have repeatedly declared our deliberate opinion that the unlimited 
jurisdiction which the Judges have thought fit to assume and exercise over 
the natives of this country is not warranted by the letter or spirit of the Act 
of Parliament, and that under the operation of the British Laws, or of any 
form of justice administered by the Judges of His Majesty’s Supreme Court 
of Judicature, Bengal, cannot be held by Great Britain, we might content our- 
selves with adhering to this general declaration, and abstain from any particular 
remarks on the plan recommended by the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell, 
in their letter to the Court of Directors of the 18th January, since the declared 
purpose of it is to give the Supreme Court of Judicature a complete and effec- 
tual controul over every part of the country. 

We apprehend that although the distribution of justice to the subject is 
equally essential in all countries, and equally the object of all regular Govern- 
ments, the several modes by which that end should be obtained must be ac- 
commodated to the manners, religion, and prejudices of the people, and princi- 
pally to the constitution of each respective Government. If it became us to 
hazard an opinion opposed in some degree to the sense of the Legislature, but 
partly drawn, however, from the experience of facts not then before Parlia- 
ment, we might question the policy of giving a Court of Judicature and a 
form of jurisdiction to a country wliioh properly had no constitution. In the 
gradual formation of every great political society the constitution or general 
principle on which the several parts of it may agree, or be compelled to act 
together, seems the first point to be determined. The general spirit of the 
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Laws, must correspond with this constitution since it is their first object to 
presei’ve it. The mode of administering justice comes next in gradation, and 
must have an inseparable relation to the principles of the Government, as well 
as to the spirit of the Laws ; under an arbitrary Government the subject will 
enjoy the advantage of a brief and simple Code, and of a summary admin- 
istration. A free people must accept of a more refined and complicated 
system of jurisprudence, with slow and intricate proceedings in return for the 
security of their persons and property, and the ultimate certainty of justice. 
The same mode of I'easoning will apply with equal truth to every intermediate 
form of Government between perfect civil fredom and absolute slavery, accord- 
ing to the proportions in which they partake of either. 

Before the establishment of any particular institution for the internal 
government of Bengal, we think it should have been previously determined on 
what general principle so great a dominion should be held by Great Britain. 
This fundamental question not having been decided, the objection to the estab- 
lishment of the Supreme Court of Judicature can only be answered by suppos- 
ing that Parliament never meant to allow them a general jurisdiction over the 
Natives ; and in this sense we for ourselves understand the intention of the 
Legislature, though we will no longer oppose the sentiments of unlearned 
individuals to the authority of the Judges. Convinced that the general ground 
we have taken is strong and defensible, we deem it unnecessary for us to 
examine minutely the internal defects or merits of a plan, the main purpose of 
which seems unwise and unattainable. N either perhaps would it be safe for 
us to enter into a legal argument against the learning of the Chief Justice, 
which we see has been called in aid by Mr. Hastings, and strenuously exerted 
in his service. With so great a superiority of skill against us we might un- 
doubtedly be defeated in detail, and hazard the cause of plain truth and 
reason by attempting to defend it with unequal arms. We shall therefore 
confine ourselves to a few cursory objections which occur to us on the face of 
the plan, without admitting that any answer to them, however complete, will 
establish the general expediency of the measure. 

The Governor and Mr. Barwell, in their introductory letter, declare they 
“ are fully sensible of the effects to which the powers of the Court might be 
liable from their present constitution, were they committed to Judges of less 
moderation and caution than those whom the wisdom of the Legislature hath 
chosen for the first exercise of them.” . The Judges are immediately appointed 
by the Crown ; but without questioning the wisdom of the Legislature either 
in their choice of men or measures, it seems to us as full as probable that a law 
may be perverted by an unfaithful interpretation, whether to extend the juris- 
diction of the court or to serve any other interests, as that the moderation and 
caution of the J udges should be employed in correcting the errors of such a 
law, and in limiting the powers wMoh they might assume and exercise 
under it. 

2n,d. — The state of the country courts established by Mr. Hastings is 
said to be undefined, yet the present plan proposes to revert to and confirm 
them without any new definition. 

We know not on what ground it is asserted that these courts subsist with- 
out any legal authority, since the Act of Parliament in this respect makes no 
alteration in the actual administration of justice to the inhabitants of the 
Provinces ; but if a doctrine which denies the legality of the present 
courts should once appear abroad under the avowed authority of the Gov- 
ernor-General, another Member of the Council, and the Chief I Justice, we 
fear it will no longer depend on the discretion of this Government to inforce 
the execution of their decrees, to protect the persons who preside in them 
from prosecutions, or to save the country from universal anarchy and confusion. 

— It is proposed to give .the Supreme Court a complete control over 
every part of the country, and this measure is supposed to be the more necessary 
from the alarming contests, which have already arisen between this Q-overnment 
and the Supreme Court, concerning the extension of its authority. The com- 
plaint is that they have assumed more than they have, a right to ; the redress 
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proposed is to set no limits to tlieir power. We admit that the first purpose of 
their institution was to relieve the inhabitants firom oppression. That oppression 
could only be practised by Europeans, and their Banyans, who are unquestion- 
ably subject to the jurisdiction of the Court. To disperse writs, bailiffs, and 
attornies through every part of the country will, we believe, tend but little to 
the relief of the inhabitants. 

5. It is said that the distinctions of Nizamut and Adaulut should he 
abolished, and that the British sovereignty should he all in all. It is not diffi- 
cult to account for the affected obscurity of the words British Sovereignty , 
which can only mean a declaration of His Majesty’s sovereignty over Bengal, 
since the British sovereignty can no way be represented but in His Majesty^s 
person. 

Supposing us not to have mistaken the sense of the proposition, we think' 
there is a manifest contradiction in this part of the plan. The distinctions of the 
[Nizamut are to be abolished, yet the Nizamut and Eoujdarry Adaulats are to be 
constituted precisely on the mode and form established in Jitigust 1773. The 
Naib Nazim is to be empowered to confirm, mitigate, or change the punishment 
decreed, and the sentences are to he executed under the seal of the Nazim. 
This Magistrate therefore is supposed to exist after his office (the Nizamut) 
is abolished; and he is still supposed to be the fountain of criminal justice, at 
least after the King’s sovereignty is declared and made all in all. How it 
can be administered in the name of any person but that of the Sovereign re- 
mains to be explained. 

6. It is said that the only use of the Nizamut was to appear the ruling power 
of these provinces in any contests with the French or Butch, yet the present 
plan proposes to continue the Nazim for another use which forms an important 
branch of the executive power. 

7. If it be true that “ for the dependants of the Nizamut and Agents of the 
Bewanny to be accountable only to the Nazim or his ostensible Minister, 
or to the Governor-General and Council, is the same in effect, as being exempted 
from the claims of justice,” it only proves that Mr. Hastings’ boasted plans for 
the administration of justice, which undoubtedly comprehend all ranks of the 
natives, must have been very defective or ill-executed. It is not for us to 
dispute the fact if he himself thinks proper to allow it ; but it does not follow 
that the country courts may not be established on a wiser system and justice 
effectually administered by them. Our wish is to revert, as nearly as possible, 
to the ancient institutions of the country, which, however perverted by the 
occasional violence of an arbitrary Government, or corrupted by abuses, will, we 
believe, be found judicious in themselves and better accommodated to the 
genius of the people than any system forcibly introduced from the other side 
of the globe. 

8. The first or superior court to be composed of the Governor-General and 
Council, and of the Chief Justice and Judges, supposes the executive to assume 
the office of the judicial power ; and this court, which is of appeal in the last 
resort, may receive fresh exhibits and examine new witnesses. In both instances, 
in the constitution and practice of the court, we see a direct violation of 
the first principles of English J urisprudence, without the plea of adhering to 
the institutions of the country. The examination of new witnesses is liable to 
this farther objection, that, being discretional, it is open to interest and partia- 
lity. If admitted in all or many cases the court would soon sink under the 
weight of business, or be compelled to relinquish it. 

9. The Provincial Councils (which are properly no more than collectors of 
the revenue, selected from the Company’s servants, and very injudiciously in 
our opinion distributed into Councils) are to form the second court, with 
original jurisdiction and with power to receive appeals from the two inferior 
courts. By the plan of this court the Collectors are to be Judges of all 
revenue causes between the Company and the inhabitants, and their decrees are 
final in all causes of personal property not exceeding one thousand rupees value 
or of landed property not exceeding one thousand rupees annual rent. We 
doubt, in the first place, whether the Councils are equal ho so heavy a task, 
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in addition to the husiness of the collections ; and secondly, supposing oppres- 
sion to exist Tre know not how it can he relieved by a plan, which throws a 
great increase of power into the hands of the Collectors. 

10. The Governor-General and Council and the Judges are to frame laws 
for the Government of the country, that is, the legislative power is to be lodged 
in the same hands with the judicial, in order that the Judge may execute his 
own laws. We see to whose personal benefit this part of the plan is directed, 
and shall leave it with no further observation, but that the Act of Parliament, 
by assio-ning the formation of rules and ordinances to the Council, and the 
execution to the Judees, with the power of refusing their assent to such as 
might be repugnant to the Laws of England, had endeavored to separate the 
powers which are now proposed to be united. 

11. It is proposed that all the “ forms and rules now in use in the collec- 
tion and management of the revenues shall be valid and legal until repealed 
by the Supreme Court.” 

Do the Governor-General and Mr. Barw'ell mean to affirm that at present 
those forma and laws under which we have hitherto acted are not valid and 
legal, or where is the prudence or even decency of bringing their validity into 
question ? 

Upon the whole, the plan seems to us to carry, upon the face of it, a con- 
certed endeavor to unite the operation of Mr. Hastings’ courts with that of 
the Supreme Court, that is to consolidate two institutions, formed wdthout the 
least reference to each other, or any previous communication between the 
persons by whom they were respectively contrived. The aceidential concur- 
rence of two such systems would be fortunate indeed, if not miraculous. There 
might be a simpler and easier way of accounting for this projected union if 
we were at liberty to suppose a compromise between the Governor-General and 
the Chief Justice, by which one party should save the establishment nf his 
Provincial Councils, and of his Dewanny and Eoujdarry Courts, and the other 
would gain an unlimited authority over them and over the country. 

J. CLAVERING. 

G. MONSON. 

P. ERANCIS. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 21st June 1776. 

Monday. At a Ootjncil, present: 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ "President. 

Lieutenant-General John Clatering. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esquire. 

Philip Erancis, Esquire. 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the SOth instant. 

The Clerk of the Crown attending from the Suprenae Court of Judicature and being 
admitted acquaints the Board that he waits on it in consequence of the direction of 
the Court to inform it that all writs of Habeas Corpus, in which the Court shall 
think the Company concerned, are in future to be made known to the Board before 
they issue from his office ; he therefore delivers in the following paper : — 

One writ of Habeas Corpus directed to Reza Cooley Cawn to bring up the body of 
Hodgee Abud Alla returnable immediately before the Court. 

One writ of Habeas Corpus directed to Sardar Sing to bring up the body of the said 
Hodgee Abud Alla returnable immediately before the Court. 

The above writs are to issue out of my office this day. 

By order of the Court, 

JAMES PRITCHARD, 

Clerk of the Crown. 

24th Jwne 177$. .. 
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Mr. Pritchard is requested to inform the Board whether he received 
the Court’s order for the notification now made to the Board before or since the 
issue of the two writs of Habeas Corpus above mentioned. 

Ansioer.^The writs are not yet issued. 

Mr. Pritchard being desired to acquaint the Board precisely with the 
terms of the message delivered from the Court replies that the orders of the 
Court were — " That the Court would always give order to the Clerk to inform 
the Board whenever a writ of Habeas Corpus was directed to issue in which 
the Court should think the Company interested, and that he was desired to ac- 
quaint the Board with the two which were ordered to-day.” Mr. Pritchard 
withdraws. Mr. Prancis moves that the following answer he returned to the 
Supreme Court : — “ That the Governor-General and Council have a due sense 
of the attention shewn by the Judges of the Supreme Court to the interests of 
the Company by the communication made to the Board in their name by the 
Clerk of the Crown ; that the two writs of Habeas Corpus, which the Board 
is informed are to issue this day for bringing up the body of Hodgee Abud Alla, 
appear to them to be directed to certain officers or Magistrate, of the Poujdarry 
Courts, instituted under the authority of the Nazim of these provinces, for the 
administration of criminal justice to the natives ; that as the affidavits on 
which they were granted have not been communicated to the Board, they 
cannot judge how far the Company may be interested in the issue of such 
writs, but they apprehend that the internal peace and good order of the country 
may be very much affected thereby. 

Mr. Babwell. — I approve of the motion as far as the words in their name 
by the Clerk of the Crown and object to the other parts of it, as I think them 
foreign to the subject of the message and conveying an oblique reflection on 
the Court as if their communications were not so full as the necessity of the 
circumstances required. 

Mr. Pranois. — I beg leave to declare that I have no intention to throw 
any reflection on the message sent us by the Judges but merely to guard 
myself against the appearance of acquiescing in the controlling power which 
appears to be assumed by the Supreme Court over the criminal administration 
of justice to the natives of this country. 

CoiORED Monson. — I approve of the message proposed by Mr. Prancis and 
do not conceive that it casts the least reflection on the Judges of the Court ; if 
in my opinion, it had such a tendency I should object to it. The Judges are 
pleased to inform us the Company’s interest is concerned in the issue of these 
writs. We cannot judge of that unless we were acquainted with the affidavits 
that have been made ; the writs appear to me to be directed to persons who 
are not within the jurisdiction of the Court. Beza Cooley Cawn, I understand, 
lives at Chitpore, and I do not know of his receiving any salary from the Com- 
pany, nor in what manner he is subject to the Court. If the affidavits had 
been communicated to us, we might then have been able to have formed some 
judgment how far the Company’s interest is concerned ; at present it appears 
to me that they have no interest in this transaction, and I am only concerned 
that the writs are ordered to be issued, as it may be a means of disturbing the 
peace of "the country. 

General Clavering. — I approve of the message in its whole extent 
because I do not think that the information conveyed in it is disrespectful to 
the Judges, and because the intention of it is to preserve the peace of the 
country, in which they, as well as we, are equally interested. The persons 
against whom the writs are issued are neither appointed nor receive any salary 
from the Company, nor do they reside, as I understand, within the town of 
Calcutta. I cannot therefore understand how a writ of Habeas Corpus, issued 
in the name of the King of Great Britain, can legally be directed to persons 
not described by the Act of Parliament, and consequently not under the juris- 
diction of the Court. Whether our sentiments on this proceeding may have any 
effect on the Judges, or not, it is highly proper in the Governor-General and 
Council to declare their opinion unreservedly to them, leaving it with them 
to answer for the consequences. 

479 E. D.— 19. 

643 ' 



26 


Thb Gotbrnob-Gbneeal — The Court are entitled to the complimentary 
return of thanks, both for their politeness to the Board and their attention to 
the interests of, the Company, and so far, I approve of the motion made by Mr. 
Francis. The rest of the motion I do not approve of, not knowing of any 
legal authority which this Government possesses to pass any judgment on 
the acts of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and conceiving the tenor of the 
message proposed to be diametrically opposite to the proposed separation of the 
interests and powers of the Nizamut and of the Company. If the issuing of a 
writ of Habeas Corpus to a subject of the Nizamut be an encroachment on 
the authority of the Nazim, this Government has no right or plea to interfere, 
unless the Nazim should formally require its interposition, and even in that 
case I doubt whether it could take any direct step in it with legal propriety. 
Although the criminal jurisdiction of this country has been ostensibly vested, 
or declared to remain vested, in the Nabob, yet I can never divest myself of the 
•idea that the Government of this country virtually and truly rests in the 
Company alone, and for that reason I am pleased with the resolution, which has 
been adopted by the Supreme Court, to communicate to this Board all applica- 
tions for writs of Habeas Corpus which they think may any way affect the 
interests of the Company before they are issued. The Court cannot know 
with certainty what acts of theirs may or may not affect the interests of the 
Company. I shall therefore, for my own part, receive with thankfulness 
any communication of this kind from them, whether it may produce the 
effect intended by them or not, because they can do no harm. They 
may do good in the instance now before us. On the first intimation of the 
application made for a writ of Habeas Corpus, I was glad of the occasion, 
and made use of it, to advise Beza Cooley Cawn to plead to the jurisdiction 
of the Court, and to take the advice of Counsel for the means of prosecut- 
ing his plea. Without an intimation of that kind he might have offended 
against some legal form, or have refused obedience to the writ, and thereby 
drawn on himself, and on his master’s authority, consequences which would 
have been matter of regret to this Board ; and in every other instance in which 
a competition may possibly arise between the Supreme Court and the different 
powers of Government, it would be of the most essential service could the Board 
be previously informed of the orders intended to be issued by the Court, that 
they might concert the proper and effectual means within the bound permitted 
to them by the law to obviate or alleviate the effects. I do hope and believe 
that the issue of this suit will prove a confirmation of the authority of the 
criminal judicature, and am therefore glad that an instance has occurred which 
may bring it to a trial, and remove the distrust, under which its Judges and 
officers exercise their respective functions while their authority is liable to be 
disputed. 

Agreed to the answer proposed by Mr. Francis. 


Received the following letter from Mr. Fowke 

Hon’blb Sib, & Sibs, — 1 am honored -with the receipt of your commands 
of the 30th May, and have informed the Baja of the indulgence you have been 
pleased to shew him in excusing the execution of the mutchulka. Upon perusal 
of the new sunnuds and pottah the Eajah remarked that his tribute was there- 
in directed to be paid according to the caboulyet and muchulka, and humbly 
hoped that as your Hon’ble Board had been pleased to indulge him by remit- 
ting the execution of the muchulka, the insertion of that article might likewise 
be omitted in the sunnud and pottah. The paper transmitted to me by Mr. 
Auriol under date 26th April, entitled caboulyet and muchulka, is in no other 
respect a muchulka or penalty bond except in the single clause with respect to 
the penalty upon the Bajah’s failure of the punctual payment of his biUs in 
Calcutta at fifty-one days after date, and is in every other respect a caboulyet 
or siniple agreement. Being induced to conclude from the tenor of your com- 
mands that the above instrument has been erroneously understood to be a 
muchulka, of which the article of the penalty upon failure of punctual pay- 
ment was a part only, and conceiving the clearest precision to be requisite m 
public deeds, I have thought it my duty to comply with the Bajah’s request 
and wait your further orders upon this subject. 
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The Eajah begs leave to express his grateful sense of the indulgence 
which has been shewn him, and promises the strictest punctuality in the pay- 
ment of his bills. 

Benares, I have the honor, &o., 

The 13th June 1776. > F. FOWKE. 


Resolved that the following letter be written to Mb. Fowke - 

Sib, — We have received your address of the 13th instant acquainting us 
of Rajah Ohait Singh’s desire to have the word muchulka omitted in his sun- 
nud and pottah. 

As we have not insisted on the insertion of the clause respecting the 
penalty in the agreement of the Raja, the instrument which is to be executed 
by him cannot now be called a muchulka. We therefore authorize you to erase 
this word where it has been mentioned in the sunnud and pottah trans- 
mitted you, as well as in the title of the caboulyet which you are to obtain 
from him. 

We are, &c., 


tSoYenunent of India Oenttal Printing Olflca— No. 478 P. D.— 9-2-89— 600. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee fi:om 1st July to 30th Sep- 
tember 1776. 


Secret Dept. Fort 'William, the 22nd July 1776. 

Monday. At a CouNCiii, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 

Lietttenant-General John Clayering. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Colonel Monson and Mr, Barwell, indisposed. 

Read and approved the proceedings o£ the 15tli instant. 

Received the following letter from Mr. Bristow : — 

From Mr. Bristow. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — Agreeable to the instructions of the Hon’hle 
Board I wrote to the Begum endeavouring to persuade her to the payment 
of the balance still due to His Excellency the Vizier conformable to Treaty. 
The Begum’s answer thereto being wrote in an evasive stile, I am prepar- 
ing to proceed to Fyzahad to procure an interview with her, when I shall use my- 
utmost endeavors, to obtain her consent to the immediate payment of the moneys 
due, and to the settling finally the value of the goods which have been delivered 
to His Excellency, or he may have possessed himself of, by reputable Aumins 
appointed for that purpose. As I can only use persuasives with the Begum 
in this matter, should I find these of no effect, I shall, without protracting a 
■useless negotiation, agreeable to the Board’s instruction, d ecline any further 
interference. 

I have long been using my endeavors to persuade the Vizier to accommo- 
date matters finally with the Mahrattas. They have been in a state of warfare 
with each other ever since the season before Sujah Dowlah invaded the Bobilla 
country. At that period the late Vizier attached and possessed himself of 
Etawa and the Dowaub. Last year the Gossayne on the part of the Vizier 
possessed himself of certain districts on the other side the Jumna as far as 
Jhansee. This country, when I was at Etawa, the Vizier (then alarmed on all 
sides) seemed willing to give up, and to confine his territories to this side of the 
Jumna, but the rainy season and the dispersion of Mahboob’s troops having 
afforded a truce to his fears, his ambition begins now to urge him to very 
different views. His Excellency at present, far from being ready to give up his 
acquisitions across the river, talks of possessing himself of all the country on 
that side as far as the Buttawa Nuddee; nay, sometimes of extending his 
conquests considerably farther that way. As these views appear to me wild, 
and in the highest degree incompatible with the real interest of the Vizier, 
I have endeavored to dissuade him from them, and shall continue so to do till 
I am favored with the further instructions of the Hon’ble Board on this head. 
The country the Gossayne possessed himself of, is rugged, difficult of access and 
ill supplied with water. As the Vizier has now no troops there, he will have 
every inch of ground to dispute with the Mahrattas, and must, if successful, 
maintain such a large and expensive force there as will make his acquisition 
of no real value to, but on the contrary, a heavy load and incumbrance on him. 
It will moreover be a source of continual contention with the Mahrattas, as 
nothing but an inability to resist can ever induce them to give up that country. 
The Jumna is a most natural and defensible boundary to the Vizier’s territories, 
and I flatter myself, should it be finally settled as such, the Mahrattas would, 
on that condition, consent to a peace with the Vizier without harbouring any 
intention of breaking it, on the Jlrst favorable opportunity, which I am per- 
suaded would be the case were it possible to prevail on them to give up at 
present any of the districts across the^Tumna. 

Maharaja Persotum Pundit is now at this Court, having been sent by the 
Peishwa to negotiate a peace with His Excellency. His demands comprehend 
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tlie cession of the Dowanl) to the Malirattas, but it is so mucli the custom in 
this country in all negotiations to make extrayagant demands that they may 
receede ■with an appearance of unTrillingness to the point they will stop at and 
secure thereby their not being obliged to retreat, further that I am persuaded 
this is only one of those finesses, and that a peace may soon be obtained on the 
condition of the Vizier’s giving up only his late conquest on the other side the 
Jumna. 

I have done myself the honour to enclose to “the Governor-General this 
day a letter from the Peiahwa, and another from Maharaja Persotum on the 
above subjects. 

I am, 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, 

With the greatest respect, &c,, 

Lucknow, "I JOHN BHISTOW. 

The 7th July 1776. ) Besident at the Vizier’s Gourf. 


Eesolved that the following reply be sent to Me. Beistow : — 

To Me. Beistow. 

Sir, — W e have received your letter of the 7th instant. 

You inform us that you are preparing to proceed to Pyzabad to procure an 
interview with the Begum to persuade her to the payment of the balance due 
to the Nabob. 

By going to Pyzabad to visit the Begum you have exceeded our intentions, 
however, as we suppose that step is now taken, we can only express our hopes, 
that your conference with her was conducted in terms of amity and respect to 
her. If your proposal to the Begum for liquidating her accounts -with the 
Nabob should not have succeeded, we direct you to desist from any further 
applications to her on that account. 

We very much approve the advice which you have given to the Nabob 
respecting his situation with the Mahrattas, and earnestly wish that you may 
he able to prevail on him to confine all his views to the territories, which he 
possesses, on the north-east side of the Jumna, their natural boundary ; but 
we cannot speak more decisively on this subject, not knowing the present state 
or disposition of his conquered countries, which lie on south-west of that river. 

In a former letter from you dated in last April you mentioned a negotia- 
tion which was then on foot for giving these possessions in charge to the Hana of 
Goad, and on terms which appeared to us both advantageous, and likely to free 
the Nabob enturely from the hazard and expenee of maintaining them. This 
mode of disposal we should think the most eligible, if it could be accomplished, 
but at all events we concur entirely with you in disapproving of every distant 
m^tary undertaking to which the present state of the Vizier’s affairs is very ill- 
suited, not only on this account, but because we think them impolitic under 
any circumstances, at the internal regulation of the Nabob’s present dominions 
comprehending altogether a compact and defensible State is suflloient to engage 
his unremitted attention, and ought ever to be the first grand object of his 
care. 

We are, &c. 

Fort Willia-m, i 
The 22nd July 1776. j 
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Secret Dept. Port William, the 29th July 1776. 

Monday. At a Ootjncll, present : 

The Hon’bib Warren Hastings, Governor - General , President , 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

Bichard Bartvell, Esq. 

Philip Erancis, Esq. 

The Hon’blb John Monson, indisposed. 

Read and approved the proceedings of the 24th instant. 

From Mr. Fowke. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — I am honoured with he receipt of your com- 
mands, dated 24th June, directing the erasement of the word " Muchulka ’* 
in the Sunnud and Pottah which accompanied Mr. Ausiol’s letter of the 26th, 
April. I have in consequence acquainted the Baja with your orders upon this 
subject, and have called upon him to receive the new Sannud and Pottah and 
to execute his Oaboolyet. He has declined the acceptance of the Sunnud and 
Pottah, for which he assigns these reasons, that any erasement in a Sunnud or 
public deed is totally unprecedented in the usages of this country ; that the clause 
in the Sunnud by which the former Sunnuds are declared to be null is likewise 
contrary to custom and practice, and further that in the above clause the word 
“ Sunnuds ” being used in the plural numbers, the Ooulnama which he received 
with the former Sunnud and Pottah is thereby likewise rendered void and of 
no effect. The Baja objects to the execution of the Oaboolyet on account of 
the clause it contains by which the former Sunnuds are annulled. He declares 
himself ready to return the old Sunnud and Pottah on receipt of the new ones, , 
and has requested that a representation of the above circumstances may be 
made to your Honorable Board. 

I am, 

With the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most faithful, &o., 

Benares, ) EBANCIS EOWEE. 

The 17th July 1776. ) 


Ordered that the Secretary prepare a new Sunnud and Pottah, omitting 
the word “ Muchulka *’ and the sentence declaring the former Sunnuds to be null, 
and that these be transmitted to Mr. Eowke with directions to receive back 
the temporary Pottah and grant which were first allowed him. 

Bead a second application from- the Vakeel of Baja Chait Sing desiring 
to be allowed a Earruokuty, or annual receipt, or discharge in full for his reve- 
nue from the Board on his delivering up the monthly receipts of Mr. Eowke, 
a nd that his master agreeable to custommary be granted a Khelat on the 
beginning of the new year. 

Agreed that a Earruokuty or release be accordingly granted to Baja 
Ohait Sing, and that Mr. Eowke be directed to provide a Khelat to be presented 
to the Baja on the completion of his annual payments and the settlement of his 
Kistbundy for the ensuing year, he paying to the Company a nuzzerana equal 
to the value of the Khelat. 


Resolved that the following letter be written to Mr. Fowke : — 

To Mr. Fowke. 

Sir, — ^W e have received your letters of the 15th and 17th instant. 

In compliance with the request of Baja Chait Sing, we have ordered 
the Sunnud and Pottah for his zemindary to be made out anew, with the omis- 
sions which he has solicited, and we shall retain these grants to be exchanged 
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for the Caboolyat to be executed on bis part which his Vakeel has promised to 
obtain from him. 

Ton will receive back from the Eaja the temporary grants which you 
delivered to him on your arrival at Benares, and return them to us, or let him 
do it through his Vakeel. The Sunnud and Pottah formerly sent you by the 
Secretary you will also transmit to us. 

We have taken into consideration a petition lately delivered to us by the 
Vakeel of Eaja Cheyt Sing, praying that a Parruckutty, or annual discharge 
in full, may be granted to his master by the Board, and that agreeale to an old- 
established custom he may be allowed a Khelat on settling his Kistbundy for 
the new year. 

The Parruckuty we shall deliver to the Vakeel on his rendering to us the 
monthly receipts which you have given for the preceding year ; we direct 
that you provide a Khelat to be presented to the Eaja on the completion of 
his annual payment for last year, and the settlement of his Kistbundy for the 
ensuing year, the Eaja paying to the Company a nuzzerana equal to the cost 
of the Eielat ; and we desire you will inform him that the continuance of this 
indulgence will depend on his own punctuality in compleating his payments 
and adhering faithfully to the other conditions on which he holds his 
zemindary. 

We are, «fec. 

Poet William, ■) 

The ^9ih July 1776. ) 

Secret Dept. Port William, the 12th August 1776. 

Monday. At a Coitncil, pkesent : 

The Hoh’ble Wabbbn Hastings, Governor-General, President. 

Lietjtenant-Gbnebal John Olaveeing. 

Eiohaeb Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Peancis, Esq. 

Colonel Monson, indisposed. 

Eead and approved the proceedings of the 7th instant. 

Received the following letter from Mr. Bristow : — 

Hon’ble Sie and Sies, — In consequence of the information I gave the 
Hon’ble Board I attended His Excellency from this place to obtain payment 
of the money due from the Begum and a final adjustment of her accounts. 
The Vizier claimed nine lacks sixty-three thousand nine hundred and sixty- 
three rupees, but the Begum admitted only three lacks sixty-six thousand six 
hundred and seventy-six rupees, seven annas and nine pie, the particulars of 
which are explained in the enclosed account (No. 1). Neither party would at 
first relinquish their claim, and I apprended a settlement would not have been 
effected, but His Excellency, after two or three interviews with the Begum, 
shewed a great inclination to come to an adjustment, upon almost any terms, 
and I, the day before yesterday, attended him to her palace when he agreed to 
take the specific sum of five lacks. He set off immediately after for Lucknow 
and left with me an acquittance of which the enclosed is a copy (No. 2). On 
the Vizier’s departure the Begum objected to payment of the whole in money, 
and wanted me to accept three lacks in goods, which I declined and informed 
her if it was not perfectly agreeable to her to comply with the Vizier’s draft, 
I should not urge her to it contrary to her inclinations ; she afterwards gave 
up the point of the goods upon condition that she had time granted her to 
provide the money in ; the periods she fixed were as follows : — 

In two days 1,00,000 

In twelve days 1,00,000 

In six montly kists at H 60,000 and kist .... 3,00,000 

, Owd Sicca Rupees . 5,00,000 
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I said, I could not agree to these terms without the sanction of the 
Hon’ble Board, but offered to receive whatever sums she would pay me until 
their approbation should arrive. To afford the Hon’ble Board further information 
on this subject, I herewith do myself the pleasure to enclose the copy of the 
Begum’s last letter to me (No. 3). Lieutenant Grant will stay at this place to 
receive the two first payments altogether amounting to two lacks of rupees. 

The cloth was the only article in the account on which the Begum laid 
any great stress, hut by her own confession it was much worm-eaten and 
damaged, so that by what I understood it could not he sold at a fifth at what it 
was va lued. The Begum in her arguments principally urged the late Ministers 
having agreed to accept eleven lacks of the stipulated sum in goods — a circum- 
stance I well remember, though not mentioned in the treaty, and under this 
pretence she offered all the cloths and plunder taken in the Rohilla campaign 
in part payment at a most exorbitant rate. I, for my part, have been very 
cautious in saying anything to induce either, the Vizier or Begum, to adopt my 
opinions in the settlement that has taken place, but to let them act entirely 
from themselves. 


Ltjcknow, 

The 2m July 1776. 


] 


I have the honor to be, &c., 
John Bristow’. 


Eesolved that the following letter be written to Me, Beistow 
To Me. Beistow. 

Sir, — We have received the letters you addressed to us on the 17th and 
29th ultimo. 

We consent to your accepting the offers which you acquaint us the Begum 
has made to you for the payment of the five lacks of rupees assigned by the 
Nabob to the Company, but with this express reservation that the Company’s 
right to reclaim from the Nabob himself the amount of such part as she may 
refuse to discharge shall not be impaired thereby, and we strictly caution you 
to avoid interfering or becoming a party in any differences whueh may arise 
bet^jeen the Nabob and his mother. 

We are, &c. 

Port William, I 
The 12th August 1776. ) 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 26th August 1776. 

Monday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ !P resident. 
Lieutenant-General John Olavbring. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. , 

Colonel Monson, indisposed.. 

Read and approved the proceedings of the 19th instant. 

Received the following letter from Me, Beistow 


To 


Lucknow, the 10th August 1776. 


The Hon’ble Waeeen Hastings, Esq., 

Governor-General, and the Members of the Hon’ble Supreme Council 

at Fort William. 


Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — I have received the Hon’ble Board’s letter of 
the 10th ultimo. • 

479F.D.— 20. 
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Since I was honored with instructions, on my first arrival, to obtain from 
the Vizier the release of the Eohilla families and establish a provision for their 
maintenance, I have never neglected an opportunity of urging these points, 
though I have always found the Vizier exceedingly averse to comply wihi my 
requisitions, the circumstances relative to which I shall state in the fullest 
manner. . 

On my concluding the Treaty, the Vizier and his Minister, the late Mocktar- 
ul-'Dowlah, both assured me that the Hon’ble Board’s request relative to the 
Eohilla fam lies should be complied with. In a short time after, on my renew- 
ing my solicitations to the Minister, I always received a favorable answer, but 
could never bring him to any final determination ; at last finding he purposed 
to evade the point by delays, I informed him that I should apply directly to 
the Vizier, to which he readily consented, and we fixed a day to wait on him in 
company, to speak on this business in particular, which we accordingly did, 
when I had the mortification to meet with a refusal to my request, and a posi- 
tive contradiction to his ever having given me assurances in favor of the 
PLohilla families. Other persons, besides Mocktar-ul-Dowlah, who had been pre- 
sent at his making me these assurances, being luckily with His Excellency, I 
appealed to them for their evidences, which they all gave in my favor ; he not- 
withstanding again contradicted what I had asserted with great heat and 
violence of temper, so that 1 was very much hurt at the style of his conver- 
sation. The next day Mocktar-ul-Dowlah came to me by his master’s directions, 
to acknowledge his being in the wrong, and to inform me that he had given 
orders for the enlargement of the Rohilla families, which soon took ])lace, 
when they were sent to Lucknow. Mocktar-ul-Dowlah at the same time told me 
that they had before that offered to give the Vizier a nuzzerana of four or five 
lacks of rupees for their enlargement only, to which if I consented, the Vizier 
would be well satisfied; he urged that by agreeing to this I should serve him 
(the Vizier) without detrimenting them ; I, however, objected to the proposal 
from a supposition that they had not the money ; to this he answered that 
Eyzulla Cawn had agreed to take upon him the greater proportion and the 
widow of Saad-ulla Oawn (who, he said, was well able to do it), the remainder. 
This being the state of the case, and the Vizier not having any money in his 
treasury, I consented, and the Vakeels were sent to me for my more particular 
satisfaction as to the facts. Eyzulla Cawn’s Vakeel immediatelyengaged thit his 
master would pay one lack and eighty thousand rupees, and the Begum’s Vakeel 
offered two lacks. I wrote to them both and told them the Nabob intended to re- 
lease their families, and make an ample provision for them. Eyzulla Cawn paid 
his quota, and the amount which is mentioned as an expected receipt at the 
bottom of my accounts (sent the Board under date the 18th December 1775) 

I received for the Comi)any ; the Nabob being at that time so distressed for 
money that he could with dijBffoulty discharge the army subsidy, I was "-lad to 
procure payments by any means. The Begum of Saad-ulla Oawn was excused 
eighty thousand rupees, so that she remained bound for one lack and twenty 
thousand ; she paid about half of it ; the other half as the Nabob had not made 
the provision I wished, he agreed to give up for the maintenance of the 
Eohillas, and the Begum was accordingly desired to issue it to them. This she 
refused on account of an unequal division of former sums, in which lier brothers 
had been slighted by their proportion being inadequate to the rank they held in 
the Rohilla State. She afterwards declared she had no property, and that wfiat 
she had already paid was raised by selling her household effects. 

• I am sorry to inform the Hon’ble Board that, notwithstanding my earnest 
solicitations to, and the repeated promises I have had from the Nabob, he has 
not yet secured the payments of their allowances by appropriating funds to the 
purpose. I got him, a very short time ago, to fix for them a montldy stipend 
of eight thousand three hundred and thirty-three rupees, of which the inclosed 
IS a statement of the distribution, which was made to the branches of the differ- 
ent families. Ellige Oawn was very solicitous to procure them this mainte- 
nance, but as no disbursements pass through bis hands, he declined taking 

money paid to each individual, buf he has promised me to 
settle funds for it hy granting them Tuncaws on certain districts 
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The Rohillas complain heavily of the Vizier for not complying with his 
part of tlie agreement of granting them an honorable maintenance, and they 
have really been exposed to much distress therefrom; notwithstanding this, th*e 
same ambition thirst of power subsits amongst them, as when their state 
actually did exist. They have the same views of preserving their ranks and 
consequence in the eyes of the people, and, however miserable the situation of 
any one amongst them might be, he would expose himself to any inconvenience, 
rather than benefit another, of an opposite interest or party to himself ; of this 
I had more than one instance, but a very strong one occurred in the last 
campaign. On the issuing some money to Mohubbet Oawn, I was surprized to 
find a complaint made by another branch of the family that they were starving. 
When I applied to Mohubbet Oawn for an explanation of his not having made 
a just distribution of the sum, as it was declaredly granted for their general 
support, he asked me with astonishment how I could expect it, as the com- 
plainants were his avowed enemies, and he would himself sooner starve than 
assist them. 

On the Vizier’s arrival at Lucknow, he granted them five thousand rupees, 
of which a just distribution as was thought w'as made ; several objected to it, and 
though they were at the time complaining of not even having a subsistence, 
yet they suffered the money to remain untouched above a month, during which 
period they were all consulted to settle the ‘shares if possible to their general 
satisfaction ; but when I found my endeavors in vain I informed the Vizier of 
it. A distribution then took place in the same proportion as that in the 
inclosed statement, and they were given to understand that it was at their 
option to receive it or not, but after the pains which had been taken to satisfy 
them it could not till now be settled on any other terms. 

The Vizier is extremely suspicious of the intentions of the Rohillas, and 
indeed with some justice, as they have been detected in entertaining a corre- 
spondence with Nadjif Cawn, expressing the most earnest desire to enter into any 
enterprises against his Government. They must and ever will retain a sense of 
resentment against him, and his usage of them since their enlargement has 
only served to encre,ase it. In regard to my own conduct, I am persuaded, they 
are extremely dissatisfied with it, from want of success in procuring them their 
subsistence. I have always treated them wuth the attention, I thought, due to 
their former high rank, and I hope when the Hon’ble Board reflect on the dis- 
tracted state of the Government during last year, that they will be convinced 
of my having, in compliance with the directions I received, endeavored to 
render their situation as eligible as possible. They have frequently requested 
me to apply to the Vizier for permission to leave his Court, which he has 
always positively refused, as he thought it highly impolitic to trust them to 
reside at any place where he could not keep a strict watch over their actions. 

I have the honor to be, &o., 

JOHN BEISTOW, 

Resident at the Vizier^s Court. 


Secret Dept. Bort William, the 23rd September 1776. 

Monday. At a Council, teesent : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Eiohard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Erancis, Esq. 

General Clavering, indisposed. 

Bead and approved the proceedings of.tbe lOtli instant. 

The Governor-General having sent in the following Minute in reply to one delivered by 
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General Clavering, Colonel Monson^ and Mr. Francis^ in May last, it was aecordino* to the 
Governor-GeneraPs desire sent a number in the Syrens Packet : — 

GovernoT-GeRefaVs Minute^ 

'Poet William, the 15th September. 

General Clayering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Prancis having in their Minute 
of the 2nd May last called upon me to inform the Board on what authority so 
considerable a portion of the Company’s property, as is contained in the report 
annexed to the Minute, was given to Sujah Dowlah, I now proceed to state the 
motives on which I founded my compliance with the Vizier’s earnest and 
repeated reqmsitions for a supply of military stores, arms, &c. 

Sujah Dowlah finding it difficult to discharge the heavy debt he had con- 
tracted with the Company, and at the same time provide for the demands of his 
own Government, resolved on annexing to his own dominions the valuable 
territory of the Dowaub which had been some years under the usurpation of the 
Mahrattas; finding then that the scene of his operations in this expedition which 
lay beyond the limits to which the orders of the Hon’ble Court of Directors and 
our own ideas of the Company’s interests had confined their arms precluded 
any hopes he might otherwise have formed of the assistance of any part of our 
troops, earnestly and frequently solicited a supply of stores and the loan of a 
few pieces of battering cannon, representing the danger of his enterprize failing 
for the want of them. 

The advantage which the Company would derive from his success in 
obtaining an early payment of his debt was too considerable to be overlooked in 
the then exhausted state of their finances ; and rendered our affording hiry^ any 
assistance, which was consistent with our own safety and convenience, a measure 
of good policy, as it was of good faith, and consistent with the friendship he had 
a right to expect from the advantageous alliance which we had just concluded 
with him. These considerations induced me to a compliance with his requisi- 
tions for the guns, &c., and to assist him with the services of Captain Brooke 
an able and active partizan, whose talents I knew would direct a smal l force to 
great effect. 

I ordered Colonel Champion to deliver over to the Vizier the 4 eighteen- 
pounders with the stores belonging to them, with the reserve of his not wantino- 
them for the service in which he was thus engaged, and as they were only lent 
to the Vizier for the express service of his campaign in the Dowaub, this Gov- 
ernment may, if it thinks proper, reclaim them from his successor. 

It is true that the sanction of the Board for this measure does not appear 
upon our proceedings, but I perfectly recollect the Members being informed of 
and concurring in it. 

_ And it is evident from the original draft of a minute in my own hand- 
writing which I have lately found among my papers of that period, that its not 
being recorded could only have proceeded from an official neglect, occasioned by 
the multiplicity of transactions in which I was engaged whilst I had the prin- 
cipal share in the administration. 

I have thought it proper to transmit with a fair copy the original papers 
of this Minute in the state in which I found them, which I hope will be admit- 
ted as a proof of their authenticity. 

If a retrospect is to be had to every past occurrence, and every trifling 
^regularity or omission of forms arising from attention to a great variety of 
important concerns during a remarkably active period of Government, is to 
undergo the severest animadversion, it Will be impossible for me to produce 
at this distance of time the materials which may be required for the necessary 
explanations. I can only rely on the candour of my superiors and their opinion 
of the rectitude of my intentions for my justification. 


Copy of a Minnte iatended to have been laid before the Board on the Vizier’s requisition of 

artillery, &c. 

The President lays before the Board the following letter from the Vizier requesting to be 
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furnished with 12 pieces of battering cannon to be assisted by a company of artillery, for his 
operations in the Dowaub 

Eeceived the 17th December 1778. 

Peom: the Nabob Shtjjah Dowlah. 

I am now arrived in this quarter, have destroyed the Tannehs of the 
Mahrattas, and am establishing my own. I now have an intention towards 
Btawah, being assured that the Mahrattas will desert it on my approach ; should 
they venture to oppose me, by the blessing of God, they shall be punished. I 
also wish to be of some service to the King, and to negotiate and concert some 
measures with respect to the tribute from Bengal ; it’s the greatest friendship is 
established between me and the English Chiefs ; especially since my interview 
with you, our union has become more firmly cemented than ever ; and as I 
really have the greatest confidence and reliance in your friendship, I therefore 
acquaint you that I have resolved on performing some service for the King, 
and to concert measures with respect to the above-mentioned affairs. In this 
case I shall want some large guns for the Eort of Agra and other forts. I 
have none with me, but what are too small. If you will give me 12 large guns, 
each of which will hold a ball of 10 or 12 seers weight, it will afford me the 
greatest pleasure. This will be proper and becoming the province of friendship. 
By the blessing of God 12 guns are of no value to you, and I shall consider 
them as if you had sent me a large army to afford me effectual assistance. If 
you will give me 12 guns, it will be best ; otherwise let a single company with 
proper officers, and a person in whom you have trust, together with stores and 
ammunition, be sent with the 12 guns by way of loan; in short, your compliance 
in one of these points is absolutely necessary. It will afford me the greatest 
satisfaction. I conclude for certain that you will comply with my request and 
that you will give me the 12 guns. I have full confidence in your friendship. 


The President offers it as his opinion that although he disapproves of the 
latter part of the Vizier’s requisition, he is inclined to allow him a few guns 
to enable him to prosecute the service in which he is engaged, or to retire with 
credit, being well assured that the Vizier has no artillery of any service with 
him, nor a force equal to the reduction of any place of strength that may 
oppose him. He supposes that half the number of guns which the Vizier 
desires will be sufficient^ and these may he supplied from the artillery yard at 
Patna. 

WAKREN HASTINGS. 


Exd,— B. M. 


Vol.— 20. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Oonnnittee, from 7th October to 30th 

December 1776. 


Secret Dept. Dort ‘William, 21st October 1776. 

Monday. At a Cotjncil, present: 

The Hon’ble Waeren Hastings, Governor- General) President, 
The Hon’ble Richard Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Eeancis, Esq. 

Libittenant-General John Clavebing. Indisposed. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 17th instant. 


Received two letters from Mr. Powke as follows : — 

Ma. Powke’s two letters, 25th September, 5th October. 

To the Hon^ble Waerbn Hastings, Esq., Governor-General, &c,, &c., Superior 
Council of Port William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — HaTing received from Raja Chait Singh a 
nuzzerana equal to the cost of the khilaut which he received the preceding year, 
I invested him on the twenty-second instant with one consisting of the same 
articles and attended with the same formalities, and informed him that the 
continuance of this indulgence would depend on his own punctuality in com- 
pleting his payments and adhering faithfully to the other conditions on which 
he holds his zemindary. I likewise delivered to him the sunnuds transmitted to 
me by Mr. Secretary Auriol under date the fourth September seventy-six, and 
received back from him the former sunnuds, which I herewith enclose. 

I have the honour to be, 

with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

&o., &c., &c., 

Benares, ^ P. EOWEIE. 

25th September 1776. ) 


Port William, the 2nd December 1776. 

At a Oodnoil, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General) President. 
Lieutenant-General John Clavering. 

Richard Barwell, Esquire. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 11th ultimo. 


The Governor-General moves that Mr. John Betstow he recalled from the Court of the Nawah 
of Owde, and that Mr. Nathaniel Midbleton be restored to the appointment of 
Resident at that Court. 

Mu,. Prancis, — beg leave to ask the Governor whether he means the same 
office which Mr. Middleton before held at that Court, which I think the word 
restore seems to imply. 

525 F. D. 
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The Governob-Genebal, — do not, in the sense which Mr. Francis seems 
to understand it, tlae Court of Directors having expressed their disapproba- 
tion of the channel through which he was to receive his instructions ; that is 
no part of my present proposal, hut that I may not be misunderstood I beg 
leave to correct my motion and to propose — which is in effect only what I 
meant hy the preceding — that Mr. Bristow be recalled from the Court of 
Owde, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton he restored to the appointment of 
Besident at that Court, subject to the orders and authority of the Governor- 
General and Council. 

Me. Feancis, — My determination to withdraw myself from an unavailing 
contest with the present majority of the Board does not depend on any act of 
theirs. Motives of personal interest or animosity did not dictate to me the line 
which I have hitherto followed in public affairs, nor shall they have any in- 
fluence over my future conduct. 

Without affecting to conceal my own immediate sense of the injustice done 
to Mr. Bristow, I need look nowhere hut to the measure itself for arguments 
to oppose it. A proposition to remove him from a station he has filled with 
distinguished credit to himself and advantage to the Company, and for no other 
avowed reason hut to give his place to another, is open to objections too serious 
and important in a public view to be mixed with any consideration of the 
personal concern which I may receive from it. Having already mentioned them 
at the Board, I shall content myself at present with giving a negative to the 
question, reserving a more formal declaration of my opinion on the whole 
subject for a dissent to the resolution which I take for granted wUl follow the 
motion. 

P. FRANCIS. 

Me. Baewell, — I assent to the motion because I think it a justice due to 
Mr. Middleton and what the Governor- General could not avoid taking the first 
opportunity of effecting. I have not the least personal objection to Mr. Bristow ; 
so very far from it, that did I not conceive it would be prolonging the injury 
already done to Mr. Middleton to keep that gentleman in the station to 
which he was advanced on the removal of Mr. Middleton, I should have been 
glad to have had him still employed ; but I cannot indulge the wish I have to 
serve Mr. Bristow at the expense of what I conceived the rights of another. 

General Claverinu, — The motion before the Board comprehends two ques- 
tions — the removal of Mr. Bristow and the restoring of Mr. Middleton to .the office 
of Resident at the Vizier’s Court. To enable me to give my opinion on the first, 
I must beg the favour of the Governor-General to inform the Board of his charge 
against Mr. Bristow, and the faults which he has committed that have induced 
him to make the present motion for Mr. Bristow’s recall. 

GovbbnoE' General, — I bring no charge against Mr. Bristow. I do not 
accuse him of any faults. I know of no charge that was produced against Mr. 
Middleton when he was removed; the majority of the Board thought it proper at 
that time to remove the Public Minister at the Court of the Nabob of Owde, 
who had received his nomination from me, and to appoint another in his stead in 
whom they had a confidence. Highly as I esteem ~the merits of Mr. Middleton, 
I will not bring them into an invidious comparison with those of Mr. Bristow, 
whom, though lately unknown to me, but by his public character, I esteem. I 
have a greater confidence in Mr. Middleton, and as the responsibility of all 
public measures has been pointedly thrown upon myself and Mr. Barwell in 
the numerous dissents and protests which have been recorded during the 
course of the last two months, I claim the right belonging to that responsibility 
and constitutionally to the office which I fill as the Head and Executive Mem- 
ber of this Government to choose the means and instruments by which it may 
be exercised in the most effectual manner, for the good of the service and the 
credit of those who are invested with the charge of it. 

Gbneea,l OlaveeinQ’, — I am satisfied with the answer that the Governor- 
General has given, that he brings no charge against Mr. Bristow, nor does he 
accuse him of any fault. This declaration will be at least some consolation to 
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Mr. Bristow and his friends, and will shew the Court of Directors that he has 
not exercised the trust which has been reposed on him, even in the Governor- 
General’s opinion, unworthily. The Governor- General is pleased to say that he 
knew of no charge that was produced against Mr. Middleton when he was 
recalled, hut it is impossible that he can have forgot the reasons that were 
assigned for it. It appears in the Consultation 26th October 1774 that the 
Governor- General having refused to deliver up the whole of his correspondence 
with Mr. Middleton, the question was proposed and put that that gentleman 
should not be continued at the N abob’s Court any longer, and he was accordingly- 
ordered to withdraw from that Court, and to bring the whole of his corre- 
spondence with him. The Court of Directors have had this subject very fully 
before them, and in their letter of the 16th December 1775 they were pleased 
to disapprove of the independent and separate authority which had been 
delegated to the Governor-General, and afterwards to express their disapproba- 
tion that any part of Mr. Middleton’s correspondence had been withheld 
from the perusal of the Supreme Council. The Board did not consider 
Mr. Middleton as a Public Minister, the term which the Governor-General 
now gives to him, but his own Agent, as he avowedly was acknowledged 
both by the Governor-General himself, and by Mr. Middleton on his return 
to the Presidency, who in his letter recorded on the 6th February 1775 
declares that he conceives himself not to be authorized to make any com- 
munication of his correspondence with the late President without bis express 
commands. Such were the reasons which the late majority of the Board 
assigned for the recall of Mr. Middleton. As no fault nor imputation of fault 
or neglect is alleged for the proposed recall of Mr. Bristow, I cannot but 
object to it as a most unjust, unwarrantable proceeding. If the Governor- 
General will think proper to defer his motion till after the arrival of the 
Eagle packet, which may be now hourly expected, it is more than probable 
that we shall obtain further lights than have been hitherto given to us of the 
sentiments of the Court of Directors both on Mr. Middleton’s recall and on Mr. 
Bristow’s appointment to the Vizier’s Court. I would therefore, with the Gover- 
nor-General’s consent, beg leave to propose that this motion be deferred till after 
the arrival of that ship. 

Govbenor-Gbneeal, — I think it a duty incumbent on me to adhere to 
my motion. X will not take up the time of the Board by answering the objections 
which have been made to it at this time,' having other questions which I wish 
to propose immediately for their determination. 

Me. Feancis, — I think General Olavering’s proposal in every respect 
reasonable and expedient. If the instructions which we may receive by the 
Eagle packet should make no alteration in the circumstances or measures of this 
Government, it will always be open to the Governor-General to pursue his 
present plan. The difference of time cannot be considerable ; but if such iustruc- 
tions as this Board have some reason to expect should arrive, they cannot but 
produce the immediate reversal of the present resolution, and in that case it 
will have served no purpose whatsoever, either pubMc or private. 

Goveenoe-Qbnebal, — I would willingly wait for the arrival of the Eagle 
packet if I thought it probable that she was on her road. I have already waited 
to this time in the expectation of decisive advices from England, but I repeat 
that, charged as I am — pointedly charged — with the responsibility of public 
affairs, it is my duty to avail myself of such means as may enable me to con- 
duct them for the public good and my own credit. I have intelligence which 
convinces me that no public measure of any consequence respecting this 
Government could have taken place in England so late as the month of June 
last; this news, though not of ofloloial authority, is come to me sufidoiently 
authenticated for my own internal conviction : I must therefore object to the 
general motion. 

Me BakweIiL, — The Governor-General having declined to withdraw his 
motion, and the opinion I have already given being direct to the Governor’s 
motion, it precludes my saying anything to the General. 

Gbneeal Clavbeing, — I am concerned that a motion which I have made 
to prevent the daily alteration of measures which is a disgrace to jilT govern- 
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ments should not have "been accepted, particularly ■when the object of it was to 
learn the clear and decisive opinion of the Court of Directors as well on the 
subject now before the Board as on many others of the highest importance to 
the Government ; it is therefore suflBcient that I declare my dissent to the 
removal of Mr. Bristow, and I cannot agree to the appointment of Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton till he has acknowledged the authority of this Government in submit- 
ting to give up the papers which were before required of him : as this is a positive 
order of the Court of Directors, a refusal from him can no longer be admitted. 

Mk. Drancis, — I beg leave to ask the Governor- General at what time he 
received his latest intelligence from England? 

Governor-General,— About the middle of August ; I believe the 14th of 
August. 

Mr. Erancis, — I took the liberty of asking this question because the 
Governor-General has said that he has waited to this time in the expectation of 
decisive ad-nces from England ; that expectation must have been founded on 
the intelligence which he received on the 14th of August, and as he has not 
received any advices since that period, I do not comprehend what new motive 
or consideration induces him to give up the expectation of those decisive advices 
for which he has hitherto waited. If he has hitherto expected the arrival of the 
Eagle packet or of intelligence by any other channal, there is no apparent 
reason why he should not still expect them. 

Governor- General, — I have not expected the Eagle packet, and I think 
the season is now too far advanced for intelligence to be received for some months 
yet to come by the route through which I received my last letters from 
England, which was by the port of Suez and through the Eed Sea. 

Some arguments arising respecting the regularity of the previous ques- 
tion proposed by General Clavering for suspending the consideration of the 
Governor-General’s motion. 

The Governor-General, — To bring the General’s motion more regularly 
before the Board, I desire that the question may be put whether my motion 
shall be deferred till the arrival of the Eagle packet ? 

Mb. Erancis, — ^The General’s motion cannot be more regularly put than it 
was by himself. I entirely approve of it. 

Mr. Baewbll, — I look upon 'this in the -light of a previous question 
whether the Governor- General’s question shall be put or not ; I have already 
acquiesced to its being put, and must therefore put a negative upon this motion. 

General Clavering agrees to the motion. 

Governor-General, — I again object to it. 

Resolved, that the Board do not agree to General Clavering’s proposition 
for deferring the consideration of the Governor-General’s motion until the 
arrival of the Eagle packet. 

General Olavering, — The Court of Directors having been pleased in the 
28th p^agraph of their letter of the 16th December 1776 to declare that Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton’s correspondence with the late Resident should have been 
addressed to the President and Council, or speedily and unreservedly laid before 
them by the President, and to express their disapprobation that any part thereof 
had been withheld from the perusal of the Supreme Council, I move that before 
the consent of this Board be obtained for the appointment of Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton to the Vizier’s Court, that the orders or at least the plain and direct 
intentions of the Court of Directors be complied with. 

Mr. Erancis, — If any respect be due to the sense of our superiors, or if we 
expect submission to our authority hereafter, the propriety of this motion I con- 
ceive cannot possibly be disputed. The Court of Directors and a general court 
of proprietors have unanimously resolved that the whole of, Mr. Middleton’s 
correspondence with the Governor- General ought to have been laid before the 
Board, and the Court of Directors express their strongest disapprobation of the 
refusal to communicate such correspondence entire to us. As long as no 
proposition was made for employing Mr. Middleton, and as the public service 
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did no longer require that we should receive that communication for our 
guidance, it was needless to renew the requisition to Mr. Middleton. I would 
now have it renewed upon the single grounds of the obedience he owes to 
Government, and I should think that the Governor-General himself, although 
he might have reasons to avoid insisting upon it, at that time when the requi- 
sition only proceeded from General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and myself, will 
now see the necessity of enforcing it as a duty imposed upon the Board by the 
whole authority of the East India Company. 

Mr. Barweli,, — This is the second previous question that has been put upon 
the Governor- General’s motion. It comes indeed in a new dress, but still it is 
the previous question, for if it was not to restore Mr. Middleton to his rights, and 
the Governor-General did not think it incumbent on him so to do, I apprehend 
the motion would not have been made. I acquiesce with Mr. Erancis that there 
would have been no necessity for calling upon Mr. Middleton for his correspond- 
ence at this juncture if the Governor had not proposed to employ him. As is 
evident from the length of time that has elapsed since the receipt of the Com- 
pany’s letter, and the call now proposed to be made upon Mr. Middleton, the 
Company have disapproved of the Governor-General’s not giving his correspond- 
ence entire, although what he did submit contained the whole of the public 
transactions ; but as they throughout cautiously avoid imputing the least blame 
to Mr. Middleton, I do not see that the Governor’s conduct can be a bar to any 
appointment that may be proposed for that gentleman. I regard the motion as a 
second previous question and put my negative upon it. 

General Clavering agrees to the motion. 

Governor-General, — I object to the question upon the single ground of its 
being directly contrary to the manifest intentions both of the Court of Directors 
and the General Court of Proprietors ; neither of these Courts have ordered that 
Mr. Middleton’s correspondence with me should be laid before the Board ; this 
together with the recall of Mr. Middleton and the appointment of Mr. Bristow 
were the first subjects which were referred to their decision. Their opinions, 
though solemnly given, express neither approbation nor disapprobation of the 
recall of Mr. Middleton on the appointment of Mr. Bristow, but leave those 
subjects open to any change which might afterwards be proposed respecting 
either. IJpon my refusal to' deliver up Mr, Middleton’s correspondence, the Court 
of Directors have expressed tlfeir disapprobation that any part thereof had been 
withheld from the perusal of the Supreme Council ; but though it should 
obviously follow, if such was their intention, that I should, on receipt of their 
orders, deliver up the correspondence which I had before improperly withheld, 
yet no such order nor intimation of such an order appears in any part of the 
general letter quoted hy the General, and the Court of Proprietors in express 
terms confine their approbation of the opinion delivered hy the Court of Direc- 
tors to the time past. They too agree with the opinion of the Court of Directors 
that the whole correspondence between the Governor-General and Mr. Middle- 
ton shbuld have been laid before the Members of the Supreme Council, adding 
as the reason the following words who ought to have received every informa- 
tion respecting the transactions “ of the Company’s Agent at Shujah Dowla’s 
Court in order to regulate their conduct at that critical period.” Eorgetfulness 
may be imputed to individuals, but it is impossible to suppose that twenty men 
of known abilities and experience in business should have omitted so necessary 
an order or left it to be gathered by implication from an opinion given upon a 
subject past ; much less can such an inadvertency be imputed to the whole body 
of the proprietors. I object to the motion. 

The following motion of General Clavering’s is resolved in the negative, 
viz— 

9 

“ That before the consent of this Board be obtained for the appointment of 
Mr. Middleton to the Vizier’s Court, that the orders or at least the plain and 
direct intentions of the Court of Directors be complied, viz,, that Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton’s correspondence with the late President should be speedily and 
unreservedly laid before the Board.” 
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Resolved, that Mr. John Bristo-w he recalled to the Presidency from the 
Conrt of the Nabob of Owde and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be restored to 
the appointment of Resident at that Court, subject to the orders and authority 
of the Governor-General and Council conformally to the motion of the Gover- 
nor-General. 

Mr. Prancis, — I beg leave to enter my dissent from the Resolution of the 
Board for the following reasons : — 


Me. Feancis's dissent for Me. Beistow^s recall. 

Secret Department, 2iid December 1776. 

Mr. Bristow’s removal is not formed on any plea of necessity or of advan- 
tage to the public service, but solely on the particular confidence which the 
Governor reposes in Mr. Middleton. 

2. It is not founded on any plea of incapacity or demerit in Mr. Bristow, 
or even of superior qualifications in the person who is to succeed him. 

3. It is in effect a disavowal of and contradiction to the unanimous decla- 
rations which the Board have repeatedly made, as well to himself as to the Court 
of Directors, of the high sense we all entertained of his services to the Company, 
and which I am happy to find is not yet diminished in any of us. 

The following passages from the records will shew that, however we might 
differ as we did on many other questions, Mr. Bristow’s conduct united every 
opinion in his favour — 

“ In our letter of the 3rd August 1775 we informed the Court of Directors 
that Mr. Bristow’s conduct “ in negotiating and bringing to a happy conclusion 
the important business committed to him, notwithstanding the difficulties, 
which were at first thrown in the way, was very meritorious, and that as the 
signal service he rendered the Company in the acquisition of so great an addi- 
tional revenue afforded us the means of acknowledging his services without any 
charge on their ancient fund, we determined to reward him by a present of one 
lack of rupees.” 

Our letter to Mr. Bristow himself, demonstrates still more strongly the 
Board’s u 3 ianimous approbation of his conduct. “ We told him ” we entirely 
approve of every article in the treaty and of the negotiation of it.” 

We said that in ratifying a treaty so highly honourable and “ advantageous 
to the Company as that which you have had the honour of concluding with the 
Nabob, we cannot in justice to your distinguished zeal and assiduity in the course 
of this important negotiation omit expressing to you the highest approbation 
of your conduct and returning you our thanks for the service you have rendered 
to the Company. The terms you have obtained are so complete and satisfactory 
that they equal our warmest expectations ; and you may be assured that we 
shall not fail to represent the whole of your conduct since your appointment to 
the Honourable Court of Directors in that favourable light in which it appears 
to us, and in which we do not doubt it will be received by the Company. 

“ As a further mark of our approbation we have agreed to order a bond to 
be made out in your favour for one lack of rupees, bearingjintereat at 6 per cent, 
from the 21st May, being the date of the signature of the treaty, subject, 
however, to the final approval of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, to whom 
we shall recommend it as a just reward of your services.” The intended 
reward, however, has not been received by Mr. Bristow. 

It would not be improper to insert in this place a copy of the whole treaty 
of Ryzabad, since there is not a line of it that does not in effect arraign the 
justice of the present resolution. I shall, however, only mention those two 
articles in favour of the Company in which a less faithful servant and a les& 
honourable man might have used the latitude allowed him by his instructions 
and easily have compounded for abatements, yet stOl have preserved the credit 
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of having rendered an essential service to his employers — I mean the acquisi- 
tion of a net revenue of twenty-three lacks, with all the rights of the Nabob 
over the country of Benares, and of sis lacks a year in addition to the subsidy. 
The Company, I trust, will long preserve the possession of these acquisitions 
as well as a grateful sense of the ability and integrity to which they owe it. 

While such distinguished testimonials accompany Mr. Bristow’s dismission, 
the present resolution touches nothing but the honour of the Board and the 
consistency of their proceedings. 

4. At a time when the establishment of our ally, the Nabob of Owde, is 
represented to be insecure and when some extraordinary measures are recom- 
mended for protecting his dominions against a foreign invasion, I deem it in 
the highest degree hazardous to the welfare of his Government, and of course to 
our own, to remove a man thoroughly acquainted with the affairs of that 
country and with the political interests, views, and connections of all the Indian 
powers that surround it ; and that if the measure were otherwise defensible, 
many circumstances which peculiarly belong to the present conjuncture ought 
to have deterred the Board from adopting it. 

6. The present Resolution appears to me an attack on the authority of the 
Company themselves, who are informed of Mr. Bristow’s appointment, who 
have left it unreversed, and who have expressly adopted and confirmed the 
principles on which Mr. Middleton was recalled. 

6. Supposing the present majority not to be bound by any obligation of 
public duty to maintain an uniformity of councils in the eyes of the Indian 
powers and to preserve some appearance of dignity and consistency in the 
operations of this Government ; and supposing that the Governor-General and 
Mr. Barwell have no rule to consult but the extent of their present power to 
direct them in the use of it, still I affirm that, on any principles they can 
possibly avow, the recall of Mr. Middleton is not a precedent to justify that 
of Mr. Bristow. The records will shew that the motives on which the late 
majority acted were solely of a public nature ; we deemed it a violation of the 
constitution of this or any Government, not vested in a single person, that the 
Chief Member of it, who is no more than first among his equals, should tran- 
sact the affairs of the Government through the channal of a private agent, 
receiving instructions from him alone and answerable to him alone for the 
execution of them. The Honorable Court of Directors themselves tell us “ that 
the conduct of the late Council in this respect was very improper.” They 
expressly order that no such independent or separate authority be ever dele- 
gated to any Governor or Member of Council or to any other person whatever ; 
and they declare that Mr. Middleton’s correspondence should have been 
addressed to them or speedily and unreservedly laid before them by the Pre- 
sident. 

If the public principle on which we professed to act be now clear and 
incontrovertible, it will appear from the strongest presumptive evidence that 
we did not assume it to cover any secret unwarrantable purpose. 

The Governor-General himself will acquit us of partial views to the estab- 
lishment of any other person at the expense of Mr. Middleton ; he cannot but 
recollect that General Olavering, Colonel Monson, and myself made him a tender 
Of continuing Mr. Middleton as the Public Resident of the Company, which 
the Governor thought fit to decline. With respect to Mr. Bristow, I most 
solemnly declare that his name for this appointment was not to my knowledge 
in contemplation with any Member of the Board, till a considerable time after 
Mr: Middleton’s arrival in Calcutta. If vindictive measures were in any case 
capable of a justification, it could only arise from a comparison with . other 
measures of the same temper ; but even on this principle the removal of Mr. 
Bristow has no plea to support it. 

7. My objections to the appointment of Mr.- Middleton have no relation to 
his personal character or qualifications. Events for which perhaps he alone is 
not answerable have placed him under the censure of this Government, of the 
Hcm'ble Court of Directors, and of the whole East India Company. With the 
unanimous resolution of the Court of Directors and of a general Court of 
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Proprietors to sa^jport mej I shall aot he contradicted when I affirm that the 
whole of his correspondence with the GoTernor-General ongkt to hare beea 
laid before the Board. If this ought to have been done, his refusal to oompljr 
with the req[Xiisition of the Board was a violation of the duty, from which 
nothing less than aa authority superior to ours can acquit him; hut that 
authority has in effect condemned him under such violation of duty. I am hound 
to consider him in the predicament of a man disqualified for public service. 
We cannot employ him without declaring at the same time that direct disobe- 
dience to the lawful orders of Government is no disqualification for employ- 
ment. 

lor these and other reasons, I dissent from the present resolation, and 
protest against it as an act of power without right ; and not only without right, 
hut without a shadow of justice, reason, or expediency to support it. 

Gotee.noi-Geis'E'RAIj, — T hat I may not furnish occasion to the Board for the 
unnecessary waste of time in the further motions which I have to lay before 
the Board, I now deliver them in writing to the Secretary, and I hope that the 
Board will consent to bring their opinions written thereon at our next meeting. 
The motions are as follows— 


The Governor-General’s motion. 

The Board having yet received no accounts of the charge incurred by the 
ISTaboh of Owde in the military establishments which have been formed for the 
service under the eonumand of the Company’s officers, aud as it is highly neces- 
sary to interpose the authority of the Board as a check on such of the servants 
of the Company as may have heen entrusted with the expenditure of the sums 
supplied for that purpose, both to prevent an abuse of the confidence which the 
Nabob has reposed in this Governmeut, and that the discharge of his debt to the 
Company, which is yet very heavy, may not be retarded by the improper appli- 
cation of his treasures. 


The Governor-General moves that Mr. Bristow be directed to transmit to 
the Board immediately an account of all advances which have heen made, 
and money paid whether directly by the Nahoh or immediately through him 
or any other person on the Nabob’s account for the charge of raising and main- 
taining the noilitary establishments which have been formed under the charge 
or command of British officers for the service of the Isfahob of Owde, distin- 
guishing the advances and payments made to each persons ; and that Colonel 
Groddard he directed to call upon every officer and every other persou under 
his command who has at any time received money for the above purposes for 
an account of the expenditure thereof ' with their vouchers, and to transmit 
the same to the Board.' 

The Governor- General also moves that Mr. Brancis !Fowke be recalled from 
Benares and his commission annulled, the express purposes thereof having been 
accomplished. 

Mn. Trancis, — I need not bring my opinion in writing upon either of these 
motions; to the first I make no objection; hut as to the recall of Mr. I?rancis 
Fowke, I know no motive for it ; onthecoutrary, I am satisfied that his presence 
at Benares has heen of signal use in preveutiag the delay of the remittance of 
the tribute, and to my knowledge he has done nothing to incur the displeasure 
of the Board. I cannot therefore consent to his recall. 

Mb. BimwBLn, — The express purposes to which Mr. iFowkewas first appoint- 
ed were the investiture of the Raja and the settling a mode for the remittance 
of his tribute. Eis commission ceased the instant the object of it was' accom- 
plished, and Mr. Fowke ought then to have been remanded to Calcutta. He 
holds no appointment, and therefore it caunot properly he styled a removal. I 
assent therefore to Mr. Bowke’s being called to the Presidency. I likewise assent 
to the Governor-General’s motion for an account of the .■ expenditure of the 
different sums incurred in raising and. fornoing the military establishment at 
first placed under the charge of Captain 'W^ebher as Adjutant-General. 
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General Olavering, — I agree entirely in the Governor-General’s motion 
for calling for the array accounts of the Nabob’s troops under British officers ; and 
though I do not understand what Mr, Barwell means by the expro&slf}!! mder 
the charge of Captain Webber as Adjutant-General, not knowing t^hat heffias liad 
any charge or either receipt or disbursement of money but for the sums that 
he may have received for the forming of his own particular regiment ; and that 
the Board may judge with precision what comparative meidt he may have in 
that with Captain Marsack, who commands the other regiment of cavalry, I heg 
leave to refer to Colonel Goddard’s return of the 15th November last, where it 
will ap[)ear that Captain Marsaek’s regiment is incomplete of horses 559, whereas 
that of Captain Webber is only incomplete 13. I take it for granted that some 
indirect charge is implied under that expression of Mr, Barwell, hut I have* no 
doubt that the accounts when they are received at the Presidency will entirely 
acquit Captain Webber of any appropriation of the Nabob’s money to his own 
use. In regard to the recall of Mr. Powke and the annulling of his office, I 
cannot help considering it a vindictive measure couched under the appearance 
of public service, and therefore dissent to the motion. 

Governor- Gen EBAJ i, — I agree to both motions. 

Resolved that both the motions proposed by the Governor-General be 
carried in the affirmative. The following letters are accordingly written to 
Mr. Bristow, Lieutenant- Colonel Goddard, and Mr, Powke. 


To Ma. Beistow. 

Sir, — Having thought proper to recall you to the Presidency and to restore 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, to the station of Resident at the Yizier’s Court, we 
direct that on his arrival at the said Court you immediately deliver up to liini 
the charge of that appointment and repair to Calcutta. 

In the meantime we direct that you prepare and transmit to us an account 
of all the advances which have been made and money paid, whether directly by 
the Nabob himself immediately through you or any other person on the Nabob’s 
account, for tbe charge of raising and maintaining the military establishments 
which have been formed under the command of British officers for the Na.hob’s 
service, distinguishing the advances and payments made to each person. 

Port William, W’’e are, Soc . 

The 2nd Decemher 1776. J 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Goddard. 

Sib, — Judging it necessary that we should be made acquainted with the 
disbursements of the different sums which have beeu advanced by the Nabob to 
raise and maintain his establishment of forces under British officers, we desire 
that you will call every officer and person under your command who bas at 
any time received money for the above purposes, and require from them an. 
account of the expenditure of such sums, with their vouchers for the same, all 
which you will immediately forward to us. 

Port William, \ We are, &c. 

The 2nd December 1776. S 


To Mr. Francis Fowkb. 

giRj — The objects proposed by your appointment to proceed to Benares b ein g 
now accomplished, we have thought it necessary to annul the commissioa which 
was given you for that purpose. We therefore direct that you retuin to this 
Presidency immediately on receipt hereof. 

Port William, ^ We axe, &c. 

The 2nd December 1776 ) 

525. P D. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 8rh January to 9tli 

March 1778. 


Fort William, the 29th January 1778. 

At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble "Warren Hastings, G-overnor- General, President. 
Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

. Edward Wheler, Esq. 

The Proceedings of the 26th instant, read and approved. 


Received the following letters from Bombay 

Gentlemen, — We have the honor to enclose duplicates of our letters dated 
the 2nd and 7th instant. 

Since then we have received a letter from Mr. William Lewis, Mr. Mostyn’s 
substitute at Poonah, which, being of a very important natui'e, we lose not a 
moment in transmitting you a copy thereof, and of our Resolutions in con- 
sequence. 

We flatter ourselves that after a consideration of all circumstances and of ■ 
the necessity and urgency of the case, which would not admit of the smallest 
delay in our determination, you wdll approve of the encouragement we have 
agreed to give to the party formed in Ragobah’s favour, and that we shall meet 
with your hearty concurrence and support in the measures we may be obliged 
to pursue in consequence. 

You may be assured we shall proceed with the utmost caution and circum- 
spection and upon the best grounds, and advise you as soon as we possibly can 
of what is likely to be the issue of this business. 

In the meantime we have judged it expedient to request the Gentlemen at 
Fort St. George to hold in readiness a body of two hundred European Infantry, 
half a Company of Artillery, and one Battalion of Sepoys to march to Anjengo 
upon the receipt of further advices from us. 

We inclose for your notice copy of a letter from the Nabob Hyder Ally to 
our Resident at Onore. We have to observe that we supplied him with the 
musquets therein mentioned by permission from the Hon’ble Company for the 
purchase of pepper and sandal- wood in his dominions. 

It is a certain fact that Monsieur Pascoal du Santy charged with dispatches 
for the French Ministry found means to get a passage from Surat about the 
20th of last month in a dingey bound to Muscat from whence he might easily 
proceed to Europe by the way of Geain and Aleppo, he was accompanied by the 
Secrkary to the French Consul at Surat. 

We are, &o., 
William Hornby. 

John Carnao. 

P. Draper. 

T. Mostyn. 

N. Staokhoitse. 

Wm. Ashbernei;, 

Andr. Ramsay. 
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The Govebnor-Genbeal, — The minute which I delivered to be recorded 
at our last consultation is of course rendered of no consequence. Though I 
may regret the loss of so much time as I have bestowed upon itj yet I shall be 
much better pleased, if the plan, which fortune has thrown into the hands of the 
President and Council of Bombay shall be attended with a better effect than 
one formed on defective materials under the disadvantage of so remote a situ- 
ation. The uncertainty of the events which might take place before it could 
produce its effect, and the necessity of a peremptory decision instead of a 
negociation, from which this Government is irn mediately precluded, and which 
under the circumstances supposed at the time in which it was written it could 
not with propriety entrust to the Presidency of Bombay, whose sentiments 
differed very essentially from the principles on which it was to be conducted. 
The letter now before the Board advises us of the first suggestion of a plan, the 
execution of which may have taken place long before this. It may have been 
attended with immediate and decisive success. It may have succeeded imme- 
diately in the first object which was to conduct Eagoba to Poona, but may have 
entailed along series of consequences which will eventually involve this Govern- 
ment. At aE events much depends on the Resolutions of this Government. The 
acts of the Gentlemen at Bombay will have no validity, nor will any confidence 
be placed in their engagements unless they are ratified by the controlling 
power which is vested in the Governor-General and Council of Bengal. The 
subject itself therefore necessarily demands that our Resolutions upon it should 
be immediate and that they should be decisive. It is equally necessary for the 
information of the Court of Directors, who of course will form their measures 
on the line which we shall have previously laid down or at least on a principal 
attention to it, that the ship now under dispatch should convey to them the 
knowledge of our Resolutions. For this purpose, and to prevent the loss of time in 
a- loose Debate, I have formed all the points which appear to me necessary for our 
present deliberation and determination into distinct questions Others perhaps 
may occur. In the meantime I shall now propose these to the. Board. 

1st Question . — Is it the opinion of the Board that the President and 
Council of Bombay dre warranted by the Treaty of Poorunder to join in a plan 
for conducting Eagonath Row to Poona on the application of the ruling part of 
the administration of the Mahratta State ? 

2nd Question . — Is it the opinion of the Board that the President and 
Council of Bombay are either bound, or warranted by the orders of the Court 
of Directors to give their support to the pretentions of Eagonath Row if they 
can afford it without a violation of the Treaty ? 

drd Question . — Is it the Resolution of the Board that they approve the 
plan which the President and Council of Bombay have agreed to form 
with the Mahratta Government as explained in their letter now before the 
Board ? 

4th Question . — Is it the Resolution of the Board that its sanction shall be 
given to the plan which the President and Council of Bombay have agreed to 
form with the Mahratta Government as expressed in tlieir letter now before the 
Board, and that it will authorize the President and Council of Bombay to 
carry the same into execution by such means as they shall judge most advis- 
able, provided these shall be such as are consistent with the Treaty and with 
the orders of the Company ? 

5th Question. ~--1 b it the Resolution of the Board that the Treaty of 
Poorunder not bindihg the Company to take any part in the disputes of the 
Mahratta Government, the Company is tliercfore entitled to such further 
advantages as may be obtained by negociation as a compensation for the 
hazard and expence of their interposition and assistance ? 

6th Question . — Is it. the opinion and Resolution of the Board that the 
following axe proper objects to he required, and that it shall be recommended 
to the President and Council of Bombay to require them as a compensation for 
the Company’s interposition, viz . : — 

Isi. ^That such reasonable and practicable security bo obtained for the 
. safety of llagonath Row as he shall rc^quiro. 
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•That a specific sum be required to reimburse the Company for the 
Military charges which may be incurred by their interposition. 

■That the Tort and district of Basseen, be ceded in perpetuity to the 
Company. 

That an additional grant of territory be made to the Company 
adjacent to Basseen or to Bombay in exchange for Baroach ; and 
the lands ceded to the Company by Tuttah Sing Guicowar, 
and for the Pergunnahs of Hansoodj Ahmood and Desbora. 

5th. — That no European settlements shall be allowed on any of the mari- 
time coasts of the Mahratta Dominions without the consent of 
the Governor- General and Council of Bengal previously obtained. 

7th Question. — Is it the Resolution of the Board that the President and 
Council of Bombay shall be supplied with money independent of the ordinary 
and annual supply, and to what amount ? 

Sth Question. — Is it the Resolution of the Board that any Military 
assistance shall be sent to the President and Council of Bombay ? 

Mr. Wheler acquaints the Board that he is not prepared to give his 
opinion on these questions and wishes to be allowed time to consider them. 

Mr. Erancis. — Not knowing what specific propositions might be laid 
before the Board, I came prepared to deliver my opinion on that, which I sup- 
posed would be the general question for our determination. I believe it w'ill 
be found to include an answer to moat of the questions stated by the Governor ; 
and for that reason I .am ready to record it in this place. At the same time, 
though my general opinion is formed, I could wish to have an opportunity of 
giving particular consideration to each of the questions before us, with the 
reasons of my assent or dissent ; but this, I conceive, cannot be done by every 
Member of the Board in the course of one day. The Board will be pleased to 
observe that the minute I am going to deliver in has no direct relation to the 
Governor’s propositions, as I had not seen them. 

Mr. Erancis’ s Minute. — I feel myself equally pressed by the importance 
of the question before us, and by the very short time I have had to coosider it. 
My opinion of it, however, is formed on principles hei’etofore carefully weighed 
and deliberately, adopted, and which no new fact, belonging particulaidy to 
present circumstances, has induced me to depart from. I shall lay it before 
the Board without any other introduction, but to request their indulgence for 
any irregularity in the form or inaccuracy in the expression. I would propose 
that the Board should protest, as I mean to do for myself separately, against 
the Resolutions of the Presidency of Bombay communicated to us in their 
letter of the 12th December last, for the following reasons : — 

1st. — Because their resolving to join with a party in the Mahratta Govern- 
ment in measures tending to engage the Company in a war, or their entering 
into engagements to that effect as they declare they will do instantly on 
receiving an application from the persons who are supposed to form the above 
party, without the consent and approbation of this Council first had and 
obtained, is against law. 

2nd , — Because it is equally against the Company’s instructions in their 
general letters, of April 1777, by which the expediency of any future alliance 
with Ragoba is expressly left to our determination ? 

Srd . — Because it is a violation of the 9th and 10th Articles of the Treaty 
concluded between the Governor- General and Council and the Paishwa. 

4th. — Because such violation of public Treaty between two States is not . 
to be justified by the reasons assigned for it, viz., “ that a number of individuals 
in one of those States are inclined to engage in measures subversive of all or 
any of the stipulations of such public Treaty and have privately applied for 
assistance in carrying such measures into execution.” 

5th. — Because even the evidence of such a disposition in the persons 
alluded to, appears to us very uncertain and defective, being no inore than a 

569 


Qnd . — 
3rd.— 
4th . — 



4 


private verbal message from them to Mr. Mostyn’s substitute at Poona meant 
perhaps for no other purpose but to discover our intentions with respect to 
Ragoba, and which they may disavow at their pleasure. 

Qtk . — Because there are no proofs before us to warrant our giving credit 
to an assertion so improbable as that Sacaram Baboo (whose letters to the 
Governor have been constantly, and are to this time filled with complaints 
against the noh-executicn of the Treaty, and particularly of the protection 
given to Ragoba) should voluntarily enter into private engagements to restore 
Ragoba to the Regency, and solicit the assistance of the Presidency of Bombay 
for that purpose. 

7 ^^. — Because, admitting that a party has been formed to support the 
pretensions of Ragoba, such party is either strong enough to accomplish their 
purpose without our assistance, consequently our interference is unnecessary ; 
or, if their own strength be in itself unequal to the enterprize they will then 
want an immediate and continued support which the Presidency of Bombay 
is in no condition to give them. In their letters of the 7th December they tell 
us “ that their European Battalions are greatly deficient of their proper com- 
plement which they have no means or prospect of completing, and that not- 
withstanding they give every encouragement, it is very difficult to raise good 
Sepoys on that coast; that they are unable to co-operate with the other 
Presidencies in case of an attack upon either of them ; that, limited as their 
power is, and unprovided as they are with resources, they cannot exert them- 
selves as the occasion requires ; they can do no more than represent their 
situation and circumstances to us.” It follows, then, that the Resolution of 
the Bombay Presidency, to carry Ragoba to Poona, may involve us in a war, 
in which the safety of our possessions on the Malabar Coast may be immediately 
hazarded, and which can in no way be supported hereafter, but by supplies of 
men and money from Bengal. 

8th . — Because it is at all times the duty of this Council to give their 
utmost attention to the preservation of peace in India ; but, at this conjunc- 
ture, more particularly than at any other, while a considerable part of the 
National Eorce is employed in America, and while the apprehension of a 
war with Prance and Spain hangs over the Councils of the Nation. 

9th . — Because the requisition made by the Presidency of Bombay to that 
of Port St. George for a body of troops, for any purpose but that of immediate 
self-defence, without our consent and approbation, appears to us highly 
irregular, and its consequences dangerous, as it tends to defeat the intention 
of the Legislature in the institution of this Council, and to make it impossible 
for us to provide for the safety of the British Empire in India, by any general 
plan of action, as long as the respective disposition of the forces of each of the 
other Presidencies is liable to be altered, without our knowledge or consent. 

Because the Resolutions, taken by the Presidency of Bombay, not 
only stand in direct contradiction to the authorities and engagements herein- 
before recited ; but more especially to the instructions of this Council, unani- 
mously agreed to on the 18th August last, which they appear to have totally 
disregarded, and which it is our duty to support and insist on. I desire the 
second paragraph of that letter may be read, which is as follows, viz. : — 

“ The first point has undoubtedly afforded just cause of offence and 
jealousy to the Mahratta Government. We wish that Ragoba had been induced 
to accept the terms of conciliation, lately afforded to him by the Ministers, to 
reside at Benares wdth a jaghir of five lakhs of rupees per annum in the 
neighbourhood of Calpee. These conditions, though they effectually removed 
the objections formerly made by Ragoba against the terms secured for him by 
the Treaty, were excepted to by him on account of the difficulty of proceeding 
to^ Benares from the danger that he thought his person would be exposed to in 
a journey by land through the Mahratta Dominions and his religious scruples 
against a voyage by sea.” 

“We can see no reason to doubt that the presence of Ragoba at Bombay 
will continue to be an insuperable bar to the completion of the Treaty con- 
cluded with the Mahratta Government, nor can any sincere cordiality and good 
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understanding “be established rrith them, as long as he shall appear to derive 
encouragement and support from the English. On the contrary, we think that 
although it may not furnish sufficient grounds for the actual renewal of 
hostilities, it will so far estrange the minds of the Ministers at least as to 
compel them to form connections to the disadvantage of the British Govern- 
ment, so that notwithstanding the forms of a reconciliation should exist, neither 
party will benefit by the effects of it. We therefore think it incumbent upon 
us to recommend to your most mature consideration the dangerous effects of 
your persisting still to continue that protection to Ragoba, and to desire that you 
will do all that lies in your power to remove the obstacle which oppose his 
departure from Bombay. Eor this purpose, we think that he should be required 
to make choice either of a journey by land, if Tuokojee Holecar and Madajee 
Sindia will give proper security to conduct him in safety which we have been 
assured they would do, or of a voyage by sea which might be accomplished 
without affecting his religious purity, if he were accommodated with a vessel 
fitted out and manned immediately under his orders, and by persons of his own 
sect, to be accompanied by one of the Company’s Marine vessels for his pro- 
tection. If both these expedients should be rejected by Ragoba, we must 
naturally conclude that it is not his intention to part with his present 
asylum; but that the objections which he has started to the terms proposed 
to him are mere pretexts, and on this ground we repeat our injunctions that 
he be positively required to quit the Company’s dependencies, as we shall hold 
you responsible for all the consequences of continuing the Company’s protec- 
tion to him after such a refusal on his part.” 

If the Board should agree in the preceding resolutions, I am of opinion 
that a copy of them should, be sent to the President and Council of Bombay 
with an additional declaration that we deem them solely responsible to the 
Company and the Nation for all the consequences of the measures they have 
taken, or may take, on this occasion, without our consent and approbation ; and 
that, whereas they have not yet demanded of us any specific supply either of 
men or money to support the execution of the above measures, we are deter- 
mined that whatever assistance we may be compelled to give them by the 
necessity of defending the Company’s possessions on that coast, shall be strictly 
confined to the object of defence, and that we will never encourage or 
support any plan of operations calculated to carry the Company’s arms beyond 
that line, without our consent and approbation first had and obtained, or with- 
out the express and specific orders of the Company to that effect; that, when 
we receive the further advices, which they promise to give us, of what is likely - 
to be the issue of this business, we shall communicate to them our opinions 
and resolutions thereupon. 

(Sd.) P. Prancis. 


Mr. BarwbIjIi. — I am ready to give my opinion directly on the questions 
proposed from the Chair, but as it would be out of rule to give my vote upon 
the several points that are under consideration before the sentiments of the 
other Members are delivered, I shall wait their leisure. The general question 
on which Mr. Erancis supposed the debate would naturally turn, and which he 
supposes to include an answer to the questions before the Board may be 
proper, abstractedly considered with the circumstances that must decide 
the political measures of every Government. The political intercourse 
between nations is not to be summarily pronounced upon. The variety of 
interests which combine and lead to the greatest objects ought not to be left 
unattended to, for speculative systems of peace when every instance that comes 
before us upon the fairest discussion strongly speaks a disposition in those 
whom we may regard our friends actuated by the most hostile intentions. I 
mean not to free the Bombay Government from entire blame in the course of 
their proceedings, since the ratification of the Treaty of Proonder. But it is 
evident to me that they would not have stood exculpated to the Company or 
the Nation, had they declined under that Treaty to answer the expectations of 
the public, and availed themselves of the favorable circumstances that were 
48S P. D. 
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presented. I profess (however much I may wish to see a system prevail in 
India that may ensure the public tranquillity of it) I hy no means concur in 
any plan that simply professes the object which, while it sows the seeds of 
future trouble, the Treaty of Proonder and the acknovyledgment of the 
Ministerial Government with the measures adopted professing an object they 
did not secure is now at a crisis, the Government itself, I may say, invites us to 
a settlement of their own dissensions, and though they are called a party of 
individuals, the opposite is but one single man who was concerned in the 
Treaty, and he to protect himself is forming connections with the French ; that 
the party inviting Bagoba are not strong enough to introduce him to power is 
not to be imagined from their calling in a Foreign aid. The example seems to 
have been set them from the weakest faction and the alarm taken at the in- 
trigues of that faction to introduce the French to have determined those who 
have the ruling influence. These observations are hastily made, and I desire 
they may meet with that allowance which the expression of thoughts that have 
arisen on the instant have a claim to. I shall possibly take a future occasion 
of delivering my sentiments more fully on this important subject. 

Agreed that the consideration of this business be postponed till Mon- 
day next. 


Secret Dept., 
Monday. 


Fort William, the 2nd February 1778. 
At A COTJNCIl, PRESENT : 


The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor^ General, Fresident, 
Bichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Whbleb, Esq. 


. Read and approved the Proceedings of the 39th ultimo. 

Reconsidered the subject of the last Consultation. 

Read the questions therein proposed by the Governor-General. 

Mr. Wheler delivers in the following Minute 

1st . — It being agreed by the 12th Article of the Treaty, concluded 
between the Company and the Mahratta State, 1st May 1776, that " no 
assistance is to be given by the English to Bagonath Bow, or to any subjects or 
servants who may cause disturbances or rebellion in the Mahratta Dominions,” 
I do not think that the President and Council of Bombay are warranted by the 
Treaty of Proonder to join in a plan for. conducting Bagonath Bow to Poona, 
nor can I agree with the Governor and Council of Bombay “ that the application 
of Sacoram Baboo, Morabee, Furnessee, Batcheba, Pundur, Tolhagee Holker, 
may certainly with the utmost justice be considered as an application from the 
Mahratta State, and treated accordingly,” because those persons, be their station 
and influence what it may, can only be considered as constituting a party in 
the State, in opposition to another party headed (as it appears from the 
Bombay Proceedings) by Nanna Furnessee, and I do not think that we are 
warranted by the Treaty of Proonder to take a part in the divisions of that 
Government. 

2nd . — In giving my opinion on the 2nd question, I must first observe 
that I entirely disapprove the conduct of the Governor and Council of 
Bombay in coming to a resolution which may, if the conditions of it are 
complied with by the other contracting party, involve their Government and 
all the.British possessions in India in a war with the Mahratta State ; and this 
without first receiving the sanction of our Board, as required by the late Act of 
Parliament. I differ from the President and Council of Bombay in thinking 
that the urgency of the case would admit of no delay, “ And that there was an 
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imminent and absolute necessity of some measures being taken to prevent the 
French from getting a footing in the Mabratta Country.” Their own proceed- 
ings state no facts to prove such immediate interference on the part of the 
French, but express their suspicions only of an agreement being made by the 
Chevalier St. Lubin with Nanna Furnessee, and of an express having been sent 
to Europe in consequence. It follows then, even on the President and 
Council’s own state of the argument, that they have had the same opportunity 
as the French Agent to make representations to Europe of such negociations, 
and that even admitting them to take full effect there (which I hold to be 
very doubtful) the Company will have time to take measures at home in con- 
sequence, and to transmit their instructions for the guidance of their servants 
abroad ; and it follows still more strongly that the Governor and Council of 
Bombay were not so pressed in point of time, but they might have made 
application to this Board accompanied with full representations of the state of 
affairs, and received our instructions accordingly. I do not therefore think that 
the President and Council of Bombay are either bound, or warranted by the 
orders of the Court of Directors, to give their support to the pretensions of 
llagonath Bow, even if they could effect it, without a -violation of the Treaty; 
as the consent of this Board, as directed by the Act of Parliament was 
necessary to be first bad and obtained. 

Brd . — It is true that the Company do, in their general letter of 
the 5th of February 1777, say, “ that if the conditions of the Treaty of 
Poona, have not been strictly fulfilled on the part of the Mahrattas, and if 
from any circumstances you shall deem it expedient, we shall have no objec- 
tion to an alliance with Ragoba, on the terms agreed on between him and the 
Governor and Council of Bombay,” yet in all their former orders, though they 
express the strongest desheto obtain Salsette they sti'ictly prohibit the Governor 
and Council from taking possession of it by force, under any circumstances 
whatever, without first obtaining their permission for that purpose. And even 
according to the terms of the order first quoted, although the Treaty should 
not be strictly complied with, yet the sanction for our making an alliance with 
Ragoba depends, on our deeming the circumstances expedient, which from the 
incomplete state of the Company’s forces upon the Bombay Establishment, 
from the total inability of their Treasury to support in any degree, the expence 
of a Mahratta war, from the danger and difficulty of affording them assistance 
from Fort St. George in case the measures, which the Governor and Council of 
Bombay have adopted should terminate in a rupture with the Mahrattas, and 
from the still greater hazard of transporting troops from hence, added to the 
ruinous consequences that must follow from draining this Treasury to support a 
war in a part of India so remote from hence, and the uncertainty of affairs in 
Europe which require every precaution on our part to avoid even the risque of 
adding to the embarrassments of Government, I am of opinion from strong and 
urgent reasons why an alliance with Ragoba, or any interference in the 
Divisions of the Mahratta State, is at this particular time dangerous and 
inexpedient, and in which if the party we espouse succeed in their views, the 
advantages are small and uncertain. If they fail, the whole burthen of a war 
with the Dnited Mahratta State must fall on the Company, and perhaps be 
extended to all their possessions, the consequences of which are too obvious to' 
make it necessary to point them out, and cannot he thought of without the 
deepest concern. 

4th . — As the plan proposed by the Governor and Council of Bom- 
bay, appears to me neither consistent with the Treaty or conformable to the 
orders of the Company, I cannot give my consent to it. 

5th . — I think the Treaty of Proonder is binding to the Company, 
not to take any part in the disputes with the Mahratta Government : as by the 
12th Article it is agreed that no assistance is to be given by the English to 
Ragonath Row, or to any subject or servant of the Peshaw’s, who may cause 
disturbances or rebellion in the Mahratta Dominions. 

Consequently, the future advantages which may be obtained by negocia- 
tion must neither expose the Company on the one hand to the precarious 
events of a war, nor the Mahrattas on the other to the hazard of internal 
revolutions. 
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Qiji As provision for and personal security to Eagonath Eow are 

imnlyed in the 9th Article of the Treaty of Proonder, I can have no 
obiection to that part of the Governor-General’s question, nor that a specific 
sum he required to reimburse the Company for Military charges. Except that 
I object to Military, operations being adopted. 

If Bassein can he obtained on the terms mentioned in my answer to the 
5th question proposed by the Governor-General, I shall most certainly give my 
assent to it, hut not otherwise, neither shall I object to an additional grant of 
land to he made to the Company adjacent to Bassein or to Bombay, in 
exohano-e for Baroach and the lands ceded to the Company by Eutteh Sing and 
for the Pergunnahs of Hans wood, Aumood and Desborah, if it can be obtained 
in like manner ; neither have I any objections to the restriction prescribed by 
the Governor-General on Europeans settling upon the maritime coast of the 
Mahratta Dominions without the consent of the Governor-General and Council 
of Bengal previously had and obtained. 

I am of opinion that the President and Council of Bombay 

shall have the usual supply of money from this Presidency and no more. 

8th.— It the President and Council of Bombay shall (involve them- 
selves in a war with the Mahrattas, I am of opinion that they will require 
Military assistance, and that we must of necessity support them as far as we 
can with safety, but I am against furnishing them with the means of war. 

(Sd.) Edward Wheler. 


The 2nd February 1778- 


Mr. Francis delivers his sentiments in a Minute as follows 

Mb. Pbancis. — To the five first questions proposed by the Governor- 
General, I beg leave to state two general objections, which, if I meant to insist 
on them, would, I think, justify me in declining to give any answer to 
questions so stated. The first is, that they do not bring directly into our view 
the great general question, with all its consequences of approbation or dis- 
approbation of the measures resolved on at Bombay, that is of peace or war ; 
hut rather tend to anticipate the decision of that question by engaging the 
Board in a series of preliminary resolutions, of which we might not see the 
extent and ultimate result. I do not, however, impute this intention to Mr. 
Hastings. On the contrary, I acknowledge his candour in hot insisting on the 
form of debate prescribed by the questions, and agreeing to receive the opinion 
of each Member in any manner he thought proper. 

My second objection is, that each of the five first q^uestions supposes some 
proposition to be taken for granted, the truth or possibility of which I do not 
admit. But, this failing, the question of course is annihilated — 

1st. — I deny that the application herein stated has been made hy the 
ruling part of the Mahratta State. If it has, and if they are the ruling part^ 
they can reinstate Eagoba without our assistance. At all events, the Presi- 
dency of Bombay are not warranted by the Treaty of Poorunder to join in the 
plan. 

2nd. — I deny the possibility of their giving their support to the pretensions 
of Eagoba, without a violation of the Treaty, which expressly declares that, 
if he refuses to disband his army, we are to withdraw our forces, and are not 
to assist him.’* But, independent of the Treaty, the Presidency of Bombay 
are neither bound nor warranted by the Company’s orders to engage in such a 
measure, the expediency of which is expressly left to our determination alone, 
by the 25th paragraph of the Company’s letter to us of the 5th of Febru- 
ary 1777. 

%rd. — No plan is mentioned in the Bombay letter, nor does any seem to 
have been formed with the Mahratta Government, unless the Eesolution to 
carry Eagoba to Poona be understood in that sense. 
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4th . — The substance of the 3rd question seems to be included in the 4th. 
I deem it impossible to carry into execution the measure proposed by the 
Presidency of Bombay, of conducting Ragoba to Poona, consistently with the 
Treaty, or with the orders of the Company, who have acquiesced in it. To 
both these questions, generally taken, my answer is in the negative. 

5th . — In any treaty whatever, the contracting parties are undoubtedly 
entitled to as many advantages as they can obtain by negociation. But 
adhering as I do to the principles of that fundamental plan of policy, by 
which the Company themselves have limited their views on the Malabar .Coast, 
and guided by the experience of former times and similar transactions, I do 
not admit that any advantages, we can promise ourselves from a treaty with 
Ragoba, can compensate for the hazard and expence of engaging in an offen- 
sive war in his support. But as this question cannot be more pointedly 
answered than in the words of the Court of Directors themselves, I beg leave 
to adopt and make use of them. 

In their letter to Bombay of the 12th of April 1775, they say : “ There is 
no part of your conduct more reprehensible than that of engaging, loithout 
absolute necessity, in military expeditions. The consequences of your pro- 
ceedings are embarrassing in the highest degree, and, after succeeding against 
the place {Broach), it is mortifying to observe that our affairs are in a much 
worse situation than they were before those expeditions were undertaken.” 

6lh . — ^Having given a negative to the interposition itself, I need not con- 
sider what terms ought to be required as a compensation for it. With respect to 
Bassein, I shall be at all times ready and desirous to concur in measures for 
obtaining it, because I know it is a favorite object with the Company ; but it 
must be on the footing of amicable negociation, by exchange or purchase. 

As for myself, I confess my opinion of the benefit of obtaining Bassein 
is much altered by what I have seen of Salsette. This place, so fa,r from pro- 
ducing the extraordinary advantages expected from it, I believe, does not pay 
its expences, and this, I am convinced, will be the fate of every acquisition we 
make on the Malabar Coast. 

7th.— '^o. 

8th. — No. 

I beg leave to add that I entirely adopt and subscribe to the arguments 
urged by Mr. Wheler, deeming them a strong confirmation of my own opinion. 


Ms. BabwbiiL. — S upposing the questions proposed by the Governor- 
General to be regularly put, I shall go through them progressively. 


Questions. 

1. Is it the opinion of the Board 
that the President and Council of 
Bombay are warranted by the Treaty 
of Proonder to join in a plan for 
conducting Bagonath Row to Poona, 
on the application of the ruling part 
of the administration of the Mah- 
ratta State ? 

2. Is it the opinion of the Board 
that the President and Council of 
Bombay are warranted by the orders 
of the Court of Directors to give 
their support to the pretensions of 
Ragonath Row, if they can afford it 
without a violation of the Treaty ? 

575 


Answers. 
Most certainly. 


The orders of the Company are 
such that I do not think their Gov- 
ernments in India can decline under 
present circumstances to aid the pre- 
tensions of Bagonath Row. 
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3. Is it tlie Hesolution of the 
Board that they approve the plan 
Tvhich the President and Council of 
Bombay have agreed to form with 
the Mahratta Government as explain- 
ed in their letter now before the 
Board ? 


4. Is it the Hesolution of the 
Board that its sanction shall be given 
to the plan which the President and 
Council of Bombay have agreed to 
form with the Mahratta Government 
as expressed in their letter now before 
the Board, and that it will authorize 
the President and Council of Bombay 
to carry the same into execution by 
such means as they shall judge most 
advisable, provided these shall be 
such as are consistent with the Treaty 
and wth the orders of the Company ? 

5. Is it the Resolution of the 
Board that the Treaty of Proonder 
not binding the Company to take any 
part in the disputes of the Mahratta 
Government ? The Company is there- 
fore entitled to such further advan- 
tages as may be obtained by negooia- 
tion as a compensation for the hazard 
and expence of their interposition 
and assistance. 

6. Is it the opinion and resolution 
of the Board that the following are 
proper objects to be required and that 
it shall be recommended to the Pre- 
sident and Council of Bombay to 
require them for the Company’s inter- 
position ? viz. — 

1st . — That such reasonable and 
practicable security be obtained for 
the personal safety of Ragonath Row 
as he shall require ? 

^d . — That a specific sum be re- 
quired to reimburse the Company for 
the military charges that may he in- 
curred by their interposition ? 


The scene that opens on the west side 
of India may, I think, engage us too 
far ; I mean if it is pursued to the ut- 
most extent and prosecuted with a 
spirit of conquest; but if confined to 
the simple objects of security to the 
English possessions, and the exclusion 
of the natural enemiqs of our Govern- 
ment, there can be no objection to our 
becoming parties to it, and giving full 
sanction to the Bombay Presidency in 
the plan it may adopt for such salutary 
purposes. Beyond these neither present 
necessity nor future safety require, nor 
should be allowed to influence our 
policy. Premising these objects to bound 
the Bombay plan, I acquiesce, but no 
further. And I give the grounds on 
which I found my acquiescence, because 
the views of the Bombay Presidency are 
not laid down with that precision I 
think they ought to have been at a 
crisis so important to the general in- 
terests of the nation. 

I agree to authorize the Bombay 
President to carry into execution their 
plan under the description expressed 
in my reply to the third question, by 
such means as it shall judge most 
advisable. 


The Company have a right to com- 
pensation for the assistance to be given. 


‘ The following are proper objects to 
be obtained : — 


Ist . — ^Personal security to Ragonath 
Row. 


8nd . — A specific sum for the military 
charges. 
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5?’c?.— That the fort and district 
of Bassein. be ceded in perpetuity to 
the Company ? 

4^^.— That an additional grant of 
territory be made to the Company, 
adjacent to Bassein or to Bombay 
in exchange for Broach and the lands 
ceded to the Company by Buttah Sing 
Goicawar and for the purgunnahs of 
Hansood, Ahmood, and Desborah ? 

5th. — That no European settle- 
ments shall be allowed on any of the 
maritime coasts of the Mahratta 
Dominions without the consent of the 
Governor-General and Council of 
Bengal previously obtained ? 

7. Is it the Resolution of the Board 
that the President and Council of 
Bombay shall be supplied with money 
independent of the ordinary and 
annual supply, and to what amount ? 

8. Is it the Resolution of the 
Board that any military assistance 
shall be sent to the President and 
Council of Bombay ? 


3rd . — The fort and district of 
Bassein. 


4th . — Territory adjacent to Bassein 
and Bombay in exchange for Broach. 
The lands ceded by Euttah Sing Goica- 
war, and the pergunnahs of Hansood, 
Ahmood, and Desborah, 


5th . — Consent of the Governor-Gen- 
eral and Council of Bengal to any Euro- 
pean settlements on the Mahratta 
coast. 


The Bombay Presidency should be 
supplied with ten lakhs immediately 
independent of the annual remittance. 


A military force ought to be prepared 
and sent to Bombay without delay. 


The Governor-General. — To the first question I am of opinion that the 
President and Council of Bombay are so far warranted by the Treaty of 
Proonder that they are not precluded from it by joining in a plan for con- 
ducting Ragonath Row to Poona on the application of the ruling part of the 
Mahratta State. 

To the second I am of opinion that the President and Council of Bombay 
are both warranted and bound by the orders of the Court of Directors, and 
particularly by those expressed in the 25th paragraph of their general letter, 
dated the 6th Eebruary 1777, to give their support to the pretensions of 
Ragonath Row if they can afford it without a violation of the treaty. 

To the third I agree with the provisions expressed in Mr. BarwelTs 
answer to this question. 

I agree to the fourth with the same provisions. 

I agree to the fifth. 

I agree to the sixth. 

Agreed to the seventh in the words of Mr. Barwell. 

I agree to the eighth, but shall not myself propose that it be carried into 
execution, until we receive further advices from Bombay, which wiU be 
necessary to warrant it ; but I propose that the Commander-in- Chief be con- 
sulted upon this subject, and that the letter received from Bombay of the 12th 
December and their last military returns with such other parts of their corre- 
spondence as may be necessary for his information on this proposition be com- 
municated to him for that purpose. 

■ ■ ' ' The ojpinion of the Board, ^e. 

1. Resolved that it is the opinion of the Board that the President and 
Council of Bombay are warranted by the Treaty of Proonder to join in a plan 
for conducting Ragonath Row to Poona on the application of the ruling part of 
the administration of the Mahratta State. 
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2. Resolred, tiat it is the opinion, of the Board that the President and 
Council of Bombay are warranted by the orders of the Court of Directors to 
give their support to the pretensions of Eagonath Kow if they can afford it 
without a violation of the treaty. 

3. Kesolved, that the plan which the President and Council of Bombay 
have agreed to form with the Mahratta Government as explained in their Pro- 
ceedings of the 10th December, and in their letter of the 12th December 1777, 
he approved. 

4. Resolved, that the sanction of this Government he given to the plan 
which the President and Council have agreed to form with the Mahratta 
Government as above expressed and that they be authorized to carry the same 
into execution by such means as they shall judge most advisable, provided 
these be consistent with the Treaty and the orders of the Court of Directors. 

6. Resolved, that the Company, not being bound by the Treaty of Poorun- 
der to take part in the disputes of the Mahratta Government, are therefore 
entitled to any further advantages that may be obtained by negociation as a 
compensation for the hazard and expence of their interposition and assist- 
ance. 

6. Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board that the following are 
proper objects to be required as a compensation for the interposition of the 
Company and that it be recommended to the President and Council of Bombay 
to obtain them accordingly, viz. : — 

(1) That such reasonable and practicable security be obtained for the 

personal safety of Eagonath Row as he shall require. 

(2) That a specific sum he required to reimburse the Company for the 

military charges which may be incurred by their interposition. 

(3) That the fort and district of Bassein be ceded in perpetuity to the 

Company. 

(4) That an additional grant of territory be made to the Company adjacent 

to Bassein or to Bombay in exchange for Broach and the lands 
ceded to the Company by Puttah Sing Goicowar, and for the 
pergunnahs of Hansood, Ahmood, and Desborah. 

(6) That no European settlements shall be allowed on any of the maritime 
coasts of the Mahratta Dominions without the consent of the 
Governor- General and Council of Bengal previously obtained. 

7. Resolved, that a supply of money to the amount of ten lakhs of rupees 
be immediately granted to the President and Council of Bombay for the 
support of their engagements above mentioned independent of the ordinary 
annual supply to that Presidency. 

8. Resolved, that military assistance shall be sent to the Presidency of 
Bombay. 

In explanation of the grounds of the 8rd resolution the Board think it 
necessary to remark that they understand the plan of the President and 
Council of Bombay to he confined merely to the objects of security to the 
English possessions in India and to the exclusion of the natural enemies of the 
British Government from any influence or connection with the Mahrattas. 

Resolved, that the above resolutions be immediately transmitted to 
Bombay by express JPattamars with the following letter ; — 

To Bombay. — 

Gentlemen, — We have received your letters of the 7th, 12th, and 17th 
December. 

Haying taken the last of these letters with your Proceedings which accom- 
panied it into our fullest consideration, we have agreed to sundry distinct 
resolutions upon the general subjects of them, a copy of which we transmit to 
you for your authority and guidance. 
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At the same time that we refer you to these for our reply to your letter we 
must request that you will attend particularly to the following explanation of 
the circumstances and considerations on which they have been formed. 

We have supposed that your intentions were to act in concert with tlio 
Mahratta Government to assist in composing its intestine divisions at the parti- 
cular solicitations of its chief Minister and by means of such a policy to pre- 
vent the growth ef an influence dangerous to the Company’s interests to defeat 
the intentions of a party adverse to the Company and to promote the security 
of the Company’s possessions. In this view we give our assent and sanction to 
the plan which you propose to engage in making it an express condition of our 
concurrence that you restrict your operations merely to the objects so required 
and defined and that you withdraw your forces as soon as these shall be fully 
accomplished. 

Eort William, ) We are, &c. . 

The 2iid February 1778 _) 


The Governor-General delivers in the following minute : — 

Govebnor-Gbnbbal. — Mr. Francis having drawn up objections to the 
resolution of the President and Council of Bombay, in the form of a protest, 
with his reasons, stated in distinct articles, I have thought it proper to copy 
his minute entire, and to insert my reply opposite to each corresponding 
passage for the better comprehension of the several arguments contained 
in both. 


I would propose that the Board 
should protest, as I mean to do for 
myself separately, against the resolu- 
tion of the Presidency of Bombay, 
communicated to us in their letter of 
the 12th December last, for the 
following reasons : — 

1. Because their resolving to join 
with a party in the Mahratta Gov- 
ernment in measures tending to 
engage the Company in a war, or 
their entering into engagements to 
that effect, as they declare they will 
do instantly on receiving an applica- 
tion from the persons who are sup- 
posed to form the above party, with- 
out the consent and approbation of 
this Council first had and obtained, is 
against law. 


I cannot agree to the motion made 
by Mr. Francis for protesting against 
the resolutions of the President and 
Council of Bombay, because I approve 
of those resolutions for the reasons 
which will occur in the following 
answers to Mr. Francis’s objections: — 

1. This is a partial construction of 
the Act of Parliament which admits of 
two exceptions from the general pro- 
hibition, That no doubt may be left 
upon this case, I will quote the clause 
of the Act at large, which Mr. Francis 
alludes to in pronouncing the resolu- 
tion of the Presidency at Bombay to 
be against law. It is as follows : — 

” And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, that the said Gov- 
ernor-General and Council, or the 
major part of them, shall have, and 
they are hereby authorised to have, 
power of superintending and controul- 
ling the Government and management 
■of the Presidencies of Madras, Bombay, 
and Bencoolen, respectively, so far and 
in so much as that it shall not be law- 
ful for any President and Council of 
Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the 
time being, to make any orders for 
commencing hostilities, or declaring, 
or making war, against any Indian 
princes, or powers, or for negotiating 
or concluding any treaty of peace, or 
other treaty with any such Indian 
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2. Because it is equally against 
the Company’s instructions, in their 
general letter of April 1777, by which 
the expediency of any future alliance 
with Ragoba is expressly left to our 
determination. 


princes or powers, without the consent 
and approbation of the said Gorernor- 
General and Council first had and 
obtained, except in such cases of immi- 
nent necessity as would render it dan- 
gerous to postpone such hostilities or 
treaties until the orders from the 
Governor-General and Council might 
arrive. And except in such cases where 
the said Presidents and Councils res- 
pectively shall have received special 
orders from the said United Company.” 

The Resolution of the Presidency of 
Bombay was formed in such a case of 
imminent necessity as would have 
rendered it dangerous to postpone the 
execution of it till the orders from this 
Council might arrive. A treaty con- 
cluded near two years ago, yet un- 
accomplished, and the grounds of a 
hostile alliance formed by one of the 
parties to the treaty, Ballajee Pundit, 
between the Mahratta State and the 
Crown of Prance, such were the dan- 
gers impending over the President 
and Council of Bombay. A measure 
was offered to their choice by which 
these dangers might be removed and 
averted, and it was in its nature such 
as required their instant acceptance or 
refusal, for it would have been im- 
possible to have kept a design, planned 
by one of the two ruling parties in the 
Mahratta administration, to dispossess 
the other, in suspense and secrecy, till 
it could be communicated to the Gover- 
nor-General and Council of Bengal, 
and receive their sanction for its execu- 
tion. No other expedient could have 
occurred which could promise so effec- 
tually to reconcile the differences sub- 
sisting between the Governments of 
Poona and Bombay, nor which, if suc- 
cessful, could with certainty prevent 
the effects of the Prench intrigues. It 
was therefore a case of equal danger 
and necessity, and such as justified the 
resolution taken upon it by that Presi- 
dency on its own separate authority. 

2. The Company’s instructions to 
which this passage refers are contained 
in the 26th paragraph of their general 
letter of the 5th Pebruary 1777, which 
runs as follows : — 

‘*You cannot but observe that we 
have hitherto supposed the affairs of 
Ragoba are rendered desperate, and that 
the Ministers at Poona maintain their 
groundi and constitute at present the 
Mahratta Government. We are never- 


680 



15 


3. Because it is a violation of the 
9th and 10th articles of the Treaty 

581 


theless of opinion that an alliance 
originally with Ragoba would have 
been more for the honour and advan- 
tage of the Company and more likely 
to be lasting than that concluded at 
Poona. His pretensions to the supreme 
authority, either in his own right, or as 
guardian to the infant Peshwa, appear 
to us better founded than those of his 
competitors, and therefore if the con- 
ditions of the Treaty of Poona have 
not been strictly fulfilled on the part of 
the Mahrattas, and if from any circum- 
stances you shall deem it expedient, we 
have no objection to an alliance with 
Ragoba, in the terms agreed upon 
between him and the Governor and 
Council of Bombay.” 

These instructions were immediately 
addressed to the Governor-General and 
Council, as they related to a point 
depending on their general controul, 
but must be supposed to include the 
same exceptions as the prohibitory 
clause above quoted in the Act of 
Parliament. The same sentiments are 
expressed in the General letter of the 
16th of April, 1777 to Bombay, and 
almost in the same terras, without any 
direct restriction of them to the exclu- 
sive authority of the Governor-General 
and Council, which it is not probable 
that the Company would have omitted 
had it been intended to hind the Presi- 
dent and Council of Bombay in the 
execution of them, further than they 
were already hound by the Act of Par- 
liament. Disobedience of orders neces- 
sarily implies the existence of orders, 
Those supposed in the present case must 
he orders forbidding an alliance with 
Ragoba, hut the declaration made of 
orders given to the Governor-General 
and Council of Bengal to form an 
alliance with Ragoba cannot possibly 
admit the construction of orders given 
to the Presidency of Bombay not to 
form an alliance with him. The 
resolution therefore of that Presidency, 
so far as it tends to the formation of an 
alliance with Ragoba, is not a dis- 
obedience of orders, nor, to ■ use Mr. 
Francis’s words, is it “ against the Com- 
pany’s instructions.” On the contrary, I 
am of opinion that the general tenor of 
their instructions, the urgency of the 
occasion, and the legal latitude allowed 
them, amount by their combined weight 
to an obligation on the President and 
Council of Bombay to act in such a 
case as they have done. 

3. The 10th and 12th articles, which 
I suppose to be here meant, express 
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concluded bet’ween the Governor- that the English shall withdraw their 
General and Council and the Peshwa. forces from, llagonath Row, and that 

they shall not assist him, that is, that 
they shall not take his part against the 
Mahratta Government, as the 12th arti- 
cle expresses in terms. But if that 
Government itself adopts the party of 
Ragonath Row, and solicits the assist- 
ance of the English in his behalf, it can 
never be inferred from their compliance 
that they are guilty of a violation of the 
Treaty. It will be remembered that the 
only persons who have signed the Treaty 
on the part of the Mahrattas are Succa- 
ram Pundit and Ballajee Pundit, not 
as principals, but as the professed re- 
presentatives of the Peshwa who is yet 
an infant. Of these, Succamm Pundit is 
acknowledged to be the superior, being 
by office the Dewan. To him only all 
our first letters were written, and 
Colonel Upton*s credentials were ad- 
dressed, as to the person in whom the 
■ legal administration was vested. By the 
constitution of all Indian Governments 
the executive power is always held by 
the hands of a single man. The person 
of the Peshwa, and his seal, by which 
all acts of Government are authenti- 
cated, are in the possession of Succaram 
Pundit, whose acts are therefore the 
regular acts of Government, whilst the 
members of it continue divided. He is 
supposed to have invited the Presidency 
of Bombay to unite with him in giving 
assistance to Ragonath Row, and we 
liave received assurances from that 
Presidency that they will not comply 
with the invitation until they shall 
receive the due evidence of its authenti- 
city. Their assistance of course will be 
granted equally to the Mahratta State 
as to Ragonath Row and to the Peshwa, 
the actual ruler of the Mahratta State. 
It is not therefore a violation of the 
Treaty concluded between “ the Gover- 
nor-General and Council, and the 
Peshwa.” 

4. Because such violation of a public 4. This objection appears to me to 
Treaty between two States is not to consist in a simple denial of an argu- 
be justified by the reasons assigned ment erroneously stated. The proposi- 
for it,^ viz.f that a number of indivi- tion which it introduces is incompatible 
duals in one of those States are in- in terms. A violation of a public 
cliued to engage in measures subver- Treaty cannot be justified by any reasons 
sive of all or any of the stipulations assigned for it. The reasons assigned 
of such pubhc Treaty, and have by the President and Council of Bom- 
privately applied .for assistance in bay are not that a number of individuals 
carrying such measures into execu- in the Mahratta State are inclined to 

engage in measures subversive of all or 
any of the stipulations of the Treaty ^ 
and have privately applied for assist- 
ance, 8rc. But that the ruling . member 
of the Mahratta State has himself 
582 
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removed the obligation of the Treaty, 
which relates to the person of Ragonath 
Row, hy desiring the English to grant 
that assistance to Ragonath Row in 
behalf of the Mahratta State which 
they had before pledged their faith to 
him to withhold while he was considered 
as an enemy to that State. The reasons 
thus assigned appear to me to be a 
complete justification and acquittal of 
the President and Council of Bombay, 
in their supposed acquiescence, from the 
charge of having violated the Treaty. 

5. Because even the evidence of 6. If the measures of the President 

such a disposition in the persons and Council of Bombay had been decid- 
alluded to appears to us very uncer- edly taken on such weak grounds as 
tain and defective, being no more than are supposed in this objection, their 
a private verbal message from them conduct would have been truly repre- 
to Mr. Mostyn’s substitute at Poona, hensible. The contrary appears on the 
meant perhaps for no other purpose face of their proceedings. I have not 
but to discover our intentions with either of the copies before me, under- 
respect to Ragoba, and which they standing that they are in circulation, 
may disavow at pleasure. but I trust securely to my memory in 

affirming that their resolutions are 
guarded with all the cautions which 
such a case demanded, with perhaps one 
exception. They had done nothing in 
the overtures made to them, but had 
only agreed on what they would do, if 
these were confirmed and authenticated 
by an instrument in writing, signed by 
the Minister and his colleagues, and 
sealed with their seals, and delivered by 
a person deputed by them expressly to 
the Governor. Such evidence will be 
certain and complete, and on such 
evidence only have the President and 
Council of Bombay resolved to enter 
into engagements with the Minister. 

6. Because there are no proofs be- 6. We have been long since inform- 

fore us to warrant our giving credit ed of the natural jealousies of the two 
to an assertion so improbable, as that Ministers, this is an effect which requires 
Succaram Baboo, whose letters to the no evidence of facts to prove it, it being 
Govei'nor have been constantly and physically impossible for two men, 
are to this time filled with complaints sharing with equal power, and without 
against the non-execution of the any constitutional right, the chief 
Treaty, and particularly of the protec- administration of a despotic Govern- 
tion given to Ragoba, should volun- ment to maintain their union entire 
tarily enter into private engagements against the competitions excited by 
to restore Ragoba to the Regency, and their particular interests, or the more 
solicit the assistance of the Presiden- interested suggestions of their respective 
cy of Bombay for that purpose. partizans and dependants. Added to 

these causes, which are common to all 
men placed in a condition similar to 
theirs, their prospects and dispositions 
are such as must draw them in contrary 
directions, and this too is a consequence 
which simple speculation may form in- 
dependent of formal evidence. One is 
disqualified for action by the infirmi- 
ties of old age, and whatever infiuence 
his ambition might have had on his 
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mind when he first engaged in a scene 
of troubles, this must have wholly 
forsaken him with the object which 
most probably excited it, in the loss of 
an only sen. To such a man, ease and 
personal safety are the only comforts 
that life can present to him, or that can 
animate him to any degree of tempo- 
rary exertion. We are accordingly told, 
and on authority of credit, that he 
resides entirely in the fortress of Proon- 
der, which is his own property, with the 
infant Peshwa in his possession, and (as 
I have heard) a considerable hoard of 
treasure, which he refused to part with, 
even at the time when his colleague was 
involved in great difficulties by the 
want of money to pay the army which 
had mutinied for their arrears. The 
other is yet in the active season of life, 
supported partly by the personal interest 
of his associate joined to his own, partly 
by the attachment of Hurry Punt Puckia, 
the Commander-in-Ohief of the forces of 
the Mahratta State, and partly by the 
immediate direction of all the current 
business of Government, which he has 
either assumed, or his pai’tner has left 
to his sole charge. To such a man it 
was an obvious and necessary policy to 
employ the present means for preclud- 
ing all future competitors, and for 
securing the first place in the State in 
the event of the death of Succaram 
Baboo. The means employed for such 
an end and especially the provision 
made of a foreign alliance to promote 
it, could not fail to heighten the sus- 
picions of his present rival, and to breed 
disaffection in others. If Succaram 
Baboo can obtain the assured conditions 
of personal safety, and the unmolested 
possession of his own property from 
Hagoba, I see no cause to regard his 
acceptance of them as improbable, 
although he should have joined in more 
adverse acts against Ragoba than that 
instanced by Mr. Prancis of his com- 
plaint of the protection granted by the 
Bnglish to Ragoba, whilst his own 
intei’est and safety appeared to be en- 
dangered by it. 

I am not certain whether I may not 
misconceive the tendency of this and 
the preceding objection, but they seem 
to me to imply that the late overture 
made to the Presidency of Bombay by 
Succaram Baboo and his party through 
Mr. Lewis may have been an artifice 
concerted between them and Nanna 
Purnessee himself, not only to discover 
our intentions with respect to Ragoba, 
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7. Because admitting that a party 
has been formed to support the pre- 
tensions of Bagoba, such a party is 
either strong enough to accomplish 
their purpose without our assistance, 
consequently our interference is un- 
necessary, or if their own strength be 
in itself unequal to the enterprise, 
they will then want an immediate 
and continued support which the 
Presidency of Bombay is in no con- 
dition to give them. In their letter 
of the 7th December they tell us that 
their European battalions are greatly 
deficient of their proper complement, 
which they have no means or pros- 
pect of completing, and that not- 
withstanding they give every en- 
couragement, it is very dijficult to 
raise good sepoys on that coast. 
That they are unable to co-operate 
with the other Presidencies in case of 
an attack upon either of them, that 
limited as their power is, and unpro- 
vided as they are with resources, they 
cannot exert themselves as the occa- 
sion requires, they can do no more 
than represent their situation and 
circumstances to us, &o. 

It follows then that the Resolution 
of the Bombay Presidency to carry 
Ragoba to Poona may involve us in 
a war, in which the safety of our 
possessions on the Malabar Coast 
may be immediately hazarded, and 
which can in no way be supported 
hereafter, but by supplies of men 
and money from Bengal. 


but to gain the possession of his person 
and to destroy him. This would be a 
very dangerous policy both to the 
Ministers themselves, if they were 
sincerely united in it, as it would draw' 
on them a very unnecessary scene of 
troubles, which from past experience of 
the success which has generally attend- 
ed the English arms, they have no great 
cause to solicit, and particularly to 
Nanna Eurnessee, as it would place him 
precisely and truly in the situation 
which it was intended to feign, and 
leave him at the absolute mercy of his 
accomplices, if they chose to convert 
a pretended plot against him into a real 
one. In effect I should consider the 
existence of such a design as in the 
nature of things impossible. 

7. I agree wdth Mr. Prancis that 
the Presidency of Bombay is unable to 
support a continued war, but by supplies 
of men and money from Bengal. This 
is an argument to supply them with 
men and money, but it is not in itself 
an objection to their resolution, if their 
own means are equal to its immediata 
execution and to its support ixntil they 
can be assisted from Bengal. This Gov- 
ernment can assist them with both men 
and money and, I trust, without feeling 
the want of either, for the support of 
its own concerns. By the last returns 
from Bombay, the gross number of 
their different military corps stood as 
follows : — 


Artillery, rank and file 

. 261 

European infantry, 

do, . 

. 783 

Sepoys 

do. . 

. 6,621 

Irregulars 

do. • 

. 1,281 


The force of this Presidency was 
much less at the Battle of Plassey. It 
was much less when it was at the same 
time occupied in the defence of these 
Provinces against the Shahzada, and 
in the expedition under Colonel Eorde 
against Masulipatam, and it was much 
less when, unsupported by any country 
power, it wrested the Provinces of 
Bengal and Behar from the hands of 
Oosseem Ally Oawn. 

I have no doubt of their being in a 
state to enter upon the measui’es which 
they have proposed. The distance of 
Bombay from Poona is but a march of 
four days. I am informed that Mahda- 
jee Sindia and Tukojee Holkar were both 
encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Poona with about 20,000 horse. They 
are, if the association has taken place, 
in the interest of ilagoba. Hurry Punt 
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8. Because it is at all times the 
duty of this Council to give their 
utmost attention to the preservation 
of peace in India, but at this conjunc- 
ture more particularly than, at any 
other, while a considerable part of 
the national force is employed in 
America, and while the apprehension 
of a war with France and Spain 
hangs over the Councils of the 
nation. 


9. Because the requisition made 
by the Presidency of Bombay to that 
of Port St. George for a body of 
troops for any purpose but that of 
immediate self-defence without our 
consent and approbation appears to 
us highly irregular, and in its conse- 
quences dangerous, as it tends to de- 
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FucMa was, I am informed, on the 
banks of the River Kistna, at a place 
called Kistna Teer, with the main army 
of the Mahratta State, engaged in a 
war with Hyder Ally. He is repre- 
sented to be attached to Nanna Pur- 
nessee, but can afford him little service 
on such an occasion, and at such a dis- 
tance. Such is the present state of the 
parties in which the event of an under- 
taking, such as has been proposed by 
the Presidency of Bombay, is likely to 
depend, at least such I have gathered it 
to be from authorities unconnected with 
those of Bombay. I shall not presume 
to draw any conclusions from such un- 
certain and variable materials, but I am 
satisfied that all appearances, such as 
they are, are favorable, and convinced 
that it depends on the prudence of the 
Government of Bombay to prevent the 
Company’s affairs from suffering any 
prejudice by the proposed engagement, 
if they should even fail to derive any 
instant benefit from it. 

8. The argument which is here intro- 
duced as an objection to the proposed 
measure would, in my judgment, be 
better applied to the defence of it. If 
the apprehension of a war with France 
and Spain hangs over the Councils of 
the nation, we relieve them from a con- 
siderable share of their apprehension, 
by establishing a firm interest in the 
most powerful State of India, and by 
checking in its first growth the seeds 
which tlie French have sown of an 
alliance with it, and which, if suffered 
to grow to maturity, may prove fatal to 
the British possessions in India. At 
the same time it is the most unexcep- 
tionable way by which the French 
designs could possibly be obviated, as 
they have no ostensible or direct con- 
cern in these disputes, but will be even- 
tually crushed by the overthrow of 
their friends, whereas by waiting till 
they have acquired an establishment in 
the Mahratta Dominions, we shall be 
reduced to act openly against them, 
which we cannot do without an imme- 
diate additional hazard, nor without 
involving the two nations in a war. 

9. A likp application was made by 
the Presidency of Bombay to that of 
Fort St. George in the year 1776, with 
which in a letter written to the latter 
on the 7th September we forbad their 
compliance. The sentiments expressed 
by the Court of Directors in the 45 th 
paragraph of their commands of the 
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feat the intention of the legislature 
ia the institution of this Council, and 
to make it impossible for us to pro- 
vide for the safety of the British 
Empire in India, by any general 
plan of measures. It is not possible 
that the Company’s forces should act 
under a steady and united direction 
for the general safety and defence of 
our possessions, or move together in 
any one plan of action, as long as 
the respective disposition of the forces 
of each of the other Presidencies is 
liable to be altered without our 
knowledge or consent. 


10. Because the resolution taken 
by the Presidency of Bombay, not 
only stands in direct contradiction to 
the authorities and engagements here- 
inbefore recited, but more especially 
to the instructions of this Council 
unanimously agreed to on the 18th 
August last, which they appear to 
have totally disregarded, and which 
it is our duty to support and insist 
on, I desire the second paragraph of 
that letter may be read. 

The first point has undoubtedly 
afforded just cause of offence and 
jealousy to the Mahratta Government. 
We wish that Ragoba had been in- 
duced to accept the terms of concili- 
ation lately offered to feim by the 
Ministers, to reside at Benares with a 
jagheer of five lakhs of rupees per 
annum in the neighbourhood of 
Cullpee. These conditions, though 
they effectually removed the objec- 
tions formerly made by Ragoba 
against the terms formerly secured 
for him by the Treaty, were excepted 
to by him on account of the difficulty 
of proceeding to Benares from the 
danger that he thought his person 
would be exposed to in a journey by 
land, through the Mahratta Domi- 
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24th December 1776 on that interfer- 
ence is so pointedly opposite to the 
objection now stated by Mr. Praneis, 
that I shall insert an extract of that 
paragraph as a complete reply to it— > 

“We are sorry to observe that you 
appear to entertain an opinion of the 
controulling powers vested in the Gover- 
nor-General and Council of Bengal 
over our other Presidencies, beyond what 
in our opinion is authorized by the late 
Act of the Legislature. This observa- 
tion arises from your interference with 
our Governor and Council of Port St. 
George to prohibit them from sending 
troops out of their own districts for aid 
to our Settlement of Bombay. Al- 
though the said Act expressly forbids 
any of the other presidencies to engage 
in political negociations with the 
natives or foreign nations, without the 
participation and concurrence of the 
Supreme Council, yet it certainly leaves 
each distinct Government power to take 
from time to time such steps as the 
immediate exigency of their affairs may 
require for self-defence or protection, 
or for the necessary aid or assistance 
to be given to other settlements, and on 
this principle we must disapprove your 
interference in this case.” 

10. While I was preparing the minute 
recorded on ^ the 26th J anuary, and 
written before the receipt of the late 
advices from Bombay, 1 caused the last 
of these expedients to be stated in a 
case referred to a learned Pundit for his 
opinion upon it. I intended it at that 
time for my own information only, and 
it was on the strength of this opinion 
that I declared the expedient to be 
impracticable in the minute above 
mentioned. I shall now enter the ques- 
tion stated to the Pundit, his answer, 
and a note of Mr, Elliot’s which accom- 
panied it, and produce the originals of 
each at the Board for further satisfac- 
tion. 

Question . — “ A Brahmin of high caste 
is desirous of visiting Bengal from 
Surat. It is proposed that he shaU be 
attended by persons of his own sect, 
and that the vessel on which he may 
embark for this voyage shall be naviga- 
ted solely by Hindus. Will this voyage 
in any shape affect his religious purity, 
or hinder him from performing the 
necessary and indispensable rights and 
forms of devotion ? 

Note from Mr. Elliot. 

“I send you the solution to your 
question by the Court Pundi^, the only 
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nions, and his religions scruples 
against a Toyage "by sea. 

“We can see no reason to doubt 
that the presence of Ragoha at Bom- 
hay 'will continue to be an insuperable 
bar to the completion of the Treaty 
concluded with the Mahratta Govern- 
ment, nor can any sincere cordiality 
and good understanding be established 
with them as long as he shall appear 
to derive encouragement and support 
from the English. On the contrary we 
think that although it may not fur- 
nish sufficient grounds for the actual 
renewal of hostilities, it will so far 
estrange the minds of the Ministers at 
least as to compel them to form con- 
nections to the disadvantage of the 
British Government, so 'that notwith- 
standing the forms of a reconciliation 
should exist, neither party will bene- 
fit by the effects of it. W e therefore 
think it incumbent on us to recom- 
mend to your most mature consider- 
ation the dangerous effects of your 
persisting still to continue that pro- 
tection to Ragoba, and to desire that 
you will do aU that lies in your power 
to remove the obstacles which oppose 
his departure from Bombay, Eor this 
purpose we think that he should be 
required to make choice either of a 
journey by land, if Tukojee Holkar 
and Mahdajee Sindia will give pro- 
per security to conduct him in safety, 
which we have been assured they 
would do, or of a voyage by sea which 
might be accomplished without affect- 
ing his religious purity, if he were 
accommodated with a vessel fitted out 
and manned, immediately under his 
orders, and by persons of hia own sect 
to be accompanied by one hf the 
Company’s marine vessels for his pro- 
tection. If both these expedients 
should be rejected by Ragoba, we 
must naturally conclude that it is 
not his intention to part with his 
present asylum, but that the objec- 
tions which he has started to the 
terms proposed to him are mere pre- 
texts, and on this ground we repeat 
our injunctions that he be positively 
required to quit the Company’s 
dependencies, as we shall hold you 
re8p<nisible for all the consequences 
of continuing the Company’s protec- 
tion to him after such a refusal on 
his part.” 


one I could immediately find. He is a 
man much respected for knowledge. 
He added in conversation that a single 
European or other infidel would pre- 
clude the Brahmin from making the 
voyage. 

(Sd.) A. Elliot. 


Translate o£ the Pundit’s answer. 

“ If all the men in the ship are 
Hindus and all Jowlhuhhargefi or men 
from whose hands it is not impure to 
receive water to drink and two or three 
Brahmins should accompany him, and 
he eats, drinks, washes, and prays, &c., 
according to the Shaster, then he will 
not suffer in his caste, and in the case 
stated he may come up on a ship.” 

(Sd.) Serree Ram Eisshitn Subma, 
The Court Pundit. 


I am assured that though it is custo- 
mary for Hindus to navigate vessels on 
the West Coast of India, yet they are 
always joined with Mahometan lascars, 
who are constantly employed in the 
most difficult manoeuvres of the ship, 
and in the working of their guns. And 
the society of such men being them- 
selves polluted, is, as is well-known, 
equally forbidden to the more scrupu- 
lous Hindus, with that of the pro- 
fessors of a different religion. This 
expedient was therefore impracticable. 
What objections — either Ragoba’s dis- 
trust of Mahdajee Sindia and Tukojee 
Holkar, or their refusal to give the 
requisite securities — might have created 
to the other expedient, we cannot know 
because time was not given for the trial 
of either. But had either been practi- 
cable, it_ ought not to have prevented 
the President and Council of Bombay 
from accepting a proposition which 
promised so much more effectual ji 
conciliation of the differences subsisting 
between them and the Ministers, and 
at the same time accorded so perfectly 
with the declared wishes of the Court 
of Directors. It was not forbidden by 
our orders, for these professed only to 
prescribe the only means which had 
occurred to us for the first of these 
ends, nor had any reference to a ease 
which we neither foresaw nor imagined. 


* JovtlhMargt is a term irhich includes nearly all the castes of Hindus, the very lowest only being excepted. 
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If tUe intentions of tliat Presidency 
in this instance are justified by the Act 
of Parliament, as I have proTed ; if 
they were such as the Company’s orders 
not only justified but required, which I 
have also proved ; no inferences drawn 
by forced implications, from the orders 
of this Government, can deprive them of 
their rectitude, which they derive from 
such superior wai’rants. In truth what- 
ever cause the President and Council of 
Bombay have formerly given to this 
Government to charge them with a 
want of due attention to its authority 
nothing could be more unjust than to 
impute that fault to them on this 
occasion, if it be admitted, as it must, 
that the resolution which they proposed 
to take was such as could not possibly 
wait the sanction of this Government. 

As soon as it came in contemplation 
before them, and before they had either 
formed the plan of their operations, or 
proposed the advantages to be obtained 
by them, they instantly apprised us of 
it, and thereby furnished an argument 
against themselves, to charge them with 
the neglect of those essential considera- 
tions, in their precipitancy to communi- 
cate to us the first suggestions of a 
design of such importance to the politi- 
cal interests of the Company. 

If the Board should agree in the preceding resolutions, I am of opinion 
that a copy of them should be sent to the President and Council of Bombay 
with an additional declaration that we deem them solely responsible to the 
Company and the nation for all the consequences of the measures they have 
taken or may take on this occasion without our consent and approbation, and 
that whereas they have not yet demanded of us any specific supply either of 
men or money to support the execution of the above measures, we are deter- 
mined that whatever assistance we may he compelled to give them by the 
necessity of defending the Company’s settlements on that coast shall be strictly 
confined to the object of defence, and that we will never encourage or 
support any plan of operations calculated to carry the Company’s arms beyond 
that line without our consent and approbation first had and obtained, or without 
the express and specific orders of the Company to that effect ; that when we 
receive the further advices which they promise to give us of what is likely to 
be the issue of this business, we shall communicate to them our opinion and 
resolution thereupon. 

Mb. Babwell. — As a division has unhappily arisen on the present question 
on the measures adopted by the Government of Bombay and the responsibility 
of the approbation expressed in the votes of this day pointedly fixed on the 
approving members, that it may not be supposed I admit in the least degree 
the objections that now appear upon the proceedings, I. adopt entirely the 
Governor-General’s reasonings upon the subject of them and subscribe my 
name as fully to his minute, as if it had been written with my assent and 
participation. 

Mb. Bbancis.— -Much might he said in defence of those opinions, which 
the Governor-General has been pleased to canvass so minutely ; but as the 
argument would turn chiefly upon the construction of words, on nice distinc- 
tions in forming such constructions, and probable inferences deduced from 
them, I shall not enter into it. I do not expect that such an argument would 
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be attended to at borne, nor do I think that it affects the principle, on which a 
question of the magnitude of that, which is now before us, ought to be deter- 
mined. I shall leave it to a higher tribunal to determine, whether the case of 
imminent necessity, described by the legislature, relates solely to measures of 
self-defence, or includes all others according to the opinion, and at the discre- 
tion of the subordinate Presidencies, and whether, when the Company say, 

. “That if, from any circumstance, our 

Letter to Bombay, 16th Apni iW 7 . Govemor- General and Council shall deem 

it expedient they have no objection to an alliance with Ragoba,” they mean to 
refer that question solely to us, or to subject it to a sort of concurring jurisdic- 
tion in the Government of Bombay. If they meant the last, it might have 
received two opposite decisions, and that the inferior jurisdiction might, by 
acts done upon their own principles, decide upon it against our judgment and 
resolutions. I shall also leave another question untouched, viz., whether the 
care of Ragoba’s caste is an object of such importance to this Government, that 
we are to hazard a general war in India for the sake of preserving it. I 
have but one more observation to make on the Governor’s minute. In reply to 
my objection to the requisition made by the Presidency of Bombay for Military 
assistance from that of Madras, he quotes a letter from the Company, from 
which he concludes that, in the opinion of the Court of Directors, we are not 
entitled to forbid such requisitions. I do not admit that, in any case whatever, 
especially a case of such great importance as the present, arguments are ever 
answered by authorities ; but I contend that the sense of the Court of Directors, 
even in the paragraph so recited, does not stand in opposition to the opinion 
stated in my former minute. It supposes that the subordinate Presidencies 
may lawfully apply for assistance to each other, as the immediate exigency of 
their affairs may require for self-defence and protection. This case is included 
in that of the imminent necessity stated by the legislature, and I have never 
denied that self-defence and protection did not authorize the subordinate 
Presidencies to take measures, tending to those purposes only, without our pre- 
vious consent and approbation. 


Secret Dept., 
Monday. 


Port William, the 23rd February 1778. 
At a Council, Present: 


The Hon*blb Wareen Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Pbancis, Esq. 

Edward Whbler, Esq. 


The Governor-General having sent the following proposition to the Secretary on Saturday 
afternoon, with directions to circulate it to the other Members of the Board, it was 
immediately sent round 

The Governor-General proposes that the following draft of a letter be 
immediately written to the President and Council at Bombay, in. reply to their 
advices now before the Board, by the Ravensuoorth, the Commander of which 
ship he understands will leave town this evening. He at the same time submits 
to the consideration of the Board and for their determination the propositions 
included in the letter ^ ^ 

To Bombay. — 

Gentlemen,— We have now to acknowledge the receipt of two letters 
from you dated the 3rd and 20th ultimo, and two from Mr. Mostyn, under date 
the 19th and 24th ultimo. 

590 
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We refer you to our letter of tlie 2nd instant, a triplicate of -which you 
will receive by this ship, for our resolutions passed on the receipt of your 
advices of the 12th December. 


For the purpose of granting you the most effectual support in our power 
we have resolved to assemble a strong military force near Calpee, the Com- 
manding Officer of which will be ordered to march by the most practicable 
route to Bombay, or to such other place as future occurrences and your direc- 
tions to him may render expedient. 

Although the event of the overtures which have been made to you yet 
remains doubtful, we cannot help being exceedingly alarmed at the steps which 
are taking by the French to obtain a settlement on the Malabar Coast, so near 
to Bombay, and to establish a political influence in the Mahratta State, the 
immediate object of which must be the overthrow of your settlement, and the 
future consequences dangerous to the Company's possessions in the other parts 
of India. We are therefore of opinion that no time ought to be lost in form- 
ing and carrying into execution such measures as may most effectually tend to 
frustmte such dangerous designs especially as the season is so far advanced 
that the rains might set in before we could furnish you with any military 
assistonce if we waited for definitive advices from you. We propose therefore 
to give immediate orders for collecting the force above mentioned. We shall 
direct it to march as soon as the stores shall be provided, and the other neces- 
sary prepai’ations completed, unless from any intermediate advices received 
from you we shall judge the prosecution of this design unnecessary. 


We shall use every precaution which can depend on our care or influence 
for ensuring a safe and unmolested passage to the detachment, and obtaining 
regular supplies of provisions on its march, and we earnestly recommend to 
you to assist us in these objects. For this purpose we shall ffirect the Com- 
manding Officer to advise you continually of his progress and wants, and shall 
place him under your command from the day on which he shall move with the 
forces under his charge. 

We are, &c. 


Fort Wii-liam, 

Tke 23rd February 1778. 


1 


Head the following opinion delivered by Mr. Whblbb. 

Mr. Whelbb. — I object to the Governor-General’s letter intended to be 
written to the President and Council of Bombay, because, supposing the Board 
had already resolved to grant that President and Council a military force 
equal to the effectual support of one part of the Mahratta State against the 
other, which I do not think advisable, the route, which the troops appointed 
for that service are to take, is neither fixed or ascertained, but left to the 
future determination of the Governor and Council at Bombay, or to the 
pleasure of the Commanding Officer. And more particularly because it is not, 
•previous to the march of the troops, in any degree ascertained that the reign- 
ing powers, through whose dominions it shall ultimately be judged expedient 
for them to pass, are either in union or alliance with the India Company, or 
that they are disposed to give such aid and assistance to the support of the 
detachment, as the Commanding Officer may from time to time require, -with- 
out which assistance and security I am apprehensive we shall expose the 
detachment to imminent risque. 

Dpon the whole I am of opinion that the plan now proposed of march- 
ing a small detachment of troops into a distant and I'emote coimtry, without 
first securing the friendship and alliance of the governing powers, is contrary 
to all system, and will pj’ove destructive in practice. 

To involve the Company in a dispute with the French upon the subject of 
negooiations, which are said to have been carried on for the purpose of obtain- 
ing a settlement on the Malabar Coast, and likewise for the purpose of establishr 
ing a political interest in the Mahratta State, requires a more minute attention 
488 F.D. 
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tliaii tlie time allotted will admit; nevertheless that part of the Governors 
letter which acquaints the Governor and Council of Bombay that “ no time 
ought to be lost in forming and carrying into execution such measures as may 
most effectually tend to frustrate such dangerous designs ” is, in my opinion, 
extremely obiectionable, because a paragraph so loosely worded may involve 
not only the India Company, but likewise the English nation in a war with 
France, and because I do not think we should be justified in commencing 
hostilities against the French for the avowed purpose of depriving them of 
commercial advantages, said to be acquired by Treaty. If therefore the French 
have already obtained or are likely to obtain advantages from their negociations 
with the Mahratta States, we should endeavour to counteract those advantages 
by negociation, and not by force ; but, above all, we ought to be particularly 
careful at this time to render our instructions to the Governor and Council of 
Bombay so plain, distinct and obvious as not to afford thena the smallest plea 
or pretence to become the aggressors, by commencing hostilities against the 
French, and as Mr. Mostyn has given it as his opinion that no agreement has 
yet been made between the Mabrattas and tbe French, I am induced to believe 
that it will require no great ingenuity or address to counteract their inten- 
tions, 

(Sd.) Edward Wheler. 

The 22nd February 1778. " 


Governor- Generaii. — I must beg leave in this place to reply in a very 
few words.to Mr. Wheler’s minute, which I think is grounded on a miscon- 
struction of my motion. I have not yet formally proposed the route which is 
to be taken, because the formation of the detachment, if it is to go, is the 
object that requires an immediate determination ; but I do not propose that it 
should be left either to the. Commanding, Officer, or the President and Council 
of Bombay. I have already determined the route in my own mind ; these I will 
mention verbally to the Board. I hope it is not necessary yet to put them on 
recoi’d. I have had opportunities of studying the interests and dispositions of 
the different powers of Hindustan and the Deccan, although we have had little 
intercourse with them, and, from the knowledge which I have obtained, I 
believe tbe march from Calpee, at least as far as Barrampore, to be practicable 
and easy, and to lead through the country of our friends ; beyond that I cannot 
answer, but the distance , is so small that I have no doubt of making the 
remainder of our way good, whether it shall lead us to Poona, to Bombay, to 
Surat, or to Broach, even by force, if it should be necessary. Mr. Wheler has 
said that the following paragraph in the letter proposed to be written to 
Bombay is so loosely worded that it may involve not only the India Company, 
but the English nation in a war with France, viz.^ “No time ought to be lost 
in forming and carrying into execution such measures as may most effectually 
tend to frustrate such dangerous designs.” I should deserve to forfeit the 
place which I hold, were I wantonly or studiedly to engage this Government 
in measures which should have such a tendency, if it could be avoided. The 
words which are above quoted are not the words in which the plan is de- ’ 
scribed, which we are to undertake, but they are the grounds or reasons on 
which the plan is concluded ; all the public a'dvices-from Bombay and Poona; 
corroborated by intelligence through other channels, prove beyond a doubt that 
the French have already formed a close and intimate oonneption with the 
ruling administration of the Mahratta State, have obtained possession of a port, 
not a port of trade, but a door for the introduction of arms and troops into the 
Mahratta country, almost within sight of Bombay; that they have promised a 
military assistance to the Mabrattas, which, whether expected from I'rance or 
from, their garrisons at the Isle of Mauritius, may in the course of a few 
months be landed on the Mahratta Coast. The French already affect to speak 
of the Port of Ghoul, as their own; I have informed the Board of an express, 
which I have every reason to believe has been lately sent by M. Chevalier to 
the Malabar Coast, addressed both to Monsieur Beilecombe and the Chevalier 
St. Dubin, I shall not be .surprised if the next month’s intelligence should 
inform us that Monsieur Bellcombe, the Chief of all the French Establishments 
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in India has made his personal appearance at Poona. It is, and always has 
been, my opinion, and I believe that I have more than once expressed* it on 
these records, that if ever the Prench make any attempts to regain their former 
power and influence in India, it will not be a naval armament, which I repeat 
is impracticable, but by the previous possession of a political establishment in 
the dominions of some country power'of the first consideration. There are but 
two powers whose alliance would avail them — Hyder Ally and the Mahrattas. 
The former will no doubt, upon principles of good policy, keep upon good 
terms with them, but will never attach himself so closely to them as to become 
their dependant. The present rulers of the Mahratta State are precisely in 
that situation, which will make them greedily catch at the offers made by the 
Prench of their alliance, and to make any sacrifices to obtain it, and I lay it 
down as a point incontrovertible, that if a detachment of much less than 1,000 
Europeans, with arms for disciplining a body of Native troops in the European 
manner, shall have once obtained a footing in the Mahratta country, as the 
allies of that Government, all the native powers of Indostan united will lie at 
their mercy, and even the Provinces of Bengal be exposed to their depredations. 
The Prench therefore have now seized on the only means by which they can 
ever become formidable to us in India, and it is to avert the dreadful conse- 
quences of such a design that I have proposed to ^strengthen the hands of the 
President and Council of Bombay, and to enable them to counteract it. It is 
impossible to form a plan completed for this purpose, because it must depend 
upon circumstances, and even in a great measure upon the operations of our 
enemies. It must be left to the Presidency of Bombay, to whom nothing is 
•necessary to be afforded on om* part but a strength adequate to the calls which 
they may have to exert it. I have therefore proposed that the detachment, which 
'may be formed, shall be ordered to march as soon as it is formed, to the assist- 
ance of Bombay, and this, I apprehend, is all that is at present necessary. I 
do not propose that they should act against the Prench, but be ready to oppose 
any designs of the Prench, to oppose a^iy designs of the Mahrattas, if the 
Mahrattas should prove our enemies, or to assist the Mahrattas if that part of 
the Mahratta State with which we are in alliance should require it. There is 
nothing in this intention that can possibly involve the nation in a war with 
Prance, since the Prench are not the declared object of the present enterprize, 
and we have even the authority of the Peishwa and Ministers themselves to 
affirm that the Prench have no connection or concern in their affairs, but have 
been received simply on the footing of hospitality, and that civility which is 
due from one State to another. 

Some time will be required to form and equip the detachment before it can 
march. It is not necessary to send any instructions to the Governor and 
Council of Bombay respecting the application to be made' of this reinforce- 
ment until it shall have actually begun to move, but I shall have no objection, 

I think it highly proper, to enjoin them in the strictest manner, that they 
do not on any pretence become the aggressors by commencing hostilities against 
the Prench, nor yet against the Mahrattasj but to continue to adhere, as they 
assure us they will do, to the strict letter of the treaty subsisting between the 
Company, and the present administration of the Mahratta State. I never 
understood it supposed that a foimal grant by sunnud had been made to the 
Prench of the Port of Ohoul, but it is notorious that the Prench are in pos- 
session of that port, and although Mr. Mostyn. does declare, nearly in the 
words made use of by Mr. 'Wheler, that a person well and officially informed 
had assured him that he did not believe there was any agreement entei*ed into 
between Monsieur St. Lubin and the Darbar, yet what he adds in the words 
immediately following pi’ove that Mr. Mostyn himself, did not meau by this 
expression to contradict the belief that an agreement had passed between 
Monsieur St. Lubin and Nana Fumese. His words are as follows — “ It there- 
fore appears to me that the writing alluded to by my superiors can be no other 
than the private treaty between Monsieur St. Lubin and Nana Purnese, of which 
your honor, &c., were informed under the 29th November.” This mode of 
allusion implies that Mr. Mostyn had not even a doubt of the private agree- 
ment which had passed between Nana Purnese and Monsieur St. Lubin. 

Since writing the above I have, . verbally , mentioned the precautions which 
I have already' taken for securing a free and peaceable passage for the detach- 
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ment wlienever it shall march. We cannot wait for their effects because the 
season will be too far advanced, but iE in the interval between the orders which 
may be issued for forming the detachment, and the time proposed for the 
commencement of its operations, either the advices which we may receive from 
Bombay shall render their march unnecessary, or any better means can be 
suggested for obviating and frustrating the designs of our enemies. In either 
case I will gladly agree to remand the troops to their respective corps, and as 
Mr. Wheler has said that if the Prench had already obtained, or are likely to 
obtain, advantages from their negotiations with the Mahratta State, we should 
endeavour to counteract those advantages by negotiation, and has even con- 
cluded with expressing his belief that it will require no great ingenuity or 
address to counteract their intentions. I hope he will point out the means by 
which a negotiation of this kind can be conducted with success, and the offers 
which may be made to induce the Minister to cancel his engagements with his 
new allies, and to accept of the friendship of the English Company in their 
stead. I ask this not from any desire of combating an argument, but of obtain- 
ing either such lights as may be afforded on that side of the question, and pro- 
fiting by them for the peace and easier conduct of the Company’s affairs, on a 
clear conviction that no negotiation whatsoever will avail with the powers of 
this country that is not immediately and pointedly directed to their interests 
or their fears. 

Me. Wheiee. — It is evident from the explanation which the Governor 
has now given of his letter that no part of my minute was either grounded 
upon error or misconstruction. The Governor asserts that the French are now 
in possession of a port, not a port of trade, but a door for the introduction of 
arms and troops into the Mahratta country, almost within sight of Bombay. 

1 request that the Governor will favor this Board with his authority for that 
assertion, and likewise explain what he means by “ possession.” 

GovEENOE-GENEEAii. — I hope Mr. Wheler does not expect that I shall 
give up my time to the examination of all the voluminous papers which have 
been written upon this subiect. That the French are in possession of the Port 
of Choul has been asserted in the letters from Bombay and Poona, in the 
intelligence transmitted from the Nabob of Arcot, in other papers of intelli- 
gence, and it has been charged to the Minister as I think, in letters written 
from hence, the French ships have been for near this twelvemonth past at 
Choul, their goods have been landed at Choul, and continued there, when the 
last advices were dispatched from thence, this use of the port is present posses- 
sion. The sunnud or grant can only give them property. 

Me. Whelbe.— I certainly do not mean to give the Governor any un- 
necessary trouble. I thought the assertion a very extraordinary one, especially 
as I had not met with any grounds for it upon the Company’s records. I do not 
consider the landing of goods without interruption for a twelvemonth as a ^ 
proof of right or possession of a port. 

Gotbeboe-Genbeaij. — Whenever these minutes shall be read in England 
the Company will be possessed of much more authentic evidence than can be 
given here either in proof that the French are in possession of Choul, or that 
they are not in possession. It is unnecessary therefore for me to continue to 
affirm my belief of the fact, nor will any contradiction invalidate it. 


Read the minute delivered by Mr. Francis on the proposed letter to Bombay, whioli' was 
circulated on Saturday, the 21st February ,1778. 

Me. Feancis. — I disapprove of and object to every part of the letter pro- 
posed by the Governor-General to be written to the Presidency of Bombay. 
The measure which it states as resolved on. viz., “ of assembling a force at 
Calpee, with conditional orders to march to Bombay,” has not yet been debated, 
or even proposed in Council, much less have the objections, to which such a 
step is liable, and the consequences which may attend it been duly considered. 
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At present I have no idea of any arguments that can induce me to consent to 
the march of four battalions of sepoys into the heart of Indostan through an 
immense tract of country in which we have no alliance or connection whatso- 
ever, no magazines, nor a single place of strength to retreat to. I will not be 
answerable for the consequences of hazarding a detachment of our troops, 
which we can very ill-spare, upon an expedition in which they will probably 
be cut off, and for no purpose but to support an offensive war, which I do not 
doubt will soon become general. 

I beg leave to say that I am not at all alarmed at the steps supposed to be 
taken by the French for obtaining a settlement on the Malabar Coast. If the 
whole story be not fabricated by Ragobah’s party to answer particular purposes, 
I have Mr. Mostyn’s opinion and authority for believing that no agreement 
has yet been made between the Mahrattas and the French for putting the 
latter in possession of Ohoul. The intelligence comes from Kagobah, and Mr. 
Mostyn himself thinks there is no foundation for it. But admitting it to be 
true, what right have we to make use of force to prevent the French from 
obtaining such a grant by negotiation with an independent State ? Or will the 
members of a fictitious, not a real majority of this Board, created by a casting 
voice, run the risk of engaging the nation in a war with France, with no 
better cause of quarrel than that they are forming an advantageous treaty or 
alliance with the Mahrattas ? If ours had been faithfully executed by us, and 
Ragobah dismissed from Bombay, the present question would never have 
existed. 

The President and Council of Bombay now ask us whether they shall 
use their efforts to prevent such a settlement taking place ? The answer pro- 
posed by the Governor tells them that “ in our opinion no time ought to be 
lost in forming and carrying into execution such measures as may most 
effectually tend to frustrate such dangerous designs.’* But what those efforts 
and measures are to be remains to be explained. I conclude that military 
operations against the French are intended, as our formal permission would 
hardly be necessary to authorise any others. But the Bombay Presidency at 
this moment tell us that their troops are nearly reduced to a third of their 
complement, and before the intended detachment could reach Bombay, even if 
they met with no interruption in their march, the rains would be set in. They 
must march in the months in which the hot winds prevail with the greatest 
violence in the upper parts of India, and when they arrive the rains wDl pre- 
vent their acting. In my opinion we ought to forbid the Presidency of Bom- 
bay from engaging in any offensive operations whatsoever, and most particular- 
ly .against the French. I shall reserve what I have farther to say on this 
subject till the meeting of the Council. 

(Sd.) P. F. 


Me. Feanois. — ^No member of this Council makes a freer use of his 
privilege of dictating minutes at the Board than the Governor-General. I do 
not complain of it ; on the contrary, I listen to him at all times with respect, 
with temper and attention, yet as much time is lost in delivering opinions in 
this manner I must own I am unwilling to enter into a discussion of all the 
supposed facts, assertions, and arguments stated in his last minute. I fear it 
would be endless, and lead to no conclusion. Public advices, not before the 
Board, — general intelligence from different quarters, — the supposed notoriety 
of facts not proved, — and the language supposed to be held by the French on 
occasions where their interests are concerned, may have weight with the Gov- 
ernor-General ; they have none with me, nor will they, I presume, be deemed, 
by our superiors, to be a solid and warrantable foundation for the important 
conclusions of fact, proposed to be drawn from them. One instance of the 
uncertainty of such reports, as well as of the facility with which they are 
introduced into our debates as acknowledged facts, appears in the Governor's 
repeated assertion that the French are now in possession of Ohoul, of which the 
only proof afterwards produced is, that some of their ships have been admitted 
into the port, and that they hare been suffered to land their goods there; *Cho.u) 
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is said to be almost within sight of Bombay. It would he very extraordinary if 
the Prench had actually taken possession of that place, and the Presidency of 
Bombay had never mentioned to us a fact, from which they might have drawn 
inferences so favorable to their present designs. Mr. Mostyn’s letter of the 
24th January is the latest from that part of India. ^ So far from intimating 
that the Prench were in possession of the place, he denies the existence of any 
agreement for that purpose, and says, “ he cannot think that Nana Purnese 
will be so weak to do it until the required assistance arrives.” What may 
happen hereafter I know not. My present opinion and resolution must be 
founded on facts, and the authentic intelligence of facts, as they exist before 
me. I will not at present enter into any further consideration of the Governor’s 
minute, but endeavour to bring back the question on which this debate has 
arisen to its original ground. 

The danger stated in the proposed letter to Bombay is said to arise from 
the steps which are taking by the Prench to obtain a settlement so near Bom- 
bay. The means recommended for obviating that danger are “ that ho time 
ought to be lost in forming and carrying into execution such measures as may 
most effectually tend to frustrate such dangerous designs.*’ An opinion given 
in this form is plainly an instruction to the Bombay Council. The objection 
urged against it is that the terms are not clear, direct, and specific, and that, 
in the only rational construction which can be given to them, they amount to 
an authority from us to commence hostilities against the Prench to prevent 
their being put in possession of Choul. The case of an attack of the Prench 
against any part of the Company’s possessions is not supposed, nor is it made 
the condition of our undertaking hostile measures against them. The letter, 
as it stands, refers only to their obtaining a settlement on the coast, and the 
necessity of our preventing it at all events. If the instruction recommended 
by Mr. Wheler be now added to the letter, “ that they do not on any pretence 
become the aggressors by committing hostilities against the Prench,” I shall 
very much approve of it, because I think it annihilates that part of the 
instructions to which I object, hut then the form of the letter must be altered. 
I have nothing further to observe, but that the main question, “ whether a 
detachment shall or shall not be sent, and of what force it shall consist,” has 
not yet been debated or proposed', and that before that question is resolved the 
consideration of the letter to Bombay is out of its place. 

Governor-General. — When the severest wounds are aimed at my 
public character it is hard to deny me the privilege of self-defence, but if I 
have taken up more of the time of the Board than I ought in the minute which 
I dictated at the Board this day I do not think that any person who shall read 
the preceding minute, and attend to the length of it, will think it seasonably 
prefaced with a complaint of that nature. I will however profit by the sugges- 
tion. Both the preceding minutes of Mr. Prancis, both that written and that 
dictated by him, shall remain unanswered, hut by this short remark that they 
combat propositions which I have never made, and quote proofs as given by 
me, even where I declared that I meant not to produce any repeated argu- 
ments and assertions long since combated and refuted, and employ the attention 
of the Board, on a verbal disputation, for the whole that is said and repeated 
of the passage quoted from my minute by Mr. Wheler is really such. The 
propositions which were intended to follow the last minutes of the Board in the 
Military Department, and which related to the strength of the intended detach- 
ment, and the manner in which it should be formed, have been sent to the 
Military Secretary, and will be sent in circulation to the other members of the 
Board whose opinions may be more deliberately given by the same mode. It 
is neither my wish nor did I introduce the practice to spin out the time of the 
Board in desultory and indefinite argumentations. 

Mr. Prancis. — I do not know that any wounds whatsoever have been 
levelled at the Governor, or that his public character ootild possibly he in 
question in this debate. I submit to judgment whether I have or have not 
stuck close to the measure proposed for deliberation. One thing I must beg 
leave to explain, because I should be sorry to remain under the imputation of 
a failure in respect to the Governor-General, or any member of this Board. 
The notice I took of the length of his minute arose from some words which he 
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-himself let fall in his answer to Mr. Wheler, “ that he hoped that it was not 
expected he should give his time to the examination of voluminous papers 
which had been written on this subject.” It appeared to me that the question 
did not lay a foundation for that answer. I shall be ready to consider the 
papers when they are sent in circulation. That mode of conducting business 
is convenient in matters of less importance, and I have no objection to it ; but 
in a case' of this very great consequence I hope the resolution, whatever it may 
be, will be taken in Council. 

Gove B NOB- General. — ^If the words I used in my reply to Mr. 
Wheler could contain any subject of offence I suppose Mr. Wheler was the 
most competent judge of it, and did not requii’e any other person to resent it 
on bis behalf. I meant those words only as an excuse for not replying to the 
question that he put to me, and do assure him that they were dictated with 
temper, and with that respect to his character from which I never yet depart- 
ed in any debate. 

Since Mr. Trancis objects to the mode which I proposed for collecting the 
sentiments of the members of the Board on the propositions which I men- 
tioned that I had sent to the Secretary in the Military Department, although 
it was in deference only to the objections which had been just urged by him- 
self against minutes dictated at the Board, that I, proposed to collect the 
opinions of the Members in circulation, I now bring them before the Board, 
desiring only that they may be remanded with the debates and opinions given 
upon them to the Military Department. 

Mr. Francis. — I consider myself as a party to every question proposed 
for the general information of the Board, let it come from whom it will, and of 
course interested in the answer to it. My remark was made on my own 
account. I did not presume to speak for any other member of the Board. 

Mr. Barwbll. — The length of this debate has to me been quite unex- 
pected, and I have declined taking a part in it because it is no more than a 
repetition of what has already passed upon the subject of the general interests 
of the Company in influencing the Darbar of Foona, The votes and resolutions 
on the 2nd instant are or are not to be supported. They stand at present 
binding on the Council, and any attempt to prevent their operation or defend 
them is simply subjecting the Company to the ill-consequences of miscarriage 
in a point extremely interesting to their affairs, and from the responsibility of 
which miscarriage I hold myself exempted, should it in fact, as I apprehend it 
will, arise from the difficulties thrown in the way of the executive power. 
Whatever measures in prudence and policy are proposed upon the votes that are 
already passed ought not necessarily to involve the propriety or impropriety of 
these votes. That question is dismissed totally, and the new one becomes of a 
very different nature, whether you will baffle the powers of the Government, 
or give way to them. I agree to the latter. 

Mr. Francis. — I understand it to be conformable to the sentiments of the 
Board that the President and Council of Bombay should be restrained from 
commencing liostilities against the French. I therefore propose that the follow- 
ing paragraph may be added to the letter now resolved on : — 

“ We enjoin you in the strictest manner that you do not on any pretence 
become the aggressors by commencing hostilities against the French, nor 
against the Mahrattas, but that you continue to adhere to the strict letter of 
the Ti'eaty subsisting between the Company and the present administration of 
the Mahratta State.” 

Governor-General. — As the preceding motion is taken from the words 
of my own minute, I wish that it may be entered complete, with the addition 
of the following words after the word adhere, " as you assure us you will do.” 
As the letter is concluded and partly signed, the proposed addition can only be 
made in a postscript, but I think it will appear too abrupt in the above form, 
and would therefore propose the following introduction and amendment : — 
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“ As we hare no property or pretensions to property in the Port of Ohoul, 
Postscript to the letter to Bombay recorded in the cannot authorise you to use any Overt 
former part of this Consultation. measures for preventing the Prench from 

forming an establishment at that place, however dangerous their neighbourhood 
may be to your Presidency ; this must be effected by other means, that is by an 
appeal to that power which alone can give them the right of possession. We 
think it necessary also to add the following injunction, that yon do not on any 
pretence become the aggressors by commencing hostilities against the French 
directly, nor against the Mahratta State, but that you continue to adhere, as 
you assure us you will do, to the strict letter of the Treaty subsisting between 
the Company and the present administration of the Mahratta State,” 

Mb. Pbancis.— I acquiesce. 

Agreed, that the postscript proposed by the Governor-General be according- 
ly added to the letter to Bombay. 
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Proceediugs of the Secret Select Committee, from 12th March to 29th June 

1778. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 13th March 1778. 

Friday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Richard Bartvbll, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Whblbr, Esq. 

Read and approved tlie Proceedings of yesterday. 


The Governor-General. — I have given the Board the trouble to meet in 
this Department, although before summoned for the usual despatch of business 
in the Revenue Council, that I might lay before them a letter which I received 
late last night signed with the names of Messrs. Francis and Wheler : addresses 
of this kind I cannot but think in themselves irregular. I hope Mr. Wheler 
will excuse me in requesting of him particularly, that whenever he shall have 
occasion to communicate in writing to me in my public character, he will be 
so good as to make it the subject of a letter from himself only. I shall always 
pay him that respectful attention, which it has ever been my study and even 
my inclination to give to his advice, his wishes and opinions ; but sensible as 
I am by experience of the fatal consequences, which sooner or later must 
attend a division of the members of the Administration into decided and con- 
firmed parties, I should be wanting both in duty, and in common prudence, if 
I consented to make myself instrumental to such a schism formed against 
myself. 

I have read the letter itself with great attention. I have compared it 
with the orders of the Court of Directors, to which it appears to allude, and 
clearly recollect the substance of the orders already issued for the march of 
the intended detachment to Bombay, which Messrs. Francis and Wheler 
in their letter mention it as their opinion should be immediately countermand- 
ed ; but I cannot perceive their connection. The orders from the Court of 
Directors, particularly quoted by Messrs Francis and Wheler, lose their real 
meaning by that partial quotation. I shall therefore here repeat them at large, 
Gdndrsi Letter to Bombay, 4 tih July SO far as they relate to the propositiou grounded 
1^77. upon them. They are as follow : — “ Though that 

treaty is not, upon the whole, so agreeable to us as we could wish, still we are 
resolved strictly to adhere to it on our parts, you must therefore be particularly 
vigilant whilst Raghoba is with you, to prevent him from forming any plan 
against what is called the ministeral party at Poona, and we hereby positively 
order you not to engage with him in any scheme whatever for retrieving his 
affairs without the consent of the Governor- General and Council, or Court of 
Directors.’’ These words imply an authority equal, by the construction of 
them, to an express order to engage with Raghoba in any scheme or plan for 
retrieving his affairs which shall not be formed against what is called the 
ministerial party at Poona, and which shall have obtained the consent of the 
Governor- General and Council or the Court of Directors. As the proposal made 
for immediately countermanding the orders already issued for the march of 
the intended detachment to Bombay is declared to be founded on the principle 
which influenced the above orders, . I must request that the orders particularly 
alluded to, may be shewn, and if they shall appear to have such a tendency, I 
shall willingly consent to their repeal. 

Calcutta, 12th March 1778. 

Sir, — H aving attentively considered the particular and positive instructions 
which the Court of Directors have given to the President and Council of 
Bombay in the last paragraph of their letter of the 4th of . July 1777 to that 
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Presidency, in regard to their connections and engagements with Ragboha, which 
they have been pleased to communicate to us in their geneial letter received 
this day, we think it our duty to take the earliest opportunity of submitting 
to you our opinion, that, as the Court of Directors declare their resolution to 
adhere strictly to the treaty concluded with the Mahrattas by Colonel TJpton, 
and have particularly ordered the President and Council of Bombay to prevent 
Ra°*hoba from forming any plan against w hat is called the ministerial party at 
Poona, every measure taken or intended to be taken by that Presidency, in 
conjunction with Raghoba, against the ruling power at Poona, will stand in 
direct violation of the Company’s present orders, and for that reason, exclusive 
of all others heretofore urged to the same effect, ought not to be supported 
or countenanced by this Government. On the same principle, we beg leave to 
submit our opinion to you, that all the orders already issued for the march of 
the intended detachment to Bombay should be immediately countermanded. 

We have taken this method of communicating our thoughts to you on 
a subject equally important and pressing, as the meeting of the Board in Coun- 
cil will not, in the ordinary course, take place before Monday next, unless the 
contents of this letter should induce you to think it advisable to summon a 
Council before that day. 

We have the honour to be, &c., 

P. FRANCIS. 

E. WHELER. 


Mr. Francis. — An objection to the form in which Mr. Wheler and I 
thought fit to introduce the consideration of a question of such importance, 
as that contained in our letter to the Governor-General, appears to me so very 
immaterial that I shall make no reply to it. I leave the letter to defend and 
answer for itself. The Court of Directors will judge whether it deserves the 
strictures which have been passed upon it. 

A dispute about the construction of words might he endless. I will there- 
fore not enter into it, but content myself with stating what I think the true 
sense and meaning of the Company’s present orders. Every Member of the 
Board will judge for himself. It appears to me that in the words quoted by the 
Governor-General there are three declarations on the part of the Company, the 
two first positive and without any qualification, the third conditional. Their 
resolution to adhere strictly to Colonel Dpton’s treaty is positive. Their 
orders to the Presidency of Bombay to prevent Raghoba from forming any plan 
against the ministerial party, is also positive ; the third declaration which forbids 
that Presidency from engaging with him in any scheme whatever for retrieving 
his affairs is not absolute, but may be departed from, provided they have pur 
consent or that of the Court of Directors. The true question then is whether 
the late . resolutions taken at Bombay, and confirmed by the approbation of 
this Board, are or are not a violation of Colonel Upton’s treaty, and whether 
they do or do not make part of a plan concerted with Raghoba against the 
ministerial party at Poona. In my opinion they do. The information given 
us by the Presidency of Bombay, in their letter of the 12th December last, of 
propositions made or expected from the ministerial party in favour of Raghoba, 
appears to be totally without foundation. Does there exist any one fact, or the 
representation of a fact, either from Bombay or Poona subsequent to the first 
information, that tends immediately or remotely to confirm or support it ? I 
affirm that there does not. If I am mistaken, the positive proofs may he 
directly produced against me, yet the resolutions taken, and the orders given 
on the receipt of the first intelligence and on the presumption that that intelli- 
gence was weU founded, remain in full force, and have been partly executed. 
We have remitted 10 lacks of rupees to Bombay, and we have given orders for 
forming a detachment nearly equal to a brigade, and, for their march to, and 
assemble, at Calpee. The final orders for their march from thence to Bombay, 
are not yet issued, but every preparatory step is taken, and I take for granted 
the battalions are now on their march from the respective stations to Calpee. 
These are the orders which, as Mr. Wheler and I meant, should be counter- 
manded. According to my understanding, the whole measure stands in direct 
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opposition to tlie plain sense and meaning of tlie Court of Directors, expressed 
in their letter now before us. I have acquitted of the duty which belongs to 
my station, in contributing to bring the question again under the consideration 
of the Board, which, I apprehend, I am warranted in doing by the instructions 
received yesterday, and must leave the determination of it to the sense of the 
majority. 

Mb. Wheleb. — Considering, as I do, that the orders already issued for the 
assembly of six battalions at Calpee, with the further design of proceeding to 
Surat, Bombay, or Poona, are in direct contradiction to the orders of the Court 
of Directors, it became my duty to promote a further consideration of those 
orders, and, if possible, to prevent their being carried into execution. I ima- 
gined a letter addressed to the Governor-General jointly with Mr. Francis, 
whose opinion is well known to have concurred with my own upon this sub- 
ject, would have had more force and efficacy with the Governor- General than 
my single application; but I am soiTy to find it has had the contrary effect, and 
if I could flatter myself that the mode now recommended to me by the Gover- 
nor would be the means of uniting our opinions, I should be very ready to 
adopt the measure. I have done but my duty in joining with Mr. Francis in an 
address to the Governor, and I have no doubt but it will be considered as such 
by those who are ultimately to judge of the transaction. 

Mb. Babwbee. — If the object of the present question, agitated by a letter 
to the Governor- General, is to prevent the interposition of this Government in 
such political measures as may arise in the west side of India, and under any 
circumstances whatever, proposes to decline giving the Presidency of Bombay 
such aid as may be necessary for its support, I will venture to affirm that it 
is not consistent with any orders of the Company now received, nor consistent 
with sound policy. 

The resolutions that have already passed for an effectual aid and support 
of the Bombay Government do not necessarily involve us in any measures that 
may not be consistent with those resolutions. The defence and support of one 
of the Company’s settlements, and the giving them the means of being equal 
to any occasions which may possibly call for the exertion of our military 
strength, cannot be imputed to us as a breach of the treaty of Poona, or a con- 
tradiction of any of the injunctions proceedings from the Company. In the 
vote that authorizes the Bombay Government to take a part in the scenes at 
the Poona Darbar, the ultimate object of them is the tranquility of India, and 
to secure our Government from designs clearly apparent to have originated 
with a faction at Poona for the introduction of the natural enemies of our 
nation — the French. The measures that have been resolved do not, in my opi- 
nion, warrant a deduction of the consequences that are imputed. They profess 
an entire different object, and I hope the public will so far vindicate the votes 
of the majority as to give them that degree of credit so solemn an act merits. 
The national interest can only be my pursuit, and in support of the Bombay 
Government, security and peace to all our possessions. I adhere to my former 
opinions given on this subject, and am con&med in them by a review of the 
precarious state of parties at the Poona Darbar. When once the blow has fallen 
upon Bombay, the greatest exertions on our part will possibly fail to restore 
the splendor of the English Government. 

The Govbbnob-Genebal. — Mr. Barwell has so fully vindicated and ex- 
plained the late resolutions of the Board that he has left me nothing more to add, 
but that, as the objects of those resolutions are strictly conformable to the Com- 
pany’s orders, so also are the means. We have not authorized, nor I trust is 
it necessary to declare that we never will authorize, the Presidency of Bombay 
to engage in any plan against “ what is called the ministerial party at Poona,” 
while the treaty subsists to inviolate on their part. A plan was suggested to us 
by the President and Council of Bombay, which had for its object and means 
to engage in a plan for retrieving the affairs of Eaghobain conjunction with the 
ministeiial party at Poona, and at their invitation the declared object of the 
resolution for sending a military reinforcement to Bombay was, as it is express- 
ed in our letter of the 23rd February to that Presidency, “ to grant them the 
most effectual support in our power;” but has no kind of relation either direct 
or, implied to a violation of the treaty formed with the Ministers at Poona. 
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I am against the motion for countermanding the orders issued for the march of 
the intended detachment to Bombay. 

Resolved that the orders for the march of the detachment from the first 
brigade he not countermanded. 

Secret Dept., I'ort William, the 6th April 1778. 

Monday. a Council, present ; 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, Fresidenl. 
Eichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Ebancis, Esq. 

Edward Whelbr, Esq. 

Read and approved the proceedings of the 30th ultimo. 


The Governor-General delivers in the following answer to Mr. Fbakcis’ objection to the 
letter to the Presidency of Bombay, on the 23rd February. 

Fort "William, 6th April 1778. 

The Governor- General. — It is not perhaps incumbent upon me to make 
any reply to the minute delivered in by Mr. Erancis objecting to the proposed 
draft of a letter to the Presidency of Bombay, as I conceive that all the points 
brought by Mr. E'rancis as arguments against the instructions contained in that 
letter have been fully canvassed in my former minutes upon the state of the 
Mahrattas in relation to the English Government ; and I will venture to pro- 
nounce that to an unbiassed reader it will be proved by those minutes, and by 
the documents on which the arguments contained in them are founded, and 
which stand upon our records, that the seeds of a combination between the 
leading, though not the principal, members of the Mahratta administration and 
an agent who acts under the immediate instructions of the first ministers of 
the Ereneh nation, are sown and have already taken deep root. That the ad- 
ministration of Poona have treated the agent of that nation with all the atten- 
tion due to the Minister of an ally, whilst they have behaved to ours with an 
inattention and disrespect which in any European Court would be considered 
as a dismission, disgraceful to the power he represented, and the consequence 
of which would he satisfaction or war, and that, even allowing for the difference 
of manners to which such a conduct to our Minister may be imputed, the 
striking contrast in their behaviour to the Ereneh agent, with whose nation I 
am on the whole to understand Mr. Erancis supposes them not in alliance, and 
to ours, to whom they are bound by treaty, marks too clearly to be doubted, 
that such conduct proceeds from some deeper cause than simply a difference of 
manners, and lastly, it wiU appear that the Treaty of Purandhor, dated the 1st 
of March 1776, has not yet been carried into execution. 

I have repeatedly and in the most formal manner declared, and again 
declare it to be my opinion, that such is the state of affairs at Poona. 

It is unnecessary to seek further for the causes of the difference of opinion 
in the members of this Board upon the important questions which have lately 
been before it. "We differ in the belief of the facts on which our decision is 
to be founded. Mr. Erancis and Mr. Wheler appear to be for total inaction/ 
Mr. Barwell and myself are for taking some steps which may secure us against 
the effect of intrigues, which we are persuaded are carrying on at Poona, and 
we wish at the same time that what we do should be consistent with the Treaty 
of Purandhor. I shall now proceed to examine the nature and force of the 
evidence by which I think the propositions I have above laid down are sup- 
ported. ^ 

In a letter from Bombay, under date the 10th May 1777, and entered in 
our Consultation of the 16th June, we are informed of the arrival of a Ereneh 
gentleman with his train, who afterwards turned out to be the Chevalier St. 
Dubin. "We are likewise informed of the high respect shewn to birvi by the 
Darbar at Poona and of the suspicion, ^vith the grounds of it, that the port of 
Chowl would be granted by the Ministers to the Ereneh. We find that Mado Eow 
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Bullol, an officer of the Government, was appointed to transact the French 
business. In another letter from Bombay, dated the 21st June 1777, and 
entered in Consultation of the 18th August, is the following paragraph : — 

“ We now find that the French Deputy at the Mahratta Darhar is no other 
than the celebrated Monsieur St. Lubin and not Monsieur St. Laub as we at first 
imagined. At his first audience he was received with a respect and ceremony 
greatly superior to what was paid to our Besident. The two Ministers them- 
selves, Succaram and Nannah, having gone without the tent walls to meet him, 
on his alighting from an elephant provided for him by the Oircar, and intro- 
duced him into the Darbar, whereas Mr. Mostyn was only received by two 
inferior officers, and with much less ceremony. We have remonstrated against 
the indignity shewn to the nation by this distinction shewn to the French, and 
the restrictions laid upon Mr. Mostyn and his attendants so contrary to the 
law of nations, and insisted upon their allowing him the same privilege and 
freedom of communication as heretofore.” 

In Consultation, the 22nd September, is entered a letter from the Bombay 
Council enclosing a paper obtained by Mr. Mostyn at Poona from an English- 
man in St. Lubin’s suite, said to be the production of his Secretary’s pen, in 
which it is stated that Monsieur de Sartinne was the Minister who was entrusted 
with the management of the expedition to India ; that he was so much interest- 
ed in its success as to visit the ports where the ships intended for the expedi- 
tion lay ; that 3,000 men under the command of Monsieur Dennas, late Governor, 
of the Isle of France, were originally intended for the expedition ; that St. Lubin 
was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to the Mahratta Court, and was bound 
to send an express to Europe upon his arrival, of which, should the contents be 
favourable to their views, the above-mentioned number of men would be sent, 
&o. 

The next information in order of time which came before us was Mr. 
Elliot’s letters which he circulated amongst the Members of the Board on the 
1st October, though for the sake of secrecy it was not thought proper at that 
time to put it upon record. It is to be found in Consultation, the 2nd February. 
As I mean, however, this minute to contain a pretty full abstract of the whole 
of the evidence of the French intrigues, and of the high authority from which 
they originate, I shall here quote that part of it which relate to the subject 
on which I am now writing : — 

“ Having been fortunate enough to obtain some intelligence before I left 
Europe, in which the interest of the East India Company and the influence of 
Great Britain in India appear to be deeply interested, I think it incumbent on 
me to take the earliest opportunity of communicating it to your Hon’ble Board. 
I am concerned at the same time to be under the necessity of laying the facts 
only before you, without having it in my power to point out the channels 
through which the intelligence was conveyed to me, as my promise was most 
particularly taken before I., was myself intrusted with it, that I should conceal 
the names of the persons from whom I received the information ; it was not 
without some difficulty that I obtained permission to inform the Governor- 
General and Sir John Clavering of this material circumstances, and that only 
upon condition that they should not trust it to the records of the Company, 
however secret they might be. The opinions, which those gentlemen must 
form, as to the authenticity of the facts which I now propose myself the honour- 
of laying before you, will be a sufficient justification of me for addressing you 
in this letter. 

“ It appears by the information to which .1 allude that Monsieur Sartinne, 
Minister de la Marine of France, has concerted with three or four of the prin- 
cipal Ministers of that country a scheme, the object of which is the total over- 
throw of the English interests in India. That he was sensible the force which 
France could herself bring against our settlements would prove insufficient for- 
so great an undertaking, and had therefore thought it necessary to the com- 
pletion of his views to begin by intriguing with the country powers, and by 
endeavouring to secure them in the interests of France in opposition to those of 
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Britain. That for this purpose he was resolved to send a person to India with 
full powers in the character of agent, and likewise to send out persons, who in 
the information are called des exeToeuTS^ to discipline the nations of India, and 
a considerable quantity of arms and military stores. The person who was 
nominated to this office was described to me as one who bad before been in 
India. He was to go to Pondicherry first, but to assume no public character, 
that he might not be subject to the suspicions of the English. He is furnished 
with letters from the Court of Prance to all the country princes of any note 
in India, to be used at his own discretion. He likewise carries out presents of 
considerable value which he is to distribute as he may judge necessary. The 
substance of his instructions is as follows : — To treat with such of the country 
powers as he may have reason to think will most readily assist the views of 
Prance, and to form alliances with them in the name of the King of Prance ; to 
endeavour to persuade the country powers to fall upon the English settlements ; 
and he is authorized to promise such as will accede to his proposal the warmest 
support of his nation secretly till hostilities are actually commenced, and then 
openly. He is warned, however, in his instructions that Prance is not to take 
the lead in the war, but is to come in as an assistant only. The person from 
whom I learnt these particulars knew for certain that the agent sailed from 
Marseilles in the beginning of April last, but as unacquainted with his name, 
and unable to inform me for certain what road he had followed to India, but 
seemed to be of opinion that he must have passed over to Alexandria in the 
intention of embarking at Suez for India. 

'* Having informed you of what I venture to say may be relied on as 
authentic, it will not be misplaced, &c.*’ 

If we had no other proof of the authenticity of the information contained 
in this letter, but its agreeing so exactly in all the material facts with the intel- 
ligence transmitted to us from Poona in the paper I have already mentioned, 
and in the letters of Mr. Parmer and Mr. Madgett, entered in Consultation, the 
26th January, I should hold it to be incontrovertible. The same circumstances 
brought from Europe and traced in the capital of the Mahratta Empire upon 
the same subject must be facts. The authenticity of Mr. Elliot’s information 
does not, however, singly depend even upon this strong ground. He takes upon 
him in his letter to pronounce it to be authentic, and he has communicated to 
me, as he would have done to Sir John Clavering, had he been alive, which 
Mr. Elliot tliought he was when he drew up the letter as will appear from the 
terms of it, the grounds upon which he makes the declaration. And I now 
declare that he has not in the smallest degree stated the authenticity of his 
information more forcibly than he is warranted from the nature of it. It 
is not therefore in support of Mr. Elliot’s letter that I make the comparison 
between the intelligence discovered in Europe and at Poona, but it is to exa- 
mine how far we should give credit to those parts of Mr. Madgett’s letter which 
are not corroborated by Mr. Elliot’s. If the parts of his letter which admitted 
of proof are ascertained by those proofs being obtained, we are, I think, bound 
to believe that the other parts of it are equally authentic, in support of which 
we are sensible no proof could be obtained. 

The following is an extract of his letter: — 

“ I have heard it repeatedly mentioned by different gentlemen who were 
there, that there was some written instrument, to one side of which Nannah 
swore by the cow, and the other side Monsieur St. Lubin swore by the Holy 
Evangelist ; that Nannah further kept the book Monsieur St. Lubin swore 
on.” 

Mr. Farmer in his letter to Mr. Hornby, an extract of which is here en- 
tered, uses the following words on the same subject : — 

“ They all perfectly agree in the circumstance of the summons given to 
attend at Nannah’s to witness the treaty. Nannah was sworn by his Brahmin, 
and St. Lubin by his padr^, and Nannah kept the book.” 

From the following extract of our letter to Bombay under date the 20th 
of October, which is considerably before the letters from Mr. Farmer Mr. 
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Madgett Trere received by us, it will appear what was the unanimous opinion 
of the Board upon the subject of the French intrigues. The words in italics 
are in Mr, Francis’ handwriting. I know not why the great additional 
weight of evidence brought before the Board since that period should have 
made him change his mind upon this important subject : — 

“ The paper of intelligence obtained by Mr. Mostyn, from a person lately 
in service of Monsieur St. Lubin, and enclosed in your letter of the 2nd of 
August, has left no room to doubt of the commission with which he is charged 
from the Court of France, and the secret conferences which he has been 
admitted to hold with the Poona Government too strongly indicate that they 
may have listened to negociations of a hostile nature to the Company. Monsieur 
St. Lubin remains still at the Mahratta Court, and may possibly by this time 
have entered into engagements with the Paishwa of a dangerous tendency to the 
Company’s establishments : at such a crisis therefore every circumstance is of 
consequence, and we are under great anxiety to learn the progress of his nego- 
ciations.” 

I delivered in to the Board on the 2nd of February 1778 extracts from 
the Persian correspondence. 

The evidence contained in those letters appears to me to amount to proof. 
Succaram Baboo, the first Minister, and whose name is one of the two aflS.xed 
to the treaty, tells us that Monsieur St. Lubin is come to Poona with the cha- 
racter of Minister on the part of the King of France ; that he brought a letter 
from his Boyal Master to the Pundit Purdhan, that is to the Peishwa ; that 
friendship is the object of his negociation. This letter is from the first Minister 
and establishes incontrovertibly the character in which Monsieur St. Lubin 
came to India. It cannot then be asserted that St. Lubin is an adventurer. 
The Nabob of Arcot’s Vakeel details to his master what passed between the 
French Agent and the Mahratta Minister. The whole letter is worthy of the 
utmost attention, but I shall here quote only the following words : — 

“ Succaram Pundit then said (to St. Lubin) I will appoint some person to 
negociate your business for you, it must be a person who is well versed in your 
affairs ; I know of no one qualified for this business except Mado Row Sudasha, 
Monsieur St. Lubin not relishing this proposal made answer : he is employed in 
the negociations with the English, how is it possible we should unite ? ” 

The same Vakeel mentions the Chevalier St. Lubin^s desire that 10,000 
sepoys should be raised to be disciplined. The Aumil of Gaekwar mentions the 
same circumstance. It must be observed how exactly this agrees with the 
information brought by Mr. Elliot from Europe, who says “ that for this purpose 
he (Monsieur Sartinne) resolved to send a person with full powers to India in the 
character of agent, and likewise to send out persons who in the information are 
called des exerceurs, to discipline the natives of India.” I will here for the 
sake of bringing the whole subject into one point of view introduce an extract 
of Mr. Madgett's letter which has been before quoted : — 

“ Military stores, 16,000 muskets, rejected from the King’s service, were 
spared to him at a very low price from the King’s stores by means of the 
influence of Monsieur de Sartinne. Cloth of different sortments and colours with 
a quantity proper for facing formed also a part of the cargo, which I frequently 
heard Monsieur de St. Lubin mention was to clothe the troops that might be 
raised in India for the purpose of the alliance. Having perhaps forgot it in the 
owner’s cargo, he persuaded an officer in the ship to get made and bring out a 
considerable quantity of buttons. The device of the buttons was given by Mon- 
sieur de St. Lubin. It is a Flare de Lys in a crescent, which probably Monsieur 
de St. Lubin imagined to be the Mahratta Standard, and had therefore intended 
it as emblematic of the alliance.” 

The Aumil of Gaekwar writes from Poona upon the subject of the 
French Agent. “ The expenses are great, how should he be able to naake such 
presents of himself ? From these circumstances it is evident that be is no 
impostor.” 

626 r p. 

606 



8 


In Mr. Elliot’s lettter are the following words “ He likewise carries out 
presents of considerahle value wMcli lie is to distribute as be may judge neces- 
sary.” 

Eewagur Pundit, tbe Dewan of Moodajee Booslab, writes to me tbat an 
experienced Ambassador is arrived from Prance, &c. 

In a letter from Mr. Lewis to the Governor of Bombay, wbicb is recorded 
in our Consultation, tbe 16tb February, we find that chokies were placed upon 
the English Factory ; and that none of the English Besident’s people coul^. stir 
without being attended with a chokie or two ; and that the insolence of the 
cliokics was carried so far as to have illtreated a shopkeeper who served the 
factory with the common necessaries of life. The only satisfaction which the 
Darbar would give for an indignity greater than ever was borne by any nation 
was a declaration that Nannah Furness wanted all Europeans to leave Poona ; 
and that if the English must have a vakeel there, he thought a carkoon was 
enough. We are informed nevertheless that Monsieur St. Lubin was closeted 
with Nannah Furness for three hours on the same day. 

The Governor and Council of Bombay in their instructions to Mr. Mostyn, 
entered in the same Consultation, direct him to obtain a satisfactory explanation 
of the indignity offered to the Company in the person of their Besident, and to 
declare to the Darbar, that if they continue to treat their Besident with 
the same indignity ; in future it will be considered as a breach of the treaty, 
&c. 


Mr. Mostyn informs us in his letter of the 19th January that he was pro- 
mised an answer to his complaints in two days on the 13th of January ; that he 
has not only received no answer to his complaints, but the chokies are conti- 
nued on the Factory. 

In answer to aU this, I am told that I take a fact for granted without 
proof. I have stated my proofs, and I think they are clear and decided, and 
unless we could send a commission to Poona to take the evidence of the con- 
fidential ofB.cers of the Mahratta Government, I know not how stronger proofs 
could be obtained, and I do not conceive that upon a political question stronger 
could be required. I will quote the words used by Mr. Francis in a minute 
which he circulated on the 1st December last, from which it will appear what 
his opinions were at that time of the French designs : — 

“ In the present situation of public affairs and with the opinion entertained 
by, every Member of this Board, that the French are meditating designs against 
some part of the Company’s possessions in India, I think we cannot be too 
watchful in observing their motions and taking early precautions against any 
attempts they may possibly have in view, whether such attempts be likely to 
succeed or not ; at this time every new appearance on their part is a just object 
of suspicion.” 

In the minute to which I mean this as a reply he shews pretty clearly 
that he does not so totally differ with me in opinion as he would appear to do 
for the apologizes for the protection given by the Mahrattas to the French. The 
apology which he makes for them is, that our conduct in the protection of 
Baghoba has authorized them to seek for safety in the arms of our natural 
enemy. We do not then differ in the fact ; we only differ in the causes which 
gave rise to the connection. I shall not now enter into an argument with 
Mr. Francis upon the rectitude of measures which are past. It will be here 
sufidoient to say that the Court of Directors made Baghoba’s personal safety an 
indispensable condition of their approbation of the treaty. It will scarcely be 
denied that should he be delivered up to the Ministers, or driven naked and 
defenceless from under the protection of the British flag, his life must fall a 
sacrifice to such injustice. The conveyance of Baghonath Bow to Bengal by 
sea has already been under the consideration of the Board, and proved to be 
impracticable. Mr. Francis, I cannot doubt, though he has introduced this sub- 
ject by way of argument, would shudder at the thought of delivering over a 
man to whom the British faith has once been pledged to certain death. He 

626 P D. 

606 



9 


says nevertheless that the true way to defeat the French views is to give the 
Mahrattas a solid proof of our friendship by dismissing B-aghoba. The connec- 
tion which he supposes to be formed between the French and the Mahrattas, 
and which he makes the groundwoi-k of this proposal, might possibly be dis- 
solved by adopting it ; but if it should not be dissolved, we should by an 
untimely act of submission, contrary to hospitality, contrary to the ins- 
tructions of our superiors, and contrary to policy, give additional strength 
to that power which has been proved to be in combination with our natural 
enemies — the French. The personal safety of Baghoba was an implied 
article of the treaty. No Member of this Board will, I apprehend, stain 
the British faith with so foul a reproach as to suppose it was not. If, however, 
it was not, the decision of the Court of Directors has made it so. The article of 
the treaty which relates to his personal residence is incompatible with his personal 
safety, for it was stipulated that he should reside in the heart of the Mahratta 
dominions. Mr. Francis may argue on this question, as he has on another, that 
there is no proof that his life would not be safe in the place allotted for his 
residence. I must leave the decision of this question to the conviction which 
every man will feel upon it in his own breast, and shall only say that should 
we try the experiment, and the proof afterwards come, it must be sealed in 
blood. Mr. Francis seems to dwell upon an expression used in the preface to 
the instructions to Bombay. He says that to make use of such efforts, as our 
means toill aford and as the treaty will allow is a contradiction in sense 
without saving appearances. I am sorry he should think it worthwhile to play 
with words when deliberating upon the most important questions which can 
come before this Board. It is torturing words to make them convey a mean- 
ing which they-do not imply. The efforts which our means will afford must be 
directed by future events, by necessity or by policy. They may be productive 
of war, but they may be productive of harmony between the English and Mah- 
ratta Governments. If they should be hostile, it must be upon the principle of 
no treaty of friendship and peace existing. The treaty might allow us to 
demand the payment of twelve lacks of rupees for the expenses of the war, it 
might not, however, follow that our means would allow us to make use of such 
efforts as might enable us to enforce the payment of our due. 

I shall here reply to that part of Mr. Francis* minute which alludes to 
the fifth instruction in the letter to Bombay, because it is connected with the 
subject of which I am now treating. The impression, meant to be conveyed by 
it is that, not having originally a-pproved the Treaty of Purandhar, I was re- 
solved to break it at all events. Mr. Francis says that all the late measures 
originated from the resolution of the 2nd February, and upon the truth of this 
fact he appears to rest his proof of my determination on a breach of faith. 

I should draw this minute to an unwarrantable length were I to quote all 
the passages from my minutes prior to that date which clearly disprove the 
fact asserted. I am loth to suppose that Mr. Francis has made this the 
groundwork of his attack upon my measures in hopes that the papers which 
are upon record are too voluminous to be read. In answer to what he has 
said on that subject, particularly to these words — “the first ground failing, 
another must be assumed,*’ I quote the following extracts from my minute en- 
tered in Consultation, the 26th January, which was prior to the receipt of the 
letter on which resolutions of the 2nd February were founded - 

“ That I may not appear to have drawn too forcible a conclusion from the 
late transactions between the Ministers and the Chevalier St. Lubin, I beg 
leave to call the recollection of the Board to a paper delivered to them by Mr. 
Elliot on the 1st of October last. From the comparison of the intelligence 
contained in that paper and brought immediately from Europe, with the in- 
formation obtained by Mr. Mostyn and Mr. Dewis at Poona and their exact 
agreement in the most essential points, I think it appears beyond a doubt that 
the French Agent there in intrusted with a plan which has for its object the 
subversion of the British influence in India. We are in actual treaty of friendship 
with the ruling administration of the Mahratta State, and ouc treaty was formed 
at a time when they were engaged in a war with the Company, from which they 
were released by the treaty which we granted them ; and in the prosecution of 
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whicii, had it continued, they must have fallen. The treaty was concluded hy an 
ofldcer of rank, deputed immediately from this Government, and the attention of 
every Prince and Chief in Hindostan was turned upon this first negotiation of the 
British power under the direction of a general government. It is disgraceful to us 
that the Government at Poona should in any situation pay more attention and 
shew more countenance to an agent of the natural and knowu enemy of our 
country than to ours. But when we are informed that the Prenoh Ministry 
have formed a plan of an offensive alliance with the Mahratta State — when we 
are informed that an Agent of the Prench Ministry has been received at 
Poona, has been treated with the greatest confidence and marks of distinction, 
while our own is disregarded ; that he has received from them the grant of a 
port of trade within twenty miles of Bombay itself, has exchanged mutual 
engagements with them of which his part is to supply them wdth arms and a 
militai’y force ; and even the common newspapers relate these transactions of 
universal notoriety, what conclusions are we, who are immediately concerned in 
them, to form from them ? .Are we to regard them as the allowable machina- 
tions of political intrigue, and quietly permit them to operate to their last 
effect, if the Mahrattas commit no overt act of hostility or direct breach of the 
treaty ; or shall we consider the preparations to a war as declaratory of an 
intended breach of treaty, and take such measures as the necessity of such a 
situation demands for ensuring and confirming the treaty, and giving it that 
vigor which it yet confessedly wants ; or if that should prove impracticable, 
even to prevent the designs of our enemies by openly counteracting and oppos- 
ing them ? 

“ That a remonstrance be made to the Ministers, against the countenance 
afforded by them to the Chevalier St. Lubin, against the engagements, we 
understand, have been formed with him, and against the grant of the Port of 
Chowl made, as we understand, to him, or to the Prench nation through biyn ; 
that though we do not insist on any positive right to demand his dismission nor 
the exclusion of the Prench from the Port of Chowl, yet as we have a right 
to require a knowledge of the intentions of the Ministers in regard to these 
points so far as thay respect the treaty of peace subsisting between the 
Mahratta State and the British Government in India, a clear and satisfactory 
explanation be demanded of their intentions ; and that a declaration be made to 
them that we shall take such measures accordingly as prudence shall dictate for 
the future safety of the Company’s interests and possessions committed to our 
charge.” 

I should apologize for the extreme length of this minute, and for the 
number^ of quotations I have been under the necessity of making from our re- 
cords, with which every Member of the Board must be supposed to be acquaint- 
ed, but the hasty manner in which Mr. Pranois accuses me of introducing 
supposed facts as usual, without proof, and the assertion which he makes that 
the causes of complaint on which the letter urges a quarrel, are trifling and 
exaggerated, and that the facts it refers to are clearly disproved or taken for 
grant^ without evidence, has forced me in my own defence to disprove the 
assertions of Mr. Praneis. 

Let Mr. Praneis and Mr. Wheler weigh the force of evidence upon which 
the proof of the combination between the Prench and Mahrattas is founded. 
Should they hereafter see the armies and fleets of Prance in alliance with the 
Mahrattas, the offspring of the present intrigues and their proposed inaction, 
triumphing over the English settlements in the western parts of India, it would 
he a bad excuse to their country and to themselves to say ** we had no proofs 
that it would be so.” 

lam well aware of the innumerable causes which may arise between this 
time and the period intended for the execution of this plan to prevent its being 
executed at all. Had I the same conviction that the plan would be carried 
into execution, as I have that it exists, I should not have proposed that troops 
should be sent to reinforce our settlement at Bombay, but I should have proposed 
the English armies from Oalpee and Bombay should have met at Poona. 
^ not therefore act upon the conviction that the Prench will send out' armies 
to India for the purpose of effecting our overthrow. I acknowledge the chapter 
or accidents to be open, and that it is a voluminous one. I am convinced, 
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however, that when Monsieur. St. Luhin was despatched from France, it was the 
intention of that Government to back his negotiations by force ; and as far as 
human foresight can lead us, we have every reason to think that the French 
administration will do everything they intended ; for St. Lubin’s negotiations 
appear to have been much more successful than their most sanguine expecta- 
tions could have permitted them to hope. The line I have taken in conjunc- 
tion with Mr. Barwell is strictly consistent with these principles. We tell the 
Ministers that if they do not give us a clear and satisfactory explanation of 
their intentions, we shall take such measures accordingly as prudence shall 
dictate, &c. 

This declaration does not in 5 «ny shape commit us. Prudence may dictate 
to us the necessity of reinforcing our settlement at Bombay and no more. 
Such a declaration may, however, alarm the administration at Poona, and make 
them act with more good faith towards those with whom they are in alliance. 
The requisition for permission that our troops shall pass through their country 
will give this declaration additional weight ; and I think it is more than 
probable that should Nanna Furness, the patron of the French, still wish to 
support the views of that nation, he will be checked by Succaram Baboo and 
his other colleagues in ofdce. This leads me to answer the part of Mr. 
Francis’s minute where he asks, what is meant to be done should the Mahrattas 
refuse a passage to our troops through their country ? Future events must decide 
this question. The detachment is not yet marched; when it does march it may 
take another road, or march but a part of the way. It is not declaration of 
war to ask a free passage for our troops from one of our settlements to another ; 
and I will never give my consent to a declaration of war, or to any act which 
is equal to it against the Mahrattas, whilst they maintain their faith to us, or 
whilst we are not obliged to act in our own defence. The advantages of 
our military preparations must at all events be acknowledged. If the 
detachment reaches Bombay, it secures that settlement against every efforts 
with which the French and Mahratta intrigues appear to be pregnant. 
If it should stop in the country of the Paja of Berar, Poona will be 
between an English army at Bombay and another in Berar. Its march 
may be suspended, or it may be rendered wholly unnecessary by advices 
received from Bombay that the members of that Presidency have of 
themselves effected the purposes for which it was formed, either before the 
detachment has made any considerable progress, or possibly before it has even 
moved from the ground of its first station. But even in these cases it may have 
been productive of some advantage by the confidence excited in our friends, 
and by the impression which the rumour of so powerful a reinforcement may 
have made on the minds of a weak unconstitutional and divided ministry, 
which, abandoning all its hopes in the French alliance, may choose on any terms 
to solicit ours as their only resource, or to yield into other hands for the con- 
dition of personal safety, a power which they are unable to retain. 

I shall now endeavour to prove my third proposition, that the Treaty of 
Purandhar passed on the 1st March 1777 is not yet executed, which will at the 
same time answer the only part of Mr. Francis’ minute which remains un- 
answered. 

The first proof which is produced in that minute in support of the opinion 
that the treaty is executed is, that we are in possession of Salsette, and the 
Mahratta share of the City and Purgunnah of Broach. 

It would be strange indeed if we were not in possession of them when 
the treaty was concluded, and nothing but force could have arrested them 
from us ; and that force must have been greater than the whole Mahratta 
Empire, unsupported by a European alliance, could have brought against us. 
This is not a very striking instance to produce of the Mahratta good faith. 

It is stipulated in the Treaty that Salsette and the other islands should 
remain in our possession. The only way by which this condition of the treaty 
could be accomplished was by silence and acquiescence. But the treaty was 
Scarcely signed when the Ministers reclaimed those cessions, and have since 
Repeated the requisition, not as a point of option, but of right, with an intima:* 
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tion too strongly implied to be misunderstood, that at a proper time they would 
use force to recover it, yet Mr. ^Francis instances this as one condition of the 
treaty which has been accomplished : surely it has not. 

The 6th article of the treaty entitles us to a country of three _ complete 
lacks of rupees, &c., &o. This article is not executed, and Mr. Francis acknow- 
ledges it, for he says “ the complete execution of the treaty has only been re- 
tarded by a dispute about the literal meaning of the Kaumil Jemma, &c. 
Mr. Francis says that in our letter of the 18th August, “ we declared that we 
understood the term to mean a gross revenue,” which he thinks decides the 
dispute against us. By no means. Mr. Francis has mistaken or forgotten the 
point in dispute. It is not a gross revenue of three lacks which the Ministers 
offer, for that we should have accepted ; but lands which stand rated in their 
books at a revenue of three lacks. Our instructions to the presidency of Bombay 
upon this article, in the letter quoted by Mr. Francis, are strictly consonant to 
those which we have now given, as will appear from the perusal of both. 

Mr. Francis asks, is it meant that we should go to war, &c. The instruc- 
tions direct the Council of Bombay to ascertain the right; if we are wrong to 
relinquish our demands ; if we are right to insist on our right, and if not 
admitted to declare it a breach of treaty ; it is extraordinary that if upon 
proof it appears that we have rights, we should relinquish those rights because 
they are controverted by the Mahrattas. It is not very consistent with the 
honour of this Government to yield at so critical a time to the dictates of an 
ally, the terms of whose alliance are not yet completed. To declare that it 
will be breach of treaty is not a declaration of war ; but it is a declaration 
that we have a right to go to war ; and will, I have no doubt, be sufficient to 
secure us our right, unless the Mahrattas shall be supported by a European 
ally. 

Though I am not fond of commenting upon words, I cannot help taking 
notice of a word used by Mr. Francis in the part of his minute which alludes 
to the execution of the 6th article of the treaty. He says “ the complete execu- 
tion of the 6th article of the treaty has only been retarded by a dispute about 
the literal meaning of the words Kaumil Jemma.” Any one not acquainted 
with the subject would infer from this expression that the execution of the 
treaty was delayed till by looking into a dictionary we could ascertain the 
meaning of a word. The treaty has been concluded upwards of two years, and 
this article, by Mr. Francis’ confession, is not yet accomplished. How long 
would he permit it to remain so ? 

He says we retain Chickly, Coral, and several other places, and enjoy the 
revenue thereof, as pledges, till the sunnuds for the country of three lacks 
can be made out. 

We do not hold the places he mentions as a pledge. They are the cessions 
made to us by Futty Sing, and are our property, as will be seen in my answer 
to Mr. Francis* objection to the third instruction. 

The 6th article cf the treaty is equally unaccomplished. The Mahrattas 
agreed to pay us six lacks within six months of the date of the treaty, and six 
lacks within two years of the same date; which last period expired on the 1st of 
last month. 

Mr. Francis appears to object to the instructions proposed for enforcing 
the execution of this article, upon a reliance that they will not be read by those 
who read his objections. To contrast his objection with the instructions is the 
shortest, but i am sure the most conclusive, of all replies to his observation. 


Instruction 2nd . — “We direct that 
you demand immediate payment of 
the sum of twelve lacks of rupees due 
by the 6th article of the treaty, or of 
so much of it as still remains unpaid, 
and that the Purgunnah of Jam- 
626 p d. 


Observation . — The second instruc- 
tion “ orders a peremptory payment of 
the twelve lacks which the Mahrattas 
consented to pay us towards the ex- 
penses of the war. Is it meant that we. 
shall renew the war for the immediate 
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boosur be thereupon restored to the payment o£ this whole sum, while the 

Ministers, unless you shall have revenues of Jamhoosur are mortgaged 

accepted of the same as an assign- to us for the gradual liquidation of it ? 

ment under such engagements as shall 

have absolved them from the literal 

performance of that article^ and those 

engagements have been fulfilled on 

their parts : and if they shall refuse 

to comply with the demand so made 

to them, that you are to declare their 

refusal to be a breach of treaty. 

It will scarcely be denied that a temporary mortgage of an open country 
from one nation to another is not equal to ready-money, which was our ori- 
ginal agreement. War would mutually release us from all our engagements, 
and the mortgaged country would be as much theirs as ours, but a sum of 
money in our own treasury would be indisputably our own. I leave others less 
unbiassed in their opinions than my opponents to judge, from this minute, of the 
security we have that peace will long exist between the English and Mahratta 
Governments. 

The deeison that Futty Sing had a right to make the cessions he made to 
us, contained in the third instruction, is likely, Mr. Francis says, to make the 
establishment of a lasting peace impossible. 

To our letter of the 18th August I refer for a reply to this objection. It 
was a letter written by the unanimous consent of the Board, and the words 
in italics are in the handwriting of Mr. Francis. An attentive reader will 
perceive that the words to which I allude forms the most forcible part of 
the argument in favour of our retaining the cessions, as it is meant to prove 
that Futty Sing’s evidence did not make against our right. 

“We enclose for your information copies and translations of a letter written 
by Futty Sing in reply to a reference made to him by Colonel Upton on 
the subject of his right to alienate any territories dependent on him, and of 
sunnuds granted at divers times to the Gaekwars. This letter from Futty 
Sing, though it evades a positive and direct answer to the point in question^ 
seems to disavow any right in him to alienate these possessions, but the con- 
cerns which he has in the question makes his personal evidence very suspicious 
(especially in the present instance in which it is opposed to his own personal act), 
since whatever is relinquished by the Company will revert to him. 

“By the tenure on which all jaghirry possessions are held, we doubt 
whether any part of them can be legally alienated for ever by the jagheerdar, 
but we are not sufl&ciently informed if the lands possessed by the Gaekwar’s 
family are of this nature. The answer to the 7th request contained in the 4th 
sunnud seems to allow of a right in them to dispose of their own districts in 
any manner they pleased, without obtaining the special concurrence of the 
Peishwa. 

“ The 7th Bequest. — I shall commence war against the independent 
Moguls who have establishments in my share, and recover their possessions 
from them at my own expense ; let not the Government concern itself with 
them.” 

.iwstoer.— Should you take any measures with respect to those districts 
which are you own share, the Government has no concern in it. 

“ Agreed accordingly. 

“ Although the inference which we draw from this passage is not c.onclusive, 
yet we thiTik it sufficient to justify you in retaining possession of the districts 
ceded by Futty Sing until clear proofs shall be afforded by him or by the 
Ministers that he had no right to make those cessions. The detention of the 
cormtry for a few months longer, supposing it should be at last restored to 
Futty Sing, will be no breach of the treaty on our part, as long as any mate- 
rial articles of it remain unexecuted on theirs.” 
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I have now, I think, answered everything advanced in opposition to the 
late instructions to Bombay. 

Mr. Prancis and Mr. Wheler may perhaps ^ consider themselves as little 
responsible for voices which, as the voices of a minority, are not enectual.^ - ^ 
Barwell and myself are indifferent situations ; I could wish to have been 3 omea 
hy every Member of the Board on this occasion, because I think unanimity 
would add vigor to our distant measures ; and I hold them responsible for* 
whatever effects may he produced by their opposition. 


Secret Dept., Port "William, the 8th June 1778. 

Monday. At a Council, peesbnt: 

The Hon’ble Waehen Hastings, Governor- General, Fresident. 
Kichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Pranois, Esq. 

Edward Wheler Esq. 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the 1st instant. 


Head the following letter from Colonel Leslie. 

Gentlemen, — Although I have heen arrived in this neighbourhood some 
^ , , X .. days, I have delayed writing to you until I should 

Colonel Leslie, 20th May. if x 

have crossed the first division of my detachment 

over the Jumna. 


Pursuant to your directions, every means in my power were used to re- 
concile the Chiefs holding the districts between Calpee and Bundelcund, to my 
march, and I received assurances of their willingness and ready assistance of 
provisions. They also sent a vakeel to me for my orders, and to receive my 
declarations of peace and protection to the inhabitants on my march, but the 
Killadar of the Port waived acquiescing to my application for the aid of his 
boats, and indicated in all his actions the hostility of his intentions. 

Many attempts and threats were used to intimidate my workmen at the 
boats I had been able to collect, and at the instant tbeir vakeel was in my 
camp, they commenced direct acts of hostility, and absolutely fired on my 
people employed at the boats, which was retorted on them by the guard 
placed for their protection. In the afternoon they returned to the same 
attempts, and the officer then thought it necessary to punish them more 
effectually, and fired a few rounds from two 6-pounders that had heen ordered 
there to cover the landing of the troops ; this obliged them to retreat with the 
loss of some men. Some gabions that were thrown up before the party at the 
boats entirely secured them from the effects of their shot. 

I had told the vakeel my intention of crossing yesterday, but he was 
very solicitous for my delaying another day, and expressed his master’s wish 
that I would cross the river at 16 coss higher up, I could not accede to either ; 
the first was incompatible with the declaration I had made, having already 
delayed my passage of the river with the expectation of seeing the vakeel who 
confirmed to me the promises I had received from the Chiefs Ballajee and 
Gunga Dur, and the latter was leading me far out of my way, and therefore 
not to be complied with. 

I explained these objections to the vakeel, and repeated my professions of 
amity and protection to the country, and he left me on the pledge of peace, to 
give the requisite injunction to the E^illadar troops, and to send the boats 
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seemingly satisfied, and promised to return to me in tlie evening. This he did 
not perform, and the declared hostility the Mahrattas had shown at the ghaut 
gave me reason to expect some opposition. Yesterday morning at daybreak the 
troops reached the ghaut, consisting of three battalions and their guns, and on 
the first embarkation being formed on the opposite beach, the troops that had 
been collected at Oalpee began to assemble. Colonel Goddard immediately des- 
patched a messenger to their Chief with a desire to pass unmolested and was 
desired to come on. However, before one battalion was quite formed, their 
horsemen began a distant fire with their matchlocks, and finding no immediate 
resistance, their insolence was so great, as to draw very near the troops in 
single men, to molest us, by which means two sepoys were slightly wounded. 
The security of the people then required a resistance, and the two guns placed 
for covering the landing with a small battery I had posted for the support of 
the troops in possessing themselves of the post they were to occupy, discharged 
a few shots amongst them which did execution. 

The detachment marched from the beach, and met with no opposition, 
the Mahratta troops retreating before them the whole way to the village from 
whence they wheeled off through some rugged ground to a plain about a mile 
inland from the fort. Colonel Goddard had detached Major Pullerton, with 
four Grenadier companies to his left, to prevent any surprise in the rear of 
his detachment from the high grounds, with directions for their joining at the 
village ; but the road being much intersected through the deep broken ground, 
he was led near a mile from the extremity of the village, almost intercepting 
the retreat of the troops from the fort ; at this time the parties that had gone 
off with their baggage and effects to a post about 3 coss on the Jellapore Eoad 
were returning in search of plunder, and to aid in harassing our troops, collected 
here to the number of about 1,200 men ; they attacked the Grenadiers with 
some sutrenalls and rockets, and pressed them so hard, that the fourth battalion 
with two guns immediately marched from the village to their relief and the 
seventh battalion was ordered to follow. On the junction of the fourth battalion, 
a few rounds decided the contest, and the enemy retreated to Etowrak, the place 
where they had carried their effects. It was too far in the day and the troops 
too much harassed by being a long time under arms to think of pursuing them, 
and the detachment returned to the bank of the river taking up their post 
between the village and the fort. The fort they found evacuated ; Colonel 
Goddard therefore possessed it immediately. In this attack a few Grenadiers 
were wounded, but none dangerously. 

I have been thus particular to point out to you, gentlemen, that the steps 
I have pursued, and the endeavors I used to obtain the acquiescence of the 
Chiefs Ballajee and {Gunga Dur, were consonant to your orders and such as 
will obtain your approbation, and that the jealous d,isaffeotion of the Mahratta 
Chiefs alone has produced this first hostility. I do also assure you that I will 
yet strive to secure their peaceable admission of my march. The Eort of Calpee 
is an excellent hostage ; this, together with the knowledge they now have 
that your troops will not patiently bear an insult, may affect their ready 
acquiescence. 

Another vakeel from Ballajee is with me, who denies that the opposition 
has been made by authority, and solicits friendship from me. On proper 
pledges I will grant it, but the deceit they have already used will not admit of 
my placing too much confidence in their professions. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the officers and troops behaved 
with the greatest alacrity, at the same time they observed the strictest discipline 
and regularity. 


I have the honour to be, &c., 
MATTHEW LESLIE. 
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The Governor-General lays before the Board the following draft of an answer to the above 

letter for their approbation. 

Sib, — ^W e tave received your letter dated the 20 th ultimo. It affords us 
4!. * 1 4.^ 4. , IT.- great .satisfaction, and adds to the confidence which 

Draft of a letter to Colonel Leslie, ® i . i j. ± i xt 

Commanding the Detaciiment from the we before reposed in your conuuct, to oDserve the 
1st Brigade. attention which you have shewn to our instructions 

in your endeavours to conciliate the Mahratta Chiefs to the march of your 
detachment, and in your forbearance to retaliate their hostilities, until the safety 
of your party made it necessary to repel them. 

We do not regret the opposition which you have met with, since it has 
afforded you an occasion of proving the sincerity of our professions, and the 
Mahrattas to be the aggressors in this early act of hostility ; at the same time that 
the ill-success which attended it cannot have failed to make an impression, 
which we hope will discourage them in their future attacks, for such we ought 
to expect, nor can we doubt that this was made by authority, though disavowed 
by their principals ; we have less apprehension of their open hostilities than 
of their treachery, and therefore, although you inform us that you shall not 
place too much confidence in their professions, yet we think it necessary to 
repeat the caution, and to recommend that you do not suffer yourself by any 
appearances to relax from it. 

We desire that you will advise Mr. Mostyn, the Company’s Besident, on 
the part of the Government of Bombay, at Poona, of your proceedings and of 
all such occurrences as may require his explanation of them to the Government 
at Poona, or the interposition of its authority to prevent the like attempts in 
others to interrupt the course of your march. 


We are, &c. 


Mb. Pbancis. — ^The opposition made by the Mahrattas to Colonel Leslie’s 
passage over the Jumna is to me, I confess, an unexpected event. I under- 
stood that great reliance had been placed on the solemn promises given us by 
the Mahratta Chiefs, of their pacific disposition, and of their resolution, not 
only to permit the detachment to march quietly through their country, hut 
even to give them every possible assistance. At any rate, I did not expect that 
they would have discovered a hostile intention to us, until the detachment was 
engaged further in their country. As we at present know what we have to 
trust to, and as it seems to he agreed, that we ought to expect that they will 
do everything in their power to interrupt the march of the army, it is my 
opinion that we ought not to attempt to proceed any further, at least until the 
rains are over. I think that we hazard the safety of that army, on which 
perhaps the safety of Bengal and of the whole British Empire in India may 
depend, by attempting to force a passage from one side of India to the other 
at this unfavourable season of the year, and in the face of an enemy determined 
to oppose it. The Mahrattas have it in their power to distress, harass, and per- 
haps ruin any army that enters into their country in these circumstances, 
without ever coming to an engagement. I wish the opinion of military men 
to he taken, whether it be probable that Colonel Leslie’s army under these 
difficulties can make good its passage from Oalpee to Bombay, or how it is 
possible for them to insure the necessary supplies of forage and provisions 
during so long a march in the rains, if the Mahrattas are determined to do every- 
thing they can to distress him. On these principles I cannot approve of the 
proposed letter, except that part of it which recommends extraordinary 
caution, which undoubtedly ought to he observed, if the expedition is to be con- 
tinued. 

^ Mb. WheiiBB. — I agree with Mr. Francis, particularly in that part of his 
minute which recommends the taking of military opinions upon the present 
state of the army under the command of Colonel Leslie. 

526 F. D. 

eiii 



17 


Me. Baewell.— Approves of the draft. 


The draft of the letter to Colonel Leslie being approved, agreed that it be 
written and despatched accordingly. 


. Governoe-Genbkal. — During a former period, in which my voice was 
excluded from an influence on the resolutions of the Board, I made it a 
rule, from which I never deviated, to assist and support every measure of the 
Council, after it had received the sanction of the concurrent opinions of 
a majority of its Members, although passed in opposition to my opinion. It 
was a duty which I owed to the service, nor has even the change of influence 
ever induced me to depart from it. But measures, w^hich I deemed the most 
pernicious to the service, having been allowed to make their effect, I have 
supported them, and I do support them even to this hour. I have a right to 
complain of the contrary conduct of Mr. Francis in particular, and of Mr. 
Wheler, who has invariably joined with him in loading every measure of 
Government originally undertaken against their opinions with unremitted 
opposition. This is I believe the fifth time, if not more, that Mr. Francis has 
urged the recall of the detachment, after having thrown upon me and Mr. 
BaWell the entire responsibility of its appointment. I should not feel so 
sensibly as I do the authority of two Members of the Administration, which 
ought to be applied solely to the promotion of the Company’s interests, and 
the effectual prosecution of the regular acts of Government thus employed 
to impede and counteract them, if their objections were derived from a studied 
knowledge of the subjects, how erroneous soever the conclusions from them 
might be. But it is my hard lot to contend with either misinformation or mis- 
representation, for I will venture to say that there is not a syllable of Mr. 
Francis’ minute that is not built upon wrong grounds of fact. I will examine 
every part of it in the order in which it was dictated. The minute begins 
with these words : — “ The opposition made by the Mahrattas to Colonel Leslie’s 
passage over the Jumna is to me, I confess, an unexpected event. I understood 
that great reliance had been placed on the solemn promises given us by the 
Mahratta Chiefs, of their pacific disposition and of their resolution not only to 
permit the detachment to march quietly through their country, but even to 
give them every possible assistance.” No such declaration of the solemn pro- 
mises thus given by the Mahratta Chiefs appears on any part of our records, nor 
can I conceive why this assertion is so pointedly made, unless it be to suggest 
the danger of a march of the detachment through a country united under one 
Government, and combining all its powers to destroy it from the banks of 
the Jumna to Bombay. I can say for myself that I never entertained the same 
assurance of the pacific disposition of the Chiefs of the Peishwa’s immediate 
jurisdiction. 

I proceed with the words of the minute — "At any ra,te I did not expect that 
they would have discovered a hostile intention to us, until the detachment was 
engaged further in their country; as we at present know wbat we have to 
trust to, and as it seems to be agreed that we expect that they will do every- 
thing in their power to interrupt the march of the army, it is my opinion 
that we ou^^ht not to attempt to proceed any further, at least not until the 
rains are over. I think that we hazard the safety of that army, on which per- 
haps the safety of Bengal and of the whole British Empire in India may 
depend by attempting to force a passage from one side of India to the 
other at this unfavourable season of the year, and in the face- of an enemy 
determined to oppose it. The Mahrattas have it in their power to dis- 
tress, harass, and perhaps ruin any army that enters into their country in 
these circumstances, without ever coming to an engagement. I lanient 
that such alarming declarations cannot he confined to our records, and I 
lament the dangerous consequences to which the Company’s interests must 
he exposed both here and at home by such a denunciation pronounced by a 
Member of this Administration, and of universal ruin to the British Empire from 
the effects of a partial measure, which was unfortunately undertaken without 
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liis concurrence. A very short reply will he sufficient to dissipate such ill- 
grounded apprehensions. The districts which depend on the Chiefs, who have 
commenced, the first hostilities against the 'detachment, extend hut to a short 
distance from Oalpee. Three or four days, or at most a week, will he sufficient 
for it to reach the borders of Bundelcund — a country neither subject to the 
government of the Mahrattas, nor likely to be influenced by their example ; from 
Bundelcund the route will be through the district of Bhopal, which is under 
the government of a Pathan Chief, acknowledging no other submission to the 
Mahratta State than the payment of the choute. I am not master of the exact 
geography of this country, hut I can affirm that this district includes so 
narrow a space, that it is neither mentioned in our maps nor known at this 
distance, but to persons who have occasionally passed through it. The rest of 
the way to the borders of Candeish, and of the countries which are contiguous to 
Poona, lies in the dominions of Moodajee Boosla, who is at this time tlie most 
powerful of the Chiefs who bear the Mahratta name, who holds his possessions 
in his own right, and independent of the Government of the Peishwa, even by 
the confession of the members of that Administration. Prom him I have 
received the warmest assurances of assistance, and even invitations repeated to 
Colonel Leslie as well as to myself, for the march of the detachment" into his 
country. The knowledge which I have acquired of his political interests and 
objects is a warrant yet stronger for my confidence in his fidelity. If the 
safety of our detachment has been thus far secured, I think there is little danger 
from the opposition.it may meet witii in the remainder of its progress except 
the event of a war, should a war be the consequence which in defiance of the 
most guarded precautions of human prudence mast ever be in some deoree 
fortuitous. Yet it is my opinion that this undertaking is as little liable to^ad- 
verse consequences as any expedition that has ever yet been set on foot by any 
one of the English Governments in India ; and I am willing to stake my re- 
putation on the event of it. Twice is the rainy season repeated in this minute 
as an objection. The same objection has been before twice made by Mr 
Praneis, and very fully answered. It is hard to exact from me repeated an- 
swers to the same objections without an argument urged to support them I 
shall content niyseH with appealing to my former reply which is contained in 
my mmute of 21st May. . 


Yo proceed in the words of Mr. Praneis’ minute : “ I wish the opinion of 
mihtary men to be taken whether it be probable that Colonel Leslie’s army 
under these difficulties can make good its passage from Calpee to Bombay, or 
how It is possible for them to ensure the necessary supplies of forage and pro- 
visions during so long march in the rains, if the Mahrattas are determined to do 
everything they can to distress him.” I do not desire to consult opinions on 
determined, but to state the question in the terms proposed 
would be to deceive those to whom it was put into false opinions, the necessary 
consequences of false premises. The minute concludes in the following words 
V- u principles I cannot approve of the proposed letter except that part of 
It which recommends extraordinary caution which undoubtedly ought to be 
observed if the expedition is to be continued.” The question before the Board 

is, whether a letter shall be written to Colonel Leslie consisting of two distinct 

points ; the first is an approbation of his past conduct j the second a caution to 

giyen hy two of the Members applies only to the 
^ point inclined m the question with a total silence on the first, while the 
d^ebates of the Board have been introduced and consumed the whole time of 
a subject totally from both. It may suit the system 

adopted, whatever that be, by the dissenting Members of this Council to con- 

whMi*?® ^7®h have been used to this time, to defeat the measures 

rnM^rahlf against their consent. I declare in this place my 

conSon! prosecute it to the utmost of my power to iU 


CIS-— What rules of conduct Mr. Hastings may have Prescribed 

T tmo/® .,1,^ ^ ^ concerned in. My conduct 

I trust wiU want no apology, as long as it is guided by my own seS^ of what 

®“iands of me, though it should npt correspond with Ms exampl^ 
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Neither do I know, nor do I mean to enquire, what those measures "are, which, 
though taken by the late majority in opposition to his opinion, and though of a 
nature the most pernicious to the Company’s service he continues to support, 
hut this I do know, that all our measures were approved of by the Company] 
and none of them so strongly as those which received the greatest opposition 
at this Board. 

Admitting the rule, alluded to by the Governor, to be a. good one, I con- 
ceive it does not strictly apply to the present question. In proposing to stop 
the march of the detachment, I do not properly retard or embarrass the exe- 
cution of a measure already resolved on, while all circumstances continue the 
same. I propose a new measure on the ground of a new and unexpected event. 
With respect to the constant opposition which I arh charged with having 
heretofore given to this measure, I avow the fact, and am glad to see it 
established by testimony that cannot he disputed. In referring to the pacific 
declarations of the Mahratta Chiefs, I spoke from a strong impression on my 
memory which I believe has not misled me. Moodajee Boosla repeatedly 
promises to furnish the army with all necessaries, and to conduct them wfith secu- 
rity through his territories. I did understand that Ballajee and Gunga Dur had 
given us assurances to the same effect. Their letters to Colonel Leslie are full 
of amicable professions, which were continued to him by their vakeels in his 
camp, even to the time when their troops were attacking his advanced parties. 
He now says “ that the jealous disaffection of the Mahratta Chiefs alone has 
produced this first hostility.” I for my owm part see no reason why all these 
Chiefs should not act on the same principles. Their general interests must be 
the same, and the first of. those interests, I conceive, must be to prevent a 
foreign force from penetrating into their country, under any pretences whatso- 
ever. What the particular conduct of Moodajee Boosla may he, is uncertain. The 
proceedings of the other Chiefs give us no cause to rely on his good faith, or 
pacific intentions. I, for myself, place no confidence in them. My objection to the 
march of the army, on account of the rainy season, does not now stand on the 
same ground on which it was first urged. It was confined to that considera- 
tion only : it is now united with that of a military opposition. Either of these 
difficulties singly might perhaps be surmounted. It now appears that we have 
both to contend with. 

I have no apprehension that my opinions given at this Board will reach 
the Mahrattas or will have any effect upon the operations in the field. They 
are easy and obvious conclusions from facts known to everybody. If I am 
singular in drawing such conclusions, my opinion, though it should be uni- 
versally known, can produce no effect. I confess that I did not attend to the 
formality of approving^ Colonel Leslie’s conduct, which I should not have 
objected to ; my mind was filled with objects of, more consequence. To the con- 
cluding sentence of the Governor’s minute I shall . content myself with saying 
that I neither have formed a system of personal interest, nor am I able to 
devise one, which could be promoted or retarded by stopping the present expe- 
dition, neither am I peremptory' in saying that I shall at all times and in all 
circumstances oppose it to the utmost of my power, because a state of facts 
may exist to which I may be compelled by necessity ^to accommodate my 
conduct. 

The Governob-Genbeal. — I will not lengthen a debate which originally 
arose from a subject to which it does hot regularly belong, and has run into 
others, yet more foreign from it, but there is one point which demands my 
reply. 

I have complained of the unfair application which Mr. Eraneis has made 
of the general and equivobal term Mahratta, which in the only sense that it will 
bear in his inferences means only that part of the Mahratta Government which 
acknowledges the sovereignty and immediate authority of the Peishwa and 
his Ministers ; but the facts from which these inferences are reduced relate to 
a variety of powers and interests which are entirely separated from the Peishwa’s 
Government, and which their original dependence on it has even converted by 
a necessary consequence into an opposition to it. The greatest part, at least 
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two-thirds of the Kne proposed for the march of the detachment belongs to 
powers that acknowledge no obedience to the Mahratta State properly so called ; 
that of Bundleonnd does not even bear the Mahratta name, yet it wili be im- 
possible for any uninformed person to read Mr. Francis s Minute, even the^ latter 
though dictated after he had been reminded of this essential distinction, without 
concluding from them that the whole country lying between the present sta- 
tion of the detachment and its termination at Bombay was occupied^ by one 
power, and that power ready to act uniformly against the detachment in every 
stage of its progress. 

The promises given by M^oodajee Boosla will not warrant the supposition 
with which Mr. Francis begins his first minute, and on which he expresses his 
disappointment, since this Chief, though confounded in the general Mahratta 
name, is not a dependent of the Mahratta Government, neither will the assurances 
given by the Chiefs, Ballajee and Gunga Bur, justify Mr. Francis’s expectations 
of a pacific conduct in the Mahratta Chiefs, since their names were never men- 
tioned before, and they are now only mentioned to shew that neither their con- 
duct nor intentions were pacific. 

Yet one word more. It would lead me into a discussion too pointed and 
too personal were I to reply to the latter part of the preceding minute in which 
Mr. Francis is pleased to say that he is not able to divine one system which 
could be promoted or retarded by stopping the present expedition. To this I 
shall briefiy answer that the disgrace of those who planned the present expedi- 
tion, the irreparable loss of the credit of this Government, and a perpetual 
distrust in all its future acts, exclusive of the forfeiture of the advantages for 
which it was originally concerted, would be the infallihle consequence of stop- 
ping the present expedition. It would ill-become me to connect such conse- 
quences with a supposed system of party, how obvious so ever the transition 
may he, and however warranted by universal practice from the defeat of those 
who have the conduct of affairs to the triumph of their opponents. A constant 
series of opposition may likewise produce the effect of stamping on the authors 
of public measures the opprobium of every failure of success, which may at 
any time attend them, at the same time that its public and popular influence 
essentially tends to prevent their success. 

The Governor-Gexeeax — ^lays before the Board the following draft of 
a letter which he proposes with their approbation to write to the Peishwa and 
his Ministers, and he further proposes that copies of it and of the letter just 
received from Colonel Leslie be transmitted to Mr. Mostyn ; that he be informed 
of the directions given to Colonel Leslie to advise him of his proceedings and 
of all occurrences that may require his explanation of them to the Poona Gov- 
ernment, or his application to that Government for 'the interposition of its 
authority to prevent any impediment to the march of the detachment ; that 
he be also desired to correspond with Colonel Leslie; and to inform him of any 
circumstances that he may deem it useful for him to be acquainted with. 


To the Peishwa. Written 9th June 1778. 

I some time ago informed you of my design to despatch a body of troops 
from hence to strengthen the garrison of Bombay, and requested that in con- 
sideration of the friendship and treaty subsisting between you and the Com- 
pany which it was my determination strictly to abide by, you would give 
order to all your Chiefs in the several districts through which the march of the 
troops lay, for their unmolested passage, and to supply them with such assist- 
nace as they should stand in. neM of. Notwithstanding which I learn from 
Colonel Leslie, the Commander of the detachment, that being arrived on the 
hanks of the Jumna he halted and wrote letters to Ballajee and Gunga Bur, the 
Chiefs of the districts lying between their river and Bundelcund under your 
authority, assuring them of his pacific intentions and requesting permission 
for the naardi of the detachment through their territory, in answer to which 
he received assurances of friendship and assistance which was confirmed to him 
by the arrival of a vakeel on their part; that he in consequence prepared to cross 
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with his army, hut before the first division were fairly embarked, a party of 
horse came down and fired on them, and on their arrival on the opposite bank 
they were opposed by a body of 1,200 horses with the killadars of Oalpee at 
their head. On this the Commander of the division sent a message to the 
killadar to desire he might pass unmolested, and receiving an answer to come 
on, accordingly advanced, but was fired on at a distance which he, in consequence 
of the orders he had received, declined returning ; emboldened by which the 
horse advanced their attack so near the troops, that several being wounded, it 
became necessary for their own safety to make a vigorous opposition which was 
not effected without the loss of many lives before the assailants were put to 
the fiight, and our ofScers finding the Fort of Oalpee evacuated, took posses- 
sion of it as a pledge of their future good behaviour. I am convinced that 
these acts of hostilities must have been employed without authority from you 
or the Ministers of your Government, because of the treaty which subsists 
between you and the Company. The Presidency of Bombay is situated at such 
a distance from this, that any reinforcement which is sent them must neces- 
sarily pass through a variety of districts, subject to different Chiefs, and what- 
ever conduct might be expected from strangers with whom the Company have 
no connection, it could never be expected from you with whom they are on 
terms of friendship. Necessity required that the troops should be sent, and they 
must either pass through part of your country, or not go at all. I was there- 
fore remediless, but the most strict injunctions were given to the Commander, 
to observe the most friendly conduct and regular discipline in his march, which, 
I am satisfied, he will literally comply with. 

I do not mean to demand satisfaction for what is past, as those of your 
people, who were the aggressors, have received the punishment due to their 
temerity ; but I am to request that you will without delay issue such positive 
injunctions to all the ofl&cers and your Government as may effectually prevent 
anything of the like nature in future. 


To SuocAKAM AND Ballatee Pundit o£ the same tenor. 
The Board approving the above letters. 


Agreed that the Governor-General be requested to order them to be written in Persian, and 
that they be forwarded in the following letter to Me. Mosttn : — 

To Thomas Mosxyn, Esq., 

S>esident at J^oona. 

Sir, — Colonel Leslie who commands the detachment ordered to proceed to 
Bombay having met with opposition in crossing the Jumna at Calpee, we enclose 
a copy of his letter to us on this occasion, and of a letter which has in conse- 
quence been written by the Governor-General to the Peishwa, that you may be 
prepared to answer any remonstrances that may be made to you by the 
Poona Government on that subject. 

We have directed Colonel Leslie to advise you of his proceedings and of 
all occurrences that may either require your explanation of them to the 
Mahratta Government, or an application for the authority of that Government, to 
prevent his meeting with any further impediment in the course of his march 
through their dominions. We also request that you will be regular in corre- 
sponding with Colonel Leslie, and that you will apprize him of any circum- 
stances which you may deem it useful for him to be informed of. 

Fort William, We are, &o.. 

The 8th June 1778. ) 
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Port William, tlie llth June 1778. 

Secret Dept., 

Thursday. OouNCUj, present t 

The Hon*ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, president. 
Eiohard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Erancis, Esq. 

-4 

Ed-wabd Whblbr, Esq. 

The Proceedings of the 8th instant read and approved. 


Received the following letter from Bombay : — 

To the Hon’blb Waerbn Hastings, Esq., Governor-General and Council at Fort 
WillianQ. 

Gentlemen, — We are still in the same state of uncertainty as when wc 
last had the honour of addressing you on the 5th ultimo. The new. Darbar, 
after preserying a long and mysterious silence with respect to their intentions 
towards Raghoba, had a meeting with Mr. Mostyn on the lOtb, when they desired 
he would accompany a deputy they intended sending to Bombay with proposals 
regarding Raghoba, but without making the least discovery that could lead us 
to any knowledge what share of the Government they would admit him to, or 
whether they would admit him to any, which in fact is now optional with 
them. 

They have stiU continued to find pretences for delaying the despatch of 
their agent, and the recollection of the former trifling proposals they committed 
to Mr. Mostyn has suggested to us to hold up to him the propriety of his not 
quitting Poona without some adequate commission ; but our sentiments were 
conveyed to him in such a manner as to leave it to his discretion to act in this 
point as he might judge most for the good of the service, and we have in a 
late letter given him a stiU more explicit permission. 

The assurances they have given of breaking off their connection with the 
French of which you have been advised by Mr. Mostyn make us willing to 
hope that the first and grand object of the measures we have proposed to you 
may be accomplished by this revolution ; but as Monsieur St. Dubin is not yet dis- 
missed from Poona, we shall not relax in our vigilance, nor suffer ourselves 
to be lulled into security by promises which are not confirmed by their actions. 
However, till we can judge with more certainty their disposition, the opinion 
we have formed on the present situation of afluirs, and our desire to save the 
Hon’ble Company from the heavy expense, and their troops from the dangers 
and difflculties of a march from your provinces to this side of India, have led 
us to send an order to the officer in command of the forces you have been 
pleased to order to our assistance, not to advance any further until he may 
again hear from us. 

It is proper you should be acquainted that when we came to this resolution, 
we had expectations of a reinforcement from Madras, which were indeed formed 
upon private advices, hut the pattamars who brought these letters having been 
stopped near Poona and their packet opened, we concluded the public ad- 
vices from that presidency had been intercepted, and gave the more credit to 
the private, also that Messrs. Draper and Stackhouse did not concur with us 
in this resolution, which they were of opinion was not warranted by any change 
in our situation either with respect to the designs of the French, the conduct 
of the Poona Government, or our own military resources. 

Sir Edward Vernon after leaving this place fell in with the French ships 
the Brilliante and the 8artme and immediately returned to the northward 

S26 ^ D. 

620 



23 


taking his station off CIlowI, with a resolution to prevent the Prench from land- 
ing any troops there. He continued cruizing oft' that port till the 18th when, 
the Prench ships not making their appearance, he proceeded to the other 
coast. 

We esteemed it incumbent on us to send Sir Edward Vernon a letter of 
thanks for his conduct on this occasion, in which he displayed so pointed an 
attention to the interest and welfare of the Hon’ble Company. 

W e have since learnt that Mr. Belcomhe himself remained at Myhe, and 
that the Brilliante proceeded to Mangalore, where several artillery ofScers, two 
hundred men, and a large quantity of military stores were landed' for the ser- 
vice of the Nabob Hyder Ali, and the ship ; after Sir Edward Vernon was out 
of sight to the northward of her, returned to Myhe to carry Mr. Belcombe 
back to Pondicherry. The Sartine is gone into Goa Eiver, where she probably 
may remain during the monsoon ; and it is there said the Prench were deterred 
from proceeding to Chowl by the appearance of our squadron, and supposing 
that war was declared, and perhaps by the news of the revolution at Poona ; 
but we have learnt that the captain who was at Chowl has ordered her up 
thither (to Chowl). 

Bombay Castle, We are with respect, &c., 

The 2nd May 1778. ) WILLIAM HOENBY 8r Council. 


Received the following letter from Poona : — 

To the Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor-General, and Council of Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Gentlemen,— I did myself the honour of addressing you 
last under the 19th ultimo. On the 25th I received a letter from the Hon’ble 
the Governor- General enclosing three for the Darbar, and acquainting me with 
your determination to send a reinforcement of troops to Bombay. As I apprehend- 
ed the march of so large a body offerees through the Mahratta dominions might 
greatly alarm the Darbar, I thought it necessary to send Mr. Lewis to camp, not 
only to present the letters, but also to explain the cause of our apprehensions 
from the connections between Nannah and Monsieur St. Lubin, and to apply for 
the necessary passports for the free passage of these troops, and their being sup- 
plied with a friendly bazaar. He accordingly set out the 28th ultimo, and returned 
the 4th instant, when he delivered me the minutes of his proceedings, to the en- 
closed copy of which I beg leave to refer you, from which Your Honor, &e., 
may perceive that no dependence can be had on what the Darbar jointly, or the 
Ministers individually say, for notwithstanding their so publicly despatching 
me, of which they also advised the Presidency of Bombay, and Morabah’s 
assurances to Mr. Lewis, they have not to my knowledge taken one step towards 
completing that business. 

I cannot account for Morabah’s evasive behaviour, respecting the dustuck, 
in any other manner than the hopes he entertains of the troops not marching 
until the Governor- General shall have received the Darbar’s answers agreeable 
to what he declared their vakeel had written, or that they will be recalled in 
consequence of the late change in this Government ; however, to leave him as 
little room as possible for further evasions, under the 5th instant, I wrote 
Morabah a letter demanding a decisive answer in writing, and declaring him 
accountable for any ill consequences which may happen, from the want of 
the dustuoks ; but I am sorry to inform you, that notwithstanding this and 
several messages I have since sent him, I have not yet been able to procure an 
answer. 
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Notwithstanding Mombah’s assertions to Mr. Lewis, Monsieur St. Lubin 
has not yet been to Lurandhor, though it is said he is now sent for, but from the 
equivocating conduct of the Darbar both before and since Morabah has had 
the executive authority, it is a doubt with me whether they will despatch 
QyQxx, if they do, whether he will leave Poona, as from the lateness 
of the season he will have it in his power to delay the time, until the rains 
set in, when he will make the plea of its being impossible for him to go any- 
where. 

In consequence of Hurry Punt’s retreat to Meritz, Hyder has lately taken 
two small forts named Copallnand and Bahadurburrah, and was, by the last 
accounts, attacking the Port of Danvar, about 30 coss to the southward of Meritz, 
after the reduction of which it is supposed he will attack the latter place, parti- 
cularly should the reports of Hurry Punt being on his march from thence to 
Purandhor by orders from the Darbar be true. 

The enclosed packet to your address was received yesterday in duplicate 
from the Presidency of Bombay. On the 9th I received a letter from the 
Chief of Masulipatam dated the 22nd April, enclosing a packet for Bombay 
from Tour Honour, &e., which was forwarded immediately. 

Poona, ■) I am very respectfully, &c.. 

The 12th May 1778. 5 THOMAS MOSTYN. 


The Governob-General informs the Board that he opened the letter 
from Mr. Mostyn, and that the proceedings of Mr. Lewis said to be enclosed 
were omitted. 

The Governor-General. — I forbear in this place to comment upon the 
preceding letters. I suppose that the orders sent by the President and Council 
of Bombay to Colonel Leslie must have been received, but as it is possible that 
they may have been intercepted, I propose that a letter be written to Colonel 
Leslie informing him of the substances of this order, and confirming it by an 
order from this Board, but that he be directed to complete the preparations 
which he has been making for the equipment of his detachment, and that he 
hold himself in readiness to march on immediate warning. 

Mr. Whbler. — I feel myself very much averse to throwing any dijQ&culty 
or embarrassment upon the subject now before the Board. The question as it 
stands I can approve in part, but without some further explanation I fear I 
cannot entirely accede to it. The first part of the letter advising Colonel Leslie 
of the substance of the Bombay letter, and the confirmation thereof by this 
Board I accede to, and likewise that he be directed to complete the preparations 
which he has been making for the equipment of his detachment, as I have 
reason to fear he is very ill-provided and prepared for so long and hazardous a 
march. As to the last part “ that he hold it in readiness to march on imme- 
diate warning,” I do not consent, unless the order shall previously receive the 
sanction of this Board ; I likewise think it ought to be ascertained whether 
Colonel Leslie should, with his army, recross the Jumna or, if not, where, and 
how he is to dispose of it during the approaching rains. 

Mr. Peancis. — Considering the nature of the advices received yesterday 
from Bombay, I own I had not the least doubt that the present extraordinary 
Council was summoned with a view to countermand the expedition, and to 
recall our forces to the defence of our own dominions. The Presidency of 
Bombay tell us^ “ that the opinion they had formed on the present situation of 
affairs, and their desire to save the Company from the heavy expense, and their 
troops from the dangers and difficulties of a march from our provinces to that 
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side of India, had led them to put a stop to the march of the army.” After such 
a rebufE as this from the GoTernment, in support of whose projects these extra- 
ordinary steps have been taken here, and after so plain a declaration from them 
that they will not take any part in the responsibility of a measure so expensive, 
so dangerous, and so difficult, I confess I bad no thought that any idea of 
persevering in the execution of such a measure could still prevail at this Board. 
I Avas in hopes that nothing would be required of me to-day, but to Join, as 
I should have done heartily, in approving the reversal of measures which I 
had constantly opposed and condemned. The motion by no means answers my 
expectations or comes home to my opinion. I think we should immediately 
send orders to Colonel Leslie to reeross the Jumna, and to station his troops in 
such places as may be most convenient, and most easily made fit for their re- 
ception during the rains. I can never agree to their halting on the other side 
of the river. If it be in an enemy’s country, the army must be exposed to 
many of the dangers and difficulties which would attend their march, and 
probably be forced into acts of hostility which may produce a general war. If 
it be meant that they shall quarter in the territories of the Raja of Bundel- 
cund, I suppose it may be done without danger ; but it must be attended with 
the ruin of his country at the same time that our army is detained from the 
defence of our own frontier. It is in vain for me to say more on a subject 
which has been so often discussed. I must leave it to the majority to decide as 
they think proper. One circumstance only I think it necessary to point out to 
the attention of the Com’t of Directors. We have hitherto been told that the 
French were engaging in dangerous negotiations with the Mahrattas, and this 
fact has been often pressed upon the Board as a reason for the part we have 
taken in their affairs. It now appears by the letter from Bombay that Monsieur 
Bellecombe had sent a ship of war to Mangalore, “ where several artillery 
officers, two hundred men, and a large quantity of military stores were landed 
for the service of the Nabob Hyder Ali. But Hyder Ali is at war with the 
Mahrattas, and has lately obtained some advantages over them ; it is impossible 
then that any intrigues between the French and the Mahrattas can have taken 
effect, if ever they existed. The conclusions, therefore, drawn from that sup- 
posed fact fall to the ground ; and if we act consistently with our reasonings, 
the measures built on those conclusions must fall with them. 

Mr. Barwell.— It seems to be the sentiments of Mr. Wheler and Mr- 
Francis that the detachment should continue embodied and remain under the 
command of Colonel Leslie. The only proposition contained in either of the votes 
that appears at all to militate against the orders proposed by the Governor-General 
is, that the troops shall be directed to recross the Jumna. Considering the policy 
that renders it necessary to continue the detachment embodied, I see no reason 
for restricting the officer in command of it from choosing that station for the 
troops he may in his Judgment conceive best calculated, either to facilitate his 
progress, or to enable him to return to the provinces. From the time that has 
elapsed in preparing his force, the readiness in, which it is to be kept to march 
at a minute’s warning, it is equally calculated for offence and defence ; and whilst 
it is not advanced to a greater distance than thirty or forty coss from the fron- 
tier of Oudei or Raja Oheyt Sing’s dominions, I will venture to affirm that our 
powers of defence are greatly increased. In giving my opinion for the pro- 
posed order to Colonel Leslie, I do not think it essential to go back into the 
policy that gave rise to the armament at Calpee, though I think it necessary to 
propose an addition to the quotation made from the Bombay letter by Mr. 
Francis, following the words landed for the service of the Nabob Hyder Ali. 
And the ship, after Sir Edward Vernon was out of sight to the northward of her, 
returned to Mahe to carry Monsieur Belcombe back to Pondicherry. The 
Soutine is gone into Goa River where she probably may remain during the 
monsoon, and it is there said that the French were deterred from proceeding to 
Ohowl by the. appearance of our squadron, and supposing that war was declared, 
and perhaps by the news of the revolution at Poona ; but vfe have learnt that the 
captain who was at OhoTvl has ordered her up thither (to Ohowl).” 

Mr. Francis. — I have not made myself understood. My opinion is that 
the expedition shpuld be absolutely countermanded, and Colonel Leslie’s present 
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command o£ course dissolved, as soon as lie has quartered his troops on this 
side the Jumma in the best manner the season will permit. After the rains, the 
several detachments of which his army is composed ought to be remanded to 
their former stations. 

The Governor- Geneeal. — If I had thought it necessary to have replied 
minutely to the objections which have been made to the question, Mr. Barwell 
has precluded me by anticipating all that I could have said upon the subject ; 
but there is an observation which Mr. 'Francis has introduced and expressed 
as it is, foreign from the question, of which I am compelled to take notice, 
by the solemn reference which he has made of it to the Court of Directors. 
Mr. Francis has said “ one circumstance only I think it necessary to point out 
to the attention of the Court of Directors ; we have hitherto been told that the 
French were engaging in dangerous negotiations with the Mahrattas, and this 
fact has often been pressed upon the Board as a reason for the part we have 
taken in their affairs ; it now appears by the letter from Bombay that Monsieur 
Bellecome bad sent a ship of war to Mangalore where several artillery officers, 
two hundred men, and a large quantity of military stores were landed for the 
service of the Nabob Hyder Ali.” Mr. Barwell has properljr added the context 
of this quotation and thereby restored it to the proper sense implied and intend- 
ed by both. By this method of selecting partial passages, and by an artificial 
application or combination of them, of which I have too frequently had occa- 
sion tp complain in the contests in which I have been unfortunately involved 
with Mr. Francis, it is in his power not only to pervert the original meaning 
of the text, but to draw any conclusions he pleases from them, however opposite 
to the sentiments of those who wrote them. I am in possession of materials 
received through channels too remote for the possibility of their having been 
suggested by the knowledge of what has happened on the other side of India, 
by which I learn that the destination of the troops which were landed from the 
Brilliante at Mangalore were for Chowl. The additional sentence of the 
Bombay letter which Mr. Barwell has desired to be inserted may serve in part 
to explain the apparent inconsistency of troops intended for the service of the 
Mahrattas being converted to that of their enemies, nor will it be difficult to 
comprehend the cause of so sudden a change in the conduct of Mr. Bellecombe 
on the difficulties presented to him, if we suppose him to have been reluctantly 
compelled into the support of a system formed independent of his authority, 
and that his own inclinations led him to prefer another alliance, which I have 
reason to believe was the case. 

Mr. Francis. — I beg leave to say that my argument is not answered. I 
state it as a fact which is not disputed, that the French have lately sent mili- 
tary assistance to Hyder Ali, who is at war with the Mahrattas. From this 
untoputed fact I conclude that even admitting any negotiations whatsoever 
to have been carried on between the French and the Mahrattas at a former 
period, and even admitting the private information to which the Governor- 
General refers to be authentic (though to this Board it could be no evidence 
before it was mentioned), still it is true that the French have now taken part 
with Hyder Ali ; of course we have nothing to fear from those dangerous 
intrigues, which, to save time and argunaent, I will admit to have taken place 
between them and the Mahrattas, nor any reason to persevere in the execution 
of measures which were adopted with a professed view to counteract those 
intrigues. This argument I take to be strict and in point. I submit to judg- 
ment whether it is answered by general complaints of unfair quotations which, 
considering that the letter quoted is before the Board, and will be before the 
Court of Directors^ would be not less injudicious, than they would be unfair. 

The Governor-General. — I will answer Mr. Francis’s argument in the 
man n er which he requires, still complaining, as I have a right to complain, of the 
partial selection of facts f or'the purpose of maintaining his opinion. It is true that 
the President and Council of Bombay write that they had learnt that the Bril- 
liante proceeded to Mangalore, where several artillery officers, two hundred 
and a large quantity of military stolres, were landed for the service of the; Nabob 
Hyder AK. They do not assert this for a fact, nor do they assert that the 
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report whieh they thus .repeat to us went further than the landing of the 
troops, and the simple intention of employing them for the service of Hyder 
Ali. In effect this intelligence consists only of conjectural conclusions from 
an unascertaind fact. To this obscure intelligence, and to this vague inference 
drawn from it, I desire leave to oppose the following extract from Mr. Mostyn’s 
letter containing the recital of an authenticated fact, admitting of but one con- 
clusion, namely, that the Chevalier St. Lubin, the public and avowed Minister 
of the Court of Prance, was still retained at Poona in defiance of all the 
remonstrances of our Agent there, and of the President and Council of Bombay, 
and that the same countenance was shewn him by the members of the new 
administration as he had before received from the ruling members of the for- 
mer Government ; hence I conclude, in opposition to Mr. Prancis’ conclusion, 
that we have yet stronger grounds than ever, both for the conviction of the 
Prench intrigues with the Mahratta State, and for the fear of their consequences. 

Extract from Mr. Mostyn’s letter, “ Notwithstanding Morabah’s assertions to Mr. 
dated 12th May 1778 . Lewis, Monsieur St. Lubin has not yet been to 

Purandor though it is said he is now sent for; but from the equivocating conduct 
of the Darbar, both before and since Morabah has had the executive authority, it 
is a doubt with me whether they will dispatch him, or even if they do, whether 
he will leave Poona, as from the lateness of the season he will have it in his 
power to delay the time until the rains set in, when he will make the plea of 
its being impossible for him to go anywhere.” 

Mr. Pra-NCIS. — I did understand from the Governor-General’s preceding 
minute that the facts had been admitted. 


Eesolved that the following letters be written to Colonel Leslie, to Bombay, and to Mb. 

Mostyn : — 

To Colonel Matthew Leslie, 

Commanding the Detachment from the 1st Brigade. 

Sir, — By a letter which we have received from the President and Council 
of Bombay, under date the 2nd May, we are informed that the assurances given 
hy the new Ministers at Poona of their breaking off the connection with the 
Prench had made the President and Council willing to hope that the first and 
grand object of the measures they proposed to us might he accomplished by 
the late resolution in the Government of Poona ; but as Monsieur St. Lubin had 
not been dismissed, and they were uncertain whether the new Ministry were 
sincere in their promises, they did not mean to be relaxed in their vigilance 
towards the intention of that Government, however, until they could judge 
with more certainly of their disposition. The opinion which the Resident and 
Council had formed of the present situation of affairs, and their desire to save 
the Compa-ny from the heavy expense, and our troops from the dangers and 
difficulties of a march from this province to the west side of India, had induced 
them to send you an order not to advance any further, until you should hear 
again from them. 

"We conclude that ere this you have received their orders, and put a stop 
to the march of the detachment in consequence, but lest they should have been 
intercepted, or by some accident prevented from reaching you, we think it 
proper to confirm them hy directing you to halt accordingly, until you shall 
receive further orders on the subject from the President and Council at Bombay, 
or from us ; but you will nevertheless continue the preparations which you 
have been making for the equipment of the detachment under your command 
until they shall he completed, and we further direct that you hold it in readi- 
ness to march on immediate warning. 

Port Wilucam, 

The nth Jme 1778. 
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To the Hon’blb William Hohnby, President and Council at Bombay. 

Gentlemen j — We haye received your letter of the 2nd ultimo. 

Lest the orders which you inform us you have sent to Colonel Leslie should 
have been intercepted, or hy any accident prevented from reaching him, we 
have confirmed them hy injunctions to halt with the detachment under his 
command where he now is, on the other side of the Jumna, but to hold himself 
in readiness to continue his march on immediate notice. 

Poet William, 

The 11th June 1778. j 


To Thomas Mostjn, Esq. 

SiE,— Wehave this day received your duplicate letter of the 12th ultimo, 
enclosing one from the President and Council of Bombay, dated the 2nd of the 
same month. 

For want of the copy of Mr. Lewis’s proceedings, which are said to be 
enclosed in your letter, we are much at a loss to comprehend the facts which 
you allude to, but we observe with great concern upon the whole, that the new 
Ministers, by a dilatory and evasive conduct, have already furnished grounds 
to distrust the sincerity of the intentions which they had professed to you ; 
we therefore wait with impatience for more clear and decisive advices of their 
proceedings, and we request that you will not delay to acquaint us with them 
by every opportunity. 

In consequence of the letter from the President and Council of Bombay, 
wherein they inform us, that they had thought it proper to send orders to 
Colonel Leslie not to advance any further with the detachment under his com- 
mand, until they should be able to judge with more certainty of the disposition 
of the new Government, and to furnish him with instructions for his conduct, 
we have confirmed these orders by directing him to halt, accordingly, where be 
now is, but to hold himself in readiness to continue his march on immediate 
notice. 


We are, &c., 


The- Govbenoe-Genbeal. — I beg leave to turn the attention of the Board 
from a subject of debate to a point on which I persuade myself we shall be all 
agreed, and to submit to them the propriety of expressing the acknowledgments of 
this Board for the zeal and alacrity shewn by Sir Edward Vernon in the attempt 
to prevent the French troops which were expected from landing at Chowl. 
However his conduct may vary from the line of conduct laid down by us in 
our^ letter of the 23rd February to the President and Council of Bombay, it was 
an instance of his concern for the safety of the Company’s settlements and zeal 
for the national interests which entitles him at least to some mark of approba- 
tion from that body which is entrusted with the general control of the British 
affairs in India. The letter does not express that the precautions which were 
thus taken by him were in effect of any requisition from them, although it is 
implied in the manner in which they appear to have expressed their sense of 
it ; and if these are grounds for such a conclusion, his ready acquiescence makes 
the act the more meritorious. 

Me. Feanois. — I am veiy unwilling to offer a negative to any general 
complement proposed to be paid to the commanding ofdcer of the King’s ships, 
and if the proposed letter can be so worded as not to imply a direct admission of 
facts, which I have constantly denied, or to implicate this Board in a question 
of a much more delicate and important nature, viz., *' whether an attempt on 
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the part, of the French to land troops at a neutral port, with the consent of the 
owners of that port, would of itself be sufficient to warrant our attaching them 
in violation of the peace now subsisting between the two Crowns,” I say, if a 
letter of compliment can be worded in general terms, avoiding any declaration 
on the points I have mentioned, I shall agree to it. 

The Govebnob, Genebal. — I will endeavour to accommodate the draft of 
the letter to what I understand to be the general sense of the Board, and will 
submit it for their correction. 

Mb. Whblbb. — I shall most willingly concur in a letter of thanks to Sir 
Edward Vernon for his activity and zeal for the Company’s service in such 
general terms as the Governor- General understands to be the sense of the Board. 

Mb. Babwell.— I agree to the letter proposed. 


The following draft of a letter to Sir Edward Vernon was prepared and circulated. The 
minutes which appear in the margin were received upon it and the letter was afterwards 
copied fair according to the draft and despatched. 


To Commodore Sir Edward Vernon, 

Commanding His Majesty’s Squadron in India. 


N.B . — Are we justified by the 
Bombay letter in saying that Sir Ed- 
ward Vernon returned to the north- 
ward taking his station at Chowl with 
a resolution to prevent the French 
from landing any troops there, if so, 
I would not include as follows : — 

“ As we have no property nor pre- 
tentions to property, &c., &o.” 

E. WHELER. 


Whethet the requisition of the 
Presidency of Bombay be proper or 
otherwise the Commodore’s ready ac- 
quiescence is equally laudable, and 
equally a proof of his for the ser- 
vice. 

W. HASTINGS. 


* I would recommend that the letter 
should stop here, changing the words 
any intention into their intentions; 
the rest I think is needless and not 
confirmable to the Board’s resolution. 


Sib, — By a letter which we have re- 
ceived from the President and Council of 
Bombay dated the 2nd May, we are 
informed that “ after leaving that place 
you fell in with the French ships, the 
JSrilliante and the Bavtine, and imme- 
diately returned to the northward taking 
your station off Chowl, with a resolution 
to prevent the French from landing 
any troops there ; that you continued 
cruizing off that port.till the 18th, when 
the French ships not making their 
appearance, you proceeded to the other 
coast.” 


Whatever foundation there might have 
been for the designs imputed to the 
French, we think it incumbent upon us 
to express our thankful acknowledg- 
ments for this instance of the zeal you 
have shewn for the interests of the Com- 
pany, and for the safety of their settle- 
ments, in your endeavours to discover 
the destination of Monsieur Beleombe 
and the French ships, and to defeat any 
intention* which he might have formed 
to land a body of troops at Chowl, a place 
so contiguous to the Island of Bombay. 


r. D. 
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The word “ might was intended 
to express the subject in a manner 
■which might accommodate it to the 
different sentiments of the Board. 
The sentence barely expresses the 
intention imputed to the Brench, 
which was necessary to apply our ap- 
probation to the specific care for 
which it is given, but it neither de- 
clares that the Ih?ench had such an 
intention, nor expresses a doubt of 
it, but leaves the existence of it un- 
decided and unexamined. This ap- 
pears to me to be literally conform- 
able to the resolution of the Board, 
and I hope Mr. Francis, on reconsider- 
ing the draft, will view it in the same 
light. The sense will, I fear, be in- 
complete without the conclusion of 
the sentence. 

W. HASTINGS. 


Although a reference was made to 
us by the President and Council of 
Bombay of the supposed case of the 
French landing a force at Ohowl, and 
we, after mature consideration of the 
subject, and of the extraordinary degree 
of caution which our general measures 
demanded, wrote them ; " As we have no 
property, nor pretentions to property, in 
the Port of Chowl, we cannot authorize 
you to use any overt measures from pre- 
venting the French from forming an 
establishment at that place, however 
dangerous their neighbourhood may be 
to your Presidency ; this must be effected 
by other means, that is by an appeal to 
that Power which alone can give them 
the right of possession ; we think it ne- 
cessary also to add the following injunc- 
tion, that you do not, on any pretence, 
become the aggressors by commencing 
hostilities against the French directly, 
nor against the Mahratta State, but that 
you continue to adhere, as you assure us 
you will do, to the strict letter of the 
treaty subsisting between the Company 
and the present administration of the 
Mahratta State,” yet this can neither de- 
tract from the propriety of your conduct, 
nor diminish our sense of its good effect, 
and as we understand, from the general 
tenor of our advices from Bombay, that 
you undertook this service in conse- 
quence of the representations and soli- 
citations of that Presidency, we think 
it the more incumbent upon us to offer 
you this testimony of our obligation 
for the ready attention which you paid 
to them. 

Foet William, We have the honour 

to be, &c., 

The nth June 1778. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 22nd June 1778. i 

Monday, AT A Cotjnoil, peesent ; 

The Hon’ble Wakeen Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
Eichaed Baewbll, Esq. 

Philip Feanois, Esq. 

Edwaed Whblbe, Esq. ; . . 

The Proceedings of the 15th instant read and approved. 

Received the following letter from ColonzL Leslie 
To The Hon'ble Waeeex Hastihgs, 

Governor-General and Members of the Supreme Cojincil in their Military Departmeijt 

Gentlemen,— I did myself the honour of addressing you on the 30th 
ultimo, transmitting to you a copy of a letter received from the Hdn’ble Pre- 
sident and Council of Bombay. 
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The day before yesterday I advanced with the principal part of the troops 
that form this detachment with intention to tate post on the banks of the 
Betowa Eiver, leaving part of the park of artillery, the magazine, and one 
battalion of sepoys at Calpee. 

Yesterday expresses arrived at my camp from the Resident at Poona, 
covering orders under date the 4th of May, that were despatched in quadru- 
plicate from the Presidency of Bombay, which require the prosecution of my 
march towards that quarter in countermand of their former orders of the 22nd 
of April. Their original letter I now do myself the pleasure to lay before you, 
together with the Resident, Mr. Mostyn’s letter of advice which accompanied 
it from Poona. In consequence of these instructions I have detached orders 
to the Of&cer Commanding at Calpee to join my detachment, with the magazine 
and troops under his charge, and shall wait his junction on the banks of the 
Betowa, from whence I shall proceed on my route through Bundelound, with 
all possible expedition. 

I am sorry to inform you that the backwardness which the Mahratta Chiefs 
have shewn to the performance of the engagements they have entered into 
with me makes me dubious of their real intentions. This circumstance will 
in some shape protract my march, but you may be assured that I shall not be 
diverted from my direct route through these districts by any resentment of 
their duplicity, however their conduct may merit it, more than the security 
of my detachment may absolutely require. 

I have despatched cossids in acknowledgment of the letters I have received 
from Poona and Bombay, and shall be punctually attentive to their desire of 
being frequently informed of my advance. 

Head Quarters, 

Meer Gawa, 

The 15th Jime 1778. 


I have the honour to be, &c., 
MATTHEW LESLIE. 


To the Officer at Calpee la commaad o£ tte troops under orders for Bombay. 

Sir, — I wrote you under the 3rd instant enclosing a letter from the Presi- 
dency of Bombay ; this is purposely to give cover to a letter in quadruplicate 
from the same place, which is despatched by different routes as I am tincertain 
which road you mean to take. I shall therefore be obliged to you to inform 
me as soon as possible that I may be enabled to place dawk hircarrahs between 
this place and you. The men who will deliver you these letters are any of 
them able to inform you of the best and shortest road towards Poona. Agree- 
able to the orders I have received both from Beugal and Bombay, I am using 
my endeavours to procure the necessary passports for your free passage through 
the Mahratta dominions. I have not yet got a determinate answer from the 
Harbar with respect to them, but hope in a few days to be able to inform you 
with more precision ; however, it will be necessary to be strictly on your guard, 
and to avoid as much as lays in your power giving any cause of complaint, 
though from the distracted state of this Government, and the dissensions 
amongst the heads, I do not believe they will dare to oppose your march. You 
may depend I shall keep you advised of every material occurrence necessary 
'for your knowledge as soon as I know where to address you. 

Poona, "I I am, &c.. 

The nth May 1778. j T. MQSTYN. 


To the Officer, at Calpee in command of the troops under orders for Bombay. 

— ^Notwithstanding our letter of the 22nd ultimo, we hereby direct that 
on the receipt hereof you march forward with the troops under you* oom- 
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mand, a^-reeable to your orders from the Governor-General and Council, and 
that you give us the most constant and punctual advice of your motions, and 
the route you pursue, that we may do aU in our power to provide for the wants 
and facilitate the march of the army. 

Bombay Castle, 

The 14th May 1778. 


We are, &c., 

W. HORNBY 

and Council. 


Received the following letter from Bombay : — 

To the Hon’ble Waebbn Hastings, 

Governor-General and Council at Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — We have the honour to forward a triplicate of our last letter 
dated the 2nd instant, since when we have received your letter of the 23rd of 
March. 

We have not since received any further advices from the Resident at 
Poona, nor taken your letter into full consideration, and we only despatch 
this to acquaint you that we have taken off the restraint we had laid on the 
march of the troops from Calpee, and directed the commanding officer to ad- 
vance towards this side agreeable to the orders he has received from you. 

We shall do all in our power to facilitate his march, and to procure a 
safe and unmolested passage for the army, and write to you with all possible 
precision the moment we have taken our resolutions. 

Prom the friendly intercourse that has appeared for some time past to 
subsist between the Prench and Hyder Ali Oawn, of which we gave an instance 
in our last letter, we think it would be a very proper measure to keep a Resi- 
dent at his Darhar, to endeavour to penetrate and counteract their schemes. 
We therefore request to know if you approve this measure, to which we pre- 
sume the Nabob can have no reasonable objection, as we are assured both the 
Prench and Dutch maintain Residents at his Court. 

Having hitherto obtained no satisfaction from the Darhar for the concern- 
ed in the Aurora, notwithstanding our repeated representations and the letter 
from the Governor-General, we have fixed the amount of their loss as a 
claim upon the revenues of Jamhoosur after the Company's demands on account 
the twelve lacks, and the country of three lacks are made good, and have resolved 
to retain that purgunah until the sum due to the sufferers is discharged with 
interest. Our proceedings, and the papers now transmitted by a sea 'conveyance 
to Madras, will shew the care we took to examiue and ascertain the claims and 
to do all possible justice to the Poona Government, and we doubt not you will 
approve the method we have taken to obtain satisfaction for merchants whom 
it is our duty to protect. 

It is with much concern we acquaint you that by the London Gazette 
of the 16th December just received from Bassora, we learn that General Bur- 
goyne with his whole army, consisting of 3,600 fighting men, was compelled to 
surrender to General Gates on the 14fth of October on condition of being trans- 
ported to England from Boston, and not to serve again in America during the 
war. General Howe remains in possession of Philadelphia with which place the 
fleet have in vain endeavoured to open a communication, and three of our ships 
have been destroyed in the attempts, viz., the Augusta, of 64 guns, the TLoehuole, 
of^ 44, and the of 16. General Washington was encamped within a few 

miles from Philadelphia, and the Congress had removed to Lancaster. General 
Clinton with a small army had proceeded up the river of New York and had 
met with some success. 

The Council at Bussora have acquainted us that about the latter end of 
January two Prench gentlemen arrived at Grain from Surat on their way to 
Aleppo, and'not choosing to Wait for the caravan just preparing to set out from 
the former place, had come to Bussora, from whence theyJ^d proceeded by water 
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to Hilla. “ They gave out that one of them was writer to the Prench Chief at 
Surat, and the other a military officer, and that they were proceeding to Europe 
with letters to Erench Ministry regarding a new settlement that had been lately 
made by their nation at Chowl.” We doubt not these are individual persons 
mentioned in our letter of the 12th December, but the Council at Bussora add 
that through their impatience they had taken a route which did not promise 
much expedition. 

Bombat Castle, We are with respect, &e.. 

The 9ih May 1778. 5 JOHN CAEN AO, 

and Council. 


Ordered that the inclosures in the above letter be entered after the Consultation. 

Mr. Peanois delivers in the following minute 

As a formal motion from me, on the subject of the preceding letters, would 
only be productive of useless debate, I shall content myself with laying my 
opinion before the Board, leaving it to their consideration to adopt any part 
of it they may think proper. These letters bring new matter, and of course 
a new question before us. On the 2nd of May the Presidency of Bombay 
inform us that the opinion they had formed of the present situation, added to 
other considerations, had induced them to stop the march of the detachment. 
In two days they suddenly change their resolution without assigning any reason 
for it, and order the detachment to proceed. By this extraordinary omission 
I think they have failed very much in the respect they owe to this Govern- 
ment, and in their duty to the Company. If they act capriciously and without 
reason, common prudence dictates to us that we ought not to leave our army 
under such direction. If they have reason for this change of system, strong 
enough to supersede the arguments on which their first resolution was founded 
(which, considering the shortness of the interval, and that no event of any 
moment had happened in that time, is hardly conceivable), they designedly 
leave us in the dark with respect to the motives of their conduct, and make 
it impossible for us to act in concert or in confidence with them. I can place 
no reliance in the wisdom of men whose Councils, in the determination of the 
most important questions, appear to fluctuate without plan, principle, or 
object ; much less can I think it safe or honourable to co-operate in the support 
of men who affectedly conceal the motives of their actions from us, though it 
be one of their principal duties to explain those motives to us. Either-way, it 
is my opinion that we ought not to suffer the detachment to proceed, until we 
are informed what change of circumstances has induced the Presidency of 
Bombay to revoke their resolution of the 2nd May. That resolution, we know, 
was taken on solid ground, because their reasons for it were explained. We 
ought to be equally satisfied that the reasons for I'evoking it are powerful 
enough to justify the change. It would but ill-become the dignity of the 
Supreme Council of India to follow blindly the caprices of a subordinate Gov- 
ernment; nor perhaps would it be quite consistent with our safety, considering 
that the Presidency of Bombay, even in this last act, endeavour to fix the res- 
ponsibility of it upon us. They do not take it upon themselves to justify the 
march of the detachment as an act of their own. They say only that they 
have taken off the restriction under which they had laid the commanding 
officer, and directed him to advance agreeable to the orders he had recewed jrom 
■m. We then are constituted the authors of the measure, and must be answer- 
able for the event. 

On what grounds they have proceeded I know not. But their own letter 
states a fact to us, which they ought to have compared with the actual circum- 
stances of Colonel Leslie’s army, and which I think should have deterred them 
from exposing it to a similar event. In the same breath they order the de- 
tachment to continue its march across India, forgetting everything they had 
said of the dangers and difficulties of such a march, and tell us a British army 
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attempting a passage tlii’ougTi North America had been obliged to c^'Pitulate. 
It may be folly to draw omens from misfortunes, but it is equally want of wis- 
dom not to suffer example and experience to have any weight with us. Inde- 
pendent of this particular consideration, I would wish the Board to consider 
whether the unfortunate event in America ought not to have a general in- 
fluence upon our measures here, whether this he a season for hazarding offensive 
operations of any kind, and whether policy and prudence do not plainly dictate 
to us that, while the nation is so deeply engaged and pressed on one side, with 
everything to apprehend from the designs of France and Spain on the other, 
we should stand on our defence, and not weaken or divide the force on which 
the safety of Bengal may depend. 

The Govebnor-Gbnekai. — ^Whether Mr. Francis’ minute is delivered as a 
motion ox merely as reflections upon the measures now before us, it equally claims 
the consideration of the Board. Mr. Francis is consistent with his conduct in re- 
peating his instances for the recall of the detachment ; I am equally consistent in 
proposing that the measure which has been so deliberately resolved on shall be 
prosecuted, since no new circumstance has intervened to induce me to change my 
opinion, nor has Mr. Francis urged one new argument in support of his, except 
the defeat of General Burgoyne in America, to which I hope he does not expect 
an answer. The reasons given by the President and Council of Bombay in 
their letter of the 2nd May for suspending the march of the detachment were 
grounded on circumstances of which they were not competent judges. The 
expense, the danger, the responsibility were ours. In effect these do not appear 
to me to have been the reasons. We shall probably be informed of them with 
their promised letter containing their resolutions, but it is of little moment to 
the present question what were the motives for their conduct, either in suspend- 
ing the march of the detachment, or in directing the prosecution of it. The 
original measure is ours, and all our resolutions concerning it ought to proceed 
from our own knowledge of the circumstances which have any relation to it. 

I hope that our affairs in America are not in the desperate situation in 
which they are^ described to be ; but I see no connection between them and the 
concerns of this Government, much less can I agree that with such supei’ior 
advantages as we possess over every power wliich can oppose us, we should 
act merely on the defensive and abruptly stop the operation of a measure of 
such importance to the national interests and to the national safety as that in 
which we have now decidedly engaged, with the eyes of all India turned upon 
it. On the contrary, if it be really true that the British arms and influence 
have suffered so severe a check in the Western World, it is the more incumbent 
on those who are charged with the interest of Great Britain in the East to 
exert themselves for the retrieval of the national loss. We have the means in 
our power, and if they are not frustrated by our own dissensions, I trust that 
the^ event of this expedition will yield every advantage for the attainment of 
which it was undertaken. It is not long since one of the many motions 
which have been made for the recall of the detachment was supported by an 
argument drawn from the certainty that there was no probability of a war 
Tdth France, and the designs attributed to the French in this quarter of the 
World were treated as chimerical and groundless. Now we are told that the 
nation is deeply engaged and pressed on one side with everything to appre- 
hend from the designs of France and Spain on the other, the conclusion drawn 
from this state of appearances is that we should stand on our defence and not 
weaken or divide the force on which the state of Bengal may depend. The con- 
clusion which I should draw from such premises is the very reverse. Not that 
we should act upon the defensive and wait till the designs of our enemies are 
r^e, and tney have chosen their own time to carry them into execution, but 
that we should provide for the safety of Bengal by obviating the impending 

dangers, and by rendering their attempts abortive before the time destined for 
their birth. 

T -u T do not mean to enter further into the general argument, 

1 shall only observe that the new matter, which I think these letters bring 
furore us, arises in part from the profound silence of the Bombay Council on 
the motives of a positive resolution. When nothing is said in support of the 
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aflBrmative of any question, that circumstance alone is sufficient to justify the 
negative. 

My language and opinion with respect to the designs of Prance and the 
policy to he observed by this Government will be found invariably the same. 
I do indeed believe that the schemes imputed to them of alliances with the 
Mahrattas and of hostile projects on the Malabar Coast were chimerical. Their 
connections with Hyder Ali show at least that they have taien a very different 
turn. But I have constantly urged the necessity of arming in Bengal, and 
standing in a posture of security and defence here, without provoking a 
quarrel with Prance, as long as it could be avoided, because I am instructed by 
the Company and convinced by my own judgment, that we ought to make 
the safety and preservation of Bengal our principal object. As I find there 
are no public letters before the Board to inform us of the particular circum- 
stances that attended Colonel Leslie’s march on the first day from Calpee, I beg 
leave to lay before the Board an extract of a private letter from camp, to which 
I give credit, and which I think deserves our consideration. I understand there 
are many private letters in town which give the same accounts. 

“ On their first day’s march from Calpee, by the little care that was taken 
to provide proper guides, they lost their road, and although the ground they 
proposed to encamp upon was but eight coss from Calpee, yet they were eleven 
hours on the road, from midnight till eleven o’clock ; during this time they 
marched above 30 miles over a burning sandy plain, without a drop of water. 
Between three and four hundred sepoys and followers of the camp died raving 
mad with thirst. 

“ Captain Crawford, one of the best and bravest military characters in India, 
died that day, according to the opinion of the doctors, for want of a draught 
of simple water. He died mad after two hours* illness. Colonel Parker, Major 
Fullerton, Captain Ashe, Captain Mowers, and about 14 subalterns were 
dangerously ill. ” 

The Governor- Getstekal. — May I ask Mr. Francis the name of the writer 
of this letter since it is delivered as authentic. 

Mr. Francis. — I have stated it to be a private letter, consequently cannot 
mention the writer’s name, nor would I have introduced it at all if there had 
been any public letter from Colonel Leslie stating the circumstances that 
attended his march. I do not find that he has even reported the death of 
Captain Crawford, but I can assure the Board with certainty that there are 
many letters in this town to the same effect. 

The Governor-Gbneraii. — Of the death of Captain Crawford I received 
advice from Colonel Leslie written at the same time with his public letter to the 
Board, and confounding one letter with the other did believe till this instant that 
it was mentioned in his public letter. I have not the letter by me, but will send 
it as an extract of it, that it may be entered in this place. I believe that the 
troops must have suffered from the heat and want of water on the road. I 
did in effect foretell it in a minute dictated at this Board, but I believe that the 
anonymous extract produced by Mr. Francis is a gross exaggeration and calcu- 
lated more to conciliate the favour of the person to whom it was probably 
addressed than to convey a strict relation of the truth. 

JSxtraet of a letter from Colonel Leslie to the Governor-General, dated the 5th June 1778. 

I will address you again tomorrow. I have sent the requisite orders for 
magazine to join me from Calpee and can assure you I shall do my utmost 
to get on, though we have at present to struggle with a most inclement season. 

“ I have had the misfortune to lose Captain J ames Crawford, who com- 
manded the 4th battalion of sepoys, by a most violent fever which carried him 
off in less than two hours. His private character and acknowledged abilities 
in his profession are not imknown to you. 

“ I bear more than my share in the universal regret and grief at this acci- 
dent, not only by the loss the service in general sustains, but the present ex- 
pedition in particular.” 

We have the honour to be, &c., 
MATTHEW LESLIE. 

B 26 r. D. 
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I now return to Mr. Pranois’ last minute. I cannot agree with Mr. 
Francis in terming the silence of the Presidency of Bombay new matter for a 
question depending solely on our own resolutions ; but whatever weight this 
argument may have on one side, it is equally counterpoised on the other, _ and 
leaves us just where we were with respect to the motives of our own actions. 
They were silent on the causes which induced them to suspend the march of 
the detachment. They were silent on their motives for repeahng this suspen- 
sion, and I, for my own part, am better pleased with the solicitude they have 
shewn to make' Colonel Leslie acquainted with - their last intentions than if 
they had waited, and of course unnecessarily impeded the service, for the tedious 
of&cial formalities of a public letter detailing all their reasons. 

If Mr. Francis does indeed still believe that the schemes imputed to the 
French, of an alliance with the Mahrattas and of hostile projects on the 
Malabar Coast, were chimerical, I would beg leave to ask him, but do not insist 
on his answer, whether he believes the character assumed by the Chevalier 
St. Lubin of a Public Minister from the Court of France to be false, and 
whether the attestation of it by Succaram Baboo and Nana Furness, the 
Ministers of the Mahratta State, and the formal notihcation made by them to 
this Government that the Chevalier St. Lubin had delivered letters and presents 
from the King of France were false, and for what purpose this collusion was 
concerted. If it be admitted that the Chevalier St. Lubin is Minister from the 
Court of France to that of Poona, what is the object of his long residence ? 
and what was the object of his mission ? When the conclusion which I have 
drawn from such appearances, and which has been echoed by all the world, is 
pronounced chimerical, I have a right to require that some other be set up 
in its stead. Much stress has been laid on a former assertion made by me res- 
pecting the supposed grant to St. Lubin of the Port of Chowl. I had but repeated 
what I knew to be on our records, but could not immediately turn to the 
passages which related to it, and I trusted to time, the best discoverer of truth, 
to justify the opinion which I founded upon them. I now beg leave in this place 
to quote the following passage of a letter from Fort St. George, dated ICth 
January last, which mentions the grant of the Port of Chowl as a fact of un- 
doubted notoriety ; “ With respect to any connections which may have been 
formed by the Mahratta State, we can only speak from conjecture. It seems 
probable that some engagements may be in agitation or perhaps concluded 
between that State and the Subah, and they have lately, we believe, maintained 
a close correspondence with the iPrench as appears from the proceedings of 
Monsieur St. Lubin at Poona, and the grant which they have given to the French 
at Chowl on the Malabar Coast, of which you have lately been advised.” I 
never supposed that a public grant or sunnud had been executed for this pur- 
pose. This would not have suited the policy of either party. The present use 
of the port, and the promise of it in perpetuity, was all that the Chevalier St. 
Lubin could desire until his designs were ripe for execution. I believe most 
firmly that such a promise was made him by the ruling member of the ad- 
ministration, nay, I have been informed, and by an authority which, though I 
think myself not at liberty to mention it, merits my entire credit of it, that 
St. Lubin did make ,a purchase of a church standing near the shore for the 
purpose of establishing a present store-house, and of converting it, with the 
ground around it, to a fortress hereafter. I shall now produce the last and 
most conclusive evidence of the reality of the engagements executed betw'een 
Nana Furness and the Chevalier St. Lubin, and even of the design to grant 
the property of the Port of Chowl to the latter. It is extracted from Mr. 
Lewis’ diary. I shall insert the passages at large, and desire that the parts to 
which I allude may be marked by a line drawn underneath. 

Extract from Mr, Ijewis^ Diary ^ 

Wednesday, 29th April . — On account of some particular religious 
ceremonies Morabah was engaged in, this being a holiday, I had not an opportu- 
nity of seeing him until 7 o’clock p.m. I found there Ohintoo Wittal and 
Gopal Naique Tumbaokeer. After delivering the letters from the Governor- 
General agreeable to Mr. Mostyn’s orders, I explained their contents, when 
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Morabah asked me whom we had to fear. I told him that in consequence of the 
Governor-General and Council being advised of the treaty with Monsieur St. 
Lubin they had cause to imagine some evil designs were intended against the 
Company’s settlements on the western side of India. He immediately answered 
tha t there was no treaty between this Governmen t and that gentleman. I replied 
that I sincerely believed there was not, but that I was convinced there was one 
subsisting between Nana and him , the contents of which we had the greatest 
reason to suppose were greaily to our prejudice, and that it was in consequence 
of this treaty that the troops mentioned in the Governor-General’s letter were 
coming to the assistance of Bombay. I therefore requested the necessary 
dustucks for their freely passing through any part of the Mahratta dominions 
they might have occasion to come, as well as their being properly supplied with 
a friendly bazaar. Morabah confessed a knowledge of the treaty betw een Nana 
and Monsieur St. liubin , but said he could not give me an answer with respect 
to the dustucks I required until after the Harbar met tomorrow. 

“ Sunday i 3rd May . — About 6 p.m., Morabah sent a message desiring my 
attendance at the Darhar. I accordingly went and found there Orustrow Belob, 
Chintoo Wittal, and Gopaul Naique Tumbackeer. Morabah told me that as the 
letters from the Governor-General mentioned the' troops he was sending to 
Bombay to be on account of the Brench being here, he had sent for Monsieur St. 
Lubin in order to give him his despatches, and requested to know if in such 
case we should still want the dustucks I asked for at my last visit, or whether 
the troops would be prevented proceeding. I answered that according to the 
Governor-General’s letter to Mr. Mostyn, the troops would now have been near 
twenty days on their march, and that of course the dustucks would be necessary 
to prevent any disputes on the road, to which he observed that the Barbar’s 
vakeel had written them that the Governor-General had told him the troops 
would not march until the Darbar’s answers were received. I replied that 
this was contrary to what the Governor-General had 'written to Mr. Mostyn, 
but perhaps they might be stopped should the news of the change in Gov- 
ernment which Mr. Mostyn had despatched the day after it happened reach 
Calcutta in time, but as this was very uncertain I repeated my request 
for the dustucks being delivered to me to prevent any bad consequences 
which might happen from the want of them. Orustrow Belob then toqk up 
the discourse and mentioned again the letters they had received from the 
Governor-General respecting Chowl being given to the Brench and Monsieur 
St. Lubin having the command of the TofE Connah, and made some trifling 
excuses for Monsieur St. Lubin staying here so long. He allowed that some kind 
of promises had been made that gentleman, but said they were given only with a 
design to amuse him. I replied that the Darbar best knew their own reasons 
for detaining him,Tut that after the many equivocations they had been guilty 
of, until he arrived at some Brench or English settlement, we could not believe 
that they really meant to send him away, and that Mr. Mostyn had already 
replied to the other points. Morabah then said that the Darbar had hitherto 
acted very improperly in making so many evasions about him ; from which the 
English had an undoubted right to suspect something was intended against 
them, but I might, however, depend Monsieur St. Lubin should be despatched 
in two or three days.*’ 

Mk. Bbanois. — My private belief is not stated as an argument that ought 
to weigh with the Board, but merely to clear the consistency of my own conduct 
and opinion, in answer to an objection urged against it. In many of our late 
d.ebates I have formally admitted the possibility of the schemes and negotia- 
tions said to be carrying on between the Brench and the Mahrattas ; but at 
the same time have contended that all such schemes and negotiations have 
totally failed of success. The fact beyond all question is, that the Brench at 
this day are not in possession of Chowl, and I presume it will not now be dis- 
puted that they are engaged in connections with Hyder Ali, who is at war 
with the Mahrattas, and that they have furnished him with military assistance. 

With respect to Monsieur St. Lubin, he is an agent of so low an order, 
and a person of a character so infamous in India, that I cannot believe he was 
ever intrusted with a letter from the King of Brance. What his designs have 
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been, or what instructions be may have received from his employers, I know 
not. It is sufficient for the support of every argument, in which I have taken 
part on this subject, that his hopes, whatever they were, have been disappoint- 
ed, and that his designs are actually defeated. 

The Governoe- General. — As Mr. Prancis has shifted the grounds of the 
question, I am not bound to continue the argument, but in answer to one 
passage only which is directly applied to the present subject of debate. As Mr. 
Prancis is now pleased to say that he cannot believe that he was ever intrusted 
with a letter from the King of Prance, I beg leave to enter here, for the third 
time, the strongest proof of which a fact of that nature can admit, the declara- 
tion towhioh I have before alluded of the Ministers themselves in the follow- 
ing extracts of their letters to me. With respect to the Prench connections 
with Hyder Ali, those I admit, and shall hereafter explain as well as the incon- 
sistency imputed to what I alleged on this subject in the Minutes delivered by 
me on the 11th June — : 

Esetraei of letters from the Poona Parhar to the Governor- General. 

** Monsieur Le Chevalier de St. Lubin on the part of the Ping of Prance 
lately arrived on boardship on this coast and landed at Pis Punda belonging 
to the Government, from whence he transmitted a letter to Seremunt Pao 
Sahib Pow Pundit Purdhan, containing a request of audience to treat with him, 
which, if granted, they would wait on him and fully explain to him the subjects 
of their mission, as friendship has subsisted from time immemorial between the 
Prench nation and the illustrious family of Seremunt Sahib, and, moreover, in 
compliance with the duties of hospitality, an order for their approach was sent 
from the presence ; when the aforesaid gentleman arrives the subjects of their 
negotiation will be explained. 

“ I some time ago wrote you information of the approach of a person de- 
puted by the King of Prance to this quarter. Monsieur Chevalier de St. Lubin 
has lately been honoured with an audience of the Pundit Purdhan Peishwa 
Sahib of strengthening and confirming the ancient friendship which subsisted 
between the two nations, and he also spoke on the subject of their ancient 
intimacy and connection. 

** As the rainy season has set in violently, Monsieur Le Chevalier has been 
delayed on this account. The duties of hospitality both to friends and strangers 
are incumbent on Chiefs of high rank.” 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 7th July to 31st August 

1778. 


Fort William, the 7th July 1778. 

At a Cotjncix, present : 

The Hon’blb Wareen Hastings, Governor- General, President. 

Richard Barwedl, Esq. 

Phidip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Whelbr, Esq. 

Head and approved the Consultation of yesterday. 

The Board think it proper, before they proceed any further in the consi- 
deration of this business, to annul the letter to Colonel Leslie prepared yester- 
day and now laid before them for signature, and to direct him, on the grounds 
of the information now received, to proceed with the detachment under his 
command to Berar, a country on his road to Bombay, which is at the same time 
contiguous to Bengal and convenient for the return of the troops, if it should 
appear expedient to recall them for the defence of these provinces. The 
following letters are therefore written to Colonel Leslie and ordered to be 
despatched to him this evening by express Patamars : — 


To OoiiONED Leslie — 

Sir, — We have received intelligence by the way of Suez, that war was 
declared by the Court of France against England on the 30th of March last ; 
we think it necessary, therefore, to give you peremptory orders to proceed with 
the detachment under your command by easy marches on the road to Berar, 
but not to pass beyond that province until you shall receive further instruc- 
tions from us, notwithstanding any orders to the contrary which may be 
sent to you from the President and Council of Bombay. 

We are, &o.. 

Fort William, •) 

The 7th July 1778. j 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 9th July 1778. 

Thursday At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 


Philip Francis, Esq. 


Edward Whelbr, Esq. 

Bead the Proceedings of the 7th instant. 


The Governor-General having sent the following note to the Secretary on the evening of 
the 7th, it was immediately sent round to the other members of the Board and the meeting 
of the Council postponed accordingly till this morning : — 


Fourthly . — ^That the 

That Rajft Cheyt Singh 
Be requited in form to contribute his 
share of the burthen of the present 
war by consenting to tlie establishment 
of three regular battalions of sepoys 
to be raised and maintaiaod at his ex- 
j^ense. 


Master Attendant he directed to consult some of 
the most able seamen of this fort upon the means 
of forming such an addition to our Marine Estab- 
lishment as may he most effectual for the commu- 
nication of immediate intelligence of the approach 
of an enemy’s fleet or single ship of war, and for 
cutting away the^buoys, and using such precautions 
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as may be necessary for guarding this port and its commerce against the effects 
of a surprise. 

That the opinion of the Chief Engineer be also taken with res- 
pect to the other means which may be necessary to prevent or impede the pro- 
gress of an enemy by the entrance of the river. 

Sixthly.— ThuA, the Commander-in-Ohief be requested to furnish the Board 
with such a general plan of defence as he shall judge necessary in addition to 
the present disposition of our army, and on the supposition that the detachrnent 
now employed under Colonel Leslie may not return for a length of time into 
the provinces, and to attend the Board with it when prepared. 

Seventhly . — ^The proposition with which I shall now conclude, I offer with 
much dif&dence and hesitation, it has been the constant subject of my thoughts, 
since our last meeting, and, though I now incline to recommend it,_ I see the 
objections to it in so strong a light as, added perhaps to those which may be 
suggested by other members of the Board, may induce me to change it, but 
I will briefly state it. The war having been notified to us, though not by 
authority, yet confirmed by evidence of such strength as to amount to a degree 
of certainty next to absolute, shall we proceed upon it as upon the grounds 
of a war declared, and notified in all its forms too, or shall we wait the con- 
firmation of it, which it is probable we may not receive for this month, or six 
weeks yet to come ? The consequence of our determination on this question, 
if in the affirmative, will be instantly to detach a military force to guard the 
approaches of Chaudernagore, to demand the surrender of that town, and to 
appoint Commissaries to take possession of the public stores, shipping, and 
private effects of the inhabitants. This combined question I propose for the 
determination of the Board. 

The first question being considered is — 

Agreed to. Ordered that the Secretary to the Military Department 
do prepare and lay before the Board an estimate of the expense of the above 
augmentation, and of that which will arise from the increase of men to the 
present establishment lately ordered in the Military Department. 

The second question considered — 

Mr. Francis . — On the supposition that the detachment now employed 
under Colonel Leslie will not return for a length of time into the Provinces, 
I acquiesce in the proposal relative to Raja Cheyt Singh, but I think he 
should be informed, that this additional charge will not be imposed upon him 
beyond the continuance of the present war. 

The Q-ovet'nor- General . — The qualification proposed by Mr. Francis is 
consonant to my intention in the question, and is implied in it. I should have 
no objection to its being expressed in an additional clause, that our resolu- 
tion Upon this subject may be unanimous. I agreed to add to the question the 
following words : — “ and to be disbanded at the end of the war but perceiving 
that the difference in our opinions upon this subject arises not from a disagree- 
ment respecting the requisition simply considered by itself, but from a different 
understanding of the right of the Company to exact, under any pressure of 
affairs, more than the sum stipulated by the suunud granted to Cheyt Singh 
and the kubbooliat given by him in return ; I must therefore adhere to the 
question as it stands, wishing to avoid the question of right. If however 
we cannot agree upon this point, still, I wotdd wish to have the requisition 
made in the words of the question, and leave the decision of future right to 
our superiors. 

Mr. Wheler.—Wi^m^ to avoid the question of right, I acquiesce in the 
motion, but I think it should be qualified in the manner proposed by Mr. 
Francis. i'. t' j 

Mr. JBarwell . — An acquisition of revenue and military force I suppose to 
have been annexed to the grant of the zemindary of Benares and Gauzipore 
to the Company. Any military establishment independent of the English 
administration in the heart of the Company’s dominions may in the time of 
danger be turned against those interests which under another policy it would 
protect. I have long regarded the military establishment of Benares under 
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the Eaja’s natire officers, and not subject to the discipline, command and regu- 
lation of our own battalions, as a defect, I therefore most heartily agree to the 
present proposal for three disciplined battalions to be kept up, and paid by the 
Raja, and sincerely hope the Company will direct that the whole force of 
Benares and Gauzipore under the zemindar he placed upon the same footing 
as the regular military force of the Presidency. 

The Governor- General , — I agree to the question in the original terms 
of it, deeming it a right inherent in every Government to impose such assess- 
ments as it judges expedient for the common service and protection of all its 
subjects ; and we are not precluded from it by any agreement subsisting 
between the Raja and this Government. 


Resolved, that the Raja Oheyt Singh be required in form to contribute 
his share of the burthen of the present war by the establishment of three 
regular battalions of sepoys to be raised and maintained at his expense and 
the Governor-General is requested to write to him to that effect. 

The Board agree to the third question. 

To the fourth agreed. 

Agreed to the fifth. 

Orders are accordingly issued by the Secretary. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 11th July 1778. 

Saturday. At a Council, present: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

■ Read and approved the Proceedings o£ the 9th instant. 

" The Governor-General having sent the following note to thij Secretary last night, it was 
immediately circulated to the other members of the Board with the letter referred to from 
Colonel Dow : — 

Sir, — I desire that you will summon a meeting of the Board in the 
Secret Department to-morrow morning at the usual hour, and in the mean- 
time you will circulate the accompanying letter for the inspection of , the gentle- 

I am, &c. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


Hon’ble Sir, — This morning at daybreak I invested the settlement of 
Chandernagore in the most secret manner possible, having crossed the troops at 
two different places above and below the town. As I could procure no intelli- 
gence of Mr. Chevalier last night, I took immediate possession of the garden 
house at Garetty with a company of sepoys. On my first demand I was 
informed he was in bed, and that he would wait on me immediately. Three 
different messages were sent in writing to which the same kind of answers 
were received. When I forced my way towards the inner apartment, Mrs. 
Chevalier appeared and requested as her children were sick that I would have 
further patience and that Mr. Chevalier, who was dressing, would come out. 
Finding, however, that delay seemed to be intended for some particular purpose, 
I became more peremptory and was going to search the bedchamber, when a 
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Monsieur Hanquart appeared in a Star, and assured me that Monsieur Chevalier 
was not in the house nor in Chandernagore, hut that he was Commandant of 
the garrison, and demanded why I came in that hostile manner, which I ex-- 
plained. As it was impossible from the number of guards which I placed 
round the house at daylight that Monsieur Chevalier could have escaped from 
that time, I suspect that he has received previous intelligence, and has set 
out down the river in the night j hut this is only surmise. I thought it, how- 
ever, necessary to give you the earliest intelligence of his escape that you may 
use the necessary means for apprehending him. 

Monsieur Hanquart after much altercation has consented to deliver up the 
place on the terms you proposed, which I stated to him ; and I am now going 
with him from Garetty to put the troops in possession. I have left a company 
of sepoys and an officer here, and shall order the house to be diligently searched, 
though I have little reason to hope that Monsieur Chevalier is concealed in it. 
Six or seven other gentlemen are here. 

I have the honour to be, &o., 

Gakbttt, ALEX. DOW, Lieutenant- Colonel. 

9 O'clock. ) 


P.S . — I have this moment received your address to the Dutch and Danish 
Chiefs and shall transmit them as directed. 

The horcarrahs that I placed around the garden house all night can give no 
information regarding Mr. Chevalier. 


Resolved, that the following letters be written in cypher, and despatched immediately to Fort 

St. George, and Bombay : — 

Gentlemen, — Since we wrote to you on the 8th instant, we have sent a force 
to Chandernagore and taken possession of - that place and of all the Drench 
factories in Bengal ; hut we are sorry to inform you that Monsieur Chevalier 
has escaped the search of our officers ; we think it probable he may attempt to 
repair to Pondicherry. 

In our last letter we desired that you would “march a proper force 
directly towards Pondicherry, and hold it in readiness to attack that place the 
instant the news of the war should be confirmed ; we considered this advice as 
equivalent to recommending a direct attack upon the place, concluding you 
must of course receive a confirmation by authority before any operations could 
be commenced if no previous steps had .been taken by you for that efi'ect, 
which we hope was not the case. As the authentic notification may be 
intercepted, we now recommend that you regard the war as certain if the 
advices have not been contradicted, and proceed to instant hostilities, making 
the capture of Pondicherry your first object, and of Mahe your second, as 
from many considerations we now regard this place of great importance in the 
event of connections between the Drench and the Marattas or Hyder Ally. 

We enclose a copy of a letter we have written to Bombay and a letter for 
Commodore Sir Edward Vernon, which we request, that you will seal up and 
send to him with such information as you think proper of your and our pro- 
ceedings. 

We are, &c. 

Dort William, 1 
The 11th July 1778. ) 


JP.S . — ^We enclose a letter for the Presidency of Dort Marlborough to 
advise them, of the late intelligence, -and request that you will forward it. . 
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To Fout Marlborough. 

Gentlemen, — have received your letters of the 31st May and 3rd 
June, and the Morning Star has brought us your advices under date the 12th 
June. 

Regarding the intelligence of a vrar between France and England as 
certain, we have taken possession of the French establishments in Bengal and 
admitted the subjects of that nation to remain in possession of their houses 
upon parole; we have also earnestly recommended it to the President and 
Council at Fort St. George to proceed immediately against their Settlements at 
Pondicherry and Mahe. In taking possession of the latter, we need not urge you 
to co-operate with them as far as you can consistently with your own safety, 
which at this time must be especially attended to. 

The weak state of your military establishment in comparison with the 
force which we imagine may be fitted out by France against the western side of 
India makes it necessary for us to recommend to your consideration the 
expediency of evacuating the Fort of Tanah ; and demolishing that and any other 
fortresses on the Island of Salcette, that you may be the better able to collect 
your forces at the Presidency, as we think that the possession of Salcette will 
always be insured to you while you remain at Bombay even with your present 
strength, provided there is no lodgment there for an enemy. 

We enclose for your information a copy of a letter which we have written 
on this occasion to the President and Council at Fort St. George. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, 

The 11th July 1778. > 


Resolved also, that the following letters be written, to Sir Edward Vernon and to Fort 

Marlborough. 

To Sir Edward Vernon— 

Sir, — We understand that you are already apprized by the President and 
Council of Bombay of the declaration of war between Great Britain and France. 

We have thought it necessary in consequence of this event to adopt imme- 
diate measures for the particulars of which, we beg leave to refer you to the 
President and Council at Fort St. George, as we have no cypher in which we 
could communicate them to you, and we think it would be imprudent to write 
to you more at large. on this subject by the post. We request, however, that 
you will co-operate with the Company’s Presidencies in any steps that it may 
be expedient to pursue, and we have no doubt of your ready compliance. 

We have the honour to be, &e. 

. Fort William, I 
The nth July 1778. i 


To Fort Maryborough. 

Gentlemen, — We have received advices from Suez, of which we enclose 
a copy for your information, acquainting us that war was declared by the Court 
' of Great Britain against France on the 18th March, and by that of France 
against England on the 30th of the same month. 

Deeming this intelligence as certain, we have thought it incumbent on us 
to act upon it accordingly ; we have therefore, taken possession of the French 
Settlements in Bengal, and adopted such other measures, as we judged imme- 
diately necessary, for the safety and defence of the Company’s interests imme- 
diately committed to our charge. 

We are, &o. 

Fort William, 

The nth July 1778. ] 
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Besolved, tbat tbe following notification of the war be issued to all the British subjects 
in the town of Calcutta, and to the army in general orders : — 

Poet WiiiLiAM, the 11th July 1778. 

The Hon’ble the Governor-General and Council having received certain 
intelligence that war was declared by the Court of Great Britain against 
Branee on the 18th March 1778 in London, and by the Court of Brance against 
England on the 30th of the same month at Paris, the Hon’ble the Governor- 
General and Council do therefore notify the same to all the subjects of His. 
Majesty under their protection. 

By order of the Hon’ble the 
Governor-General and Council, 

J. P. ATJBIOL, Secretary. 


Beceived the following letter from Lievtenaut-Colonel Dow 
From Lieut.-Col. Dow. 

Hon’ble Sie anb Sirs, — In obedience to your commands I took posses- 
sion of the French Factory of Chandernagore this morning at 10 o’clock. As I 
found various pretensions of delay were made, not admissible by the tenor of 
my orders, I was under the necessity of ordering the Company’s troops to 
advance within the harrier where a guard of sepoys was posted under the 
command of a French officer. 

On this occasion the enemy’s guards of the barrier having fired by order 
of their officer, without effect, a platoon was returned which killed four sepoys 
and wounded three or four more. This accident was unavoidable. The guard 
dispersed and the troops entered the town of Chandernagore, where everything 
was afterwards conducted with the greatest regularity. 

From that time I have been employed in placing guards over the shipping, 
store-houses, and such streets as opened to the country, to prevent goods from 
being transported, or prisoners from making their escape, until they could be 
collected. 

Such of the gentlemen as were in the employ of Government, and for whose 
quality the Commandant pledged himself, were admitted to the full privilege 
of parole, a copy of which agreement with their names subscribed I now 
enclose to you. 

Such other inhabitants and merchants for whom the Commandant would 
not answer, agreeable to the etiquette of this nation have been ordered to continue 
quietly in their houses until your orders respecting them are received ; I also 
enclose a list of their names. They do not seem of the lower class ; but some 
of them respectable people in appearance. They are abridged of post liberty, 

I understand Monsieur Chevalier was at Garetty last night but left it after 
supper ; I have not as yet been able to trace him. 

To-morrow I shall direct Mr. Collins to take an inventory of stores, &o., 
&c., which he will transmit to you. The place is so open on all sides that I 
am afraid even with two battalions, which are almost all dispersed in guards, it 
will be impossible to prevent goods from being conveyed to the other settle- 
ments that are so contiguous. I shall, however, be as vigilant as possible ; there 
are three vessels here, but I have not been able to enquire into the nature 
of their cargoes, or whose property they are; guards are placed in them. I shall 
wait your further directions, being with the greatest respect, &c., 

Chandbena&obe, ) ALEX. DGW. 

, The 10th July 17783 4 pm. j 


P./S'.— I have transmitted your letter to the Chiefs of the Dutch and 
Danish factories. 
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Be it known that the Settlement of Ohandernagore being surrendered to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dow in behalf of the Hon’ble East India Company and the 
British nation, we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, were taken prisoners 
of war as subjects of France in consequence of a mutual declaration of war 
between the two nations. 

That agreeable to custom and usage of war in like cases, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dow being so empowered has granted us of his free will the usual privi- 
leges of liberty, on our parole of honour, not to act against the British nation, or 
India Company, in any hostile capacity, nor to convey intelligence during the 
course of the present war, or until we may be exchanged by regular cartel, or 
set at liberty by authority of His Britannic Majesty, or the said East India 
Company. 

Should we be forced to act in any manner contrary to the true spirit and 
intent of the above engagement, we acknowledge ourselves justly liable to the 
punishments inflicted in like cases, &c,, to incur the imputation of having 
violated our honour. 

Provided at the same time that the war should not have been declared 
before this date, we not having yet received intelligence of a war from our 
Court, this engagement of course becomes null and void. 


Cha.'ndernagob-e, -v 
The 10th July 1778. S 


HOCQTTABT, 

Colonel, d* InfanteHe Commandant, 

Chandemagore. 

Le CHEV. db xa SADSSAYE, 

Commandant la Garrison. 
DESOOBEHE db ST. OEOIX, 

Ordounateur. 

MITABD, 

Conseiller. 

FABTJS DE BBITEL, 

Conseiller, Procuereur de PLoi et Zemindar. 
FBANCIS NICOLAS. 

RENAULT DB ST. GERMAIN. 
BENNITON DU TOUEON. 

VEBTIE, 

Capitaine dePort. 

NICOLAS DB CALSION, 

Greffler-in- Chef. 

AUSSATJT, 

Adjoint Zemindar. 

MALRT DB OORMORE, 

Interprete Person. 

Db BEAUFORT, 

Grandvoyer Architect, 

TRIBELLARD db LA RELANDIERE. 
CHILLET. 

Le seigneur MAORAFFRT. 

DB STROTHER SR. db M. HOOQUART. 
NICOLAS DE LA MERLIERE, 

Tresorier de la Marine. 
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Be it known that we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, inhabitants of 
Ohandernagore, do hereby engage to remain quietly within the hounds of 
Chandernagore until the pleasure of the Governor- General and Supreme Council 
of the Presidency of Bengal he known respecting us, 

Chandekkagobe, I ATJDUBERT CHAN BON. 

The 10th July 1778. ) DEVISENNE. 

J. LA CAT. 

L. LA CHENCY. 

LUCAS. 

AN IAN. 

MERGUET. 

PETIBR deL’ HORME. 

DHBOISS. 

L. EELON. 

L. SOLMINIHAO. 

BE SMAROHAIS. 

EOTJQUET DE OHAMPRIEQHT. 

BE LA BUTTE. 

POUILLEUL. 

J. YIGEIRO. 

KERVALLUET VHAS. 

LE CHER. DB BRAU. 

MAGNAREE; 

E. VIULAR. 

Lb HIMAS. 

J. AIREAU. 

Lb CONTE BEMARITZ. 


The Board, approving the condaot of Libtjtbnant-Colonei. Dow, agreed that the follow- 
ing letter be written to him. 

To Lieut.-Col. Dow. 

Sib,— We have received your letter of the 10th, and the Governor-General 
has laid before us your address to him of the same date. 

We are much pleased with the alacrity exerted by you in the execution 
of your orders, and with the prudent and regular conduct which you have 
observed on this occasion. *' 

. We are, &c. 

CouNOiii Chambeb, -v 

The nth July 1778. $ 


■Received the following letter from MosrsiBXJa Hocquaut, late Commandant of Chander- 
nagore J — 

Fbom Monsibtje Hooqtjaet. 

Gentlemen,— I was in the greatest surprise this morning when Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bow, at the head of a considerable body of troops, presented himself at 
Garetty to occupy all the avenues to it ; and signified to me by his letter of 
C14 
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which the annexed is a copy, that he required, in the name of the Governor- 
General and Council of Calcutta for His Britannic Majesty, the immediate sur- 
render of our colony, all the arms, stores and ships, with all the public and 
private property ; having sufficient force he says under his command in case of 
refusal to compel us to it by force. Mr. Chevalier being absent, and by conse- 
quence J. Hoequart commanding in his absence by an order of His Most 
Christian Majesty, dated the 8th December 1776, have received the letter from 
Lieutenant- Colonel Dow to which I made the annexed answer, and surrendered 
myself into his hands, protesting in case it should be necessary, if in all events 
the war is not declared, and leaving myself at liberty to apprize the Court of 
Brance of it, and to treat with you, Mr. Hastings and the Council of Calcutta for 
the different conditions and the treatment to be observed towards the inhabi- 
tants of Chandernagore. Not having any force in arms or troops and being 
entirely ignorant of the declaration of war between France and England, I have 
then surrendered into the hands of Lieutenant- Colonel Dow the Settlement of 
Chandernagore previously providing for the annexed conditions as well in regard 
to those employed for the King as the inhabitants and merchants of this colony. 
Having then reserved to myself, Sir, to treat with you and the Council of 
Calcutta for the different conditions and treatment to be observed towards the 
inhabitants of Chandernagore I demand^ — 

1st . — That the Serjeant and the seven European soldiers of our garrison as 
likewise the sepoys, which were granted us by Colonel Clive, may quit the 
place with the honours of war drum beating, to retire wheresoever they shall 
think proper into the colony at their option. 

2nd . — The freedom of the internal trade of the colony as well as that of 
the inhabitants and merchants of the said colony to be preserved to it in the 
form and tenor in which it is written and subscribed to by Colonel Dow under 
date this morning. 

3rd . — That no insult be offered to the church and to the priests dependent 
on it. 

— That the King’s magazines situated in the centre of the ghaut, which 
contain different merchandise belonging to divers private people, be exempt 
from all kind of insult and plunder. 

5^7?.. -—That safeguards be given in the King’s house at Garetty, in the 
house occupied by me the Commander in the absence of Mr. Chevaliei*, in that 
of Mr. Lafaussaye, Captain, Commandant of sepoys, and in that of Mr. Des- 
corcher de St. Croix, Commissary of the King’s Marine. 

— I require that a subsistence be given to those employed for the King, 
and to the inhabitant soldiers, sepoys and guards of the police according to the 
places they hold. 

— That none of the houses of private people nor the effects which they 
contain be invested nor pillaged, and, in short, that no damage or injury be done 
to the fortune or property of individuals. 

— That passages be allowed to the different persons employed for the 
King, or to the other inhabitants of the colony with every requisite accom- 
modation to convey them at their option either to Pondicherry, to the Isles of 
France, or to Prance, in virtue of the parole which they have given not to bear 
arms in the service of His Christian Majesty during the course of the war 
which, according to the letter of Colonel Dow, exists between Prance and 
England. 

9th . — That no injury or damage be done to the inhabitants and Indian 
traders of this colony. 

10th.--Th3,t the hulk belonging to the King, also the ships of different 
individuals, be preserved ; the first as it is useful to the public for the purpose of 
repairing and careening ships ; and the ships, because they are a part of the 
fortune of the merchants ; moreover, that the boats which are in the river and 
the bazars be returned to the colony. 

I shall expect, gentlemen, with the greatest impatience your decision 
on the fate of the inhabitants and merchants of this colony, and shall conform 

680 P. D.— 26 
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myself, till tlie moment I receive your answer, to the usages prescribed by the 
law of war. I hope, gentlemen, that I, as well as all the inhabitants of this 
colony, shall be well treated, and desire to be acquainted with the reasons for 
the violence and force which you have used towards the ^French nation, in whose 
name I speak to you. 

Eurthermore, I prefer a complaint to you, gentlemen ; it is astonishing, and 
against all the rights of nations and the laws of war, that your sepoys have 
plundered the shops and bazars and your officers have not put a stop to it. I 
hope then, gentlemen, that no such disorders may be committed in. future and 
that you will use precaution against them. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Chanubenagore, HOCQ,UAE,T. 

The 10th July 1778. j 


Copy of a letter from Libtitenant-Colonel Dow, to Mr. Hocqttart, Commandant of 

Chandernagore. 

Sir, — I am ordered by the Hon’ble the Governor- General and Council 
of the Presidency of Calcutta to demand of Mr. Chevalier, the Governor of 
Ohandernagore, the immediate surrender of this Settlement, and all arms, stores, 
ships, together with all public and private property therein contained, having a 
sufficient force under my command in case of refusal to inforce compliance to 
these demands, which are made by me in their name, and in consequence of open 
war declared between Great Britain and France. As Mr. Chevalier is absent 
and the Government of the Settlement is vested in you, 1 must demand imme- 
diate compliance with the above direction. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
ALEX. DOW. 


To Lieutenant -Colonel Dow. 

SiE , — 111 answer to the letter which you have done me the honour to write 
to me under this morning’s date finding me Commandant at Chandernagore in 
the absence of Mr. Chevalier by order of the King, dated the 8th December 
1776. 

Haying no force, either in arms or troops, and being entirely ignorant of the 
declaration of war which, according to your letter, exists between France and 
England, I consent to surrender the town of Ohandernagore, protesting inas- 
much as may be necessary, if in all events war is not declared, reserving to my- 
self to apprize the Court of France of it, and to treat with Mr. Hastings and the 
Council of Calcutta for the different conditions and the treatment to be used 
towards the inhabitants of Chandernagore. 


Garettt, ■) 
The 10th July 1778, 
at 10 o*cloc'k in the 
morning. 


I have the honour to be, &o., 

HOCQIJART, 

Colonel, Infantry, 


Agreed that the following letter be written to Monsieur Hocquart : 

To Monsieur Hocquart — 

Sir,— W e have received your letter of the 10th instant with 
papers enclosed in it. 


the several 


D.rnn?dfq * Lieutenant- Oolouel Dow being 

certam information that a war was declared by the Court of 
Crreat Britain against France on the 18th of last March and by that of France 
Gf6 
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against England on the 30th of the same month, we cannot depart from them. 
We beg leave, however, to acquaint you that it forms a part of our orders to 
Colonel Dow to treat the inhabitants of Chandernagore with all possible lenity and 
tenderness. We have no doubt he will attend to this injunction as far as may 
be consistent with their present situation and the usages of war in such cases. 


Eort VriliLIAM, 
The nth July 1778. 


We are, &c. 


The Governor-General informs the Board that he has ordered two of the 
pilot sloops, which are now at Calcutta, to proceed down the river ; that he has 
sent a Lieutenant and thirty Europeans on board of each, with orders to search 
for Erench vessels and boats, to seize all they may be able to find, and to make 
particular enquiries after Mr. Law and Mr. Chevalier in order to apprehend 
them. As soon as they overtake the Morning Star they are to be under the 
directions of Captain Robinson. 


Eort William, the 13th July 1778. 

Ax A CoUNCIIi, PRESENT : 

The Hon’ble Wabeen Hastings, Governor.- General, President. 

Richard Barwbll, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

The Proceedings of the llth. instant read and approved. 

The Governor-General lays before the Board the following letter from Monsieuk Hoc- 
QTJART, and requests that the answer which shall be written to it may be dictated by the 
Board : — 

To — T he Hon'’blb Waurbn Hastings, Esq., Governor-General at Calcutta. 

Candbrnagore, the 12th July 1778. 

I receive your letter and lose not an instant in replying to it to express 
Monsieur Hocqnart, to the Governor- my Surprise that the Supreme Council make no 
Genonii, the 12 th July. manner of answcr to the ten articles in my letter 

of the 10th of July, I see but one word regarding the injunctions made by 
the said Council to Lieutenant-Colonel Dow to treat the inhabitants of Chan- 
dernagore with all possible mildness and attention. I do not think that requiring 
of the inhabitants the keys of their godowns and warehouses where he him- 
self goes to take inventories (a commission beneath the rank he holds) is a 
mark of mildness and attention. I have not the honour of being known to you, 
Sir, but I should wish, as well from the place I occupy, as from a regard to my 
rank, and to what is due to the respective nations, to be able to agree with you 
upon the requisitions which I have reserved to myself to make to you. 

To avoid a correspondence that may be detrimental to your important 
occupations, I hope then. Sir, you will not refuse me your consent to my 
waiting on you. I shall depart on the receipt of your answer, but allow me to 
insist on requiring an' answer to the said articles in my letter for the public 
tranquility. 

I have the honour, to he, &c,, 
HOCQUART. 


Resolved on the following reply to Monsieub. Hocqdabt, the Governor-General is there- 
fore requested to sign it 

To — COLONEi. Hocquabt at Chandernagore. 


To Monsieur Hoequarfc* 

617 


Sir, — I have been favoured with your letter of the 
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la tlie letter -wliioh. I addressed you jointly with the other memhers of the 
Council on the 11th, we did not think it necessary to answer specifically to the 
different articles which you had proposed to our consideration, because the 
circumstances under which the town of Chandernagore was surrendered did not 
appear to he those of a capitulation. We shall, however, allow due attention 
to the subject of your letter, nor had many of the articles contained in it before 
escaped the observation of the Board, but their resolutions upon them, whatever 
they may be, must be the result of their own free choice and cannot be made 
the conditions of a compact. 

With respect to the 6th requisition which you make I hope that you will 
soon be acquainted with our arrangements on this head, they are only delayed 
for the official reports which the Board expect to receive from Chandernagore. 

I am very sorry that the pressure of affairs in which I am at this time 
engaged will not permit me to accept the honour of your proposed visit in 
Calcutta ; and indeed this is the less necessary, for the occasion which you 
mention as the object of it, as all the measures that wiU be adopted in respect 
to the town and inhabitants of Chandernagore must depend on the voice of 
the collective body of this Government, and not on my single authority. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

roBT William, I 
The 13th July 1778. ) 


Eesolved that the following order be issued to Lieutenant-Colonel Dow : — 

To — Lieutenant-Colonel Dow, Commanding at Chandernagore. 

Sir, — ^We desire that you will send us a complete return of the military 
m X. X IT, which were entertained in the French service at 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Dow. i at j. m • t a i t 

Cnandemagore and that you will immediately dis- 
band their sepoys and lascars. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, ^ 

The 13th July 1778. J 


Eead the following letter from Mr. Collinos : — 

To — T he Hon'blb Wabrbn Hastings, Esq., Governor- General, ^o., Council. 

Gentlemen,— C olonel Dow having consigned over to me the goods and 

Mr.Coiungs,thei2thjuiy. ?ontained in such store-houses as he has 

_ visited since his arrival belonging to the French at 
this place, I shall begin immediately to take an inventory of them agreeable 
to the orders of the Hon’ble Board, and as soon as the whole shall bo completed 
will do myself the honour of transmitting a copy thereof to the Board. 

In consequence of the permission the Hon’ble Board have been pleased to 
give me, I have taken Mr. George Shee with me, to assist me in this business 
which I hope wiU meet with your approbation. 

I have the honour, &c. 

Chandernagore, \ L. COLLINGS. 

The ISth July 1778. ) 


Agreed that the public notice of a declaration of war, which was issued in Calcutta in 

The declaration of war notified to if Jfst Council, be circulated 

the Provincial Councils, &c,, &c. toilowing letter to all the Provincial Councils and 

Collectors. 


Circular. 

We enclose a publication^ which you will be pleased to notify to the 
Cmraiar letter to the Provincial British suhjects withiu vour iurisdictiou. 

Councils and Collectors. ^ 

648 
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In consequence of the war we have thought it necessary to take possession 
of the Prenoli Tactories in these provinces, hut Mr. Chevalier having made his 
escape from Chandernagore, and the securing his person being a point of 
material consequence, we direct that you immediately issue orders to all the 
proper officers of Government in your division to use their utmost endeavours 
to intercept him in his retreat, and send him in safe custody to you to he con- 
veyed to the Presidency. 

You will also give orders for seizing and securing any other foreigners not 
being the known dependants of the Danes or Dutch, and all vagrants of whatever 
nation, that is to say, persons not having a regular license for their residence 
in the country, who may be found within the limits of your authority, and 
transport them immediately to the Presidency under proper guards. 

If Mr. Chevalier should fall into your hands, you will take care that he be 
treated with the respect and attention due to his rank ; you will also observe the 
greatest humanity towards all other persons whom you may apprehend and 
send down to us in consequence of thesec orders. 

We are, &c. 


Port William, 
The 13th July 1778. 


Kesolved, that the following publication be issued requiring all the Europeans, Armenians, 
Portuguese and other Christian inhabitants to assemble on the first "Wednesday in August on 
the parade at the old fort to be enlisted as a body of militia in confirmity to the resolution 
of the 9th instant 

Council Chamber, the 13th July 1778. 

The Hon’ble the Governor- General and Council having thought it neces- 
sary, for the additional security and defence of this Presidency on the present 
event of a war, to form and embody the inhabitants of the town of Calcutta 
into a corps of militia, do hereby require that all the European, Armenian, 
and Portuguese inhabitants who enjoy the protection of the British flag in this 
Settlement, do attend on the parade near the water side in the old fort on the 
first Wednesday in August at daybreak, to be there duly mustered and enrolled 
as aforesaid. 

By order of the Governor- General and 

Council. 


Read the following letter from BaiSADiBK-GENERAL Stibbert : — 

To — ^Tbdb Hon'blb Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor-General, Sfc., Supreme Council, 

Secret Department. 

Hon’blb Sib and Sirs, — I was last night honoured with your letter of the 
9th instant signifying to me your having received intelligence of a war being 
declared in Europe between Prance and England, and desiring I would form a 
plan of defence for these provinces in war to be laid before you, which I beg 
leave to inform you I shall do to the utmost of my abilities and with as much 
despatch as the necessary consideration of so important a business will admit. I 
have further to acquaint you that I shall give the necessary directions for form- 
ing the three additional battalions of sepoys, which you have come to the reso- 
lution to raise upon thejolan I recommended to you some time since. 

I cannot conclude ^is letter without expressing to you how much I feel 
myself hurt at hearing that, in consequence of the intelligence you have had 
of a war, several steps have been actually taken for commencing hostilities with- 
out my knowledge or participation, but particularly two battalions of sepoys 
detached from Barrackpoi’e, under Lieutenant- Colonel Dow, to demand and 
take possession of the i’renoh Settlement of Chandernagore. Though I wish 
to believe that the Board did not mean this as any slight to me, yet I cannot 
help representing to you, gentlemen, that I think the station which I have the, 
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honour to hold entitles me, when present, to expect a communication of all 
military operations which your Hon’ble Board may resolve upon previous to 
their being carried into execution. I flatter myselt that upon considering this 
matter you will see it in the same light with myself and readily perceive the 
injury that my character and authority in the army must suffer by such an 
apparent want of the confidence of the Board, which, as I shall ever make it 
my study to merit, I hope will never be denied to me. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bort WiiiLiAM, -i Gl. STIBBERT. 

The 13th July 1778. ) 


Resolved, that the following letter be written to Bbigadiek-Genbral Stibbert : — 

To — General G Stibbert, Commander-in- Chief. 

Sib, — We have received your letter of the 11th instant. 

As you seem to have heen misinformed with respect to the nature of the 
orders issued to a detachment of sepoys to cross the river from Barrackpore to 
take possession of the town of Ohandernagore, we think it proper to acquaint 
you that it was a measure which required secrecy and despatch ; it was resolved 
upon, planned and ordered to he carried into execution in the same instant ; to 
have applied for your advice in person upon the occasion would in effect have 
been to divulge our intention, and to have waited for it in writing must have 
caused delay, which might destroy the good effects expected from despatch ; 
and though we considered the detachment of a party of sepoys a necessary 
form to be observed on this occasion, we did not expect any military service, 
which should render it an object of sulEflcient consequence to be imparted to 
you. 

This explanation we have cheerfully given to remove the opinion which, 
you appear, to have causelessly entertained, that our omitting to acquaint you 
with this transaction, proceeded from a want of confidence, which wo should be 
very sorry to shew you the least, sign of ; on the contrary we shall always be 
desirous of receiving the aid of your military knowledge in every instance 
which may render it of use to us. 


Eobt William, \ 
The 18th July 1778. > 


We are, &c. 


Read the following letter from the Chief and Council of Frederickuagore ; — 

To — T he Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor. General and Supreme Council, 

Fort Williit’in. 

Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, — We have this day had the honour to receive your 
esteemed favour of yesterday, wherein you have been pleased to signify to us 
that you have received authentic intelligence that war was declared by the 
Court of Great Britain against France the 18th of March last, and by the Court 
of France against Great Britain the 30th of the same month, and that you in 
consequence thereof have thought it incumbent on you to take possession 
of Chandernagore, and to attack all the French property which shall be found 
in these provinces. 

We are much obliged to you for your early intimation thereof, and give 
you hereby our sinoerest assurance, that whatever may be expected from the 
friendship subsisting between your nation and ours, shall on our side duly ho 
attended to, and to the utmost of what the dictates of neutrality will admit of. 
Happy in fi.nding that a good friendship subsists between our nations, it shall 
be one of our greatest ambitions, as much as it may he in our power, and as 
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far as a sti'ict neutrality 'will make it warrantable, to promote your interests, 
and to cultivate said friendship and to be meritorious of yours. 

We have the honour to be, &c., 

FEEDEaiCKNAGORB, ^ O. BIE. 

The 10th July 1778. ) BITTEEETT. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 14th July 1778. 

Tuesday. At a CouNCin, pb-bsent : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor - General , Tre & ident . 

Bichard Bar-well, Esq. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Edward Whbler, Esq. 

1 he Proceedings o£ the 13th read and approved. 

To — Alisxandeii Dow, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of Infantry Commatulants, on the 

part of His Britannic Majesty at Chanderuagore. 

Sir, — The duty we owe to our correspondents in Europe, that which we 
owe to the public as depositories of its confidence, determine us in the step 
which we take the liberty to take in addi-essing- you with an exposition of our 
situation. If the reasons which we shall lay before you merit any consideration, 
we flatter ourselves that you will give weight to them with the gentlemen of 
the Supreme Council of Calcutta. 

Our existence in Bengal is founded on the right of nations, which the general 
conduct of Europe, makes us consider above the laws of war. It is notified 
in all declaration to seize respectively the effects of individuals. Nevertheless 
in the unhappy divisions which have constantly prevailed between England and 
Prance since the accession of William the Third to the Throne of England 
there have been no examples of Englishmen wdio were debtors to Prenchmen, or 
Prench debtors to Englishmen availing themselves of the like declarations. 
The English settled in Prance have peaceably exerted their industry in times 
of war, and the sAme indulgence has been granted to the Prench settled in 
England. We think, Sir, this latter situation with some exceptions to bo nearly 
that which we have in Bengal. We have no other circulations than the 
moneys which your Government coin; we know no laws but those which you 
impose on us. Our Government faithful to its treaties has only established 
an administration at Ohandermagore to give some sanction to our existence and 
to judge our differences according to our civil laws. If we had not thought. 
Sir, that such was our existence in Bengal, and if our interests, blended with 
those of the English, had not strengthened us in this opinion, we should never 
have abandoned ourselves to your discretion, in exercising our industry in a 
country at 60 leagues distance from the sea, and surrounded on all sides by 
your troops in which, making a sacrifice of our properties, we have not even the 
hope of sheltering our liberty. 

After the confidence we were in that we had a right to pretend to the 
immediate protection of England, nothing has ecLualled our astonishment like 
the general visit which you have ordered and executed yourself, the taking 
of the keys of our warehouses, and j;hc double precaution of causing them to 
be guarded by sepoys. We not only flatter ourselves, Sii', that this precaution 
will be but a pure form, and that our effecis will be restored to us in the con- 
dition in which they are now, but we even think that the seizure of the 
private merchants’ ships now in the Ganges, or that may come in, not being 
informed of the declaration of war, will be restored to us, to put an end to them 
at public auction. . This justice will be but an extension of the protection 
which we reclaim for our effects. You must be well acquaint(;d with every- 
thing appertaining to history. We think. Sir, that wo shall strengthen our 
pretensions ever founded on the law of nations in citing to you the conduct of 
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Governor of tlie Havannah, who in the height of war in 1746 treated with 
the utmost humanity an English ship of war, named the Mizabelh, commanded 
by Mr. Edward, whom pressing wants carried into the port of the Havannah ; he 
not only permitted the Captain to repair, and to traffic, to provide himself with 
what was necessary for the continuation of the voyage, hut he also gave him a 
passport as far as the Bermudas. The history which relates this fact makes no 
mention of the Governors having been blamed by his Court, and all Europe 
admired the like conduct. So much is the law of nations superior to that of 
war. 

"We have always thought, Sir, that individuals without defence bad nothing 
to fear for their property ; we found assurances’ of it in your own history. When 
the Duke of Marlborough made a descent at St. Casin Brittany, he published 
the 7th June 1758 a manifest whereof we shall cite to you the paragraph in 
your own language: — 

“ Be it known therefore to all who will remain in peaceable possession of 
their habitations and effects, that they may stay unmolested in their respective 
dwelling and follow their usual occupations, and that, excepting the customs 
and taxes which they pay to the King, nothing will be required of them either 
in money or merchandises but what is absolutely necessary for the subsistence 
of the army, and that, for all the provisions they shall bring in they shall he 
paid ready money.” 

If the Duke of Marlborough thought, Sir, the like attentions due to indi- 
■viduals who might become hurtful to him from their condition and situations, 
what ought not eight or ten persons to expect at six thousand leagues from 
their country, who constituted the bulk of the merchants of Chandernagore, and 
whose industry makes live about sixty persons whereof the whole colony is 
composed ? 

If our situation was capable, Sir, of exciting any jealousy, or of offering 
any resources in effects, or in money, reasons of state might prevail over reasons 
of humanity. The little time which you have been at Chandernagore is more 
than sufficient to enable you to judge of it; and we believe we speak within 
hounds in assuring you that the seizure of our effects as well at Chandernagore 
as in the interior parts of the country, in supposing even that nothing escaped 
your vigilance, would not form a capital of 4 lacks, the loss of which would 
in part fall on your own individuals. 

This, Sir, is what we had to lay before you. You have read and written too 
much upon the misfortune of war for us not to he persuaded that you will, if 
possible, render easy our lot. We shall believe you to obey superior orders if 
you deprive us of the resources which can subsist us and enable us to discharge 
our engagements. We shall pity you, but we shall submit with firmness to all 
that may be imposed on us, as those unfortunate people did, whose only crime 
was that they were horn at Carthage. 

We are, &c., 

Chandbbnagoee, -1 L. P. MONEERON ERE8ES. 

The 18th July 1778. | LUCAS and AEREAU BREAU. 

IM DE LAB AT. 

LE YERRINE. 

L. ROUSRE. 

AULBEST CHAMBOR. 

J. LES MARCHAIS. 

MUGUET, 

one of the Attorniee to T. B.fortier, 
LE DUMOULUSSi 

one of the Attorniee to T. B.fortier. 

(True translation), 

A. GILBERT. 

French Trmelaior, 
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COPY. 


To Mr. MoNNERO]sr. 

Sir, — I hare attentively perused the representation of the principal 
merchants of Chandernagore which you delivered into my hand this morning, 
and should he happy to have it in my power to be any way instrumental in 
affording them every possible relief consistent with the practices of war, the 
law of nations and the sentiments of private humanity ; at the same time as 
they justly remark I am here merely as an executive officer on the part of 
Government acting in obedience to positive and explicit instructions. 

Por this reason and our vicinity to Calcutta, the seat of the Supreme 
Council of this country, I do not think myself authorized to adopt any 
measures of my own in consequence of the memorial which I have received, or 
to enter into any discussion of the argument with which it is pregnant ; hut you, 
Sir, may assure the addressers on my part that I shall lose no time in forward- 
ing it to the President and Council in the most favourable manner to their 
wishes. 


Chandernagore, ■) 
The 13th July 1778. ) 


I have the honour to be, &c., 
ALEX. DOW, Lieut.- Ool., 
Commanding at Chandernagore. 


Resolved in the terms of Mr. Barwell’s minute, and further that the Board will hereafter 
consider whether any, and what, additional indulgences shall be allowed to the inhabitants 
at Chandernagore. 

Agreed that the following letter be written to Lieutekant-Colonel Dow : — 

To — Lieutenant-Colonel Alex. Dow, Commanding at Chandernagore. 


Sir, — W e have received your letter of the 13th instant, and the Governor- 
„ , . , , „ , , General has communicated to us the letter which 

you wrote to him the same day. 

With respect to the private property at Chandernagore and the conduct 
which you are to observe towards individuals there, we direct that the European 
inhabitants he treated with attention, and allowed all the indulgence that can 
in reason be shewn to them in the full and free possession of their houses, 
appand, furniture, and all the necessary household utensils which they may 
have occasion for, hut you will use your endeavours jointly with tho commis- 
sary to prevent this indulgence from being abused. We think it proper, how- 
ever, to except the native inhabitants from it, and therefore direct that all effects 
of whatsoever nature appertaining to them he seized for the public use ; these 
orders we think will be sufficient for your guidance until we can form some 
general rule respecting the whole of the property in consequence of the, inven- 
tory which we expect from Mr. Collings ; wo sliall at the same time consider 
what farther privileges may he allowed to the inhabitants, and furnish you 
with instructions accordingly. 

Onr orders as usual on granting the warrant for assembling a general 
Court Martial at Port William, appointed the next officer in turn to preside at 
it. We did not then know that it would fall to your lot, we have since exempt- 
ed you from this duty. 

We are, &c. 


Port William, 
The Uth July 1778. 


Received the following letter from the Direction and Council of Hooghly : — 

Gentlemen,— Yesterday afternoon we had the honour to receive your letter 
„ ,, of the 0th instant, by which vou advise us that war 

HoogUy.iithJuiy. declared between* tho Crowns of Great 
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Britain and Prance and of the taking of Chandernagore. We find ourselves 
obliged to return you thanks for this intelligence, and to declare in consequence 
of your request that, although we have not yet received any orders from our 
superiors on this subject, we shall observe the strictest neutrality. 

We are, &c., 

Hooghlt, T. M. BOSS, &c., 

The 11th July 1778. j Council. 

Secret Dept. Port William, the 18th July 1778. 

Saturday. At a Cotjncll, PRBSjiNT : 

The Hon’ble Waeuen Hastings, Governor-Oeneral, Tresident. 
Eiohard Barwell, Esq. 

BhiiiIP Ebanois, Esq. 

Edward Whbler, Esq. 

The Proceedings of the 14111 instant read and approved. 

The GovernoriQeneral. — As the time will not admit of any delay in 
raising the three battalions of sepoys which are to be maintained by Kaja 
Cheyt Sing, I propose that the Commander-in- Chief be desired to give orders 
immediately for that purpose. 


Agreed to j the following letter is therefore written to Bbigadiee-General Stibbbrt 
T o Briqadibr-Gbnebal Stibbebt — 

Sir, — We have already acquainted you with our resolution to cause three 
battalions of sepoys to be raised and maintained at the expense of Eaja Cheyt 
Sing for the defence of the Company’s possessions. As the present crisis will 
not admit of delay, we request that you will give the necessary orders for 
raising and forming these corps with all possible expedition. 

We are, &e. 

Port William, 

The 18th July 1778. ) 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 20th July 1778. 

Monday. At a Ootjncil, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, Tresident. 

Eiohard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Pranois, Esq. 

Edward Whbler, Esq. 

The Proceedings of the 18 th instant read and approved. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following postscript of a letter which he has 
received from Mr. Thomson : — 

It is reported here the Prench have declared the Americans are a free 
Postscript of a letter from Mr. people, and that has put a stop to the Court of 
Thomson, to the Secretary. Londou Sending depntics to treat with the Ameri- 

cans, as was before intended. This wants confirmation. 

What follows is authentic- 

Pifteen sail of the line went out of Toulon Harbour with upwards of 6,000 
troops on hoard transports, &e,, the 18th instant, destination unknown, and at 
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the same time they tinhuiig the rudders of two English merchantmen, in 
Marseilles Harhour ; they are still detained. 

My packet is called for Marseilles, April the 18th, 1778. 


The Governor- General . — The intelligence contained in Mr. Thomson’s 
letter to our Secretary, and expressed to be authentic, that fifteen sail of the line 
had actually sailed on the 13th of April from the Uarbour of Toulon with 
6,000 troops and attended by transports on an unknown destination, and the cir- 
cumstances repeated in the newspapers of the command of this armament hav- 
ing been newly conferred on the Count Deslaing, afford a strong presumption 
that its destination was for India. We have no information of the appointment 
of any British squadron for these seas. Although we must of course expect 
one, in the meantime considering the weak state of His Majesty’s squadron 
now in India, consisting of the Mippon, Seahorse, Goimtry and the Cormorant 
expected from Suez, a force not equal to that which the Erench possess 
already at Pondicherry, I submit to the Board the expediency of immediately 
fitting out two or more vessels from this port, to be ordered to join Sir Edward 
Vernon, and to act under his orders until he shall be strengthened by reinforce- 
ments from England, or shall judge their assistance no longer necessary for the 
public service, with a request that in such case they may be returned to us. 
The Tiesolution may be immediately fitted for this service with one or two Com- 
pany’s ships now in the river. If the Board so far approve this proposition, it 
will be necessary to enquire what number of guns each of the three vessels now 
in the river may be able to carry, and in what time they can sail from this 
port, which information the Secretary may be ordered to collect from the 
Captains of the respective vessels. Perhaps it may he necessary to give previous 
intimation to the Captains of these vessels, and shew them to their officers and 
men that an allowance to the officers and a bounty to the men will he granted 
during the period of this service. 


Agreed to and ordered that the Secretary do require the above information from the Command- 
ers of the Grosvenor and Osferlei/; that the Master Attendant be direcl.ed to fit out and 
prepare the ItesoluUon for war and to grant all the aid that may be necessary for the 
preparations of the Europe ships. 

In order to gain the earliest notice of the approach of an enemy and to 
prevent the pilots from being surprized in Ballasorc roads we are of opinion 
that the Bagle and Morning Star should be stationed until the 10th of Septem- 
ber, the one off Jaggernot Pagoda, the other off the Ealso Point, to cruize from 
16 to 40 fathoms of water, and a pilot vessel to lie just vdthin the Point of 
Palmiras to alarm the pilot vessels in the road on receiving it from those with- 
out her. 

Erom the 10th of September and during the N. E. monsoon, the Bagle and 
Morning Star should be stationed from the Point of Palmiras as far to the east- 
ward as the Swatch, each of them ranging half the distance just without the 
Sandheads. And the pilot vessel that before lay under the point should in this 
monsoon lie at the foot of the western brace to alarm the pilots in the road as 
before mentioned. The signals that those vessels are furnished with should 
be communicated to all the other Presidencies. 

Exclusive of those vessels there should be one stationed at the buoy of the 
Eairv^ay, with orders on an alarm being given from the roads to sink that buoy, 
and proceed in with all possible despatch, destroying or removing all the buovs 
as she comes to them. 

' Eor guarding the port of Calcutta and protecting its commerce against the 
effects of surprise, we think the following ships formed into a squadron neces- 
sary : — 

lion’ He Company’ $ Ships. 


The Resolution capable of mounting 


Britannia • 
6o5 


{ Twenty 18-pounders, 
Twenty-two 9-pounderR. 

{ Twenty-two M-pounders. 
Twenty- four i2-pounders. 
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* CharloUa 
Nanoy 

* Britannia Snow 

* Admiral Pococi 

* Royal Admiral 


( Twenty 18-pounders. 

* (. Twenty-two 9-pounders. 

C Twenty 1 8-pounders. 

' \ Twenty 6-pounders. 

f Sixteen 12-pounders. 

■ t. Fourteen 6-pounders. 

{ Eighteen 9-poanders. 
Six 4-pounders. 

, , Sixteen 6 -pounders. 


These vessels forming a squadron and properly stationed will answer the 
purpose of defending the port and its commerce against any of the enemy’s 
detached squadrons. 

We are also of opinion that two or three vessels fitted out for fire-ships 
and kept in readiness might he of great use ; and also the chains at Budge Budge 
to be kept in readiness to lay across the river at an hour’s warning. Besides the 
other ships, if the ship Warren is in good condition as to strength for heavy 
mettle, she might be added to the number ; she will mount on two decks about 
fifty guns. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the l7th August 1778. 

Monday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 
Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Erancis, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 


The Proceedings of the 10th instant read and approved. 


The Governor- General lays before the Board the following letter from Raja 
. Oheyt Sing and informs the Board that, having 

Tbe Governor- Gen erars minute on .,.,•'1 a n -vr i i-k • 5 tt i ■* j* ° 

Raja Cheyt Singh’s acquiescence to called upon Ally JNucky, the Raja s vakeel, for an 

’battalions explanation of his master’s further sentiments upon 
the subject of it, he received the following answer 
from the Vakeel, being the substance of a long conversation, viz., that his 
master was all times ready to pay obedince to the commands of the Board and 
to afford every proof of his attachment of the Company and that the Raja had 
authorized him to declare his acquiescence in the requisition of a subsidy equal 
to the expense of three battalions of sepoys for the service of the war ; — 


The Vakeel contended much for fixing the sum of the subsidy at 3 lacks 
of rupees. The Governor told him it could not be less than five and received 
his consent in his master’s name, and in virtue of the authority which he derived 
from the Raja to the payment of that sum for one year, his authority extending 
no further. 


The Governor-General is of opinion that as the Raja’s consent has been 
expressed with such a limitation, and eluded in his written answers, the pay- 
ment of the subsidy ought not to he left subject tojthe eontingences which the 
course of a year may produce, hut immediately demanded. He computes 
that the amount of three battalions of sepoys on double batta, exclusive of 
tents, arms, and contingent charges, will amount to 4 lacks seventy-six thousand 
rupees (4,76,000). 

On these pounds he moves, that the subsidy to he paid by Raja Cheyt 
Sing for the maintenance of three battalions of sepoys during the course of 


NoTE.-“Those marked thus (*) are now in the port and may be bad for the service. Those not marked are ehips 
daily expected. ^ 
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the war be fixed at the annual sum of 6 lacks of Mucblidar rupees ; a nd that 
he be immediately required to pay that sum into the hands of the Eesident 
Mr. Thomas Graham. 


WAEREN HASTIIfGS. 


Mr. Francis. — I acquiesce, though in my own opinion it would answer as 
well to us, a ad be less distressing to the Eaja, if the subsidy were added 
in equal proportion to the monthly kists of the tribute. 

PHILIP FRANCIS. 


I agree. 

RICHARD BARWELL. 
EDWARD WHELBE. 


Prom Maharaja Cheyt Sing, received 30th Julv. 

I have been honoured by the receipt of your gracious letter, communicating 
the intelligence of a war having broke out between the Courts of Great Britain 
and France, and desiring me to take on myself a share of the burden of 
expense. My patron, I am the servant of the Sarcar, I will write you more 
fully hereafter. On all occasions I am hopeful of Your Highness's favour and 
support. 


Resolved that the following letter be written to Mr. Graham, and that notice of the 
Board’s resolution be given to the Persian Translator that a letter be accordingly prepared to 
be sent to Baja Chkyt Sing : — 

I’d Mr. Graham — 

Sir, —Thinking it necessary that Raja Cheyt Sing should be required to 
contribute his share to support the burthen of the present war with France, we 
resolved that three battalions of sepoys should be raised and maintained at his 
expense, and the Raja, in answer to a letter which the Governor-General 
wrote to him on the occasion, having by means of his Vakeel agreed to pay a 
subsidy of 6 lacks of Mucblidar rupees for one year, but not authorized his 
Vakeel to extend his acquiescence further, we deem it necessary, and have 
accordingly ordered, that the Raja shall immediately pay this sum into your 
hands, you will therefore receive the same from him and remit the amount 
of it to the Presidency. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, 

The 17th August 1778. J 


Translation of the paper delivered by Nannah Pcenbbsb, to Mons. de St. Lcbbin at taking 

leave. 

When the disturbance raised by Morajee is over, which will be ended 
shortly and without difficulty, I will call your troops from Europe and Join 
them with the Peshwa’s army, when by your assistance the business will be 
properly concluded, for which a Jaghire shall be granted you from the Sarcar 
of the said Peshwa. But now we must set about consulting ; the business will 
come into hand very soon ; we shall punish a nation, who have raised up an 
insolent head, and whose measure of injustice is now full. Some other Just men, 
too, who have given protection to the enemy, shall have their crime with its 
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puniskraeiit laid before them. The 15th Eabehsaniiy in the 19th year of the 
reign or the 13th May 1778. 

(True translate.) 

EBWD. RAVENSCROFT. 

Secretary, 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 24th August 1778. 

Monday. At a. Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Oovernor-Generah President. 
Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Whblbr, Esq., indisposed . 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 17th instant. 

Mr. Barwell retires. 

Qovernor-General. — As the Board have received all the material assist- 
ance from the advice of the Oommander-in-Ohief which could be required of him 
in the present situation of our affairs, I move that he be desired to proceed to 
Oawnpore to take the immediate command of the army stationed at that 
quarter, with instructions to visit the temporary brigade and to report to us his 
opinion respecting the further arrangements which may be necessary for the 
defence of the dominions of our ally, the Nabob of Oude. 

Mr. Prancis. — It is my opinion that at this juncture the presence of the 
Oommander-in-Ohief is indispensably necessary at the Presidency, and that his 
removal to so great a distance is unsafe. 

Governor- General. — It is and has been my invariable opinion that we 
are liable to no danger from the French in Bengal, but in the event of an 
alliance formed with the Marattas. Although I have proposed in the distribution 
of our forces such a portion of them to be stationed at or near the Presidency 
as shall be equal to a supposed invasion of the provinces by sea, yet as I am 
clearly convinced that our only danger lies in another quarter, I have therefore 
proposed that the Oommander-in-Ohief be required to repair where his presence 
will be most essentially necessary. I wish the opinions of the other members to 
be taken upon the subject. 

Mr. Francis. — I heartily wish it may appear by the event that the Gov- 
ernor’s opiaion of the designs of France is well founded. Admitting it to be so, 
I still think it does not affect the present question. On the same principles on 
which we prepare for the defence of Bengal against a possible invasion by sea, I 
should think we ought to avail ourselves of the services of the Commander-in- 
Ohief, for the conduct of that defence. It is not only the most interesting 
object to us, t)ut, if it be necessary at all, it must also be the most pressing. 
If it be the design of France not to invade Bengal, but in consequence of 
aUiances and preparations made on the other side of India, we have nothing to 
apprehend from. the effect of such operations but at a very distant time. 
They must land upon the Malabar Coast. They must take Bombay, and they 
must then proceed to Bengal either across India or by sea. A twelve month, 
I suppose, is the least possible time, in which such a series of measures can 
be carried into execution ; whereas if they mean to attack Bengal directly, 
they must come here in a few months. From this reasoning I conclude that 
the Oommander-in-Ohief’s services cannot be so necessary at present in any 
station as at the Presidency. 

The Governor-General. — We have made a provision for the defence of 
the dominions of the Nabob of Oude, our ally, equal to that which we have 
made for Bengal, but there are no ofidcers of authority, though of merit, to 
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direct the execution of them. It is not from the French themselves that I 
expect any present danger either in that quarter or in this, hut from the 
neighbouring powers whom our inattention may invite to disturb the peace of 
those provinces ; of this many symptoms appear in the letters from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wilding, and from other papers of intelligence which may be the fruit- 
of mere conjecture, but still we ought not to be lulled with security by a persu- 
asion that no attempts will be made against us. It is my belief that if the 
Commahder-in -Chief does not speedily repair thither, troubles will break out 
and most probably from that quarter we have supposed to be in alliance with 
the French. To these reasons I shall add, that our forces in the two remote 
stations are the least perfect in their discipline of any on the establishment, 
some scarcely formed, and the whole disunited. To form, to arrange, and 
distribute them will require the presence of the Commander- in- Chief. 


Ejta.-8. J. D'8. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee, from 2nd September to 

28th December 1778- 


Secret Dept., 

Monday. 

Port ’William, the 30th IsoTemher 1778. 

At a Council, peesent : 

The Hon’ele Waeeen Hastings, Governor- General, JPresident. 
Eichaed Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Peancis, Esq. 

Edwaed Whelbe, Esq. 


The proceedings of tlie 16 tli instant read and approved. 

Beceived the following letters from Mr. Lewis, Assistant to the Resident at Poona : — 

My last respects were dated the 27th ultimo. 

Having received information that the Darhar had received several letters 
from Pondicherry, I employed a person to procure me copies of them which 
he accordingly effected, but they being written in Persian, and I having no 
person here who can translate them, I am under the necessity of forwarding 
the Persian copies to you. 

Hurry Pundit having by partial payments in some shape satisfied the prin- 
cipal ofl&cers of his late Army, the Darbar, I hear, have determined on sending 
him again to oppose Hyder in the Carnatic. 

I am, &e., 

W. LEWIS. 


Tour gracious letter expressive of friendship, together with letters from 
Promtiie Chief of Pondicherry to Nana Pamavis and Hurry Pundit on the subject 
thePeshwa. ' of the quarrel with the English, and of aid and 

assistance of money, troops, &c., honored me by its arrival, and afforded me 
inexpressible pleasure. Accordingly, agreeable to your orders, I am prepared 
to exert myself in the manner you point out and to fulfill your pleasure. 

Ton will be fully informed of every particular from my letters to Nana 
Pamavis and Hurry Pundit. 

Tour friendly letter on the subject of a war with the English nation and 
From the ciiiof of Pondicherry to assistauce of money and troops 'to be afforded by , 
Nana Farnavis. Seremuut Sahib, and the establishment of a 

factory at Poona after the business of the English is brought to a conclusion, 
arrived together with a letter from Seremuut Sahib in a happy hour, and 
greatly honored me. 

Agreeably to what you write, in which you propose terms advantageous to 
me, which I delay to reply particularly to, till a fit opportunity, I proceed to 
such points as are immediately necessary. 

In the first place you write that the English are very unfaithful to their 
engagerdents, quarrelsome, and the fomenters of disturbances, and that the 
principal actor in these disturbances is Mostyn, the Vakeel of the Settlement of 
Bombay, who laid the foundation of the quarrel with the English ; you secondly 
write that they set up, and espoused the cause of Dada iiagonat Eow Jee, 
and neither have left nor do leave any act of malice unperformed ; that if 
1 wiU engage warmly in the business, you will shortly cause 20 lacks of 
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rupees to be granted me from Seremunt Sircar, and tbat when I come against 
Bombay, you will send 20 lacks of rupees and 10 ships filled with your sepoys 
to my assistance. 

Thanks to God, I have lately, agreeable to Seremunt’s orders, and your 
inclination, entered upon this business, and neglect no means of prosecuting the 
war, and every day produces the most furious attacks upon the English Army, 
who are come before Pondicherry. A smart cannonade is kept up on both sides 
of which the Hercarrahs of the Sircar are eye-witnesses, and that we have des- 
troyed three English grabs, and by the blessing of God shall destroy four ships 
which they have at anchor in deep water. It is necessary that you adhere 
faithfully to your treaty, and consider me arrived at Bombay the instant we 
have put an end to the contest here. 

I request that you will fully explain to Nana Parnavis what I have 

above written, and procure an immediate reply with 
Pond?4fri^ Hurry’puildit^conto^ the amount stipulated to be sent to _me, that I may 
ing the whole of the foregoiug with exert myself with the utmost vigor in this business, 
the following addition. having brought it to a happy conclusion, may 

repair thither. Let me constantly hear from you accounts of that quarter. 


Ex-Major-Gbnbeal Mxjnro, 6th October 1778, 

The 8th of August. The troops that had been encamped near Conjeveram, 
consisting of two battalions of Europeans, three company’s of artillery, and six 
battalions of sepoys, with sixteen six-pounders, encamped on the Bed Hills 
within 4 miles of Pondicherry, and were intended to prevent any succours being 
thrown into the fort. The rest of the troops that were to form the army con- 
sisting of the grenadiers from the European regiments, two battalions of sepoys 
from Tanjore and Trichinopoly, together with aU the grenadier companys 
from the Camatio Battalions not employed on this service, as also the grena- 
diers from the Ciroar battalions and the remaining companys of the corps of 
artillery, being in general at so great a distance, could not for some time join 
the camp before Pondicherry, the battering cannon, together with all sorts of 
stores, were still wanting, and were to be brought from Madras, Vellore, Tanjore 
and Trichinopoly. This together with bad roads occasioned by violent rains 
made it impossible for us to do anything for some days. By the 20th of 
August, the Carnatic battalions and the grenadiers being arrived in camp, 
together with some cannon and stores, it was determined to take possession of 
the Bound Hedge on the 21st, in the morning which was effected without loss. 
Bedoubts were raised to prevent the enemy from coming out of the bounds, 
and every preparation was made to open the trenches, as soon as the stores 
came to camp. On the 31st of August some cannon and stores being arrived, 
and the fort and its environs having been examined, it was resolved to carry on 
two attacks. The one to the northward against the north-west bastion, the 
other to the southward against the bastion called Dauphin ; a battery was began 
to be erected this night on the south-west to enfilade their works, to Contain 
four twenty-four pounders and some mortars. The enemy fired continually 
on this work, but on the 4th of September, the battery was completed ; on the 
6th of September more stores being arrived, we broke ground to the northward 
and in the night drew a parallel within six hundred yards of the town ; on the 
7th a enfilading battery was erected to the north-west containing four twelve- 
pounders ; on the 8th at night an approach was made from the Ariacopang Biver, 
on the south side, and carried within four hundred yards of the fort, where a 
parallel was formed; on the 11th at night a battery was began for ten 
twenty-four pounders to the southward, and on the 14th at night another for 
ten eighteen-pounders was began to the northward ; several mortars were also 
placed in both attacks, and on the morning of the 18th all the batterys opened. 
The fire from the fort was very heavy from all sides, but towards the evening 
our batterys had apparently the advantage and the enemy’s fire decreased 
greatly. The approaches both on the north and south attacks have been carried 
forward as quick as possible, and new batterys erected as the approaches 
advanced, to fire against the defences of the fort, and the state of our attacks 
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are this day as follows : On the southern attack we have extended our lodge- 
ments between the two ditches, and shall within twenty-four hours begin to 
carry a passage to the counterscarp of the inner ditch, which may reasonably 
be hoped to be accomplished in two days more ; the only object then will be the 
eSeeting the passage over the ditch, which will be pushed with the utmost 
expedition. With respect to the northern attack, we have carried on our 
approaches and formed a lodgement on the crest of the glacis, embracing the 
angle opposite to the bastion attacked, and batterys are erected to take oH the 
defences of those works that flank the said bastion. We have yet to extend 
our lodgement and then carry a descent into the ditch across the* covered way, 
which work and the filling up of the ditch will in all probability require a few 
days longer to effect than our woi’ks on the southern attack. When both 
these are completed, we have every reason to hope that the reduction of 
Pondicherry may soon follow : — 

A true copy, 

CHAELES OAKELVY, 

Secretary. 


Es-Majoe-Gbneral Munko, 25th October 1778. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs. — In my letter of the 16th October, I had the 
honor to inform you of our operations before Pondichery, together with a parti- 
cular situation of the attacks at that time. To this letter I beg leave to refer 
you, and shall now mention such circumstances as have happened from that 
time to the surrender of the place. 

The 7th and 8th October the works both on the north and south attacks 
were advanced ; the 9th a new approach was carried on to the northward, 
towards the salient angle of the ravelin near the bastion attacked. In the 
south attack, the gallery was much retarded by the violent rains which did 
damage to the trenches ; the 10th the works were continued ; the 11th the 
sap battery to the northward was so much damaged by rains and the enemy’s fire 
from St. Joseph’s bastion, that they were obliged to mask it ; the gallery to the 
southward was advanced very near the ditch. The 12th and 13th the batterys 
in the north attack were repaired and the gallery to the southward advanced 
to the ditch, but the violent rains so swelled the water in the ditch that it ran 
into the gallery with such force that it seemed likely to destroy it. On the 
14th, the bridge of boats that was intended to be used for the passage of the 
ditch on the south attack, being completed and a float being prepared for the 
same purpose to the northward, it was intended to assault the place about 
3 o’clock in the morning on the 16th. But about 11 in the forenoon the water 
forced itself into the gallery with such violence that it broke it down and 
damaged some of the boats. The face of the bastion attacked to the south- 
ward was entirely destroyed, and the face of the adjacent bastions almost as 
bad. The face of the north-west bastion was also in ruins. Major Stevens, the 
Chief Engineer, went immediately to give directions to repair the gallery, and 
on his return to the south-west enfilading battery he was unfortunately 
•wounded by a cannon ball and died that evening. In him society have lost 
an honest man, and the Company a most valuable and gallant soldier. Though 
the assault could not take place, yet an attack was made on the ravelin to 
the northward about 2 o’clock in the morning ; the ravelin was surprised, and 
the enemys party of 22 Europeans were mostly killed, wounded, or taken 
prisoners. Some sepoys escaped, as did some few Europeans. We spiked four 
cannon and four mortars, destroyed a good many arms, and a quantity of 
ammunition. The 16th, the gallery was repaired, and it was resolved to assault 
the place the next morning, and the necessary orders were to have been given to 
the tropps in the evening, but about eleven in the forenoon Monsieur Be Vellite, 
Aid-de-Oamp to Major-G-eneral BeUecombe, came with a flag o£ truce from 
the fort, with a letter to me which you will receive with this, as also several 
letters that passed between Monsieur BeUecombe and me on this occasion. 
The capitulation has already been delivered to you by Major Campbell. 
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In justice to the troops I hare the honor to commandj it is with pleasure 
I inform you that both oflicers and men paid the greatest attention to their 
duty during the siege, and on every occasion that offered, shewed a spirit and 
resolution that will always do them the greatest honor. I consider myself as 
infinitely obliged to Sir Edward Vernon and his Majesty’s squadron who during 
the whole siege have most cheerfully given every assistance and in particular 
when the assault was intended. Sir Edward landed his marines and 200 of 
his seamen to assist in the attack. Such stores as can he sent by sea have been 
put on board the Besshorough and Success Galley. The Besshorough is sailed 
and the Galley will go as soon as possible. The rest of the artillery will pro- 
ceed to Permacoil and from thence will move to Madras if the weather will 
permit. You have herewith returns of stores expended and cannon damaged 
during the siege, and Captain Manoury is to make out the indent you desire as 
quick as possible. Enclosed is a return of the killed and wounded which 
amounts in all to 916 including the officers. 

We have, &c. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 4th January to 28th 

June 1779. 


Secret Department, 

Monday. 

Port 'William, the 25tli January 1779. 

At a Council, peesent: 

The Hon’ble Waeeen Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Richaed Bakwell, Esq. 

Philip Eeanois, Esq. 

Edwaed Whelee, Esq, 


The Proceedings of the 11th instant read and approved. 

The Governor- General delivers in the following minute : — 

Goveenoe-Genbkal. — The intimation given hy Mr. Barwell of his inten- 
^ tion to return to England in the Public 

Department Consultation of the 11th in- 
stant has already given currency to an opinion of an impending change in the 
administration of these provinces, not only by the immediate consequences which 
his departure would produce in the influence of the present Council, but hy the 
conclusion drawn from it, that it proceeded from some foreknowledge of the 
new settlement of this Government, and that it was intended as an anticipation 
of it. I feel myself exceedingly alarmed for the effects of this belief on our 
public measures, and especially on one which is now at its crisis, and may 
receive its ultimate direction from such an impulse. Calcutta is unhappily be- 
come the resort of Agents, both public and secret, from many of the States, 
and even of some of the remotest of India. To these the nakedness of our 
constitution has been long exposed, and the facility with which the most im- 
portant transactions of the Council find their way to the public notice enables 
them to send early and constant advices, modified according to their respective 
views and interests, or dictated, as I believe, by a concealed influence, not only of 
aotual events as they occur, hut of every rumour of the day, to their several 
constituents. 


By such channels it will be soon known, both at Poona and at Hagpore, 
that the powers of this Government, which rest with a majority of voices in the 
small body composing it, are on the eve of devolving to two members, who have 
invariably opposed in every stage of its progress the plan which has been pub- 
licly adopted for the support of the Company’s interest on the western side of 
India, and who, it is universally believed, will seize the first means which are 
offered to them to defeat and annul it altogether. A Member of this Gpvern- 
ment entrusted with the guardianship of the Company’s interests, and of the 
honour of the British name in Ind% has not scrupled to propose that we should 
make an abject submission to the honorable possessors of the feeble Govern- 
ment of Poona, acknowledging our past faults with a promise of amendment, 
and humbly entreating their permission for the safe retreat of our army from 
Berar to its own confines. If I misconstrue Mr. Erancis’s words, let them speak 
for themselves, as they stand in the following extract of his Minute, dated the 
11th instant : — 

No choice is then left, hut to order Colonel Goddard to return as he went, 
I do not say that this measure will not lessen the opinion which the powers 
of India may hitherto have entertained of the Councils of this Government^ 
It may also hd thought in some degree disgraceful to our arms; but neither 
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is this of weight against other superior considerations, nor do I apprehend that, 
if no direct impression he made upon our army, its bare retreat will prove any- 
thing hut the extreme imprudence of those measures which have left us no 
other option. At the same time I think that proper letters should be written 
to the Peshwa to inform him of this alteration, to desire that the army may 
retire without molestation, and to assure him that we are sincerely disposed to 
come to a conciliation with him, and to adjust whatever differences may have 
unfortunately arisen between his Government and ours in an amicable manner 
and agreeably to the terms and principles of the Treaty of Poona.” 

What conduct may not be expected from such sentiments, and so avowed, 
if they are allowed the accession of power to give them opei'ation, not only in 
the instance which I have already mentioned, but in every other measure of 
Government, however necessary or salutary, which has been proposed by me or 
Mr. Parwell. This it shall be my care as it is my duty to obviate by every means 
within the slender compass of my ability. I do therefore conjure Mr. Barwell 
both by that zeal which he has hitherto so steadily manifested for the interests 
of our common masters, and even by the ties of a friendship cemented by a 
participation of the same labour and sufferings for the public service, that he 
will not permit the measures in which he has a common and equal responsibi- 
lity with myself, to be exposed to the triumph of a party, but that he will both 
continue to afford the support of his presence and abilities to the present Gov- 
ernment, while it yet exists, and that he will suffer me to exact from him a 
declaration to that purpose, not only for my own satisfaction, but for that of 
every man who has the Company’s interests or the prosperity of this settlement, 
or the credit of his country, at heart, and who, I presume to say, expects this 
sacrifice from him. A few months will either release him from the effects of 
it or bind him by fresh obligations, and such as may engage his voluntary sub- 
mission to remain ; for left as this Government has been for the last four years 
to a state of suspense and indecision, it is not possible for it to continue so 
beyond the terms of its legal existence, which must cease of course even without 
the hand of power to annihilate it in the month of October, and it is not pro- 
bable that we shah, be much longer ignorant of that which must of absolute 
necessity be substituted in its place. If I may trust to the intelligence which 
I have received from England so late as the 10th of J une, private indeed, but 
derived from what I deem the best authority, no alterations will take place at 
that period which will affect either Mr. Barwell or myself. 

Mb. Babweiij. — I am concerned that I should have given occasion for 
the minute this instant presented; The declaration of my intention to depart, 
I thought, had been sufficiently guarded to obviate any consequences that 
might affect the influence of the existing Government. I do not mean by the 
declaration I have already made to decline my aid in the support of the 
Governor- General's administration so long as it shall continue. I have hitherto 
yielded it with cheerfulness, and do not propose, whatever wish my health may 
make me entertain of going to Europe, to decline sharing with him in the res- 
ponsibility of his measures so far as I have engaged in them, and consequently 
supporting him under every discouraging circumstance that may stand in 
opposition to my duty. I do not think myself at liberty to follow my own 
wishes, and every private consideration must yield, should the public service 
require it. The reasons that are assigned for it by the Governor- General require 
me absolutely to retract the intention. I have declared I admit the force of 
them, and with pleasure declare my determination to support his Government 
as long as the public measures of it shall require me. 

Govebnob-GenjbbaI). — I beg leave to record my thanks to Mr. Barwell 
for his ready and honorable acquiescence in my request. It adds to the many 
obligations which I already owe him for his past support, hut cannot heighten 
the sense of gratitude which I already entertain for him. • 

Mb. Ebanois. — I, shall leave it to the Court of Directors, who will have 
the whole of my argument before them, to determine whether the pakage 
quoted from, it by the Governor-General will fairly bear the construction he 
has been pleased to give it. Passionate and contemptuous terms, unaecom- 
panied with argument, will prove nothing against the prudence of that opinion, 
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■which I submitted to the Board with an express declaration of my readiness to 
correct or alter it, if just and solid reasons were suggested to me for doing so. 
The Governor-General gives no reasons, nor does he propose anything, yet, I 
presume, it is meant that Colonel Goddard is to be left much longer without 
instructions. It happens singularly that the advice which I have presumed 
to give on this occasion concurs with an opinion which I should have thought 
would have had some weight with the Governor, — I mean that of Moodaji 
Boosla. His former letters, which I have already referred to, were sufidciently 
explicit ; but even in one received within these few days, and written after he 
had seen and conversed with the person whom Colonel Goddard had deputed 
to him, and after he was perfectly apprized of the intended plan of alliance, 
his advice still is to come to a conciliation with the Peishwa. He says : “ I do not 
myself think it by any means prudent, at present, to enter on this business, that 
it is improper precipitately to plunge into undertakings of such a nature, and 
that precipitation is not at present by any means advisable.” These sentiments 
of Moodaji Boosla, I apprehend, could not be influenced either by Mr. Barwell’s 
late declaration, or by the opinion expressed in my minute of the 11th instant. 
They appear to have been invariably his own ever since he had any knowledge 
of the Governor-General’s views. In such a situation it avails but little to say 
that any particular opinion of a member of this Government is dangerous, 
impolitic or disgraceful. Moodaji Boosla refuses to act. Can that fact possibly 
be denied ? Yet the Governor- General proposes nothing. I see we differ 
very much in our ideas of national honor. I have no idea of national honor 
independent of justice. The projects of ambition are usually dangerous, if 
they are nothing but the projects of ambition, they are, in my judgment, always 
dishonorable. To revert to that pacific system which the Company have uni- 
formly prescribed to us, to endeavour to conciliate the friendship which we 
have unjustly or unwisely departed from, and to return, if it be possible, to the 
terms of a treaty which we ourselves have wantonly violated, — are not acts that 
will ever, as I think, and as I feel, bring dishonor on the British name. lam 
sure they are the best means of preserving our strength and our real influence 
in India, and I have no doubt that they will meet with the highest approbation 
from home. As long as I am trusted with any share in the office of guardian 
of the British interests and honor in this country, these shall be the principles 
on which I will invariably act. 

For what purpose Mr. Barwell made his late declaration, or for what pur- 
pose it is now retracted, is to me a question of the most profound indiffierenee. 
I believe it to be equally immaterial to the support of the influence and autho- 
rity of the present majority of this Board. In the language of Moodaji Boosla, 
the arroio is shot and cannot he recalled. Since the Governor-General has been 
pleased to mention his private intelligence, and the security it gives him, I shall 
beg leave to assure him that I also have private intelligence (which perhaps 
may be no better founded than his, but on which I, for my own part, place some 
dependence) that a total change in the ruling power of this Government was 
determined when Sir Eyre Coote left England, and I have no doubt that Sir 
Eyre Coote will give us some very satisfactory information on this point ; but, 
whether he does or not, his presence alone must, in the highest degree, affect 
that very object which Mr. Barwell’s present declaration professes to have in 
view. 

Govebnor-Genebal. — The respect which I bear for the character of Sir 
Eyre Coote would have prevented me from introducing his name on the present 
occasion, had I thought it any way concerned in it, and restrains me from 
answering the assurances implied in the conclusion of Mr. Francis’s minute 
respecting him ; for the rest I mean not to enter into a debate with Mr. Francis. 
I had' a different object, yet I think it necessary to say that I know of no expres- 
sions of mine which merit the epithets of passionate or contemptuous, neither 
did I mean, or do I now think it necessary, to answer his minute of the 11th 
instant with argument. I did not understand it to contain any serious proposi- 
tion. It may be irony, it may be sarcasm, it may be invective, but I believe 
that no one who reads it will understand it to aim at any other object, and it 
was for that reason I have said that I thought it neither necessary nor proper 
to reply to it. 
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Me. !Fea.ncis. — I hope and believe the Governor-General did not mean to 
apply the terms I allude to personally to me, nor did I object to them on that 
presumption. 

Secret Department, 

Tuesday. 

Tort William, the 23rd March 1779. 

. At a Council, peesent : 

The Hon’ble Wa^een Hastings, Governor- General, ^President. 

Richaed Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Peancis, Esq. 

Me. Wejeleb, indisposed. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of yesterday. 

Prom Nabob H-roEa Ali Cavth, to the Governor-General. 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter, the contents of which I 
u nderstand. 

I see what you write concerning your intentions against the Trench Tactory 
of Mah4. In my country there are factories belonging to the English, Dutch, 
Portuguese, Danes and Trench, and besides them, there are many merchants 
here who are considered as my subjects ; if any one entertains designs against 
those traders, I will, without doubt, take the best and most considerate method 
to give them assistance. If you are not already acquainted with this, you may 
inform yourselves of those who have been long Members of your Council. 

What shall I say more ? 


Secret Department, 

Thursday. 

Tort William, the 13th May 1779. 

At a Council, peesent: 

The Hon’ble Wabeen Hastings, Governor-General, President, 
Eichaed Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Teancis, Esq. 

Me. Whexbe, alseni at Pencool for the benefit of his health. 

SiE Etee Coote, E.B., absent, forming military arrangements. 


Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 6th instant. 

Received the following letter from Tort St. George : — 

Hon’blb Sie and Sies, — In our despatch of the 12th March we had the 

Port St. George. 23rd ApriL ^ COPy ^f a letter 

"we had received from Hyder Ah relative 
to an expedition against Mah4, and in a former dispatch we communicate to 
you the purport of a message which had been delivered to us through his 
Yakeel on the same subject. 


We have now the honor of transmitting to you a copy of another letter 
received from him written in the same style, and conveying the same hostile 
intentions that are expressed in his former letter and message; we also enclose 
ia copy of the answer we have written to Hyder Ali on this occasion, which WQ 
hope will appear to you suitable and proper. 

I _ Trom what has passed, we can entertain hut little doubt of HydePs deter- 
mination to break with the Company, and we are of opinion that not a moment 
should be lost in concerthig the necessary measures for acting in that event 
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with such a degree of vigour as may he likely to bring the war to a speedy con- 
elusion, which we think may be effected without rendering the possessions of 
the Company too defenceless to oppose any probable attempt that may be made 
on them by the Trench. 

Tor this purpose it appears to us expedient that the three Presidencies 
should unite their forces in proportion to the ability of each, and that a power- 
ful attack should be made from the Malabar Coast upon Hyder’s two capital 
fortresses of Seringapatam and Bangalore, the reduction of which would probably 
put an end to the war. The force under the command of Colonel Goddard 
with a proportion of the Bombay troops and the heavy artillery and stores 
necessary for this undertaking might penetrate to Hyder’s capital on the 
Malabar side, while a light army of our troops might proceed from this coast 
through the passes, and join them if necessary or amuse Hyder in such 
manner as to leave them at liberty to prosecute their operations against his 
principal ports. 

These are chiefly our ideas of the mode in which the war ought to bo 
carried on to advantage ; it will depend in great measure upon your endeavours 
to give proper effect to this or any other plan which it may be thought neces- 
sary to adopt on this occasion, not only as the united efforts of the three 
Presidencies will be necessary in the execution of it, but as the resources of 
the war must come chiefly if not entirely from the Bengal Treasury. 

We have just received from Colonel Braithwaite the articles of capitu- 
lation for the surrender of Mahd, and enclose a copy for your information. 
Colonel Braithwaite keeps with him a company of Grenadier Europeans, a 
complete battalion of sepoys from Grenadier companies of sepoys, and a com- 
pany of artillery to take care of the conquest, until the fortifications bo 
destroyed ; the remainder of our troops he has returned to this coast. 

Since writing the foregoing, we have intelligence from the Nabob that 
Hyder has made a conquest of the Cuddapah country and taken the Phonsdar 
prisoner; that ho is proceeding to subdue the Phonsdar of Caunoal and that he 
means also to make a conquest of the territories of Bazalet Jung, of which last 
measure the Vakeel of Bazalet Jung has in the name of the master expressed the 
strongest apprehensions ; that he has also written threatening letters to the 
Zemindars of Veneatargary and Callatry, who are tributary to him, in conse- 
quence of our late negotiations with Bazalet Jung. We have resolved to send 
immediately for the protection of his country three battalions of sepoys, a 
company of artillery and six field-pieces. Hyder’s proceedings in that quarter 
have added greatly to his power and given him a much more easy access to the 
Carnatic than he had before. 

Considering all these circumstances, we are of opinion that immediate 
measures should be taken to compel Hyder to retreat back within his former 
limits, or if necessary to reduce him totally ; for we have every reason to believe 
from the language he holds and from the nature of his proceedings, that he will 
very shortly draw us into hostilities, in which case it will be highly expedient 
that we should be prepared to act decisively, and we request you will favor us 
with your sentiments and determination on this letter as soon as possible. 

We have the honor to be, &c., &o., 

Tout St. George, ■) THOMAS BHMBOLD, &o., COUNCIL, 

The 22Hd April 1779. J 


From Emm Ali Cawn, to the Governor, dated 13th Suffer or 19th March 1779, received 

7th April 1779. 


The gentlemen of your Council have no doubt given you an account of the 
T ti. r, J.OJ. n x formor war and the treaties agreed to on 

.(Enclosure m the letter ftom Fort St, George.) i a x- i ,1 

^ both sides. As the frontiers of both our 
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countries join, it is proper, in case of a peace or good understanding between 
us, that there should be no encroachment or violence used on either side, yet your 
kelladars and talookdars, not conducting themselves as was fit, have raised 
troubles and behaved like thieves in the country on tbis side my frontier. In 
order to put a stop to these malpractices I wrote at different times to my vakeel 
to represent tbis to Surajab-al-Dowlab (the Nabob) and to you and the Council, 
which my vakeel accordingly did, and made you acquainted with it, but 
nothing has yet been done, and the outrages committed by your people still 
continue, the cattle belonging to the inhabitants of my country are carried 
away, and many villages have suffered by those depredations. 

Out of consideration for my friendship for the King of England and the 
gentlemen of the Council I took no steps to retaliate the injury. Now you have 
set on foot an expedition against Mahe. There and many factories in my country 
belonging to the Dutch, English, French, Portuguese, and Danes who trade in 
my country on the footing of subjects. None of those possess forts or countries 
which should give cause to any other to attack them, and if any one should 
attack them, it will be proper for me to give assistance to those whom I 
consider my subjects. You and the gentlemen of Council are acquainted with 
this and at any rate vrill act as you think proper. 

What shall I say more ? 


Eort William, the 24th May 1779. 

At a. Council, present: 

The Hon’ble Wa.eren Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 
Biohard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Erancis, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Ooote, K.B. 

Mr. Wheler, absent at JBencool for the benefit of his health. 


The Proceedings of the 13th instant read and approved. 

The Governor-General delivers in the following Minute : — 

The Governor-General. — Judging from some intimations which have 
been casually made at the Board in conversation upon the despatches lately 
received from the Select Committee of Bombay that our sentiments without a 
previous and liberal communication of them might differ, not so much in the 
judgment which we might severally pass on the occurrences themselves, or on the 
conduct of the persons by whose agency they wei’e produced, as in the choice 
of the subjects which should form the substance of our reply to their letter, 
I have thought it proper, and hope I shall perform by it an acceptable service 
to the Board, to enumerate and distinguish the several points which are presented 
to our notice in the voluminous papers composing these despatches, and which 
appear to require either the instructions or animadversions of the Board upon 
them. 

As my design in this undertaking is to shorten the labour of the Board, 
and to obviate the difference of opinion on an occasion which seems to me 
to demand the united and most respectable application of the power of this 
Government, I hope that it will be received with candour, or at least that it 
may escape controversy. If either in the state of facts or deductions from them, 
or in the opinion which I may deliver of the conduct to be observed by this 
Government in relation to them, I may not obtain the concurrence of every 
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other member of the Board, I repeat that I do not mean to offer propositions 
for their determination hut subjects for their selection. 

To these I shall proceed and arrange them in their order of time — 

1st. — The plan formed by the Select Committee of Bombay on the 21st 
of July 1778, in concert with Moraba Burnesse, Buehala 
Proonder, and Tuckrojee Holcar for the restoration of Bago- 
naut Bow to the chief administration of the Maratha State. 

2nd. — The second plan formed on the 12th of October 1778, and engage 
ments concluded with Bagonaut Bow alone for his restoration 

3rd. — The institution of the Poona Committee. 

4th. — The conduct of the Poona Committee. 

5 th. — The conduct of Mr. Camac. 

6th. — The conduct of Colonel Gerton. 

7th. — The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburry. 

8th. — The specific charge preferred against Colonel Egerton and Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Cockburn and the reference of the same to the 
Governor- General and Council. 

9lh. — The march of the army from Pan well to Candola. 

The descent of the army from Candola. 

11th . — The retreat from Tulligaunj. 

I2th . — The surrender of Bagonaut Bow. 

13th . — The secret stipulation with Madajee Scindia. 

14th. — The resolution of the Select Committee to disavow both. 

15th . — The suspension of Colonel Egerton and Lieutenant-Colonel Cock- 
burn. 

16th . — Tlie promotion of Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley and the other pro- 
motions and supersessions. General rules for promotion pub- 
lished in the General Orders of the 1st February 1779 and re- 
monstrances of the superseded officers. 

17th . — 'Planof nogociations proposed by Mr. Hornby on the 19th February 
1779 and agreed to by the Select Committee! 

18th . — Plan of operations proposed by Mr. Hornby on the 30th March. 

19th . — Hcoommendation of Colonel Goddard. 

20th . — It will be a question whether any and what supplies of money 
shall be sent to the Presidency of Bombay and to Colonel 
Goddard ? 

21st.-^A.iaA. lastly what instructions shall be sent to both for their future 
conduct, whether dependent or independent of the foregoing 
subjects. 

If in this catalogue I have omitted any matter of consequence offered to 
our dehberation in the papers now before us, the recollection of the other mem- 
bers of the Board will supply the deficiency : this will at least be sufficient to 
show how extensive, various, and complicated a duty is imposed on us by these 
despatches, if we must of necessity enter on the consideration of all the transac- 
tions and events which are related in them, if we must pass judgment on every 
instance of personal conduct either directly or indirectly brought by them to 
our notice, and if we are to prescribe rules for their conduct on every distinct 
subject Tinder every variation of circumstances which may eventually attend it. 

If the Board shall judge it incumbent on them to enter into so laborious a 
discussion, I shall submit, though reluctantly, to bear my part in it, reluctantly 
because it will occupy more of our time than we can spare from the more 
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substantial objects, and because I foresee that it will lead to altercation amongst 
ourselves, it being impossible that we who have but begun to agree in opinion 
on our public measures should all become of one mind on twenty-two distinct 
and interesting propositions, and because it would be unavailing and incon- 
clusive. 

To censure or to commend is all that we can do, except in one single in- 
stance, for our censure cannot impress restraint nor our commendations avert 
the effects of past misfortunes or preclude the judgment which awaits the 
instruments of them from higher authority. Our effectual authority is 
limited to political engagements and military operations undertaken without 
our previous license. The treaty or convention, or whatever name it may bear, 
which was concluded at Wargaun certainly falls within this description, and it 
is in our power if we please to punish the authors of it by a temporary suspen- 
tion, but is it necessary ? An act so fatal to the interests of the Company and 
so disgraceful to the reputation of the British nation cannot fail to excite the 
most rigid scrutiny into the conduct of every one concerned in it, and the causes 
which produced it, by those who have the power both to judge and to punish, 
which perhaps in this case we have not in effect. 

The charge preferred by Mr. Hornby against Colonel Egerton and Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Oockburn and referred expressly to us for our judgment upon itj 
is but a small portion of a long series of great apparent misconduct, every part 
of which has an equal claim and many greater to our consideration of them. 
There was no need of this reference to us nor are we competent to receive it. 
The charge might have been tried by a Court Martial, and, if the President and 
Select Committee had deemed it necessary for any cause not so properly cog- 
nizable by a Court Martial, or capable of proof before it, or for any other reason, 
to remove Colonel Egerton and Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn from their mili- 
tary command, or from the service, they might have removed them and ought 
to have done it in such a case, without any form of trial, by the powders vested 
in them by the Company. It does not consist wdth the dignity of this 
Government to assume a jurisdiction which it cannot legally exercise nor 
effectually, without the consent of those who possessing ample powers them, 
selves have desired to consign them to us, whether because they doubted the 
equity of their own conduct or dreaded the responsibility annexed to it, and 
therefore sought to lighten the weight of it by sharing it with us, for I cannot 
conjecture any other probable motive for so extraordinary an appeal. 

If in the above reflections I have expressed the sentiments of the other 
members of this Bnard, nothing remains for our consideration but the question 
of what shall be done, and the review of the past events so far only as they 
relate to it. 

"We have already disavowed the convention of Wargaum. Would to God 
that we could as easily efface the infamy which our national character has 
sustained by the concession inserted in it, as we can justify on the strictest 
principles of honor, justice, and public faith our refusal to ratify the substantial 
parts of it. 

The separate agreement made with Madajee Scindia stands on very differ" 
ent ground. It was not a concession extorted by the Maratha Government 
against its conviction of legal sufficiency in those who yielded it, but it was the 
price at which they purchased the safety of the army, and was so absolutely 
their own spontaneous act, that it appears, that the Ministers of Madajee Scindia 
were even corrupted to influence his acceptance of it. It is true that they had 
no authority to make such a compromise, and we may therefore refuse to ratify 
it^ in strict conformity to the letter of our own law; but I doubt whethgr this 
will avail us in the opinion of the world, or we can reconcile it to the obli- 
gations of justice and honor which were thus pledged for the retribution of 
the most signal (though humiliating) act of kindness that a nation could 
receive frona the bounty of an individual, unless we can be allowed the rule of 
Asiatic policy in doing to all "men what we know they would, under similar 
circumstances, do unto us. 

I am compelled therefore in conscience and duty, to declare that, unless 
Madajee Scindia shall have forfeited his right by any subsequent act, he is en- 
titled to the performance of his engagement and we ought to ratify it. 
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Except this be made' an addition to the instructions already given to Colo- 
nel Goddard, (and I must own that I do not think that it will contribute to tlieir 
success but the contrary), I know of no other point of immediate negociation or 
action that can be prescribed either to him or the Select Committee of Bombay, 
until that commission shall have been concluded either by a definitive treaty 
of peace or by a decided war. 

This is not the proper time to determine on the measures which may be 
necessary in the case first supposed. If the Maratha rulers shall finally reject 
our offers of peace, we must endeavour to make the most of a state of war ; and 
for that purpose I cannot recommend a better plan of operations than that 
which is contained in Mr. Hornby’s minute of the 30th March. It appears easily 
practicable by the force we possess ; it will yield us, if successful, the very 
lands which were the objects of our late engagements, and distress them in the 
means of supporting the war by the loss of so considerable a portion of their 
revenue at the same time that it will increase our own. 

Whether these or whatever others may be the grounds of our present 
resolutions, I hope, the Board will see with me, the propriety of conveying 
them in such a form and temper as may give encouragement and confidence to 
the Presidency of Bombay instead of adding to their depression. They are the 
immediate guardians of the Company’s property on that side of India, and it 
is by their agency we must defend and support the general rights of the Com- 
pany and the honor of the British nation, unhappily involved, as they appear 
to be, in the consequences of their past miscarriages. In an emergency so 
critical and important we have (as I conceive) but this alternative, either to 
transfer the power (if we can do it) into fitter hands, or to render it as complete 
and as efficacious as it can be made in theirs. To mark our want of confidence 
in them by any public act would weaken theirs in us ; to load them with harsh 
and unoperating reproaches would indispose them to our authority at the 
same time that it absolve them from its efl’ect ; and to blind their deliberations 
by absolute and undiscretional orders might eventually disable them from 
availing themselves of any fortuitous advantages which the confusion of the 
Maratha Government is more likely to offer them than any plan which we 
could prescribe to them, or which they could form on the letter of our instruc- 
tions, — in a word, such a conduct, by inflaming the passions of men whom we 
ar(i not to regard as exempt from the common infirmities of humanity, would 
prove the surest means of converting the powers which were still left in their 
hands into the instruments of opposition and even of the defeat of the very 
measures which require their agency, and cannot be accomplished without it. 
Let us rather excite them to exert themselves for the retrieval of their past mis- 
fortunes, and arm them with the means adequate to that end, restricting their 
powers where the objects are determinate, and permitting a more liberal extension 
of them in cases which are too variable and uncertain for positive injunctions. 
Their admission of Colonel Goddard to a deliberative seat at their Board, and 
the request which they have made to us to allow of his being appointed 
to the chief command, if it should be vacant, of their military establishment, 
which would give him an effective voice in their Select Committee, present to 
us an occasion of adopting the principle which I have recommended with the 
most ample caution for the safe application of it. I hope and persuade myself 
that we have all the same opinion of Colonel Goddard’s merits. I for my own 
part have a pleasure and will add a pride in declaring that though I have often 
traced back his conduct in my reflections to the period on which he first obtained 
the command of the expedition, I have not been able to detect one error com- 
mitted by him, or advantage neglected, either in his military conduct, or in the 
line of his political negociations. His command has Been alike distinguished 
by the spirit of enterprize and activity, — qualities which he was universally ac- 
knowledged to possess, — ^by prudence and circumspection, by a conciliatory 
teinper, a friendly demeanor to the inhabitants of the various coimtries through 
which he had to pass, and a strict attention to the good order of his troops under 
his command ; by a happy and a ready decision in the choice of expedients and 
an implicit obedience to the orders under which he acted, of which the proceedings 
of Select Committee afford not the least remarkable instances. By acquiescing 
in the Presidency of Bombay and by blending the powers already vested in him 
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■with those of the Select Committee, we shall add vigour to their resolutions and 
a security against their effects, at least so far as our confidence in him may be 
justly placed. 

The following draft of an answer to the Presidency of Bombay has been 
framed on the principles recorded in this minute, and are submitted in the form 
of a finished letter rather for the means of dispatch than in the presumption 
of its proving exactly conformable to the opinion of the Board on every subject 
which it contains or which it may be judged advisable to comprise in it. I have 
not yet drawn up any letter to Colonel Goddard, as that will depend on what is 
written to Bombay. 

To the President and Select Committee of Bombay. 

We have received your letter of the 4th of April with its enclosures by 
the bands of Mr. Horsley. 

We do not think it necessary to enter on the review of your proceedings 
but shall confine our present enquiries to the choice of such means as may best 
conduce to retrieve their unhappy consequences, leaving the past to the scrutiny 
of higher and more effectual authority. 

We must desire to decline the reference which you have made to us of 
the charge preferred by your President against Colonel Egerton and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cockburn, as a point, on which we have no jurisdiction, and which is 
cognizable only by your authority either with the powers immediately vested 
in your body by the Court of Directors, or through the regular trial of a court 
martial. 

Having already given full powers to Colonel Goddard to negotiate and con- 
clude a treaty of peace with the Maratha Government, and having no cause to 
alter the terms which we have prescribed in our instructions for that purpose, 
we have only to repeat that we look to the issue of that commission as our 
primary object, and the termination of all our political views on your side 
of India if it shall prove successful. 

But if the Ministers shall reject the proposals which we have ordered to 
be made to them, and shall reduce us to the necessity of defending the rights 
and interests of the Company by an open war, we cannot prescribe a better plan 
of operations than that which is laid down by your President in his Minute of 
the 30th March, which in such case we authorise you to carry literally into 
execution, and even to qualify it by such variations' as shall not subvert the 
general design of it, which we understand to be the reduction of such countries 
as lie along the sea-coast forming a line of territory with our present possession 
on the continent, and defensible against the incursions of cavalry, and we further 
authorize and empower you, with the reservation hereafter mentioned, to enter 
into any treaty or engagement with the Chief of Guikwar family or others for 
the above purpose, and on the grounds described on the aforesaid plan, observing 
the following cautions, to which we require your strictest attention. That your 
engagements shall be offensive only for the objects of your immediate operations 
and in all other respects purely defensive. That your engagements with the 
Guikwar family shall be with the head of it and with him exclusively. That 
you shall not assume a mediation between the brothers, or take any part what- 
ever in their domestic disputes, further than to support the party in alliance 
with the Company and his possessions against foreign invasion, and that you do 
not commit the dignity of the Company, or pledge the national faith, in formal 
treaties with persons of a rank or power unsuitable to such a distinction. 

"We are sensible of the attention which you have shewn to’ our views with 
ttie Government of Berar in joining the overtures lately made to Madajee 
Boosla by Colonel Goddard, and in your resolution to avoid whatever might 
agam mterfere with this negooiation. W e confess we at this time entertain 
httle hope of his concurring with our designs. He will wait for proofs of our 
superiority before he will hazard the consequences of a decided connection with 
offer made to him, 'While he is under the influence of such a policy, 
will but serve "to increase his reserve, as he will naturally construe it to proceed 
from the conscioumess of our inability to support ourselves without a foreign 
assistance ; and this is an additional motive for our preferring a scheme of 
military operations practicable by our own force and unencumbered with the 

6S2 F. D. 

674 



11 


weiglit of a timid ally. If, notwithstanding, Madajee Boosla shall haye answered 
the letters which have iDeen written to him by a declaration of an willingness 
to accept the preferred alliance, we shall leave it to be concluded under the 
instructions already given in charge to Colonel Goddard. If, on the contrary, 
as we expect, be shall directly refuse or hesitate or make new references to us, 
we have in such case directed Colonel Goddard to break off the negociation nor 
to resume it, but on advances made to him by the Government of Berar, nor 
then, unless it shall he strictly compatible with the state of our other connections 
then subsisting, and with your participation in the manner which we shall pre- 
scribe hereafter. 

Although we think ourselves strictly justifiable in refusing to ratify even 
the smallest tittle of the treaty or convention of Wargaum; yet from a fair 
review of your proceedings we are compelled to regard the separate agreement 
made with Madajee Scindia in a very different light. It was not a concession 
extorted by the Maratha Government against its conviction of legal sufficiency 
in those who yielded it, but it was the price at which they purchased the safety 
of the army, and was so absolutely their own spontaneous act, that it appears 
that the Ministers of Madajee Scindia were even corrupted to influence his accept- 
ance of it. It is true that they had no authority to make such a compromise, and 
we may therefore refuse to ratify it in strict conformity to the letter of our own 
law ; hut we doubt whether this will avail us in the opinion of the world, nor can 
we reconcile it to the obligations of justice and honor which were thus pledged 
for the retribution of the most signal (though humiliating) act of kindness that 
a nation could have received from the bounty of an individual. We must 
therefore declare that unless Madajee Scindia shall have forfeited his right by 
any subsequent act, he is entitled to the performance of this engagement, and 
we ought to ratify it. 

We hope he may be prevailed upon to depart from the letter of this stipu- 
lation and to acseept of what he may deem an equivalent for it, and we authorise 
you to treat with him for such a compromise, declaring on our behalf that we 
disavow the authority of Mr. Oarnac and Colonel Egerton to execute the engage- 
ment with him which was executed by them, but that in consideration of the 
signal service afforded us by his mediation and influence, at the time in which it 
was made and made (as we understand) the pledged condition of that service, 
we deem it in this construction equal to a formal obligation, and therefore em- 
power you to treat with him for the accomplishment of it, in such a manner as 
shall prove satisfactory to him and more consistent with our national credit 
than the literal performance of it ; but if he shall insist on the literal perform- 
ance of it, and he shall not have forfeited his right to it by the renewal of hosti- 
lities against us, or by any breach of engagement, if any such exists between us, 
we see no alternative. It must be fulfilled. 

Although the conduct of Madajee Scindia may not seem to confirm your 
opinion of his disposition towards us, or rather of the political necessity which 
seems to incline him to ensure our future alliance, yet we think the arguments 
which you have assigned for this belief so well-grounded, and it agrees so well 
with the knowledge which we ourselves possess of his state, views, and talents, 
that we entirely adopt it ; nor do we find it difiioult to reconcile the demands 
made on us, under his influence, by the Ministers, and immediately by him, for 
the performance of the conditions of the convention of Wargaum with that 
disposition, or with the obvious system of policy which his present interest 
demands. 

We suppose it probable that he will avoid any direct engagement with us 
till the urgency of his affairs shall require it, or until be can gain the advantage 
of the negotiation by waiting for the first advances to be made on your part. 
If, from the opportunities which you have of a nearer and more intimate know- 
ledge of his personal character and necessities, you shall judge this conclu- 
sion to be well grounded, it will be advisable to treat him with the same 
temponzing and indeterminate conduct, and ;^ursuin'g the plan of military 
operations which we have recommended, to wait for the offer of his alliance 
rather than solicit it. In proposing this as a general caution, we authorise you 
to enter into such engagements with him as shall not he contrary to any before 
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concluded, and -whicla you shall judge most advisable, making your future 
security, peace, and an adequate revenue, your chief and indispensable objects 
and the grounds of your engagement with him. 

To sum up what we have written, our first desire is to obtain peace on the 
terms proposed by our instructions to Colonel Goddard of the 15th April; and 
it is only in the event of the failure of this design, that we have formed the 
subsequent instructions, or will allow of their operation. 

In these the plan of military operations recommended by your President is 
to have the first place with its dependent engagements with the Guikwars. 
The next in order is the negociation with Madajee Boosla, and the last the pro- 
posed engagement with Madajee Soindia. 

The execution of the projected treaty of peace with the Poona Ministry 
we leave to the sole charge of Colonel Goddard, according to the instructions 
which we have already given him. 

The negotiation and treaty of alliance with Madajee Boosla we also leave to 
the sole management of Colonel Goddard, on the authority of his instructions of 
the 16th November, until the period of their suspension by the refusal or 
such hesitation of Madajee Boosla as he shall deem sufficient to warrant his 
declaring the negotiation suspended. But in the future renewal of the negotia- 
tion and in all other negotiations, treaties and plans of military operations, it is 
our wish so to blend the powers of your Government with our own in the direc- 
tion of them, and in every formal or occasional instruments which they may 
require for their ratification, as to preserve the credit and distinct responsibility 
of both, and to make both the pledges for the faithful observance of them. Por 
this purpose we need not recommend that Colonel Goddard be consulted, when 
his presence or the nature of the subjects will admit of it, on all measures which 
have a relation to our present instructions. As you have already been pleased lo 
allow him a deliberative voice in your Councils, and we are happy to find that 
you are so well satisfied with his conduct and his ready disposition to assist in 
the execution of your designs as to leave us little occasion to lay down a clearer 
line for the employment of the forces under his command than that which we 
have already described. 

We have directed Colonel Goddard to execute whatever service you shall 
think it proper to require which shall not be contrary to our instructions or to 
any existing engagements — a caution which we hope will be unnecessary, but 
with which we do not consider ourselves at liberty to dispense, while tlie 
principal responsibility rests on xxs ; and we must require that for the formal rei)re- 
Sentation of his Government in any treaties or other engagements which you 
shall form in virtue of these instructions. Colonel Goddard do affix his signatui'e 
thereto,, without which we shall not allow them to be complete or valid. 

. ^ We very readily and cheerfully acquiesce in the desire which you express 

to invest Colonel Goddard with the chief command of your military establish- 
ment whenever that office shall be vacant, reserving to ourselves the right of 
recalling him to our service in the event of any appointment from home, by 
which he may be superseded in the chief command, and your intentions in 
conferring it upon him be thereby defeated. As he will by such a destination 
become a regular member of your Government according to the instructions of 
the Company and have an effective voice in your Councils, we do not consider 
it necessary that he should in that capacity be invested with a greater author- 
ity than any other member of your Select Commttee, and we do, therefore, in 
such case, revoke the powers which we have given him to that effect with this 
single reservation, viz., that although he will be bound by the resolutions of the 
majority of the body of which he is a member, yet we require that, in order to 
preserve a formal distmction of the powers of this Government in the instru- 
ments which appertain to his ministerial agency, he do affix his separate and 
formal signature to it, as the representative of this Government. 


Mb. Pkancis delivers in the following Minute, dated the 24th May 1779 
Mr. "FRANcrs. — It is needless, at this time, to enter into a consideration of 

583 r. D. ' 

676 



13 


the justice o£ our quarrel with the Maratha Government, or of the extent and 
quality of the powers under which the Presidency of Bombay have acted in 
violating the treaty of Poona. Those questions have been safSciently discussed 
in the Governor-General’s minutes and mine, before Sir Eyre Ooote’s arrival. 

The following observations are confined to the policy of the measure within 
itself, and on its own principles, and to the propriety of the means made use of 
to carry it into execution : — 

tst . — It appears by the Bombay Consultations of the 10th December 1777, 
and by their letter to us of the 20th January 1778, that they were unanimously 
determined not to engage in any active enterprize in favour of Ragohah unless 
they were solicited thereto by Sacaram, Moraba, Butcherba, and Tookojee Hol- 
car by a joint application, under their own siccas and handwriting, and that 
this was a condition sine qua non. 


Yet on the 21st of July following they resolved to march to Poona with 
Ragohah without having received any application from the persons above men- 
tioned or entered into any specific engagements whatsoever with any of the 
10+1 u. ^> 7 na Maratha Chiefs. After the expedition had 

tailed Mr. Hornby says : “ it was evident 
that there was not one Chief in the empire who would draw sword for Ragohah.’ ’ 

It follows therefore that, in undertaking to act without having previously 
settled terms of co-operation with some of the Maratha Chiefs, they departed 
from their own fundamental principles, and, as far as success depended on such 
co-operation, had no right to expect it. 

2nd . — It further appears, by their proceeding of the 12th of October 1778, 
that, when they took their resolution in July, they reckoned upon the hopes of 
assistance from Moraba, Butcherba and Tookojee Holcar with 30,000 horse, 
yot in October they determined to carry their plan into execution, when every 
. Ti/r- + n expectation of such assistance must have 

Mr. Draper’s Mmuto or , 

lailecl them, com%dermg taat the iioo first 
of the above Chiefs were under restraint^ and the latter greathj suspected. 


3rd . — In July they appear to have relied on the assistance of Colonel 
Leslie’s detachment, and to have considered the securing a junction with him 
as essential to the success of their plan, for which purpose they then sent him 
orders to march to Ziner ; yet on the 12th of October, while our detachment 
was still in Bundlecund (the same station which it occupied in July), that is at 
so groat a distance that a junction could not possibly have been effected before 
Eebruary following, they determined to carry their plan forthwith into exe- 
tution. 

4th . — With these facts before me, I have a right to conclude that the Select 
Committee, in attempting to march to Poona, have acted in opposition to their 
own professed principles — I mean that, whereas at first, and up to the 12th of 
October, they appear to have thought certain conditions necessary as well to 
justify their engaging in the measure in question as to insure the success of it, 
they at last plunged themselves into the execution of their plan, when every 
one of these conditions had failed them. 


5th . — Their ignorance of the real state of the Poona Darbai', and of the 
respective powers and influence of the persons who composed it, is a remarkable 
circumstance, and should serve as a future caution to the Company, and to this 
Government, against trusting implicitly to any intelligence we may receive 
from that quarter. While the plan was in agitation it suited their purpose to 
represent Nana as the most powerful, and to us the most formidable, of all the 
Maratha Chiefs ; that he was devoted to the Erench and had engaged to put 
them into possession of Ghoul. Whatever his inclinations might be, of which 
we have no better evidence than of the rest, it is clear that they were mistaken 
in the opinion of his power. Mr. BLornby, in his minute of the 19th Eebruary, 
jsays the lead that Scindia has taken in the administration, and the condition 
to which he has reduced Nana to be no more than a creature oj his, were never 
thoroughly known, till the facts discovered themselves on this occasion, yet they 
are to be traced in Mr. Martyn’s and Mr. Lewis’s advices ever since the 
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resolution affected by Madajee Scindia’s means in June last, when Nana fled to 
him.” On which Mr. Draper observes that “ he cannot enough lament that we 
have so lately become acquainted with Scindia’s being the principal person in 
power notwithstanding the residence of Messrs. Martyn and Lewis at Poona. 

In the execution of the measure, the Board, I think, will see such errors 
at the outset as might have been alone sufficient to defeat it. 

Xst , — The appointment of field deputies under the title of a Committee for 
concerting and conducting all military operations. The success of military 
enterprises depends on a unity of command, without which there can be neither 
decision or despatch ; dehate and execution cannot move together ; constant 
experience has shown the had effects of field deputation. The Company in a 
former instance severely condemned the appointment of some gentlemen at 
Madras on a similar service, and no one argument is suggested to shew that 
such an appointment was necessary on the present occasion. If the Select 
Committee deemed their commanding officer unequal to the conduct of an 
expedition of three-score miles, they ought not to have employed him. To place 
a civil authority over the immediate execution of military operations might 
create many mischiefs, and could correct none. 

Mr. Hornby himself seems to have entertained the same opinion of the 
measure that I do. The commission given to the Committee requires the 
obedience of all the Company’s servants, civil and military ; yet Mr. Hornby, 
in his letter of the 23rd December, to Mr. Carnao, says that “ in his opinion 
there can be no necessity for publishing it, and that the promulgation of 
such a Commission might bear the appearance of setting up an authority, 
in the very camp, to supersede that of the Commanding Officer and give ideas 
among the troops, as well as to Colonel Egerton, very different from those of 
Select Committee.” He confesses that the words “ to coi'rect and conduct all 
military operations are too comprehensive, that they escaped him at the time 
the commission passed, and he thinks must have escaped Mr. Carnac also.** 

Considering the body of the commission itself does not exceed a few lines, 
it seems extraordinary that the essential part of it should pass unobserved by 
those who drew it up. But whether it escaped those gentlemen or not, Colonel 
Egerton has sufficiently cleared himself from any concern in the measure. 
Before he left Bombay he protested against being accompanied by field deputies. 
The Commission was framed after his departure, and he protested against it 
being published in the army as soon as he saw it. 

Snd . — ^The immoderate quantity of baggage and train of cattle which 
attended the army, and which is said to have amounted to nineteen thousand, 
seems to have been unnecessary for so short a march, and wholly inconsistent 
with the plan of an expedition, which could only have succeeded by rapidity 
and surprise. 

3rd . — The allowing Eagobah to move with a separate camp, instead of keep- 
ing him constantly under the eyes of the Oommander-in-Chief, seems to me a 
capital mistake. In consequence of it the motions of our army were made to 
depend on those of Eagobah, who kept aloof when he thought fit, and was left 
at liberty to negociate with the enemy for himself, and, in ease of a mis- 
fortune, 1x) betray us to them. 

Eor these defeats in the executive part of the plan, I deem the President 
and Select Committee entirely answerable. 

In reviewing the conduct of the expedition , — IsU It appears to me that, 
on the face of the accounts transmitted to us, the only questionable part of 
Colonel Egerton’s conduct, while he continued in the command, is the slow 
march of the army from Panwel to the other side of the Gants, by which much 
time seems to have been lost ; yet this makes no part of the President*8 charge 
against Colonel Egerton; and if it had, the trial of it should have been imme- 
diately by a court martial at Bombay. Nothing but an examination of evid- 
ence on the spot could determine whether the delay was unavoidable or not ; 
it is strictly a question of military service, and subject to military iuris- 
diction. ^ 
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Snd, — Colonel Egerton resigned the command on the 6th of January. 
Erom that time he was no longer answerable, as Commanding Ofilcer, for any- 
thing done. In the committee the casting voice vested all power in Mr. 
Carnac. On the 1st of January, Mr. Carnac speaks of him as totally overpower- 
ed by fatigue and utterly unable to move about.” On the 6th of January, Mr. 
Hornby in a letter to Lieutenant- Colonel Cockburn says : “ Erom the accounts 

I receive of Colonel Egerton’s health, I find I must look even at present to 
you, to your zeal for the success of our interprize, and to yoTzr activity, neces- 
sary to ensure that success for the accomplishment of all our hopes in our 
present undertaking.” 

8rd. — On the 11th January, Mr. Carnac ordered the army to fall back, 
when Colonel Cockburn declared he had no doubt of carrying the army to Poona. 
At that time Mr. Oarnac’s power was not questioned. 

4th. — On the 11th of January Colonel Cockburn’s opinion was required by 
Mr. Carnac, who dissented from it, yet gave no positive order for the retreat. 

With respect to Mr. Carnac’s powers, it is to be observed that when they 
were first questioned by Colonel Egerton on occasion of Mr. Mostyn’s illness, 
a decision in support of them was given by the Select Committee at Bombay. 
Mr. Hornby, in his letter to Mr. Carnac of the 27th December, says “ The 
decision already sent concerning your casting vote can leave no further doubt 
on that subject. I think it much for the advantage of the service to rely 
singly on you.” 

Mr. Carnac himself tells Tookojee that he had the Company’s seal and full 
powers. He gave full powers to Mr. Holmes to settle terms with Madajee 
Scindia, and he executed the convention as an act of the committee in which, 
whether Colonel Egerton was consulted or not, Mr. Carnac’s voice alone was 
decisive. 

With all these circumstances in view, it remains to be determined whether 
Mr. Carnac is waiTanted in afiirming that his authority did not extend “ to the 
giving an order to the army to march at all events ; ” be that as it may, it is 
certain he gave no order for the retreat after the engagement. 

&th. — There could be no disobedience of an order which never was given. 
But if Mr. Carnac had even deemed his authority competent to the case, he 
could not have directed the order to Colonel Egerton, who had resigned the com- 
mand eight days before, and whose continued sickness made it impossible for 
him to resume it. 

Sth . — It appears that Colonel Cockburn and Colonel Dagon were called 
upon for their opinion respecting the practicability of a retreat, and that they 
agreed in their opinion, yet that of Colonel Cockburn is published alone, and 
Colonel Dagon’s suppressed at Bombay, and withheld from the G-overnor-Cene- 
ral and Council. The mystery of the proceeding can only be cleared up by a 
public trial on the spot, when Colonel Dagon’s evidence may be called for. 

7th. — The deputation of Messrs. Farmer and Holmes to the Marathas and 
the convention are acts of the committee, the necessity of which it is possible — and 
I think only possible — might be supported by the actual position and circum- 
stances of the army, if we had the means of examining vixid voce evidence to 
that point. But it is impossible to reconcile those acts to the opinion of those 
who thought a retreat practicable, and that it ought to be attempted. 

8th. — On the return of the army to Bombay, the President exhibits a 
specific charge jointly against Colonel Egerton and Lieutenant-Colonel Cock- 
burn “for refused to take charge of conducting the army back to 

Bombay.” These terms express a direct disobedience of orders. Were such 
orders given ? To whom were they given ? And by whom were they disobeyed ? 
These are questions of fact which can only be decided by a court martial : to 
decide them in any other manner would in my opinion be equally irregular and 
unjust. 

The charge once exhibited ought to have been followed by an immediate 
arrest and trial ; instead of pursuing that obvious and regular course, the Pre- 
sident holds out a menace to the parties that if they will not decline aU mili- 
tary duty and submit their case to the determination of the Governor-Genoral 
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and Council, lie will move to suspend them the service — that is, unless two 
officers of the highest rank in that service, formally accused by himself of the 
highest military offence, consent to waive their right to a public trial, he will 
punish them without one. Many painful reflections occur on this proceeding. 
We see a charge preferred and a trial refused. We see punishment ready to 
follow accusation, without the intermediate steps, which justice always takes, 
of enquiry and proof. In short, we see the regular trial evaded, and the cause 
referred to a tribunal which has no jurisdiction over it, and which if it were 
otherwise competent, could not tiy for want of examination of viva voce evi- 
dence. 

From such appearances what conclusion can arise in the minds of in- 
different men, hut that things have been done which would not bear the public 
eye, and that a trial is refused in order to conceal them ; that a hope was 
entertained at Bombay of obtaining a decision here which might be guided by 
other principles than those of justice, and that the sole object of the reference 
to this Government was to save one party by a sacrifice of the other. 

Whether Messrs. Egerton and Cockburn are guilty or not, or in what 
degree they are guilty, remains to be enquired. If under any influence of 
menace and authority they really and honafide waived their claim to a court 
martial, they were very ill-advised. Some allowances, however, should be made 
for the situation of men so placed under the weight of power and so 
treated as they were. At all events, they disavowed or retracted their assent to 
the reference long before it was made and time enough to revert to and c aim 
their original right, a public trial, hio conditions tending to deprive them of 
it should ever have been proposed, much less should such conditions have been 
extorted from them by menaces. 

P. ERANOIS. 


Me. Ekanois. — I now beg leave to submit some propositions, purely to the 
consideration of the Board, which I came prepared with, and which are conform- 
able to the sentiments expressed in the latter part of my minute — I mean if the 
Board should approve of them, they should make part of our letter to Bombay. 

Ist. — That we highly disapprove of the reference made to us to decide on 
the conduct of Colonel Egerton and Lieutenant- Colonel Cockburn, over whom 
we have no jurisdiction ; and that if we were otherwise competent to try the 
charge, the want of vivd voce evidence to be examined upon oath, concerning 
many facts necessary to establish the truth of it, would be an immediate bar to 
our proceeding. 

2nd.—Th&\, the formal charge exhibited by the President against Messrs. 
Egerton and Cockburn “ for having refused to take charge of conducting the 
army back to Bombay ’* ought to have been followed by an immediate arrest 
and trial. It is a question of fact, which could only be determined on the spot. 

8rd . — ^That to prefer a charge and to refuse a trial is in our judgment a 
proceeding, wholly inconsistant with justice and liable to many dangerous con- 
sequences. A precedent of this nature, if once permitted to pass without 
condemnation, tends in the first instance to leave the character and safety of 
individuals at the mercy of men in power, and ultimately to weaken the hands 
of the Government itself by destroying that confidence which individuals have 
been taught to repose in the justice and good faith of Government, and which 
alone can engage them to act with spirit and vigour in the public service. 

4th, — ^That the menace held out by the President to the officers against 
whom he himself had delivered a formal charge of disobedience of orders, vits., 
“ that if they would not decline all military duty and submit their cause to 
our determination he would move to suspend them the service,” is in our opinion 
a high and arbitrary proceeding, and calls for the most public and solemn con- 
demnation from this Board. That the claims of Messrs. Egerton and Cockburn 
to he tried by a court martial was a claim of right, and accrued, to them the 
moment a specific charge was exhibited against them ; that any attempt to 
induce men, under a public charge, to waive their right to a pulbic trial is 

682 F. n 

680 



17 


equally inconsistent with the justice and dignity of Government, but that the 
intention of passing by all trial whatsoever, and of proceeding instantly from 
accusation to punishment, so plainly expressed in the menace held out by the 
President, is, in our opinion, highly criminal, and that, as such, we shall think 
it our duty to represent it to our superiors. 

5th . — That admitting that Colonel Egerton and Lieutenant-Colonel Cock- 
burn, whether surprised by the menaces of the President or induced by any other 
motive whatsoever, had at first submitted to the conditions imposed on them, yet 
having disavowed or retracted such supposed assent long before the reference 
to this Board was actually made, the advantage taken thereof was unjust in 
itself, and not to be reconciled to the fair and open purposes of public justice ; 
that they were in full time to revert to their original right, and that their claim 
to it ought not to have been denied. 

6th . — That we are much concerned that so much time should have been 
lost by a useless and dilatory reference to us of a question which ought to have 
been tried upon the spot, where all the parties and witnesses were present, and 
while the recollection of every particular was fresh in their minds ; that, 
however, the right of Messrs. Egerton and Cockburn to a court martial is not 
weakened by this delay, and for this reason, as well as because we think that many 
circumstances relative to the late transaction at Bombay, and necessary for the 
Company’s information, can only be brought to light by a public trial, we are 
of opinion that a court martial should be immediately ordered for the trial of 
Messrs. Egerton and Cockburn on the formal charge preferred against them by 
the President. 


Bxd.— A. B. doS. 
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Frooeedings of the Secret Committee, from 8th July to 23rd December 

1779. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 19th July 1779. 

Monday. At a Ootjnciii, present: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General , 'President. 
Bichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, indisposed. 


The Proceedings of the 8th instant read and approved. 

The Governor- General delivers in the following minute : — 

Governor- General . — It having been resolved in Secret Consultation, 9th 
July 1778, “ that Raja Cheyt Sing should be required in form to contribute 
his share of the burthen of the present war with Prance by the establishment 
of three regular battalions of sepoys to be raised and maintained at his 
expense and the amount of the, subsidy fixed by the Board in Consultation 
of the 17th August following, and agreed by him to be paid for one year, being 
five lacks of Muchlidar rupees ; as the year is now expired, I move that he be 
at this time required to contribute the like sum as his share of the expense of 
the war for the current year. 


Agreed to the Governor- General’s proposal. 


Resolved that the following letter be written to Me. Graha.m ; — 

To Me. Geaham, Resident at Benares, 

The period of one year, for which Raja Cheyt Sing contributed the sum of 
five lacks of Muchlidar rupees as his proportion of the burthen of the present 
war with Prance for the last year, being expired, and the war still continuing, 
we find it necessary to maintain the same force, and to require that the Raja 
shall bear his share of the expense, you will therefore at this time demand 
from him payment of the above sum, as his proportion ' of the charge for the 
current year, and remit the amount of it to us. 

Port William, ^ We are, &o. 

The 19th July 1779. S 


Agreed that the Governor-General be requested to write to Raja Cheyt 
Sing, acquainting him that the period of one year, for which he agreed to pay 
five lacks of Muchlidar rupees as his share of the burthen of the present war 
'With Prance on the 17th August 1778, is expired, and, as the continuation 
of the war makes it still necessary to maintain the same establishment of troops 
for the defence of the country, the Board deem it requisite that ho should at 
this time contribute the further sum of five lacks of Muchlidar rupees, as his 
share of the charge for the current year. Mr. Graham has therefore been 
directed to apply to him for the same. 
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Secret Dept. Port ’William, the 26tli August 1779. 

Thursday. At a Council, peesent : 

The Hon’ble Waeben Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Biohaed Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Feanois, Esq. 

. Edwaed Whelee, Esq. 

Eieutenant-Gbneeal Sie Etee Coote, Kt.Bt. 


Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 16th instant. 

Read the following letter from Mu. Thomas Graham : — 

From Mr. Graham. 

Hon’ble Sie and Sirs, — Immediately on the receipt of your Hon’blo 
Board’s letter of the 1,9th ultimo, directing me to demand of Raja Cheyt Sing 
payment of the sum of five lacks of Muchlidar rupees as his annual proportion 
of the burthen of the present war with France, I waited upon him, and at the 
same time that I communicated the orders of your Hon’'ble Board to myself I 
delivered to him the Hon’ble the Governor-General’s letter to him in confirma- 
tion thereof. He then gave me for answer that he had not the ability to dis- 
charge the demand. As this was similar to the answer he gave me when I 
demanded the payment of his subsidy for the last year, I did not consider it as a 
definitive one, and therefore continued in renewing my demand every second 
day. Finding, however, that he holds to the terms of his first reply, and seeing 
no probability of a speedy change in his sentiments, I am unavoidably reduced 
to the necessity of applying for your Hon’ble Board’s further instructions on 
this head. Until they arrive I shall follow the orders already sent me by 
repeating my request for payment every second or third day. 

Bbnaees, Y I have the honour to be, &c., 

Ihe 16th August 1779. J THOMAS GRAHAM, 

Hesident. 


Enclosure. 


Read a letter from Raja Cheyt Sing as follows 

From Raja Cheyt Sing, received 27tli August 1779.. 

I have been honoured with your letter calling on me for the payment of 6 
lacks of rupees on account of the expense of the war for the present year, and 
understand its contents. 

My situation is weE known to you, and I assure you without reserve that 
I have no ability deft, nor is there any mode of relief for me hut in the exer* 
tion of your favour. I am fully convinced that it is your desire who are my 
master to support me your servant, and last year you directed Sheik Ally Wucky 
that I should by any means by disposing of my effects, or by borrowing, make 
this one payment, and I should not he called on in future, and th^t you would 
take, every means, for my advantage and support. 

I accordingly put in practice every method in my power and by loans 
made good the requisition.: It is now absolutely out of my power to raise the 
sum required ; and I am therefore hopeful that you will he kindly pleased to 
excuse me the five lacks now demanded, and that nothing may he demanded 
of me, beyond, the amount expressed in the pottah which through your favour 
I obtained from the Hon’ble English Company. 

This Raj and zemindary and my dignity are the gifts of Tour Highness. 
I have judged it necessary to represent to you my inability and helpless state. ^ 
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Governor- General . — I move that the Commander-m-Chief be desired to 
issue an order for the march of two battalions of sepoys from the nearest 
station of the army, excepting the first and temporary brigades, to Benares on 
the requisition of Mr. Grraham, and there to remain for the further orders of 
the Board. That the whole expense of this detachment from the day of its 
march be exacted from the Raja of Benares. That this resolution be com- 
municated to him by the Governor-General, and that the Resident be ordered 
to inform the Raja of it, repeating his demand for the sum required, and in 
case of his refusal or non-compliance with his demand, to give immediate notice 
to the Officer in Command of the detachment that he may march accordingly. 


Sir Byre Coote agrees to the motion. 

Mr. Wheler . — I am against it. 

Mr. Francis . — I never approved the additional demand beyond his stipu- 
lated tribute ; I cannot therefore concur in the measure proposed. I firmly 
believe it to be unnecessary, even for its avowed purpose, and I am very much 
afraid that it will be attended with consequences ruinous to the Raja and to 
his country. That country is now one of the richest jewels we possess. The 
gi’eat revenue we draw from that country may be permanently secured under 
mild and equitable treatment ; measures of a different nature may extort more 
for a moment, but they will ruin the future resource. 

Mr. Harwell . — It rests with the Raja himself to discharge his quota of 
the expense of the war voluntarily or to be compelled to it. 

I agree to the motion. 

Governor -General . — Benares is not a jewel in our possession, if we leave 
the Raja an option to obey or disobey the orders of his superior’s government 
and to maintain himself in the independency of a tributary prince. As to the 
ruin portended from this order the terms of the question itself put it in his 
power to prevent even the execution of the order, and more I shall not at this 
time say upon the subject. I may hereafter. 


Agreed to the Governor-General’s motion, and resolved that the Com- 
mander-in-Chief be requested to give orders to Major Oamac or the Officer-in- 
Command of his detachment for the march of two battalions of sepoys to 
Benares on the requisition of Mr. Thomas Graham, the Resident there, and to 
remain at that place for further orders. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 29th September 1779. 

Wednesday. At a Council, present: 

The Hon’ble Waeren Hastings, Governor-General^ Tresident. 
Richard Baewbll, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

Mb. Ebancis, indisposed. 

Sib Etbb Coote gone to review the army. 


The Proceedings of the 16ch instant read and approved. 

Mr. Grahdm, lotb, I6tli Read the following letters from Mu. Geaham, Resident at 
»nd 17tb. September, Benares r-— 

Hon*ble Sib and Sirs, — 1 had last night the Ihononr of receiving your 
letter of the 26th ultimo, directing me to repeat the claim which your Hon’ble 
Board had thought proper to make of Raja Cheyt Sing for five lacks of rupees 
as his annual proportion of the expense of the present war and empowering 
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me, in case of his persisting in refusing payment, to require Major Oamac, with 
two battalions of sepoys, to march to this place and to wait your further orders. 

Having also received the Hon’ble the Governor- General’s Persian letter to 
the Paja on the subject, I have sent it to him with a letter from myself requir- 
ing his immediate compliance with the orders contained therein, and desiring 
that he would forthwith send person properly qualified to make payment to 
me of the five lacks of rupees, and, further, to send me a reply to the Governor- 
General’s letter. I shall immediately do myself the honour to address you on 
the receipt of his answer which I flatter myself will prove satisfactory, and 
that I shall not be under the necessity of making use of the discretionary 
power which your Hon’ble Board have been pleased to lodge in me in order 
to compel him to payment. 

Bbnabes, ■) I have the honour to be, &c.. 

The 10th September 1779. > THOMAS GEAHAM, 

Resident. 


Hok’blb Sib and Sibs, — I have this day received an answer from Eaja 
Cheyt Sing to the letter which I informed your Hon’ble Board I had written 
to him on the 10th, requiring his compliance with your orders, wherein he sends 
me an answer to the Governor-General’s letter, which I have transmitted to 
him, and acquaints me with his having consented to the payment of the five 
lacks of rupees. As, however, he still holds forth his original plea of inability, 
I have every reason to apprehend he will be very dilatory in his payments. 
I beg therefore to be favoured with your Hon’ble Board’s orders as to the 
conduct which in such case I must observe towards him. 

Bbnabes, 1 I have the honour to be, &c., 

The 12th September 1779. 5 THOMAS GEAHAM, 

Resident. 


Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, — I have herewith the honour to transmit you 
twelve bills of exchange for the sum of Calcutta Sicca rupees 1,85,116-6-16-1 
drawn in favour of the Hon’ble Company as per accompanying invoice, being 
on account of Eaja Cheyt Sing’s kist due the 4th instant and in part payment 
of his annual tribute. 

Although four complete days are now elapsed since I had the honour of 
informing you of the Baja’s having consented to the payment of the five lacks 
of rupees, and although I sent him a suitable reply to the letter he wrote me 
on the occasion, and at same time repeated my request for a person being sent 
to me suflBeiently qualified for discharging the amount, no ofie has yet come, 
nor has any money been paid me ; on the contrary, through his vakeel, ho has 
solicited to be indulged with time but without specifying any period, which 
leaving room for no other answer than to desire him to conform to the orders 
he had received from your Hon’ble Board through the channel of the 
Governor- General, 1 have sent a person to attend at his Darbar to require his 
speedy compliance therewith. 

Bbnabes, I I have the honour to bo, .&c., 

The 16th September 1779. i THOMAS GRAHAM, 

TLesident. 


^ Hon’blb Sib and Sibs,— I had the honour of addressing you last night, 
informing your Hon’ble Board of the steps I had taken toivavds obiaining pay- 
ment of the five lacks of rupees from Baja Cheyt Sing. I this day received a 
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letter from him, of which I beg leaTe to submit to your consideration the 
following translate : — 

“ The situation of my affairs is well known to you, and I have repeatedly 
represented the particulars to you. The five lacks of rupees on account of a 
proportion of the expense of the war, conformably to the injunctions of the 
Hon’ble English Company, I have for this time agreed to pay ; neither am I 
dilatory or inattentive in providing for its discharge, hut the amount is consi- 
derable ahd can only he liquidated by degrees within the space of four months. 
I will pay it to you by instalments. To the end of the month of Zelhedge 
(corresponding nearly to the middle of the English month of January ensuing) 
I will complete payment of the whole. What is now preparing in part of the 
aforesaid sum of five lacks shall be paid to you on Thursday next the 12th of 
Eumzan. My thoughts are not a moment at rest from this matter. But from 
incessant applications inconveniences are occasioned to the provision and my 
endeavours are interrupted. From your indulgence I will discharge the amount 
in the manner above specified.” 

I shall he glad to be honoured with your orders on the subject of the 
foregoing letter. In the interim I considered it consistent with the spirit of those 
orders already received from your Hon’ble Board to reject the proposition 
therein contained, and to repeat my demand for payment of the whole without 
delay. 

Benares, ■) I have the honour to be, &e.. 

The mh September 1779. i THOMAS GRAHAM, 

Meeideni. 


Governor ‘General . — As it appears by the last of the above letters from 
Mr. Graham that Baja Cheyt Sing, whose present ability to discharge the full 
amount of the sum demanded of him cannot be doubted, is endeavouring to 
amuse our E-esident with delays, and as his reply, though it professes an inten- 
tion of compliance with his claim, is a plain evasion of it, I think Mr. Graham, 
according to the spirit of the orders he had received, ought to have required 
the immediate march of Major Camac’s detachment to enforce payment from 
the Baja ; but as ho has omitted to act in this manner, and as it appears to be 
his intention to wait for the further orders of the Board, I move that the 
contents of his letters be imparted to the Oommander-in-Ohief, and that he 
be desired to send orders forthwith to Major Oamac to march without delay in 
conformity to his former instructions, giving notice of the day on which he 
shall move from his present station to Mr. Graham ; that the expenses of the 
detachment from that time until its return may be charged to the Baja ; and 
that Major Camac do continue his route with the two battalions under his 
Command to Benares, unless Mr. Graham upon the full receipt of the subsidy 
shall notify to him that there is no necessity for his proceeding. 

I further move that letters to the same effect be prepared and despatched 
to Mr. Graham and Baja Oheyt Sing. 

Mr. Wheler.-^l object to the abore orders. 


Eesolved that the following letters he written to the Commander-in- Chief and Mr. 
Graham, and that the Governor-General be likewise desired to write a letter to the same effect 
to Raja Cheyt Sing 

To the Commander-in- Chief and to Mr. Graham. 

Sms, — As it is implied by the enclosed copies of letters which we have 
received from our Resident at Benares, that Baja Oheyt Sing means to protract, 
if not entirely to evade, payment of the five lacks of rupees required of him as 
his share of the expenses of the war for the current year, by his distant and 
illusory promises, although there can be no doubt of his present ability to dis- 
charge the demand if he thought proper, we conceive that some effectual 
means should be taken to compel him to it. 
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Mr. Graliam has not yet required the march of Major Camac’s detach- 
ment in obedience to the letter of our orders to him. We therefore request that 
you will issue fresh orders for this detachment to repair forthwith to Benares, 
and there to wait, according to your former instructions, unless Mr. Graham, 
in consequence of the full receipt of the subsidy, shall inform the Officer in 
Command of it that his proceeding is thereby rendered unnecessary. It will 
be proper likewise to direct that the day of march be notified to Mr. Graham 
in order to enable him to claim the expenses of the detachment from *that time 
till its return to Dinapore from the Eaja. 

Boet William, We are, &c. 

The 29th September 1779. ) 


To Benares. 

SiE, — ^^We have received your letters of the 10th, 12th, 16th, and 17th 
instant. 

As we conceive that the Eaja means to amuse you with vague and distant 
promises and thereby to protract, if not entirely to evade, payment of the sum 
required as his proportion of the expenses of the war for the current year, we 
are of opinion that compulsory means should be immediately used to oblige 
him to discharge it since there can be no doubt of his present ability. We have 
therefore desired the Oommander-in- Chief to issue his orders to Major Camac 
to march forthwith to Benares with the detachment under his command and 
there to wait our further orders, unless you in the meantime from the actual 
receipt of the subsidy shall inform him that it is unnecessary to proceed any 
further. Major Camac will advice you on what day he shall have marched from 
Dinapore, arid we direct that you insist on the Eaja’s paying the expenses of 
the detachment from that time till its return to the same place, exclusive of 
the subsidy for the war. 

Boet William, We are, &c. 

The 29th September 1779 . ) 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 1st November 1779. 

Monday. At a Council, pebsbnt: 

The Hon’ble Wabren Hastings, Oovernor-Q^eneral, Tresidenf. 
Eiohaed Barwell, Esq. 

. Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Whbler, Esq. 

Sib Etbe Coote gone to visit the different stations of the 
army. 


. The Proceedings of the 28 th ultimo read and approved, 

PaoH Me. Graham. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — I have the pleasure to inform you that Raja 
Oheyt Sing has made good the payment of the subsidy of five lacks, and it is 
in readiness to be disposed of in such manner as your Hon’ble Board mav think 
proper to direct. ^ 

The better to enable me to make the necessary demand of the Eaja for 
the expenses of the detachment I required an estimate from the Officer’ Com- 
manding, which he having in consequence furnished me with, I enclose a copy 
thereof, together with a copy of his letter for your Hon’ble Board’s informa- 
tion. I have agreeable thereto called upon the Eaja for the proportion due to. 
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the present time. I expect his answer to-morrow when I shall have the honour 
of again addressing you. 

Benaues, ■) I have the honour to be, &c. 

The 22nd October 1779. S THOMAS GRAHAM. 


Ordered that a copy of tlie cypher be sent to the Commaiider-iu- Chief, &c. 

Agreed that his application to Mi-, Graham be confirmed by the following orders : — 

To Mr. Graham. 

Sib, — We have received your lettei's of the 20th and 22nd ultimo. 

Our last orders concerning the disposal of the sum which you have received 
from Raja Cheyt Sing on account of his subsidy for this year directed the 
remittance of it to the Chief and Council at Patna, but as we understand that 
the two battalions of sepoys which marched to Benares will require an advance 
for their pay and the Commander-in-Chief has applied to you to make an 
advance for that purpose, you will accordingly comply with his desire and 
remit the residue which shall remain in your hands of the subsidy, together 
with the amount which you will demand and receive from the Raja for the 
expenses of the detachment from the date of its quitting Hinapore until the 
amount of the five lacks was completely discharged, to Patna agreeably to our 
former instructions. 

Port W^illiam, | are, &c. 

The 2nd November 1779. ) 


The following motion of the Govevnor-Geneval entei-ecl in the public consultation of this 
day having b(!en referred for consideration to this dejiartment is now read : — 

“ The Governor- General moves that a warrant in the usual form be granted 
to Captain Popham to order Courts Martial during the term of his present 
command.’* 

Mr. Wheler. — I am for referring the question of our power to the Advocate- 
General, previous to the determination of this point. 

Mr. Francis'. — If an immediate decision on this point he unavoidable, I 
think that the opinion of the Advocate-General ought to be previously taken 
whether in the present circumstances of the Government, which lie is as 
well acquinted as we are, we can safely grant a warrant for holding general 
Courts Martial or for executing sentence, at the same time it is my wisli and 
opinion that the question should he avoided for the present, and I do not 
imagine that the service will suffer any material injury for a delay which I hope 
the Government will not find it necessary to continue very long. 

Mr. Barwell. — There appears something so mysterious in the replies given 
to a common proposition that, before I proceed to give my vote upon it, .1 
beg to ho favoured with an explanation of the object to which the doubts sug- 
gested lead. Por myself I am so totally free from every wish of supporting a 
constitution not authorized by the laws of my country that I would with 
pleasure this instant desire those who hold direct commissions from the Com- 
pany and the servants of the Company to take charge of their affairs. I beg 
Mr. Wheler and Mr. Prancis will explain their meaning. Is it that the Govern- 
ment is dissolved ? If it is, I am sure we have no business to sit here, whatever 
rights may belong to the Governor- General and Sir Eyre Coote under their 
commissions of the Company. 

Mr. Francis. — Mr. Barwell is not accustomed to ho guided hy any opinions 
of mine, and, if he were, I am sure that what I have said requires no explana- 
tion. I must therefore leave him to determine for himself on the motion before 
the Boa'i’d. The situation we are actually placed in must have been created by 
some unfortunate accident and cannot, I think, continue much longer. In the 
interval I judge for myself only, when I say that it is my duty not to hazard 
the safety of the ' State either by relinquishing my share in the Government 
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before I know who is authorized to receive it from me, and to whom I ought 
to surrender it, or by creating any question concerning its lawful authority, or 
doing any act which may raise such questions in the minds of others. In my 
mind a prudent and temperate medium may be easily observed. I shall for 
my own part endeavour to follow that line, and do no doubt of being able to 
vindicate my conduct if ever it shall be impeached. 

Mr. Barwell . — As no explanation has been given, I shall act in _ the pur- 
suance in which I have met my associates in the Government this day. I 
have not the least obiection. I assent to ask the question proposed by Messrs. 
Wheler and Francis to the Advocate- General, as the question of Messrs. 
Wheler and Francis. "When I cease to think I am acting under the authority 
of the laws, it will be time enough for me then to join in such a quoere. But 
this is not the first difficulty, if our records are inspected, to which the exercise 
of the legal powers of this Government have been exposed, by the manner, 
in which an opposition to its coercion has been made at the Board. W ould 
it be possible long to keep secret a total imbecility ; would not anarchy soon 
prevail in every department ; would the military remain subject to rule if it 
is known they are freed from all punishment ; and how long under such a 
system would it be possible to preserve these provinces to the nation ? I declare 
that whilst I act as a Councillor of the Government- General I will execute 
every legal power with which that Government is invested, and, as far as I 
may be able, preserve to it that authority arid respect, without which it must 
be regarded as totally impotent. I will ratify every decision of a Court Martial 
which in my judgment is grounded on justice, and as I can never excuse 
mutiny or desertion, nor allow of a total licentiousness in the troops, I vote 
for the proposition. 

Mr. Francis . — I have not opposed any question to the Advocate- General ; 
I wish, if possible, to avoid the necessity of it. I do not think in the present 
instance the necessity of granting a warrant to Captain Popham is indispensable, 
much less is it necessary to publish to the world that there has been any debate 
at this Board on such a subject. 

Governor- General . — I am sorry that there has been a debate at this Board 
upon such a subject and wish it could be recalled. The motion for the refer- 
ence to the Advocate-General still subsists, however qualified by Mr. Francis’s 
explanation of his own opinion upon it ; since it at length only reduces it to this 
alternative that the original motion be dismissed, or the question in the terms 
proposed be referred to the Advocate- General. I can never consent to withdraw 
the original motion, because a military command without the power of punish- 
ment is incompatible in terms. The question proposed to be referred to the 
Advocate-General which I will here repeat “whether in the present circum- 
stances of this Government we can safely grant a warrant for holding general 
Courts Martial or for executing sentence ’* necessarily and inevitably implies 
another question of such magnitude and danger that I should dread to have 
it suggested even in the mode by which Mr. Barwell proposes to qualify it. 
It is whether the members of this Board are legally qualified to exercise the 
functions vested in them by the Act of Parliament, or whether the Govern- 
ment of the«e provinces is totally dissolved. The same answer must apply to 
both questions equally. I will suppose that these questions or either of them 
have been put to the Advocate-General. I will suppose that in reply the 
Advocate-General has informed us that we are no legal Government, and that 
the powers by which we held it are dissolved. Shall we, on the receipt of such 
a decision to which the reference itself virtually gives an authority superior 
to our own, relinquish the trust reposed in us and abandon the property of 
the Company and the interests of the British nation in this country to anarchy ? 
Or shall we continue to hold it by an avowed usurpation ? The right implied 
by the question is so clearly and unequivocally declared by the act, which 
originally conveyed it, that I will not yield my opinion respecting it to any 
authority whatever, nor my place in this Government to any power upon earth, 
but that from which I derive it, or to such hands as that power shall have 
qualified, or shall qualify to receive it. I adopt and I here declare for myself 
the resolution expressed by Mr. Barwell that whilst I retain my present station 
I will execute every legal power with which this Government is invested, and, 
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as far as I may be able, preserve to it that authority and respect, without which 
it must be regarded as totally impotent, and I will ratify every decision of a 
Court Martial which in my judgment is grounded on justice even to the 
sentence of death. 

I differ from Mr. Erancis in the opinion that some unfortunate accident 
has interrupted our despatches, and believe that none have been sent to us, 
but such as we may expect to be now on their way, since we have intelligence 
amounting almost to a certainty that to the end of the month of March, and 
I will trust to later advices which reach as far as the 20th of April, that at 
these periods no change had been made or projected for this Government, nor 
any provision for the supposed expiration of it, and for the same reason I 
think we may safely conclude that none will have been made of which we 
can be advised for many months to come. I think this the strongest argu- 
ment, if the subject required the support of argument, in proof of the validity 
of our actual powers, by the construction which our constituents themselves 
have thus evidently shown that they entertain of it. 

Mr. Francis . — My resolution to continue to hold and exercise the general 
powers of the Government until a new commission shall arrive is not less 
determined than that of the Governor- General and Mr. Barwell. In one single 
act of Government, the only one by which irretrievable wrong might be 
done, considering that it affects life and death, two members of the Boai’d 
have expressed a scruple, which I think might have been treated with greater 
moderation and indulgence. The motion ascribed to me is part of an opinion 
delivered on a question before the Board. If I had intended it for a formal 
question, I should perhaps have weighed my terms with greater caution ; the 
scruple implied by it remains still upon my mind, but as it is a point of very 
great importance I shall take a little longer time to consider what course it 
may be proper to pursue in order to obtain the satisfaction I wish for ; as the 
Governor-General himself is so clear upon the general question of right, I 
should think that he can have no reason to apprehend that the Advocat<i- 
Genoral’s opinion, in whatever shape it might be taken, would determine that 
wo were no legal Government. 


Agreed that a warrant be granted in the usual form to Captain Popham, 
empowering him to assemble general Court Martial during his present com- 
mand. 


583 D.— 29. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 19th to 29th June 1780. 


Secret Dept., Port 'William, the 19th June 1780. 

Monday. At a CounciI/, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Philip Peancis, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

Lijedt.-Gbnl. Sir Eyre Coote absent on a visit to the different stations of the army. 


E,ead and approved the Proceedings of the 12th instant. 


Messrs. Francis and Wheler having delivered in the minute which follows on the 15th 
instant, it was immediately sent to the Governor-General. 


Messrs. Francis and Wheler, dated 
16th June. 


Minute from Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler. 


Convinced as we are of the indispensable necessity of bringing the present 
war if possible to a speedy conclusion, we shall heartily join the support of 
every measure which appears to have peace for its object, and which carries 
with it any reasonable prospect of success. On this principle we agree with 
the Governor-General that it may he advisable to avail ourselves of the favour- 
able disposition of the Berar Government, and to invito the Baja’s Diwan to 
come for that purpose to Calcutta. The motives assigned for his late conduct 
and for the march of a body of his troops to Cuttar are plausible at least, and 
appear to be confirmed by the delays with which it has been attended, and by 
their present inactivity. The desire he proposes of becoming the mediator of 
peace between us and the Mahrattas seems likely to be sincere, because we 
believe it to be founded in the consideration of his own interest, and because it 
it is conformable to the language which he has uniformly held to us. We do 
not mean to say that evidenoo of this nature is to be implicitly depended on, but 
it is now so essentially our interest to secure the friendship of Moodajee Boosla, 
or at least to prevent his acting against us, that we should think it imprudent 
to discover any doubt of his sincerity. It cannot he very difficult to maintain 
the appearances of the most perfect confidence in his good faith without suffer- 
ing it to mislead us as neglecting any of those precautions which our situation 
dictates, and which are never more necessary perhaps than in the midst of 
security. 


We therefore agree with the Governor-General in .this part of his minute. 
But wo find with extreme concern that it is impossible for us to give our assent 
to the subsequent proposition : the reasons for which we object to it shall he 
stated briefly without reviving former arguments, or reflecting on anything 
that is past. 

Taking our situation as it stands, we declare it to be our most deliberate 
opinion that a peace is indispensably necessary to save the India Company, and 
every interest connected with theirs from the greatest distress, if not certain 
ruin; and that at whatever distance this object may be, it is not practicable for 
us to continue the war on any terms without a very considerable reduction in 
the expense of conducting it. In the former of these opinions we have never 
varied ; in the latter we are assured of the Governor-General’s concurrence : on 
this general ground we object to the proposed measure. 

584 F. D. 
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Paragraph 1 . — ^Because it reverses a resolution very lately past, with the 
tinanimous approbation of the Board, for recalling and reducing Captain 
Popham’s detachment; the extra expense, of which beyond our regular estab- 
lishment amounting to current rupees 91,332 a month would be saved, and 
their place supplied by four regular battalions. 

Paragraph 2 . — Because by the proposed plan oE operation the subsidy to 
be paid by the Bana of Ghode, and of which we believe no part has been hither- 
to received, is to cease, and our resources so far diminished. 

Paragraph 3. — Because at a time when it is admitted that the war can- 
not be continued without a very considerable reduction of expense, we cannot 
consistently with that principle engage in a measure which _ supposes the con- 
trary to be true ; a-ntl which in our iudgment leads to an additional expense which 
we cannot limit when once it is begun, and which we are very sure this Gov- 
ernment cannot support. "We have seen into what enormous charges we have 
been drawn by the detachment under General Goddard, the strength of which 
does not exceed that proposed to be placed under Major Camae. We have seen 
the expense of a detachment of only two thousand draughts under Captain 
Popham swelled to more than ninety-one thousand rupees a month, and we firmly 
believe it to be an evil inseparable from distant military operations in this 
country that the charge of them can neither be limited nor controlled. We do 
not mean to dispute the propriety of the Governor’s personal confidence in 
Major Camao ; but in our minds such implicit confidence cannot exist without 
experience, much less in opposition to that with which the conduct of similar 
expeditions has already furnished us. In this observation we allude only to the 
expense that attends them. 

Paragraph 4 . — Because the proposed anticipation of the demand of 5 lacks 
from the Baja of Benares, and the sole appropriation of it to this service, is no 
relief of expense or increase of revenue, since the above five lacks make part of 
our general estimate of resources for the service of the current year ; and if 
applied to any service not provided for in the same estimate, will leave a defi- 
ciency which must be made good out of some other fund. 

Paragraph 5 . — ^Because it appears to us that the state of our treasury is 
not in any degree equal to the existing and increasing demands which press 
upon this Government. 

The apparent balance on Monday last, including the deposit in the new 
Port (without which we should consider ourselves as totally unprovided for 
measures of immediate defence if such should become necessary), amounted to 
no more than current rupees 42,09,453, deduct the deposit in the new fort and 
let the account be stated as it will then stand and as it ought to stand. 


Cr. 

Bemainder after deducting the sam 

in the new fort • . . 6, 18, 453 

Balance or actual debt against the 

treasury .... 31,85,463 


Dr. 

Deposits of private property , 14,87,958 
Amount of orders unpaid . 20,86,949 
Bills drawn by General God- 
dard, unpaid . , , 1,73,999 


/ 87,48,906 


37,48,906 


This view of onr situation undoubtedly leads to other important conclusions. 
That to which we mean to confine it at present is, that we are in no condition 
to undertake new expenses ; nor if our treasury were better supplied than it is, 
should we think it prudent to expose ourselves to the demands of another 
expedition, in the plan of which we see no essential difference from that which 
still exists under Geneyal Goddard. 

Paragraph 6 . — Because admitting that all the preceding objections on the 
head , of expense could he answered or removed, we are not satisfied that the 
plan itself would either end where it professes to be directed, or that this is the 
season in which it ought to be attempted on its own avowed principles. The 
declared purpose of the expedition is to invade Madjee Scindia’s country, and to 
attack his capital, Ugein, in order to divert him from the war in G^uzerat to the 
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defence of his own territories. We understand and admit the force of this 
argument, though in our judgment over-balanced by other considerations, inde- 
pendent of which we should only object to the time chosen for the expedition, 
and to the unnecessary charge of keeping up Captain Popham’s detachment. 
If it be meant to withdraw Madjee Scindia from the war in G-uzerat, and to 
distract his force and attention from that country to his own, it seems to us that 
the attempt should be made as soon as possible after October, when General 
Goddard might be at liberty to co-operate with it, and to favor its success, by a 
similar diversion on his side, not in the midst of the rains, when General God- 
dard’s army is in cantonments and unable to take the field. The manifest advan- 
tage of having the two armies acting in concert, and dividing the attention of 
the enefny between them, would be lost, if they were not both in the field at 
the same time. But this and every other objection to the measure is in fact 
removed by the instructions which immediately follow it, and which iu our 
opinion are wholly inconsistent with the first proposed object. Major Camac is 
to be entrusted with a " discretionary power to remove the force which the 
Mahratta Government possesses in Oalpee and Bundlecund (and which is said 
to be the only obstacle to the main design) by any means either by negociation 
or force. If it be true as we are sure it is, that the Mahratta power in that 
country is not very considerable and that they who possess it are disaffected to 
the government on which they depend, such a power can form no obstacle to 
the execution of the main design, nor can we ever admit of the validity of such 
a pretence for invading Bundlecund, which we conclude would be the first if 
not the only effect of the expedition. At all events the latitude given to Major 
Camac leaves him at liberty to pursue whatever plan he thinks proper ; but if 
instead of proceeding towards Madjee Scindia, the march of this detachment 
should, once be directed by the opposite route to the capital of Bundlecund, he 
will naturally conclude that the possession of this country is our true and only 
object ; of course he will have no apprehension for the safety of his own. 

Bor these reasons we are of opinion that the resolution of the Board of 
the 29th of May for the recall and reduction of Captain Popham’s detachment, 
&c., should not be suspended, 

(Sd.) PHILIP FRANCIS. 

(Sd.) EDWARD WHELER. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 22nd June 1780. 

Thursday. At a Council, pbesbnt : 

The Hon’ble Wabebn Hastings, Governor- General^ President. 

Philip Feanois, Esq. 

Edward Wheleb, Esq. 

Libtjt.-Genl. Sm Eybb Coote absent on a visit to the different stations 
of the army. 


Bead and approved the proceedings of the 19th instant. 

Govbenoe-Gbneeal — The period of two years for each of which the Raja 
of Benares at the requisition of the Board has contributed the sum of 6 lacks 
Muohlidar rupees as his proportion of the burthen of the war with France being 
nearly expired, aud that war still continuing, I move that he be now called 
upon to contribute the like sum as his share of the expense of it for the current 
year. 

Agreed to the Govemor-General’s motion. 
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TKANSLATE. 

Copy of a letter niider tlie seal and signature in English to Mb. Middleton, dated the 17th 
Shahbaun in the year of the Hijri 1191, to the Nabobs Mibza Ally Khan and Salae 
Jung. 

TliGre having heen great necessity for money to the Sircar, the Naboh 
Vizier was obliged to take from you the sum of lack of rupees.^ This will 
not be done again, but when the Nabob shall be relieved from his distresses, he 
will return it, to which he has agreed before me, and do you not any way doubt 
or discredit this. In case you are desirous of my testimony I am acquainted 
with this, and I will be ready to support with my endeavors and influence the 
fulfilling of the engagement on the part of His Excellency the Vizier, and be 
you perfectly satisfied of this. 


' TRANSLATE. 

Copy of a letter of the Nabob Vizibe to the Nabobs Mibza Ally Khan JBehadbb and 
Salae Jong Bbeadeb, his uncles. 

I have taken from you in the Eussulee year 1186 1^ lack of rupees to 
relieve my distresses. This shall not be done in future, and it shall be returned 
when my affairs will permit of it. 


TRANSLATE. 


Copy of an engagement under the seal and signature in English of Me. John Beistow, 
dated the 19th Shahbaun in the year 1189 of the Hijri, as follows : 


I write these lines by way of an engagement on the part of the English 
Company and the English Heads or Chiefs. On this account that the Nabob 
Assuf-ul-Bowla Behadre having received from his mother the sum of 30 
lacks of rupees for the present year, and 26 lacks for his old debt, comprising 
the following ■ articles, ready money and goods, jewelry, elephants and camels, 
&o., has passed a farouttee or acquittance which is binding (or sunnud), and 
upon this acquittance I have placed my seal, that is to say on the part of the 
Company and the Chiefs of the Enghsh; and the Nabob Assuf-ul-Bowla 
shall not oppose the Begum’s possession of the jagheers and gunges and kulle- 
dangs (or meat markets) and gardens, and mints of Owd and Eyzabad, &o., 
which the Nabob Shujah-ul-Bowla gave to her in his lifetime, and the Nabob 
Assuf-ul-Bowla shall not obstruct her possession during her life, and the 
Begum shall settle the accounts of her own jagheers with her own people. In 
this the Heads or Chiefs of the English are engaged. No one shall oppose it. 
And whenever the Begum shall desire to go to Meeca, no one shall oppose it 
and the Nabob shall have no demand upon any of the ladies or attendants of 
the zennana ; the Begum has the authority over her own people. Whatever she 
pleases she shall do with them, and whenever the Begum shall go to Mecca she 
shall deliver the jagheers to the charge of whomever she pleases ; no one shall 
oppose this. In this the Heads or Chiefs of the English are engaged. 

Particulars of the ancients, jagheers and gunges, &c., dependencies with 
Mhal and Syher and villages belonging to the Begum. 


Salloon. 

Dewah, 

Persuddehpore. 

Anteh. 

Sumrotali. 

Havelly Goruetpore. 

Tellooy. 

Janis with Andaulut and Syher. 

Gowrah. 

Tanndah. 

Nawabjungfr and villages on the other side 
of the Gogra. 


Kulledang or meat markets of the whole 
Subab. 

Mints of Owd and Pyzabad. . 

Begum Gunge and Golah Gant. 

Vizier Gunge. 

Bang Hurry Singh Owd with land. 

Ash Bang in Lucknow. 

Roza Gant in Lucknow, 

Begum Barry with the bazar. 

Baug Barramall. 

Ishmail Gunge iin Lncknow, 


Xsbmail Gunge with the villages, 3 coss from XtHcknoW. 
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TRANSLA.TE. 

Copy of an engagement under the seal of the Nabob Assuf-ttl-Dotla and under the 
seals of Mr. John Bristow and Mortuza Kuan, and the English signature dated the 19th of 
Shahbaun in the year 1189 of the Hijri. 

I, Assuf-ul-Dowla Behadre, pass my agreement and writing that I have 
received from my mother 30 lacks of rupees for the present year, and 26 lacks 
for my old debt, consisting of the following articles in ready money and goods 
and jewelry and elephants and camels, &o., and I have now no demand what- 
ever. I have received this money through the mediation of the English, and I 
have no further claim, and I agree to leave unmolested the jagheers and gunges 
and kulledangs (or meat markets) and gardens and mints of Owd and Eyzahad, 
&c., which my father in his life-time gave to my mother, and will not oppose 
her possession of them as long as she shall live ; and she shall settle the accounts 
of her own jagheers, &e., with her own people ; and whenever the Bow Begum 
(the wife of tlie Nabob Shujah-ul-Dowla) shall choose to go to Mecca she has 
authority to give them to whomever she may please. I will not oppose this. 
Whether she shall stay here or go to Mecca, the jagheers, &c., shall be in the 
possession of my mother. I will on no account oppose it, and to whomsoever 
she may be pleased to deliver the charge of them I will give my support and 
assistance ; and whenever she shall please to go to Mecca, she shall take what 
attendants she pleases, together with her money and effects, and I will not 
oppose it ; and I will not demand anything whatever from the Cojas Jewan 
Ally Khan, Bahr Ally Khan, Shagoon Ally Khan, and the women tavildars, or 
cash-keepers j whatever the Begum shall please to do, let her do : she is her own 
mistress ; and I call upon God and Mahmud and the 12 saints and the 14 angels 
and the Heads or Chiefs of the English as witnesses, and in future I will not 
demand any loans from the Begum my mother. I have no claim whatever and 
will not deviate from this agreement, and if I deviate from it I shall forfeit my 
engagement to the Heads or Chiefs of the English and the Company. On this 
account I have written the above lines as an engagement, which is at present 
binding. 

Particulars of the jagheers, mahl, and syhers and dehauts or villages be- 
longing to the jagheers and gunges. 

Salloon. 

Haut Dewah. 

Persuddepore. 

Anteh. 

Sumrotah. 

Havelly Goruckpore. 

Tellooy, 

Javis with Aadaulut and Syher. 

Toundah. 

Nabob Gunge and villages on the other 
side of the Gogra. 

Ishmail Gunge and Dehauts three coss 
from Lucknow. 


Ishmail Gunge in Lucknow. 

Knlledang or meat markets of the whole 
Sabah. 

Mints of Owd and Pyzabad, 

Begum Gunge and Golah Gant. 

Vizier Gunge. 

Bang Hurry Sing in Owd, 3 gardens. 
Ash Bang in Lucknow. 

Cusba Gaut in Lucknow. 

Begum Barry, with the bazar. 

Bang Burramull, 

Gowrah. 


TRANSLATE. 

Copy of an engagement under tbe seal of the Nabob Assor-tni-DowriA Bbhadrb, and 
of Mb* John Bristow with his signature in English, dated the 2l8th of Jummad-ul-Owal in the 
year of the Hijri 1190. 

I, Assuf-ul-Dowla Behadre, have on the 19th of Shahaun in the year 1189 
Hijri, according to my agreement, received the sum of 30 lacks of rupees 
for the present year, and 26 lacks of rupees on account of my old debt, consist* 
ing of the following articles — ready money apd goods, jewelry and elephants and 
camels, &o., which have been settled with the Begum, my mother, througl^ the 
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mediation of tte Heads or the Chiefs of the English, as my inheritance from the 
late Nabob Shujab-ul-Dowla, my father, and have passed an acquittance in full 
of all demands to the Begum, my mother, on account of her jagheers, gunges, 
kulledangs (or meat-markets), gardens, mints of Owd and Eyzabad, &c., which 
the late Nabob in his life gave to her. According to this I agree, and give in 
writing that, agreeable to the aforementioned engagement, I have myself receiv- 
ed the full amount of their claim, in ready money and goods from the Begum 
my mother. I have now no demand whatever upon my mother, and on no 
account will I oppose the Begum’s possession of the jagheers, &c., belonging to 
her, which are included in the engagement and specified in the particular list. 
And I engage in this, God, Mahmud and the English Chiefs. I have wrote these 
lines as a receipt and acquittance which shall be in force now, and if occasion 
requires be made use of. 

Particulars of the jagheers, with the mahl, and syher and dependent 
villages, mahls and gunges, &o. : — 

Ishtnail Gunge, with the villages, 3 coss 
from Lucknow. 

Ishmail Gunge in Lucknow. 

Kulledang or meat-markets of the whole 
Subah. 

Mints of Owd and Fyzabad. 

Begum Gunge and Golah Gaut. 

Vizier Gunge. 

Baug Hurry Sing in Owd. 

Ash Baug in Lucknow. 

Biozah Gaut in Lucknow. 

Begum Barry with the Bazar. 

Baug Baramul. 


Salloon. 

Dewah. 

Persuddepore. 

Anteh. 

Sumrotah. 

Havelly Goruckpore. 

Tellooy. 

Javis with the Audaulut and Syher, 
Gowrah. 

Toundah. 

Nabob Gunge, with the villages on the 
other side of the Gogra. 


TRANSLATE. 

Copy of an agreement under the seal and signature of Mr. Middleton, to all the parti- 
culars of which he engages to procure a treaty from the Nabob Assuf-ul-I)owla after his 
arrival, and that he will also sign and seal it as follows - 

1. — That whenever the Begum shall choose to go to Mecca she shall be 
permitted to go. 

2. — That when the Nabob shall arrive I, (Mr. Middleton) will procure 
suitable allowances to he made to the ladies of the zenana and the late Nabob 
Shujah-ul-Bowla and take care that they are paid, 

3. — That the festivals (shaddee) and marriages of the children of the late 
Nabob Shujah-ul-Dowla shall be at the disposal of the Begum ; whenever she 
thinks proper she shall marry them, and if the Begum shall go, she shall have 
the authority to appoint and settle their marriages, and whatever money shall 
be necessary for these expenses shall be paid by the Nabob. 

4. — That the Syher of Coda Gunge and Ally Gunge shall be retained by 
the Begum as heretofore. 

6. — That I (Mr. Middleton) will, upon the arrival of the Nabob, procure 
Vizier Gunge ajud the garden of Sepoy Hand Khan, or their equivalent, for the 
Begum. 

6. — That I (Mr. Middleton) will endeavour to obtain from tbe Nabob the 
sum of Bl, 15,000 on account of the purchase of Metchu Bohann, and the house 
of Sahebjee, and the fort of the Gossyne, with the land and garden and the 
BarradeiT^ on the banks of the Goomty, and bazar and garden of the house of 
Mahbarain; and the house of Beny Persaud at Lucknow, aU of which the Nabob 
Assuf-ul-Dowlah has assumed possession of. 
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7. — That I will settle with the Nabob the allowances to be made in ready 
money to the ladies of zenana and others specified in the following account : — 


Per month. 


To the ladies of the zenana • 

• m 



* 

. 18,650 

To Meer Hussein Ally Kban Behadre 



• 

. 2,000 

To Ashmed Ally Khaun 

« • 



• 

. 400 

To the doctors . 

• • 



• 

. 1,000 

To Mahmud Javaid « . 

* • 



• 

. 140 

To Molavie Madjeid . 

• * 



• 

. 60 

17,250 


8. — Upon the arrival of the Nabob Assuf-ul-Dowla Behadre, I will endea- 
vour with all my influence to settle the monthly allowances of Mahrum Ally 
Khan and Malimud Ottafaul Khan, &e., the attendants of the Begum. 

9. — If the Begum shall go to Mecca, she shall leave her mahls and jag- 
heers to the Begum, the mother of Assuf-ul-Dowla, who shall remit the reve- 
nues thereof to the Burree Begum. No one shall prevent her enjoying her 
jagheers. 


TRANSLATE. 

Copy of an engagement under the seal of the Nabob Assdp-tji,-Dowi.a and under the 
seal and signature in English of Mb. Middleton as follows • 

1. — I, who am the Nabob Assuf-ul-Dowla Behadre, do agree that the jag- 
heers and gunges, and monthly allowance of the officers and servants, and 
of the ladies of the zenana, and of those specified in the account annexed, 
shall be at the disposal and under the management and authority of the 
Begum, and no one shall oppose or prevent it. This I will punctually 
observe. In this agreement Mr. Middleton and the English are engaged. 

2. — ^Whenever the Begum may choose to go to Mecca, I will not oppose 
it. 

3. — Whenever the Begum shall go to Mecca, she shall leave her lands, 
jagheers, &c., either in the care of my mother or of me, and I will procure 
bills for the amount of their revenues and send them to her. No one shall 
oppose this. 

4. — The Begum shall have authority over all the ladies of her zenana ; she 
shall let them remain with me, and not allow them to go any where without 
my permission or keep them with her. 

6. — ^The jagheers Khoda Gunge, Ally Gunge, &c., with the mahl and 
syher belonging to the Begum, and made over to her, shall remain as heretofore 
in her possession. * 


Particulars of the salaries allowed — 

Per mantli. 
& 

Allowances to the family of Boorhaun-ul-Mulk . . . 10,000 

Allowance to Meer Hussein Ally Khaun ..... 2,000 

Ditto to Ahmed Ally Khaun ...... 400 

Ditto to doctors ........ 1,000 

Ditto to Molavie Mudjeed 60 


13,460 


6J— I have passed a bond payable in six months for Rl, 16,000 for the 
price of houses, &o., and, God willing, I will pay the amount when it shall 
become due. 
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7. — I have bought Vizier Gunge, and the garden of Sepoy Daud Khan in 
Allahabad, of the Begum for RIO, 000, and, God willing, I will pay the amount 
in six months. 

8. — ^The Begum has authority over the ladies and attendants of zenana ; 
neither myself nor any one else will oppose it. 

9. — The Begum (my grandmother) shall have the authority in all festivals, 
and in the marriages of the children of the late Nabob Shujah-ul-Bowla, and 
with the consent of my mother and myself, shall regulate themj excepting in 
the festivals (shadee), the authority is mine. 

The English are guarantees to the above engagements as long as the 
Begum shall exist. 


Secret Dept., Eort William, the 26th June 1780. 

Monday. At a Council, Peesent : 

The Hon’ble Waeeen Hastings, Governor- General, President. 

Philip Eeancis, Esq. 

• Edward Whelee, Esq. 

Lieut.-Genl. Sie Eyee Coote, absent on a visit to the different stations 
of the army. 


Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 22nd instant. 


The Governor-General lays before the Board the following minnte— 

Govbenor-Genebal, — Two minutes have been lately delivered by Messrs. 

Govemor-Geaerai. Francis and Wheler, bearing their joint signatures, 

m answer to propositions made by me to the Board. 

It is not my intention to follow these minutes through every assertion of 
facts and every deduction of argument. ^ I shall only reply to such points as 
have a relation to my present purpose, which is still to insist on the necessity 
of carrying the war into the districts appertaining to Mahdaiee Soiudia, and to 
this I entreat the Board to give me their attention. 

Except the article of expense, I can scarcely collect the objections made to 
it*, 


It never was my intention to employ Major Camao in an invasion of 
Bundleound, nor suffer, if it were attempted on the grounds of his instructions 
such a waste of the time required for the first and essential object of his oper- 
ations. 


The ends proposed by this expedition are two immediate— 1st, To divide 
the Maratta strength and divert it from General Goddard ; 2nd, To make the 
principal agent of the war the principal sufferers by it ; and one ultimately, peace. 
To this it IS objected that the manifest advantage of having two armies actinsf 
in concert, and dividing the attention of the enemy between them, would be lost, 
if they were not both in the field at the same time. ” This is hy no means a fair 
conclusion, because it supposes the enemy to keep the field, and our principal 
army to he inactive. The reverse is the most probable ; and my purpose will he 
equally answered, whether both remain in quarters, and Major Camac he 
simered to prosecute the plan assigned him without opposition, or whether the 
whole force of _the enemy he directed against him, and General Goddard left at 
liberty to act in the prosecution of his. The rainy season is no impediment to 
^ great one to the Mahratta, which consist only of cavalry : and 
i± the measure which I have proposed he even now agreed to, I should hope to 
bound it with that season, or to effect every material purpose of it within the 
rams. 
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The design of the proposed instructions to Major Camac has been mis- 
understood, and the intended sense of it inverted ; it is not meant “ to give Major 
Camac a latitude to carry the Company’s army wherever he thinks prosper, hut 
to order him to carry the Company’s army to a prescribed scene of action unless 
he thinks it improper. 

The objection made to the expense is a material one, hut a vigorous asser- 
tion cannot be made without expense, nor can the war either be concluded 
honorably or prosecuted successfully without such an exertion. Feeble mea- 
sures and advances for peace will but add to the strength and presumption of our 
adversaries, discourage our friends, and perhaps induce them to become parties 
against us. The resources of this Government, exhausted as they are, and with- 
held from it by its internal imbecility, are yet equal to every probable contin- 
gency of the present war, if it is conducted on a consistent plan, and that not 
varied by desultory votes of Council on every measure required for its prosecu- 
tion. I must here take notice that the expense of Captain Popham*s detachment 
has been greatly over-rated. It is asserted that the expense for a detachment 
of only 2,000 drafts under Captain Popham has been swelled to more than 

91.000 rupees a month, and in another place this sum is stated as a fixed amount. 
The truth is that the expense of this detachment has exceeded its due bounds, 
yet not in the degree imputed to it, which would be indeed enormous. The 
detachment oesides the 2,000 drafts (they are in fact 2,400) consists of Artillery 
and Cavalry. The monthly expense of the whole was on a medium about 

82.000 rupees. Of this sum — 

The Cavalry alone produce ...... 12,811 

and the Artillery ........ 8,300 


making hoth., together ....... 21,181 


and this sum deducted from the total, leaves 61,000 rupees for the drafts, in- 
cluding the staff and the contingencies of 4 battalions into which they were 
formed, though their number was equal only to three. 

The part which this Government has hitherto borne in the war is mine, and 
has been made exclusively mine, the other members having repeatedly dis- 
claimed their share in the responsibility attending it. It is hard that while 
they load me with the weight of such a charge, they should bind my hands and 
deny me the means of supporting it. 

If Mr. Francis (I am compelled to speak thus plainly) thinks that he can 
better and more effectually conduct the war, to the termination which we both 
profess to aim at ; and that he can in honor deprive me of the right, which I 
claim, to dictate the means of accomplishing it, let him avowedly take the lead ; 
but if I am to be charged with the consequences of it, or if the right which I 
claim be justly mine, let him allow me to possess and exercise it. It is im- 
possible to combine the principles of enterprise and inaction in the same general 
measure ; and as impossible for his sentiments and mine to be brought into 
agreement on the subject of the Mahratta War. I have in vain laboured to 
accommodate them by a studied attention to his opinions in every measure 
which I have ventured to propose in the course of the last 16 months, and have 
restrained myself from urging others which, however jproper and necessary for 
the occasion exclusively considered, were inconsistent with the actual state and 
temper of this Government. 

1 now revert to my proposition and request the Board to reconsider their 
objections to the instructions which I have proposed to be given to Major 
Camac. I have not the presumption to expect that they will be influenced by 
any reasonings which I have used, having had too much experience of the 
insuffLciency of official argument to overcome a decided, and much less, a con- 
federate opposition ; but as the expense which will attend the measure, which I 
have recommended, is the only formal objection made to it, I hope I may be 
allowed to remove it by offering to exonerate the Company from it, and to take 
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it upon myself. That this proposition may not he misunderstood, and that I 
may not bind myself by engagements which may exceed my power to fulfil 
them, I will explain myself. The regular pay and batta of the troops which 
are to form Major Camac’s detachment constitute no part of the expense of it 
since these would be the same in their amount although the battalions remained 
in the original quarters. Neither ought the suspension of the subsidy to be 
charged to the expedition since it is probable, and I regard it as certain, that the 
Eana having no further call for our aid within his country for the sole defence 
of it, will be glad to be relieved from the expense attending it, and because it is 
proposed in the last of the minutes of Messrs. Francis and Wheler to withdraw 
it. The contingencies of the detachment are therefore the only expense that 
can be reasonably charged to the expedition. These I rate far below two lacks 
of rupees. That sum I offer to contribute to this disbursement. I have already 
deposited it within a small amount in the hands of the Sub-Treasurer, and I beg 
that the Board will permit it to be accepted for that service. 

(Sd.) W. H. 


Ordered that the foregoing minute lie for consideration. 


Secret Pept., Fort William, the 29th June 1780. 

Thursday. At a Council, Present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

Libut.-Genl. Sir Eyre Ooote absent on a visit to the different stations of 
the army. 


Read and approved tbe Proceedings of the 26th instant. 

The minute which follows having been sent to the Secretary on the 27th 
instant, it was immediately forwarded to the Governor-General. 


Messrs, i’rancis and Wheler. Minute from Messrs. Francis and Wheler, the 27th Jane 1780. 

After an attentive consideration of the Govemor-GeneraPs minute deli- 
vered into the Board yesterday, we adhere to the reasons which have induced 
us to withhold our consent to the proposed expedition into Malwa. To this for 
the present we shall only add the following short remarks, in reply to some 
assertions in the Governor-GeneraPs minute, which appear to us to be gratuitous. 

1. — ^The actual expense of Captain Popham’s detachment for the months 
of November, Pecember, and January last is stated by the Commissary-Gene- 
ral at current rupees 2,73,996 — vide his letter recorded on the Ist of May, 
and we have no reason to think, that the expense has decreased since the 
detaehmjBnt has been on service. 

2. — We know not to what passage in either of our minutes the Governor- 
General alludes when he says “ that it is proposed in the last of the minutes 
of Messrs. Francis and Wheler to withdraw the. aid granted totheEanaof 
Gohud,” Notwithstanding otur original disapprobation of the Treaty, and 
though none of the good effects which were promised from it appear to us 
to have been accomplished, we have not proposed to depart from the condi- 
tion by wMcb this Government has been bound to the Rana. All we insist 
on is that Ue subsidy should be paid. The Governor- General has not informed 
us whether any part of it has been discharged. 
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3. — It is said that the rainy season is no impediment to onr troops, 
though a great one to the Mahrattas. The same opinion was insisted on at 
the when Colonel Leslie'marched ; and when the Governor’s confidence 
in him was not inferior to that which he now reposes in Major Camac, and 
which we do not mean to say was ill-founded. But Colonel Leslie’s letters 
contained repeated declarations of the impossibility of marching amidst the 
torrents of rain with which the country was deluged. 

On this point our conviction remains unaltered. They who have not seen 
the rains of India can have no idea of their violence, nor how entirely the 
whole surface of the country is changed by them. 

In a few days we mean to record our sentiments more at large on the 
remainder of the Governor’s minute, and on the general situation of this Gov- 
ernment. We could have wished indeed that the Governor’s plan had been 
more completely before us than it is, that we might have been able to compare 
the whole ot the objects with the whole of the means. Peace he declares is his 
ultimate object, but he has not given us even a general idea of the terms on 
which he would make it ; he has not intimated to us what would be the final 
extent of his demands on the Mahrattas, or what concessions he would make to 
them. Before this point is fixed we have no solid basis, either for action or 
deliberation. The first may be indefinite and unconnected as it hitherto has 
been ; the second must he guided from day to day by events. In this un- 
certainty we cannot presume to decide whether his object be or he not attainable ; 
but we promise to enter into the consideration of it with the utmost candor and 
with all the attention that such a subject deserves when it is laid before us, 

(8d.) PHILIP PRANOIS. 

(Sd.) EDWARD WHELER. 


CtoWnimettt of tadm Centinl Office*— No* 6&4 F* D*— 26*2-80.— 500* 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 13th July to 25th Sen 

tember 1780. 


Fort William, the 13th July 1780. 

At a Council, peesent : 

The Hon’ble Waueen Hastings, Governor- General, President, 

Edwaed Whelbr, Esq. 

F. Feancis, Esq., indisposed. 

Lieutbnant-Geneeal Sie Eyre Ooote, absent on a visit to the 
different stations of the Army. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of tlie 29th ultimo. 

The Secretary begs leave to lay before the Board the following minute from Messrs. 
Francis and Wiieler delivered to him on Tuesday the ith instant, which he imme- 
diately circulated to the Governor-General. 

In our minute of the 27th, we meant only to give an immediate answer to 
Mossw. Francis and Whoicr’s minute, the proposition before US. We shall now enter 
tiie 29Ui Juno 1780 . moi'e particularly into the reasonings and assertions, 

with which it was introduced. The terms and tendency of the Governor- 
GeneraFs minute make this task, however painful it may be, essentially neces- 
sary for the information of those, who are to judge of our conduct, and of course, 
to our own reputation and safety. 

The Governor-General says, that “ except the article of expense, he can 
scarcely collect the objections made to the measure,” and again, that the 
cxi)ens(^ is the only foi’mal objection “ made to it.” Yet soipe pains are taken 
to answer another, which attacks the measure on its own principles, and which 
undoubtedly must have been felt by the Governor-General, or he would not 
have attempted to remove it, by supposing a fact so material to the question, as 
that our principal army is not in cantonments and inactive, and that it must 
not continue so to the end of the rains. The truth is, that General Goddard*s 
array, or th(5 major part of it, is actually in cantenments at Surat, and we 
hear that ho himself is at Bombay. Last year he did not take the field till 
December. Perhaps ho might now move a month sooner ; hut we are satisfied, 
as well by bis own letters, as by every information we have been able to obtain, 
that it is impossible for him to act before November. That the rains would be 
no impediment to our infantry, incumbered with baggage, tents, stores, 
ammunition and a train of artillery ; but that it would be a great one to a body 
of Mabratta cavalry, seems to us a most extraordinary proposition. Hitherto 
it has been contradicted by experience, and we find no arguments advanced 
to support it. If one of the objects of the expedition be to divide the Mabratta 
strength and to divert it from General Goddard, it is essential to that object 
that General Goddard’s army should he at the same time in the field, otherwise 
the Mabratta force is not divided, nor can there be diversion on one side, 
unless some operations exist on the other, in favor of which the diversion 
is to he made. But we say that General Goddard’s army is in cantonments, 
and must remain inactive till November, consequently the undivided force and 
attention of the Mahrattas, if they think it necessary, may be turned entirely 
to Major Camac. 

The second object is said to he, to make Mahadajee Scindia, “ the principal 
agent of the war, the principal sufferer by it.** Hitherto we have been told, 
that Nana Furneess was the Chief, most attached to the French interest, 
most hostile to ours, and that Scindia was disposed to cultivate our friendship ; 
and it must be confessed he gave us a proof of it, which ought not to be for- 
gotten, when he suffered the Bombay Army to retire from ‘Wargaum. Admit- 
ting, nevertheless, that we ought now to consider Scindia as our principal 
opponent, it does not follow that this expedition, in the way it is planned, will 
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he the cause of much distress to him, if any. In our opinion, toe are much 
more likely to suffer by it, than he is. If every material purpose of it is to be 
effected within the rains, what can they be but to make a hasty incursion 
into his country, to plunder it, and to leave it ? If General Goddard were in 
motion at the same time, we see a possibility, in speculation at least, that 
Scindia might be distracted between them, and prevented frona turning his 
whole force, or the principal part of it, to the defence of his dominions. As this 
is not the case. Major Camae must act without the support of a diversion on 
the other side against whatever force Scindia may think fit to bring against 
him. They, who are unacquainted with the geography of India, can know no- 
thing even of the distance from our frontier to Ujain, the capital of Malwa, 
much less of the difficulties that are likely to attend such a march. The dis- 
tance, however, is evidently so great, that, in case of a cheek, we see no likeli- 
hood of securing a retreat. But if, whether with or without an immediate 
repulse, the retreat of the detachment should be cut off, we know what the 
consequence must he. Another body of troops will be called for, and the 
necessity of sending them insisted on to support the first measure, or to dis- 
engage us from the effects of it. No man can say to what distress and diffi- 
culties a series of such steps may finally lead us. It may happen, that while 
we are stripping Bengal of the Borce which ought to be reserved for its defence, 
while we are sending our best troops and our best officers on these distant expe- 
ditions, these provinces may be invaded from different quarters, and our estab- 
lishment hazarded, where it ought to be our principal care to render it secure. 
In our opinion, nothing essential to the interests of the Company and of the 
nation in India can be lost, as long as Bengal is safe ; but if this country should 
once be in danger, or if, i)y the loss or waste of its resources, it should no 
longer be able to support itself, and to return a regular tiubute to Great Britain, 
no conquests or acquisitions in any other part of India will ever compensate 
in the smallest degree for the distress to w'hich Bengal may be reduced, and 
for the consequences that must attend it at home. The supposition of such a 
case will not appear wild or unwarrantable to those who have a perfect view of 
our situation. We are much afraid that it is little known and less understood 
in England. 

The war with the Mahrattas, at more than two years after its commence- 
ment, and after every rupee we had reserved in the treasury, or have since been 
able to collect, has been spent in the support of it, is at this day as far from a 
conclusion as ever. New expeditions are proposecl to answer the same effects, 
which were promised from former measures of the same nature, and, as it 
appears to us, with no better prospect of success ; of such success, at least, as 
would be likely to make any further efforts unnecessary. 

The Governor-General talks oi friends who may he discouraged^ and toko 
perhaps may he induced to become parties against us. We wish that the names 
of these friends had been mentioned. We do not know that this Government 
has a single friend or ally in India in the true sense of friendship and alliance, 
which supposes the power of giving assistance, and a disposition to give it. 

The condition to which we have reduced the Vizier’s country makes that 
connection rather a burthen than advantage to this State. We have now to 
defend the extended frontier of a ruined country, which, at present, barely pays 
the troops that defend it, and which, according to all appearance, will not do 
even that much longer. As for the Vizier himself, ho is a cypher and has no 
choice. 

The Sana of Gohud is too inconsiderable to be mentioned ; and if he were 
more powerful than he is, it is plain enough that either his original purpose is 
answered, or that he has other reasons for being weary of the presence of our 
army. Though the Board have not heard from Captain Popham, we conjec- 
ture from what the Governor- General has let fall, that the Uana intends to 
dismiss Captain Popham, and that he will not require Major Camae to come 
into his country. 

On the other hand, we see the principal powers of India, either armed, or 
ready to arm against us. The Mahrattas have united, as we foresaw they would 
do, in the common defence of their country. Haidar Ali, their natural enemy, 
has concluded an alliance with them, the effects of which, though hitherto 
suspended, are not averted. We know by many proofs, what his disposition 
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is towards us, and we ought to couolude, since it is a case against which we 
ought to he provided, that he means to act against us at the first favorable 
moment, that is, when our arms may have suffered another check, or when our 
strength and resources may he exhausted, by a continuance of the present war. 

It is true our endeavours have hitherto succeeded in preventing the Nizam 
from taking an open part with our enemies. It depends on the gentlemen 
at Madras, whether the concession we have thought proper to make him shall 
take effect, or not. If it should, we have still no positive security that he will 
be contented with it, or that his other claims upon the Company will not 
furnish him with a pretence for joining our enfemies, whenever he sees an 
opportunity of doing it to advantage. His disposition towards us, and the 
confidence he reposes in his own strength, may be plainly collected from his 
declarations to Mr. Holland. 

The Hajah of Berar seems lately, if not originally, to have adopted that 
sort of policy which leaves it open to him to he guided by events, and to pursue 
any course he thinks proper. We have no security that it will he favourable 
to this Government. He professes to wish for an accommodation between us 
and the Peshwa; he offers his mediation, and apparently to support his offer, 
he sends a considerable army to the frontier of these provinces. The strength 
of this army is unknown to the Board. Various reports state it from twenty to 
thirty thousand horse. Against their future operations we ought to he as care- 
fully provided as if we had no dependanee on their friendship. We ought to 
treat them as friends, hut w^e ought to be prepared against them as enemies. 

In this situation, we can never admit, that the resources of this Govern- 
ment, exhausted as they are, and toithheld from it by its internal imbecility, 
are yet equal to every 'probable contingency of the present war. On the con- 
trary, we think that the present war, in whatever manner it may be conducted, 
is liable to contingencies to which all our resources, if they were yet unimpaired, 
would not be equal, and that in our present circumstances we have no choice. 

We deny that this war has hitherto been conducted on a consistent plan, 
or any plan at all ; of which we need not give a more decisive and striking 
proof, than that the expedition under Colonel Goddard did not co-operate 
with that from Bombay against Poona: that the authority, formerly given 
to the Presidency of Bombay over that army, was withdrawn in favor of 
another measure, of which they had no information, and that General Goddard’s 
final march to Surat was merely matter of accident, and absolutely contrary 
to the Governor- General’s wishes and intentions. On the 4th of March 1779, 
he declared he “ wished equally with Mr. Francis for the return of the detach- 
ment to Berar, and equally dreaded to hear of its proceeding to the other coast.” 

But if the reverse were true, and if the war had really been conducted on 
a consistent plan, we deny that it has been varied by desultory votes of Council 
on every measure required for its prosecution. We do not know or believe 
that there is a single instance of any question concerning the war, being carried 
against the opinion of the Governor- General, except that now immediately 
before us, and even this we presume was not in contemplation . with the 
Governor a month ago, when the resolution was taken for recalling and reduc- 
ing Captain Popham’s detachment with common consent, and, as we thought, 
with the Governor’s entire satisfaction. 

It is not denied that feeble measures and advances for peace may give 
strength and presumption to our adversaries, and discourage our friends, or 
that the principles of enterprise and inaction are not to be combined in the 
same general measure. But we do not admit that these general propositions 
are applicable to our situation. Our opinion is, that we are in no condition to 
continue the war on any terms, which suppose the continuance of the present 
expense, or even with a considerable diminution of it. Whether the resources 
he exhausted or whether they he withheld from us, it is equally true, that there 
is no money in our treasury. We hope that in such critical circumstances, it 
will not he proposed to take the deposit out of the new fort. We know not 
how near we are to the extremity for which it was provided. But even sup- 
posing our immediate wants were relieved by that little supply, let us consider 
where it would leave us, after discharging the instant demands upon the 
treasury. Our former statements shew what a very inconsiderable portion of it 
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would retnain in. our hands, while the credit and advantage of possessing such 
a reserre in specie against an extraordinary emergency would he lost. In 
effect, we should publicly avow, that the distress against which the deposit 
was reserved had actually fallen upon us. 

We never meant to propose feeble measures, which necessarily defeat them- 
selves : nor yet do we approve of vigorous measui'es, in the sense in which vigor 
has been hitherto understood, because we are convinced that this Government 
is unable to support them, and that if they could be supported a short time 
longer^ they would not bring us nearer to our object. Before the commence- 
ment of the war, we foresaw'and foretold the principal consequences that would 
attend it. We now judge of it by its effects, which we hope will be considered, 
though every other sort of ai'gument should continue to be disregarded.^ We 
have seen the event of two years’ military operations, and of a succession of 
enterprises which, in point of effort and expense, were as vigorous as anything 
we could now undertake. 

The expedition to Poona indeed is a disgrace, which, but for the generosity 
or forbearance of the Mahrattas, might have left Bombay defenceless. We know 
not the expense, of this measure, but we believe the Company will find it 
enormous. 

The march of the army under Colonel Leslie had all the appearances of 
an active and vigorous resolution, and has produced as much success as could 
reasonably be expected. It has conquered an open country, which at some 
future day, and if ever the promised collections from it should be made, is to 
return thirty lacks a year to the Company. Against this acquisition, the 
permanent expense of an increase of establishment to regulate and defend it 
must be placed, and the value of the remainder compared with the charge of the 
expedition. The Company will then know at what price they have acquired 
a new territory on the Malabar Coast. At the end of Pebruary last, the sums 
remitted to this detachment alone amounted to almost seventy-six lacks of 
current rupees, and we are convinced that we are much within bounds in com- 
puting that a crore of rupees will not clear it to the end of October. 

The march of a detachment from the coast, and of another from Boinbay 
to strengthen General Goddard has yet produced no effect that wc know of, 
but to raise their pay to a level with that of the Bengal troops, which of itself 
is no slight inconvenience. 

The detachment under Major Camac, which was ordered about the begin- 
ning of last year to join Colonel Goddard, after costing the Company current 
rupees four lacks, thirty six thousand, seven hundred and ninety-three, returned 
without effect. 

Many advantages were promised from the treaty with the Rana of Ghode, 
particularly that of dividing the strength and attention of the Mahratta. If it 
has really produced that or any other effect, that deserves the name of an 
advantage, or that can be placed in comparison with the expense of this 
measure, we wish to see it stated. We are informed by the Commissary Gene- 
ral that the total expense of Captain Popham’s detachment to the end of April 
last amounted to current rupees 6,66,953. At this rate the present expense 
must amount to current rupees 7,41,271. 

With these discouraging experiments in our view, we are called upon to 
embark in another enterprise for the avowed purpose of supporting that of 
General Goddard. Yet the Governor’s expectations of success from this new 
effort cannot be greater than those which he professed to entertain of the 
* Vide Secret Consultation, i 2 tii former. Even after the delay in Bundlecund,* he 
October 17^0. always considered Colonel Leslie’s detachment as 

capable of accomplishing the- ends of its formation, and professed the strongest 
convictions, that wider a proper conduct, the effects would still answer his most 
sanguine hopes. 

It is true that the part which this Government has hitherto borne in the 
war, belongs to the Governor, and that we have no share in the responsibility 
attending it ; but it is equally true that in the future measures of this Govern- 
ment, we take our part. We cannot transfer the responsibility, though 
we might relinquish the powers incident to our station. In many cases, we may 
find ourselves compelled not to interrupt the operation of acts already resolved 
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on against our opinion, especially when the Government, or its representatives, 
are once engaged in the execution of them. In such circumstances we have 
no choice. But defence of this sort will not apply to new measures or new 
plans, which cannot be resolved on without our consent. For these and their 
consequences we must of necessity be answerable jointly with the Governor, 
therefore cannot divest ourselves of the right of judging of both. If, on the 
present occasion, we are mistaken in our judgment, it will not add to the load 
with which the Governor-General may be charged. We rather think he 
derives a visible advantage from the part we are forced to take in this question. 
There is no difficulty in displaying the possible benefits which might have 
resulted from a measure untried ; while the burthen of proving that such 
benefits were unattainable, together with the ideal loss of them, will be thrown 
upon the opposite party. 

We have as little faith as the Governor can have in the sufficiency of 
official argument to overcome decided opinions. What we have ‘said is meant 
to stand for our vindication at home. We heartily wish it might have more 
weight than we fear it will have in this place. We wish to co-operate heartily 
and sincerely with the Governor-General in effecting a peace on reasonable terms. 
Means of negotiation are in his power which are not within ours. To accom- 
plish a peace ourselves, against his inclination, we know to be impossible. 
Till very lately, our hopes nearly amounted to conviction that we were all 
agreed on this point, and that the season of the rains in which hostilities must 
cease on both sides would have been employed in effecting a pacification. 
On this principle we consented to the proposition for accepting the mediation 
of Moodajee Boosla. We wish to know if any and what steps have been taken 
in consequence. As this measure has no connection with the proposed expedi- 
tion, we hope it will not be deserted. Without making improper advances to 
the Mahrattas, other means might be taken to the same end ; but we are 
perfectly sensible, that none can succeed, in which the Governor- General will 
not take an active part. If, after all, a formal peace is not to be obtained, 
wo do not think it follows that an offensive war must necessarily be continued. 
A general outline of the plan we allude to has been suggested to the Governor- 
General. We do not think it advisable to enter into it in this place, but we 
are ready to submit our thoughts to him on the subject whenever he thinks 
proper. 

P. FRANCIS. 

E. WHELER. 


Mb. Fbancis, — I beg leave to add a few words to the preceding minute, 
in reply to the personal appeal made to me by the Governor- General. I persuade 
myself he would not propose an alternative to me, which, he thought, I could not 
accept of with honour. But as I understand it, there is no point of honour in 
question. I think it belongs to the Governor-General to propose and recom- 
mend such measures, as he thinks fit, to the approbation of the Board ; and 
circumstanced as we now are, it must be some very essential consideration that 
can induce me to oppose him. I would neither attempt to take that lead out of 
his hands, nor yet engage implicitly to submit to his opinions. Every view to 
my own ease and happiness would incline me to wish, that the constitution of 
the Government permitted him to dictate, or to resolve an act without me. 
But I am vested with a public trust, from the duties of which I cannot be 
exempted while I hold the station that creates it. 

I believe the Governor-General yielded to my opinion in resolving to recall 
and reduce Captain Popham’s detachment, but this was a concession to which 
he did not long adhere. That he should have ” labored to accommodate his 
sentiments to mine by a studied attention to my opinions in every measure 
which he had ventured to propose in the course of the last fifteen months” is a 
fact, with which, I declare most solemnly, I was utterly unacquainted. 

P. FRANCIS. 

6,45 r. D. 
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The Seoretavy having prepared a draft of instructions for Major Camac drawn up from 
the minute of the Board and circulated by order of the Governor-General to the other Mem- 
bers for their approbation^ as he thought it irregular in him to take any part in them, they 
were returned signed, 

Edwabd Wheler, — A greed. 

I have already agreed to such of the instructions to Major Oamac pro- 
posed by the Govern or- General as were conformable to the treaty with the 
flana of Gohud, and to the unanimous resolution of the Board of the 29th of 
May. The draft now in circulation appears to me to correspond therewith, and 
I therefore agree to it. 

PHILIP PRANCIS. 


The instructions being agreed to by Mtsssbs. Francis and Whelbr, they were copied fair. 


signed, and dispatched as follows. 


SlB,- 


-Our Secretary has already notified to you your appointment to the 
. „ , . i .. command of a detachment ordered on 

iViaior Camac s instructions. . ‘at i i mi • 

service with the Kana of Golmd, This 
detachment is to he formed of three battalions of sepoys from the second 
brigade stationed at Cawnpore, the battalion of light infantry commanded by 
Captain Janies Brown, and a party of artillery to consist of half a company of 
European and half a battalion of lascars. 

In addition to the guns attached to the above battalions by the Regula- 
tions of the Army, we have ordered that yonr detachment should he supplied 
with two twelve-pounders, a howitzer, two cohorns, and a projier quantity of 
ammunition and stores. 


We direct that you immediately proceed to Cawnpore, or to the station of 
your detachment wherever it may be, and forthwith conduct it into the domi- 
nions of the Rana of Gohud, there to relieve the corps now under the command 
of Captain Popliam in that quarter. 

The Rana of Gohud having in virtue of a treaty lately concluded between 
him and this Government, required the aid of a military force on our part for 
the defence of his country against the Mahrattas, who had invaded it. Captain 
Popham was appointed to this service, and to this you now succeed. Wo 
therefore direct that you comply with such requisitions as shall bo made to 
yon by the Rana for this, and for such other conditions as ho is entitled to 
demand by the treaty, and you shall deem practicable with the force under 
your command. 

Whenever the Rana shall notify to you that he has no further service for 
the detachment under your command, and shall dismiss it in the manner 
prescribed by treaty, and no occasion shall present itself for the employment 
of it, in promoting the general success of the war in which we arc engaged 
with the Mahratta State, you are to signify to him in writing your intention to 
depart from his country, demanding tlie full amount of the subsidy that may 
be due, which having received, you will immediately return with your detach- 
ment into the territories of the Nahob of Oude, and there wait for further 
orders ; hut in case of a refusal on his part to discharge the subsidy agreeable to 
the terms of the treaty, we desire that yon will immediately signify the same 
to us, and not depart until you receive our answer. 

If before your march into Gohud you shall receive an intimation from the 
Rana, that he shall not require the assistance of yonr detachment, you will in 
like manner suspend your march and wait our further instructions. 

Eor your guidance in maintaining the relation of your command to the 
Rana of Gohud, we herewith deliver to you a copy of the treaty executed with 
him, and we require and enjoin you to conform to it with the most scrunulous 
and literal exactness. ^ 


, Commissary-General having drawn out an establishment for your 
det^hment, which meets with onr approbation, we transmit it to yon, desiring, 
at the same time, that you do not on any account suffer the smallest alteration 
pr deviation to be made in it. 

„ _ We are, &c 

Port William, \ 

The 13th July 1780. ) 
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Secret Dept. Fort William, the 20th July 1780. 

Thursday. At a Council, Present: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor • General , President , 
Edward Wheler, Esq. 

P. Francis, Esq., indisposed. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Etrb Coote, absent on a visit to the 
diiferent stations of the Army. 


Read and approved the proceedings of the 17th insfant. 

The Govbrnor-General,— On Monday the 13th instant, I had prepared 
a minute on the subject of the late debates relative to the detachment ordered 
on service under Major Camae, but was induced to withhold the delivery of it 
by the prospect which was then held out to me of an accommodation of our 
dill'oronccs, and did understand that an agreement had taken place that all the 
minutes which had passed on this subject since the 19th June should he with- 
drawn. I am since informed that this is disavowed by Mr. Francis. I am 
obliged to mention this circumstance otherwise unnecessary for public record, 
to account for the late delivery of my minute for which I desire that a place 
may be loft on this consultation, as it might perhaps be deemed improper 
to introduce it in the temporary absence of the persons whom it immediately 
concerns. 

The Governor-GeneraFs minute, dated 3rd July, 

Why Mr. Wheler has thus repeatedly chosen to join his name to Mr. 
Francis’s in the minute lately delivered by them to the Board, I can neither 
conjecture, nor seek to know. I can easily conceive Mr. Francis’s intention 
in obtaining this association. But as the rectitude of these acts in Mr. Francis 
is to bo judged upon very different principles from those in which he has a 
common concern with Mr. Whelei’, I shall consider them solely as his, and 
reply to them accordingly. Indeed I have no doubt of their being all the 
entire composition of Mr. Francis. They are not the less his by this apparent 
division of the property ; and his name affixed to them gives me the right of 
I'cgarding them as entirely his. 

I did hope that the intimation conveyed in my last minute would have 
awakened in Mr. Frances’s breast, if it were susceptible of such sensations, a 
consciousness of the faithless part which he was acting towards me. I have 
been disappointed, and must now assume a plainer style and a louder tone. In 
a word, my objections do not lie to the special matter of his minutes, to which 
I shall separately rci)]y, but to the spirit of opposition which dictated them. I 
have lately olfered various plans for the operations of the war. These have 
been successively rejected as I have successively amended and endeavored 
to accommodate them to Mr. Francis’s objections. I had a right to his implicit 
acquiescence. I have lastly proposed a service requiring immediate execution, 
and I have freed it from the only objection formally made to it. 

In answer, he says that he adheres to the reasons which had before induced 
him to withhold his consent, and composedly invites me to lay before the Board 
a complete detail of the plan for conducting the war, a comparative state 
of the whole of the object with the whole of the means of attaining it, and the 
finn.1 extent of my demands on the Mahrattas, or what concession I would make 
to them : and he promises to enter into the consideration of these points with 
the utmost candour. If his design in this enquiry was simply to gain informa- 
tion, I might refer him to the large and confidential discussions in which I have 
laid all my views open to his, with all the grounds on which they were formed, 
if his purpose was to enable him to form a more clear or competent judg- 
ment of the plans which I have proposed, its object would be lost in the time 
required for the deliberation. But in truth I do not trust to his promise of 
candour, convinced that he is incapable of it, and that his sole purpose and 
wish are to embarrass and defeat every measure which I may undertake or 
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which, may tend even to promote the public interests, if my credit is connected 
with them. Such has been the tendency, and such the manifest spirit of all 
his actions from the beginning. Almost every measure proposed by me has for 
that reason had his opposition to it. "When carried against his opposition, and 
too Car engaged to .be withdrawn, yet even then and in every stage of it, his 
labours to overcome it have been unremitted ; every disappointment and misfor- 
tune have been aggravated by him, and every fabricated tale of armies devoted 
to famine or to massacre have found their first and ready way to his office, 
where it was known they would meet the most welcome reception. To the 
same design may be attributed the annual computations of declining finances 
and an exhausted treasury, computations which though made in the time of 
abundance must verge to truth at last, from the effect of a discordant govern- 
ment, not a constitutional decay. To the same design shall I attribute the 
policy of accelerating the boded event, and creating an artificial want, by 
keeping up an useless hoard of treasure, and withholding it from a temporary 
circulation. 

I am aware of the answer which will be made to these imputations and 
I will anticipate it. Mr. Francis may safely deny them, for they are incapable 
of positive evidence. He may complain of the injustice and indecency of as- 
suming the interpretation of his thoughts, and assigning intentions to him, 
upon the reality of which he alone can pronounce with certainty. He may 
claim an equal right to recriminate upon me, and to pass the same free judg- 
ment upon the motives which have influenced my public actions. Against 
such conclusions I trust that my character will be sufficient to defend me, 
unless some known instance of it can be produced as a warrant for them, and 
such I am certain do not exist, either known or unknown. 

My authority for the opinions which I have declared concerning Mr. 
Francis depends upon facts which have passed within my own certain know- 
ledge. I judge of his public conduct by my experience of his private, which I 
have found to be void of truth and honour. This is a severe charge, but tem- 
perately and deliberately made, from the firm persuasion that I owe this justice 
to the public and to myself, as the only redress to both, for artifices of which ! have 
=■, been a victim, and which threaten to involve their interests with disgrace and 
ruin. The only redress for a fraud for which the law has made no provisions 
is the exposure of it. I„proceed to the proofs of my allegation. 

In the latter end of the month of February last Mr. Francis concluded 
with me an engagement of which one Article alone is necessary to the present 
occasion. It is as follows : — 

“ Mr. Francis will not oppose any measures which the Governor- General 
shall recommend for the prosecution of the war in which we are supposed to 
be engaged with the Mahrattas, or for the general support of the present 
political system of this Government. Neither will he himself either propose, 
or vote with any other member who shall propose, any measure that shall be 
contrary to the Governor- General’s opinion on these points.” 

By the sanction of this engagement, and the liberal professions which 
accompanied it, I was seduced to part with the friend to whose generous and 
honorable support steadfastly yielded in a course of six years I am indebted 
for the existence of the little power which I have ever possessed in that long 
and disgraceful period, to throw myself on the mercy of Mr. Francis, and on 
the desperate hazard of his integrity. It was impossible to afford a stronger 
demonstration of the good faith with which I entered into this accommodation, 
nor of my confidence in his, than thus consenting to deprive myself of the 
means of breaking the engagement on my part, and of preventing the breach 
of it on his^ : and surely this difference in our relative situations ought to have 
impressed hina with a sense of what he owed to the delicacy attending it, and 
have made him dread even an approach towards the precise line of his obliga- 
tions, by the slightest advantage taken of my inability to repel it : and how 
much more ought it to have restrained him from the direct transgression of it I 

I must now revert to the Article of Mr. Francis’s engagement which I 
have recited above, and to the minutes lately delivered to the Board under the 
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signatures of Messieurs Francis and Wheler. On these I rest the proofs which 
I haye promise'd of the charge herein preferred against Mr. Fj*ancis. 

If it shall appear on a fair comparison of these evidences that Mr. Francis 
has faithfully adhered to his engagements, 1 haye wrongfully accused him. If 
on the contrary, it shall appear that in violation of these engagements he has 
opposed any measures which I have recommended for the prosecution of the 
war in which we are engaged with the Mahrattas, or for the general support of 
the present political system of this Government, or that he has either himself 
proposed or joined with another member in proposing a measure contrary to 
my opinion on these points, my' charge is established. I wish to avoid a 
repetition of the terms of it. 

* WAEEEN HASTINGS. 


Ordered that this minute be circulated. 

The Governor-General, — Notwithstanding -the ill-success which my for- 
mer motions have met with relative to Major Camao’s detachment, I must again 
revert to the proposition made by me to the Board on the 19th ultimo, for the 
extension of the powers to he given to Major Oamac in the manner expressed 
in my proposed draft of his instructions delivered in on that day, and I accord- 
ingly now move that those instructions be granted to him. 

I have, little to say in addition to the former arguments which I have 
urged in support of the principal measure presented in them, but that it appears 
to me more necessary at this time to create such d diversion by the declaration 
lately made by Hyder Ally Oawn, or at least too strongly implied to admit a 
doubt of its intended construction, in his letter recorded in the last consultation. 
Every accumulation of dilSeulty requires an additional exertion. For the same 
reason I move that the order for x’educing Captain Popham’s detachment be 
repealed, and that it be formed into three regular battalions to be conjmanded 
by the three senior Captains now with that corps ; *but as I understand the Com- 
mander-in-Chief left Lucknow on the 6th instant, and is proceeding with all . 
possible expedition to the Presidency, I do not think it necessary to follow this 
motion with any proposal for the disposition of this corps until his arrival. 

Mr. Whelbr, — No arguments are used by the Governor- General in his 
late proposition, in addition to those stated in his former minutes upon this 
subject, to induce me to alter my opinion respecting the first instructions to 
Major Oamac. I must therefore adhere to it. I must confess the Governor- 
General’s second proposition is accompanied with a forcible argument ; times 
of war and public calamity are certainly not the times for diminishing our 
military force, more especially as we have every reason to believe (both from 
the late declarations which Hyder Ally has made to this Government, and also 

from the particular measures which that 
Chief has lately pursued in relation to us) 
that an open rupture betwixt him and the Company is not very distant. 

I therefore readily coincide with’ the Governor-General in repealing the 
order for the reduction of Captain Popham’s detachment, and that it be formed 
into three regular battalions to be commanded by the three senior Captains now 
with that corps. • . 


The above proposition being lesolved in the affirmative, the following instructions are issued to 

Major Camac. 

. — Having appointed you to the command of a detachment ordered to be 

formed of four battalions of sepoys, three 
Xo Mnjor Jacob amao. which are to be fumished from the 

army stationed at Cawnpore, and the fourth the battalion of light infantry 
commanded by .Captain James Browne, we direct you to proceed to Cawnpore, 
or to the station of that detachment, wherever it may be, and to conduct it 
without loss of time into the dominions of the Bana of Gohud, there to relieve 
the corps now under the command of Captain Popham in that quarter. 

645 F. J>. 
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The Rana of Gohud having in virtue of a treaty lately concluded Between 
him and this Gov.ernment, required the aid of a military force on the part of 
this Government for the defence of his country against the Mahrattas who had 
invaded it, Captain Popham was appointed to this. service, and to this you now 
succeed. We therefore'direct that you comply with such requisitions as shall 
be made to you by the Rana for this, and for such other, conditions- as he is 
entitled to demand by the treaty, and shall be practiqahle with the fdrce under 
your conamand. 

Whenever the Rana shall have no further service for the detachment, and 
shall dismiss it in the manner prescribed by* the treaty, and no occasion shall 
present itself for the employment of the detachment in promoting the general 
success of the war in which we ai'e engaged with the Mahratta State, you are 
forthwith to return with it into the dominions of the Nabob of Oude, and there 
wait for further orders. And if before your march into • Gohud you shall 
receive an intimation from him in writing that he shall not require the assist- 
ance of your detachment, you will in like manner suspend your march, and 
wait for further orders. 

But as the first design of this Government in the alliance lately formed 
with the Rana of Gohud was to distress the Mahratta State by a diminution of 
their power, revenue, and influence, and, by uniting with other powers in 
enmity with them, to divert. and weaken their operations; and as the Mahratta 
dominions, which lie contiguous to Gohud, appertain to Mahaji Scindia and 
Tuccojee Hoolkar, the two principal Rulers of that State, and the leaders of 
the army employed to oppose General Goddard, we authorize and instruct 
you, in case you shall judge it practicable and expedient, to carry the war 
immediately into that quarter, requiring from the Rana the proportion of 
cavalry stipulated by the treaty to be furnished by him for such a service, or 
in case of his inability, whether from the season of the year, or from whatever 
other cause, to fulfil this condition in its complete extent, to require and 
accept from him such other aid in furnishing provisions and in forming maga- 
zine of grain, and other means uf subsistence and communication, as you shall 
3udge equivalent to it. 

Bor your guidance in maintaining the relation of your command to the 
Rana of Gohud, 'we herewith deliver to you a copy of the treaty executed, 
with him, and we require and enjoin you to conform to it with the most scrupu- 
lous and literal exactness. 

If any case shall occur for which we have not provided by these instruc- 
tions, and which shall not be contrary to them, we empower you to act therein 
according to your own judgment ; in all others, these instructions are positive, 
and must be implicitly obeyed. 

The Commissary-General having drawn out an establishment for your 
detachment, which meets with our approbation, we transmit it to you, desiring 
at the same time that you do not on any account suffer the smallest alteration 
or deviation to be made in it. 

Bobt William, 

The im June 1780. 


Resolved in the terms of the proposition, vis., that the sepoy drafts composing the detachment, 
under the command of Captain Popham he formed immediately into three regular 
battalions, of the same strength as those attached to the brigades, and. that the three 
senior Captains now serving in that detachment be appointed to the command of them. 

Resolved also that the Commander-in-Chief be requested to , issue the necessary orders for 
carrying into imnaediate execution the above Resolution. 

QovBRNOE-GBNBfiAL,— Not having yet received any positive advices tend- 
ing to ascertain the' destination of the. Mahratta ^rmy lately sent from Nag- 
pore and now at Oateck, and deeming it necessary to make some early provision 
for guarding against their incursions into these provinces from which they are 
only distant a few days’ march— ■! move that the first battalion of sepoys for 
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duty at the Presidency be ordered to proceed to JeUasore, or to such place as 
the Oommandmg Officer may deem most eligible, for the purpose of securing 
th,e boats on ■ the Subanreeka should they attempt to cross that river, and 
to watch their motions, I do not mean this as a force sufficient to repel any 
attempts that may be made by this army, but a necessary and sufficient pre- 
caution for the present.. 

The above proposition being agreed to, it is resolved that the battalion 
first for duty at the Presidency be ordered to be held in readiness to march at 
a moment’s warning and that the Commanding Officer of the first brigade be 
directed to issue the necessary instructions to the Officer Commanding it to 
march to J ellasore, or to such statin as may be deemed most eligible for the 
purpose of watching the motions of the Mahrattas, and of securing the boats on 
the Subanreeka should they attempt to cross that river. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 11th September 1780. 

Monday. At a Council, Pebsbnt : 

The Hon’blb Wabeen Hastings, Governor- General, President, 
Philip Feancis, Esq. 

Edwaed Whblek, Esq. 

Libutenant-Geneeal Sib Eyeb Coote, K. B. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 7th instant. 


Mk. Francis delivers in the following minute in reply to that of the Governor-General’ 

^ recorded on the 20th J uly. 

Me. Feancis, — The main question, .between Mr. Hastings and me, can be 
referred to no other test but the public opinion of our respective characters : . 
I appeal cheerfully to that test, and am ready to abide by the event of it. On 
‘the point in issue, I can only declare, as I do now in the most solemn manner, 
that I never was party to the engagement, stated by Mr. Hastings, or had a 
thought of being bound by it. • In one of our conversations in February last, 
he desired me to read a paper of memorandums, among which I presume this 
article was inserted. I returned it to him the moment I had read it, with ^ a 
declaration that I did not agree to, or hold myself bound by the contents of it, 
or to that effect. From that time I have never seen the paper. I never had a 
copy of it, nor have I a positive recollection of anything it contained. The 
agreement I meant to enter into, with respect to the Mahratta War, was, to 
prosecute the operations actually existing on the Malabar Coasti which, since 
the campaign was begun, and General Goddard had already taken the field, I 
thought .should be pushed as vigorously as possible. I have no ffirect evi- 
dence to produce in support of this declaration; but I imagine it will be 
strengthened, in jsome degree, by the following considerations : It is not said 
that the plan of another expedition from the upper country into Malva, or any 
■ other part of the Mahratta dominions, on that side of India, had ever been sug- 
gested to me. The E-esolutions of the 29th May last, formed'on the Governor- 
tJeneral's own propositions, constitute, as I think, a strong presunaption that, 
up to that period, the Governor- General had not had that measure in contem- 
plation, or that he must then have abandoned all thoughts of it. On that day 
it was unanimously resolved that Captain Popham’s detachment should be 
. recalled, and reduced, and that he should be relieved by four battalions under 
Major Oamac. In this arrangement nothing appears to have been in the view 

of the Board, but to diminish the public expense, without departing from the 

tenns of the treaty with the Ranapof Gohud. Our letters of the 28th of April to 
the Presidency of Botubay, to Brigadier^-Geueral Goddard, and to the Oomman- 
der-in-Ohief express the unanimous opinion of the Board, that our resources 
were no longer equal to the. payment of General Goddard's army without 
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draining Bengal entirely •of its, specie, and that no requisition on the other side 
of India could compensate for the distresses which a continuance of the tear, at 
the present expense, would bring upon the Company. This indeed has been 
invariahly my opinion, but the Governor concurred in it, and drew up the 
letters himself. The evidence I appeal to is public, and authentic. It is not 
for me to determine how far it ought to be deemed conclusive. 

The observations which I must now proceed to offer on some passage in 
the Governor- General’s minute shall be as short, and moderate as I can make 
them. I mean to lead the reflections of others from fair presumptions to 
probable conclusions, which is all that the case will admit of ; and by no means 
to engage myself, or the Governor in any further controversy. 

I am not acquainted with the Governor- General’s plan for carrying on 
the war, from what funds it is to be supported, or on what terms he would 
make peace. It seems to me that the demand from two Members of the Bpard 
was regular, and in its place. A very few words would have.been sufficient to 
tell us, what were to be the final objects of the war. I would not venture to 
state the loose discourses of a private conversation, if I recollected them, on a 
subject of such very great importance, nor can I agree, that the object of the- 
question would 'be lost in the time required for deliberation. 

2. The Governor-General’s minute of the 28th of last month, and the 
letter frona the Board of Trade of the 22nd, are sufficient to prove that my 
annual computations of declining finances, and an exhausted treasury were 
well founded. Every department of the public service is, and has been for 
several months in arrear. As to the deposit in the new fort, it was placed 
there at my motion, but long after Colonel Monson’s death, and with the 
Governor’s consent, and approbation. In the Secret Consultation of the 21st 
of May 1778, he speaks of it as a fund which we appropriated for our own 
extraordinary occasions, and which we should not break in upon for 
any other service. I cannot conceive, that I am hostile to Mr. Hastings in 
adhering to the opinion, which I constantly, and uniformly delivered on this 
subject. 

3. The evidence of the charge against me is drawn from a paper written 
by the Governor himself, of which I never had a copy, though from the manner 
in which the quotation is introduced, it might naturally be taken for an article 
in some formal treaty between us. This is said to be the proof of Ms allega- 
tion, that is, the charge, and the proof stand on the same ground. In another 
place he admits that his imputations are incapable of positive evidence. I 
submit. to judgment whether it even be presumptive, except of his own 
thoughts, or intentions, which I do not mean to question. How would he 
receive, or how would he answer accusation against himself, no better supported 
than this ? 

4. I submit to judgment whether, the engagement, as stated by Mr. 
Hastings, does not prove too much against me. Under terms of it, I must 
have consented to the march of every battalion on the Bengal establishment 
to the Malabar Coast, if Mr- Hastings thought fit to propose it, or to any 
other measure whatsoever, without exception, or limitation, which he might 
have recommended for the support, and continuance of the war. Prom the date 
of the agreement, I at once renounce all my former declarations, and opinions, 
and all choice, will, and judgment for the future. Some men, perhaps, may 
think me capable of such an act. ‘ I hope and believe they arc not many. ‘But 
no man who knows anything of the world, will think it possible that I would 
sacrifice myself in so gross a manner, without some secret adequate compensa- 
tion, if any coippensation could be equal to it. On this head I have no other 
evidence to appeal to, and I desire no better, than Mr. Hastings himself. If 
an;^hing was done, or proposed by me, for my advantage, directly, or indirectly, 
or if anything was done, or proposed for the advantage of any other person 
whatsoever, beyond what was publicly known and avowed (I mean the re- 
instatement of Mahomed Reza Cawn, Mr. Erancis Eowke, and Mr. Bristow in 
conformity to the Company’s orders), I call upon him to declare it. That of 
Mr. Bristow was the only point of the three, which I yielded to suspend until 
the month of October, or until the first advices of the season from .the Court 
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of Directors. In the actual situation of afPairs here, and with the alarming 
and calamitous accounts we had then lately received from England, I thought 
that some agreement between Mr. Hastings, Mr. Wheler, and myself was essen- 
tially necessary to the public safety. I therefore met Mr. Hastings with a 
sincere disposition to come to an agreement, and to forward it by every facility 
on my part, during the whole course of the transaction. Nothing of any moment 
was said or done without Mr. Wheler’s knowledge and participation. 

With respect to Mr. Barwell’s deposition and the inferences drawn from it, 
it is a subject of which no man at home can judge so well as they who are on 
the spot and see what passes : the little I shall say of it, is offered as matter of 
opinion, not evidence. I believe it, for instance, to be the opinion of many well- 
informed persons in this settlement, as it is now firmly my own, that Mr. 
Barwell was determined to go home last season at all events, and that the 
Swallow was kept for several months on purpose for him. If so, Mr. Hastings 
gained something, and could lose nothing by his agreement with me. But as 
Mr. Barwell’s going home was never demanded by me, nor ever entered into the 
agreement, I have no concern in Mr. Hastings’ motives for consenting to it. 

■ If I deserved the character attributed to me, I should not acknowledge, 
as I do, the force of an argument deduced by Mr. Hastings from the defenceless 
condition in which he was supposed to be left by Mr. Barwell’s departure. 
Tt is such an argument as can only be felt by a man of honour. I admit the 
principle laid down by Mr. Hastings as far as it can be urged with any color 
of reason or justice. Whether I have departed from it, or not, is a question of 
fact. Let it only be observed that such a principle is as liable to be abused 
on one side as to be violated on the other. Push the inferences from it as far 
as they will go, and who does not see that a tyranny may be erected by it 
over the mind of a man of nice sensibility and fearful of reproach ? With 
such a weapon so exercised Mr. Hastings would possess a power which he 
assuredly never had while Mr. Barwell was in the country. 

The whole of this unfortunate question between Mr. Hastings and me 
must some time or other appear before the public. I do not wish to prej'udice 
the mind of any man against him- My conduct perhaps may be condemned 
on other grounds, but I do not see how it can be fairly imputed to base or 
interested views. The cause which I have hitherto endeavoured to maintain 
is not mine; I have no greater personal concern in it than any other members of 
the community. After all, what is it to me more than to any other man, 
whether there be a Mahratta war or not, or in what manner it is conducted ? 

The 11th September 1780. P. EBANOIS. 


Mr. Whblbu delivers in the following minute. 

Me. Whelee, — It is not without some pain that, in obedience to the 

dictates of my judgment, I beg leave to refer to 
the Governor- General’ 8 minute of the third of July, 
in order to offer a few remarks to the introductory part, which alone has 
relation to me. If the Governor-General does not in that part leave it to 
be imagined that I professed sentiments which were not my own, he at least 
takes it for granted that there is something extraordinary in the question of 
my name with Mr. Francis’s in the opinions we have delivered respecting the 
Mahratta War ; to this inference I deem it my duty to object. It is not in my 
apprehension perfectly in accord with that freedom which essentially belongs 
to every gentleman who is entrusted with a seat at this Board, namely that of 
delivering such opinions as he judges proJ)er, and in a manner most agreeable 
to himself. The minutes to which I have subscribed were the results of my 
own reflections ; and the only opinions I have entertained on the subject of the 
Mahratta war ; so long as I deliver opinions thus genuine, it is a question of no 
moment in what form they are presented. If my actions or private discourses 
have been contrary to my public opinions, then and then only is there any 
ground given for questioning the sincerity or diminishing the credit. I have 
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tliouglit alike with Mr. Francis on a particular subject, and therefore we sub- 
scribed to the same opinions, and I hope so often as I hare the pleasure of 
agreeing with the Governor-General,^ he will give m*e credit for following the 
dictates of my judgment only, believing that I shall join in no opinion con- 
trary to my own sentiments or inconsistent with my own honour. I beg leave 
to remind the Governor- General that this is no new language with me, having 
spoken clearly to the same purport before. 

Whatever difference of sentiment may arise between the several Menabers 
of this Government in discharge of the great trust reposed in them, (and differ- 
ences will sometimes unavoidably happen), it shall always be my study and 
endeavour to preserve candor and moderation in our Councils. No other 
temper, I am certain, can extricate us from our present difficulties, or bring us 
heartily to unite in one object — the good of the public. 

E. WHELER. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 25th September 1780. 

Monday. Ax a. Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Etre Coot'e, K.B. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 23nd instant. 
The Governor-General delivers in the following minute. 


Governor-General, — This is not a time either for long deliberation at 
, ^ , home or the formal and tedious process of nogotia- 

Mmute from t e ovamor- enera . abroad. The Calamity wliich lias befallen us 

upon the Coast, and the alarming superiority which Haidar Ali Cawn has 
acquired in the Carnatic, the despondency of the Government of Fort St. George, 
the consternation and distrust which seems to have spread themselves among 
all those who are subject to its authority, its utter want of present means and 
resources, the diminution of their military strength, and its declared insuffi- 
ciency for the war which it is to sustain, and above all the authentic informa- 
tions which we have received of a great naval and military armament pre- 
pared by the Court of France and destined beyond all doubt to co-operate with 
Haidar Ali, demand the most instant, powerful, and even hazardous exertions 
of this Government to avert the event portended by so many concurrent diffi- 
culties. To this point every other consideration must now give place. With- 
out further preface I propose the following resolutions — 


1st. — ^That the sum of fifteen lacks of rupees be immediately sent to Fort 
St. George in specie, and laden for that purpose in the Hon’ble Company’s 
Ship Duke of Kingston, and the other vessels which are now on the point of 
sailing for Madras. 

2nd. — ^That the treasure deposited in the new fort, including the moiety 
lately taken from it, be all replaced in the general treasury, to be applied to 
the preceding purpose and other exigencies of this Government. 


Brd. — That a large detachment of European infantry and artillery be 
immediately sent to Fort St. Geerge by the Duke of Kingston and the other 
vessels which are now on the point of sailing for Madras. 

To this proposition, as a necessary and essential part of it, I must add the 
following, viz., that the Commander-in-Ohief be requested, and I do for my 
own part make it my most earnest and particular request, that he will proceed 
himself immediately to the Coast, and take the command of the army on that 
establishment. 
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[The Oommander-in-Chief will pardon this formal and ofiSeial solicitation. 
I know the ardor of his zeal for the public service, and that this principle will 
of itself impel him wherever it shall most require his presence ; but I think 
this a case in which it would mark too great an indifference to the public 
welfare, and too cold a sense of the utility of his services, to leave the offer of 
them to his unsolicited option. I make no scruple to avow that although I 
am convinced that the danger impending on our interests in the Carnatic might 
be easily repelled even with the force which it already possesses for its defence, 
yet I cannot place any reliance upon it, unless it shall be properly applied and 
conducted," that I do not think it has been properly applied, nor expect that 
it will be properly conducted, unless Sir Coote will at this crisis stand forth 
and vindicate in his own person the rights and honor of the British arms. 
I mean not to compliment. It is military experience, and above all the high 
estimation in which his name is held by the world, and especially by that part 
of it where it was principally acquired, mark him as the only possible instru- 
ment to retrieve our past disgraces, or to preserve the British interests and pos- 
sessions in the Carnatic from utter ruin. Our armies which have been so long 
formed to the habits of conquest, will not easily recover from the impression 
of the dreadful reverse which has lately befallen them, nor be brought to act 
with their former confidence under unsuccessful commanders. The addition 
of numbers will not relieve their apprehensions, and will not but contribute to 
oppress the hands which have been already proved too weak to sustain the 
weight of an inferior charge.] 

Mh . — That an immediate offer of peace be made to the Mahratta State in 
the mode and on the conditions following, tis . — That as the Ministers of that 
State have professed a desire for peace which has been equally the wish of this 
Government even from the commencement of the war, and as the attainment 
of it seems to have been hitherto impeded by the difficulty of managing a 
negotiation betw'een the principals situated at so great a distance from each 
other, to preclude all further delays we do at the same time offer peace and 
bind ourselves to the observance of it on their acceptance and ratification of 
the following conditions, vis : — 

1st . — That all acquisitions made by our forces in the course of the war 
and retained in our possession as the property of the Company shall be delivered 
up and restored to the same footing as that on which it stood before the com- 
monooment of the war ; but that such as have been conquered and ceded to 
others in virtue of formal treaties shall remain and be confirmed to the persons 
to whom they were so ceded, and the treaties concluded with them remain firm 
and inviolable. 

Snd . — That a provision be made for the maintenance of Eaghonath Eow 
during his life, and that he shall be permitted to reside wherever he pleases, 
excepting at Bombay, or any place nearer to Bombay than Surat, but shaB 
receive no assistance from the Governor- General and Council of Bengal, nor 
from any other Presidency of the Company ; nor if he shall choose any of the 
Company’s Presidencies or settlements for the place of his residence, shall he 
be permitted to re-assert his pretensions to the administration of the Mahratta 
State without the entire and universal consent and requisition of all the Mem- 
bers of the State who are included as parties in this treaty. 

3rd . — That the Peshwa and rulers of the Mahratta State shall agree to an 
alliance offensive and defensive with the Company against the French and 
Haidar Ali Cawn, and shall immediately employ their forces in conjunction 
with ours in the invasion of his dominions, and in the prosecution of such 
operations against him, as the circumstances of the war, and the judgment of 
those who have the conduct of it, on both sides, shall determine ; and if in the 
course of it any acquisitions of territory shall be made ; these shall be equally 
shared between the parties to this engagement in such manner as shall be most 
suitable to the situation and contiguity of the places or dominions at this time 
respectively held by them. 

That if the Peshwa will not agree to the proposed alliance, peace be 
nevertheless concluded, each party retaining what it hath acquired, or that a 
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suspension of hostilities shall take place on both sides during one year from the 
date of the treaty for the purpose of negotiating the terms of a future and 
perpetual adjustment. 

— That the treaty shall he concluded with the mediation and guarantee 
of Raja Moodajee Boosla, who shall he a subscribing party to it, and shall hind 
himself and his successors to the faithful observance and support of it. 

6th . — That the treaty shall he sealed, signed, and sanctified by the respec- 
tive parties to it with the most solemn oaths prescribed by their respective 
religions. 

— That one copy of the treaty executed in the manner above pre- 
scribed by the Governor General and Council of Bengal being received by the 
Peshwa or his Ministers, two copies or counterparts thereof shall be in like 
manner executed by the Peshwa and principal Rulers of the Mahratta State and 
Raja Moodajee Boosla as the guarantee to it in the manner above mentioned 
and shall be transmitted, one to the Government of Bombay, and the other to 
General Goddard, or to the ofidcer commanding the detachment sent from 
Bengal ; that all hostilities may immediately cease on both sides, and each pro- 
vide for the due execution of the treaty. But until the treaty be thus ratified 
on the part of the Peshwa, it shall not be binding on the Governor-General and 
Council, neither shall it be binding unless it shall be so ratified within two 
mouths after the receipt of it. 

8th . — That a letter be written to the President and Select Committee of 
Bombay, and a similar order to General Goddard and Major Camac, requiring 
and commanding them immediately to suspend all hostilities and military 
operations on receipt of a reqqisition in writing to that effect, and a notification 
from the Peshwa that the like order has been given on his part to the officers 
commanding his armies ; and that the Peshwa be advised of those orders, 
that if desirous of peace he may make the said requisition and notification 
accordingly. 

9th . — That the treaty being executed by the Governor-General and Council 
in the manner specified by the 6th and 7th Articles of the fourth resolution, it 
be forwarded to Moodajee Boosla with two blank copies of it, that if he should 
approve of it, it may be previously ratified on his part as guarantee, and trans- 
mitted with the treaty executed by this Government to the Peshwa for his 
ratification in the manner prescribed by the 6th and 7th Articles of the fourth 
resolution. 

This is all I propose as immediately necessary. The Commander-ia-Ohief 
will offer such a plan for the distribution of our troops and other military 
arrangements as appertain to his separate province. 

Other subsidiary measures may be the subjects of future deliberations. 

Agreed that the consideration of the foregoing propositions be deferred 
rmtil the next meeting. 

The Board adjourn till tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 26th September to 

28th December 1780. 


Secret Dept. Tort William, the 26th September 1780. 

Tuesday. • Ax a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings-, Governor- General, President. 
Philip Pbanois, Esq. 

Eewarh Wheler, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, K.B. 

The Hoard meet agreeable to adjourumeiit. 


Mr. Praiicis delivers in the following minute on the propositions recorded by the Governor- 

Geueral on yosterday^s proceedings. 

Mr. Eranois. — I am earnestly desirous of giving every assistance and relief 
Mr Francis. Presidency of Port St. George that prudence 

and a due regard to our own safety will admit of. 
Our endeavours to provide for the security of the Company’s other possessions in 
India should always he guided and limited by the fundamental principle laid 
down for us by the Court of Directors in our general instructions to make the 
safety and %)ros'perUy of Bengal the principal object of all our deliberations and 
resoluliohs, and I trust that the Board will not lose sight of this principle in 
the present debate. 

1st. — I see many ohloctions to the Governor-General’s first proposition. The 
siim of 15 lacks in specie is much too great for this Government to spare from 
its own pi’cssing occasions, nor do I think that so groat a sum ought to he trusted 
at once to the gentlemen of Madras if our Treasury were full. If we supply 
them gradually and with moderation, it is probable that they may apply our 
money with economy to the service for whicli we intend it. If not, I very 
much fear that it will not only he misapplied, hut wasted. Before we part 
with anything, wo ought to look into the state of our Treasury and see what 
supplies can be alforded from it consistently with the immediate demands and 
other indispensable services of this Government. 

We had yesterday an apparent balance of 4s4s lacks of current rupees, 
* 4 , 65 ,iofi including hills* receivable, unsortedf treasure, and 

1 1,26,990. deposits of private property to the amount of cur- 

rent rupees 16,61,653. This is our actually existing fund. The Paymaster- 
GencraPs immediate demand on ’this fund is for 17,59,556; other orders 
unpaid amount to current rupees 15,91,411. The Civil Service, I believe, is uni- 
versally in arrear. The artillery, lascars, the artificers, and all the sepoy battalions, 
except one, are in three months in arrear. On the fifth of next month the Pay- 
master-General will call upon us for current rupees 6,47,000 excliisive of any 
hills that may he drawn hy General Goddard or Major Oamao. Put these 
demand.s together and see in what state we shall be left when they are satisfied, 
as some of them at least must be without delay. In effect we have no fund to 
meet our own most pressing expenses, nor do .1 see hy what means it will he 
possible to create such a fund as our situation requires. Before wo have a con- 
siderable sum in hand I would not undertake to send large supplies to the 
other presidencies ; for these reasons I think that the present supply for Eort 
St. George should not exceed half the sum proposed, nor could anything hut 
their pressing necessities extort even this sum from me in the present state of 
our Treasury. 
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— If it depended on me, I would rather take measures to increase the 
deposit in the new fort than proclaim our distress to all India by taking away 
the little residue now left there. It is a dreadful consideration that a Govern- 
ment such as this should not at all times have a reserve of 20 or 30 lacks in 
specie at its command. 

3;.(2,_On the first part of the third proposition I must submit to the 
judgment of the Commander-in- Chief whether a large detachment of European 
infantry and artillery can he spared with safety from the defence of Fort 
William and of these provinces. It is not ascertained by what conveyance 
they are to be sent. The Kingston it is said may be ready in ten days, but this is 
the only ship now under orders for sailing, and it is to be feared that even she 
will arrive on the coast at a time when it may be very difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to land either the stores or men. I deem this to be a point of very great 
consequence, and I hope the Board will attend to it. As the Governor- General 
declares that he is convinced that the' danger impending on our interests in the 
Qarnatio might he easily repelled even with the force which it already possesses 
for its defence, if properly conducted, I concur in the request proposed to Sir 
Eyre Ooote, hut I do not see the same necessity for sending a reinforcement of 
troops. 

4th^ — I agree to the 4ith proposition with the following reservations, viz. : — 
That all acquisitions whatever on the Malabar Coast made by us since the last 
rupture with the Poonah Government shall be restored. I would not continue 
the war for the sake of keeping Putty Sing in possession of any part of Guzerat. 
With respect to the Eana of Gohud, I would secure him, if possible, in the 
possession of whatever is properly his own dominions. But I would keep 
Gwalior, which is a royal fortress, to he made use of in our accommodation with 
the Mharattas, that is, I would exchange it for Bassine and garrison it until that 
point can be accomplished. I agree to the article respecting Bagonaut Bow, 
except that he should not be permitted to reside at Bombay. And if he coulcl 
be removed entirely from that coast to some other residence, I think that our 
principal cause and instrument of future quarrel with the Mahrattas would 
be thereby removed. 

On the 3rd and 4th articles of the 4th proposition I am of opinion that wo 
ought to make peace with the Mharattas at all events, because I deem it a case 
of indispensable necessity, which supersedes all other considerations. It is un- 
doubtedly much to be desired that they should join with us against Hyder Ally, 
but in our present circumstances it is of itself a point of so much consequence, 
and will give us so great a relief to put an end to the war with the Mharattas, 
that I think it ought not to be embarrassed with any conditions which they can 
reasonably refuse : all they desire, as I understand, is that we should restort; 
them their property; they are content to sit down with the heavy losses and 
distresses they have suffered in the course of our different invasions of their 
country. I shall not object to the mode proposed for obtaining a speedy determin- 
ation of the question whether the Mharattas will accede to our proposals or 
not : the Governor-General knows better than I do what depe*ndencc is to be 
placqd on the zeal and friendship of Moodajee Boosla. For my own part, I 
fear delays, and am inclined to think that if Major Bopham or some other 
officer from that quarter were sent to Poonah with the treaty in his hand, it 
would be the shortest course, and the most likely to succeed. 

I submit to the Board whether in case the Mharattas should not join in 
an offensive alliance with us, it would not be proper to insert an article in the 
treaty to provide for the free passage of General Goddard’s army through their 
country, in' its return home, supposing we should at any time think fit to 
demand it, I have not mentioned the recall of Major Carnac’s detachment, nor 
anything that relates to the arrangement of the troops for the defence of these 
provinces, especially to the southward towards Cuttack, as I now understand 
that these points have been duly attended to by the Commauder-in-Chief, in 
whose care and judgment I confide. I think it would be proper to recommend 
it to Sir Eyre Ooote to insist on the restoration of Mr. Hollond to his rank in 
the Company’s serviee, from which he was dismissed by a most arbitrary and 
unjust resolution of a majority of the Select Committee formed by the casting 
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voice of the President. It was an indignity to this Government, which we ought 
to resent, as well as an injury to Mr. Hollond, which we are particularly hound 
to repair, since it was drawn upon him by his compliance with our instructions. 
I need hardly add that in the present juncture his services at the Nizam’s Court 
may he turned to the most advantageous account. An offensive alliance with 
this Prince seems to me one of the first objects to be aimed at, and with some 
concessions, which in effect would cost us nothing, I should think it might he 
easily accomplished. 

But there still is another point which I deem essential to the success of 
every measure we take for the defence of the Carnatic, and which I must again 
beg leave to bring into view. I mentioned it yesterday in discourse, and if we are 
Txnanimous I should have no scruple to record my opinion of it. If we are 
not unanimous, the subject had better not be mentioned. 

These ideas are thrown together I confess with much less care and delibera- 
tion than the importance of the subject of them demanded. The shortness of 
the interval since the close of yesterday’s Council obliges me to defer enter- 
ing into many other important considerations which are suggested to me by a 
general view of our situations. 

I beg leave to annex an abstract state of our treasury, with the present 
immediate demands upon it. 

State of the Treasury, 25th September 1780-~whole balance current rupees 44,12,895-10-6. 




a. 

P- 

Deduct^ deposits of private property • . . . 

16,51,653 

15 

1 

Orders to tlie Military Paymaster-General unpaid 

17,59,556 

0 

0 

Orders of Civil establishments unpaid 

15,91,441 

0 

0 

Demand of the Military Paymaster-General for 

5,47,000 

0 

0 

the 5th next month. 

- 



Public officers for October estimated • 

2,60,000 

0 

0 


58,09,650 

15 

0 

2Gth September ordered this day to Madras 

15,00,000 

0 

0 


73,09,650 

16 

0 


S(5oret Dept. Fort William, the 10th October 1780. 

Tuesday. Ax a CotrNCiL, present: 

The IIok’jqlb Warren Hastings, Oovernor-General, '^resident. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Edward Whbler, Esq, 

Lietjtenant-Gj4nkral Sir Eyre Cootb, indisposed. 

Head and ap 2 >roved the Proceeditigs of the 9th instant. 


The Governor-General delivers in the following minute : — 

I have repeatedly, in the most express terms, declared at this Board, and 
particularly when our letters were written to the Select Committee of Fort St. 
G(:org (5 of the 12th June and the 21st August, that if the requisition contained 
in the first of those letters for the recall of the Company’s forces on that estab- 
lishment from the Circar of Gantoor, Mortazanagar and for the complete res- 
titution of that Circar to the Nabob Bazalet Jung was not literally obeyed, I 
would move the Board to assert the legal and necessary authority of this Gov- 
ernmemt by the suspension of the President of Fort St. George from his offilcej 
by virtue of the power vested in the Governor-General and Council for that pur- 
pose by the regulating Act of the 13tb of George the 3rd. 
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If the members of the Board are clear in their recollection of this declara- 
tion, I hope they -will by their public testimony confirm it, that the principle on 
which I now mean to carry it into effect may be proved, and that I may not be 
subjected to the imputation or suspicion of covering an act of popular resent- 
ment under a plea of j ustice applied to a remote and obsolete charge. 

Having thought this introductory explanation necessary for the vindica- 
tion of my own sentiments before expressed in so decided a manner upon this 
subject, I shall proceed to state verbatim that particular part of the Act of 
Parliament upon which I ground the plain, positive, and unquestionable right 
of this Board to exercise its controlling power over the other Presidencies : 
"And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid that the said Grovcrnor- 
General and Council or the major part of them shall have and they are hereby 
authorised to have power of superintending and controlling the government 
and management of the Presidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Boncoolen, 
respectively, so far and in so much that it shall not. be lawful for any President 
and Council of Madras, Bombay, or Beneoolen for the time being to make any 
orders for commencing hostilities, or declaring, or making war, against any 
Indian Princes or powers, or for negociating, or concluding any treaty of peace 
or other treaty with any such Indian princes or power, without the consent 
and approbation of the said Governor-General and Council first had and 
obtained, except in such cases of imminent necessity as would render it danger- 
ous to postpone such hostilities or treaties until the orders from the Governor- 
General and Council might arrive. And except in such cases whore the said 
President and Council respectively shall have received special orders from the 
said united Company any President and Council of Madras, Bombay, or 
Beneoolen, who shall offend in any of the cases aforesaid shall ho liable to b(^ 
suspended from his or tlieir ojGfice by the order of the said Governor-General 
and Council.” 

After the recital of the above clause a simple exposition of facts will best 
mark the conduct of the Select Committee of Port St. George in the instances 
to which I have alluded, and evince, I trust, the propriety of the motion with 
which I shall conclude. 

The first iutimation conveyed to us of the business relative to the Gantoor 
Cirear was in a letter from the Select Committee, dated 31st Hoccrnlscr 1778, in 
which after acquainting us “ that they wore thoroughly convinced of the neces- 
sity of removing the Prench troops from the service of Pazalot Jung, and that 
they had received certain' proposals from him relative to the Gantoor Cirear, to 
which they had returned such an answer as they thought proper and necessary 
on the occasion,*” they refer us to the letters from this Presidency, dated the 5tii 
July and 11th December 1776, in which they say " they find ample authority 
from us to the then Government to proceed in effecting the dismission of the 
French troops by treaty or in any other manner they might think proper.” 
"What this ample authority was, in what manner and in what terms it was 
conveyed, the letters themselves are the only proofs to establish ; and if from 
those letters and from other references it shall appear that not only the spirit 
hut even the letter of our instructions made the consent of tlie Nabob Nizam 
Ally Oawn indispensably necessary to the conclusion of any treaty with Bazalet 
Jung, the terms of general approval in which wo replied to the letter from the 
Select Committee of the 31st December 1778 cannot bo understood to commit 
us- for the sanction of any treaty afterwards ratified with Bazalet Jung without 
the knowledge or privity of the Nizam his superior. And that this was our fixed 
and settled opinion the letter from this Presidency dated the 23rd October 1775 
will sufficiently prove, wherein we express ourselves to this effect : “ As wo 

observe you have addressed the Nabob Nizam Ally Oawu, through your Presi- 
dent, in the terms we had suggested for the removal of the Europeans out of 
the Gantoor Cirear, and for the purpose of obtaining his consent for tlie reversion 
of that district to the Company, we shall wait to hear the result of that letter 
before we send you any further instructions upon that bead.” 

' ^ But even supposing it should be urged, on the other hand, by the Select Com- 
mittee in their defence that as they -transmitted us as early as it was in their 
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power copies of the proposals they had received from Bazalet Jung, and copy 
of the treaty intended to be concluded with him, and as our sanction was 
previously obtained to them, that they were therefore justified in the subsequent 
negociation which occasioned the present treaty, I beg leave to contend that in 
our answer to these propositions we approved generally ; and by a discretionary 
latitude being afforded to them to act as the principles of justice and the faith 
of nations required, any deviation from those principles, and that good faith 
wliich in the original letters of 1775 were pointed out and prescribed to them, 
and ought even, if not expressed, to have been so understood, in the very moment 
that it acquits us, throws the whole -responsibility upon them. But let us trace 
them a little further. Brom the 31st December*l778 to the 18th of February 
1780 (an interval of more than a twelvemonth) a total silence ensued on the 
part of the Select Committee ; but on the 18th February, recollecting that if it 
was incumbent upon them to obtain the sanction of the Gevernor- General and 
Council to the treaty with Bazalet Jung, it was equally proper to apprize them 
when it was actually concluded, they condescended to inform us at the distance 
of above nine montlxs from the time of its ratification “ that, in consequence of 
the sanction they received from us to enter into a defensive treaty with Bazalet 
Jung, in order to obtain possession of Gantoor Circar, they did in the month of 
April last execute such an agreement with him as appeared necessary at that 
time to secure the principal object, leaving it to a future period to settle the 
subordinate articles, and execute the treaty in form in virtue of that agreement 
(a copy of which is inclosed for our information). The Circar of Gantoor was 
granted to the Company at rent, and they, as required by the agreement, order- 
ed a detachment of troops to proceed into Bazalet Jung’s own territories for 
their protection in the room of Mr. Lally^s party which he had dismissed.” 
The very same letter from which the above quotation is taken proceeds in 
stating the difficulties which had arisen from the treaty having been settled in 
the manner it was with Bazalet Jung, and which it required no extraordinary 
portion of understanding to have foreseen must have arisen, when a dependent 
negociatcs with any other power, and executes a treaty without the participation 
or immediate consent of his sovereign. I pass over in this place as beneath the 
dignity of liberal investigation the apparent tenderness shewn to Bazalet Jung 
by stopping the march of the detachment, and thereby complying instantly (to 
use their own words) “ with that part of his request about which he seemed the 
most anxious, ” and the concealed policy in retaining possession of the Circar 
of Gantoor for the private purposes of the Nabob Wallu Jah, to whom it had 
been given at rent, and thereby fomenting the jealousy on the part of Hyder 
and Nizam Ally Cawn which had been therefore very properly urged by Bazalet 
Jung as an inducement in itself sufficient for delivering back the Circar and 
relieving him from his embarrassments. 

The Board being now able, from what has been already submitted to them, 
to judge for themselves, and knowing likewise what their subsequent instruc- 
tions have been, a declaration that the treaty entered into with Bazalet Jung 
without the participation or consent of the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn has had 
our sanction betrays* great wantonness and temerity without any foundation 
in truth. In proof of which allegation I revert to a minute delivered by me 
on the 25th October 1779, wherein I take notice of the original instructions 
transmitted by the Select Committee of Fort St. George to Mr. Hollond at 
Hydrabad, and the tenor of his subsequent orders which induced us to come to 
the umanimom resolution of interposing our authority ; and I then follow it 
with observing that when the original instructions were *' to explain to the 
'Nabob the nature and urgency of the impending negotiation with Bazalet Jung 
and to engage his concurrence in it, and his sanction to such engagements as 
might be concluded with Bazalet Jung, the treaty nevertheless with Balalet 
Jung was concluded and avowed without the participation of his immediate 
sovereign cmd their allyf 

I should neithesr have given myself the trouble of being so explicit respect- 
ing facts, nor should I have exercised the patience of the Board, if I did not 
think the other members of it equally solicitous with myself to vindicate the 
consistency of their deliberations, and to rescue their intentions from being 
either ignorantly or wilfully misconceived. 
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More is not wanting at present in order to complete this narrative as to the 
facts intended to he established by it, than merely to add that from a convic- 
tion of the necessity of the measure, we did on the 12th June positively direct 
that the Ciroar of Gantoor should be forthwith restored to Bazalet Jung. Though 
this req^uisition was made to the Select Committee of Bort St. Geoi'ge in such 
terms as rendered a single moment’s hesitation on their parts unjustifiable, 
they proceedt^d to such indecency as to suffer our letter of the 12th June to 
remain unanswered till the 3rd of September, frec[uent advices on other 
matters having in the intermediate space been transmitted. In their letters 
of the 3rd of September they acquaint us for the first time that the Cir- 
car of Gantoor had been rented to the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn, _a transac- 
tion for which we had before been indebted to private communication alone, 
and though it was the mainspring from which every secondary movement 
might be perfectly traced, it was industriously kept back, and only now 
brought to light for the sole purpose of sheltering an obstinate resistance to 
lawfril authority under a plea of political expediency. We^ are given to 
understand “ that they were disposed to comply with our requisition, but that 
difficulties were apprehended from an unwillingness in the Nabob to relin- 
quish his rights, that they had made such and such representations to the Nabob 
and whenever his answer should be received they would not fail to advise us.” 
We have patiently waited the issue of some determination or other from the 
3rd of September to the 17tb. Letters have been received from Lort St. Georgt*. 
dated the 17th without a syllable about the Gantoor Circar, such has been the 
conduct of the Select Committee of Tort St. George. To accomplish the treaty 
with Bazalet Jung, and by that means to secure the Gantoor Circar to Maho- 
med All y, they violated another treaty in actual existence between the Com- 
pany and the Nizam. When the knowledge of this business reached the Nizam, 
and when Bazalet Jung, too late convinced of the jealousy it had excited on 
the part of his brother and Hyder Ally, and finding himself surrounded with 
difficulties, the continuance of which portended everything dangerous to his 
affairs, desired to be released from the treaty, declaring at the same time his 
inability t6 fulfil it, they accept just as much of his request as it suited them 
to accept — they give orders for stopping the march of the detachment — but they 
retain possession of the Circar. Whereas from the moment that Bazalet Jung 
proclaimed his inability to fulfil the condition of the treaty, and desired not 
only that the march of the detachment should be stopped, but that the Circar 
should be given back to him, from that moment the treaty was ipso facto void 
and the Circar ought to have been restored, or it was binding in every part of it. 
In the second instance, therefore, they broke the treaty entered into with Bazalet 
Jung. But in the last instance their behaviour to this Government leaves them 
without the colour of an excuse. On the 12th June they receive a letter from 
the Supreme Board with positive injunctions to put a particular measure into 
execution ; they treat the orders with so much indifference as to postpone oarry^ 
ing them into effect, and think any time soon enough to say why they have not 
paid them obedience. When they do however resolve to say something (which 
was not till the 3rd September) , they content themselves with evading instant 
compliance under plea of difficulties started by the Nabob. But when it is 
recollected that the Select Committee in their letter of the 3rd September 
inform us that they had actually made representations to the Nabob, when we 
know that we have received letters from them, dated the 17th September, that 
even from their own account the letter they had written to the Nabob must 
nave been in his possession above a fortnight, and that from the 3rd of Septem- 
ber to the 17 th they delayed procuring any answer whatever, although a con- 
stant — ^I might almost add a daUy — communication subsisted between the Nabob 
and the Governor, and his residence was within the town walls, when it is 
evident that the subject of the letter from the Select Committee to the Nabob 
could not have comprised in it a number of specific articles which would have 
taken a length of time to reply to, that there could be no references to accounts 
no voluminous matter to wade through, nothing, in short, to which a tedious or 
minute examination was necessary — when we combine all these circumstances 
together and reflect that the letter could have contained simply one plain pro- 
position — whether or not the Nabob would give up the Gantoor Circar, which 
required not a day, no not an hour, to determine, I maintain jt was the duty of 
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the Select Committee to have exacted a positive answer from the Nabob without 
admitting any frivolous pretence for delay, and that the difficulties they had 
alleged in extenuation of their misconduct were beneath them to offer, and 
unworthy of us to receive. 

Por these reasons, which I will now draw into one point, the better to 
impress the Board with the full scope and design of this minute. Bor an 
attempt in the Select Committee of Fort St. George to make a treaty with the 
Nabob Bazalet Jung in direct violation of a former treaty then subsisting 
between the Company and the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn. 

For presuming to hold the Circar of Gantoor at all events in defiance of a 
requisition from the Governor- General and Council peremptorily made to 
restore it, and for refusing to withdraw their troops therefrom, and to remove 
their Agents and Collectors from it, — knowing as they did that we had formally 
pledged the faith of the Company to the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn for both 
these points, thereby degrading the authority, weakening the energy, and pre- 
venting the efficacy of the powers of this Government. 

For the contemptuous indifference shewn to this Board and the want of 
even common respect in suffering so long a time to elapse before they replied 
to orders of such importance, or allowed them any consideration, and even 
when they did, for eluding the effect of those orders. 

And lastly, for the insult offered to the high commission which we bear in 
permitting any other claims to stand in competition with the deliberate resolves 
of the Government. 

Under circumstances of such aggravation, so unpardonable in their very 
nature, and so dangerous in their consequences that nothing short of instant 
example can preserve the supremacy of the responsible Government and give 
credit to its acts, I now move that John Whitehill, Esq., be suspended from 
his office of President and Governor of Fort St. George by order of the 
Govern or- Gen oral and Council of this Presidency, according to the Regulating 
Act of Parliament of the 13th of George the III, delegating powers to them 
for that purpose. 

Mr. WheI/ER. — I agree to the suspension of Mr. Whitehill upon the 

grounds of the Governor-General’s declaration, 
which I perfectly recollect when we addressed the 
Select Committee of Fort St. George for the recall of the Company’s forces on 
that establishment from the Circar of Gantoor or Mortazanagar. I likewise think 
that the subsequent conduct of Mr. Whitehill affords sufficient ground for 
the measure which we arc now about to adopt. 

Mr. Fra-NCTS. — I do recollect that the Governor- General did make the de- 
claration ho speaks of in the beginning of his minute, or to the same effect. I think 
that there is ground sufficient in law to warrant and justify the immediate 
removal of Mr. Whitehill, and I am of opinion that the measure is indispens- 
ably necessary to the safety of that Presidency. I therefore concur in the motion 
and will support it by every means in my power. 

The Board being of opinion that an act of such consequence ought not to 
be finally passed without the concurrence of the opinions of all the members 
constituting this Government in the deliberations upon it, agreed that the 
above motion and the minutes which follow it be sent to the Oommander-in- 
Ohief, and that his opinion be requested on the motion. 


Ordered that, apon receipt o£ the opinion delivered by LiEXJTBNANT-GEirEKAL Sie Eyes Cootb 
on the above subject, should it be found conformable to the opinion of the other members 
of the Board, the same be recorded in this place ; that the Seoi'etary do also recite the 
resolution of the Board in consequence on this day's Proceedings, and that the letter to 
Port St. George notifying it be also recorded after it. 


The Governor-General begs leave to lay before the Board the following 
extract of a letter which he has received from Mr. Hollond, under date the .12th 
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August, that applying as it does to the subject of this day’s debate, and shew- 
ing the effect which the conduct observed by the President and Select Committee 
of Port St. George towards the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn has produced in the 
general state of the Company’s political concerns in India, it may receive a 
place in the records of this day’s Proceedings. • 


Extract of a letter from 'M.'B., ^O^AJOis^i to the Bon’hle the Governor-General, dated the ISth 

August 1780. 

In conformity to the order contained in your letter of the 21st June, I im- 
mediately waited on His Highness and made known to him the information 
you had received of the part lie has been reported to have taken in the coun- 
cils of our enemies the Mharattas. I told him that from the friendship subsisting 
between His Highness and the Company you were willing to hope that such 
information was without foundation ; that, if true, the line His Highness had 
taken was hostile to the Company, and being an aggression on His Highness’s 
part would justify whatever might happen in consequence between the Company 
and him ; that the account which had been given to you relative to His High- 
ness’s interference in our quarrel with the Mharattas had stated that he had 
advised the employing the armies of Scindia and Holkar against General 
Goddard j those of Berar in an invasion of Bengal, and the dominions of our 
ally the Nabob of Oude, while he himself engaged to invade the Circar of 
Cecacol, &c.; that to overcome the repugnance which the Government of Berar 
had shewn to take part in the war he had threatened it with the effects of his 
resentment ; and that he had sent a kellat to the Commander of the army 
appointed for that service. I then requested His Highness would inform me 
whether there was any or what foundation for the above reports. 

His Highness very explicitly acknowledged that parts of what you had 
heard as above stated was true. He said that Moodajee Boosla, who was con- 
nected both by family and political interests with the Government of Poonah, 
had been of course called upon by that Government to join them in repelling 
the attack that had been made on them by the Company in’ conjunction with 
Bagonaut Row ; that as the Berar and Poonah people were one and the same, their 
interests were accordingly united and. their existence as a 'nation depended on 
mutual support ; that the Berar Raja was accordingly, on the requisition of 
assistance made by the Poonah Ministry, prepared to join them, and applied to 
him. to know whether he might do it without danger to his own possessions ; that 
having at that time, as he conceives, suffered a great indignity and injustice by 
the measure we had adopted of forming an alliance with Bazalet Jung, of 
sending our ti'oops to take possession of the Gantoor Circar, and of demanding 
the remission of the peshcush, we might well suppose that he should naturally 
have been more inclined at such a crisis to unite with our enenaies than to 
restrain them from acting against us, as their resentment arising from their own 
quarrel might dictate ; that the Berar Raja’s application to him proceeded from 
the apprehension he was under for Ms own country lest, during the absence of 
his army, it might be subject to an attack from his Highness’s troops ; that he 
thought himself fully justified on that occasion in declaring that if the Berar 
Raja proceeded against us, his country should receive no molestation from him ; 
that he should indeed have been glad to have had it in his power to act the part 
of a friend, and to have prevented the Berar Raja from taking part in the dis- 
pute, but the acting such part was not required by any of the articles of the 
alliance, and at a juncture when he thought himself highly injured was what 
could not have been reasonably expected; that the conduct we had pursued 
peshcush and the Gantoor Oircars and the situation of his own 
affairs was too critical as well as vexatious to admit of his taking any measures 
in our support ; that he had accordingly declared the Berar Raja at liberty to 
pur^e Ms own predetermined and voluntary intention of taking an active share 
ot the war ; that the kellat he had given to Ghirmanjee Boosla was merely in 
conmrnuty to common usage, it being a compliment which, according to the 
established ceremomal of tMs country, he had always been accustomed to pay 
to all persons'charged with anew command; that it was also true he had declared 
i? 7 fo refuse him satisfaction regarding the peshcush, &c., 

that he should attack the Cecacol, Raja Mundry, &o,, Oircars; that the Poonah 
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Ministry, who had been for a long time his allies, had used every possible means 
at a juncture when they knew he was discontented to incite him to join them, 
hut without effect; that it was now fifteen months since the date of the injury 
which had given birth to the differences between his Government and the 
Company’s, and although he had now full hopes from the spirit of equity which 
influenced your conduct that it would be soon redressed, yet to this day he 
was at an uncertainty, and was, even within a few days past, led to believe from 
my recall, that the negociation was intended to be entirely broken off. 

I cannot say that in the course of my conferences with His Highness I 
have seen any reason for believing that he is ill-affected to our nation ; on the 
contrary, I am greatly of opinion that he holds a disposition to court our 
friendship and alliance ; — to court us however upon the principle of European 
politics — a reciprocation of benefits. 


The following is the minute received by the Secretary from Lieutenant- 
General Sir Eyre Ooote on the Governor- General’s motion recorded in this 
consultation. 

Ghtrettt, the 11th * October 1780. 

Sir Eyre Coote. — I agree to the suspension of Mr. Whitehill upon 
the grounds of the Governor- General’s declarations as a measure to preserve 
and support the authority of the Supreme Government. We must from the 
powers vested in us be hold responsible for the consequences of those acts of 
disohedieneo which we suffer to pass unnoticed or uncorrected. 

E. C. 


Resolved that John Wiiiteiiilt., Esq., be suspended from his office of President and Governor 
of Port St. George by order of the Governor-General and Council residing at this Presi- 
Mr. WliiWiill suspouded from tlio Government of dency, according to the Regulating Act o£ 
Fort St. Owrge. Parliament of the 18th George HI, dele- 

gating powers to us for that purpose. 

Agreed that the following letter ho written to the President and Select Comnaittee of Port 

St. George. 


To the Hon’ble tbe President and Select Committee of Port St. George. 

Genteembn, — We have been favored with your letter of the 3rd ultimo, in 
answer to the one w'hich wc addressed on the 12th June. 

You plead the importance of the requisition contained in onr letter, added 
to the troubles which soon followed the receipt of it, as an apology for not 
sending an earlier answer; you justify the treaty concluded with Bazalet Jung 
without the participation of his superior the Nabob Nizain Ally Oawn, against 
the charge of having infringed the treaty of 1768, adding that it had the 
sanction of our consent and approbation ; that your are willing to deliver hack 
to Bazalet Jung the Oiroar of Gantoor obtained by the treaty, hut that a 
difficulty had occurred which you were heartily disposed to remove, and would 
use your utmost endeavours for that propose, — namely, that you had farmed the 
Circar of Gantoor to the Nabob Waulajah, and that you had written a letter to 
him representing what we had urged as to the expediency of giving up the 
Circar of Gantoor in compliance with the desire of the Nizam, and expressing 
your hope that he wou,ld relinquish his claim upon it as a renter ; and that so 
soon as you received his answer, you would acquaint ns with it, and do every 
thing in your power to expedite this business agreeable to our wishes. To this 
pqint we shall separately reply. 

The importance of onr requisition demanded your instant attention and 
unconditional obedience ; nor could the troubles which intervened afford any 
real impediment to so simple an act, or prevent your returning an earlier answer 
to our letter, had yon chose to carry our orders into execution, since all that 
was necessary for your reply plainly and obviously amounted to this, — that 
you had received our letter ; that you had communicated its contents to the 

# 8io in original. 
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Nabol) Waulajab ; that you had withdrawn your troops froru the Oircar of 
Gantoor, and req^uired the Nabob to remove from it all Agents and Collectors 
belonging to him. 

Instead of this, it is evident that our letter must have remained in your 
possession for above the space of two months before you thought it worthy of 
the smallest regard, because when your answer was written (which was not till 
the 3rd September) you confess you had only then made the Nabob acquainted 
with our determination. 

"Whether the treaty concluded with Bazalet Jung were, or were not, an 
infringement of the treaty of 1768 existing with the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn 
ceased to be a question from the very moment that we had refused our assent 
to it, and agreed to yield up the conditions obtained by it. 

It is true that in our reply to your letter of the 31st. December 1778, 
wherein you first mentioned the treaty negociated with Bazalet Jung, we gave 
our assent to it generally, which by no means implied that extent of latitude 
which you have taken, but required to be used with reference to the condition 
in which it had our original sanction, and which without any declaration on 
your part, or any authority expressed on ours, ought always to be undertood as 
the superior, indispensable, and permanent condition in all negotiations and in 
all acts of Government ih.Q faith of treaties actually existing. 

The following extract of a letter from this Presidency, dated the 23rd 
October 1776, is introduced here as a proof of what our sentiments then were on 
this subject, and is a part of the correspondence quoted by you as conveying 
ample authority from us to the then Government to proceed in eifecting the 
dismission of the Prench troops from the service of Bazalet Jung by treaty or 
in any other manner they might think proper.” 

“ As we observe you have addressed the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn through 
your President in the terms we had suggested for the removal of the Europeans 
out of the Gantoor Oircar, and for the purpose of obtaining his consent for the 
reversion of that district to the Company, we shall wait to hear the result of 
that letter before we send you any further instructions on that head.” 

When therefore we gave our assent generally to the terms of the treaty 
marked out in your letter of the 31st December 1778, we had no more of your 
proceedings before us than what you had chosen to make known to us in that 
letter, and these formed of course the limits of our approbation. We know 
not that you had wholly omitted the Nabob Nizam Ally Oawn in the negocia- 
tion. We could not therefore authorise what you had concealed from our 
knowledge ; much less ought our sanction to have been supposed by construc- 
tion to an act which pledged the faith of the Company in one instance by the 
sacrifice of it in another, and bore in its formation the principles of its own dis- 
solution. But as soon as we were acquainted with it, and were enabled to give 
it our attention, we declared our disapprobation of it, and then first interposed 
pur authority to prevent it from taking effect by requiring the instant surrender 
of the Circar of Gantoor. 

We cannot pass over this period of the transaction without observing that 
although the treaty with Bazalet Jung was concluded in the month of April 
1779, it was not till the 18th Eebruary 1780 that you thought proper to advise 
us of it, and apparently for the only purpose of informing us at the same time 
of the difficulties which you had subsequently met with from the protest of the 
Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn, the menaces of Hyder Ally, and the retraction of his 
concurrence by the Nabob Bazalet Jung himself on the plea of his inability to 
maintain it. 

Whatever obligation our sanction, given in the manner which has been 
explained, to the draft of the treaty proposed to Bazalet Jung in December 1778 
may be supposed to have conveyed on you to maintain it when made, yet when 
the party with which it was made declared it invalid on his part, and solicited 
to be absolved from it, its obligation certainly became void upon yours ; and the 
plea that our sanction had been previously obtained will not avaij against our 
order for restoring the Oircar of Gantoor, since even in the existing state of 
S86 r. D. 
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the treaty it would have been no infringement of it to yield up any right 
obtained by it, much less would it have been liable to such a construction 
when the reciprocal condition of it had been annihilated. 

But your opposition to our orders in this instance was not only not incum- 
bent upon you from the engagements of the treaty, but was in effect a violation 
of it, since the revenue of the Cirear of Gantoor had been assigned to you by 
it only as a subsidy for the military force which you had stipulated to furnish 
him at your own solicitation, in the room of the Brench party under Monsieur 
Lally, which he had long retained in his service, and which at your solicitation 
also he had consented to dismiss, and had actually dismissed. When therefore he 
declined the acceptance of that aid and you had already profited by his good 
faith in the dismission of Monsieur Lally, we know not upon what right you 
could retain possession of the land which had been assigned as an equivalent for 
that aid, or how an act of such apparent violence could be reconciled to the 
treaty, from which, by his rejection of the only condition intended for bis 
benefit, your Govoimment derived every advantage ostensibly proposed to be 
obtained by it, and his none. 

The plea which you allege of difficulties arising from your engagements 
with the Nabob Waulajah comes last under consideration, and is indeed too 
serious not to be dwelt upon more particularly. The more we reflect upon it, 
the more we are at a loss to conceive how you could so far forget that respect 
which was due to our authority, and the faith which we informed you we had 
pledged to the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn, as to admit of a moment’s hesitation 
in the performance of our orders. ^ But when we read your loose, indefinite, 
vague promises of your msidance in prompting our wishes instead of an instant 
conformity to our injunctions, we have but too much reason to suspect such a 
conduct as an intended cover to a fixed resolution not to obey us, under the idea 
of the Nabob’s claims being of sufficient weight to postpone the execution of 
a peremptory requisition from us, and to make it optional in the Nabob whether 
he will give up the Cirear of Gantoor or not, as his own convenience, or perhaps 
even his caprice, shall determine. And this appears the more striking when we 
recollect that in your letter of the 3rd September you inform us that you had 
actually made representations to the Nabob; when we have received letters 
from you, dated the 17th September, when even from your own accounts the 
letter which you had written to the Nabob must have been in his possession 
above a fortnight, and when from the 3rd of September to the 17th you delayed 
procuring any answer whatever, although a constant, we might add, a daily com- 
munication subsists between the Nabob and the Governor, and his residence is 
within your own walls ; and when it is evident that the subject of the letter 
from you to the Nabob could not. have comprised in it a number of specific 
articles which would have taken a length of time to reply to, that there could 
be no references to accounts, no voluminous matter to wade through, nothing, 
in short, to which a tedious or minute examination was necessary. And when 
we combine all these circumstances together, and reflect that the letter could 
have contained simply one plain proposition, whether or not the Nabob would 
give up the Gantoor Cirear, which required not a day, no, not an hour, to deter- 
mine, we maintain that it was your duty to have exacted a positive answer from 
the Nabob without admitting any pretence for delay, and that the difficulties 
which you have alleged in extenuation of your misconduct were beneath you to 
offer, and unworthy of us to receive. 

Your conduct has exposed us to the reproaches and derision of the Nabob 
Nizam Ally Cawn, who has openly taxed us with having attempted to amuse 
hiTTi -with promises which though solemnly made we have not the ability to per- 
form, nor has he scrupled to avow himself the adviser of the confederacy, the 
effect of which you yourselves hare recently and too fatally experienced, jus- 
tifying it by the aggravated injuries which he had sustained in this particular 
instance, and in the offensive demands made on him through your late Minister, 
Mr, Hollond. To what lengths of resentment he may proceed we cannot foresee. 
He has indeed given us assurances of his pacific intentions whenever he shall 
obtain the effects of our promises, and a reparation for the violation of his 
rights and of the treaty subsisting between him and the Company. 
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Whatever niay be the sincerity of these professions, we are morally certain 
that, hnt for our intervention, he would have become the declared enemy of the 
Company, and if he shall yet prove such in conseq^uence of any actual, but 
latent impression, we shall impute it solely to you as the aggressors. 

Nor is it on his part only that we have to dread the consequences of your 
contempt of our authority. We have found it necessary to make abrupt ad- 
vances for peace to the Mharatta State, and to seek other alliances as the means 
of attaining and confirming it. But what prince or State will without much 
hesitation involve themselves in engagements with a power which cannot pro- 
tect them against its own dependants, or who will trust to the faith of our 
treaties which they have seen hitherto violated by you with impunity ? Such 
is the situation to which you have reduced us, and we submit to the necessity 
which it imposes upon us, because we feel ourselves impelled by a sense of duty 
which renders us superior to every other consideration. 

We now proceed to sum up all that has been already stated, and to form 
the several facts into distinct charges. 

You have attempted to make a treaty with the Nabob Bazalet Jung in 
direct violation of the former treaty then subsisting between the Company and 
the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn. 

You have presumed to hold the Circar of Gantoor or Mortazanagur at all 
events in defiance of a requisition from the Governor-General and Council 
peremptorily made to restore it, and you have refused to withdraw your troops 
and to remove your Agents and Collectors from it, knowing as you did that 
we had formally pledged the faith of the Company to the Nabob Nizam Ally 
Cawn for both these points, thereby degrading the authority, weakening the 
energy, and preventing the efiBLcacy of the powers of this Government. 

You have shewn a contemptuous indifference to the Governor- General and 
Council, and a want of even common respect, in suffering a dangerous length of 
time to elapse before you replied to orders of such importance, or allowed them 
any consideration, and even when you did, you eluded the effect of those orders. 

You have offered an insult to the high commission which we bear in 
permitting other claims to stand in competition with the deliberate resolves of 
this Government. 

In a word, you have made orders for commencing hostilities, and you have 
negoeiated and concluded a treaty of peace, without the consent and approbation 
of the Governor- General and Council first had and obtained. 

Under circumstances of such aggi’avation, so unpardonable in their very 
natures, and so dangerous in their consequences, that nothing short of instant 
example can preserve the supremacy of the responsible Government, and give 
credit to its acts, we have resolved that John Whitehill, Esq., be suspended from 
his ofB.ee of President and Governor of Port St. George, and we declai’e him to 
be suspended in virtue of the power granteil to us, the Governor- General and 
Council of Bengal, for the purpose by the Regulating Act of Parliament of 'the 
13th of His present Majesty. 

It is neither our desire to extend an act of this nature beyond the line 
prescribed for the assertion of the public rights entrusted to our charge, nor 
should we be justified in such an indiscriminating rigor, which by involving 
every person in the effects of a conduct ostensibly common to all might, fall, as 
we believe it would, on some whose opinions, had they prevailed, would have 
prevented the grievances of which we complain. 

On you, gentlemen, to whom the charge of affairs will eventually be com- 
mitted, we place the most impheit reliance for tthe redress of past evils ; for a 
zealous and united exertion of every means which may tend to retrieve the mis- 
fortunes to which, from whatever causes, your affairs have lately been subjected, 
and for a liberal co-operation with us for the same great ends. 

Port ’Wiiliam, ’ 

The 10th October 1780. 
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Agreed that the following letter be written to the President and Council at Fort St. 

George 

To the Hon'ble the President and Council at Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — Haying for good and sufficient measures stated in a letter 
to the President and Select Committee of this date, a copy of which we send to 
you enclosed, resolved to suspend John Whitehill, Esq., from his office of Presi- 
dent and Governor of Port St. George, we do hei’eby order and declare John 
Whitehill, Esq., suspended from his office of President and Governor of Port 
St. George, agreeable to powers delegated to us for that purpose, by the Act of 
the 13th of His present Majesty, and to this order and declaration we direct you 
pay implicit obedience and attention. 

We are, 

Port William, 

The 10th October 1780. 


Secret Dept. Port William, the 26th October 1780. 

Thursday. At a Ooencil, present : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor- General, President. 
Philip Prancis, Esq. 

Edward Wheler, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Etre Coote, absent on service. 

The Proceediags of the 13th instant read and approved. 


The following letters from Mu. Turing, Chief at Ganjam, having been received on the 18th 
instant, and circulated, the letters which are entered after them were written to Mu, 
Turing, Chief at Ganjam, and to Ma. Casamauor, Chief at Vizagapatam. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — I learn this instant by letters to Lieutenant 
Rice and Captain Bruce, who happen to be just now with me at Ganjam, there 
has been a mutiny at Vizagapatam of 7 companies of the 1st Circar Battalion, 
and that Captain Brule, who was lately confined for some treasonable correspond- 
ence, has been released, and now commands the mutineers, and is in possession of 
Vizag$,patam. Several gentlemen have been killed, and the Chief, Mr. Gasamaijor, 
and some others are prisoners. I enclose copies of the letters containing all the 
information I have received. 

There is only one battalion in this district, but I have ordered Captain Bruce 
to proceed immediately from Aska, where he is stationed, with six companies of 
seapoys, and join what troops he can assemble at Chicacole, and act to the best 
of his judgment according to circuthstances in reducing the mutineers, and if 
possible, regain possession of the factory, and release the prisoners. 

. At all events I think it necessary to give you the earliest information, as it 
may be in your power to send a force by sea to assist in suppressing this mutiny 
and averting the alarming consequences. 

The moment I have any further intelligence, I shall not fail to com* 
munioate it to your honour, &c. 

I am, with respect, &o., 

Ganjam, JOHN TUBING. 

The 6th October 1780. 5 
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giR, The Grenadiers, to the unexpected astonishment of us aU, mutinied 

yesterday evening. They were to embark after dinner ; had in the mornin g received 
two months’ pay in advance, and were seemitogly not dissatisfied to go on board- 
ship. About twenty gentlemen dined at the Chief’s. When we broke up and were 
approaching towards their parade for to see them marched off, they fired upon us, 
killed Chrispe, Johnson, Eutherfurd, Drake, the Lord and Purser of the Sartine, 
and I don’t know who else, but suppose many others must have fallen. Dane, 
Meulh, Griffiths, Gregory, Charlton, Stocho, Mrs. Lane, Mr. Barlow, Mrs. 
Lysaught with her new-born infant and myself with much difficulty got here under 
an escort of a few sepoys. Our escape was very fortunate. I hear the Chief and five 
others are prisoners, but every military man, particularly Europeans, that fell in 
their way met with no quarter. The five companies of the 1st battalion doing 
the garrison duty were compelled to join them. Shew this letter to Mr. Russel. 

If you have not despatched Captain Lysaught’s money, detain it in your 
hands until the times are more tranquil, and should it be in the road have it 
recalled, for should it come this way, it wiU certainly fall into bad hands. 
Adieu. 


Tours truly, 

J. RUSSELL. 


Maxton received a ball in his forehead, which I am afraid, he will not recover 
of. The poor invalids were massacred like dogs. I have wrote Mr. Carty at 
Chicaoole to stop Lysaught’s money should it come there, and wait your orders. 
Of course you will write him what to do, I observed to him in case he should 
be ordered from thence to act as his judgment directed. 

My. fears are great that the sepoys at Chicacole will prove refractory, and 
surrounded with enemies as we are all round here, I am afraid advices will not 
readily reach Masulipatam, from whence we may receive succours to regain tho 
factory. Erom your settlement despatches may be readily sent to Bengal ’for 
such, as I suppose your district is unable to afford us relief. 

Bemlipatam. 

A true copy. 

The dth October 1780. ' (Sd.) JOHN TURING. 


Sir, — ^Have an eye to your people: keep your Europeans together and station 
them with the lascars, whom I believe would be faithful at the guns, and con- 
ciliate, as much as possible, your old commandant, — ^in short, take every measure 
which the occassion dictates to avert the fatal treachery which we have experi- 
enced at Vizagapatam instigated by Sheik Mahomed (Subedar of my 1st 
Grenadiers), assisted by Bokker Beg and Havildars of the 6th. My two companies 
revolted almost at the moment of embarkation, possessed themselves of the guns 
at parade, released Brule, and as the gentlemen of the factory issued forth from 
the Chief’s, where much the greatest part had been assembled at dinner, they, to 
their utter astonishment, encountered a fire of musketry from their own sepoys, 
and which I have too much reason to apprehend was fatal to many of our poor 
.devoted friends. Maxton I saw wounded, and a person whom I suppose to be 
Eutherfurd fallen, but as yet the few who have arrived at this asylum are 
furnished with no certainty how far the cruelty of these villains have extended. 
During this scene of horror, the greatest part of the two Grenadier companies of 
the 6th drew up at the gateway near the Chiefs ; they shewed a solicitude for 
the preservation of the few, ©<>., EusseU, Griffiths, Meulh, Gregory and myself, 
but such was the impression that the circumstances of this horrid treachery had 
made upon their minds, they were utterly averse to the advancing and to the re- 
peEing of it : they argued the impossibility of it from the mutineers having posses-* 

686 P. D. 

734 



15 


sion of tlie guns, and those of the five companies who garrisoned the place and 
who were at that time in the barracks having joined through fear or inclination. 
They at length faced to the right, I believe by a kind of voluntary impulse, for 
I did not hear a word of command. Ending things thus circumstanced I became 
solicitous for the preservation, if possible, of the poor women. Mahomed Hussein, 
Suhedar of the Second Company, his jemadar, and about half dozen men joining 
me, I repaired to Mrs. Barlow’s, where I found Mrs. Lysaught, Mrs. Lane, and 
Mrs. Barlow under the care of Charlton; the former with her new-horn babe were 
soon put into a palankeen, and joined the two companies who were moving 
down the V^oltaire Boad. Mrs. Barlow, Mrs. Lane, Mr. Charlton and myself with 
these few retainers, and some additions on the march, accomplished our escape 
on foot, and happily arrived here about midnight. Palankeens were sent out as 
soon as intimation was received at Bemlipatam, and I believe without their 
assistance Mrs. Barlow and Mrs. Lane would have fallen under the excess of 
fatigue. I am just arisen, fatigue impelled sleep, and the state of my mind is 
not well to be described. Let me hear from you immediately. 

Yours very sincerely, 

THOMAS LANE. 


Secret Lopt. Port William, the 13th November 1780. 

Monday. At a Council Present : 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
Philip Pbancis, Esq. 

Edward Whbler, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Etre Coote, absent on service. 


The Proceedings of the 2nd instant read and approved. 

The following minute from the Governor-General having been received on the 15th in- 
stant, it was circulated for the perusal of the Members of the Board. 

Governor-General. — I have suffered Mr. Francis’s minute of the 11th 
September to lie thus long unanwered, because other cases of a stronger oblig- 
ation have required and have engrossed the whole of my attention, and I now 
revert to it with reluctance, as to a necessary, yet unavailing, duty. To pass in 
utter silence the assertions of Mr. Francis would be implicitly to admit their 
credit, nor can I enter on their refutation without appearing to claim the public 
notice to an argument of a private concern, for such it may be deemed in the 
present state of it, though originating from a very different source. I shall there- 
fore begin by stating the original question on its proper ground, and shall 
proceed as briefly as possible to put it from the false colourings which may have 
been thrown upon it. 

Let it be remembered that I am a servant of the Company and of the 
public, and entrusted with the interests of both. In that character I have 
charged Mr. Francis with having used very unjustifiable means to deprive me 
of the power which I possessed of fulfilling that trust. My charge is less a 
complaint against him than a vindication of myself. This is a general state of 
the question. The particular instance relating to it is, that Mr. Francis has broken 
an engagement on his part, to allow me the entire and unconditional exercise of 
that trast, and to support me in it. This I afl&rm and he denies. 

What that engagement was I have expressed in terms in my minute of 
the 3rd Jnly. Mr. Francis in answer declares, and “ in the most solemn manner, 
that he never was party to the engagement stated by me, or had a thought of 
being bound by it.” 
m F, D. 
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"What can I say to sncli a declaration, but to declare on my part and in as 
solemn a manner that Mr. Francis was a party to the engagement which I have 
stated ? This I now do most solemnly declare, and may God be the judge between 
us. 

The manner in which it was concluded I will now relate. About the month 
of January last. Sir John Day proposed to me an accommodation with Mr. 
Francis, and offered his mediation to effect it, judging himself to be the best 
qualified for such an ofidce by the relation in which he stood of a common and 
equal friend to both, I cheerfully accepted the offer, but apprized him that 
there was one preliminary condition which I should exact as indispensable, 
namely, that Mr. Francis should agree to depart from his opposition to the poli- 
tical measures proposed by me, and allow me, without exception or qualification, 
to prescribe the mode of conducting the Mharatta War. This point was a long 
time contested by Mr. Francis, but was at length adjusted finally in this 
manner, that Mr. Francis should not oppose me, nor yet charge himself witli 
the responsibility of any proposal made by me which had any relation to 
the war, but support it by his vote, as the result of a general measure which 
he had originally disapproved, and which he now left with the responsibility 
properly annexed to its original contriver. 

This point being thus settled, I drew it up in writing on a small piece of 
paper in the words which I have already quoted, with other propositions, of 
which some had, and some had not, received our final and mutual agreement. 

This paper with some apology I shewed to Mr. Francis, desiring him to 
read it attentively and to inform me whether he agreed to the conditions as I 
had expressed them, or to point out his exceptions. To the first article, which is 
that of the present question, he replied hastily, and with every appearance of 
satisfaction, that he entirely ageed to it, adding among other expressions, as I 
well remember, that his meaning plainly was not to avail himself of Mr. 
BarwelTs departure from the Council to oppose me in any political point which 
he could not have carried had Mr. Barwell continued. 

The other articles received some variations and were all finally regulated 
at the same meeting. Of these, as they do not relate to the question before mo, 
I shall take no further notice. For the truth of this narrative I appeal to Sir 
John Day, to whom I daily communicated what passed on this business, and 
to Mr. Barwell, to whom I in like manner related the daily pj-ogross of it. Tliey 
will both attest that my relation of it at the time was exactly the same as I 
now repeat it. It is impossible to suggest a motive which I could have had to 
deceive them at such a time and on such a subject, and as impossible that I 
myself should be deceived when I took such means to ascertain it. Yet Mr. 
Francis aifSrms that “ he returned the paper to me the moment he had read it 
with a declaration that he did not agree to ,it, or hold himself bound by the 
contents of it,” 

But if I understand Mr. Francis’s minute in its general tenor, it is intended 
to convey a total disavowal of his having entered into any engagement what- 
ever with me. He speaks of “ the agreement which he meant to enter into 
with respect to the Mharatta War;” he says that he thought some agreement 
between Mr. Hastings, Mr. Wheler and himself was essentially necessaiy to the 
public safety ; he therefore met Mr. Hastings with a sincere disposition to come 
to an agreement, and to forward it with every facility on his part.” Yet in no 
part of the minute, neither in the context of those passages, where it might be 
expected, nor in any other place, can I find an expression which indicates an 
acknowledgment that any agreement did actually take place, although such 
was his meaning, although he thought it necessary to the public safety and 
met me with so sincere a disposition to forward it by every facility on his part. 

If Mr. Francis does not deny the agreement, why are these qualifying 
expressions used to evade it ? If he means to deny it, what possible reason can 
be assigned for its not having been concluded, or for such a repugnance on my 
part to second a disposition so favorable on his, when the consequence of my 
suffering Mr. Barwell to depart without some adjustment would be a total 
annihilation of my influence and participation in all the acts of this Government ? 
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But that there did exist some engagement between us, I appeal to Mr. 
Wheler, “ without whose knowledge and participation ” Mr. Prancis afSrms that 
“ nothing of any moment was said or done during the whole course of the 
transaction.” 

I appeal to every individual of the settlement for the notoriety of it, which 
is beyond the conviction of all evidence. 

Mr. Prancis has attempted to prove that the agreement which he meant 
to enter into with respect to the Mharatta War was to prosecute the operations 
actually existing on the Malabar Coast and no more, by arguments drawn from 
my own propositions. These might prove my sense of an agreement actually 
concluded, but are no evidence of his intention on a point which was never 
brought to issue. But in effect they prove nothing. My proposition of the 
29th May was the substitute of one much more extensive which I had formed 
for the relief of Captain Popham’s detachment by four regular battalions under 
Major Camac, and for the employment of Captain Popham’s corps on another 
service. At Mr. Francis’s instance I omitted the latter clause, and yielded, very 
reluctantly I own, to recall and reduce Captain Popham’s corps. This was by 
every opinion judged unfit by its construction and equipment for the service, 
and I was glad to obtain almost at any rate the quiet concurrence of the Board 
to its exchange for a better. It is possible that at that time I might not have 
had in view the immediate prosecution of the expedition against Malwa, nor is 
this material either to the engagement which I affirm Mr. Francis did conclude 
with me, or to the agreement, which he says, he meant to enter into since the 
prosecution of the war against the Mharattas was the general object of both, and 
the means of course included in it. But that I certainly had this plan in 
contemplation, and that I had considered it as a decided measure long before 
the period of my supposed coalition with Mr. Francis, will appear from the 
tniixty concluded wdth the Bana of Ghod, of wffiich it forms an express and 
])rincip:il stipulation. To remove all possibility of doubt on this head I will 
qijote tl'.e article itself which relates to it: “Article 5th. — In case it shall be 
adjudged advisable to employ the combined forces of the Company and the 
Maharaja in any liostile operations against the Mharattas beyond the borders of 
the Maharaja’s dominions, on requisition made to him in writing from this 
Government, he shall furnish ten thousand horse for such service, and each party 
sliall bear his own separate expense, and if upon the return of the English 
forces towards their own borders the Maharaja shall have occasion for their 
services and shall make a requisition to retain them, from the instant of such 
ixjquisition, he shall pay their charge in the same manner as stipulated in the 
2nd article. But it shall not be required of the M aharaja, nor be in the power 
of this Government to detach or employ his troops beyond the furthest borders 
of Oogein and Indoor without his special consent.” 

Hence it appears that the plan of an expedition into Malwa, of which 
Oogein is the capital, did constitute a part of the general measures adopted, 
and in force, for the prosecution of the Mharatta W ar, and must have been 
necessarily comprehended equally in the agreement which Mr. Francis meant 
to enter into with me, and in that which I understood him to have entered into. 
When I proposed the execution of it, other circumstances had recently occurred. 
General Goddard had solicited us to make such a divei’sion in his favor, and the 
Commander-in-Chief had passionately recommended it, as the only means of 
bringing the war to a speedy termination. 

That I regretted the expenses of the war ; that I saw no object in the 
, continuance of it that could compensate for the distresses of it, and that, of 
* covftrse, I anxiously wished to accelerate the conclusion of it is certain, and this 
was an additional incitement to me to use every exertion for that end, knowing 
that many lacks effectually disbursed with such a purpose were a saving com- 
pared to an indefinite series of defensive operations spun out by feeble and 
scanty supplies. 

Having already far exceeded the limits which I had prescribed to my reply, 

^ I shall pass with speed through the remaining and less parts of Mr. P’ranois’s 
minute. 
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The engagement, as I haye stated it, was conformable to my opinion of the 
obli°-ation of Mr. Pranqis’s public office, independently of any private compact. 
In his situation I should have gone yet further. _ Having acquitted myself of 
my duty in opposing a great public measure which I had disapproved, until it 
had been too far advanced for recall, and would admit of no resource but in a 
steady prosecution of it to its speedy termination, I should have deemed it 
criminal to continue the opposition. I should have deemed it insufficient even to 
withhold it by a negative acquiescence, but should have given as active a 
support to the measure in such a state of it as if it had my original approbation, 
leaving the formation of the depending operations, and the responsibility of the 
whole, to the original author. Such was my declaration at the time — perhaps 
Mr. Prancis will remember it — and on such principles my own conduct has been 
regulated in more than one instance of my public life. 

Mr. Barwell’s departure depended on the issue of the negotiation between 
Mr. Brancis and me. It was undetermined to the last moment of the Sioallow’s 
final dispatch. This Mr. Trancis certainly knew, for I myself mentioned it to him, 
and by the advice of Mr. Barwell. It is a fact which does Mr. Barwell credit, 
and I have therefore no scruple in revealing it. 

W. H. 


At Mr. Francis’s desire the following minute, dated 27th November, in reply to the preceding 

from the Governor-G eneral, is entered in this place with the papers annexed to it. 

Mb. Ebancis. — The preceding paper leaves the main question where it 
stood, nor is it to be decided by any human tribunal. 

In my former minute I did not appeal, as I might have done, to the testi- 
mony of several gentlemen of the first rank and credit in this place for the 
sense, which I urdformly expressed to them, of my engagement with Mr. 
Hastings respecting the Mharatta War, partly because such evidence, however it 
might establish my declarations, would not be conclusive to the truth of them ; 
but much more because I was unwilling to introduce the names of gentlemen 
whom I respect into the discussion of such a transaction, or to make them 
parties in any shape in a question of this nature. The same motives prevail with 
me still. 

Admitting that the means taken by Mr. Hastings to ascertain his sense of 
what passed fetween us were proper on his part, and necessary to prevent his 
being deceived, it was equally necessary that I also should have the same 
security, and that I should have been furnished with a copy of the paper by 
which I was supposed to be bound ; otherwise, one of the contracting parties 
remains exclusively possessed of the only existing evidence of the terms of the 
contract. In me it would have been irregular to demand a copy of a paper by 
which I did not deem myself bound. 

No argument or evidence is requisite to prove what never was disputed. 
I necessarily admit the existence of an engagement when I declare the sense 
in which I made it. By using terms that referred particularly to my own 
meaning or intentions, my purpose was to avoid the useless, offensive language 
of contradiction in a public minute which had no object but to explain and 
defend my own conduct. This being said, the observations founded on the 
equivocal import of a word, or on a general misconstruction of my meaning, 
require no reply. 

Erom the 6th article of the treaty with the Eana of Gohud it can only be 
inferred that, when the treaty was formed in the beginning of November 1779, 
the possibility of an expedition heymd the borders of his dominions was sup- 
posed, in which the Eana was to join and assist if we required it. This might 
have been one of the distant objects in contemplation when the treaty was 
oonstruqted. But it still remains a question, whether it was, or was not, relin- 
quished by Mr. Hastings in the interval between that period and the month 
of February following. 
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Eeasoning strictly from the treaty, I was not obliged to consent to the 
march of Major Camac’s detachment in the form in which it was proposed. 
The eventual execution of the project of an expedition beyond the borders of 
the Eana’s dominions, according to the terms of the treaty, was united with 
the condition of his furnishing a body of ten thousand horse for such service ; 
but by the instructions proposed to be given to Major Camao, it will appear 
that this assistance was not expected from him. 

In the 3rd article of the instructions, it is supposed that the Eana may 
dismiss the detachment or that, before its march into Gohud, the Major might 
receive an intimation in writing that he did not require his assistance. In the 
former case, Major Camac is to return into Oude. In the latter, he was to 
suspend his march, and wait for further orders. By the 4th article Major 
Camac is directed to “ require from the Bana his proportion of cavalry stipulat- 
ed by the treaty, or in case of his inability, whether from the season of the 
year, or from whatever other cause, to ful^ the condition in its complete 
extent, to require and accept from him such other aid in furnishing provisions, 
and in forming magazines of grain, and other means of subsistence and com- 
munication as Major Camac shall judge equivalent to it.” 

Admitting therefore that, according to the treaty, an expedition into 
Malwa had constituted a part of the general measures adopted and in force for 
the pi’osecution of the Mharatta War, my assent to it could not be separated from 
the condition expressed in the treaty itself, that the Rana should furnish 
ten thousand horse for that service; but by the plan of Major Camac’s instruc- 
tions this condition is relinquished, and some other demands proposed in the 
place of it, from which I imagine no great advantage was expected. 

I have not seen any letter froth General Goddard in which he solicits the 
Board to make a diversion in his favour : the only one in which he takes 
notice of the advantages to be obtained by a diversion to the northward was 
dated the 20th of June and received the 24th of August last, consequently 
could make no part of an argument in support of a measure proposed and de- 
bated here in the beginning of June, nor was it ever mentioned that I know of 
before this time, as it naturally should have been, when the measure was 
under deliberation. An extract of that part of his letter is annexed. 

In an argument of the kind, the strictest precision of dates should be ob- 
served, and the facts stated in the order in which they happened. On this prin- 
ciple I join 'issue with the Governor-General and affirm in his own terms that 
<vohen he proposed the execution of the measure (that is on the 12th June last) 
General Goddard had not solicited us to make a diversion in his favor. The 
fact, if it exists, is capable of immediate and direct proof. 

But let it be admitted that he had done so, that his opinion or request 
had been before us on the 12th June, and that it ought to have had a consider- 
able weight in the choice of measures necessary to support him, still it could 
only have weight at the time when we received it. It is undoubtedly just and 
natural that General Goddard’s advice and recommendation on such a point 
should have influenced Mr, Hastings’s judgment. On this principle I have a 
right to conclude that in January and February last, when I conversed and 
engaged with Mr. Hastings on this subject, he had no idea of another expedi- 
tion from the Upper Country to support General Goddard, because he could 
not then have entertained such an idea without contradicting the express 
opinion of General Goddard as it stood before us. I appeal to General Goddard’s 
letter to the President and Council of Bombay, dated the 3rd November 1779, 
and recorded in our Consultation of the 24th February, and to his letter to us 
of the 10th December 1779 and received here the 20th of January last, from 
which the extracts annexed to this minute are literally taken. 

With this knowledge of General Goddard’s statements, it now remains to 
be accounted for on any probable ground why Mr. Hastings at the latter end 
of February should have entertained a thought of supporting ■ General 
Goddard’s operations by another expedition from hence when he had it from 
General Goddard himself that the troops under his command must he superior 
686 P, D, 

739 



20 


to any service that could possibly be required of them and equal to the most 
complete and absolute success. 

Whatever plan of operations the Commander-in- Chief might have recom- 
mended from Lucknow, it certainly did not meet with the Governor-G-enerars 
concurrence. Whether Sir Eyre Ooote approved of that which was adopted, 
is a point on which, I am not sufficiently informed to speak with certainty, but 
I am entitled to conclude generally, from the strong and pointed terms of his 
protest against the treaty with the Eana of Gohud, that no measures, built on 
that foundation, were likely to meet with his approbation. _ The following 
passage is in point, as it expresses his opinion of an expedition into Malwa, 
in conjunction with the Eana, on the principles of the treaty. “ Again, by the 
5th article, when the combined troops may have marched to Oogein, or Indoor, 
to seek the enemy and deliver battle, the E-ana may then, agreeably to treaty, 
leave us to stand the brunt alone, a point of partial convenience to him, by 
which, without supposing him to betray us (wMch he may also do agreeably to 
treaty), our whole army may be lost.” 

Other observations on the Governor-General’s minute occur to me, but as 
the remainder of it is not essential to the main question, they may better be, 
omitted. 

P. PRANOIS. 


Extract of a Utter from Brigadier-General Goddard, to the Governor- General and Council, 
dated 20 tk June 1780, received 24th August, No. 1. 

If Scindia continues at Oogeintill the close of the rains, which I now con- 
ceive will be the case, a powerful diversion might be made in that quarter to 
prevent his passing to the southward of the Nerbuddah to succour Nanna 
Purnese, and I would venture to pronounce as far as human probability and 
reason may presume that, without Scindia’s aid, the Minister would bo imme- 
diately compelled to terms, and enter into any engagements that might be 
required of him. This is no chimerical idea, for besides Scindia and Holoar 
there remain only two Chiefs of consequence in the State — Nanna and Hurry 
Punt Fakier ; and I do not believe that any foreign power will draw upon himself 
the future enmity of the English by openly declaring his party and marching 
to their assistance. 

In the event of such powerful diversion being made to the northward, 
Scindia will find too much employment at home, to have leisure to raise any 
disturbance in Guzurat ; and indeed the sepoy force, which may very w'ell be 
spared in that province, acting with the troops of Putty Sing, which it may not 
perhaps be convenient to carry with me to the southward, will prove suffi- 
cient for its security and defence against a very large body of the enemy should 
any considerale army (which in the plan abovementioned' appears scarcely prac- 
ticable) be ordered to enter it. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier-General Goddard, to the President and Council of Bombay, 

dated 3rd November 1779, No. 2. 

The trifling and unequal force the French at present have in India, and 
the certain accounts we have from Europe, to make ‘ us believe, they cannot 
now be reinforced, secure us from any apprehensions of being interrupted in 
our operations by them this season, and seems indeed to furnish one very prin- 
cipal reason why we ought to lose no time in strengthening and firmly estab- 
lishing ourselves during the course of it. The troops w'hioh will soon be 
collected at Surat must be superior to any service that can pbssibly be acquired 
of them, and equal to the most complete and absolute success. But the Bengal 
army, together with the detachment under Colonel Brathwaite at Mahe and 
such proportion of troops from this settlement as you may judge it expedient 
and consistent with the mere safety of the island to detach, will be found able to 
execute any plan of operations that may be immediately resolved upon, and 
against the whole force of the Mharatta Empire. 
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Exiract of a letter from Brigadier-General Goddard,, to the Governor-General and Council’ 
dated lOth December 1779, received 20ih January 1780, No. 3, 

I have been thus pai’ticular in describing this detachment, that you may 
know the exact force I shall have under my command, and how fully sufficient 
to answer any service that may be required of them. 

With respect to the troops from Mahe (for of the remaining quota to be 
furnished by the Madras Presidency I have yet received no intelligence), I do 
not expect even to be joined by any part of them previous to the commence- 
ment of operations — at least their junction is so uncertain that no account can 
at present be made of the accession of their force, nor indeed will this service be 
of any material consequence for some time, as the strength of the army now 
under me is sufficient to accomplish the scheme of conquest at present proposed, 
and the Madras reinforcements, if sent, must arrive soon enough to assist in 
prosecuting any more important views that may be hereafter found convenient 
and practicable. 


The following Minute from the Governor-General was delivered in reply to the above from 

Mr. Francis. 

Govbrnob-GbneraIj. — I must be careful not to suffer myself to be drawn 
from the point which is directly in question, the engagement which I affirm 
to have passed between Mr. Prancis and myself this I repeat that it may not 
be forgotten, viz : — 

“ Mr. Prancis will not oppose any measures which the Governor- 
General shall recommend for the prosecution of the war in which we are 
supposed to be engaged with the Mharattas, or for the general support of the 
present political system of this Government. Neither will he himself either 
j)ro})oso or vote with any other member, who shall propose any measure that 
shall bo contrary to the Governor- GeneraPs opinion on these points.” 

Mr. Francis admits that some engagement did exist between him and 
me, but denies the terms of it, and I do again most solemnly affirm, that they 
were literally such as I have quoted them in my minute of the 3rd July and 
such as I have here repeated. The paper which I showed to Mr. Francis was 
not intended as a security, nor have I ever alluded to it as such. My security 
was in his honor, on which I implicitly relied, nor did I commit the terms of 
the engagement to writing for any other purpose than to guard against the mis- 
appr<;h(5nsic»n.s to which an agreement, formed and concluded in conversation 
only, was liable, and his answer satisfied me. I regarded it as equivalent to the 
most binding legal instrument. As to my own sense of its obligation, I gave the 
fullest proof by the immediate performance of my part of it. But were the 
engagement otherwise than I have represented it, and did it even bear the 
limited sense which Mr. Francis has ascribed to it, yet I have affirmed that Mr. 
Francis was equally bound by it to yield his assent, his negative assent for 
more I claimed not, to the measure which I proposed in June of a diversion 
in the province of Malwa, since it formed a part of the measures projected and 
actually existing before the engagement took place. In proof of this I have 
quoted the 5th article of the treaty with the Rana of Gohud, which stipulates 
that he shall assist us if required in an expedition against the province of Malwa. 
I do not understand Mr. Francis’s distinction when he says that from this 
article “it can only be inferred that when the treaty was formed in 1779 the 
possibility of an expedition beyond the borders of his dominions was supposed, 
&c., &o. The condition was positive and express, and constituted as essential 
an obligation of the treaty as either of the other two points which composed it, 
and which may be equally said to infer the like possibility, since the cases 
supposed by either could not exist with the other two. But Mr. Francis forgets 
the purpose for which I have appealed to the 6 th article of the treaty with the 
Sana of Gohud, which was to prove “ that the plan of another expedition 
from the Upper Country into Malwa, or any other part of the Mharatta domi- 
nioDB on that side of India, had been suggested to him, and that I “ had had 
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that matter in contemplation *’ which Mr. Prancis in his minute of the 11th 
September denies. I have proved that I had it in contemplation, and that it 
had been suggested to Mr. I’rancis, since, it was an article of a treaty concluded 
and executed two months before the date of my engagements with Mr. i’rancis, 
debated and passed at the Board and executed by him. 

“ But (Mr. Praneis adds) it still remains a question whether it was or was 
not relinquished by Mr. Hastings in the interval between that period and the 
month of February following. *’ To this 1 cannot reply, for I do not know how 
this became a question, since nothing less than my formal renunciation of it 
could possibly make it one, and I am certain that I never did renounce it. 

The subsequent reasonings of Mr. Francis on the additional clause of the 
5th article do not appear to have any relation to the subject. I therefore pass 
them. 

I have not time to examine the whole of General Goddard’s correspondence* 
received before the 12th June, but the following extracts from Sir Eyre Ooote’s 
letter to the Board, dated the 5th May, and of General Goddard’s letter to him, 
dated the 28th March, and enclosed in the former, contain such strong and 
pointed evidence of the sentiments of both respecting the general expediency 
of a diversion in favor of General Goddard, that any further search for accessory 
proofs is unnecessary. 


To the Hon’ble “Warren Hastings, Governor-General, &c., &c., and Members of the Supreme 

Council. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to enclose you an extract of the last letter 
I have received from General Goddard, which I take the liberty of laying before 
you, as it contains sentiments entirely conformable to what I have alr<.'ady stated 
to you regarding the mode of carrying on the present war, though I did not 
want such a confirmation of my former ideas upon this subject. 

General Goddard now declares himself confined to the defence of 
the territory newly acquired, which, as I foretold, was a necessary consequence 
of the plan adopted. I cannot therefore avoid reiterating my proposal of some 
vigorous measures being taken from these quarters as soon as the season will 
admit.' This appears to be the more pressing as I find, since I have left the Board, 
that we are become principals in the war, and the present plan promises 
nothing but an endless ruinous expense. 

I therefore beg leave to repeat that while I recommend the most vigorous 
exertions, it is only with a view to accelerate a peace which, in the present state 
of politics at home, would in my opinion be the happiest event that could 
happen to us. 

I have the honor to be 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 

Ltjcknow, 'I ETRE OOOTE. 

The 15th May 1780. j 

Extract of Brigadier- General Goddard’s letter, dated the 28th March 1780. 

. My last gave you a very particular information of the situation of Scindia’s 
forces which he was then collecting from all parts of his country to accompany 
him into Guzurat, since which tinie he has been joined by 6,000 horse from 
Oogeiu, and it is reported that another considerable body is on their march to- 
wards him, so that the northern provinces of the Mharatta State which are 
mostly belonging to himself and Moloar must be now greatly exposed and open 
to invasions from our upper provinces by the way of Oohud and the exten^ve 
provinces of Ajmere, the principal raja of which, the Marwar raja is, I believe, 
by no means well-disposed to the interests of Scindia. I have no positive proof 
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of this being the case, having had no correspondence or other communication 
with him whatever since my arrival on this side of India ; but it is a cu'cum- 
stance generally believed, and has its foundation in former disputes and 
animosities ; and I mention it to you, among other incidents, to give ybu an 
opportunity of judging how far it may be practicable, as it wov,ld certainly be 
of advantage to the operations of the war on this side, to cause a powerful 
diversion to be made on the other, which could not fail to distress and divide 
their attention exceedingly. 

Having no object to induce me to penetrate into Malwa, but, on the 
contrary, risking the most material interests of the Company by leaving the 
province of Guzurat and the sea coast to the inroads either of a European or 
Indian eneiny, I can only, at present, watch the motions of Scindia, to prevent 
him from overrunning or destroying the country, and, if possible, seize some 
favorable opportunity of attacking him, which, as it is his only care to avoid, I 
shall find some difficulty to effect. 

A true extract. 

W. TUENEY, 

Secretary to the Commander -in- Ghief. 


In compliance with the rule prescribed by Mr. Francis I have been care- 
ful to annex the dates to the preceding extracts, and for greater precision will 
repeat them, with the facts, stated, in the order in which they happened. 

General Goddard’s letter to Sir Eyre Ooote is dated the 28th March and 
was recorded in our Consultation of the 29th May. My minute which con- 
tained the first proposition of the expedition was dated the 12th June. 

Mr. Pi'ancis will now permit me to quote his words for their applica- 
tion to the close of this argument. “ On this principle I join issue with 
the Governor-General and aflirm in his own terms that when he proposed the 
execution of' the measure (that is, on the 12th Juno last) General Goddard had 
not Solicited m to make such a diversion in his favor. The fact, if it exists, is 
capable of immediate and direct proof.” 

The preceding extracts aire an immediate and direct proof of the fact. 

I do not answer the remainder of Mr. Francis's minute, because it proves 
nothing, but that my opinion' of the measures necessary to be pursued for the 
prosecution of the Mharatta war varied according to the variations and contin- 
gencies of the war, which, I admit, still insisting in the words of my last 
minute that this is not material either to the engagement which I affirm Mr. 
Francis did conclude with me, or to the agreement which he says he meant 
to enter into, since the prosecution of the war against the Mharattas, was the 
general object of both, and the means of course included in it. 

W. HASTINGS. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 14th December 1780. 

Thursday. At a Council, tresent: 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor-General, President. 
Edward Wheler, Esq. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Exre Cooum absent on command qt the • 
Presidency of Fort St. George. 


The Proceedings of the Sl9fch ultimo read and approved. 

The following minute from Mr. Francis having been circulated on the 1st instant, the reply 
which is recorded after it was delivered by the Goverpor-General. 

Mb. Francis, — I leave the proofs or assertions contained in the Governor's 
last minute to operate with all their force against me. 
m F. D. 
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The conclusioD. to be drawn from. General Goddard’s addresses to this Gov- 
ernment, and from the weight which his opinion was likely to have with us, 
can only he presumptive. Up to the end of February, no words can be stronger 
than those in which we had received it from himself, that the forces then under 
his command wanted no support or reinforcement. In his judgment, “ they 
were already superior to any service that could possibly be required of them, 
and equal to the most complete and absolute success.” With the detachments 
he expected from Mahe and Bombay, he said “ They would be found equal to 
any plan of operations that might be immediately resolved upon, and against 
the whole force of the Mharatta Empire.'^ 

This I state as a presumptive proof that at the time when my engagement 
(whatever it was) was made with Mr. Hastings, he could not have entertained a 
thought of supporting General Goddard’s operations by another expedition 
from hence. I submit to judgment whether the conclusion be fairly drawn 
from the premises or not, that he might have had such a plan in contemplation 
in November. That he might have abandoned it in February, and resumed 
it in June, are propositions not incompatible with each other. The first and 
last may be admitted without affecting the second. In denying that General 
Goddard had solicited m to mahe suck a diversion in Ms favor, I took the propo- 
sition literally as it was stated. I was perfectly sure that he had never addressed 
the Board to that effect, and that a request or opinion from him had never been 
urged in support of the motion of the 12th of J une. Whether his letter to the 
Commander- in- Chief, recorded on the 29th of May, be equivalent to a solicitation 
to us to make a diversion in his favor, in the sense in which the fact was asserted 
and denied, I submit to judgment. That it was not received or considered in 
that light by the Board, or by Mr. Hastings, is evident from this circumstance, 
that, on the same day on which it was recorded on our Consultations, Mr. 
Hastings moved for the recall of Major Popham’s detachment from Gohud. I 
concurred in the plan proposed that day, and would have adhered to it. If 
General Goddard’s letter to the Commander-in-Ohief had been received between 
the 29th of May and the 12 th of June, it might have been an intervening 
motive for an alteration of measures. But it appears that we had it before us 
on the 29th of May, and that we formed our first resolution without regarding 
it, after which it neither was, nor could be, revived in support of the second. 

P. FBANOIS. 


Goveenoe-GeneraIi. — Mr. Francis may avail himself as he can of the 
distinction between a solicitation made by General Goddard through the chan- 
nel of the Commander-in-Ohief to the Board, and one directly addressed to the 
Board. It is sufficient for me that it came regularly before us. I shall not 
waste my time nor his in such a discussion. 

• I repeat that Mr. Francis’s engagement was absolute and unqualified ; that 
in his own explanation of it the measure in question made a part of it, since it 
was formed previously to it and existed at the time. The assertion “ that I 
might have abandoned it in February ” is no proof that I did. I did not. It was 
proposed, or to use Mr. Francis’s words, it was “ renewed ” in June. My right 
to his concurrence in it remained the same, notwithstanding any intermediate 
suspension of it. The other parts of this minute I have already answered. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


The following letters from the President and Select Committee and President and Conncil 
at Port St. G-eorge having been received since the last meeting of the Board, were 
circnlated for the perusal of the several members 

Gentlemen,— We have had the honor to receive your letters of the 2nd 
and 10th ultimo, and beg leave to return you our thanks for the reinforcement 
you have sent us, and for sparing us the sesrviees of General Sir Eyre Ooote 
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at this juncttire, as we are well aware from the general combinatioli of the 
powers in India how far you have stepped forward in support of this Presi- 
dency. 

You will have been informed from the other department of the steps taken 
in consequence of your letter of the 10th ultimo. 


We are, &c.. 

Port St. George, 1 OHAELES SMITH 

The 15tJi Wovevriber 1780, ) and Commiifee. 


Gentlemen, — ^We have the pleasure to acquaint you that Lieutenant- 
General Sir Eyre Ooote, K.B., arrived here the 6th instant on the ship Duke of 
Kingston, We received by him your letter of the 10th ultimo, in consequence 
of which John Whitehill, Esq., was on the 8th instant publicly declared to be 
suspended from his office of President and Governor of Port St. George, and 
Charles Smith, Esq., second of Council, accordingly took charge of the Govern- 
ment, and was proclaimed with the usual ceremonies. Accompanying we have 
the honor to transmit you a copy of the proceedings on this occasion. 

We are, &o.. 

Port St. George, • CHAELES SMITH, 

The 11th November 1780. \ and Council. 


Ordered that the Proceedings transmitted in the letter from the President and Council be 

entered after the Consultation. 


The Governor-General lays before the Board the following letter which he has received from 

the Chief at Gangam. 


Hon’blb Sir, — O ur communication with Madras is interrupted by Hyder*s 

horse posting themselves between Pulicat and 
Mr. Turing. Luragpatam, where they have seized all the boats. 

The information comes from the Madras head peon, who happend to be at 
Duragpatam the 24th ultimo, when he had four packets that could not be for- 
warded. While things are in the present situation I wisht here were two or 
three small vessels to go between Masulpatam and Madras, for the correspond- 
ence being cut off must be attended with the greatest inconvenience. 

I have received from Mr. Greenwell a copy of his letter to you with the 
route from this place to Cuttack, which I hope will give you satisfaction. 

I have the honor to be, &c,, 

Gangam, 

The 6th December 1780. 


Agreed that the following letter he written to the President and Select Conamittee at Fort St. 
“ George. 

Gentlemen, — We have to acknowledge our Teeeipt of your letter of the 
To Fort St George. 15th ultimO. 
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A-uthentie information having reached ns from Ganjam that the com- 
munication of that place with Eorfc St. George had been interrupted by Hyder 
Ally’s horse, who had posted themselves between Eulicat and Duragpatam, 
where they had seized all the boats, also that four packets had been stopped at 
the latter place, on this account we are obliged to add this cause to the other 
reasons which have fre(juently induced us to apprehend that our correspondence 
with your Presidency was sometimes interrupted. We therefore strongly recom- 
mend it to you to devise some means for the conveyance of your letters and 
despatches to us by sea during the continuance of the war. 

We herewith send you a letter to your address which we have received 
from the President and Select Committee at Port Marlborough. 

We are, &o., 

PoBT William, 

The 14th December 1780. 


jp^S . — Since the above was written, we have received the letter which you 
have written us under date the * * -ultimo, with its enclosures. 



The folio-wing letter from Libutenant-Geneeai. Sir Eyre Coote having been received since 
the last meeting of the Board, it was circulated for the perusal of the several Members. 


Sir Eyre Coote, i/ie 10th Novemier, 

letter of the 6th instant informed you of my safe 
arrival at this place on the preceding day and con- 
veyed to you the disagreeable accounts of tho 

capture of Arcot by Hyder Ally Oawn. 


Gentlemeb, — My 

Sir Eyre Coote, the lOth Noveiober. 


The proceedings of the Council here on the suspension of Mr. Whitehill 
and the succession of Mr. Smith to the Government of Port St. George will 
no doubt he sent you. You will see by them the very delicate and distressing 
predicament into which I was thrown by the line of conduct Mr. Whitehill 
adopted on the occasion. Determined as I was on the one hand to support tho 
authority of your Board, and threatened on the other with all the consequences 
of an illegal dismission of Mr. Whitehill from his Government, provided I 
carried your orders into execution, and which you will see from his protests ho 
was resolved not to act in conformity to, unless obliged to it by force, I was not 
a little difficulted how to proceed. You must be sensible, gentlemen, that it 
,was a burthen which neither my situation nor your orders imposed upon me 
alone, to stand forth, as the entire instrument of enforcing obedience to your 
authority ; hut such was the light in which I was considered to act, and such 1 
may say was the footing on which I was obliged to exert myself. To have 
made use of military power at such a juncture I saw fraught with the most 
prejudicial consequences, whilst I was also satisfied that such an exertion could 
in no shape produce those good effects expected to result from the measure, nor 
in any degree serve to give greater currency hereafter to that controlling power 
with which you are vested over all the Presidencies. I therefore embraced a 
mode which appeared to me the most promising of every good purpose, and 
which was moving the Board to the previous question whether they would 
acknowledge your power of control. This appears nowhere upon the pro- 
ceedings, hut it had an equal good effect by urging the Board to a resolution on a 
motion I had before made for Mr. Smith’s succeeding to the Government. For 
paiticiilaxs I must beg leave to refet you to the proceedings at large, and I 
shall only add that I feel a satisfaction in having been instrumental in bring- 
ing a business which at first threatened such disagreeable consequences to so 
favorable a conclusion. However, it may not be improper to inform you that 
the idea is entertained of prosecuting the Supreme Council for an illegal Act. 

686 r. D. . 


746 



27 


The melancholy intelligence of the capture of Arcot has been, since I had 
last the honor of writing you, too effectually confirmed by the arrival of the 
officers and soldiers who capitulated from that garrison. The accounts they give 
of the strength, good order, bravery, and activity of Hyder army are truly 
alarming. His approaches at the siege were carried on with all that regularity 
as if superintended by the most skilful engineers, and his artillery, at the 
same time it is numerous, so well served as repeatedly to have dismounted our 
guns on the batteries. These gentlemen have also informed me of another 
circumstance that strikes still more powerfully at the root of our influence and 
interest in the Carnatic. That Hyder, immediately the Pettah was taken, pro- 
claimed protection to all the inhabitants, and strictly forbid their being plun- 
dered, or in any way molested. It seems some of his troops, who first entered 
the town, began to plunder. They were instantly seized and the heads of a 
very great number cut off. This rigid attention to the safety of the lives and 
property of the inhabitants, added to his having assumed the title of Soubah of 
the Carnatic, upon the fall of the capital into his hands, are circumstances of 
the most serious considieration. It is said Hyder has for the present taken up 
his residence in Arcot, and sent the body of his army against Yellore. I have 
written for an exact account of the state of that garrison, and of its ability to 
stand a siege. I am cruelly deprived of all good information, and of the 
means of oMaining it, by Hyder’s horse being laid in all the roads of communi- 
cation to bur different garrisons. In this respect Hyder has every advantage 
over me, as by means of his horse he receives intelligence from hence twice 
every day, and of course is well informed of all our motions. Of the badness of 
our information no more striking proof can be given than the uncertainty of 
the intelligence about Arcot, which on my arrival here was affirmed to be 
in our possession, notwithstanding it had actually been taken two days before 
I reached Madras. 

Since my arrival here I have already experienced the absolute necessity 
there is for the appointment of an Adjutant- General of India. In the present 
situation of our affairs, when armies and detachments from the different 
establishments must act together, the post is an appendage to my commission 
as necessary as my own appointment, and the service will naturally meet with 
impediments without it. I must confine the inferior general detail of all our 
forces to one particular channel ; that channel must be filled by an officer 
whose military abilities I am thoroughly acquainted with, and who possesses my 
confidence. On these grounds I must desire that your Board will be pleased to 
appoint Lieutenant-Colonel Owen to that office, fixing the establishment of it 
on a proper eligible footing. The officer who fills the post of Adjutant-Gene- 
ral to this establishment is, I dare say deserving, but from the partial routine 
of his duty, is totally unacquainted with the general system of all the different 
establishments. Should the Court of Directors not approve of a continuation 
of the office, I can aver that in time of war, such as the present, it is absolutely 
and indispensably necessary. 

Letters of the 10th October from Anjengo advise that two days before 
came into that road a ship of thirty guns and a brig of sixteen, both privateers 
from tho Mauritius, in forty-two days. They came through the nine degree 
channel and, when within 8 leagues of Cochin, fell in with and took the .ship 
Bombay Merohant, Captain Virtue, from Bussora, which with the Captain they 
sent to the Mauritius, and landed the two mates at Anjengo : they then stood 
out to sea, pretending to go to their fleet, which they gave out was only two 
degrees off the land, but it is supposed they are gone to cruize off Ceylon. The 
goods on hoard the Bombay Merchant are valued at upwards of four lacks 
of rupees. The mates say the Captain had charge of a Europe pa<‘-ket for 
Madras and they believed also one for Bengal, but that he had time enough to 
sink it before the enemy got possession of the ship. 

The hurry in which the weather obliged us to sail from the river occa- 
sioned our leaving behind some of the tents belonging to the detachment ; as 
I conclude they returned to Calcutta I must request your making enquiry after 
them, and that you will send them, and as many more as can possibly he spared, 
by the earliest conveyance, being much wanted hero. 
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It may not be amiss to give yon this early information, as a guide for 
mating the necessary provision for the future disbursements at this settlement, 
which, by the nearest computation I can make, will rather exceed seven lacks 
of rupees per mensem, every cowrie of which must come from Bengal, as I 
find there are no resources here from whence a single pagoda is to be expected. 
I shall in a day or two have an exact estimate of every expense made out and 
forwarded to you for your more particular information. 

The 10th November . — I went yesterday to review the army encamped 
5 miles from hence]; appearances not in their favor, but what is worse, I 
found from the officer in command of the sepoys that the capture of Arcot, 
from whence they most come, have, from the circumstance of their wives, 
families, and other near relations being there, not only dispirited them, but 
created in them that kind of aversion to the service which has already pi'oduc- 
ed many desertions, and in case of actual service given us every reason to 
apprehend infidelity. Judge from this, how anxious I must be for a recruit of 
sepoys from Bengal, even if the detachment which is to come by land is set out, 
as it is impossible it can reach me for these four months to come, long before 
which time I conceive every thing will be decided one way or other. I must 
entreat it of you as a point most material to the success of my operations, and 
absolutely necessary to avert that danger, that you use your endeavours to 
obtain volunteers from among the battalions. There are many possibly who 
will undertake a voyage which at this season is very short, and send some to 
me, many opportunities may offer by the ships which now daily sail from Calcutta 
to this place. When at camp I was surprized to regard their supply of provi- 
sions, which I found come in so scanty as to be scarcely sufficient for one 
day’s expense. The town of Madras now live on the supply lately come from 
your quarter, of which there is not enough in store for one month’s expendi- 
ture. The country around affords us no assistance. They promise a supply of 

grain from the north, but none is likely to arrive soon, — in short we have 

no certain dependence but from Bengal. I must request therefore that you 
afford us every assistance by sending constant supplies, and giving every en- 
couragement to the importation of all kinds of grain to this place. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

Foet St. George, ^ EYRE OOOTE. 

The loth November 1780. ) 


Agreed that the followiag letter be written to Libotbnant-Gbnebal SlE Elan Cootb. 

Sir, — We have the honour to acknowledge our receipt of your letters of 

To Sir Eyre Coote. ultimo. It liRS givcu US great 

pleasure to hear of your safe arrival at Fort St. 
George with the detachment of our troops which embarked with you from this 
place, and we are happy to believe that the" measures which we thus adopted 
for the aid of that Presidency will be followed by the best effects ; but among 
the several advantages which we flatter ourselves our efforts will have pro- 
duced to the public service, we think none so essential to its prosperity as 
that which is likely to be derived from your ready compliance with our re- 
quest of you to take the command of the army on the coast. There can- 
not be a stronger proof of the necessity under which this request was made 
than IS found in the state of that army as represented to us in your letter of 
the 10th ultimo ; your presence at • its head cannot fail to give it new hopes, 
and your exertions will, w e trust, give success to its operations. Our endeavours 
have coi^inued, and will continue, as far as we can possibly exert them, without 
certain hazard to the interests of this country, to promote its success, and we 
take this opportunity of informing you that, in attention to the strong recom- 
mendation conveyed to us by you before you left this country, we determined 
on an ea^ly resolution to detacn six battalions of natire infantry with their 
guns and one company of European artillery towards Madras over land. The 
necessity of more artillerymen for the service and our inability to spare more 
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than this European company have prevailed with us in directing that a com- 
pany of Golandaaze should be also formed for the service of this detachment, 
which we have put under the command of Lieutenant- Colonel Pearse. The 
order’ for the march of these troops being to depend on the answers given by 
the Government of Berar to the important dispatches which were sent to them 
at the latter end of September, ,we have been waiting in anxious expectation of 
it ; but in the meantime thought it proper to direct that the detachment should 
commence its march to Naraingur, the place appointed for the rendezvous of 
the different corps composing it, and we hope that, at the time of the arrival of 
the whole detachment there, we shall be enabled by the receipt of the expected 
advices from Naugpore to give orders for the prosecution of its march. In 
respect to the recommendation which you urge to us to use our endeavours for 
obtaining volunteers from, among the battalions to proceed by sea to Port St. 
George, we confess that we ourselves do entertain some doubts of its perfect 
expediency, but we shall more certainly inform you on this subject in our 
next letter. 

It has given us concern to be informed of the capture of Arcot by Hyder 
Ally’s forces, but it has surprized us the less, as we long since expected to hear 
of the event. The gallant and long resistance made by the few officers and 
troops who garrisoned this fortress does them the highest honor, and in our 
opinion of it, the loss is not likely to have that influence on our credit and 
importance which might have been feared from it in former times, when it 
stood first in consequence in the dominions of the Nabob of the Carnatic, for 
it has long ceased to be more than nominally the capital of the Nabob’s 
country. 

Wg have attentively considered that part of your last letter now before us 
which relates to the necessity which appears to you for the appointment of an 
Adjutant- General of India, and think it proper to inform you that, on an early 
view of the same necessity, we had the subject in debate. We were all equally 
convinced of the necessity of appointing such an office for receiving and issu- 
ing all the reports and orders of the military corps of the three Presidencies, 
and for directing their co-operation for the general protection and defence of 
the Company’s interests, involved in one common and equal cause; but as 
the Court of Directors had declared their resolution, grounded on a formal vote 
of the Court of Pi’opx'ietors, that they would not permit the institution of an 
office of Adjutant-General for all their military establishments in India, and as 
we deemed this declaration to amount to a virtual prohibition of such an ap- 
pointment by any inferior authority, we could not resolve on its establishment, 
though we agreed to recommend it to the Court of Directors, and did strongly 
recommend it to them in our last dispatches. We agreed also to suspend the 
present saL-iry paid to Lieutenat- Colonel Owen until the pleasure of the Com- 
pany should be received concerning it, but as the establishment of his office is, 
in the pr('scnt state of it, beyond all question, inadequate to the real expense, 
we have allowed him to draw for the actual disbursements of it, declaring each 
bill on the foot of it to be true upon honor. 

With this information before you, you will be enabled to form your ultimate 
opinion on the subject of it, and we shall leave that part of your letter which 
relates to it in suspense, until we hear further from you. 

You may depend on regular and full supplies of treasure so long as we 
shall bo able to afford for the support of your army, and we must request that 
you will order to he transmitted to us proper estimates of the same, that our 
supplies may be determined by a clear rule. 

It appearing from an extract of a letter laid before us by our Accomptant- 
General from the Baymaster of the troops detached from Bengal, and Agent to 
the Supply of Treasure consigned by us to you, that the gold mohurs which 
were supplied you for the use of military disbursements will be subject to a 
loss of almost 10 per cent., we deem it necessary to enquire into the cause of 
this nnpr<;cedentrd loss, and therefore request that you will furnish us with 
the Assay Msister’s report of such as were recoined. We wish also to be in- 
formed of the necessity of such a measure as the rcooinage of gold mohurs, 
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as we conceiye that gold mohurs are current in every part of Indostan, and in 
particular that they ought to be so in the Company’s dominions. We wish like- 
wise to be furnished with a particular account of the different species of gold 
mohurs that were supplied, that in case we should find it necessary to prosecute 
the enquiry here we may be possessed of the necessary documents to ascer- 
tain the causes of it, and the persons who ought to be responsible for it. Por 
this purpose we also request to be informed whether tbe loss alluded to arose 
from debaseness in the quality or deficiency of the weight, or to what other 
cause it is justly to be attributed, as it is loss we have never before experienced 
in our remitances of gold to the Presidency of Port St. George. 

We are sorry to hear of the great scarcity of provisions of which you 
complain, and shall do all that we are able to furnish Port. St. George with 
supplies of grain from hence. The large quantity of rice which Mr. Pergusson 
engaged to deliver at that Presidency is all shipped, and we have lately appoint- 
ed an agent for providing several kinds of grain for their service in any quantities 
which he may be able to procure. We have already sent away some salt pro- 
visions on ships which have lately sailed ; we have agreed to purchase a large 
quantity belonging to Mr. Samuel Touchet and now at Port St, George ; and 
we have agreed for a further supply of beef and pork deliverable here in 
Pebruary next. 

A number of tents belonging to the detachment from this establishment 
serving at Madras will be sent thither on the Dulee of Portland, which will sail 
in a few days, agreeable to the enclosed list. 

Being in great want of the Indus and Intelligence schooners which were 
sent to Port St. George with the Duhe of Kingston, and placed under your 
orders, we request that you will return them to us as soon as possible. They 
are much required for the ordinary, as well as extraordinary, services of this 
Government. Your strong recommendation of Mr. Simpson shall be followed 
by the ready attention which is due to it, on his return to Bengal. 

Not having received any letters from you be^iring a later date than the 
10th ultimo, we have reason to fear that some may have been intercepted, and 
we are strengthned in this apprehension by information received from Gan jam 
that the communication of that place with Madras was interrupted by Hyder’s 
horse, which had posted themselves between Pulicat and Buragpatam, and 
that the Madras peon, who was at Buragpatam on the 24th ultimo, and had 
four packets in his charge, could not forward them. 

This intelligence has induced us to recommend it to the President and 
Council at Port St. George to devise some means of conveying letters from that 
Presidency to us by sea during the continuance of the' war. 

We are, &c. 

Port William, 

The 14th December 1780. 


T.8 . — Since the above was written, we have received the letters which 
you have written to us under date the 19th and 20th ultimo, with the several 
enclosures. 


Secret Dept., Port William, the 16th December 1780. 

Monday. At a Cottncil, present: 

The Hon*ble Warren Hastings, Governor ^General, President. 
Edward Whelbr, Esq, 

Diehten ANT- General Sir Etre Ooote, E!.B., absent on Command 
at the Tresideneg of Fort St. George. 

!B,6ad and approved the Proceedings of tbe 14th instant. 

Read the following letters from Liexjtenant-Gknisrat. Sia Eyeb Cootb, dated the 20th Novem- 
ber 1780. 

Gentlemen, — I have tbe honor to enclose you copies of my lettera of the 
6th and 11th instant. 
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I am sorry that their contents should convey to you such unfavorable 
accounts of the state of affairs here, and I am still more so to inform you that 
the further I look into them the greater do I find their distraction, and the 
greater of course the difficulty of applying remedies. 

In short, no regular plan for the management of the Military Department 
has been either laid down or adopted, and so little attention has been paid to 
that first and most essential point, their own safety and security in the garrison 
of Port St. George, which after the defeat of Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie’s 
detachment and the consequent retreat of the army from Conjeveram, they 
had every reason to apprehend might he besieged in the course of twenty-four 
hours, that I am almost confident had Hyder Ally followed his' successes at 
that time to the gates of Madras, he would have been in possession of that 
important fortress. He has however to my great satisfaction lost the oppor- 
tunity, and I think the measures I am now pursuing to provide against all 
accidents will render any future attempt, fortune may put in his power, ineffec- 
tual. 

Por the prosecution of these very necessary arrangements, and for strength- 
ening by such means as are within my reach, my very small and enfeebled 
army, I am favored by the setting in of the monsoon, which has commenced 
with such heavy rains as I have hardly ever been witness to on this coast. This 
has obliged me for the present to throw the troops into cantonments, but in 
which I have used all possible address, by choosing the most contiguous places 
to the former encampment for that purpose, and by still occupying what 
were then the advanced posts, which I have strengthned so as to render them 
foi'midable against any sudden surprize. The main body I have formed into 
three grand divisions on Choultry Plain, that I might not, by drawing any part 
into cantonments, give birth to an idea so unfavorable to our interests as that 
I had deserted the field. I reside myself with one of those grand divisions, that 
I may bo in readiness to embrace any opportunity that may offer of obtaining 
an advantage over the enemy. 

I cannot pretend to say what changes, whilst the season obliges me to, 
remain inactive, may be produced either by time or my own exertions, but it 
is necessary I should tell you that were I not obstructed by the weather, and 
ever so willing to enter upon action, my force is neither sufficient nor in so 
prepared a state as to be equal to the undertaking of attacking Hyder in the 
very formidable posts which he now occupies. Besides there are other very 
material reasons which render it for the present altogether impossible. The 
deficiency of tents is mentioned in my last letter. I am now having some made 
of such materials as are procurable. The field artillery requisite for the service 
is not in readiness, of which there needs no other testimony than barely my 
mentioning that at this moment carriages and tumbrils are making for it. 
This circumstance evinces how little that very essential branch of the Military 
Department has been regarded. The draft cattle, besides being deficient in 
numbers, are in so weakly a condition that tw enty yoke of them but two days ago, 
with the greatest difficulty, dragged a twelve-pounder through the streets of the 
garrison. "What then is to be expected of them in the unequal grounds and 
bad roads which must be met with in the course of a campaign. It is impos- 
sible ' to say when or how I may be able to remedy this worst of evils, as my 
enquiries hitherto for a supply of draft bullocks have neither produced present 
nor promised me hopes of future success, and last of all are the inconvenien- 
ces which arise respecting provisions. My last letter acquaints you with their 
scarcity, and that thei’e were none to be had beyond five miles of this place, and 
what little could be drawn from that small circle I may safely say is already 
pretty well exhausted. Moreover, what articles it does furnish are of a kind 
more calculated for the use of the European inhabitants, to whom they prove 
but a scanty supply for one day’s expense, than as stores for the general subsist- 
ence of an army. It is evident then that whenever I may march, I must 
carry every article of provision for the use of the troops from hence ; and as I 
could not either in prudence, or from a knowledge of the length of time to 
%vhich my operations may be extended, linait myself on that score, the quantity 
(for which supposing I either bad or could procure sufficient carriage, of which 
there is not now enough to convoy six days’ provisions) would be so considerable 
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that against the very large bodies ot horse which would harass me on all sides^ 
my little army would scarcely prove an adequate guard. Had I but four 
thousand cavalry to assist in this necessary part of duty, I shall apprehend 
nothing. As it is, until I am sufiSciently prepared to act offensively, all I can 
promise myself is, that I shall most certainly engage the enemy should he move 
this way. I am at present taking means to procure a body of cavalry, in which, 
should I succeed, I shall esteem myself fortunate, notwithstanding the heavy 
additional expense it may subject the Company to. Favored by the season, I 
am now preparing to send off under a strong escort a small supply of provisions 
for the garrison of Chingleput. 

Having stated to you pretty fully my own situation, I shall now give you 
some account of Hyder’s. He has taken up his residence in Arcot, where he 
is now employed in completing his artillery park, and in putting the place in 
the best state of defence possible. The Polygars of the countries he has pos- 
sessed himself of, as well as the officers of the Nabob who were there for the 
business of the collections, are all attending at his Darbar, and he has uniformly 
confirmed them in their respective employments. He has sent strong detach- 
ments from his army to occupy every station of any kind of consequence 
betwixt us and him, and which he has also fortified. He has likewise sent 
considerable bodies to cut off our communication with, and to prevent supplies 
from going into, the forts in which we have still garrisons, and which I am 
sorry to say, are very ill-prepared for resistance; for exclusive of their having 
but a small stock of provisions, they are scandalously deficient in the military 
stores necessary for their defence. In some there are guns understood to be 
for that purpose, but without carriages to mount them. Whilst in making 
, these observations I reflect blame on this Government in general, I must in 
justice to the person at the head of the military say that, upon reading his 
reports and representations, I find that he has not been wanting in attention 
to what was his proper sphere. 

Intelligence has lately arrived from Pondicherry which informs us of the 
people there having raised two new corps which they call Hydor’s, and from 
which, at this present time, parties are stationed on the high roads, who collect 
duties on grain and all other necessaries of life going into Ouddaloro. Wliilst 
they are thus employed by land, they are not inactive also hy sea, on which 
they have got a number of armed boats which take and plunder the small 
craft which "go along the coast to and from this place to the southward with 
merchandize and provisions ; and so very injurious have their operations of late 
proved to the trading part of the community, that at the earnest solicitations 
of the gentlemen of the Council, and being myself satisfied of its public utility, 
I have taken upon me to detain the Tanner schooner, Captain Sherman, which 
is to be properly armed, and to go up and down the coast and destroy all boats 
which he may find eith.er employed or which he may suspect, to be engaged as 
mentioned above. 

I have also at the particular request of the gentleman of the Council 
agreed to detain the Intelligence schooner. Captain Murray, who is gone to the 
Straits of Malacca to give information to our China ships of the French 
cruisers that have appeared on the coast, that they may he on their guard, and 
to bring us hack any intelligence he may get relative to the French ships. The 
step, besides its being of importance to the real interests of the Company, was 
judged absolutely necessary, as some accounts which have been received in the 
settlement inform of more frigates than those which have appeared on the Mal- 
abar Coast being fitted out from the Mauritius, and which there is therefore 
reason to suspect may be gone to the Straits. 

Judging it also a matter of the utmost consequence that our Bombay 
Administration, the Admiral and Brigadier-General Goddard should he made 
particularly acquainted with the situation of affairs here, and considering the 
little safety there now is in sending letters by land, and likewise the impro- 
priety there would be in trusting matters of such importance entirely to so 
precarious and dangerous a channel of conveyance, I have sent round the 
Indus schooner, Captain Jones, with my several dispatches to them, and desired 
she may be returned here as soon as possible. On the subject of these dispatches 
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it is only necessary I should inform you that I have in general terms recom- 
mended to them to unite in distressing the possessions of Hyder in any way 
that may be in their power. 

I hope all these transactions will meet your approbation. I cannot how- 
ever help expressing my regret at depriving you, even for a time, of the use 
of vessels which are of such real service, and so much wanted as piloters in 
the Bengal river. I trust however, as the present season was unfavorable for 
their return, and as they could not in all probablity have completed their 
voyage back in less than six weeks, perhaps two months, that in the end, as 
they will leave this coast at a time when they may go in a few days, it will 
make no great difference. 

We are further informed of many new buildings erecting at Pondicherry, of 
its increasing daily in ’the number of its inhabitants, and of many people 
having resorted to it from under our own protection as a place of security, — in 
short, that it bids fair to be soon a very flourishing city. Very large quantities 
of grain which Hyder collects from the country are now laying up at Karringa- 
ley, which place we very impolitioally neither defended nor destroyed, and which 
from its vicinity to Pondicherry, and the little probability that Hyder should 
think of it for his own use as a granary, I have a stong suspicion that it must 
be intended for the Prench on their arrival, which event he daily expects. 

Eor your better information on the state of the provisions in the garrison 
of Port St. George, I inclose you a copy of an estimate which I desire might be 
formed for the proper complement of men, &c., for six months, which, every- 
thing considered, cannot be deemed too long a .time to be previously provided. 

I likewise enclose you an abstract estimate of the military expenses of this 
establishment for one month, agreeable to which I must depend upon you for may 
future supplies. I have to this estimate annexed a memorandum of the 
monthly expense of the civil establishment for your information, in case you 
should see it convenient at any time to assist the wants of that department. 

I must now conclude this letter with informing you of my having had 
several conferences with the Nabob Walla Jah, but which I am sorry to say 
have afforded me no hopes of assistance from him ; on the contrary, he pleads 
inability in every way and looks entirely to the Company for the support both 
of his cause and credit. His influence in the country seems to be completely 
overturned, nor can I find that he has a single adherent or even friend left in 
it. I confess I am somewhat astonished at so very rapid a revolution in his 
affairs and cannot help suspecting that his second son the Aumur has con- 
tributed to hasten his present distresses. But what surprizes me most is that I 
have not yet been able to procure through his means any good information 
* regarding either the strength or movements of the enemy. 

Head Qtjartbks, I have the honor to be, &c.. 

Choultry Plain, [ EYEE COOTE. 

The 19lh November 1780. ) 
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